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A. 

Acts  of  congress — see  lutes. 

Acts  of  parliament,  see  British. 
Adams  John — his  sketches  of 
Mr.  Otis  361;  a bust  of,  pro- 
posed 436 

Mrs.  her  letter  to  the 

editor  36^^ 

Adams,  John  Q.  entertained  at 
Boston  30;  arrives  at  Wash- 
ington 96;  see  congress^  the 
documents,  &c. 

Advalorem  duties,  see  con- 
gress, and  312>  and  duty  on 
imports 

Africa — expedition  for  disco- 
veries in  125;  slave-trade  179 
200;  see  congress. 

Agents  of  the  Weekly  Regis- 
ter 69 

Agricultural  Statistics  18;  so- 
cieties , 147,  148,  333,  378 

Agriculture  and  manufactures, 
by  1,  Briggs  212 

Alabama — Sales  of  land  16;  of 
the  French  colony  therein  30, 
377;  emigrants  to  112 

Alert,  U.  S.  ship  272 

Alexandria,  census  of  111 

Algiers — see  Barbary  powers 
Allen,  Enoch  207 

Amelia  Island — see  Florida 
America,  the  child  and  cham- 
pion of  Jacobinism  76 

Americans  at  Paris  79 

Ancestry  and  Heraldry  17 

Anderson,  col.  see  congress, 
and  345 

.Vnnapolis  223,  345 

Ai  dre,  captors  of  130 

Anecdotes— naval  36,  63,  67; 
ecclesiastical  67;  emigration 
128;  bank  195,  382,  406 

Antiquities,  American  74 

Antique  glasses  74 

Apples,  export  of  378 

Vppling,  col.  334 

Appointments,  promotions,  &c. 

' 176,  183,  199,  312 

Arkansas,  military  post  at  176; 
Cherokees — see  Indians,  Che- 
rokees. 

Army  of  the  U.  S,  Making 
roads  64,  312;  light  artillery 
226;  promotions  and  appoint- 
ments, 183 — return  of  301; 
health  of  the  soldiery  312 

Auctioneers  312 

Aurora,  the  329,  346 

Austria— SQe  Germany. 

B. 

Bakewell,  T.  222 

Balloons  59 

Ballston  Springs,  visitors  lji8 

litiUimore — Anniversary  of  the  • ‘ 
battle  at  N.  P.  48,  49;  pre^.^'» 
sent  to  com.  RoUgers  49;  (f®.* 
to  com.  Decatur  48,  12/; 
Ind.  man.  company  112;  im- 
porting company  144;  muse- 
um 176;  bills  of  mortality 
331;  manufacturers’  memo- 
rial 332;  representation  of 
■^64;  insnections  577 


Banks  and  bank  notesy  &c.  Mo 
nies  of  the  U.  S.  in  local 
banks  301;  origin  of  80; 
banks  of  New  Ilanapshire  16 
of  Rhode  Island  215;  of  Illi 
nois  224;  of  Maryland  281 
of  the  A'^alley  of  Virginia  208 
proposed  in  Vermont  176 
208,  272;  of  Mansfield  112 
ofNewburg  112;  of  the  Unit 
ed  States  31,  80,  112,  176 
224,  312,  377,  436;  of  Eng 
land  156;  of  Russia  28,  notes 
and  exchange  97;  note  mak- 
ing, counterfeiting,  &c.  17, 

112,  128;  lots  of  banks  377 
Barbary  potvers.  Algerine  cruis- 
ers, 78,  221,  266,  310,  404; 
Tunisian  -do.  12,  47,  60,  95, 

218,  266;  Exmouth’s  treaty 
with  Tunis  70;  quarantine  at 
Tunis  124;  Tripoli  404; 
plague  at  Algiers,  &c.  47, 

111,  176,  404;  memorial  of 
the  Hanse  towns  41;  Russia’s 
resolutions  respecting  their 
piracies  266,  404;  England’s 
protection  purchased  191; 
dey  of  Algiers  deposed  205, 

220 

Barefooted  ladies  48 

Beaver,  British  sloop  of  war  111 
171;  -tail  light  house  176 

Beaumarchais’  claim,  see  con- 
gress and  382 

Beauharnois  266 

Beadsteads,  improved  62 

Bentham,  Jeremy  346 

Berkshire  agricultural  society  148 
Bertrand,  Mad.  143 

Bible  society  in  Russia  80 

Black  sea  220 

Bland,  judge  225 

Blind  restored  31 

Blockade,  McGregor’s  47;  Mo- 
rillos’  414 

Bonafarte,  Napoleon — brief  no- 
tices of  him  59,  121,  143, 
157,  310,  342;  Warden’s  let- 
ters 12,  43,  205;  and  lord 
Amherst  122;  of  his  statue 
156,  310;  of  his  son  157;  as  a 
bag-fox  314;  case  of  Las  Ca- 
sas 403 

Joseph  112;  Jerome  266: 

Lucien  359,  404 

Book,  the  red  147 

Books,  influence  of  99 

Boston,  arrests  at  61 78;  trade  346 
Botany  62;— Jbay  • ; ^ / »395, 

Boundaries’ of,  the' V §2^ 
BoiUtty  lafids,*,  explaifator/  o/  * 
S/^^sca  'congress. 

gen.  Robert  344 

Boxer,  the,U..S.,15rig,  ?,23^,^3,6 

'Boxers  arriy^  ak,  ff e.W.YdiJIi;  •, , 
Boxing  • J 

Brazil — state  of  47;  of  the  king 
124;  the  princesses  124;  re- 
volters  143, 175;  arch  duch- 
ess Leopoldine  • 342 

Briggs,  Isaac  211 

Brighton  cattle  sltev/  ' 147 


QZ> 

British 

Antiquities 

Army 

Alarms 

Baiilvrupts 

Bank 

Beaver,  sloop  of  war 
Birti’s  painting 
Blood  inonf-y 
Burdelt,  sir  Francis 
Broke,  captain 
Boxing 
Byron,  lord 
Carraboo 
Castlereagh,  lord 
Cavendish,  lord 
Charlotte,  princess 


Clarence,  duke  of 
Clergy,  parochial 
Cotton 
Copper 

Cochrane,  lord 
Crim.con. 

Crimes 

Derby,  trials  at 
Debt 

Develneaux 

Distresses 

Ecclesiastical  affairs 
Emigration 
Erskine,  lord 
Espionage 
Estate,  great 
E-xecutions 
Flour  and  grain 


11  5v 

191 

76  14'2  156  19’. 

17^- 

155 
111  171 

121 

1S‘^ 

132 

59 

10 

226 

10  30  64  128  430 
SB 
10 

n 174  278  322  341 
360  40! 
174 

156 

10  76  121  156  320 
173 

121  160  73 
n 27 
11  26  27 
323 
81 
341 
43  341 
67  156 
59  156  173 
121 
3 

341  430 
96  203 
94  110  121 


10  26  43 

142  172  191  265  320  323  341  376  395 
Female  challenge  ll 

Fever  26  121  156  173  265  323  430 

Frame  breaking  10 

Gaming  173 

Greenwich  hospital  142 

Hunt,  Mr.  376 

Hops  173 

Henry  VIII.  63 

Harrier,  sloop  of  war  112 

Husbands  absconding  122 

Interest  on  money  10 

Ireland,  population,  &c.  156 

Jesuits  college  12l 

King,  the  121 

Leopold,  prince  323 

Loudon,  bridges,  48  220 

Lunatics  341 

Manufactures  131 

McAvoy,  Miss  431 

Mine  explodes  10 

Militia  training  26 

Miscarriages  341 

Murray,  lady  360 

Nails,  wrought  10 

Navy  43  49  203  26.5 

Naval  Chronicle  383 

Northumberland,  duke  of  26 

O’Connor,  R.  76  121  152 

O’Neil,  miss  43 

Parliament  27  44 

Pensions  156 

Ponsonby,  Mr.  10  26 

Porter  and  ale  173 

Poor  rates  220 

Ports  shut  341 

Prince  regent  10  27  376 

Queensbury  estate  121 

Revenue  11  26  50  174 

Riots  26 

Royal  family  322 

Saddler,  Mr.  59 

Sleight  of  hand  man  395 

Spain  and  her  colonies  47  76  143  191  376 
Shoe  blacking  110 

Scotland,  population,  &c.  156 

Sjijcide  94  204 

Stiwil  papers  76 

-•Stocks  AO.  26  43  76  110  121  142  156  173 
•.*  ^ ••  . 191  265  360  430 

Stock*dpfa\moi's  121;  phrases 
Steam  bdhis  * , - * , 

Syphon  • * »*  , * 

Ships  of  the  Una ' ^ . . 
sSbuthcoat,  Joanmi  ^ 

^ationary,  cost  of  * * ,. » ^ 

kpecie  I ,*■ 

Sussex,  the  duke  of  ‘ 

Season,  the 
Tavistock  canal 
Tobacco 
Torture 

Trade  and  commerce 
Treasons,  &c, 

Trial  by  battle 


Tumsian  corsairs 


156 
11 
156 
11 
10 
94 
173 
360 
360 
142 
320 
17S 
10  11 

11  1.73  205  265  323  395 
395 
219 


INDEX 


Walking  matches 
Watson,  Mr. 

Waterloo  brulge  220;  do.  committee 


27 

2ti 

173 


Wlit^al,  Sparnun 
Window  tax 
Wilson,  sir  R. 
Wooltr,  Mr. 

Kro;;d  question 
lirooks,  lieut. 
Brown,  m.aj.  gen. 
S.  R. 


155 
172  173 
173 
21 
49 
298 

79,  333,  396 
96,  116 


Richard,  Cherokee  chief  43 

Brownlow,  capt.  344 

Buenos  Ayres,  see  liio  cle  la  Plata 


158 

61 

132 


42 


Bull  feast  for  the  church 
Bull  of  tlie  pope 
Burdett’s  speech 
C 

Caddo  chief 
Canada — t^overnment  of  60; 
trade  from  the  U.  S.  to  116, 
high  treason  206;  new  set- 
tlers 221;  exports,  &c.  404- 

Canal — between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  93 

Carthagen.a — see  New  Granada. 
Carraboo,  Miss'.  10,  30,64,  128 

Cattle  shew,  at  Brighton  147 

Cayuga  lake  208 

Cement,  Mr.  Randolph’s  disco- 
very 7 

Cents,  coinage  of  192 

Challenge,  a court  martial  res- 
pecting 110 

Charcoal  343 

Charleston — disease  at  16,31, 

48,  79,  112,  159,  192;  restor- 
ed to  health  272 

Chesapeake  bay — survey  of,  &c. 

128,  223;  depot  345 

Children  smothered  at  the 
breast  1 75 

Chili,  imports  and  exports  8; 

Talcahuana  124;  notices 

of  the  state  of  47,  376;  Juan 
Fernandez  175;  proclamation 
47/  Tucuman  343 

China  and  Russia  342;  import 
of  opium  prohibited  431 

Christmas,  how  observed  344 

Clay,  Mr.  at  Vincennes  and 
his  speech  there  14; — see 
-congress,  and  300 

Cleopatra’s  barge  112,  173 

Clergy,  episcopal,  in  the  U.  S.  16 
Clerks  in  public  offices  354  345 
Coat — stitches  in  a 15 

Coats  of  arms  18 

Cobbett,  William,  a letter  of 
the  editor  to  &c,  33,  65,  112 

162 

Coffin,  admiral,  anecdote  36 

Colonization  scheme,  ess.ij'S  and 
remarks  upon,  82,  164,  177, 

223;  society  378 

Columbia  district,  imports,  ton- 
nage, &c.  379 

Commercial  items  320 

Commissioners  to  South  Arne- 
rica  * 96,  223 

Compensation  of  congress  313;^ 
see  congress. 

Congress  frigate  96,  206 

Congress. 


Ad  valorem  duties  249  268 

Aiuelia  island  and  Galvezton  253,  259 
287,  30J,  335,  338,  3 IS 


Appropriations  for  1813,  27) 

Allowances  and  drawbacks  293 

Alabama  grant  306 

Anderson,  John  325,  327,  335.  337,  340, 
345,  352,  353,  354 
Allen,  William  303 

1'  Armories  392 

I Arms  furnished  the  states  309 

Banks  268,  301,  3!4,  3'i7,  394 

Bankrupt  law  267,  268,  433,  -134 

) Beaumarchais’  claim  356,  357 

Bounty  lands  249.  251,  252,  254,  270, 

I 2‘71,  272,  335.  352,  357.  373,  394,  432 
Brevet  rank  308,  356,  392,  .394,  395, 
i 413,  414,  41.5,  432,  433 

i British  officers  detained  at  rinladtlphia  337 
■ Bibles  374 

I Bloomfield,  Mr.  294 

t Canadian  volunteers  293,  393 

I Canals  269 

Capitol,  the  305,  325 

Chaplains  249,  252 

Children,  a man  and  woman  with  20,  25 1 

Clay,  Mr.  235,  249 

Claims,  miscellaneous  394 

Claims,  revolutionary  270,  352 

Clerks,  public  354,  356 

Clothes,  ready  made  432 

Collection  of  duties  357 

Columbia,  the  district  of  309 

Committees  on  the  president’s  message 

249,  251 

do.  standing  267 

Compensation,  see  7)iembers,  below 
Commissioners  of  clairhs  255,  392,  433 

Commutation-  see fioMwty  lands. 

Commercial  intercourse  414,  434 

Constitutional  amendments  249,  272,  309, 

352,  372 

Contractors  433 

Convention,  the  journal  of  320,  .327 

Crimes  against  tae  U.  S.  326 

Dana,  E.  &c.  325 

Darien  372 

Detroit  27l 

Dickerson,  Mr.  340 

Distillers  2.56 

Earle,  :Mr.  325 

Edwards,  Mr.  309 

Elegibility  of  jnembers  255,  268,  299, 

308,  413 

Expatriation  269,  294,  295 

Exports,  U.  S.  435 

Fees,  bill  of  238,  340,  354 

Fisk,  Mr.  352 

Fisli,  pickled  254,  293 

Florida,  see  Amelia  above,  and  316 

Flag  of  the  U.  S.  271,  358 

Forsyth,  Mr.  252 

Foreign  legislatures  293 

Franking  309 

Galvezion— see  Amelia,  above. 

Georgia  militia  services  30fi 

General  staff  326,  372 

Ghent,  treaty  of  305 

Half  pay  338,  414 

Heath, capt.  see  Perry. 

High  seas,  offences  on  the  267,  268 

Harrison,  Mr.  385 

Herrick,  Mr.  254,  325 

Hospital  surgeons  372 

Hopkinson,  Mr.  340,  356 

Holmes,  Mr.  253 

Hughes,  S.  394 

Illinois  372 

Imports,  duties  on  366 

Internal  improvements  249,  254,  269,285, 
293,  346 

Insolvent  debtors  so5 

Indians  303 

Indian  agents  334,  352,  372,  392 

Internal  duties  255,  256,  268,  272,  316 
Instruction,  the  right  of  392 

Iron,  relating  to  414,433 

Irish  association  432 

Ireland,  John  373^  433 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Ky,  253,  259,  29',  353, 

415,  432 

Johnson,  Mr.  of  Va.  357,  415 

Judiciary  255,  335,  372,  414,  435 

Justices  of  the  peace  294 

Judicial  records  325,  326,  357 

Kosciusko  357^  383 

Lawrence,  capt.  323 

Lands,  public  269,  294,  324,  325,  357, 

^ 374,  393,  413,  432 

Laws,  promulgation  of  413 

Land  warrants  432 

Liquors,  foreign  394 

Loan  office  certificates  31a 

Low,  Catharine  433 

235 


3C5,  .326,  335,  350,  39. 
219,  25),  25-1,  268,  3(K 
urr 

252,  254,  256 


Mtn.bers— political  designation  of  163;  li  t 
of  264;  Compensation  of  259,  27o,  27;, 
313,  326,  328,  334.  392;  having  liel  1 offi- 
ces—308— see  elegibility. 

Maiuifactory  of  porcelain  33 

Manufactures  267,  294,  295,  393,  41 

Marble  company  41 J 

Mason,  A.  I'.  35 

Massachusetts’  claims  372,  371,  302,  11 
Meade,  Mr.  295,  3-  6,  .392,  391,  41 

Mercer,  Mr.  327,  3.- 

Militia 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Mint 

Michigan,  lake 
Mogadore 
Mtimford,  Mr. 

Messages  to  congress,  by  the  president.— 
On  opening  the  session  236;  [is  mai  K ’ 
thereon  257;]  as  to  members  who  had  boh 
oftices  308;  respecting  Amelia  and  Galvev 
ton  269,  287,  301;  on  the  force,  Ike.  t>f  lii 
army  29);  on  taken  possession  of  Amelin  33' 
346,  375;  respecting  Beaum.nrchais'  ciaii: 
356;  on  roads  372;  on  contractors  for  the  xi 
my,  &c.  391;  on  the  case  of  jMr.  Meade  3o.': 
on  the  surveys  of  tJie  coast  4l3;  ,nhou  i 
fumiturc  of  the  president’s  house  432;  on  a; 
fairs  with  Spain  433;  on  tfn-  cominereiai 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  434. 

Navy,  of  the  256.  315.  325,  42'‘ 


Naval  depots 
Naples 

Neutral  relations 
Newton,  Mr. 

Nomination  of  officers 
Ogle,  Mr. 

Oneida, 

Organ  for  a church 
Basset)  gers 
Pattieson,  J. 

Parris,  Mr. 

Perry,  capt.  and  captain  Heath  267.  357 

368,  392,  414 


3 

3‘  .3 

3c9 

30 

3 3, 

,3t9 

3'-S 

398 

37  3 

37 

37 


Pensions 
Pension  fund 
Pitkin,  Mr. 

PJaiiton,  mad. 

Post  master  general 
Presidents  house,  &C. 
Property  lost,  &c. 
Public  accounts 

buildings 

Quakers  petition 
Rations 

Revolutionary  patriots 


325.  338,  352,  4 

352,  .3.57 
30 
252 

3/5 

24') 

323,  .374,  385 
306,  3.3-1 
391.  4.32 
268,  294,  395, 
394,  432 
251,  26>. 
306,  324,  .340 
269,  35 


Robertson,  Mr. 

Roads 

Rules  of  the  house 
Reports.  Animal,  of  the  secretary  ofti, 
treasury  241;  docuniems  accompanying  it 
261;  of  the  same  on  the  appropriations  f..i 
1818,  271;  of  the  same  about  local  hanks,  301 : 
of  the  same  on  loan  office  certiticates  3 6;ol 
tile  same  on  duties  on  imports  36d;  of  tin  st  -i 
cretary  of  state,  about  tiie  treaty  of  Glieiit 
305;  ot  the  members  who  had  held  office 
; of  the  secretary  of  war  on  the  force  am 
distrihiuion  of  the  army  294,  30 1;  of  the  se 
cretary  ol  the  navy,  with  the  proceedings  of 
court  martials  held  in  the  Medif.  vrancan  417: 
on  the  increase  of  the  navy  429;  in  the  se- 
nate, on  naval  affairs  368;  on  the  public 
buildings  383:  in  the  liouse  of  represeiua 
lives— on  the  internal  duties  255;  on  int<  rnai 
improvements  285;  :ibout  Amelia  island,  }sic. 
335;  on  the  public  lands  357;  on  the  uaiioii 
al  flag  358;  on  arming  the  militia  359 


Salt,  tliity  on 
Salines 
Scioui  salt  works 
Seminole  Indians 
Seamen 
Sergeant,  Mr. 

Shu  mac 

Sinking  fund 

Slaves,  fugitives,  Jkc.  &c. 


293,  305,  272,  43/ 
270 
372 
352,  39, 
254,  364,  372 
2.50 

4?  I 
414 

, 308,  374,  39.3. 

413.  4 32 

and  slave  trade  268,  300,  .303.  309. 

334,  337 

Slave  killed  in  war  394 

Soldiers,  revolutionary  3.52 

Soldiers- widows  and  orplians  270,  433 
" ■ ‘ ■ 268,  414,433 

25-3 
23.5 
335 
37 « 

3C5,  392,  •’9.3,  394.  395, 

414.  4?'. 


Spanish  affairs 
patriots 


Speaker  chosen 
Spencer,  Mr. 
Stereotype 
St.  Clair,  gen. 


VI 


INDEX 


Mammoths  344 

Manning  the  navy  103 

Manby,  capt.  48 

Manufactures  memorial  332 

Manufactories  destroyed  312 


Manufacturers,  Am.  imitated 
32;  of  iron  149;  see  congress; 
generally  149;  crockery  149; 
expeditious  161;  Briggs*  es- 
say 212;  Oneida  memorial 
398;  J.  Mellish  361;  British 
remarks  436 

Margaretta.  Morillo*»  defeat 
12,  29,  95,  143;  barbarities 
at  12, 143;  “New  Sparta’*  13; 
manifesto . 158 

Maria  Louisa  45,  77,  342 

Maritime  law,  British  219 

Marine  lever  208;  corps  315 

lilarriages — gen.  Lallemand  176 

Martin,  Luther,  esq.  1,  244 

Mareschal,  archbishop  272 

Marquesas  islands  124 

Matthew,  St.  Island  124 

Maryland.  Election  127;  act 
to  suppress  duelling  244;  fi- 
nances 260;  banks  281;  news 
papers  282;  governor’s  mes- 
sage 304;  representation  364; 
claims — see  congress  and 
389  435;  legislature  396 

Massachusetts — gen  Welles  163; 
caucuses  192,  209;  projected 
canal  208;  claims  208;  Bos- 
ton election  209;  days  of  the 
week  376 

Meade,  Mr.  at  Cadiz  77,  417 
see  congress. 

Mechanical  toasts  311 

Medical  staff  273 

Mediterranean  squadron  64,  160, 
176,  192,  312,  417;  remon- 
strance of  the  officers  of.  Sec.  368 
Mellish,  John  361 

Mercer,  col.  J.  159 

Methodists  in  G.  Britain,  8cc  HO 
Mexico.  Notices  of  Mina  12,  29, 
62,  96,  143,  158,  191,  221, 
324;  of  his  capture  267,  360, 
396,  413;  proclamation  of  the 
viceroy  respecting  him,  &c.  124 
Microscope,  solar  76 

Military  academy  at  West  Point 
31,  48,  112;  officers  and  ca- 
dets at  75,  256;  gen  Scolt  at  143 
Militia  services  273 

Mississippi.  Constitution  54; 

election  96;  Natchez  159 

Missouri.  Election  144,  312;  pro- 
posed to  be  made  a state  176 
Mobile  . 343 

Morris,  Governeur  66 

Mountain  disappears  in  Germa- 
ny 45;  burning  in  Java  205; 
the  Himalaga  chain  62 

Moreau’s  monument  175 

Morgan,  lady — extract  from  her 
“Prance”  141 

Morris,  capt.  U.  S.  navy  144,  159 
Mortali'y  in  militia,  &,c.  273 

Montgomery  gen.  436 

Monroe,  Mr.  president  of  the 
U.  S.  at  ForfGeorge,  Niagara 
and  Det^roit  29;  returns  to 


Washington  63;  account  of  his 
review  of  the  troops  at  De- 
troit 72;  his  tour  noticed, 
generally,  112;  his  tour  men- 
tioned in  England  46 

Murder,  horrid  at  Lisbon  45 

Muhlenburg,  maj.  , 360 

Murat — Neapolitan  proceedings 
on  his  capture,  70;  Madam 

78,  404 
N. 

Maples — corn  and  seeds  45;  cap- 
ture of  Murat  70 

National  pride  114;  education 
145;  Intelligencor  314 

Mavy  and  naval  of  the  U.  S.  see 
Mediterranean;  on  manning 
tlie  103;  British  notices  142 
156  193;  rates  45  193  203; 
warfare  64 ; anecdotes  67 ; 
courts  144  185  368  436;  de- 
pots 223  345;  increase  159 


429;  estimates  315 

Naval  Chronicle,  British  383 

Navigation  of  the  U.  S.  treasu- 
ry circular  102 

Needle  work,  a machine  for  123 
Negro  traders  32  80 


JYetherlands — tumults  45;  Swiss 
at  Amsterdam  59;  Wellington 
see  Wellington ; commercial 
treaty  with  the  U.  S.  123  191 
310  ; corn  123  ; vaccination 
123;  German  emigrants  in  157; 
army  175:  palace  220;  rice 
imported  205;  births  220;  the 
Rhine  310;  prince  of  Orange 
342;  revenue  and  expenses 


342;  linen  manufacture  342 

New  Brunswick  60 

Newcomb,  lieut.  96 

Newfoundland,  the  banks  of  62 

fires  at  266,  311  404 

New  Grenada  61  266  375 

Me-o)  Jersey  election  159  176 


New  Orleans,  see  Louisiana;  en- 
graving of  the  battle  of  174  205 
Meivspapers — postage  129  164  ; 
list  of  those  in  the  U.  S.  pro- 
posed 210  225;  do.  in  Mary- 
land 282 ; propositions  rC- 


specting 

346 

Newtonian  theory 

80 

Vew  Year,  remarks  upon 

297 

Mexv  York — presents  a sword  to 

gen.  Strong  13;  the  same  to 
gen.  Macomb  72 ; Owasco 
lake  31;  battery  128  185;  E- 
vening  Post  115;  canals  116 
207  211;  thanks-giving  144; 
commerce  234;  British  sub 
j ects  at  401;  governor’s  speech 
406;  claims  435 

J\^orth~  Carolina  members  of 
congress  48;  table  of  exports 
102;  commercial  company  223; 
legislature  223 ; governor’s 
message  246;  Messrs,  Yancey 
and  Murphey  257;  penitentiary 
311;  sugar  343;  internal  im- 
provements 404 

Nova  Scotia — cost  of  the  go- 
vernment of  60 


O. 

Official  compatibility 
Ohioy  Indian  lands  in  151;  bridge 
at  Chillicothe  208;  governor’.s 
message  279;  river  rise  312; 
commerce  of  377 

Oneida  society  212  398 

Ontario,  the  U.  S.  sloop  342 

Otis,  James  361 

O’Connor,  Roger  76  121;  his  nar- 
rative 152 

Owasco  lake,singularly  affected  31 
Oxen,  large  377 

P 

Packets  to  England  344 

Painting,  the  power  of  on  brutes 
9;  Mr.Bird’s  121;  Mr.  West’s 
and  Vanderlyn’s  128;  David’s 

157 

Paper,  manufacture  of  222 

Passive  obedience  178 

Paoli,  monument  erected  at  65;* 
description,  &c,  83 

Parish’s  infamous  sermon  116 

Paulding,  Van  Wart  and  Wil- 
liams 130 

Pauper  statistics  311 

Peru,  imports  and  exports  8;  war 
in  ^ 175  376 

Peace  society,  correspondence 
with  the  emperor  Alexander, 

&c.  ^ 124 

Pension  office,  notice  from  343 
Pennsylvania — presents  a sword 
to  captain  Stewart  93;  election 
noticed  96;  returns  of  do.  127 
144  192;  Kettering’s  cure  of 
the  hydrophobia  100;  British 
officers  detained  at  Philadel- 
phia, &c.  160;  thanksgiving 
192;  finances  260  333;  govern- 
or’s message  275;  paupers  in 
Philadelphia  311;  governor’s 
inaugural  address  318;  report 
on  education  378;  internal  im- 
provement, cliaiige  of  the  con- 
stitution proposed  403, 

Perpetual  motion  59 

Perry,  capt, — see  congress. 

Petition  to  judge  Peters  214 

Pickens,  gen.  31 — biographical 
sketch  71 

Plaster  of  Paris  208 

Plattsburg,  the  aniversary  of  the 
battle  of  80;  the  schooner  176 
Pluyiometrical  observations  331 
Poland — constitution  for  45; 
prince  Radzivil  157;  wolves 
157;  boundaries  404 

Political  economy — on  food  18 

Politics — retrograde  65 

Pope — bull  of  the  61.  See 
Francey  Italy  &c. 

Population  of  the  U.  S.  estimates 
of  180 

Portugal — Projected  revolution 
12  45  310;  Indiamen  captured 
by  Buenos  Ayrean  cruisers  29; 
77y  murder  at  Lisbon  45; 
sends  troops  to  Brazil  77; 
affairs  with  Spain  265;  execu- 
tions 310;  expert  navigation 
310;  affairs  with  Tunis  310 


INDEX. 


VI I 


PotcTTiac  fisheries  312 

Porter,  com.  and  com.  HUlyar 
65  113  148 

Powder  mills  blow  up  111 

Ptolomy  Philadelphus  31 

President’s  house,  furniture  for 
192  224;  message,  remarks 
upon  257 

Press,  on  the  freedom  of  99;  on 
the  state  of  in  the  U.  States  210 
Pride  of  country  111 

Privateering,  see  “Spanish  Ame- 
rica.” 

Privateersmen  arrested  61  143 

173  208 

Prices  current  79 

Promotions— see  appointments.^ 
Protest  of  British  subjects  in 
New  York  401 

Prior,  capt.  E.  375 

Pr?/ss/a  — Swimming  school  157; 
constitution  talked  of  205; 
theatre  at  Berlin  205;  minister 
at  Washington  208;  British 
manufactures  220  310;  Saxon 
claims  310;  of  the  king 
Punctuation,  an  error  in 
Punctuality — an  anecdote 
Puzzle  for  lawyers 
Q 

Quadrant,  Godfrey’s 
R. 

Ramsay,  col.  N. 

Randolph,  D.  M.  on  cement 
Reaping — a pleasant  anecdol 
‘filed  Book,”  the 
Representation  of  Baltimore  364 
Republics,  British  opinions  of  76 
Retrograde  politics  65 

Ithode-lslund. — Legislative  pro- 
ceedings on  the  internal  reve- 
nue 199 

i2fc/i7?J072c/.— assessment  of  111; 
Enquirer  113;  E.  I.  company 
proposed  159;  bills  of  mor- 
tality 377 

Rio  de  la  Plata — imports  and 
exports  8;  privateers  79  158 
175  192  266  324  376  396;  ad- 
miral Biwvn  175;  state  of 
things  at  175  324;  Pueyrre- 
don’s  expose  185 

Ripley,  gen.  272 

Rodgers,  com.  on  hauling  ves- 
sels out  of  the  water  for  re- 
pairs 29;  his  report  on  the  in- 
crease of  the  navy  429 

Rodney,  .Tohn  31;  C.  A.  223 

Royal  governments,  safety  of  122 
Kush,  Dr,  J.  377 

Russell,  Mr.  16 

Russia — Odessa  12  95  220;  l.an- 
castrian  schools  12;  e.Tigra- 
tion  to  12  26;  bank  of  28;  li- 
beral ukase  of  the  einncror  45; 
affairs  with  Spain  123  265  297 
324  395;  emperor’s  tot;r  123 
157  175;  affairs  wi(li  Turkey 
123;  affairs  with  Brazil  123; 
do.  with  ihe  U.  S.  123  142 
220;  emperor’s  letter  to  the 
peacesociety  125,  tfurs  with 
England  175;  population  205 


324;  TWac  Mehaclo  310;  Mos- 
cow 404;  count  Romanzoff  12; 
empress  Catharine  17  324; 
Cronstadt  123  157;  tlie  army 
123;  princess  of  Prussia  143; 
navy  143  157;  loans  143;  army 
205;  personal  servitude  220; 
notices  of  the  state  of  240; 
Tobolsk  310;  Persian  Gulph 
342;  manufacturers  introduc- 
ed 342;  Kamschatchka  430 

S. 

Salmon  river,  falls  of  32 

Salt  springs  116  208  342 

Salt  water  well  63 

Sampson,  Mr.  65 

Saranac,  brig  62  95  111  144  176 


Sardinia,  king  of 
Savage,  the  brig 
Savannah,  disease  at 
Saving  of  fuel 
School  books  proposed 
Scotch  greys 


45  59 
312 
16 
75 
145 
101 


Scotland,  population,  revenue  156 


404 

Scott,  Mr.  anecdote  of 

80 

65 

Sea  serpent,  3 30  50  112  160 

80 

207  223 

224 

Seamen,  expertness  of 

63 

Selkirk,  lord 

293 

2 68 

Services  of  militia 

270 

Shaw,  capt.  U.  S.  navy 

377 

159 

Sharks 

221 

7 

Sheep,  wild,  of  the  Rocky 

moun- 

e 62 

tains 

15 

147 

Ships — pulled  up  on  the  stocks 

inEngland  11;  the  same  there- 
tofore done  in  the  U.  S.  29; 
built  in  India  60 

Ship  building,  rapid,  at  N.  Y.  223 
Shoe-blacking  liquid  110 

Sierra  Leone  179  200;  col.  Max- 
well 26;  an  African  chief  fired 
upon  28 

Sinking  fund,  U.  S.  - 160 

Skaiting  , 312 

Slaves,  registry  of  in  the  W.  I.  12 
Slave  trade,  documents  respect- 
ing 200 

Smuggling  377 

Snow  224 

Snyder,  gov.  343 

Solar  microscope  76 

Soldiers’  lands  208  224 

Song — Incledon’s  160 

SouthAmerica,  generally,  wealth 
and  resources  of  6;  commis- 
sioners to  96  223;  essay  on  the 
state  of  98  117  181;  punisli- 
ment  of  patriots  122;  British 
officers,  &c.  124  160  171  192 
214  272  396;  French  officers 
128;  Ind'dto  192;  European 
notices  of  the  affairs  of  158 

175  219  376  376 
South  Carolina — governor’s  mes- 
sage 276;  salaries  343 

Spain — Amnesty  12;  church  pro- 
perty taxed  12  142;  specie 
from  the  colonies  12  342;  gen. 
Lacey  28  59  77  123;  finance.? 
28  122  310  342;  and  the  U. 
States  28;  commissions  a Cad- 


do chief  42;  queen  of  43  94 
123  174;  duties  45;  the  royal 
family  of,  at  Rome  45;  prepa- 
rations against  the  colonies 
59  191  342;  patriots  77  310; 

St.  Tgnace  de  Loyola  77  94; 
disturbances  122;  wretched- 
ness 122;  Ferdinand  eulogiz- 
ed! 191;  theatre  220;  Russian 
fleet  265;  inquisition  310;  cle- 
mency 310;  affairs  with  Rus- 
sia 265  310;  affairs  with  Por- 
tugal 265;  Cadiz  359;  Alicant 
310  342;  navy  342;  refugees 
396;  board  of  health  342 

Spanish  America^*— ^ov  particu- 
lar events  see  the  several  pro- 
vinces; privateers  47  61 

Spanish  consul  at  Savannah  111 
Specie — arrivals  of,  &c.  64  96 
112  176;  transport  of  96;  abun- 
dance of  in  Europe  124 

Speech  in  a dream  300 

Springs,  curious  32 

Steam  engines  and  boats — O. 
Evans’  discovery  of  5 345;  in 
England  11  173;  in  Spain  12; 
in  France  27;  capt.  Stiles’  62; 
in  the  western  waters  112; 
safety  of  128  15{) 

Steam  boat  Massachusetts  272 

engine  at  Philadelphia  343 

pump  224 

navigation  150 

Stewart,  capt.  of  the  navy — a 
sword  presented  to  him  93 
Stiches  in  a coat  15 


Stocks — British, French,  &c.  see 
British,  French,  &c.;  Ameri- 
can, prices  of  &.c.  43  64  173 

216  265 

Sk’ong,  gen.  of  Vermont,  a sword 
presented  to  him  13 

Strong,  gov.  quoted  163 

Stuart  papers  76 

Sugar,exported  from  N. Orleans  31 

North  Carolina  343 

Suicide,  singular  99 

Supreme  court,  U.  S.  .396 

Survey — see  Chesapeake;  do.  176 
Susquehannah  river — arks  and 
rafts,  15;  bridges  344;  bridge 
and  bank  comp.  345;  bridge 
at  Lewisburg  435 

Siveden — Prince  Oscar  44  59; 
respecting  Norway  78;  crown 
prince  78,  310;  conspiracies, 
&c.  78  143;  commercial  regu- 
lations 157;  old  king  175;  ca- 
nal 175;  cliildren  smothered 
175;  navy  175;  police  191; 
bankruptcies  310;  paper  cur- 
rency 430 

Swimming  school  157 

Swiss  at  Amsterdam  59 

Switzerland — the  press  in  395 

Syllogism  94 

Svphon,  a newlv  invented  156 

T. 

Tallow,  a substance  like  it  8C 

'Paylor,  Tliomas,  of  Connecticut  15 
Tayloring — slitche^  in  a coat  15; 
r done  bv  a machine  l*^" 


Vlll 


INDEX. 


Tennessee — election  31, 127;  bank 

U.S,  224;  governor’s  message 
104;  seat  of  government  256; 
exports  176;  convention  224 

I'ombucto  . 404 

Tonnage  of  the  U.  S.  368,  of 
Columbia  379 

Tobacco  exported  from  N.  Or- 
leans 31;  monopoly  of  in 
France  77;  inspected  at 
Lynchburg  111;  in  England 
173,  320;  inspections  of  in  Vir- 
ginia 344 

Travelling,  facilities  in  29,  32 
Treasury  circular  102 

Tri  colored  cockade  48 

Trial  by  jury,  origin  of  139 

Trotting,  rapid  112 

Tioiis.  See  Barbary  powers.  Re- 
lations of  the  U.  S.  with  64 

Turkey— the  crown  prince  28; 
negociation  with  Russia  60; 
the  Janissaries  78;  Georges 
111;  Kiaya Bey  123;  Smyrna  175 
Tyger,  kills  a lioness  96 

U. 

Underwriters,  fraud  on  79 

V. 

Van  Dieman’s  land  47 

Van  de  Venter,  maj.  272 

Vaccination  in  Holland  123;  in 
Connecticut  343 

Venezuela^  the  provinces  of.  Spa- 
. nish  barbarity  12,  61;  acts  of 
the  patriot  government  12; 
gen.  Piar  13,  207,  360,  372; 


officers  &c.  in  London  29,  76; 
gen.Morillo  29, 61;  the  pope’s 
bull  61;  general  notices  95; 
Angustura  79  143  360;  mani- 
festo 158;  Bolivar’s  proclama- 
tion 207,  360;  tjen.  Paez  222; 
Brief  notices  266;  gen.  Ber- 
mudez 360;  gen.  7«araza  375 

Venice — description  of  the  city  8 

Vesuvius t U.  S.  bomb  vessel 
hauled  up  on  stocks  29;  moun- 
tain, eruption  of  123 

Vermont — election  79,  159;  law 
about  bank  notes  344;  gover- 
nor’s speech  168;  thanksgiv- 
ing proclamation  378;  banks 
proposed  208,  272 

Vine,  cultivation  of  224 

Virginia — projected  internal  im- 
provements 125;  bank  of  the 
Valley  208;  literary  fund  320; 
correspondence  between  the 
governor  and  president  Ma- 
dison 380;  commerce  of  436 
E.  I.  company  proposed  159 
governor’s  message  245;  P 
Henry  344;  armory  346;  finan- 
ces 320 

W. 

Wabash,  the  ship  266 

Wahabees  221 

Wales,  New  South,  state  of  46 
Washington,  gen.  a letter  of  to 
Dr.  Cochran  37;  address  to 
Adet  67;  honored  in  a Spanish 
theatre  220;  monument  to  80; 


Washington,  judge  169;  burn- 
ing of  tlie  city  116;  census  of 
111;  City  Gazette  112;  archi- 
tect appointed  256 

AVaterloo,  aniversary  ofat  Brus- 
sels 45;  the  Scotch'greys  101 
War  dcparimenl— general  or- 
ders 312 

Weekly  Register— terms,  &c.  of 
17;  of  agents  of  69;  increase 
of  209;  close  of  the  volume  421 
Week,  names  of  the  days  of  376 
Welles,  gen.  163 

Welli-agton,  the  duke  of  111,  142, 
430 

Welsh  genealogies  17 

Werner,  the  mineralogist  59 
fVest  Indies — registry  of  slaves 
12;  Havana  28;  Hurricane  206, 
267;  Martinico  191;  Trinidad 
206;  Barbadoes  311,  404 

AVest’s  picture  128;  see  painting 
West  Point — see  military  academy 
AVharton,  lieut.  col.  of  the  ma- 
rines— of  his  trial  16,  30,  64, 

80,  lor 

AVife  sold  112 

AA^illshire,  Mr.  50 

AVitsar,  Dr.  C.  377 

AVolves,  in  France  94 

AVoodbine,  col.  95,  272 

AA^ooller,  Mr.  his  trial,  &c.  21 

Wrecked  vessels — Manby’s  in- 
vention 48 

Y. 

Yeo,  Sir  James,  L.  200 


ICT^In  general,  there  are  iwo  or  more  references  to  every  important  article  contained  in  this 
volume.  But  persons,  places  and  things  situated  or  happening  in  countries  or  states  not 
found  under  their  own  alphabetical  arrangement,  will  be  found  under  the  country  or  state  that 
they  belong  to.  As,  for  instance,  for^Frince  regent”  seeBritish;  for  ‘^Mo.scoav”  s,eeRussia,  &c. 


NILES’  WEEKT.Y  REGISTER. 

New  series.  No  1-Voi.  I ] BALTI\fORE,  AUGUST  30,  1S17,  [No.  1 - Vol  XHI.  Whole  Vo.ol 


THE  PAST — THE  PRESENT — FOR  THE  FCTURK. 


PRl.^TED  A-iD  PUBLISHED  HT  H.  NILES,  AT  ^5  PER  A.NNUM,  PAYABLE  IX  ADVANCE. 


GO"  I'll e I e nils  of  the  Weekly  Keoister  are  five 
dollars  per  annum,  payable  in  advance,  by  every 
subscriber. 

Notice  that  a payment  is  expected,  will  hereaftei 
be  given  by  the  use  of  a slip  of  blue  paper,  (instead 
wlir.e,  as  customary,)  for  the  direction  of  the  Reois- 
TEK  to  individuals.  But  there  is  no  necessity  for  it 
at  present — as  every  subscriber  was  infonned  oi 
the  apparent  state  of  liis  account,  on  the  9th  in 
Slant — to  wliich  aUeniion  is  respectfully  invited. 

Gentlenie.)  desirous  of  ob’ai  sing  the  General 
Index  .iiid  volume  of  lii  voLDTiox art  speeches,  or 
either  of  will  please  to  forward  the  cost  there 
of,  (3$  each)  with  their  advance  for  the  present 
year. 

It  is  ’.vith  pride  and  pleasure  the  editor  observes 
that,  so  far  as  he  has  heard,  the  arrangement  as  to 
payment  ia  advance,  is  received  with  universal  sa- 
tisfaction. 


Desultory  Remarks. 

(t  is  the  advice  of  a sage,  ‘••never  to  speak 
antil  you  have  something  to  say” — meaning, 
that  we  should  reflect  before  speaking.  Tiiis 
good  advice  is  too  often  wilfully  neglected,  if 
we  may  judge  by  the  proceedings  ot  congress 
and  other  legislative  bodies;  and,  sometimes, 
perhaps,  set  aside  by  peculiar  circumstances,  in 
which  a person  is  a pparently  compelled  to  speak. 

1 have  been  told  that  our  celebrated  advocate, 

Luther  JIartin,  esq.  attending  the  general 
court  at  Annapolis,  discovered  that  the  copy 
of  a certain  paper  recorded  in  Baltimore  coun- 
ty court  was  wanting,  for  the  success  of  a cause 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  when  the  trial  had 
begun:  an  express  was  dispatched,  and  lie  un- 
dertook to  employ  the  court  until  the  desired 
copy  could  be  liad — the  distance  between  the 
places  is  thirty  miles.  He  did  so,  and  amused 
and  instructed  the  court  and  the  bar  by  a flood 
of  law  knowledge,  which,  though  it  did  not  al- 
ways bear  upon  his  case,  was  not  sufliciejitly 

irrelevant  to  cause  him  to  be  checked.  He  was  I vulgar  no  longer  suppose  us  to  be  ‘‘a  sort  of  sa- 


ed,but  the  substanceis  as  heretofore; — and  so 
shall  it  be  with  the  work  itself. 

The  second  is  of  our  country.  Here  we  feel 
at  home;  contentedly  sitting  down  in  our  own 
housCj  and  enjoying  all  tliat  pleases  the  bus* 
band  and  fatiier — a state  of  repose  tJiat  gold 
cannot  buy;  the  quiet  of  tiie  soul;  tlie  rest  of 
safety  in  the  1 ap  of  freedom,  Pe.\  c e,  w ith  Li  - 
BERTY  and  Valor  for  her  supporters,  bearing 
the  horn  of  Plenty,  visits  every  section  of  the 
republic.  The  centinel  says — All’s  weW’—^ 
but  he  must  not  leave  his  post.  Carelessness 
may  destroy  like  treason. 

There  is  not  one  reflecting  American  that 
calculates  (as  ive  Yankees  sav)  on  the  friend- 
ship of  nations  governed  by  kings,  it  is  the 
principle  of  tlieir  own  power  to  hate  us.  We 
nave  presented  to  their  subjects  a ^^dangerou* 
ejcample  of  successful  rebellion,”  and  they  ve- 
ry naturally  wdsh  to  see  us  '^crippled,”  Boli- 
cy  may  lead  them  to  treat  us  courteously;  but^ 
whatever  maybe  tiie  motive  of  their  conduct, 
a love  of  justice  ought  to  regulate  our  own. — • 
It  is  a noble  reflection — it  is  a part  of  the  na^ 
tional  strength,  that  no  foreigp  nation  ever 
sent  liither  a minister  to  reinonstrate  against 
us;  and,  though  there  Was  sometliing  apparently 
humiliating  in  it  at  the  time,  it  is  also  to  our  ho- 
nor tliat  wo  so  long  suffered  the  outrages  of 
England,  seeing  that  we  resisted  them,  at 
last,  as  we  did.  Repeated  defeats  and  disas- 
ters taught  us  to  conquer — the  Eagle-spirit  of 
the  people  rose,  and  looked  direct  at  the  sun^ 
to  receive  the  full  rays  of  its  glory.  I'he  i.s- 
sue  of  tlie  contest,  which  had  for  its  avowed 
object  our  reduction  to  ^^unconditional  sub- 


mission. 


astonislied  Europe.  'Phe  undivided 
power  of  England,  every  whei*e  fe.it  through 
her  gold  or  by  her  arms,  was  baffled  by  a people 
yet  in  the  gristle  of  their  manhood;  and  the 


iuppose 

in  the  midst  of  a learned  exposition  of  agreatjvages  with  long  tails,”— but  regard  us  as  men 
point  at  the  moment  that  the  official  copy  was 
put  into  his  hands;  and,  at  once  breaking  off 
his  argument,  he  said,  ‘‘and  please  your  ho- 


nors,Tiere  is  the  very  thing  that  I liave  been 
speaking /o?\”  The  paper  was  read  by  a ju- 
nior lawyer;  and  it  must  be  acknowledged  “he 
spoke  to  some  purpose,”  for  he  gained  the 
cause.  If — on  the  occasion  of  presenting  the 
first  number  of  a new  volume,  and  feeling,  as 
Mr.  Martin  did,  a sort  of  a necessity  to  speak, 
I am  fortunate  enough  to  amuse  or  instruct 
iny  readei*s,  I shall  be  gratified. 

The  ^rsf  immediate  concern  between  the 
editor  and  his  subscribei’S  is  the  Weekly  Re- 
gister. The  language  (ff  our  motto  is  chang- 


like themselves,  capable  of  attempting,  ami 
in  fact  ot  accomplishing,  almost  any  thing. — 
As  to  naval  enterprizes,  they  would  hardly  be 
surprized  to  bear  that  a party  of  yankees  had 
doubled  Cape  Horn  in  a great  wasnlng-tub  for 
a ship,  and  captured  in  the  Pacific  a frigate  or 
two  that  they  happened  to  fall  in  with  uwcon- 
voyed  by  ships  ot  the  line!  Every  one  that  has 
travelled  in  Europe  since  the  treaty  of  GhenL 
is  sensible  of  the  vast  change  that  has  been 
made  in  our  favor.  The  opinions  about  us  are 
as  extravagant  in  our  favor  now,  as  they  were 
against  us  some  years  ago.  But  it  is  not  a 
high  military  character  that  we  would  aim  at; 
the  world  wants  reposa^and,  whilst  we  mani* 


N1LE3’  REGISTER— AUGUST  30,  10 17 —GODFREY'S  QL  ADKAxNT. 


lest  a determination  and  an  ability  to  maintain  i 
our  rights,  at  arms — may  it  be  our  great  praise  I 
to  excel  in  works  or  peace,  and  proudly  to! 
shew  to  the  world  the  capability  that  man  has  to 
govern  himself,  in  equity  and  justice;  and  to 
liold  up  our  country  as  an  asyluiii  for  the  op- 
pressed of  all  nations. 

It  is  a singular  fact,  that  our  government  is 
tlie  only  one  m the  civilized  world  wliose  re- 
venue exceeds  its  disbursements;  and  yet  we 
are  more  lightly  taxed  than  any  of  tliem.  With 
much  money  lying  in  the  treasury,  there  is  a 
serious  dilFiculty  to  redeem  the  public  debt  ac- 
cording to  the  appropriations  for  it,  the  stocks 
being  above  par.  A very  natural  enquiry 
arises  as  to  the  cause  of  this.^  The  stocks  bear 
only  sir  j^er  cent,  and  money  in  the  United 
States  is  worth,  because  it  will  easily  produce, 
a greater  interest.  I;ut  the  cause  is  in  the  fo- 
reign demand.  European  capitalists  now  nave 
an  entire  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  go- 
vernment; and,  considering  the  uncertainty  of 
things  at  home,  wish  to  deposit  something  in 
our  keeping  for  a dernier  resort;  the  probability 
js,  that  the  public  debt,  instead  of  being  paid 
oif  according  to  our  ability  for  it,  will  not  be 
reduced  mucli  faster  (after  the  present  year) 
than  the  periods  of  its  limitations  will  admit  of 
— and  that  we  shall  have  much  money  lying 
idle  in  tlie  treasury.  'Uhis  is,  really,  an  en- 
viable situation.  The  tlieory  bf  our  govern- 
ment has  been  severely  tested  by  difficulties  in 
peace  and  great  pressure  in  war;  but  has  an 
elasticity  in  the  support  of  the  people,  or  ra- 
ther in  supporting  itself,  (for  the  people  and 
the  government  are  as  nearly  the  same  as  they 
can  well  be)  that  causes  positive  good  to  re- 
sult from  apparent  evil.  Jt  is  evident  that  our 
system  is  the  strongest  in  the  world — and 
why  should  it  not  be,  seeing  that  it  is  every 
man’s  personal  interest  to  support  it;  a case 
that  exists  no  where  else.^  In  all  other  coun- 
tries, the  state  and  church,  in  alliance,  are  at 
war  with  the  people:  we  have  nothing  of  this, 
because  the  state  and  church  afiairs  are  ma- 
nagetl  by  the  people  for  their  own  benefit,  and 
at  their  own  pleasure.  In  every  department 
of  either,  tliey  are  immediately  represented; 
and  cannot  be  taxed  without  their  consent. — 
And  hence  it  very  naturally  follows,  that  we 
ouglit  to  have  the  best  jiatriots  and  the  best 
Christians  on  the  globe^  as  indeed,  I believe 
tliat  we  have. 

These  are  among  the  advanbiges  enjoyed 
by  our  country,  and  have  we  not  reason  to  be 
proud  of  them.^  Behold,  the  peace  that  pre- 
vails!— the  president  of  the^United  States  has 
travelled  through  the  eastern  section  of  our 
country  unguarded,  save  by  the  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens^  the  regent  of  England  pro- 
ceeds to  his  parliament  in  a bullet-proof  codich) 
and  Louis,  though  yet  surrounded  by  foreign 
Jaayonets,  would  tremble  like  an  aspen  leaAf 


one  man  were  only  to  stamp  his  foot  upon  the 
shore  of  France.  But  tliese  are  'Hegitimite 
I sovereigns!” 

It  has  been  the  gi’eat  business  of  the  editor 
of  the  WEEKLY  REGISTER  to  eiideavor  to  raise 
up  a national  character;  and  it  sliall  be  pei-se- 
vered  in  with  unwearied  assiduity.  The  peo- 
ple are  every  day  more  and  more  convinced 
that  they  have  a country  and  a constitution 
Worth  defending;  and  it  is  now  manifest  to 
all,  that,  with  a sound  and  enlightened  policy, 
we  must  have  peace  and  prosperity  at  home, 
and  safety  and  respect  abroad.  To  point  out 
this  policy  is  a labor  worthy  of  tlie  soundest 
hearts  and  best  heads  amongst  us — and  the 
people  should  be  made  as  familiar  with  it  as 
with  the  right  of  suftrage,  that  they  may  ex- 
ercise the  latter  as  they  ought.  With  eleciion- 
neering  we  have  nothing  to  do:  it  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  things  that  concerns  us — it  is  the 
business  of  the  people  to  judge  of  those  prin- 
ciples and  apply  tliem,  as  they  see  fit.  Tlie 
end  of  government  is  tlie  happiness  of  society: 
if  it  fails  to  secure  that,  it  is  the  right  of 
society  to  alter  or  amend  it.  Here  is  the 
Jllphatmd  Omega  of  our  politics.  The  rule 
that  shall  govern  our  conduct  through  life. 


Godfrey’s  Quadrant. 

National  character,  like  private  reputation, 
grows  out  of  a scrupulous  regard  to  every  appa- 
rent trifle  that  is  necessary  to  constitute  an 
aggregate.  And,  while  we  would  claim  no 
more  than  is  our  due,  from  a love  of  justice  to 
others,  we  should  be  quite  as  rigidly  honest  to 
ourselves  and  exact  that  due,  tempering  the  ex- 
action with  mercy,  so  far  as  the  case  may  de- 
serve it. 

It  is  not  in  my  line  nor  within  my  power  to 
eulogize,  according  to  its  merits,  the  quadrant 
at  present  used  by  all  civilized  nations.  It  was 
truly  one  of  tlie  most  important  inventions  of 
modern  times.  The  history  of  its  discovery  is 
as  follows: 

\ considerable  premium  had  been  offered  in  Lo7i- 
_don,  for  the  invention  of  a quadrant  possessing  the 
properties,  which  were  ul'amatelv  attained  in  this. 
Godfrey,  a poor  but  ingenious  man,  applied  himself 
dliigently  to  the  business  of  forming  one,  which 
should  answer  the  description  given  in  these  pro- 
posals, and  succeeded.  To  acquire  the  p’’emium 
and  the  honor  of  the  invention,  he  engaged  y pas- 
sage to  Ejigland  in  a ship  just  ready^to  sa»l  from 
PhVadelphia.  John  Hadley^  esq,  then  commanded 
a ship,  lying  also  in  the  Delaware;  and  invited  the 
captain,  with  whbm  Godfrey  was  to  sail,  to  dine 
with  him. — After  dinner  he  brought  out  a quadrant, 
which  he  considered  as  superior  to  those  in  common 
use.  His  guest  told  him,  that  if  he  would  dine 
with  Mm  the  next  day,  he  would  show  him  one 
lately  invented  by  a Philadelphian^  which  was  much 
superior  to  his  own.  Hadley  consented;  and  came 
■he  next  day,  provided  with  the  means  of  taking  an 
exact  description  of  the  new  quadrant.  After  th  ey 
had  dined,  the  quadrant  was  produced;  and  Hadley 
took  a (inscription  of  it.  Ilis  ship  being  ready  to 
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Sail,  iiC  ffU  down  ihe  rivrr  th  t nl '! «;  and,  havm  jculated  for  it,  and  may,  at  least,  put  some  to 
a very  short  passage  to  Kv-luwl,  pi  ocured  a q'»ad- ^yn  the  subject;  which  1 rcallv  think 
rant  to  be  made  of  the  same  stnic'u^  Some  weeks  j , wortlty  of  the  attention  of  the  patriotic  le* 
atierwarJs,  the  ship  mwhicli  Go^//re«/ sailed,  am  v -.a 


Here  he  found  a nong  that  cl.^s^ 
of  people,  who  were  interest'^d  In  such  a subject, 
much  CO  ivevsation  abo'.it  HntUci/s  (piadraot,  a-;  b.-- 
ing  a new  and  very  h.upp\  iaveutiou-,  and  much  supe- 
rior to  any,  which  liad  before  been  k o.vn,  11*  p.o- 
cureda  sight  of  the  instrumem,  and  tound  it  cx.ic  ly 
llic  same  with  his  ow  i.  Y »u  may  suppose,  th.'it  he 
was  astonished  at  this  discoveiy.  The  c..pt-in, 
scarcely  less  astonislied  at  the  gvossness  of  tlit 
fi  aud,  and  deeply  wounded  by  this  pro  >f  of  his  o\Wn 
iiidiscrciion,  explained  the  my.stery  >.o  Godfrey. — 
The  unli.ippy  man  bec.-me  a maniac. 

Vet,  with  these  facts  as  notorious  to  all  men 
ds  that  the  sun  s'hnes  at  uoon-daj,  the  thief 
I ] call  the  man  by  the  proper  name  that  his 
conduct  deserved]  the  thief , UadJey^  succeed- 
ed in  building  up  a reputation  for  iiimself  and 
his  country,  on  the  work  of  Godfrey^om'  coun- 
tryman, a!id  made  his  fortune  on  the  insanity 
of  the  person  he  robbed 
we  should  longer 
tliis.^  It  is  a stain 

that  they  have  sanctioned  it  as  tiieyhave — but 
it  is  a spaniel  spit- licking  meanness  in  us  to 
sanction  it  as  we  do. 

Come  out  of  this  state,  my  fellow  citizens. 
“Pee/  and  believe^^  that  you  liave  a country  that 
you  may  justly  be  proud  of,  in  every  respect 


larure  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  distin- 
guic'.ied  individuals  allmled  to.  The  quadrant 
is  as  much  our  own,  as  our  Hag — and  of  it, 
ami  all  else  that  lumestly  belongs  to  us,  let  us- 
say — “don’t  give  up  the  ship.” 


Britisii  Espioiit'c^e. 

The  miserable  shifts  of  the  ilritish  ministry 
to  keep  up  “their  system,”  by  herds  of  spies 
and  informers,  sham-plots  and  the  like,  were 
referred  to  in  our  last  number.  Ry  CobbetVs 
(New-York)  Register,  of  the  21st  instant,  wc 
have  a history  oi  an  aifthir  whicli,  soon  after  't> 
happened,  much  excited  our  curiosity;  but  we 
were  then  unable  to  understand  its  bearings. 
The  facts  are  briefly  as  follows: 

'The  government  wislied  some  commotion  to 
is  it  possible,  that  justify  them  in  their  s/rr»?^’ measures,  such  as 
countenance  a viHiany  likelsiispendin^the/7«&co.scor;;«.sact,&c.  and  pant- 
i iinon  tlie  Englisk  nation,  ed  for  the  blood  of  Mr.  Hunt,  whom  they  fear- 
ed. A person  named as  chairman  of  a 
committee,  called  the  famous  meeting  at  Spa- 
flelds,  to  memorialize  the  prince  regent.  Mr. 
Hunt  was  then  specially  invited  to  attend  tlie. 
meeting,  but  hesitated  whether  to  go  or  not, 
being  unapprized  of  the  intended  pyroceedings, 


and  especially  as  to  nautical  aflairs.  Frankly  ;but  agreed  to  be  present.  Dyalt  is  sent  flir, 
give  to  others  the  praise  that  is  their  due.  and  a copy  of  the  memorial,  intended  to  be. 


while  you  profit  by  their  ingenuity  abd  find 
safety  in  their  genius;  but  take  care  of  your- 
selyes— “iia/iowa/  honor  is  national  stre)ig'thf^ 
as  we  disregard  it  we  become  fitted  for  trans- 
formation into  a nation  of  puppies.  John  Bull 
will  take  whatever  you  please  to  let  him  have; 
recollect  his  sine  qua  non  at  Ghent  f:\  He  must 
be  met  eveiy  where  and  in  every  way;  and  the 
ramifications  of  his  power  and  influence  is  so 
great  in  this  country  .that  it  requires  no  little  in-' 
uustry  to  discover  all  its  bearings. 

To  give  to  our  country  and  countryman  their 
due,  at  least  amon^  oztrse/res,  suppose  these 
things  were  to  be  done — 

First  The  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  pass  an 
act  declaring  that  in  all  proceedings  of  a legal 
nature  in  that  state,  the  quadrant  now  in  use 
[ which  ought  to  be  described,]  shall  be  called 
Godfrey's  Quadrant,  Let  it  be  made  so  impe- 
rious tiiat  the  most  perfect  lawyer,  even  in  his 
pleading,  should  not  hint  that  it  had  any  other 
name. 

Second.  Let  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  or 
tlie  commissioners  of  the  navy,  either  of  whom 
to  which  it  may  most  properly  belong,  order 
and  direct,  that  in  all  conversations  on  board  of 
our  public  ships  and  vessels,  and  in  all  official 
communications  whatever,  the  said  quadrant 
SHALL  be  called,  as  it  is,  Godfrey'^s'  Quadrant. 

I do  not  pretend  to  say  that  tliese  things 
would  be  the  most  effectual  to  bring  about  the 
change  desired*  But  they  seem  to  be  well  cal- 


passed  by  the  meeting;,  is  lodged  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state.  'Phe  meeting  is  held  at 
the  appointed  time;  and,  at  the  very  moment 
when  it  was  supposed  Mr.  M.  was  offering  the 
said  memerial,  the  Courier  newspaper  is  put 
to  press,  with  a paragraph  saying  that  their 
reporter  “had  ji?st  rctunicd  from  the  meeting, 
and  had  heard  Mr.  Hunt  move  «‘i  memorial  of  a 
very  treasonable  nature f’  of  which  it  actually 
went  onto  insert  a passage.'  But  all  thi.s  fine 
machinery  was  defeateil — (lie  prepared  memo- 
rial was  not  approved  of  Mr.  Hunt;  he  caus- 
ed it  to  be  set  aside,  and  introduced  in  lieu  of  it 
a respectful  petition  for  reform. 

Mr.  Cobbett  observes — ^“it  is  treason  in  any 
one  not  to  prevent  the  commission  of  treason, 
if  he  has  the  powei*  of  doing  it.”  Yet  here  wa;^ 
a snare  laid  to  lead  Mr.  innocently,  into 

an  act  of  treason,  and  by  tlic  government  uself! 
This  “out  Herod’s  Herod;”  and,  as  they  say 
oil  the  Eastern-shore  of  iMarvlanil,  of  any  thing 
that  is  supereminent,  it  is  the  very  “tap-sheaf” 
of  all  that  is  dislionestand  base. 


The  Sea  Serpeni. 

Several  accounts  have  been  publislicd  oi 
enormous  animals,  of  the  serpent  kind,  beijv 
seen  in  the  sea,  eSjiecially  on  tlie  coasts  of 
northern  Europe;  but  tiiCir  ajipearance  was  so 
rare  that  most  ^rsons  doubted  whether  they 
existed  at  all.  The  fact  is  now  resolved  be- 
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y ond  a d oubt — tliere  are  “ monsters  in  the  deep” 
of  the  serpent  kind. 

Tliat  which  has  appeared  in  the  harbor  of 
Cape- Ann,  Massachusetts,  has  U^eu  seen  and 
obseiwed,  sometimes,  within  a few  yai’ds,  by 
hundreds  of  persons,  hundreds  of  times,  and 
almost  every  day  for  six  or  eight  days,  play- 
ing near  the  surface  of  the  water,  as  if  to  en- 
joy the  sun-beams.  A great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion, very  reasonably  exists  as  to  its  length, 
for  its  motion  is  estimated  at  the  rate  of  a mile 
in  three  minutes;  but  it  seems  generally'  agreed 
to  be  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet  long,* 
and  of  the  thickness  of  a flour  barrel  at  the 
largest  place.  Its  motion  is  undulatory,  like 
that  of  a catterpillar,  and  it  turns  itself  about 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  sometimes  hold- 
ing his  head  eight  feet  out  of  the  water.  A 
captain  Beach  bad  an  opportunity  ol  observing 
him  in  several  favorable  positions,  and  once 
when  he  appeared  to  be  reposing;  and  h j has 
made  a drawing  of  liim,  wlxicli  is  intended  to 
be  engraved.  His  head  is  about  ‘Hhe  size  of  a 
bucket,”  the  under  jaw  and  teeth  like  ashark’s, 
and,  when  his  mouth  is  open,  is  very  terrific. 
His  body  is  of  a dark  color,  but  the  head  is 
partly  white.  He  often  approaches  within  15 
or  20  feet  of  the  shore.  All  the  skill  and  inge- 
nuity of  the  hardy  and  enterjirizing  people 
whose  coast  he  has  visited,  has  been  put  in  re- 
quisition to  take  him,  but  without  effect,  .''.hark 
hooks  have  been  baited  and  set  afloat  in  tlie 
harbor,  and  many  boats  have  been  out  to  get 
a better  account  of  him.  The  eyes  of  intelli- 
gent men  are  upon  him;  and  if  lie  should  escape 
the  snares  laid  for  him,  we  may  expect^at  least, 
an  authentic  narrative  respecting  him.  *‘l'he 
chance  of  taking  this  creature,”  observes  one 
of  the  papers,  ‘fls  small:  it  requires  not  only 
the  club  of  a Hercules,  but  the  cunning  con- 
ii’ivance  of  a Vulcan.”  It  delights  in  smooth 
water,  and  does  not  appear  when  the  sea  is 
ruffled. 

On  the  22d  instant  the  serpent  was  seen  o.T 
Kettle-Island,  between  Manchester  and  Cape- 
Ann,  following  and  feasting  on  a large  school 
of  alewives.  Great  e^tertions  have  been  made 
to  take  him,  for  £000  dollars  is  offered  for  him. 
But  he  is  said  to  have  turned  on  his  pursuers, 
and  caused  them  to  seek  the  shore  in  great 
haste  and  alarm. 


Indian  Reform. 

'if  a circular  address,  tvnttcn  T L.  M'K'envey, 

and  fortoarded  to  the  several  Indian  agents,  ac- 
[ companied  with  a circxtlar  f rom  the  Kentuck>f  Bap 
tkt  soricty-  for  propagating’  Christianity  among  the 
Heathens. 

OmclE  OT  IxmAN  thadt?, 
Georgetown  fD.  C.J  July  7,  1817 
•Sm— A few  days  ago  I had  the  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive a letter  from  col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
^closing  a copy  of  a circular  addressed  by  the 

♦Some  give  the  length  at  150  feet. 
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“Keutuckv  Bapiist  society  for  propa^allog  iht;  Goo- 
pel  among  l!)e  Ilcatlien,”  to  the  Indian  ..gents,  with 
a request  that  a disU-ibuiion  might  be  made  through 
this  office,  I take  gueat  pleasure  in  com])iving 
wiili  tins  gemlernan’.s  request,  and  especially  if  by 
so  doing,  T shall  have  pi-oinotedan  object,  affecting 
so  vitally  tile  liapp'.ness  of  so  many  thousands  of  liu- 
man  b<iings. 

I have  long  believed  the  key  to  tiie  civilization 
of  the  Aborigines,  to  be  the  knowledge  of  some 
Christian  language,  bui  especially  the  English  in 
this-  Case,  inasmuch  as  information  would  be  con- 
veyed to  this  people,  through  this  channel.  Tliis 
can  be  furnisiied  only  by  the  agency  of  schools  of 
instruction.  Under  iliis  convict  ion  and  by  the  use  of 
this  means,  the  “Kentucky  Baptist  society”  stands 
ready  to  commence  its  great  work  of  reformation, 
and  sustained  as  it  is  by  means  the  most  ample,  (of 
this  I am  .assured  by  col.  Johnson)  the  members 
honorable  men,  and  cliristians,  and  moved  to  this 
generoKS  work  by  the  impulse  of  benevolence, 
there  can  be  n.)  question  of  its  favourabie  result, 
unless  in  the  minds  of  those  who  believe  Indians 
incapable  of  reform;  and  those  who  indulge  this 
opinion,  are  ceidainly  not  conversant  with  the  his- 
tory of  Uiose  people. 

I solicit  on  the  part  of  humanity  and  behalf  of 
the  chrisliai\  religion,  (that  system  whicli  of  all 
others,  combines  the  most  to  promote  human  hap- 
piness) that  you  circulate  these  tidings  among  he 
Indi.ans  within  your  agency;  and  by  means  of  all 
iyour  persuasion,  endeavor  to  influence  them  to  ac- 
cept the  generous  offer. 

Address  to  Samuel  'frott,  C.  S.  and  direct  to 
‘ Great  Crossings  Kentucky,”  favoring  me  also  with 
a copy  of  your  address.  T.  L.  M‘KENNEY. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  T.  L.  M-JCeaneyy  esq.  to  coL 
[ i2.  J\I.  Johnson. 

OrEice  OF  Txdiax  trade, 
Georgetown,  ('/).  C.J  July  Vi,  1817. 

Hear  Cot. — Since  I liad  the  pleasure  of  writing 
you  last,  to  which  address  I subjoined  a list  of 
agents,  embracing  the  number  of  those  to  wliom^  1 
had  at  that  time  addressed  circulars,  1 have  for- 
warded circulars  to  those  whose  names  are  attached,, 
and  also  (with  a letter)  to  each  of  the  three  go- 
vernors, anz.  gov.  Cass,  gov.  Clarke,  and  gov.  Lewis. 

I have  thought  much  of  the  prospects  which  are 
brightening  before  the  poor  Indians.  1 rejoice  at 
tliem.  Tlie  rays  of  mercy  are  already  breaking 
through  the  clouds,  which  for  so  many  years  have 
hung  over  and  darkened  their  prospects,  la  ad- 
dition to  the  establishmenis  which  I named  to  you, 
is  one  of  magnitude  and  much  promise,  on  the 
Kywasee  in  the  Cherokee  country,  under  the  “Ame^ 
rican  board  of  (iommissioners  for  foreign  Mis- 
sions,”* at  the  head  of  which  Is  Cyrus  Kingsbury. 
I’hese  benevolent  men  are  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
these  people;  and  their  rules  and  regulations,  their 
plan  of  instruction,  Lancasteriaii;  their  agents  in- 
telligent and  pious- — all  combine  to  promise  the 
happiest  result.  However  harmonious  these  pious 
bodies  are,  in  revolving  in  their  respective  orbits, 
(nor  can  such  noble  designs  cl.asli — It  is  not  in  their 
nature  to  do  so)  and  however  beneficial  they  must 
prove,  even  in  their  separate  results;  yet  the  con- 
sequences could  not  but  be  more  extensively  hene- 
iicial,  if  a union  of  the  whole  could  but  take  place. 
One  in  purpose,  one  in  design,  one  in  motive,  the 
darkness  would  retire  before  such  a body  of  light, 
and  the  end  all  have  in  view  would  be  hastened. 

Ever  yours. T.  L.  M‘KENNEY. 

' *fkis  is  a distinct  establishment  from  the  Bapu&t 
of  Foreign  Missions. 
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The  Holy  Alliance. 

FKOMALO'«DOV  PAPIiU. 

>To  one  transaction  of  modern  limes,  prolific  as 
they  are  in  daring- novelties,  has  excited  more  asto 
nishment  than  the  decl  iraiion  of  the  ministers  of 
the  five  allied  powers,,  with  regard  to  Lncien  Bo-j 
naparte.  That  the  ministers  of  despotic  sovereigns 
shoulcl  be  instrncted  to  exercise  unlimited  authori 
ty  over  the  life,  person  and  property  of  an  indivi- 
dual, would  have  excited  no  surprize,  because  they 
consider  all  within  the  grasp  of  their  power,  as  ob- 
jects at  their  mercy — but  that  the  minister  of  Great 
Britain  should  give  the  sanction  of  his  country,  and 
of  his  royal  master,  to  the  condemn  itioti  of  a person 
not  take'll  in  arms  against  any  government— not  a 
prisoner— not  tried  and  convicted  of  any  crime- is 
as  new  to  the  history  of  British  diplomacy,  as  it  is 
contrary  to  Brilisli  laws,  and  injurious  to  British 
honor.  Not  only  also  is  the  representative  of  his 
majesty  committed  by  this  transaction,  but  as  if  to 
implicate  their  country  more  deeply  is  the  act,  and 
to  m.ake  it  peculiarly  the  measure  of  Great  Britain, 
the  duke  of  Wellington  is  stated  to  be  present  at 
the  conference  of  ministers,  giving  two  voices  for 
England  while  theotaer  states  had  but  one  each. 

In  no  one  instaikce,  i >t  even  the  decision  of  the 
five  powers  upon  the  rc^r-ece  made  to  them  by 
Spain  in  the  case  of  the  Portuguese  aggressions,  has 
the  character  of  the  congress  at  Vienna,  and  the 
true  spirit  of  the  Holy  \UIance,  been  made  more 
manifest,  than  by  this  declaration.  By  this,  it  ap- 
pears, that  every  human  being  is  henceforth  to  hold 
his  personal  freedom  at  the  good  pleasure  of  the! 
five  sovereigns  whose  word  is  to  be  law,  and  there 
is  to  be  no  habeas  corpus  in  any  part  of  the  Eu- 
ropean possessions  of  the  great  and  mighty  allies. 
Europe  is  to  be  a military  encampment,  out  of 
which  no  individual  is  to  emigrate  without  a pass- 
port ! Such  is  to  be  the  result  of  the  struggle  for 
twenty-five  years,  in  which  wc  have  expended  seven 
hundred  millions  of  money  ! 

That  the  first  public 'example  made  under  this 
international  law,  should  happen  to  be  the  brother 
of  Bonaparte,  makes  no  difference  in  tlie  case.  Lu- 
cien  Bonaparte  lived  in  England  innocently  and 
harmlessly  at  a period,  when  by  the  nearness  of  the 
OTeat  object  of  terror,  he  had  it  much  more  in  his 
power  to  excite  alarm  than  at  present;  unless,  in 
deed,  it  is  to  be  alleged  against  him  that  he  aban- 
doned his  brother  the  moment  that  his  brother  aban- 
doned the  cause  of  liberty,  apd  that  he  is  danger- 
ous in  proportion  to  his  integrity  ! 

We  hope  that  this  outrage  against  the  principles 
of  the  British  fabric  of  society,  will  not  be  suffered 
to  pass  over  without  a formal  protest  in  parliamen*; 
at  least  let  it  be  known  to  the  world  that  there  are 
still  men  in  England  who  respect  the  privileges^  of 
their  own  species,  and  who  will  avow  their  abhor- 
rence of  every  departure  from  the  pale  of  justice, 
freedom  and  humanity. 

03"The  British  parliament  have  outrages  enough 
at  home  to  protest  against,  without  travelling  to  the 
continent  for  subjects.— ed. 


Longitude. 

rOR  THE  N ATIO  S AE  IHTEEEIGERCER. 

Messrs.  Editors — The  following  is  a copy  of  a letter 
to  a gentleman  in  Savannah  : — 

« Ship  Wallace,  lat.  33,  50,  long,  68,  22, 

calculation  we  have  made  12  deg.  35  min.  dif- 
ference of  longitude.  The  doctor’s  machine  cor* 


Iresponds  exactly — and  I have  not  the  least  doubt 
Uf  its  accuracy,  and  it  certainly  is  the  long  sought 
'for  tiling. 

J.  S rinilXEY.” 

jj^Doctor  Uall,  of  Savannah,  sailed  in  M iv  last  for 
England,  with  .an  insirument,  to  claim  the  emohi- 
ments  and  honors  of  a discovery  of  longitude;  but, 
though  he  m y obtain  those,  the  merit  of  the  disco- 
very of  the  theory,  is  unquestion  ibly  due  to  doctor 
JoeiAbb'tt,  of  Georgia,  member  elect  of  the  16th 
c nngress.  For  nearl}^  twenty  years  the  writer  of 
♦iiis  ha^  occasionally  c')rresponded  with  him  on  this 
very  interesting  discover}'.  I have  now  before  me 
his  memoir  on  the  subject,  printed  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1814,  entitled  “-Vn  Essay  on  the  cen^rannfluencC 
.Magnetism.'**  T!ie  atPhor  conceives  that  he  has 
discovered,  in  the  laws  of  magnetism,  a native  prin- 
ciple, by  which,  with  proper  mechanical  ingenuity, 
longitude  may  be  discovered.  This  principle  he 
has  defi  »ed,  in  his  theory  of  magnetism,  wtUdi  ex- 
plains tlie  laws  of  magnetic  motion,  impi't.  ' ed  by 
nature — never  explained  nor  conciuved  before  Per- 
haps further  communications  on  this  subject  may 
be  submitted  to  you.  I will  now  only  ad'd  that  doc- 
tor Abbot  believes  that  he  originally  conceived 
and  e.xplained  a law  of  nature  impressed  oa  mag- 
nets, wliich fixes  as  permanently  %mcri(lii>n:il  attrac- 
tive  goveiMment  to  magnetic  bodies,  as  pola^-ity  it- 
self; that  when  a magnet  is  formed  and  suspended 
so  as  to  obey  all  its  attractive  powers  of  government, 
it  will  obey  not  only  a polar,  but  a meridional  influ- 
ence, And  accommodate  itself  to  the  infinite  con- 
ceived meridians  of  the  earth,  as  it  accommodates 
itself  to  the  poles  of  the  earth.  >5, 


A Great  Discovery. 

«/ 

rno>r  the  American  daily  adveuttseti. 

Safe  Steam  boats. — Citizens  attend!  Surely  the 
sum  of  death  and  misery,  occasioned  by  the  explo- 
sion of  the  boilers  of  steam  engines  on  board  of 
boats,  is  now  enough  to  arrest  your  attention,  if  you 
ever  intend  to  travel  in  steam  boats.  This  discove- 
ry has  recently  been  so  openly  attacked  that  the 
inventor  is  compelled  to  defend  it.  Therefore,  I 
announce  that  more  th.in  forty  years  ago,  I disco- 
vered the  principles  and  afterwards  the  means  of 
applying  the  great  and  advantageous  principle  in 
nature  of  the  rapid  increase  of  the  elastic  power  of 
steam,  by  geometrical  progression,  by  the  small  in- 
crease of  heat  in  the  water,  by  arithmetical  progres- 
sion, and  thereby  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  fuel, 
the  size  and  weight  of  the  steam  engine  to  suit 
foj‘  steam  boats.  For  double  heat  in  the  water  pro- 
duces 128  tunes  the  power,  and  double  fuel  consum- 
ed produces  sixteen  times  the  effect.  And  have 
since  got  into  operation  seventy  or  eighty  steam 
engines  constructed  on  the  eternal  and  immutable 
principles  and  laws  of  nature.  So  combined  and  ar- 
ranged that  it  is  ne.irly  beyond  the  art  of  man,  ei- 
ther by  neglcc  , design,  ignorance,  or  malice  to  ex- 
plode them  the  elastic  power  of  steam.  Me  can  only 
make  them  yield  to  the  irre  .istable  power  in  a 
small  degree,  so  as  to  let  the  po  wer  escape  until  the 
steam  extinguishes  the  fire,  and  the  danger  ceases, 
by  the  regular  operation  of  the  engine  itself;  no  ac- 
cident has  ever  happened  with  any  of  my  engines  to 
do  injury. 

On  these  principles  steam  boats  may  be  made  the 
more  safe,  as  well  as  the  most  cominodions  vehicles 
of  passage,  and  steam  mills  as  che;ip  and  s .fe  us  wa- 
ter mills  to  consume  only  half  the  fuel  that  othe 
engines  do,  and  cost  much  less. 

I have  made  many  efforts  to  communicate  my  dia* 
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coveries  fully  to  the  public,  but  without  m.jcb  suc- 
cess. I published  in  the  year  1805  a laborous  am! 
diflfiicu\t  new  work  (produced  by  long  intense  study) 
f>n  this  new  and  abstruse  subject,  describing  and 
demonstrating'  those  principles,  and  directing  their 
application  to  mills  and  also  to  boats^  by  means  of 
the  very  paddle  ‘loheeh  since  adopted,  wldc.b  mode 
of  application  I had  conceived  or  understood  well 
for  about  thifty  years  before  This  book  entitled 
The  Young  Steam  Engineer’s  Guide’  I gave  gratis  fo 
many,  but  sold  very  few;  it  contained  also  rule.s  for 
calculating,  and  table-:  of  tl»e  proper  thickness  of 
iron  for  boiler?  of  various  diameters,  necessary  to 
hold  the  power  with  safety,  and  of  the  proper  dla 
meter  and'  length  of  the  working  cylinder  for  en- 
gines of  the  various  powers^  and  directions  fo. 
m icing  them,  to  propel  boats  against  the  current 
of  t'ne  river  Mississippi,  and  the  result  of  an  expe- 
ri  •<eiv.  on  the  river  Delaware  with  a steam  engine 
in  a fiat,,  which  was  propelled  by  a paddle  wheel, 
ascending  the  river  against  a licad  wind,  leaving 
ah  the  ves.eels  then  beating  up  behind  It.  Tnis  was 
in  1,804.  Tt  contsdned  every  thing  necessary  for  a 
st-v-.m  engineer  to  know  to  enable  him  to  construct 
a perfectly  safe  steam  boat,  on  my  principles,  wltich 
book  the  public  certainly  had  the  full  perusal  of 
when  the  first  successful  steam  ooats  were  put  in 
eper  tio.n.  To  it  I now  refer;  it  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
Dhil  ideiphia  library.  But  I soon  discovered  tljac 
Ihe  f r.-ci  of  habit  and  attachment  to  Watt  andBol 
inferior  engine  (it  being  afterwards  adopted) 
would  prevent  my  discovery  from  being  used  in 
boa-s  until  direnecessity  should  compel  its  adoption. 
This  ponderous,  feeble,  ;md  dangerous  engine,  pre- 
vailed in  boats,  while  the  light,  simple  and  powerful 
cn.gine,  consuming  only  half  the  fuel,  prevailed  on 
the  land;  an  absurdity  scarcely  credible. 

I Itave  since  endeavored  to  divulge  my  princi 
pies  and  discoveries  by  many  publications  jn  news- 
papers, but  these  circul.itedno  further  than  Ip.iid. 
This  country  has  been  too  long  deprived  of  the 
bepefl^9  of  my  discovery.  It  has  been  doomed  to 
work  its  way  slowly  by  its  own  intrinsic  merits, 
against  the  opinion  of  self  interested  persons,  speak- 
ing loudly  against  it,  without  knowledge  of  the 
principle,  for  those  who  understand  its  principle 
and  merits  speak  io  Its  favor.  Fiditors  of  newsna- 
pears  should  give  currency  to  arguments  and  de- 
monstrations in  its  favor,  as  well  as  unfounded 
assertions  against,  tlie  use  of  the  elastic  power  of 
steam,  as  aa  agent  to  produce  mechanical  elfects, 
tiut  a fair  contrast  may  be  laid  before  the  public, 
that  it  may  appear  clear  where  the  danger  exists. 
When  the  danger  will  be  found  to  rest  entirely 
will;  what  is  now  called  the  low  pressure,  AV'att 
and  Bolton’s  condensing  steam  engines;  but  which 
in  fact,  are  stow  using  a degree  of  high  pressure  dart- 
gei'ouB  to  be  used  in  their  boilers  constructed  on 
wrong  principles,  in  such  a form  as  will  not  bear 
ateam  of  any  elasticity  with  safety,  for  they  cannot 
prevent  the  siteam  from  rising  in  two  or  three 
minutes  to  a degree  of  pressure  that  would  explode 
their  boilers,  which  may  be  seen  verified  every  time 
tlic  engine  is  stopped  in  its  motion,  to  take  in  a 
passenger,  or  the  boat  comes  to  a wharf,  the  safety 
valve  is  that  moment  lifted  by  a string  to  let  the 
steam  escape;  if  tlii.s  was  to  be  neglected  in  three 
minutes  an  explosion  must  take  place.  The  lives 
of  the  passengers  are  entrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
valve  lifter  | a person,  perhaps,  to  whose  care  not 
one  of  them  would  be  willing  to  trust  tlieir  lives  a 
moment,  if  they  knew  it ; ! These  are  the  engines 
80  highly  recommended  by  those  who  do  not  under- 
the  subject,  - 
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1 const^Lic.i  ;ii\  st^  im  engines,  in  ■' ve;  \- p;u*t  tlint 
ho'  1-  the  elastic  steam,  of  ;•  true  circular  form 
w form  the  e'a  .tic  p:)wcp  h ts  no  tendency  to 
change,  the  stress  or  pull  being  as  fair  as  that  of  a 
vveigh'.  suspended  a the  end  of  a walking  stick, 
perpemUculariv,  to  p-tll  it  endwise;  ihis  firna  wlli 
hold  steant  of  mo>’e  than  one  hundred  times  the 
elasticity  ti'.at  any  other  form  will  bear.  For  the 
whole  elastic  power,  in  a hoile;-  of  any  ocher  form 
tends  to  change  it  lo  a circular  form  ju^t  as  certain 
iS  blowing  a blad  ler  br  gs  i<  to  a round  for;n,  and 
in  tills  cliange  to  break  it,  and  pro«luces  a great 
explosion,  being  on  tne  •.  e..k  pri  n-ipleof  suspend- 
ing a weight  on  the  middle  of  a walking  stick,  laid 
horizontal  iy,  to  bend  >■ 

dfy  cj'lindric  boi'er-s,  fifteen  inches  dinmeter, 
v/i‘h  the  ends  closed  with  half  globes,  will  hold 
about  1300  pounds  pressure  to  the  inch  area  of  its 
inner  surface;  if  20  inches  diameter  about  1000;  if 
30  inches  700  pounds,  and  if  60  inches  diameter 
they  will  bear  about  350  pounds,  wiien  constructed 
with  wrough;  iron  sheets,  one  quarter  cf  an  inch 
thick,  strongly  riveted  together,  and  that  wi  h as 
much  safet>  as  .an',  oti'er  form  will  bear  ten  pounds 
to  the  iricli;  double  the  diameters  will  hold  but 
haflhe  power.  But  further,  in  my  cylindric  boilers 
the  stress  to  make  them  ytci.i  is  equal  in  every 
part,  and  because  it  is  iinpossi ' ^'u*  any  workman 
to  construct  such  a boiler  to  be  exjuat  in  strength  in 
all  its  parts,  but  that  some  pun  or  rivet  ofu  t!>ou- 
sand  v/ill  be  weaker  Ilian  the  rest,  a id  yield  first 
by  a.  small  opening  to  let  'he  power  escape  inside 
t!;e  furnace,  and  nteam  enough  to  extinguish  the 
fire;  thus  the  operation  of  the  engine  itself  stops, 
all  danger.  That  this  will  be  the  case  999  times 
out  of  a 1000  instances  where  such  bo  ler  miy  be 
made  to  yield  to  the  gradual,  irre.sistihle  power, 
we  can  have  but  Utile  doubt,  as  tliere  hav^  been 
hundreds  of  instances  of  sudi  yielding  already,  with 
boilers  which  have  been  msled  or  burnt  out  until 
they  yield  so  often  that  they  have  been  removed  to 
give  place  to  new  ones.  .Tliat  we  may  safely  ron« 
elude  and  say,  that  it  has  been  proved  in  practice, 
that  these  boilers  cannot  be  exploded  to  do  any  serious 
injury,  not  to  such  a degree  as  to  force  tiirough 
the  furnace  walls  of  a mill,  and  much  less  to  force 
through  the  sheet  iron  covering  of  the  boiler  in 
the  steam  boat  -®tna,  by  the  elastic  power  of  steam, 
that  always  rises  gradually,  giving  time  for  the 
weakest  part  to  yid.d.  If  it  instantaneously  rose 
like  gunpowder,  the  effect  would  be  quite  dif- 
ferent. I defy  contradiction,  or  any  person  to  explode 
one  of  my  boilers  by  steam. 

Now  cannot  any  steam  engineer  make  a perfect 
safe  steam-boat  on  these  principles,  so  clearly  ex- 
plained  even  to  the  common  sense  of  all,  by  adopt* 
inga  cylindric  boiler  that  will  hold  1300,  1000,  700 
or  even  350  pounds  pressure  to  the  inch  area  of  its 
inner  surface,  and  equipping  it  with  tsoo  self  acting 
safety  valves  (as  I have  done  on  board  the  iF.tna)  that 
one  of  them  may  be  enclosed  with  a cover  and  locked, 
after  it  has  been  loaded  and  regulated  to  lift  with 
certainty  the  instant  the  pressure  rises  to  the  great- 
est power  he  ever  intends  to  use,  say  three  pounds 
to  the  inch,  if  he  chooses  to  work  on  the  perfect 
Watt  and  Bolton’s  principle  of  condensing  to  form 
a vaccuum  to  obtain  his  power;  if  he  chooses  to 
work  with  the  elastic  power  of  high  pressure  to 
any  deg"ee,  since  he  is  now  informed  and  convinc- 
ed, that  as  the  pressure  is  raised  the  speed  of  hi? 
boat  will  be  increased,  and  the  consumption  of  fuel 
may  be  lessened  to  one  hajf,  he  may  load  his  safeW 
valve  to  lift  at  5,  7,  10,  12,  15,  20,  30,  50,  100,  150 
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pounds  to  the  inch  with  s fely,  just  as  far  as  he 
wishes  to  put  my  pri  iciple  in  oppration,  to  save  e~- 
pence,  nr  lessen  tlie  weitflit,  or  the  consumption  of 


In  this  nursuit  it  has  been  my  Gjood  fortune  to 
succeed  so  iar  a?  to  indulj»-e  a confulence  that 

, , ..  - --  - , upon  the  iTioir  s tisfictoi-y  tests  of  luorhif  upon  a 

fiiel  ! The  less  tlie  pressure  he  uses  the  slower  will  lai's^e  scuf^,  and  a rta.  unable  term  of  time  for  expe- 
be  the  speed  of  his  boat,  but  tl)P  people  ’.vill  believe  ) Hence,  there  can  be  notliing-  discovered  of  more  im- 
it  is  l!»e  safer;  but  with  any  oilier  titan  a circular ! pir^.ince  to  the  construction  of  durable  foundations 
form  of  boiler  he  can  obtain  no  s.ifety,  because  lie!  either  fresh  waters  or  those  of  the  sea,  than 

cannot  prevent  the  steam  from  rislui^  in  two  or 'those  cercain  uiiaerals  that  I take  tlie  liberty  of 
three  minutes  to  a pressure  Jnit  will  explode  his  | transmi'tl.i^  to  you  lierewiih.  These  will  be  fouml 
boiler,  in  case  tlie  valve  he  not  lifted  to  let  the!  in  two  stone  pots  to  your  address — One  of  them 
steam  escape.  But  with  inv  boiler,  while  he  work;-'  contaitis  a powder  which  1 conceive  to  possess  liic 


a condensinfj'  engoie  7tfith  three  pounds,  he  may  siill 
load  his  locked  valve  at  150  pounds,  and  then  the 
fire  will  burn  down  -.fter  tlie  engine  stops,  before 
the  pressure  will  rise  fro  o 3 to  150  pounds  to  Uft 
the  valve,  and  be  may  hold  nis  steam  from  evening' 
to  morning-,  and  then  start  with  great  power,  even 
before  he  iias  a spark  of  fire  kindled  in  his  furnace, 
and  tims  he  may  save  liLs  fuel,  and  htever  let-his 
steam  go.  How  striking  is  the  co  itrast ! A remov- 
al from  the  brink  of  destruction  to  perfect  safety. 

If  the  editors  of  newspapers  wid  give  currency 
to  this  one  publication,  every  steam  engineer  who 
may  read  it,  may  know  ho  a*  to  make  steam-boats 
more  snje,  than  any  otiier  mode  of  travelling,  and  at 
Dmch  /ess  e.T/ience  than  lie  can  make  the  dan^eroiis  en- 
gines now  used.  lint  I wish  all  to  take  notice,  that 
I liave  expended  tiie  greater  part  of  a long  and  la- 
borious life,  of  arduous  am!  intense  study,  to  acquire 


properties  of  P-!zzolana,  or  tlie  cellu'ar  basalt  of 
Dr.  Itces;  the  other  is  a lime  produced  from  certain 
concretions  of  lime,  clay  and  other  matters  fimml 
on  tlie  banks  of  York  river,  near  to  the  town  of  !.;t- 
tlc  York.  These  jagged  and  very  various  irregular 
sized  (apparently)  rocks  seem  to  have  been  firmed 
a little  below  tlje  adj  ment  land,  and  to  have  tumb- 
led from  t.bein  as  the  washings  of  the  tides  have 
worn  them  down;  fir  many  fragments  or  di.'itiiic'^m.is- 
ses  are  seen  pend-ant  from  tlieir-  beds.  The  qnan.i'\ 
is  very  extensive;  and,  from  some  parts  of  the  san  e 
banks,  the  ver'acin-a  and  otlier  bones  of  some  huge 
la"d  or  sea  anim.  l are  fiund  to  have  been  dislodged 
likewise.  This  imi»-  ’-r  ck,  upon  being  c-lcined,  fulls 
to  an  impalpa’ile  powder.  It  does  not  slack  like 
other  llme.-5;  on  the  emwrary  by  the  application  o!' 
Water  as  in  slacking  other  Um 's,  the  powder  forms 
itself  into  a mass,  and  coagul.ites  by  lying;  and  Avlien 
made  into  a paste,  fvj.-minga  plate  of  it,  suspeedng 
it  to  dry,  it  assumes  a stony  or  h;u-d  appearance, 
r-cure  my  right  by  patent,  and  to} -which  being  imrae-sed  in  water  before  it  is  quite 
2 works  to  manufacture  the  steam  dry  too,  it  Joes  i»ou  dissolve  like  paste  made  of  other 

" 4-„  liyie. 


the  knowledge  which  I have  communicated.  To 
discover  the  principles,  defray  the  expences  of  test- 
ing  them  and  to  s 
establish  extensive 

engines,  both  at  Piilladelphia  and  Pittsburg,  to 
supply  the  demand,  that  therefore  by  this  publica- 
tion 1 do  not  mean  to  relinquish  or  impair  any  of 
my  vested  and  lawful  rights,  as  a patentee,  discover- 
er and  inventor.  To  the  good  people  1 submit  the 
case;  they  w'ill  judge  whether  it  will  promote  their 
interest  to  support  me. 

Any  editor  of  a newspaper  who  mav  be  the  first 
to  publish  this  in  (uiy  city,  in  the  United  States 
where  steam-boats  are  used,  and  will  send  me  a pa- 
per, I will  enclose  iiim  five  dollars,  as  a small  com- 
pensation for  the  insertion,  as  often  as  he  may  deem 
ilie  public  intev-est  requires  it,  hoping  however,  that 
all  editors  will  give  it  one  insertion  public  good, 
for  it  may  stop  the  useless  expenditure  of  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars,  aiul  save  many  lives;  but  ve.stigate  and  to  undttrstand,  ar 
my  patience  has  been  long  since  exhausted  in  pay- 
ing for  publishing  such  inform-ition  «.hat  was  neither 
read  or  regarded,  which,  although  it  was  to  pro- 
mote my  own  interest,  it  was  intended  to  save  the 
owner  of  each  steam  boat,  at  least  ten  thousand  dol 
lars,  and  perhaps  the  life  of  the  reader. 

{Phila.  Aug.  16.]  OLIVEU  EVANS. 


Excellent  Cement. 

Experiments  she~ving  the  progress  nuide  in  discovering 
the  materials  for  a v>'iter  cement,  among  our  d-misstic 
resources,  in  a letter  to  ])r.  Milchill  from  Daxnd 
Meade  Randolph,  esq.  of  Virginia,  dated  Richmond, 
26th  June,  1817. 

DExii  Sin — Among  the  great  variety  of  useful  in- 
ventions connected  with  the  arts,  us  it  has  been 
lately  my  object  to  purs-ue  and  to  have  observed  in 
England,  it  was  one  of  great  importance  in  my 
mind,  to  discover  in  this  coiiatry  something  that 
might  answer  an  equally  valuable  purpose  with  the 
famous  ** Dutch  Terias,”  or  Parked s “Roman  Ce- 
ment,** as  it  is  now  generally  used  im  England  and 
the  West  Indies  for  works  under  water  and  else- 
■where  situated. 


One  of  those  pots  aforesaid  (the  other)  contain.s 
a mixture  of  this  lime  powder  and  the  powdered 
basalt,  in  the  pr-onortion  of  lime  two,  basalt  tiiree, 
which  from  niy  experiments  seems  to  be  tlie  most 
perfect  for  tcH.as  mortar.  Tliev  are  to  be  reduced 
to  a plasdc  state,  by  adding  the  snvillest'quantity  of 
water  possible,  and  that  by  little  and  little,  to  aid 
the  beating  in  i-en  lering  it  tough.  Ob.serve  thi.s 
rule — the  move  beating  and  the  less  water,  the  firmer 
the  mortar.  Hence  you  will  perceive,  sir,  that  my 
researolies  have  been  to  the  best  chemical  audiori- 
ties,  a,>  far  as  iny  simple  capacity  has  enabled  me 
to  understand  from  Dr.  Rees  and  some  « thers  upon 
this  subject.  My  acquirements  and  ability  to  in- 

solely  from  exTV- 
c*s<ng  my  practical  knowledge  and  ll.mlted  powers 
of  mhul;  whilst  1 would  most  respectfully  solicit 
your  eniightenad  aid  to  mature  my  purpose,  and  to 
stamp  a chur.acter  upon  my  inventions. 

Two  bivck.'i  were  cemented  on  the  1st  of  this 
mon  h widi  i mortar  far  less  perfect  than  the  above 
and  instantly  (while  the  mortar  was  sof  ) they  were 
placed  in  a basin  of  water,  were  they  have  remain- 
ed ever  since.  The  cement  grows  harder  with  time, 
as  is  very  preceptibie;  and  from  the  crust  that  is 
evidently  fo»-ming  ou  the  surface,  I am  e.xpeciing  a 
crop  of  Si-alaciites 

You  will  readily  perceive,  sir,  that  if  the  inven- 
tion shall  prove  effectual,  I am  fairly  cniitled  to  a 
reasonable  compensation,  to  be  secured  b}-  a patent 
or  otherwuse,  and  that  your  kind  assistance  in  the 
promo’-ion  of  my  object  would  be  gratif  ung  in  an 
eminent  degree.  In  conclusion, '"sir,  i pray  ymt 
would  have  the  goodness  to  favor  me  w-ith  a reply; 
for  my  apprehensions  of  having  trespassed  too  far 
on  your  benignity  can  only  be  relieved  by  yo-ir  favo- 
rable reception  of  this  appeal  to  your  liberality,  and 
oy  such  orders  for  a supply  of  the  crude  materials 
J.S  you  shall  be  pleased  to  give  your  most  respect- 
ful and  Immble  servant.  D.  M.  RANDOLPH 
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Wealth  and  resources  of  S.  America. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  EnglUk  House  in  Man- 
chester ^ dated  June  4. 

“The  interest  ex«itedby  the  advices  from  South 
Anierica,  a.s  it  naturally  leads  us  to  consider  the 
influence  the  inriportant  events  which  are  passing 
there  are  likely  to  produce  in  other  countries, 
vnust  render  some  accounts  of  th^  commercial  re 
sources  of  those  vast  regions  acceptable.  The  fol- 
lowing particulars,  derived  from  official  sources, 
will  therefore  not  be  found  destitute  of  interest 
MHiether  the  perio4  of  their  total  emancipation  be. 
alr’&ady  arrived,  or  wb ether  its  aqcop»pli.shment 
will  require  a more  protracted  struggle,  is  uncer- 
tain, but  no  doubt  can  any  longer  be  entertained 
of  the  final  success  of  the  Insui-gents;  when  the; 
widest  field  ever  presented  tp  mercantile  specula- 
tion will  be  found  in  an  empire  abounding  with 
the  most  precipus  productions  of  the  earth,  inter- 
eected  by  the  noblest  rivers,  and  filled  with  har- 
bors offering  at  once  facilities  and  ppteption  to 
navigation,  yet  where  the  com.for.ts  derived  fropi 
Arts  and  Manufactures  cannot  be  produced  but 
from  foreign  parts.  In  such  a country,  whatever 
regulations  prejudice  or  hostility  might  induce  the 
rulers  destined  to  sway  its  territory  to  enforce,  or 
however  uncertain  and  preq^rious  its  institutions 
might  be,  commerce  will  npt  fail  to  discover  mul- 
tipried  channels  through  which  its  wealth  will  flow 
and  be  distributed,  when  once  freed  from  the 
control  of  the  mother  country  through  which  its 
supplies  wqre  compelled  to  reach  it. 

“AVthpugh  the,  commerce  of  the  River  Plate  is 
capable'  of  considerable  extension  and  improve- 
ment, the  subsisting  relations  with  this  country  of 
late  have  acquainted  115  w,ilh  the  nature  of  its  trade 
and  taste  of  its  inhabitants.— -The  Provinces  or 
Viceroyalti^  of  Chili  and  Peru,  situated  on  the 
Pacific  Oceaii,  by  far  the  most  important  regions 
of  the  southern  hemisphere,  are  not  so  well  known 
here.  Chili  is  between  15  apd  It?) ) miles  in  length, 
and  is  240  miles  in  breadth;  its  climate  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  all  America,  being  temperate  and  salu.* 
brious;  its  soil  fertile,  and  its  sky  always  clear, 
except  at  the  commencement  of  the  spring*,  which 
is  in  September,  iyhen  it  is  gefreslied  by  copious 
rain.  The  port  of  Valparaiso  is  the  principal  me- 
dium of  commerce  for  the  whole  province,  and 
ftorn  thence  more  than  15^000  tons  of  wheat  are 
annually  exported  to  Lima.  S.aint  lago  di  Compos- 
tella  is  "the  capital,  and  contains  about  30,000  souls. 
Peru  is  however  the  most  important  province,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view;  its  annual  imports  from 
Europe  are  50,000  pieces  of  re^  small  Britannias 
of  all  sorts,  6000  pieces  broad  ditto,  30,000  pieces 
imitation  ditto,  25,000  platillas,  5000  pieces  of  fine 
Tiolland  linen,  200  pieces  Rouens,  200  pieces  SiJi’- 
»ia,  1500  pieces  Flemish  linen,  600  Caserillos,  16,000 
gauzes,  3000  packets  thread,'  1000  dozen  shirts, 
900  dozen  stockings,  400  pieces  fine  French  da- 
mask,  100  pieces  brown  Flemish  linen,  100  bales 
cambric,  80  bales  printed  cholets,  100  pieces  fine 
Irish  linen,  200  dozen  fine  hair  nets,  6000  pieces 
supeifine  baiir,  2000  pieces  fine  cloth,  600  super- 
fine ditto,  2000  pieces  camblets,  chiefly  cinnampn 
colour  and  black,  300  pieces  glazed  striped  stuffs, 
1000  pieces  serges,  2000  dozen  worsted  stockings, 
200  pieces  burats,  200  ditto  tammies,  chiefly  blue 
and  black  mixed;  500  pieces  white  calamancoes, 
500  pieces  checked  ditto,  2000  hats,  of  which  1800 
white,  a variety  of  light  silk  stuffs,  flowered  taffe- 
tas,  glazed  atlasses,  gros  dc  tours,  single  and  dou- 
ble  stuffs,  some  white  but  more  black  redesillas, 
T^vet,  part  plain  and  part  striped,  dark  green. 


some  plushes  and  sc'ving  silk,  about  2'^,00'J  dozen 
gray  ^iod  t^ncy  silk  sto'-kings  6000  quinlaU  ■if  iron, 
5000  ditto  of  block-tin,  1000  ditto  iron  bars,  300 
ditto  cast  iron,  500  ditto  s^eel,  1500  if'^n  hoops, 
1500  spades,  100  hoes,  800  hatchets,  400  quintali' 
of  naiisof  all  sorta  from  3-4  inch  to  6 inches,  200 
ditto  from  6 to  12  inches,  500  ploughshares,  80 
chests  of  horse  shoes,  500  ditto  of  all  sorts  of 
,sm;^ll  hardwire^  4000  dozen  large  aixl  small  k* lives, 
2000  quint. 'll s of  wax,  2000  reams  of  white  p.-tper, 
1000  ditto  coloured  ditto,  250  pounds  of  carmine. 
Prussian  blue  and  other  fine  colours,  350  pounds  of 
stone  blue,  drugs  and  medicines  to  the  amount  of 
10,000  piastres,  100  chests  of  liqueurs,  100  ditto  of 
books,  150  ditto  of  glassw;ire,  and  200  ditto  of  ca- 
binet wares.  Total  value  of  imports,  taken  at  the^ 
European  invoice  prices,  32,307,453  dollars — The 
manufactures  of  che  country  consists  almost  entire/ 
ly  of  a few  friezes,  the  use  of  which  is  in  a manner 
confined  Ip  the  Indians  and  Negroes. — There  are 
besides  an  inconsiderable  number  of  manufactories 
of  hats,  cotton  cloths,  drinking  glasses,  8cc.  which 
do  npt  hovyever  occupy  much  space  in  the  scale  of 
the  riches  of  Peru,  of  which  die  mines  are  the 
principal  source,  notwithstandin.g  fhe  ^ittle  skill 
and  industry  which  is  employed  in  working  them^ 
and  the  small  help  which  commerce  affords  to  the 
miners,  534,000  marks  of  silver,  and  6330  of  gold 
were  smelted  and  refined  in  1700,  in  the  Royal 
Mint  at  Lima;  and  5,206,906  plasters,  in  both  ma-^ 
terials,  were  coined  there.  The  exports  consist  of 
gold,  silver,  copper,  Merino  wool,  cascarilla,  China 
root,  colion,  cocoa,  and  other  valuable  articles,  ta 
the  annual  amount  of  31,486,000  dollars.  Cotton  Is 
excellent  and  abundant,  as  well  in  the  Sierras  as 
the  vallies.  The  spiders  in  Mayabomoa,  Ciiacha^ 
poyas,  and  Jaen,  yield  a silk  as  fine  as  that  of  V a- 
lencia.  Flax  and  hemp  grow  wild  and  in  .^tbundance, 
but  no  one  dreams  of  cultivating  them,  though  xhe 
latter  might  with  little  difficulty  be  made  an  im,- 
portant  article  of  exporUtion.  The  Kerrnes  ber- 
ries are  likewise  found  in  profusion,  and  yet  this 
precious  drug  is  only  employed  by  the  Indians  to 
die  a few  of  their  own  coarse  stuffs. 

^‘Such  is  an  imperfect  sketch  of  the  .wealth  and 
resources  of  those  immense  regions,  about  to  be- 
come independent.  The  effects  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced by  such  an  event  are  incalculable;  unknown 
empires  are  on  the  point  of  opening  their  vast 
stores  for  the  enpouragemept  of  industry  and  com- 
merce; Hew  channels  will  be  discovered  for  the  ex- 
cess of  our  manufactures,  and  4he  redundant  po- 
pulation of  Europe  will,  without  doubt,  flock  in 
thousands  to  shores  where  the  labor  of  the  hus- 
bandman would  be  repaid  with  double  harvests  of 
many  valuble  productions.  Mow  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  statesman  and  the  merchant  is  a state  ot 
things,  calculated  to  confer  the  greatest  benefits 
on.  mankind  at  the  present  critical  period’’* 


City  of  Venice. 

^/le  following  article  is  taken  from  a very  late  Bri- 
tish periodical  publication.  It  contains  a lamentable 
picture  of  a once  rich  and flourishing  commercial  city. 
‘‘Venice,  it  is  well  known,  is  built  011  a cluster  of 
islAs,  situated  among  the  shallows  which  occur 
near  the  head  of  the  Adriatic  Gulf.  The  houses 
and  spires  seem  to  spring  from  the  water;  canals 
are  substituted  for  paved  streets,  and  long  narrow 
boats,  or  gondolas,  for  coaches.  Some  parts  of  the 
city  are  elegant,  exhibiting  fine  specimens  of  the 
architecture  of  Palladio;  but  the  splendid  palace  oL 
St.  Mark  is  no  longer  thronged  by  Venetian  noblea;^ 
the  cassinos  are  comparatively  deserted;  and  tlw^ 
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famed  Rialto  bridge  has  ceased  to  be  distinguished 
its  rich  siiops  and  their  matchless  brocades. 
The  ancient  brazen  horses  have  returned  from  tlieir 
travels  to  Paris;  but  Venice  has  not  been  suffered 
to  resume  its  consequence  as  the  capital  of  an  inde- 
pendent state;  the  Bucentaur  is  rotten,  and  there  is 
no  longer  any  doge  to  wed  the  Adriatic. 

“The  great  mole  is  situated  about  seventeen 
miles  to  the  south  of  Venice.  It  was  begun  so  long 
ago  as  the  yms  1751,  and  it  was*  not  completed 
when  the  French  revolution  broke  out.  On  one  part 
of  the  wall  were  inscribed  tjhese  words: — “Ut  sacra 
aesiuaria,  urbiset  libertaiis  sedes,  perpetuo  con- 
servetur,  colosseas  moles  ex  solido  marmore  contra 
mare  posuere  curatores  aquarum.”  This  truly  co- 
lossal rampart  passes  through  a morass,  from  Plsle 
di  Chiusa,  on  the  west,  along  I’Isle  di  Murrassi,  to 
Bocca  del  Porto  on  the  east,  being  an  extent  nearly 
of  three  miles.  Towards  the  land  side,  it  is  ter- 
minated by  a wall  about  ten  feet  high  and  four  feet 
broad.  If  one  stands  on  the  top  of  this  wall,  the 
whole  is  seen  sjanling  on  the  other  side  till  it  ma- 
iestically  dips  into  the  Adriatic;  and  the  magnitude 
of  hit  undertaking  forcibly  strikes  the  spectator’s 
mind. — The  slanting  part  of  the  work  commences 
about  two  feet  and  a lialf  below  the  lop  of  the  wall, 
and  descends  to.vards  the  water  by  two  shelves  or 
terraces.  A great  part  of  the  embankment  is  of 
close  stone  .v(;rk:  this  vast  piece  of  solid  masonry 
is  about  fifty  feet  broad,  measuring  from  the  top  of 
the  wall  to  the  water’s  edge.  The  stones  are 
squared  masses  of  primitive  limestone,  or  “solid 
mai  hie;”  they  are  very  large  and  are  connected  by 
Puzzulana  eartn,  brought  from  Mount  Vesuvius. 
Bwvond  this  pile  of  masonry  many  loose  blocks  of 
marble  are  placed,  and  extend  a considerable  ‘vay 
into  tlie  Adriatic.  VViien  very  high  titles  occur, 
accompanied  with  wind,  the  waves  break  over  the 
Waoie  pier;  and  sometimes,  on  these  occasions,  par‘ 
of  the  loose  blocks  are  thrown  up  and  lodged  upon 
the  level  part  of  the  rampart:  it  may  be  questioned, 
therefore,  if  tnis  exterior  r.-inge  of  loose  masses  of 
stone  be  not  likely  to  prove  rather  detrimental  than 
useful. — Near  tp  this  pier,  on  the  side  next  tlie  sea, 
there  is  water  for  vessels  of  considerable  size.  The 
great  object  of  the  work  is  to  guard  the  Lagoon  on 
its  soHCii  and  most  assailable  point,  “contra  mare,” 
as  the  inscription  bears;  and  but  for  it  Venice  it  is 
thought,  would  by  this  time  have  been  in  ruins 
from  ilie  gradual  encroachments  of  the  sea.  It  is 
kept  is  good  order,  and  seems  lately,  during  the 
dominion  of  the  French,  to  have  received  extensive 
repairs.  This  magnificent  work  is  said  to  have 
excited  even  the  admiration  of  Napoleon,  which  he 
has  marked  by  tins  inscription: — “Ausu  Romano, 
sere  V'eneio.” 

“It  may  be  noticed,  that  the  part  of  the  rampart 
next  to  the  entrance  of  the  harboui-,  was  the  scene 
of  many  combats  between  the  French  troops  and 
the  English  sailors,  during  the  blockade  of  Venice 
by  our  navy.  The  rigour  of  this  blockade  is  not 
generally  known;  so  effectual  did  it  prove,  that 
numbers  of  the  native  inhabitants,  particularly  of 
the  lower  orders,  such  as  gondoliers,  absolutely 
perished  through  famine. 

“On  the  Isle  di  xMurassi,  already  mentioned,  are  a 
number  of  houses,  of  a pretty  enough  appearance  at  a 
distance,  but  miserable  on  a nearer  view;  they  are 
inhabited  by  fishermen,  who,  with  their  wretched 
and  squaled  wives  and  children  fiock  round  a stran- 
ger, begging  with  deplorable  looks  and  tones  of  pe- 
nury and  want.  The  great  Leguna,  or  shallow  lake, 
also  already  mentioned,  varies  in  depth  from  half  a 
loot  to  three  and  f ur  feeV^nd  more.  From  the  east- 


ern termination  of  the  pier  at  the  Roua  del  Porta, 
the  course  of  the  deeper  channel  accessible  to  very . 
large  vessels  to  the  port  of  Venice,  is  marked  out 
by  wooden  stakes,  or  beacons,  placed  at  short  dis- 
tances. 

“The  long  continued  blockade  of  the  FiOglish  an. 
nihilated  the  commerce  of  the  port,  and  proved 
very  disastrous  to  the  Venetian  vessels,  many  of 
which  became  ruinous,  and  have  been  found  inca- 
pable of  repair.  For  some  days  during  Sept,  last 
(1816,)  only  two  vessels  cleared  at  the  custom 
house — one  for  Constantinople,  and  another  for 
Corfu.  About  half  a do«en  of  small  craft,  Swedish, 
Danish,  Dutch,  and  Italian,  were  then  lying  at  the 
birth,  waiting  for  cargoes,  but  with  little  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  them.  During  the  war,  capital  was 
wasted,  and  mercantile  spirit  extinguished;  it  is 
not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  the  commerce  of 
Venice  at  the  lowest  ebb. 

The  merchants  are  now  endeavouring  to  obtain 
from  the  Austrian  government  some  advantages  at 
the  expence  of  the  rival  ports  of  Leghorn  and 
Trieste,  but  with  slender  hopes  of  success;  and  it 
is  not  perhaps  without  reason,  that  the  Venetians 
have  begun  to  despair  of  any  signal  revival  of  tlie 
commerce  of  this  ancient  and  once  celebrated  em- 
poriuip— to  which  Europe,  it  may  be  remarked,  was 
indebted  for  the  invention  of  public  banks.” 


Power  of  Painting  on  Brutes. 

Fro7ti  the  American  JMonthly  JMay^cizine. 

Messrs  Editors— If  the  following  anecdote  of  the 
power  of  painting,  in  deceiving  canine  sagacity,, 
strike  you  as  forcibly  as  it  did  me,  I am  confident 
you  will  give  it  a place  in  your  Miscellany.  I con- 
fess I do  not  recollect  to  have  beard  of  an  analogous 
c;ise. 

In  the  year  1815,  Doctor  Buchanan,  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States’  navy,  stationed  at  Sackett’s  Harbor, 
having  sent  his  son  to  New-York  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  passage  for  Europe,  wrote  to  a friend  in 
this  city  to,  select  a portrait  painter,  and  have  the 
boy’s  likeness  portrayed  and  sent  to  him.  This 
was  done,  and  some  time  after  the  friend  received 
a letter  expressing  the  father’s  approbation  of  the 
portrait,  and  relating  a singular  occurrence  evincing 
the  truth  of  the  resemblance. 

“My  friend,  capt.  Heilman,  has  a fine  pointer  dog, 
named  Pero.  My  dear  James  being  an  excellent 
shot,  and  fond  of  sporting,  an  intimacy  was  conse- 
quently formed  between  him  and  Mr.  Pero — who 
would  frequently  call  (as  it  were)  for  James  to  go 
a hunting.  After  James’s  absence  he  repeated  his 
visit  about  once  a week,  as  if  seeking  his  former 
friend.  The  first  visit  he  paid  after  the  arrival  of 
Dunlap’s  semblance  of  his  sporthig  companion  was 
truly  affecting — The  moment  he  came  into  the  door 
the  picture  struck  liis  eye, — he  stood  motionless* 
one  leg  raised  and  his  tail  wagging  for  a few  mo- 
ments— he  then  seemed  to  have  identified  the  truth 
of  his  own  sight;  he  rapidly  approached  it,  whining 
and  wagging  his  tail, — jumped  upon  the  chair  over 
which  it  stood,  and  placing  his  forepnws  on  the 
frame,  licked  the  hands  of  his  quondum  young 
friend;  and  this  visit  he  repeats  frequently,  stand-, 
ing,  ere  his  departure,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
picture  and  his  tail  wagging  adieu.  I presume  thiff 
fact  has  taken  place  a dozen  times,  and  in  the 
presence  of  a dozen  people.”  Yours,  &c.  R.  T. 

We  cei’tainly  do  consider  the  circumstance 
narrated  by  our  correspondent,  both  extraordinarj*" 
and  interesting.  It  is,  however,  not  the  only  in- 
stance we  have  met  with  of  the  triumph  of  thic 
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j^aphic  art  over  brute  instinct.  Antiquity  furnishes 
.two  remarkable  incidents  of  ilie  same  class.  Apelles 
had  excuted  an  equestrian  painting  of  Alexander, 
with  which  the  king  was  dissatisfied,  but  a horse 
passing  at  the  instant,  neighed  at  the  steed  re- 
presented in  tlie  picture.  The  story  of  the  grapes, 
in  the  piece  of  Zeuxis,  at  which  tlie  birds  pecked,  is 
familiar,— thougli  the  artist  confessed  that  had  the 
figure  of  the  man  who  carried  them,  been  equally 
well  drawn,  it  must  have  frightened  them  away.  A 
very  recent  illustration  of  the  effect  of  the  illusions  I 
of  the  pencil  upon  birds,  is  found  in  an  humourous 
anecdote  in  Northcote’s  Memoirs  of  sir  .Toshua  Rey- 
nolds. Mr.  Northcote  thus  introduces  it: — 

“Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  memoirs,  relates 
-a' surprising  instance  of  sagacity  in  a macaw,  one  of 
the  parrot  genus  of  the  largest  kind,  which  occur- 
red under  his  own  observation.  His  relation  is, 
indeed,  a very  wonderful  one;  but  I am  the  more 
apt  to  give  it  credit  from  being  myself  a witness 
of  the  following  instance  of  apparent  intellect  of  a 
bird  of  this  species,  and  therefore  can  vouch  for  its 
truth;  at  the  same  time  I hope  to  be  excused  for 
giving  what  I consider  merely  as  a curious  circum- 
stance, and  not  to  incur  the  accusation  of  vanity,  in 
this  instance  at  least,  by  making  a weak  endeavour 
to  extol  my  own  poor  work,  for  very  poor  it  was. 

'‘In  the  early  part  of  the  time  that  I passed  with 
sir  Joshua  as  his  scholar,  I had,  for  the  sake  of  prac- 
tice, painted  the  portrait  of  one  of  the  female  ser- 
vants; but  my  performance  had  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  being  a strong  likeness. 

“Sir  Joshua  had  a large  macaw,  which  he  often 
introduced  into  his  pictures,  as  may  be  seen  from 
several  prints.  This  bird  was  a great  favorite,  and 
was  always  kept  in  the  dining  parlor,  where  he  be- 
came a nuisance  to  this  same  house  maid,  wlaose 
department  it  was  to  clean  the  room  after  him;  of 
course  they  were  not  upon  very  good  terms  with 
each  other. 

“The  portrait,  when  finished,  was  brought  into 
the  parlor,  one  day  after  dinner,  to  be  shown  to  the 
family,  that  they  might  judge  of  the  progress  I had 
made.  It  was  pl.aced  against  a chair,  while  the  ma- 
caw was  in  a distant  part  of  the  room,  so  that  he 
did  not  immediately  perceive  the  picture  as  he 
walked  about  the  floor,  but  when  he  turned  round 
and  sawthe  features  of  his  enemy,  he  quickly  spread 
his  wings,  and  in  great  fury  ran  to  it,  and  stretched 
himself  up  to  bite  at  the  face.  Finding,  however, 
that  it  did  not  move,  he  then  bit  at  the  hand,  but 
perceiving  it  to  remain  inanimate,  he  proceeded  to 
examine  the  picture  behind,  and  then,  as  if  he  had 
satisfied  his  curiosity,  left  it,  and  walked  again  to 
a distant  part  of  the  room,  but  whenever  he  turned 
about,  and  again  saw  the  picture,  he  would,  with 
the  same  action  of  rage,  repeatedly  attack  it.  The 
experiment  was  afterwards  repeated,  on  various  oc- 
casions, in  the  presence  of  Edmund  Burke,  Dr.  John- 
son, Dr.  Goldsmith,  and  most  of  Sir  Joshua^s  friends, 
and  never  failed  of  success;  and  what  made  it  still 
more  remarkable  was,  that  when  the  bird  was  tried 
by  any  other  portrait,  he  took  no  notice  of  it  what- 
ever.” E. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

At  Liverpool,  July  9,  American  flour  was  at  62s. 
per  barrel,  and  the  grain  harvest  never  more  pro- 
mising. 

In  London  the  price  of  bread  is  reduced  three 
half  pence  in  the  quartern  loaf. 

A baker  at  Dublin  has  commenced  selling  bread 


at  less  than  the  established  as.size  price,  and  the 
bread  is  pronounced  of  an  excellent  quality. 

There  were  imported  at  Livf’rpool,  from  July  1 
to  7,  from  the  United  .State.s,  o5,87lbhls.  of  flour. 

Imported  previously,  tliis  year,  294,958. Total 

330,829. 

The  prince  regent,  to  relieve  the  people  of  E'>g- 
land — of  their  money — has  purchased  an  old  castle 
in  Hanover  for  the  trifling  sum  of  a million  of  dol- 
lars. 

Stocks,  July  7 — consols.  75  7 8 to  76. 

John  Bui!  is  a wonder-loving  fellow;  and  we  often 
laugh  at  the  ardor  with  which  he  pursues  his  pas- 
sion. Joanna  SotUheoat,  and  the  niessiah  she  was 
to  bring  foi-th  being  done,  because  the  old  hag 
could  not  bear  a child,  though -she  did  all  she  could 
for  it,  he  has  found  a new  wonder  in  a certain  voung 
woman,  of  an  unknown  country,  who  suddenly  ap- 
peared in  England!  She  was  of  a fine  and  very  in- 
teresting figure,  elegant  manners,  and  possessed  of 
many  accomplishments.  But  nobody  could  under- 
stand her  language  or  read  her  writing;  she  wrote 
very  fluently.  Many  learned  men  were  interested 
in  her  case!  Her  languages  and  characters  were 
pronounced  neither  to  be  Greek,  Malay,  Cliinese, 
Shanscrit,  Arabic  or  Persian.  Some  thought  tliat 
she  was  a Chinese,  others  a Jav.anese,  others  a 
Circassian — however,  it  was  gravely  concluded  that 
her  father  was  a Chinese  and  her  mother  a Malay! 
She  quizzed  the  kno-mng  ones  for  a longtime — nei- 
ther the  folks  at  the  India  House  nor  at  the  univer- 
sities being  able  to  make  any  thing  of  her  manu- 
scripts. She  affected  many  singular  manners,  seem- 
ed to  worship  the  sun,  &c.  But  at  last  poor  John 
Bull,  to  his  still  greater  wonderment,  found  out 
that  *‘this  most  interesting  creature,”  and  .supposed 
“princess”  was  a certain  Poll  Baker,  of  Witherage, 
a village  in  Devonshire!  She  is  said  to  have  ai'rived 
at  Philadelpiiia. 

The  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  cotton  yarn, 
ds  now  a favorite  object  of  many  in  England,  to 
encourage  the  weaving  in  that  country.  I'he  sub- 
ject is  before  parliament. 

The  makers  of  wrought  nails  in  England,  have 
petitioned  parliament  against  the  u.<?e  of  machinery. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  of  Glasgow  have 
agreed  to  petition  parliament  to  repeal  th<i  laws 
regulating  the  interest  on  money. 

The  editor  of  the  London  Sun  says — “We  do  not 
believe  there  will  be  such  a modification  in  the 
British  edicts  as  to  allow  Americans,  in  their  owi; 
vessels,  a free  unrestricted  trade  of  the  British 
West-Indies,”  on  account  of  the  great  want  of  em- 
ployment for  the  shipping  of  Britain,  &c. 

The  right  hon.  G.  Ponsonby  has  been  attacked 
with  a paralytic,  while  on  the  floor  of  commons, 
and  it  is  feared  he  will  lose  the  use  of  one  side. 

The  frame  breaking  bill,  by  which  death  was 
inflicted  on  the  offenders,  but  which  was  sometime 
since  changed  to  transportation,  has  been  re- 
enacted. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  is  to  be  the  new  leader 
of  the  opposition. 

Liverpool,  Bristol,  Lancaster  and  other  great 
trading  ports,  are  all  in  a buitle  with  shipping  off 
merchandize  for  the  Brazils. 

Another  prize-fighter  has  been  murdered  in  Eng- 
land, to  gratify  civilized  John  Bull.  There  was  “rare 
sport/** 

An  explosion  took  place  in  a mine  in  Durham, 
Eng.  on  the  1st  of  July,  occasioned  by  an  obstinate 
and  imprudent  use  of  a candle.  About  35  persons 
lost  their  lives. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  July  3,  Mr.  M.  A.  fay* 
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3or  moved  that  a report  on  the  state  of  Newfound-  (buried  on  tine  spot.  The  solution  of  this  problem, 
land  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  He  pro-  however,  remains  with  the  antiquary;  meantime, 
posed  the  removal  of  5000  of  the  inhabitants,  and  [the  occurrence  has  <;fiven  rise  to  much  speculation 


posed 

a bounty  of  2?.  pertpiintal  on  nsh.^  The  house  de- 
clined a consideration  oti  the  subject  then;  btit  it 
Was  intimated  pi'overnm'^nt  would  direct  all  the  re- 
lief possible  to  be  afforded. 

Arrests  for  treasonable  practices  continue  in  Eng- 
land. 

A ch.llenge  has  been  gdven  in  England  by  Miss! 


among  the  cognoscenti  of  Dingwall. 

London^  Jubj  7. — Stupendous  undertaking. — A 
wonderful  experiment  was  tried  on  Monday 
se’nnight,  at  Plymouth.  It  had  been  some  time  in 
contemplation  to  pull  up  a line-of-battle-ship  on  one 
of  the  building  slips,  and  the  Kent  of  74  guns,  was 
fixed  on  for  the  experiment.  Two  frigates  had 


AV.  to  lier  niece,  .Miss  N.  and  rejected,  and  the  | been  previously  hauled  up  with  facility.  Thevari- 
former  arrested  and  committed  to* prison,  because 'ous  apparatus  being  fixed,  preparatory  to  hauling, 
she  refused  to  give  bail.  She  is  represented  a fine  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  accidents 
woman,  about  26  years  of  age.  A gentleman  of  rank  and  to  secure  the  ultimate  object,  at  20  fninutes 
had  offered  her  marriage*  but  suddenly  changed  before  six  o’clock  the  signal  was  given  to  heave 
his  mind  and  addressed  Miss  N.  I the  purchases.  This  was  obeyed  with  IhC  utmost 

I'hev  had  just  received  in  England  an  account  ofl  alacrity  by  “a  long  pmll,  a strong  pull,  and  a pull 


the  detention  of  American  fishing  vessels  at  Hali- 
fax. 

In  England  12,000  dollars  have  been  recovered 
by  lieut.Kent,  of  the  army,  of  col.  Sorrel,  for  crim. 
con. 

A steam-boat  from  London  to  M.'.rgate,  has  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  It  beir.g  found  impossible  to 
extinguish  the  fire,  soon  after  it  commenced  in  the 
hold,  the  deck  was  made  as  tight  as  possible,  and 
the  element  confined  below.  The  engine  was  kept 
in  operation,  and  the  boat  run  on  shore,  and  all  op 
board  (fifty  persons)  saved;  but  immediately  after 
they  landed  the  deck  fell  in. 

The  first  vote  the  Duke  of  Wellington  has  given 
in  the  house  of  lords  has  been  against  the  catholic 
claims. 

The  Morning  Post  says  **the  axcovchement  of  the 
amiable  princess  of  Cobourg  is  expected  to  take 
place  in  October  next,  an  event  that  cannot  fail  to 
give  the  highest  gratification  to  the  nation.” 

Prodigy  in  spinning. — A hank  of  yarn  lias  been 
laid  before  the  Irish  Linen  Board,  which  tvas  spun 
by  a girl  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  of  the  name  of 
Wood;  it  weighs  only  ten, grains,  of  course,  would 
require  700  hanks  to  weigh,  one  pound  (avoirdupois) 
which  would  make  a tliread  2,521,440  l ards,  or 
about  1432  miles  in  length:  \7lhs.  6oz.  S^drms.  of 
yarn,  spun  thus  fine,  would  contain  a thread  that 
would  measure  24,912  miles,  whifch  is  equal  to  the 
circuit  of  the  globe. 

Crimes  and  Education. — According  to  returns  to 
parliament,  the  commkment  for  crimes  in  an  aver- 
age of  nine  years  in  proportion  to  population,  are  as 
follows: — In  Manchester,  one  in  140;  in  London, 
one  in  800;  in  Ireland,  one  in  1600  and  in  Scotland, 
one  in  20,000! 

The  quarter’s  account  of  the  revenue,  made  up 
to  Sunday,  leaves,  we  understand,  a deficiency,  or 
an  excess  of  charge  beyond  the  income,  of  3,800,0001 
— from  which,  however,  is  to  be  deducted  a sum  of 
about  900,006^.  on  account  of  the  Irish  payments  on 
bills.— Courier.  J 

London,  July  3. — Last  week,  while  some  laborers 
were  digging  gravel  on  the  side  of  a hill  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dingwall,  they  discovered,  about  eight 
feet  from  the  surface,  a human  skeleton,  of  more 
than  ordinary  dimensions,  inclosed  in  a stone  coffin, 
which  appears  to  have  been  built  around  it.  A cop- 
per dagger  was  found  buried  in  the  skull,  and  witli- 
in  the  coffin,  alongside  the  skeleton,  was  found  an 
earthen  jar,  of  a singular  form,  which,  from  the 
rudeness  of  the  workmanship,  bears  evident  marks 
of  great  antiquity.  The  hill,  in  which  these  singu- 
lar relics  were  found,  has  more  the  appearance  of 
a work  of  art  than  of  nature,  which  leads  many  to 
suppose  that  it  must  have  been  the  monument  of 
iome  hero  of  antiquity  who  fell  in  battle,  and  was 


altogether.”  The  immense  fabric  began  to  ad- 
vance on  the  plane  about  8 or  10  inches  at  a time, 
as  the  purchases  acted,  and  in  the  short  period  of 
forty  one  minutes  from  the  time  of  first  heaving,  a 
body  weighing  uf) wards  of  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty  four  tons,  notwithstanding  all  its 
“t-is  inertia  was  conveyed,  as  if  by  magic,  to  its 
destined  situation,  without  the  slightest  untoward 
event  or  failure,  in  a m.-.nner  that  amazes,  while  it 
delights  the  mind.  In  the  mighty  operation,  we 
may  clearly  perceive  what  is  possible  to  be  done  by 
the  inclined  plane,  and  wheel  and  axis,  and  the  pul- 
ley, in  unison  with  1400  men  and  14  capstans.. 

FRAXCU. 

T!ie  interest  on  the  whole  debt  of  France  is  lit- 
tle more  than  that  on  the  unfunded  debt  of  En- 
gland. 

In  Paris,  a general  and  another  officer  of  high 
grade,  have  been  arrested;  and  a lady  of  distinction, 
visiter  to  madame  de  .Month.olon. 

It  is  said  some  of  the  European  governments 
who  loaned  money  to  Bonaparte  now  call  on  Louis 
to  pay  it, 

French  funds  July  2— 5 percents,  65  10— 3d.  6-1 
70. 

The  count  de  Croix  has  been  restored  to  his 
rights  as  a French  citizen,  it  appearing  he  refused 
to  sit  in  Bonaparte’s  chamber  of  peers. 

Marshal  Savaiy,  whose  seizure  at  Trieste  we  no- 
ticed sometime  ago,  has  been  seht  from  thence  as 
a state  prisoner,  and  is  confined  in  one  of  the  c.astlcs 
of  Hungary.  Where  is  the  law  under  whicli  he  is 
thus  treatedP  In  the  ■will  of  the  allied  kings. 

From  Uheims  we  hear  that  the  Prevotal  court 
has  tried  the  individuals  taken  up  during  the  late 
troubles.  Three  have  been  condemned  to  20  years 
in  irons;  two  to  10  and  tliree  to  5.  The  other 
persons  accused,  ten  in  number,  were  acquitted. 

The  grain  harvest,  as  w ell  as  the  vintage,  promis- 
es to  be  very  abundant  in  France. 

French  funds. — The  interest  on  the  public  debt  cf 
France  is  about  29,000,000  dollars;  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  army,  navj  . colonies,  hospitals,  pen- 
sions, government,  &.c.  about  65,000,000  dollars. 
'I'he  extraordinary  expenditures,  (pay  to  the  allies, 
&c.)  48,000,000. 

4 Floating  debt  60,000,000  dollars.  The  annual  re. 
venue  is  estimated  at  128,000,000  dollars. 

The  French  stock,  at  the  present  prices,  is  said  to 
yield  an  interest  of  about  7|  per  cent. 

The  dividends  are  promised  to  be  paid  with  punc- 
tuality.  English  stockholders  may  have  their  divi- 
dends paid  in  England  for  one  per  cent,  on  the  divi- 
dend. 

BOXAPARTE. 

It  is  said  in  England  that  letters  from  St.  Helena 
state  that  tlie  “Cor.sican”  is  exceedingly  enraged 
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at  the  publication  of  Warden’s  letters — protesting  [ 
against  their  authenticity. 

sp.4.iy, 

A steam  boat  had  been  launched  at  Seville,  Spain. 
The  king  has  decreed  that  all  new  invented  instru- 
ments naay  be  imported  free  of  duty. 

An  amnesty  in  favor  of  all  proscribed  Spaniards  is 
expected  in  Spain. 

**  Gibraltar f June  25. — There  is  a report  to  day,  that 
there  exists  an  insurrection  in  Spain — say,  at  Seville^ 
headed  by  the  priesthood,  in  consequence  of  a tax 
having  been  levied  very  recently  on  the  church  pro- 
perty. All  the  troops  round  Cadiz  have  been  march- 
ed into  the  town  to  prevent  the  commotion  extend- 
ing.” [In  a contest  between  Ferdinand  and  his 
priests  we  wish  the  fate  of  the  “Kilkenny  cats,”  that 
eat  each  other  up,  except  the  very  tips  of  their  tails.] 

POUTUOAt., 

The  trials  for  high  treason  of  the  Portuguese 
conspirators,  has  commenced  at  Lisbon. 

It  is  now  said  that  the  plot  was  skilfully  planned. 
The  machinery  of  it  was  in  great  order,  and  its  de- 
sign to  expel  the  family  of  Braganza — themselves 
*Hmurpers**  of  the  throne  of  Portugal.  The  estab- 
lishment of  a republican  government  was  aimed  at. 

ITALY, 

A report  was  circulated  at  Leghorn  that  troubles 
have  broken  out  at  Malta,  and  that  it  is  to  this  cir- 
cumstance that  is  ascribed  the  unexpected  depar- 
ture of  the  English  governor  from  Corfu,  and  of 
Admiral  Penrose,  for  that  Island. 

GEKMANT, 

The  emperor  of  Austria  has  prohibited  the  im- 
portation of  iron  and  steel,  and  manufacture*  there- 
of, into  any  part  of  his  dominions.  The  British  say 
that  the  regulation  will  aifect  their  “iron-working 
districts.” 

RUSSIA. 

We  noticed  in  our  last  Reoisteh  the  port  of  Odessa, 
and  Alexander’s  views  in  respect  to  his  territories 
adjacent  to  the  Black  Sea.  In  consequence  of  his 
policy,  he  has  declared  Odessa  a free  port  for 
thirty  years;  all  foreign  articles  (except  sprituous 
liquors)  may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  declarktion, 
and  custom-house  visit.  Tlie  Quarantine  laws  to 
continue  in  force.  Such  articles  as  cannot  lawfully 
be  exported  from  other  parts  of  Russia,  cannot  be 
exported  from  Odessa. 

In  furtherance  of  Alexander’s  views  respecting 
Odessa,  it  is  understood,  that  the  Grand  Seignor 
intends  to  open  the  Dardanelles  and  the  Bosphorus, 
to  the  ships  of  all  nations,  upon  the  payment  of  a 
duty  similar  to  that  paid  at  the  Sound. 

Count  Romahzoff,  a Russian  nobleman,  has  at  his 
own  expence  built  four  churches  on  his  estates  for 
different  sects:  has  sent  a vessel  round  the  world 
on  a voyage  of  discovery;  and  is  now  about  to  estab- 
iish  Lancasterian  schools. 

A new  ship  called  the  Kamtschatka  is  fitting  out 
in  Russia  for  a voyage  of  discovery. — She  is  com- 
manded by  Golownin,  formerly  a prisoner  in  Japan. 

Some  Scotch  families  have  emigrated  to  Poland 
-—some  Wirtemberg  families  to  the  borders  of  tfa§ 
Black  Sea. 

BARBABY  POWERS. 

The  Diet  of  Germany  have  resolved  to  me- 
iRorialize  the  different  courts  of  Europe  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Tunisian  Corsairs  appearing  upon  the  coast. 
They  compliment  the  British  for  their  first  inter- 
ference. 

It  is  intimated  in  a Bremen  article  that  a Tunisian 
cruiser  in  the  North  Seas,  has  taken  the  captain’s 
wife  from  an  American  vessel. 


WFST-IXDIFS. 

The  act  of  the  British  pai’liament  requiring  the 
several  colonial  legislatures  to  pass  an  a<Jt  for  t!ie 
registry  of  slaves,  has  been  waved,  or  refused,  by 
that  of  the  Bahamas.  The  attorney  general  wajs 
accused  of  writing  a letter  to"a  member  “of  that 
famous  society  called  the  African  Institution,”  at 
London,  wherein  he  severely  reflected  upon  the  as- 
sembly. He  denied  the  fact,  but  was  ordered  to  be 
arrested  and  brouglU  to  the  bar  of  the  house;  but 
he  armed  his  negroes  and  resisted  the  authorby.  He 
was  afterw'ards  arrested  and  imprisoned,  but  releas- 
ed by  a habeas  corpus,  and  so  the  matter  rests  at 
present.  The  WesMndians  are  much  alarmed  and 
incensed  at  the  late  regulations  of  the  mother  coun- 
try respecting  their  slaves,  and  seem  to  fear  that  a 
final  emancipation  is  designed. 

FLORIDA. 

The  ship  Margaret,  lately  detained  at  New  York 
on  suspicion  of  a design  to  proceed  to  the  assis- 
tance of  McGregor,  has  been  released,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  her  voyage.  She  was  cleared  out  fqr 
St.  jyftiry^s. 

Thev'jccounts  from  Amelia  are  bad  for  M‘Gregor 
and  his  party.  His  force  is  reported  to  be  reduced 
to  20  men,  and  he  himself  as  prepared  to  leave  the 
island.  But  another  statement^  s:iys  he  had  118 
men,  and  was  ready  to  repel  an  expected  attack 
from,  the  Spaniards  and  Indians. 

The  Savannah  Repxibllcan  says — A person  who 
arrived  ui  this  place  yesterday  from  Amelia,  states 
that,  an  expedition  sent  by  M‘Gregor  on  the  St. 
John’s  river  was  attacked  by  a party  of  Spaniards 
and  negroes,  on  the  22nd  ult. — 15  of  the  patriots 
were  killed,  tlieir  ears  cut  off,  and  carried  to  St. 
Augustine,  for  which  the  Spanish  government  gave, 
fifty  dollars  n pair  ! ! 

The  latest  accounts  say  that  M'Gregor  had  beep 
reinforced  by  the  Buenos  Ayrean  brig  Patriota, 
com.  Tayicr,  with  300  men,  and  expected  400 
more  by  the  Morgiaiia  from  New  York,  and  yet  in- 
tended to  make  a dash  at  St.  Augustine,  and  that 
all  were  sanguine  of  succc  ?3.  He  has  probably  re- 
ceived some  supplies  of  men;  but  so  great  a num- 
ber as  is  mentioned  is — impossible. 

MEXICO. 

We  have  some  shreds  of  intelligence  from  gen. 
Mina.  So  far,  he  appears  to  have  succeeded  very 
well.  The  governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  it  is  said,  had 
made  up  the  sum  of  150,000  to  lend  to  him;  but 
his  purpose  was  discovered  and  he  was  obliged  se- 
cretly to  escape,  which  he  did. 

“Spanish”  America. 

It  seems  eertain  that  the  royalists  have  landed 
upon  Margaretta  in  considerable  force,  under  iMo- 
rillo;  but  they  have  met  with  a most  desperate  re- 
sistance and  have  suffered  so  much  that  ail  the 
surgeons  at  Laguira,  &c.  have  been  sent  for  to  take 
care  of  the  wounded.  A schooner  under  Danish 
colors  bad  arrived  at  Laguira  from  Cum  ana,  with 
male  and  female  prisoners;  among  tlie  latter  was 
said  to  he  Si  female,  -who  tvus  sentenced  to  have  her 
arms  amputated  for  being  caught  making  a revolution- 
ary  fag. 

The  Sabina  frigate  has  arrived  at  Havana  from 
Vera  Cruz,  with  between  3 and  4 millions  of  dol- 
lars in  specie,  witli  which  it  was  probable  she 
would  proceed  to  Spain. 

Venezuela. — We  have  received  (says  the  Boston 
Daily  Advertiser)  the  Port-au-Prince  Telegraph,  of 
June  29,  which  is  filled  with  a variety  of  official 
papers  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  of 
Venezuela.  The  first  of  these  is  a proclamation  of 
Santiago  Marino,  captain  general  and  first  chief  eC 
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the  armies  of  the  republic  to  the  people  of  Vene- 
zuela. dated  May  10,  1817,  year  7. 

The  second  is  an  act  of  the  government,  confirm- 
iiig  Rol.vav’s  decree  proclaiming  freedom  to  slaves, 
and  enacting  a peiialty  for  its  violation.  ^ ^ 

The  third  a commission  to  tlie  honorable  citizen 
J.ouis  Brion,  appointing  liim  admiral  of  the  Venezue- 
lian  squadron,  and  captain  general  oi  the  armies  by 

land  and  sea.  i r 

The  fourth  is  a military  law,  passed  May  lo  of 
the  year  7 of  the  libenie-s  of  the  Vonezuelians, 
declaring  every  individual  from  14  to  60  years  of 
age,  soldiers  of  tlie  republic,  and  requiring  them 
to  present  themselves  in  24  hours  to  the  several 
military  commanders,  who  are  to  enrol  their  names, 
ages,  pl-ices  of  birth,  &c.  those  wlio  neglect  are  to 
be  considered  enemies  of  the  republic,  and  punish- 
ed according  to  its  circumstances. 

Next  follows  an  act  of  tlie  supreme  executive 
power  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela,  passed 
May  17,  of  the  year  7,  which  after  a preamble  ex 
pressing  the  desire  of  the  republic  to  sliow  its 
gratitude  to  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  for  the  hospitality  shown  to 
emigrants  of  the  republic,  ^nd  for  admitting  her 
ship*^  into  their  ports,  and  respecting  her  flag  on 
the  high  seas,  decrees  that  Eiiglisli  or  North  \me 
rican  manufactures,  or  merchandize  of  any  kind, 
imported  into  Venezuela  under  the  flags  of  these 
two  nations  “shall  pay  but  six  per  cent,  and  two 
per  cent,  lo  the  admiralty,  which  the  merchants  of 
other  nations  pay.”— All  produce  of  the  country  to 
v.’hich  die  vessels  belongs  lo  pay  no  more  duty  than 
is  exacted  of  citizens.  All  arms  and  military  stores 
are  free  of  duty,  as  well  as  the  return  cargoes 
purchased  for  them.  This  article  is  to  extend  dur- 
ing  the  war.  English  and  North  American  vessels 
to  proceed  from  port  to  port  of  the  republic  with- 
out being  charged  with  duty.— Citizens  and  sub- 
jects  of  these  two  countries  who  may  settle  in  Ve- 
nezuela, will  be  specially  favored. 

Tlien  follows  a bulletin,  dated  May  12,  giving 
an  account  of  a battle  fought  by  gen.  Piar  in  Guiana, 
in  whicli  he  claims  to  have  routed  the  royalists, 
taken  586  prisoners,  including  in  the  number  Ccruti, 
governor  of  Guiana,  and  17  officers. 

Tiie  next  article  is  a decree  of  the  executive 
government,  in  which  it  is  declared  that  the  style 
of  the  sovereign  congress  of  Venezuela  shall  be 
The  JlomrMe  Congress,  tlie  title  of  the  executive 
power  shall  be  The  resjjectuble,  that  of  the  judiciary, 
The  Just.  The  title  of  high  officers  is  honorable^ 
and  tliese  titles  are  to  be  given  in  all  official'  cor- 
respondences. “Thus  the  respectable  executive 
power  had  decreed.” 

The  next  article  is  as  follows,  “palace  of  the  go- 
vernment, at  Pampatar,  May  12,  1817,  year  7. 

“Considering  the  distinguished  services  rendered 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  island,  ^Island  of  Mar- 
garitta]  in  the  struggle  which  they  have  maintained 
fv)r  the  destruction  of  the  enemy  and  for  the  glory 
of  the  republic,  this  Island  shall  take  the  name  of 
JVea/  Sparta  on  account  of  the  resemblance  of  the 
heroism  which  they  have  exhibited  to  that  of  the 
ancient  republic  of  that  name  in  Greece.  Thus  com- 
municated by  the  respectable  executive  power  for 
publication.  “CASIANO  BAZARES,  secrelary. 

The  next  and  last  article  is  a decree  that  the  flag 
of  the  Venezuelian  ships  of  war  shall  bear  seveit 
stars,  representing  the  sejren  provinces,  but  mer- 
chant vessels  shall  carry  only  the  tri  coloured  flag. 

BRAZIX.. 

It  is  reported  that  the  king  is  preparing  to  leave 
Brazil  and  return  to  Lisbon. 


Honor  to  the  brave. 

PHESENTATIOIf  OF  A SWOIll)  TO  0K9ERAL  STRONG. 

From  the  Pluttiburg  Republican,  of  July  5. 

On  Wednesday,  25th  ult.  hon.  Ralph  Rascal,  col. 
Af.  Smilh,  majors  Sanford  and  McJ^eil,  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  his  excellency  the  lieut.  governor;, 
Johi  Tayler,  met  at  McNeil’s  ferry,  to  wait  on  gen. 
Strong,  lo  present  him  with  the  sword  prepared  for 
him  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature  of  this  state.  The  committee  left 
McNeil’s  about  10  o’clock,  in  an  elegant  carriage, 
an.l  proceeded  toward  the  city  of  Vergennes.  At 
four  miles  from  the  city  they  were  met  by  a commit, 
tee  of  the  citizens,  the  general’s  aid,  and  a number 
of  gentlemen  from  Burlington,  in  their  carriages, 
who,  with  an  elegant  troop  of  cavalry  as  an  escort, 
accompanied  the  committee  to  Painter’s  hotel.  On 
their  entrance  into  the  city  they  were  saluted  by 
the  firing  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells.  A 
vast  concourse  of  people  had  assembled  to  witness 
the  ceremony.  After  the  committee  had  been  in- 
troduced to  general  Strong,  he,  accompanied  by  his 
cliaplain,  proceeded  with  his  suite  to  the  court 
house,  which  stands  on  an  elevated  piece  of  ground 
— and  the  committee,  preceded  by  a band  of  mu- 
sic, and  escorted  by  tlie  cavalry  dismounted,  fol- 
lowed amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  The 
sword  was  presented  on  the  steps  of  the  court 
house — the  general  standing  in  the  entrance  of  the 
lobby,  received  tlie  following  address  from  colonel 
Smith  : 

“ Sir — The  legislature  of  the  state  of  New-York 
have  directed  the  governor  to  cause  to  be  presented 
to  you  a sword,  as  a testimony  of  the  high  sense 
they  entertain  for  your  valor  and  public  spirit,  and 
for  the  services  rendered  by  you  during  the  invasion 
of  Plattsburg  by  the  British  troops  in  September, 
1814. 

The  lieutenant  governor,  acting  as  governor,  has 
honored  us  with  this  commission. 

In  adverting  to  the  events  of  thiit  period,  when 
a numerous,  disciplined  and  well  appointed  ar- 
my, under  officers  of  experience  and  versed  in  the 
art  of  war,  flushed  with  recent  and  astonishing  vic- 
tories, “the  conquerors  of  the  conqueror  ofEurope,” 
boastful  of  their  prowess  and  confident  of  success; 
when  such  a force  retires  before  our  newly  raised 
and  undisciplined  troops,  not  one  fourth  their  num- 
ber, we  have  cause  of  gratitude  to  the  “God  of  ar. 
mies,”  who  so  manifested  his  “strengtli  in  our  weak- 
ness.” 

We  are  not  unmindful,  that  uninfluenced  by  par- 
ty oonsideratir.ns;  with  no  motive  but  love  of  coun- 
try; no  prospect  of  fame  except  at  the  s.Tcrifice  of 
your  life;  no  interest  but  a sense  of  duty;  and  not- 
withstanding every  discouragement,  you,  sir,  volun- 
teered in  defence  of  a sbter  state.  The  act  will  be 
remembered  by  that  people  with  gratitude. 

Accept,  sir,  this  sword;  it  is  the  gift  of  a free 
people  to  a free  man  : it  bears  on  its  hilt  the  device 
of  an  Herculean  mountaineer  crushing  in  his  arms 
the  British  lion : It  will  be  as  a memento  for  your 
sons  to  imitate  your  example  and  to  excite  them  to 
deeds  of  glory  : It  is  given,  not  as  a reward,  but  as 

a pledge  which  the  state  of  New-York  will  redeem 
wlien  occasion  shall  present  itself. 

We  are  directed  tp  communicate  to  you  the  con- 
sideration of  his  excellency  the  lieutenant  governor 
and  of  the  representative  of  the  people. 

We  offer  you  our  personal  regard  and  respect.” 

To  which  the  general  made  the  following  reply  : 

“ To  be  honored,  gentlemen,  for  any  service  I 
m^y  hare  rendered,  with  the  approbation  of  a state 
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acknovvledged  to  be  the  first  in  wealth,  in  com- 
merce and  population,  and  in  no  respect  inferior  to 
any  state  in  the  union,  affords  a satisfaction  which  1 
cannot  undertake  to  express. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the 
British  troops  front  Plattsburg-h  to  their  own  terri- 
tory, prevented  the  citizens  and  militia  of  the  states 
of  New- York  and  Vermont  from  coming’  to  a close 
and  severe  conflict  with  the  enemy : had  it  been 
alhenvise,  I am  persuaded  that  the  volunteers  from 
Vermont,  who  felt  no  discouragement  in  flying  to  the 
relief  your  state  when  suddenly  invaded,  would  have 
faithfully  performed  the  duty  which  one  member  of 
the  union  always  owes  to  another. 

I accept  the  sword,  gentlemen,  and  request  you 
to  communicate  to  tlie  lieutenant  governor  and  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  New-York,  the  high  sense 
I entertain  of  the  honor  they  have  conferred— and 
you  will  permit  me  to  say  that  the  manner  in  which 
you,  gentlen.'-n,  have  executed  your  commission, 
has  added  much  to  my  gratification.  You  will  please 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  respect  and  esteem.” 

The  hon.  Ralph  Hascal  made  some  observations 
to  the  citizens,  complimentary  of  the  reception  the 
committee  had  met  with. 

The  sword  presented  was  of  exquisite  workman- 
ship; its  hilt  and  scabbard  of  gold.  On  the  scab- 
bard  was  the  following  inscription  : — “Presented 
by  his  excellency  Daxikl  D.  Tompkins,  governor  of 
the  state  of  New-York,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of 
the  senate  and  assembly  of  the  said  state,  to  major- 
general  Samuel  Strong,  of  the  Vermont  volunteers, 
as  a memorial  of  the  sense  entertained  by  the  state 
of  his  services,  and  those  of  his  brave  mountaineers, 
at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh.” 

After  the  presentation  of  the  sword,  the  general 
and  the  delegation  from  Nev/-York,  with  the  citi- 
zens, proceeded  to  Painter’s  inn,  where  they  par- 
took of  a dinner  provided  for  the  occasion. 


Mr.  Clay — Treaty  of  Ghent,  &c. 

Vliicenneff,  f Ind.J  June  6. — At  a meeting  of  many 
of  the  citizens  of  Vincepnes  and  its  vicinity,  held 
at  Jones’s  hotel,  on  the  28th  May,  the  honorable 
James  Johnson  was  called  to  the  chair. 

It  being  announced  to  the  meeting,  that  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  was  convened  was  .to  notice  the 
arrival  of  their  distinguished  fellow-citizen  Henry 
Clay,  the  following  resolutions  were  submitted  and 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  be  appointed 
by  the  chairman  to  wait  on  the  hon.  Henry  Clay, 
and  informliira  that  the  citizens  of  this  borough  and 
its  vicinity  are  highly  gratified  at  having  among 
them  a person,  whose  talents  and  services  have  so 
frequently  and  so  much  conduced  to  the  honor  and 
■welfare  of  his  country. 

Resolved,  That  they  particularly  invite  him  to 
partake  of  a dinner,  to  be  given  on  the  occasion,  so 
soon  .as  it  may  suit  his  convenience. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  also  invite 
our  worthy  representative,  the  hon.  fValler  Taylor, 
and  the  hon.  Stephen  Ormsby,  to  attend  the  enter- 
tainment given  to  their  meritorious  companion  and 
friend. 

On  Mr.  Clay’s  return  from  Fort  Harrison,  the  4th 
June,  a dinner  was  accordingly  prepared  at  the 
Vincennes  hotel.  At  three  o’clock  most  of  tlie 
gentlemen  sat  down  at  an  elegant  collation,  in  the 
large  ball  room;  many  being  excluded,  on  account 
of  the  impossibility  of  being  accommodated. 

Governor  Posey  officiated  as  president,  and  judge 
Johnson  as  vice-president. 


The  cloth  being  removed,  after  many  exceller.*- 
toasts,  the  following  were  given  : 

The  American  commissioners  at  Ghent;  the  ne- 
gociators  of  an  honorable  peace;  their  talents  have 
gained  a reputation  for  themselves,  a respect  for 
their  country  abroad,  and  a proud  recollection  at 
home. 

The  .memory  of  the  lamented  Bayard;  the  able 
statesman,  virtuous  patriot  and  amiable  man. 

Henry  Clay;  he  now  possesses,  mav  he  long  enjoy, 
the  respect  of  Europe,  the  lionors  of  his  country  and 
tije  affections  of  the  west. 

Mr.  Clay  then  rose,  and  there  was  a burst  of  ap- 
plause—As  well  as  can  be  recollected,  with  mixli 
impressiveness,  he  addres.ssd  t!ie  conioany  as  fol- 
lows : 

Thai  he  begged  leave  to  offer  to  tlie  president 
and  gentlemen  assembled,  his  thanks  for  the  kind 
and  polite  hospitality  witli  which  they  have  had  the 
goodness  to  receive  him  in  Vincennes — a distin- 
guished honor,  as  unexpected,  as  (they  w’oujd  allow 
him  to  say,  with  unfeigned  sincerity,)  it  was  un- 
merited. He  placed  a higher  value  upon  it  from 
the  reflection  that  it  Was  bestowed  by  one  of  the 
first  towns  established  on  the  western  waters,  and 
one,  with  whose  name,  patriotism  and  devotedness 
to  the  country,  were  .il-ways  associated.  He  was 
happy  to  see  so  near  him,  yet  preserved  in  the  en- 
joyment of  health,  a venerable  citizen  of  the  place, 
[pointing  to  col.  Vigo]  who  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  in  which  you,  Mr.  President,  bore  a gallant 
part,  when  this  pe>st  wr.s  wrested  from  the  hand  of 
the  enemy  gave,  as  he  did  on  all  other  occasions, 
signal  proofs  of  his  attachmeiit  and  devotedness  to 
the  American  cause. 

He  had  also  for  himself,  and  his  late  colleagues, 
to  return  his  thanks  for  the  fiavterlng  manner  in 
which  their  names  had  been  mentioned  in  relation 
to  the  negociation  at  Ghent.  Tlie  history  of  that 
negoclation  is  short.  Great  Britain  having,  in  con- 
junction with  her  allie.s,  overthrown  the  power  ©f 
Bonaparte,  was  freed  from  .any  European  enemy. 
At  liberty  to  apply  the  immense  force  which  she 
had  accumulated  to  the  prosecution  of  the  Ameri- 
cati  war,  she  sent  her  commissioners  to  Ghent, 
vainly  expecting  to  dictate  th^  conditions  of  a peace. 
The  terms  which  she  proposed  were  rejected,  and 
after  much  useless  consumption  of  time,  others, 
in  the  outset  substantially  tendered  by  the  Ame- 
rican commissioners,  were  ultimately  agreed  to, 
which  compromitted  the  honor  of  neither  p.arty. — 
The  rejection  of  her  extravagant  propositions  was 
a duty  so  obvious  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
one,  partaking  in  the  smallest  degree  of  the  Ameri- 
can feelings,  to  pause  in  the  discharge  of  it.  No 
skill  was  requisite  in  the  management  of  such  a 
I negociation;  and  if  its  final  result  was  so  widely 
different  from  what  was  indicated  in  its  earlier 
stages,  that  the  result  must  be  attributed  to  the 
knowledge  which  the  enemy  had  acquired  of  the 
determined  spirit  of  the  people  of  this  country  and 
to  the  conviction  whieh  had  been  forced  upon  him, 
that  they  were  not  prepared  tamely  to  assent  to 
the  violation  of  the  integrity  of  their  territory,  nor 
to  the  surrender  of  one  single  national  right. 

Since  he  had  been  gratified  with  a view  of  the 
delightful  country  traversed  by  the  Wabash,  he 
had  been  more  than  ever  satisfied  with  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  conditions  proposed  by  the  British  com- 
missioners which  was  to  subject  to  barbarism,,  and 
to  put  out  of  the  pale  of  civilization  and  Gultivar 
tion,  one  of  the  finest  portions  of  the  globe— a 
country  to  wiiich  nature  has  been  profuse  in  lifr 
choicest  bounties,  and  in  which  she  bsR  left  noth- 
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jrg  f>r  aie  industry  of  man  but  immediately  to 
su  ike  the  plouj^h  into  the  richest  of  soils,  and  to 
scatter  the  seeds  and  gather  the  fruits  of  agricul-, 
tuVe. 

If  here  you  have  occasionally  to  drain,  and  to 
place  under  salutary  restraints,  the  superabundant 
tvaters  of  the  land,  you  are  more  than  compensated 
by  the  entire  relief  from  the  labors  of  the  axe  which 
your  beautiful  prairies  afford. 

With  res])cct  to  the  unde.served  compliment 
paid  to  him  in  the  toast  just  drank,  he  felt  himself 
entirely  unable  to  find  language  to  do  justice  to 
his  grateful  feelingi.  He  would  not,  tlierefore, 
attempt  it,  but,  with  the  permission  of  the  presi- 
dent, would  content  himself  wi  h offering  a senti 
ment,  with  which  the  growth  and  welfare  of  Vin 
cennes  were  intimately  allied.  He  proposed. 

Prosperity  to  the  country  of  the  Wabash. 


Statistical  items,  scraps,  &c. 

The  white  ivihl  Sheep  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  beautiful  skin,  presented  by  John  Jacob 
Astor,  esq  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  turns  out  to  be  one  of 
the  rarest  productions  in  North  America.  It  be- 
longs to  a species  of  Sheep,  or  possibly  to  an  animal 
connecting  the  Sheep,  Goat  and  Antelope,  running 
wild  on  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  present  speci- 
men is  the  only  one  ever  seen  in  New-York,  and 
was  brought  with  other  furs,  by  the  way  of  lake  Su- 
perior, from  the  region  beyond  the  sources  of  the 
Missouri. 

It  is.  covered  outwardly  with  a sort  of  shaggy 
hair,  and  within  the  hair  with  a fine  wool  equalling 
the  most  delicate  merino. — The  whole  is  as  white 
as  milk. 

It  appears  to  resemble  almost  exactly  the  fleece 
brought  by  captaiii  Lewis  from  the  Columbia  river, 
and  described  by  George  Ord,  esq.  in  the  Journal 
of  the  Academy  of  natural  sciences  in  Philadelphia. 

'I'he  specimen  of  this  highly  interesting  qua- 
drupted  was  exhibited  to  the  Lyceum  at  a late 
meeting;  and  has  been  since  deposited  in  the  Ca- 
binet of  Natural  History,  at  the  New-York  Institu- 
tion. 

CoTTov. — Account  of  cotton  imported  into  Liver- 
pool durimj  the  first  5 months  of  1816  and  1817. 


From  the  United  States — 

1816 

1817 

Savannah,  Charleston,  8ic, 

74901 

55135 

New-Orleans 

11501 

8601 

86402 

63736 

Brazil  and  Portugal 

37520 

23242 

Surinam 

542 

Demarara  and  Bcrblce 

11190 

5090 

Barbadoes 

686 

291 

Other  West  India  Islands 

3003 

2184 

France,  Spain  ahd  Holland 

527 

145 

Ireland 

349 

12 

E.ast  Indies 

4040 

3662 

AH  other  parts 

998 

144259 

99360 

99360 

Decrease  first  5 months  1817. 

44899 

bags. 

Tailonng.—By  a statement  from  a “journeyman 
tailor,”  in  Roston,  it  appears  that  there  are  25,243 
stitches  in  a coat,  viz.  basting,  782  stitches— in  the 
edges  of  the  coat  5,500  do. — felling  the<  edges, 
faces,  &c.  7,114  do.— out  of  .sight  in  the  pockets, 
&c.  1982  do. — in  the  collar  alone  3,056  do. — seams 
5,359— holes,  &c.  1,450  do.  The  coat  he  says  was 
journeyman’s 


Herkimer^  (~ JV*.  T. J July  24— Mr.  Henry  S.  Whit- 
ing of  this  village,  has  in  his  possession  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  record  of  Thomas  Taylor,  one  of  his 
ancestors,  who  was  descended  frona  the  celebrated 


Bishop  Jeremy  'Paylor,  of  England  : 

“Marble  may  tell  posterity  tliat  Mr.  Tliomas  Tay- 

lor,  a first  settler  in  Danbury,  1676, 

died  January 

1736,  aged 

92  years. 

Had  10  children  by  one  wife. 

Thomas,  aged 

90 

Joseph 

90 

John 

70 

Daniel 

94 

Timothy 

5G 

Nathaniel 

100 

Theophilus 

90 

Deborah 

80 

Rebecca 

99 

Eunice 

99 

TOTAI. 

951  years 

Perhaps  the  annals  of  latter  times  do  not  record 
a more  singular  instance  of  longevity  than  the  one 
before  us — The  united  ages  of  the  father  and  his 
ten  children,  by  one  wife,  amounting  to  almost  one 
thousand  years  ! When  compared  to  the  ordinary 
duration  of  human  life  at  the  present  day,  the  ba- 
lance against  us  must  give  rise  to  the  most  alarm- 
ing reflections.  To  what  cause  can  this  difierence 
be  attributed?  To  change  of  climate  ? If  our  cli- 
mate has  undergone  any  change,  it  has  certainly 
been  for  the  better — The  air  of  every  new  country 
is  rendered  more  pure  by  the  cultivation  of  the 
earth.  Has  medicine  lost  its  wonted  power  over 
the  diseases  incident  to  the  human  frame  ? Has  the 
science  of  medicine  declined  among  us  ? Neither  the 
one  nor  the  other- Every  encouragement  has  been 
given  to  the  healing  art,  and  its  improvement  has 
amply  repaid  its  encouragement.  But  still  the 
physician,  with  his  pestle  and  his  mortar,  has  not 
been  able  to  blunt  the  sharpening  edge,  or  retard 
tlie  quickening  swing  of  the  scythe  of  death — Does 
life  then  in  the  aggregate  naturally  and  unavoidably 
diminish  in  duration  as  the  woi’id  grows  old  ? We 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  does.  But  to  what 
cau.se,  then,  must  it  be  attributed  ? Among  many 
causes  v/hich  might  be  enumerated.  Intemperance 
stands  foremost  in  the  r.anks  of  death — This  is  the 
wide  spreading  evil  which  is  destroying  life;  and  not 
only  life,  but  virtue,  happiness  and  character.  The 
sneerhas  already  been  cast  upon  us,  “of  being  a na- 
tion of  drunkards”  And  unless  some  means  are 
speedily  adopted  to  check  the  contagious  evil,  we 
shall  too  soon  merit  the  imputation  of  what  we  may 
yet  hope  is  a calumny. 

Lanmster,  Avgust  6th. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Arks  and  Rafts  whldi 
were  observed  to  pass  by  the  Blue  Rock*  dow'n  the 
river  Susquehanna,  this  season,  viz: 


Arks 

343 

Rafts 

989 

Total 

1332 

Making  a grand  total  of  1332,  from  the  first  ot 
April  1817,  to  the  5th  of  July  1817.  All  that  pas- 
-sed  previous  to  the  first  of  April,  are  not  taken  ac- 
,coimt  of.  Five  Arks,  and  ten  or  twelve  Rafts  pas- 
sed by  since  the  above  was  drawn  off 

We  have  no  doubt  of  the  general  accuracy  of 
the  abave  statement,  and  feel  tliankful  to  the  gen- 
tleman W'ho  communicated  it. 

* The  Blue  Rock  is  about  three  miles  below  Co- 
lu^^bIa. 
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Freshets.  From  the  east,  north  and  south  we  have 
' distressing  accounts  of  freshets.  Cape  tear  river, 

North  Carolina,  rose  50  feet,  in  18  hours,  and  70 
feet  in  two  days.  . , , . 

’ Mr.  Russell,  our  minister  to  Sweden,  with  his 
family,  sailed  from  Boston  on  Thursday  last,  in  the 
ship  Persia,  for  Amsterdam.  Mr.  Echvard  IVier, 
American  Consul  at  Hamburg,  is  also  a passenger 
in  the  Persia.  ^ 

The  governor  of  New  York  has  issued  his  pro- 
clamation to  enforce  the  act  to  provide  against  the 
introduction  of  infectious  diseases,  in  respect  to' 
the  arrival  of  persons  from  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah; who  are  not  permitted  to  enter  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  in  less  than  twenty  days  ah- 
sence  from  those  places. 

Episcopal  Clergy— The  following  is  given  in  the 
Christian  Messenger,  as  a correct  statement  of  the 
Fpiscopal  Clergy  in  the  different  states  of  the 
Union.  In  New-Hampshire  4;  Massachusetts  13; 
Vermont  4;  Connecticut  35;  New-York  67;  New- 
.Tersey  11;  Pennsylvania  25;  Delaware  3;  Maryland 
*36;  Virginia  33;  North  Carolina  3;  South  Carolina 
ir!— Total  225. 

Emigration.  The  two  weeks  ending  yesterday 
gave  us  accounts  of  the  arrival  of  21  vessels,  with 
Kim  igrants  from  E u r op  e— vi  z . 

Fiom  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  557 

Holland,  Germans  and  Swiss  365 

France  25 

947 

jOf  these  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  reached 
the  United  States  via  Hal  fax,  though  great  iiuluce- 
ments  are  held  out  to  settlers  there.  As  tor  in- 
stance, a Dutch  ship  which  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
put  into  that  port  for  provisions,  when  the  govern- 
or  offered  to  the  passengers  10,000  acres  of  land, 
gratis,  in  fee  simple,  and  farming  utensils,  if  they 
would  stay  there;  but  they  refused  it.  Many  set- 
tiers,  as  they  are  called,  arrive  in  Canada,  from 
whence  hundreds  of  them  pass  up  the  river,  &c. 
and  cross  into  New  York  and  Ohio.  It  seems  to 
be  discovered  that  it  is  more  convenient  to  reach 
our  country  through  the  British  colonies  than  to 
come  on  direct.  Facilities  are  afforded  for  the 
fprmer  which  are  denied  to  the  latter. 

Washington,  August,  28th. 

An  unusual  number  of  our  most  esteemed  offi- 
cers have  been  lately  drawn  to  this  city,  and  are 
now  here,  on  public  business.  Amongst  them,  we 
observe,  of  the  army.  Col.  Lawrence;  and  of  the 
navy.  Captains  Stewart,  .Tones,  Sinclair,  Warring- 
ton, Angus,  Elliot,  Henley,  Ballard,  Carter  and 
Kennedy.  # 

We  understand  that  the  Navy  Court  Martial, 
which  was  convened  in  this  city,  for  the  trial  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Wharton,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  on  cer- 
tain charges  exhibited  against  him  by  Major  Hen- 
derson, of  that  corps,  has  determined  that  it  has 
not  the  proper  jurisdiction;  and  that,  on  applica- 
tion from  the  Navy  Department,  a court  has  been 
detailed  from  the  army,  to  meet  in  this  city  on  the 
10th  of  September  next. 

LAW  CASE — Richmond  Aug.  22 — A case  of  some 
interest  has  been  started  under  a law  of  Virginia, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  l^ited  States.  An  act 
of  assembly  forbids  the  free  people  of  color  from 
other  states  settling  in  this  state,  and  points  out 
the  method  by  which  an  intruder  may  be  removed. 
Some  persons  of  this  description,  who  had  settled 
'In  Matthewsi  were  about  to  be  removed  under  the 


provisions  of  this  statuie;  when,  on  advice  of  an  at* 
torney  at  law,  a petition  was  laid  before  a circuli 
court  judge,  praying  for  a writ  of  habeas  coi-pus, 
upon  this  greund — that  the  petitioner  was  a citizen 
of  the  state  of  Illiode  Island,  had  been  enrolled  in 
her  militia,  8cc.  and  tliat  by  the  2d  sec.  4^0  art. 
constitution  of  the  United  States  “The  citizens  of 
each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states  ;® 
which,  it  was  contended,  was  a sufficient  guarantee 
of  the  right  of  the  citizen  of  one  state  to  move  in- 
to and  settle  in  another;  of  course,  that  the  sta- 
tute of  Virginia,  was  unconstitutional.  The  habeas 
corpus  was  awarded,  returnable  to  the  next  circuit 
court  of  Matthews  county;  when,  of  course  this 
question  will  be  discussed.  'Phe  provision  in-  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  inter- 
preted : for  several  state  laws  have  been  impeach- 
ed, (lately  one  from  the  state  of  Louisiana,)  as  con- 
travening t’lis  very  provision. 

Milledgeville,  Aug.  5 — The  Indians  have  agreed 
to  cede  to  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  Georgia 
(if  the  compensation  offered  be  accep  .able,)  the 
tract  of  land  lying  between  the  Ocmulgee  river  and 
the  line  run  under  Jackson’s  treaty,  and  east  of  a 
creek  emptying  into  said  river,  called  by  the  Indi- 
ans Al-cas-ac-alike  ee,  beginning  al  the  mouth  of 
said  creek  and  running  up  Die  same  by  the  m'4- 
southern  branch  to  tV;e  he^.d  thereof,  and  thence 
a line  due  south  to  the  line  of  J;'.ck son’s  treaty.  'Phis 
creek  it  is  understood  fulls  into  the  Ocmiitgee  be- 
tween Harlford  and  Blacksi'ear’s  road,  le.ading  to 
Traders-Hill  on  St.  M iry’s. — The  tract  of  country 
that  will  be  acquired  by  this  cession  is  about  60 
miles  in  length,  and  fi  om  12  to  15  wide,  bordering 
on  the  Oakmulgee  and  Altamuba  rivers. 

Sales  of  Alabama  lands — The  public  laiid.s  now 
selling  here  have  brought,  so  far  good  prices.  Prime 
river  low  ground  averages  from  40  to  50  dollars. 
A fraction  of  170  acres,  part  of  tiie  Big  Bend  of  tlie 
Alabama,  sold  as  high  as  seventy  dollars  the  acre. 
Other  parcels  adjoining  were  bid  off  above  40  dol- 
lars and  50.  A large  fraction  containing  several 
hundred  acres  of  liigh  land,  on  the  Ten  mile  Bluff 
which  lies  opposite  the  Big  Bend,  and  is  said  to  be 
an  excellent  site  fur  a town,  sold  for  50  dollars  an 
acre.  In  that  township  (no.  16  in  range  17)  purcha- 
sers it  is  believed  were  found  for  every  section. 

Those  best  acquainted  with  the  choice  Alabama 
low-grounds,  assert,  that  its  fertili'y  is  inexhausti- 
ble, and  that  it  will  produse  for  almost  an  indefinite 
term  of  years,  in  constant  cultivation,  100  bushels 
to  the  acre ! This  assertion  is  repeated  by  so  many 
respectable  persons  who  know  the  land,  that  great 
as  the  product  may  appear,  we  cannot  suppose  there 
is  any  exaggeration. 

Banks  of  -Hampshire. — From  the  returns  (sf 

the  state  of  the  banks  in  the  state^of  New-Hamp- 
shire, made  in  May  last,  it  appears  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  ten  banks  is 
999,356  dollars;  the  amount  of  bills  in  circulation 
and  deposites  was  ^867, 101;  the  specie  on  hand 
was  1^272,451,  including  82,525,  belonging  to  the 
Coos  and  Cheshire  banks,  deposited  in  Boston;  the 
amount  of  debts  due  the  banks  is  1,403,561  dollars; 
the  amount  of  bills  of  other  banks,  on  hand,  about 

160.000  dollars;  and  the  amount  of  real  estate  about 

40.000  dollars. 

O^j^Our  readers  will  hardly  complain  of  a want  of 
variety  in  the  present  number.  Accidental  circums- 
stances  compelled  us  to  resort  to  matter  in  type 
(often  postponed,)  to  make  out  the  paper  in  seasdru 
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(Xj^The  terms  of  the  Weekly  Register  are  five 
dollars  per  annum,  payable  in  advance,  by  every 
Subscriber. 

Notice  that  a payment  is  expected,  will  hereafter 
be  given  by  the  use  of  a slip  of  Olne  paper,  (instead  of 
white,  as  customary,)  for  the  direction  of  the  Regis- 
ter to  individuals.  But  there  is  no  necessity  for  it 
at  present — as  every  subscriber  was  informed  of 
the  apparent  state  of  his  account,  on  the  9th  ult. 
— to  which  attention  is  respectfully  invited. 

Gentlemen  desirous  of  obtaining  the  General 
Index  and  volume  of  Revolutionary  speeches,  or 
either  of  them,  will  please  to  forward  the  cost  there- 
of, (3#  each)  with  their  advance  for  the  present 
year. 

The  Index  for  the  last  volume  will  be  sent  out 
with  the  next  number  of  the  Register. 

(Xj^The  editor  would  again  respectfully  caution 
gentlemen  as  to  the  receipt  of  paper  passing  for 
money.  Diuring  the  present  week  he  has  been  com- 
Jjelled  to  return  counterfeits,  and  paper  of  the  bank 
of  Somerset y Md.  and  Merchants*  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, to  the  amount  of  ^100.  The  last  “shut  up 
shop”  a long  while  ago,  and  the  other  is  about  30 
per  cent.  dis.  Indeed,  there  are  no  purchasers  at 
tliat  rate,  that  he  could  bear  of.  The  editor  is  con- 
tent to  receive  the  best  bills  circulating  at  the  resi- 
dence of  subscribers.  The  ruinous  multiplication 
of  banks  has  opened  a door  to  frauds  unparalleled. 

OXj^The  present  is  a very  proper  and  convenient 
period  for  new  subscribers  to  commence,  as  we 
have  just  entered'  upon  a new  series — which  will 
give  them  a complete  wurk  so  long  as  they  please  to 
receive  it:  and  the  editor  respectfully  solicits  his 
friends  to  take  a step  out  of  their  way  to  serve  him, 
on  this  occasion. 

The  complete  files  are  going  off  very  rapidly; 
they  niuy  yet  be  had  on  the  following  terms: 

For  6 years,  or  12  vols.  to  Sept.  1817,  ^30 

The  extra  suppleu.eius  to  vols.  5, 7,  8 &,  9.  4 

If  desired  bound 34 

Binding  12  vols.  at  87^  cents,  10  50 


^44  50 

The  sheets  of  this  work  are  folded,  gathered,  and 
collated,  and  may  be  sent,  unbound,  lo  any  par’ 
of  the  United  States  by  mail,  at  1^  cents  per  sheet; 
which,  for  the  whole  12  vols.  costs  only  about 
But  they  will  he  sent  bound,  or  in  sheets,  to  many 
of  the  sea-por:s  of  the  United  States,  free  of  cost 
to  the  purchaser,  as  directed,  the  price  therefor 
being  paid.  The  work  is  disposed  of  only  for  cash 

The  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register  has  been 
ch.arged  by  some,  to  whom  it  seemed  easier  to  fi.' J 
fault  with  hi.s  way  of  expressing  himself  than  to  con 
trovert  his  opinions,  as  being  vain  and  full  of  self- 
confidence —such  persons  do  not  know  him,  .r 
he,  after  “iieaving  the  lead  of  self-examination,” 
does  not  know  himself:  but,  really%  the  events  ofj 
the  week  are  enough  to  make  him  feel  proud — thCj 
kind,  affectionate  and  generous  manner  in  which 
many  gentlemen  of  the  highest  standing  have  al-\ 
Voi.  XIII. 2. 


ready  come  forward  to  support  him  in  the  new  ar- 
rangement as  to  the  terms  of  this  paper,  has  deeply 
affected  him,  and  made  him  firmly'  resolve  to  in- 
crease his  diligence,  if  it  be  possible,  to  make  this, 
as  a NATIONAL  WORK,  more  worthy  of  the  public 
patronage.  And  this  he  can  say,  without  sayinganv 
more  than  he  feels  confident  of  performing,  that 
if  the  arrangement  is  generally  supported,  he  will 
be  enabled  to  devote,  at  least,  one  third  more  of 
time  to  his  proper  business  as  editor,  than  hereto- 
fore. He  has  also  to  thank  many  that  have  acted 
as  agents,  for  a determination  manifested  to  make 
an  immediate  close  and  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts; which,  being  small  in  themselves,  they  have 
not  considered  the  importance  ofjin  tlieir  ai^regate 
In  these  little  things  the  remark  of  Mr.  JeffersoUy  in 
a letter  lothe  editor,  has  much  point. — “Thegood 
rule,”  says  he  “is  never  to  put  off  till  to-movrow 
what  you  can  do  to-day;  but  the  practice  too  of.'  en 
is,  to  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  might  do  to- 
day.” Nothing  is  so  apt  to  be  left  undone  as  tha^ 
which  a person  can  do  at  any  time. 


Ancestry  and  Heraldry. 

Laying  my  hand  upon  a volume  of  biography 
the  other  day,  the  first  words  1 noticed  were, 
“/le  was  descended  from  an  anciejit 
Really,  this  is  what  might  vulgarly  be  called 
“pedlar’s  news.”  From  the  time  of  Jidam  un- 
til the  present  day,  we  have  iiot  heard  of  any, 
save  One,  that  came  into  this  world  without  a 
mortal  fatlier  and  mother;  every  man 

must  be  of  an  ^Hincienf  familf* — this  is"  a spe- 
cies oi  nobility  commou  to  the  chimney-sweep- 
er and  tiie  kmg,  and  as  much  belongs  to  one- 
as  to  the  other.  1 ?iere  is  some  use  in  sayim’^ 
“he  was  descended  irom  honest  parents  ” for 
it  prepares  a hope  that  the  person  spoken  of 
may  be  honest  himself,  through  the  force  of  ex- 
ample and  by  education.  I'lie  word  “ancient” 
conveys  no  distinct  idea — I saw  a pig  tliis 
morning  who,  if  he  could  have  spoken,  might 
have  boasted  that  his  ancestors  inhabited  the 
garden  of  Eden;  which,  1 am  told,  is  ag  far  as 
the  most  of  the  genealogies  go! 

Then  again  vve  have — “he  was  descended 
fi  om  a noble  family.”  This  gives  us  an  uiea; 
and  we  expect  to  find  a weak  and  imbecile 

creature,  or  a wicked  and  dep  aved  man. 

Titles  have  sometimes  been  conferred  fo;  «>•  eat 
and  good  actions;  but  ninety -times  in  a.rilmn- 
d^  ed  ai  e the  result  of  accident,  or  bestowed  for 

deeds  v/octhy  of  exaltation  in  another  way. 

Thehisto  y of  the  nobility  of  every  country,, 
justifies  this  rema  k.  Catharine.,  of  Russia, 
made  princes  of  her  male  prostitutes,  thou^li 
they  were  the  meanest  of  mankind;  and  so  it 
has  been  every  where  else.  In  England,  per- 
haps, there  sire  as  many  g;reat  tte 
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nobility  as  in  any  other  country — but,  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  all,  tiiat  the  house  of  loids — “the 
hospital  of  incurables,'’  has  less  of  talent,  and 
less  of  hbnor  and  integrity,  than  any  other  le- 
gislative body  in  the  world.  And  we  may 
fui  tlier  observe  of  this  body,  that,  v/ith  a very 
few  exceptions,  pediaps  not  mot  e than  five  or 
six,  if  so  many,  it  is  only  the  nevly-inade 
lo  ds — tlie  creatu'  es  of  yesterday,  that  exhibit 
any  talents  at  all.  The  fact  is — that  th.c  no- 
biiitA^,  so  called,  of  every  country,  are  a aVge- 
mvuted  race.  And  tins  is  the  result  of  a very 
natural  cause—  they  put  their  rank  in . society 
in  the  place  ot  endeavoi  s to  deserve  distinc- 
tion. 

A custom  is  growing  up  in  the  United  States 
that  1 regret  to  observe  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  president  Monroe.  1 am  perfectly  aware 
of  my  want  of  weight  of  character  to  oppose 
any  thing  supported  by  such  a man  as  he  is,  his 
pel sonal  influence  being  sUperadded  to  that  of 
hi/  dignified  offlee,  and  that  I may  subject  iny- 
s.c'.if  to  ] idicule  for  attempting  it.  But  this  is  of 
no  consideration, if  I feel  that  I am  right  in  wliat 
1 have  to  say.  1 have  lately  observed,  “gicat 
effects  may  flow  from  little  causes” — and  1 be- 
lieve it  is  a fact  yet  susceptible  of  p;  oof,  that 
the  independenae  of  the  United  States  was 
u St  seriously  projected  at  an  accidental  meet- 
ing, over  a bowl  of  punch.  1 allude  to  the 
inti  oduction  of  coats  of  arms,  on  can  iages, 
plate,  dishes,  cups,  &c.  Every  body  knows 
that  any  one  that  will  pay  for  it  can  get  a coat 
of  arms  at  the  herald’s  oflice  in  London; — the 
price  of  this  ^flionorable  distinction”  is  some- 
where from  two  to  five  guineas,  according  to 
the  finish  desired.  I know  a person  that 
once  was  an  oysterman,  in  the  Delaware  bay, 
now  ricli,  who  hashis  coat  of  arms — the  het  aid 
has  properly  given  him  a sail  for  his  crest,  as 
lie  since  was  a captain  of  a merchant  vessel. 
The  original  of  my  name  was  JWe — the  shas 
been  added  to  it  within  the  last  hundred  years; 
the  person  who  first  bore  it  probably  had  visited 
Egypt,  and  I am  very  certain,  that  if  I were  to 
apply  for  arms  of  iny  family,  1 should  find  a 
pyramid,  a crocodile,  or  a spliynx,  to  make  a 
a ]iart  of  U.  And  again,  evei  j one  of  the  same 
name  is  entitled  to  the  same  arms — at  a distance 
from  tlie  ‘legitimate”  possessor,  if  they  are  ge- 
nuine. Ill  the  highlands  of  Scotland  ai-e  many 
thousand  men  of  the  name  of  Campbell — whole 
regiments  of  that  name,  (and  of  the  McGre- 
gors, tkc.)  liave  been  in  the  British  sej  vice  at 
a time.  Every  one  of  these,  in  the  United 
ted  States,  might  assume  the  at  ms  and  claim  a 
kindred  with  the  duke  of  Jirgyle,  &c.  and  pos- 
sibly prove  themselves  of  royal  bloodi  So  the 
might  at  once  seize  upon  those  of  the 
Scottish  line  of  kings.  I never  see  one  of  these 
things  without  recollecting  Freneau^s  laugha- 
ble poem  about  a quarrel  for  precedence  in 
dancing,  between  two  young  ladies  at  a ball,  in 
a certain  st^te*  The  dispute  was  sharp,  and  a 


tmmuittee  was  ap])olnted  to  settle  it.  The 
parties  prefen  ed  their  claims:  one  told  of  the 
wealth  of  her  pa,  and  tlie  other 

“for  cor, sins, 

“Counted  congressmen  by  clrzens."’ 

Wlien  they  retired,  ilie  refei  i ecs  after  scriou? 
enquiries, came  into  the  room  and  made  a grave 
report 

‘•While  all  the  wondu-ing  n;isse;  erXd  out ‘‘goodiei!  ’ 

“That  Mimmetfs  grandtathcr  had  beeu  traiitporicd  iix  wccl»3 
bi  t'ore  Mis!>  JiitIt/jiJ" 

/^nd,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  noblest  fami- 
lies in  -iirope  weie  as  closely  searched  into, 
we  should  find  among  them  murder  ers,  assas- 
sins and  robbers  enough  to  have  consigned  their 
race  to  infamy  to  the  end  of  time,  if  the 
crimes  of  fathers  ought  to  be  visited  on  the 
heads  of  sons,  from  generation  to  generation. 

“All  honest  man’s  the  noblest  work  of  GOD,”— 

and  the  only  real  nobles  tliat  there  are,  are 
the  honest  men.  ISow  is  Mi.  Monroe — one 
of  God’s  owm  nobleman,  beloved  by  a great  na- 
tion of  fi  eemen,  elevated  to  the  most  dignified 
oflice  in  the  world,  and  every  w'here  r eceiving 
the  homage  of  the  heart,  due  to  his  private  vir- 
tues and  public  services,  to  obtain  lustre  from' 
a thing,  which  (though  it  may  really  belong  to 
his  family-name)  any  one,  the  greatest  vil- 
lains as  w^ell  as  the  best  of  men,  may  buy  the 
like  of,  for  a couple  of  guineas,  at  the  whole- 
sale  ivare-house  in  London.  It  is  “dog  cheap” 
— too  clieap  to  have  any  value;  and  is  not  fitted 
to  the  genius  of  our  country  or  its  institutions; 
— which  disavow'  it. 


Agricultural  Statistics. 

It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  crops  of 
grain,  grass  and  other  vegetables,  for  the  use  of 
man  and  beast,  have  been,  and  promise  to  be, 
exceedingly  abundant  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  present  year.  Honored 
with  the  transient  company  of  gentlemen  from 
many  sections  of  the  union,  who  are  polite 
enough  to  answ^er  the  many  quei  ies  that  I com- 
monly put  to  them,  as  to  the  state  of  agricul- 
ture, manufactures,  &c.  in  their  several  neigh- 
borhoods— a belief  seems  justified  tliat  the  pre- 
sent year’s  crop  of  vegetable  food,  “take  it  all 
in  all,”  may  be  considered  as  about  one-third 
greatei’  than  a general  average.^  Some  intelli- 
gent and  observing  men  have  given  an  opinion 
that  (from  the  larger  quantity  of  land  cultivat- 
ed and  fi  om  its  common  productiveness)  the 
excess  may  amount  to  anindf  more  than  usuaL 
But  let  us  suppose  it  third;  and,  by  the  help 
of  a few  figures,  attempt  to  bring  out  something' 
to  interest  and  amuse  tiie  curious  enquirer. 

The  present  population  of  the  United  States 
I have  assumed  at  rather  more  than  nine  mil- 
lions; and  have  ventured  the  opinion,  founded 
on  the  result  of  my  own  experience  and  consi- 

*Whether  it  is  so  or  noi,  does  not  afi'ect  the  de- 
sign of  this  essay. 
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lierable  enquiry,  that  each  person,  one  with 
another,  consuiues  or  wastes,  1/L  of  vegetable, 
and  lib.  of  animal  food,  per  dap. 

vkget  ablt:  ror-n.  lbs. 

^.000, 000  at  1/5.  per  day,  <br  365  days  3285,000,000 
drain  for  the  support  of  ouriiorsea — 

90  mllnv^ns  of  bushels,  at  411b.  j3650,000,000 

drain  consunied  in  the  distilleries  and 
breweries — 16  millions  of  bushels, 
at  50  5s.  800,000,000 

Lraln,  tiour,  and  other  vegetable  Lod 
exported,  er/iicl  to  about  1,500,000 
barrels  of  flour,  294,000,000 


Jtnnuo.1  consumption  and  export  /5s. 8029,000,000 
The  grain  used  bv  ordinals  reared  for  our  own 
food,  not  estimated,  being  incfu'ded  in  the  follow- 
ing: 

AKiMai.  roon. 

9,000,000  at  |/5.  per  day,  for  365  days  2463,000,000 
Jieef  and  pork  in  barrels,  liams,  butter, 
cheese,  lard,  live  cattle,  slicep  and 
hogs,  exported,  equal  to  about  f 10,000,000 

^4/3,000,000 

1)  d'set — for  fish  consumed  (e.stimat- 
ed  in  the  aggregate  of  annual  food) 
at  2 per  cent.  49,000,000 

Annual  consumption  and  export  /5s.2424,0l 0,000 

These  amounts  are  so  enormous  as  to  make 
us  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  facts  assumed.  But 
when  we  ejcamiue  them  carefully  the  doubt 
seems  removed;  by  “vegetable  food”  we  mean 
all  vegetable  products  consumed  or  used  by 
the  people,  in  any  way  whatsoever;  and  in  the 
“animal  food”  is  included  butter,  chee.se,  lard, 
tallowy  &c.  and  perhaps,  we  ought  to  add  milk, 
as  well  as  alf  sorts  of  flesh,  Consumed  or  used, 
as  above.  'Fhese  products  of  animals  as  fairly 
come  into  the  calculation,  as  the  food  that  they 
themselves  aftbrd  us  in  meats, 

Nov/,  admitteii^  that  the  crops  of  vegetaUe 
j^ood,  for  man  and  beast,  are  one-third  greater 
m the  pi'esent  year  than  the  general  average  of 
our  country,  we  shall  have  raised  10,310  mil- 
lions of  lbs.  of  grain,  potatoes,  &c.  &c.  to  feed 
man  and  supply  him  with  drinks,  and  support 
his  horses,  independent  of  the  grass  or  hay  con- 
sumed by  the  last.  But,  as  1 incline  to  the  be- 
lief that  "the  alk)wance  of  grain  for  our  horses  is 
too  large,  for  the  sake  of  round  numbers,  I shall 
suppose  the  aggregate  to  be  only  9000  millions. 
And,  at  the  same  ratio,  we  have  the  capacity  U) 
feed  as  many  horned  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs, 
and  other  animals  used  for  our  meats,  as  might 
aftbrd  us  3235  millions  of  pounds  of  flesh. 

If  these  propositions  are  admitted,  we  have 
the  following  results: 


f2, 000, 000  horses,  at  Slbs.  per  day,  average.  I sus- 
pect this  is  too  gi’eat  an  allowance.  A deda^jlion 
is  made  hereafter. 

?This  small  amount  will  surprise  many— but  1 
bcii.eve  it  is  more  thafi  we  have  exported.  " 


Vi  UKTABLE  rooo. 

Regular  annr..'il  con.sumj)iioi. — ibs. 

For  the  foodot  tlie  people,  3285,000.000 

'Ko  supplylli“m  wit!i  ilrink.s,  800,000, UUO 

Grain  tbr  theii’  l)Orses,  o/xcr  the  de- 
duction '.ibjxe,  2340/  00,000 

6425, UoU, 000 

Add — for  iucresse  of  nonulatibn,  5 p ;r 

cent.  ‘ ' 321,000,009 

extr;i  use  and  waste  from  super- 
abundance, die  same,  321,000,000 

For  domestic  supply.  1817  8,  <’5^.7  .67;0tk),000 

Leuvingto  us  2000  millions  of  lbs.  of  vep'eta-* 
ble  food  for  export,  or  a surplus  of  that  amount, 
instead  of  30Q  millions,  the  accustomed  excess.* 
And  the  siirphis  would  bear  a proportion  to  the 
CAmsumption  as  2 is  to  9.  in  coimuou  years  it 
stands  as  3 is  to  75  a 80. 

AN  MA  . xO01>.  Ibc. 

Regular  annual  coi\sumption,  (except 

fis:.)  ^ ^ 2^i24,0GO,00O- 

-Vdd— for  i!ici  ea?e  of  population,  5 per 

cent.  125,000,062 

extra  use  and  wasle,  from  super- 
abundance, 10  per  cent.  ^40, 000, 000 

For  domestic  supply.  1817  8,  lbs.2734  OOO.OOv 

Leaving  as  for  ex'iwrt,  a surplus  of  458  mil- 
lions  of  pounds,  instead  of  the  usual  su.  plus  of 
ten;  which,  if  it  were  in  beef  and  pork,  would 
give  us  upwards  of  two  millions  of  barrels!- — 
This  surplus  w^oiild  bear  a proporiion  to  the 
coizsurdptiGii  of  about  as  2 is  to  15 — ^in  Cjoinmou 
years  it  is  as  1 is  to  240*  But  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  this  supposed  cupacitj  to  rear 
animals  for  the  food  of  men  would  be  applied 
for  tliat  purpose  to  such  an  extent;  indeed,  it, 
could  not  be  done  in  one  year,  if  the  people 
were  ever  so  much  disposed  to  it.  A grea': 
deal  of  the  capacity  to  feed  them  must  pass  in-* 
t6  the  common  mass  of  commodities  that  men 
subsist  upon;  and  the  surplus  of  vegetables, 
for  export  or  distillation,  wmuld  be  increased  5 
of  course* 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  such  is 
their  happy  condition,  are  more  sensibly  al- 
feebed  by  a year  of  plenty  tlian  by  a year  (,f 
scarcity;  the  reverse  of  whatever  exists  ever  / 
where  else.  The  cause  of  this  is  very  simple 
and  conclusive,  to  my  own  mind. — Ninc-^ 
teen  tv/entieths  of  the  population,  at  least,  ami 
perhaps  a greater  proportion,  are  accustomed, 
to  eat  as  much  as  tliey  can  rather  tlian  a.s  mucii 
as  thev  wiint.  If  they  wmuld  only  eat  as  mucii 
as  their  appetite  recuiires,  or  exert  a little  more 
wonom}’’  and  frugality  in  tlkeir  household,  a rc 
trenchmeut  may  be  instantly  eftected  that 
wmiild  cause  any  scarcity  tliat  v/e  have  felt  to 
pass  over  lightly.  The  truth  is,  we  generally 
live  \evy  axtj'avagantly;  and,  as  no  man  “cVii' 



lliis  “ac.customed  excess”  should  Le  e.sii- 
(Tialed  as  of  a greater  amount,  because  It  is  chicHv 
composed  of  the  product  oi' 'iAneaj:,'  the  mo’»t  vain,* 
ible  vegetable  footk 
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do  more  than  he  can,^'’  if  wheat  were  at  one 
cent  per  bushel,  the  portion  that  would  eat  more 
of  it  than  tliey  now  do,  is  not  very  considerable: 
more  would  be  wasted^  but  much  more  would 
not  be  Consumed.  1 speak  comparatively. 

\\  ithout  any  tenacity  in  my  opinion,  as  to 
t1ic  extra  amount  of  the  present  crops  above 
the  common  average,  it  may, at  least,be  agreed, 
diat  tliere  is  a large  surplus  quantity  YS"e  see 
that  our  usual  exports  of  veii;etable  food  have 
stood  only  as  3 to  75  a 80  of  tlie  amount  raised, 
and  of  animal  food  as  1 to  240.  Now,  although 
foreign  commerce,  according  to  the  facts  here 
developed,  seems  so  unimportant,  it  is  the 
hinge  on  which  the  price  of  the  whole  chiefly 
turns.  As,  for  an  instance- — if  it  w^ere  an  ac- 
cepted fact  among  the  butchers  who  supply 
market,  that  the}^  had  a teiithpart. 
only,  more  meat  than  the  people  are  accustom- 
ed to  consume-— and  which,  from  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  or  other  cause,  they  could  not 
lay  by  for  another  day; — tliia  excess  tenth 
might  easily  reduce  the  value  of  the  whole 
stock  a fourth^  to  induce  the  people  to  pur- 
ciiasc  more  than  they  intended:  tor  there  is 
notliing  so  grievous  to  a person  as  to  see  the 
commodity  that  he  has  to  sell  perishing  on  his 
hands,  without  use  to  any  one.  Hence,  any 
surplus  has  elfect  to  reduce  the  value  of  a 
tdhole.,  more  than  the  whole  value  of  that  sur- 
plus itself  might  be — simply  because  ^^enough 
is  enonghfl^  and  some  must  sacrifice  their 
goods  if  they  cannot  get  a fair  price  from  them, 
which  compels  others  to  reduce  tlieir  prices 
also, . to  retain  their  customers.  I am  very  far 
from  wishing  misery  to  Europe  that  we  might 
profit  by  it — ^butif  it  had  so  happened  that  the 
present,  as  well  as  the  last  year  had  been  a 
year  of  scarcity,  how  vast  might  have  been  our 
export,  and  how  grea  t our  profit!  If  flour  in 
England  would  maintain  its  present  price, 
(say  IIS  per  barrel, J it  would  do  very  well; 
but  this  cannot  be  expected — it  will  fall  much 
lower:  not  on  account  of  the  quantity  that  we 
could  supply  her  witii,  but  by  reason  of  her  own 
good  harvests.  Of  the  crop  of  last  year  we  ex- 
ported, perhaps,  500,000  hbls.  to  Great  Britain 
siKWreland — as,  froTn  the  1st  of  January  last  to 
he  7th  of  July,  thera  w^ere  320,829  barrels  re- 
f 'ivcd  at  Liverpool . Forthe  sake  of  round  num- 
bers, w'e  may  consider  this  quantity  as  equal  to 
1 00,000,000  lbs. — ^and,  enormous  as  it  appears, 
it  would  feed  the  people  of  England,  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  only  about  ten  days,  allowing 
to  each  person  no  move  then  half  a pound 
of  flour  per  day.  Yet,  by  the  same  sort  of 
operation  as  in  the  case  of  a surplus  at  home, 
the  want  of  this  supply  from  abroad,  might 
have  ra»ised  the  price  of  the  commodity  much 
higher  than  it  was. 

1 am  well  aware  that  a great  part  of  this  es- 
say is  matter  of  mere  speculation — to  amuse 
rather  than  instruct  any  one.  But  it  may  serve 
to  shew^  us — 1st,  the  extent  and  importance  of 


thelume  market;  and  2ndly,  the  worth  of 
an  extra,  or  foreign  demand,  to  iix  the  value 
in  that  market.  'Flius — admitting  that  the 

crops  are  really  greater  by  one  third,  as  has 
been  supposed,  w^e  shall  raise  vegetable  food  to 
the  amount  of  9000  millions,  and  possess  a ca- 
pacity to  feed  animals  to  supply  us  w ith  3232 
millions  of  lbs.  of  meat.  The  surplus, ot  the 
former  is  about  2000,  and  of  the  latter,  458 
millions  of  pounds.  For  the  sake  of  easier 
calculation,  and  more  clearness  in  the  state- 
ment, let  us  consider  these  two  as  one  and 
add  them  together,  and  the  whole  product  of 
vegetable  and  animal  food  wall  be  12,232  mil- 
lions; the  united  surplus  2458  millions;  being 
a general  suiplus  of  one-fifth. 

Again,  to  illustrate  the  matter,  let  us  admit 
that  2)00lbs.  of  this  foixl,  (wliich  includes  all 
sorts  of  grain,  roots,  pulse  and  meats, J is  equal 
to  a barrel  of  flour,  (and  it  may  be  so  esteem- 
ed,) the  entire  product  will  be  equivalent  to 
about  41  millions  of  barrels,  8 of  wliich  w^e  shall 
have  to  spare. 

If  there  is  a.  foreign  demand  for  these  eight 
millions,  so  as  to  keep  the  price  of  flour  in  the 
United  States  at  j/10,  fhr  an  average,  the 
gross  amount  of  value  produced  would  be 
equal  to  410  millions  of  dollars.  But  if, 
through  the  w^'ant  of  such  an  extra  demand,  the 
surplus  throwU  into  the  market  should  reduce 
it  only  to  per  barrel,  as  it  certainly  would 
do,  the  gross  amount  of  value  then  being  328 
millions,  exhibits  a difference  of  82  millions, 
equal  to  the  whole  value  of  the  said  surplus, 
at  its  highest  price.  This  “difteretice”  would 
not  be  lost  to  the  nited  States  by  the  want  of 
the  foreign  demand,  but  he  gained  by  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  if  such  demand  existed.  This 
distinction  grows  out  of  the  difterence  there 
is  between  the  price  of  a commodity  being 
raised  by  a foreign  demand,  or  as  consequent 
to  a dmnestic  deficiency.  The  first  may  b»  said 
to  cheapen  money,  by  the  life  and  acti^dty  that 
it  gives,  and  by  the  higher  prices  paid  for  labors 
the  best  standard  of  value; — in  the  other,  the 
operation  is  directly  the  reverse,  and  every 
thing  drags  on  heavily.  v 

There  appears  to  me  to  be  some  novelty  and, 
perhaps,  some  use  in  the  preceeding  remarks, 
if  I have  succeeded  in  making  my  views  of 
their  subjects  intelligible  to  the  reaaer. 


Harmony,  Indiana. 

“The  wilderness  shall  blossom  as  the  rose.” 

In  the  6th  vol.  of  the  Weekly  Register, 
page  208,  there  is  some  account  of  the  settle- 
ment at  Pen.  by  Mr.  Rapp  and  his 

associates,  exhibiting  the  fruits  of  the  perse- 
verance and  industry  of  the  Harmony  socie- 
ty. The  land  held  by  them  in  Pennsylvania, 
from  the  increase  of  their  numbers,  being  too 
small  for  them,  they  purchased  a large  and 
beautiful  tract  on  the  .Wabash,  in  the  new  state 
of  Indiana,  and  removed  to  it  just  about  three 
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ysars  a^o.  It  was  tlieii  in  a state  of  nature 
'S^hey  already  have  many  gQod  houses,  large 
work  shops  and  extensive  barns — one  of  them, 
^ 00  feet  by  45,  another  200  feet  long  and  45 
wide^  a steam  mill,  driving  two  pairs  of  stones; 
a very  large  brick  house  in  the  sliape  of  an  L, 
for  Mr.  Rapp,  with  an  excellent  and  highly  or- 
namented garden,  inferior,  to  few  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  they  have  1500  merino  sheep,  whose 
wool  they  manufacture  into  excellent  broad- 
cloths, with  a large  stock  of  cattle,  hogs,  &c. 
and  cany  on  almost  every  trade  and  manu- 
facture, as  well  for  their  own  use  as  to  make 
things  for  sale — among  them  are  tin-workers, 
shoemakers,  saddlers,  joiners,  carpenters,  hat- 
ters, stacking  and  other  weavers,  tanners, 
wheelwrights,  blacksmiths,  &c.  See.  They 
have  many  acres  planted  with  the  vine,  200 
in  wheat,  40  in  rye,  20  in  barley,  SO  in  oats, 
50  with  meadow  grass,  and  500  enclosed  in 
pasture  fields.  All  these  things  have  been 
done  in  three  years.  This  society  is  numerous; 
amounting,  we  believe  to  nearly  3Q0  families, 
who  have  all  things  in  common',  are  among  the 
most  industrious  and  economical  people  in  the 
world,  and  very  harmless  and  inofensive.  The 
first  bodj  of  them,  emigrating  from  Germany, 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  1803 — 4.  They 
then  consisted  of  160  families,  and  were  soon 
after  joined  by  90  families  more. 


Mr.  Wooller  and  the  Black  Dwarf. 

In  page  344  of  the  last  volume  of  the  Week- 
ly REGisTER,we  briefly  noticed  the  trials  of  Mr. 
Wooller,  editor  of  the  “Black  Dwarf,”  for  a 
pretended  libel  on  lord  Castlereagh.  We  have 
thought  it  due  to  a history  of  the  times  and  to 
their  own  peculiar  point  and  interest,  to  give 
them  a place,  at  length,  in  this  work,  as  inserted 
below, 

Mr.  Wooller  is  a very  extraordinary  man — i 
it  is  useless  to  say  to  those  who  read  his  trials 
that  he  has  a strong  mind  and  great  courage. 
The  Black  Dwarf  was  first  publislied  after 
Cobbett  left  England,  and  in  one  of  its  early 
numbers  that  distinguished  writer  is  severely 
lashed  for  abandoning  his  country  in  the  time 
and  manner  that  he  did.  There  is  a force  and 
energy,  fire  and  spirit,  in  Wooller^s  remarks, 
that  never  was  surpassed;  though  not  so  much 
of  argument,  as  there  might  be.  He  is  a printer 
by  profession,  and  composes  his  pieces  as  he 
places  the  types,  without  any  copy  before  liim. 
Of  the  first  number  of  the  “Black  Dwarf,”  400 
copies  were  sold— of  the  second  7000,  of  the 
subsequent  numbers,  12  or  13,000  weekly— and 
it  is  now  said  to  have  advanced  to  between  20 
and  30,000 1 — It  is  well  observed  of  him  that  ' 
he  has  attacked  corruption,  -“with  an  iron  pen  ’ 
and  brazen  front,  and  bearded  the  ministry  to  ^ 
their  very  face  on  his  trials.”  The  case  of  the  ! 
verdict  being  recorded  in  the  absence  of  part 
of  the  jury,  in  the  first  trial,  and  of  his  acquit-l  i 


tal  being  received  with  act '..nnations  in  the 
court,  are  new  things  to  a T!i!-  •'  of  the  pa  y 
wished  to  attach  the  followingto  their  verdict — 
“as  truth  is  declared  by  ike.  law  of  the  land  to 
he  a libel,  we  throe  are  rowpellod  to  find  the. 
defendant  guilfyd^  However,  they  cast  hipi 
into  the  king's  bench  prison,  from  whence  let- 
ters to  one  of  his  friends  in  the  United  States 
have  arrived,  by  which  he  does  not  appear  the 
least  intimidated,  saying  “that  when  he  threw 
down  tlie  gauntlet  to  the  enemi(‘s  of  freedom 
he  determined  to  stand  the  contest,  let  who 
would  take  it  up,”  tkc.  The  work  still  goes 
on,  with  increased  popularity. 

FROM  THE  LOXOO’J  COURTER  OF  JTJ!TE  6. 

Cotirt  of  Kinefs  Bench,  Guildhall,  Thursday,  June  5. 

Siltiti^s  after  term,  before  Mr.  Justice  Abbot,  and 

special  juries. 

LIBEL. 

The  king'  vs.  Thomas  Jonathan  Wooller. 

This  was  an  information  filed  against  the  deftn- 
dant  by  liis  majesty’s  attorney  general  for  a libel 
published  in  a work  called  The  Black  Divarf  i^' 
which  the  defendant  was  the  aiUhor.  Tlie  infnrm^i* 
tlon,  wliich  consisted  of  two  counts  charged,  first, 
that  the  defendant,  intending  to  excite  discontent 
and  disaffection  in  the  minds  of  the  subjects  of  our 
I lord  the  king,  had  published  a certain  scandalous  and 
malicious  libel,  reflecting  on  the  king’s  admihistraf 
tion  of  government;  and  ^1,  that,  intending  to  excite 
discontent  and  disaffection  in  the  minds  of  the  sub- 
jects of  our  lord  the  king  against  tlie  present  ad- 
ministration of  public  affiurs,  the  defendant  had 
published  another  scandalous  arid  malicious  libeb 
reflecting  on  the  character  of  lord  viscount  Castle- 
reagh, and  the  right  honorable  George  Canning. — 
The  libels,  which  will  be  stated  in  the  course  of  the 
trial,  were  set  forth  at  length  in  tlie  information. 

The  attorney  general,  in  stating  the  case,  observ- 
ed,  that  amongst  other  blessings  which  the  free  con- 
stitution of  England  gauranteed  to  the  people,  was 
the  liberty  of  the  press!  ! But  this,  like  other  bles- 
sings, might  be  abused— it  might  degenerate  into 
licentiousness — and,  therefore,  it  must  be  confined 
I within  certain  bounds  and  limits.  It  was  impossi- 
ble  for  any  man,  who  desired  the  real  welfare  of  so- 
ciety ,^if  he  had  an  honest  mind,  and  a correct  undo|- 
standing,  not  to  perceive,  that  without  bounds  and 
limits  were  assigned  to  it,  the  liberty  of  the  press 
would  degenerate  into  licentiousness,  and  would  at 
length  destroy  every  blessing  which  subjects  enjoy- 
ed under  this  or  any  other  constitution.  He  stated, 
this  boldly — it  was  his  firm  belief,  after  much  consi- ' 
deration  on  the  subject,  and  he  conceived  it  was  a 
principle  that  could  not  be  controverted.  VVhat  were 
the  proper  bounds  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  became' 
another  question— and  whether  those  bounds  had 
been  exceeded,  was  a subject  matter  of  inquiry  for 
the  jury,  under  the  direction  of  the  learned  .jiudge.^ 
To  discuss  fairly,  freely,  strongly  and  boldly,  the 
measures  that  had  been  taken  by  the  administration 
of  the  country,  or  which  that  administration  were 
pursuing,  was  an  exercise  of  the  liberty  of  the  press 
which  he  would  be  one  of  the  last  men  to  trench 
upon.  But  under  any  form  of  government,  whether 
monarchical,  democratic  or  any  other  description, 
to  impute  to  those  who  had  the  administration  of 
government,  wicked  and  corrupt  motives,  either  of 
a pecuniary  nature  or  of  anotlver  and  worse  .sort, 
namely,  that  of  corruption  which  originated  n a desire 
to  destroy  the  constitution  of  the  country— this,,  he 
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woulfl  stale,  v.’itliowt  liazurd  of  CQ^itnulicfion,  wms  a 
libel  aij^alnsl  the  gfivernn>ent  and  against  theminis- 
.+ers  ' tnplo\  ed  \u  ilnit  government.  Tliis  was  not  a 
ne-.v  doc  rine;  it  iiad  been  laid  down  by  the  most  en- 
lightened judges  that  evi?r  sat  in  that  co'^  rt,  it  a pe 
I’iol  too  "hen  the  constitution  was  supoo.’jcd  to 
Stand  on  its  fairest  and  firmes*  l>asis — he  meant  at 
the  tin>e  of  tlie  revolution.  U was  tlien  stated,  by 
chief  justice  Kolt,  that  “to  impute  corruption  to  the 
TT.inister.s  of  the  government  was  at  all  times,  and  is 
StU!  a C'ime — whicli  if  it  were  not  prevented,  must 
endanger  the  existence  of  any  state.’'  If  the  present 
publication  only  reasoned  on  the  general  sytem  of  go- 
vernment, Of  on  the  system  which  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  pursue  for  several  vcars,  in  prosecution  of 
tl'iC  War  will)  France,  he  would  have  overlooked  it. 
He  was  perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  if  a man  were 
fairly  and  conscientiously  discussingall  the  measures 
that  have  beat  resorted  to,  and  if  in  the  violence  of 
bis  argument,  he  went  a little  beyond  those  bounds 
which  the  law  set  up  for  the  liberty  of  the  press — 
an  excuse  njiglit  be  made  for  tke  warmth  of  his  feel- 
ings. IJe  was  one  of  those  men,  who,  in  such  c^se, 
would  not  dwell  on  those  aberrations  from  the  strict 
llr;e  of  argument;  he  woidd  not  in  consequence  of 
themi  charge  the  individual  with  inflammatory  and 
seditious  views.  But,  when  the  whole  sum  ancl 
substance  of  a statement,  cliarged  the  government 
of  the  country  with  corruption,  wjth  treachery,  with 
a determination,  persisted  in  for  years,  to  de.stray 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  it  was  no  longer  a fair 
argument  on  general  affairs,  it  oocame  a malicious 
fibel,  imputing  to  those  who  were  employed  in  car- 
rying into  effect  the  m.easures  of  the  government,  the 
most  wicked  and  impure  motives.  If  individuals 
had  a right  tq  do  this  to  any  administi*ation,  they 
had  a right  to  do  it  to  all.  If  they  had  a right  to  ; 
do  It  under  ope  form  of  government  they  had  a right  1 
' to  do  it  under  ail;  and,  therefore,  he  stated  it  as  a 
decided  principle,  that  it  was  impo.ssiblc  for  any 
government  to  exist  under  such  circumstances. — 
The  defendant,  in  the  libel  complained  of,  not  only 
accused  government  with  acting  corruptly,  iu  the 
administration  of  tl\e  domestic  affairs  of  this  coun- 
try, but  asserted  that  they  were  equally  corrupt, 
with  reference  to  the  gelations  they  had  formed  with 
foreign  states.  If,  speaking  of  tlie  jus;ice  or  wis- 
dom of  a war,  the  defendant  is  pleased  to  state,  as 
he  had  done,  that  the  king’s  ministers  had  entered 
it  for  the  sole  purpose  oi'  destroying  llte  liberties  of 
their  o\vp  country — Ifiie  declared,  From  first  to  last, 
t’uat  they  had  been  guilty  of  corruption  atid  treach- 
ery, was  not  this  bringing  them  into  hatred  and 
pontempt  among  the  king‘s  subjects?  was  not  tliis 
exciting  a spirit  of  disaffection  among  the  people. 
This  was  the  nature  pf  llie  libel  that  was  charged 

and,  lie  asked^  whether  such  a statement  co\ild 

be  considered  as  a fair  argument  on  the  wisdom  or 
policy  of  tiie  measures  adopted  by  government? 
Was  it  consistent  with  the  fair  libcry  of  the  press? 
pr  was  it  not  charging  those  who  were  thus  attacked 
with  acts,  which,  if  permitted  to  go  on,  must  be 
destructiye  Of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  tlie 
country. 

iS^ere,  he  wished  to  observe,  as  there  were  some 
persons' who  supposed  tliat  those  who  stood  in  tlie 
situaiion  in  which  he  was  placed,  being,  as  it  was 
called,  servants  of  the  crown,  were  also  the  serv'aut.s 
of  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  and  prosecuted  just 
as  they  pleased  to  direct — that  the  present  prosecu- 
tion was  entirely  his  own  act.  The  idea  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  was  most  fallacious.  The  law  offi- 
cers of  ihe  crown,  before  they  were  placed  in  their 
jj^tuations,  called  Cod  to  >yitness,  that  they  woqld, 


according  to  ilie  best  of  theii- judgment,  advise  tlie 
crown  a.s  to  any  legal  measures  which  it  might  be 
necessary  to  adopt— -tliey  swore  tlial  Uk^  would  ho- 
nestly and  conscientiously  perform  tlieir  duty,  with- 
o t f-vo  or  affection;  and  he  begged  to  state,  that 
if  a:iy  error  belonged  to  the  present  inform.ation,  it 
ought  to  he  vi-iited  on  his  head,  for  it  was  entirely  his 
act,  perfected  witlionr.  any  information  being  gAmn 
to  his  majesy’s  ministers.  He  found  himself  oa  fod 
upon  to  act  as  he  had  done  in  the  fair  exercise  of 
his  duty — and  he  felt  tliat  lie  should  have  neglert.  d 
that  duty,  if  he  had  not  filed  the  information.  The 
information  charged  the  defendant  with  having  im- 
puted corruption,  and  a determin.ation  to  destroy 
the  liberties  of  the  country,  to  liis  majesty’s  minis- 
ters. — He  should  now  proceed  to  read  the  publica- 
tion— and  if  any  man  doubted  that  it  imputed  those 
base  motives  to  the  minister,  he  should  feel  gre.at 
surprise  indeed.  Certain  parts  of  tlie  publication 
were  selected  -'^s  libellous-— but,  if  the  defendant,  by 
referring  to  the  context — by  reading  the  whole  pf 
tlie  article — could  explain  away  that  which  was 
charged  as  exciting  hatred  against  tlm  government, 
in  the  name  of  heaven  let  him  do  it.  If  the  defen- 
dant could  show  that  he  (the  attorney  general)  had 
put  a wrong  construction  on  the  publication,  he 
must  of  course  be  acquitted;  but  he  would  assert, 
tliat  let  the  defendant  take  what  part  he  pleased  o(’ 
t:he  article,  it  would  be  found  to  be  a direct  confir-. 
matjonof  Die  charge  of  wickedness  and  corruption, 
wjhich  be  liad  alleged  against  the  ministers,  em- 
ployed in  conducting  the  affairs  of  tlie  country. — 
[Thu  learned  attorney  here  proceeded  to  read'the- 
publication.  U was  entitled,  T/ie  Past,  the  Present 
and  the  Future.  It  charged  ministers  with  iuftmous 
duplicity  and  treachery,  and  with  tlie  most  scanda- 
lous corruption. — Ministers  (it  set  forth'l  had  told 
the  people  that  they  were  figJjting  the  bvattles  of  the 
country,  while  they  were  only  fighting  their  own. 
They  have  been  induced  to  fight  the  b attles  of  legi. 
timate  governments  abroad,  while  ministers  were 
destroying  at  home  that  constitution  whldi  they 
ought  to  have  defended.  That  constitution  which 
France  could  not  assail,  and  never  wished  to  injure, 
perished  ignobly,  and  without  a struggle,  amidst 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  the  guardians 
of  the  public  ptirse.  Were  ministers  contented  with 
this — Oi'  must  the  people  bleed,  to  appease  their  ha- 
tred of  the  cause  of  freedom  and  reform?  If  we 
must  bleed,  we  have  only  to  request  of  them,  in  the 
wprds  of  .\jax,  “let  us  perish  in  the  face  of  heaven,” 
breathing  our  appeal  to  tlie  god  of  freedom  against 
the  agents  of  tyranny  and  degradation.  We  embark- 
ed in  ihe  last  w ir  to  conquer  France,  and  we  have 
conquered  ourselves.  After  attempting  to  over- 
throw freedom  abroad,  ministers  had  turned  their 
attention  to  the  destruction  of  freedom  at  home.] 
The  learned  attorney  commented  «n  these  passages 
with  much  severity.  He  denied  that  any  attempt 
had  been  made  against  freedom  abroad.  This  coun- 
try had  been  forced  into  a war  to  check  the  aggres- 
sions of  the  revolutionary  government  of  France. 
They  Jiad  been  called  tipon  to  defend  their  own  li- 
berty from  a foreign  yoke — and  they  were  obliged 
to  support  the  nations  on  the  continent  which  had 
been  singled  as  the  objects  of  French  ambition,  be- 
cause tiirougli  their  medium  the  French  govern- 
ment supposed  the  vital  interests  of  England  could 
be  most  successfully  assailed.  Every  act  of  aggres- 
sion, througliout  the  late  war — the  invasion  of 
Spain,  the  attack  upon  llussia.  Sec  could  be  traced 
to  this  source.  The  libel  went  to  observe,  “That 
every  man  who  perished  inconsequence  of  Die  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  was  virtually  jnurdered— and. 
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tliongh  the  lr*w  miirlit  not  reach  the  Tu+hors  of  his 
death,  yet  the  all  seeioj^  eye  of  heaven  was  fixed 
uprm  the,Ti,  and  vcn^-e;ince  would  uhimalely  over- 
take i:*"Tn.  .\ii-iislers  had  so  deeply  injured  the 
people  of  Uiis  country,  that  tliey  could  not  be  for- 
g’v.^n.  Nothing  operated  so  stroiycfly  on  the  feel- 


seen  the  libel,  and  believed  it  related  to  his  majes. 
ty’s  ministers  in  the  administration  of  governm«nt. 
The  word  at  the  commencement  of  t!'e  libel, 

he  understood  relateil  to  the  people  of  Emrlund. 
Wherever  the  word  '**nirnsteys**  occurred,  he  believ- 
ed it  related  to  his  m.ijesty’s  ministers.  I'he  ex- 


ings  ot*  the  murderer  ns  the  spectre  of  him  whom  l pression  “wlien  such  men  as  Castlereagh  bribe  such 


he  !kuI  destroyed— tiie  wonnus  he  liad  given  were 
constantly  pre.scnt  to  his  view — no  eye  was  turned 
on  iiim,  tliat  he  did  not  consider  glistening  with 
vcn/rc.^ncp— he  heard  no  voice  that  did  not  sound 
tej-rible  to  his  ear  It  was  thus  with  in’.i’l«ters  and 
the  'onsliintion.  U lay  manglecl  at  their  feet — they 
give  it  the  mortal  blow— and  now  they  looker! 
aro’ind,  dreading  the  hour  of  vengeance.”  The 
constitution  of  England  observed  the  learned  attor- 
ney was  dear  to  every  Englishman — and,  because  it 
was  dear  to  him,  he  charged  the  present  defendant 
as  a libeller,  who,  hy  the  publication  he  had  read, 
endeavored, to  excite  a spirit  of  disalfection  amongst 


a man  as  Cunning,”  appli-d,  in  Ills  opinion,  to  lord 
Casilereagh  and  Mr.  Canning. 

Cross  examined  by  the  defendant. 

Why  do  you  suppose  the  passages  in  question 
apply  to  his  majesty’s  ministers? — llecaus^  1 think 
ill  ere  are  no  other  persons  to  whom  they  can  apply. 

Dcfenrl.'tnt — Do  you  think,  then,  there  are  no 
persons  in  the  country  who  .are  base  md  treacher- 
ous, except  his  m jestv’s  ministers.^  (fThis  question 
occasioned  a loyd  laagh  in  the  court. J 
^ Mr  .lusLice  Abbott  desired  the  defendant  to  put 
Ids  question  in  a decorous  manner. 

Defendant— I merely  wymt  to  know  on  what 


the  people,  by  which  the  constitution  would  be  evi-  ground  the  deponent  has  formed  hl§  opinion.  [ 
dently  endangered.  j. shall  however,  only  ask  liirn  another  question. — 

The  S'  cond  count  of  information  chai*ged  tlie  de-,  I’ray,  what  is  your  profession? — A conveyancer, 
fendant  with  a libel  on  lord  Cas'lere  igh  and  the  Tlie  c.use  for  the  prosecution  closed  here 
rig'.it ’’'on.  Geo.  Canning. 'I'his  :ibel  stated  “that  the 


ning. 

•ippeate  of  die  niiaister.«,  for  plunder,  seemed  to  in- 
crease, as  t '..^  finances  of  the  country  diminished. 


The  defendant  tlicn  addressed  the  court  at 
great  lengtli.  He  stated  that  if  he  were  conscious 
of  having  deserved  the  observations  w’hich  the  at  tor- 


'When  such  men  as  Custlereagh  bribed  such  men  as  j ney-generul  applied  to  him,  he  would  not  stand  be- 
C mnlng,  to  become  members  of  the  administration,  fore  the  court  with  the  indifference  which  I then 
the  state  of  tne  country  was  deplorable  ind.eed.  j did.  He  only  exercised  the  fair  privilege  c apub- 
Siich  w.TS  the  unblushing  impudence  of  Canning’s  | lie  writer,  in  using  the  arguments  which  he  hi  d laid 
brazen  features  that  dared  to  sit  in  an  assembly  j before  tlie  public,  and  he  was  by  no  means  asham- 
from  w’lilch  he  ought  to  be  dismissed  with  execra-  jed  of  them.  The  present  mo<le  of  proceeding  dif- 
''ion.  Every  pet’y  wTetch  who  committed  an  of-, fered  much  from  that  ofthe  good  oldiimes  to  which 
fence  through  distress  was  punished  for  it — but  the  [the  attorney. general  had  referred.  At  the  periods 
sta  ;sman  who  took  advantage  of  the  confidence  ofj  to  wdiich  he  alluded,  he  would  have  been  obliged  to 
a nation,  and  preyed,  like  a vulture,  on  its  life-blood,!  come  forw’ard  and  make  bis  charge  before  a grand 
Was  suffered  to  escape  When  the  gibbet  was  pre- j jury,  to  whom  he  would  luive  been  compelled  to  shew 
pured  for  one,  the  scaffo.ld  ought  to  be  got  ready! sufficient  reason  for  dragging  a defemlant  from  his 
for  the  other.  The  tvfetch  wdio  proceeds  to  acts  j connecdons,  and  shutting  him  up  in  prison,  prior 
of  violence,  for  want  of  food,  might  be  pardoned,  j to  any  other  proceeding — instead  of  having  re- 
wlthout  any  great  extension  of  charity — but  tlie  course  to  the  present  illegal  and  unconstitutional 
vlUian,  from  choice,  ought  to  receive  condemnation  mode  of  prosecution. 

.witUout  pit}',  and  death  without  remorse.”  Thej  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  interrupted  the  defendant.-^ 
learned  attorney  commei  ted  at  length  on  this  part  |he  could  not  allow'  him  to  call  the  proceeding  by  in- 
of  liie  publication.  He  admitled  tliat,  in  tlie  ab- [formation  illegal  and  unconstitutional;  it  w'as,  in 
slr,,ct,  some  of  the  general  jiropositlons  w'ere  true;  fact,  as  old  as  any  other  part  of  the  law. 
but  they  became  libelllous  w’hen  applied  to  par- icu-  I'lie  defendant  continued. — The  preceding  w'as 
lar  individuals,  as  w'as  tlie  case  here.  But  it  w'as  oppressive  and  unjust — and  w'ould  not  be  pursued 
an  artifice  practised  by  those  who  wis'r.ed  to  agi  by  any  person  w'ho  w'as  anxious  only  for  the  fair  ad 
tale  the  public  mind,  to  state  strongly,  certain  pro- [ministration  of  justice.  Any  act  contrary  to  magna 
positions  with  which,  in  tlie  abstract,  none  could  charta  or  the  bill  of  rights,  was  not  law,  and  could 
quarrel,  for  the  purpose  of  applyii^g  them  to  the  not  be  made  law',  by  any  legislator  under  heaven, 
detriment  of  the  character  of  individuals.  If  they  Feeling  this,  he  conceived  that  he  was  not  proceed- 
had  arrived  at  that  state  of  society.  In  wliich  all  [ed  against  according  to  law.  He  did  not  stand  there 
this  wa.s  to  be  allow'ed,  with  impunity — if  peace  of|to  an.sw’er  for  his  principles,  but  to  avow  them.— 
mind  were  to  be  assailed,  without  fear — if  there!  Whatever  they  w'ere,  they  w'ere  his  own  and  noth- 
were  not  safeguards  for  the  preservation  of  charac-  ing  which  he  had  lieard  from  the  attorney-general 
ter — then  let  tlie  jury  pronounce  that  this  was  no  ■ would  occasion  him  to  alter  them.  Tlie  principles 
libel,  and  let  tlie  court  and  the  country  lament,  that  he  espoused,  so  far  from  being  calculated  to  ere- 
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no  man  was  longer  safe  in  the  performance  of  pub- 
lic duties.  But  he  anticipated  a very  different  re- 
sult. Tiie  publication  should  be  read — and  unless 
the  defendant  could  explain  it  away,  he  was  convin- 
ced that  it  mv^t  be  pronounced  a most  libellous 
production. 

The  libel  was  then  read— rand  a person,  of  the 
name  of  Benjamin  Steed,  proved  that  he  had  receiv- 
ed 1,000  numbers  of  it,  from  the  defendant  for  pub- 
lication. 

Mr.  Groomc  deposed,  that  the  right  hon.  Robert 
Stewart,  commonly  called  viscount  Castlereagh, 
was  a knight  of  the  garter,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
George  Canning  was  a privy-councillor.  He  had 


aie  disord.er  and  rebellion,  would,  he  conceived, 
prevent  them.  It  was  not  because  the  attorney  ge- 
neral came  and  said,  that  this  country  had  been  en- 
gaged in  a war  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  that  he 
was  to  take  it  for  granted.  His  opinion  differed  in 
this  point  from  that  of  the  learned  gentlemen,  and 
until  he  had  studied  politics  as  much  as  he  (the  de- 
fendant) had  done,  he  would  not  take  ipse  dixit  of 
the  learned  gentleman,  whose  inquiries  were  en^ 
tirely  of  a legal  nature  on  this  subject. — It  was  said 
if  he  had  given  bail,  he  would  not  have  been  kept 
more  than  an  hour  or  two  from  his  business.  But, 
when  he  felt  liimseif  oppressed,  he  never  would 
bow  to  his  oppressors;  it  was  because  men  had  been 
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weak  enoogh  to  do  so,  that  abuses  had  not  been  ful- 
ly exainin'ed,  and  properly  remedied.  He  had  five 
weeks  been  imprisoned  on  a judge's  wairant.  He 
had  suffered  that  imprisonment,  because  he  wished 
to  expose  the  injustice  of  a law,  that  ought  to  be  met 
with  the  execrations  of  the  people.  He  had  been 
refused  copies  of  the  informations  filled  against  him 
— he  was  therefore,  to  gather  the  charges  alleged 
from  what  had  fallen  from  the  attorney-general. — 
Fortunately  he  had  received  a little  advice  on  this 
occ  ision,  otherwise,  perhaps,-  he  would  not  had  any 
ithing  to  ^ay  in  his  defence  Suppose  this  case  had 
6een  just  the  reverse  of  W'hat  it  was — supposing, 
nstead  of  being  a single  man,  caring  for  few,  and 
or  whom  few  cared,  he  had  been  a tradesman  with 
slarge  family — suppose  he  had  been  in  ill  health 
and  requiring  all  the  attention  persons  in  such  a 
state  demanded — what  then  would  have  been  his 
situation,  in  Ibis  boasted  land  of  liberty,  when  hur- 
ried to  a prison,  because  he  dared  to  express  his 
opinions.?  The  defendant  then  observed,  that  he 
was  pharged  first,  with  a libel  on  the  king's  admi- 
nistration of  government — and  next  with  a libel  on 
f've  administration  itself.  The  first  charge  was  fal- 
lacious— for  it  was  a constitutional  maxim  that  the 
king  could  do  no  wrong — and,  therefore,  he  could 
not  be  said  to»  administer  the  government.  If  it 
were  asserted  that  he  did  administer  the  govern- 
ment, then  the  m.axim  was  futile — for,  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  goverpment  he,  like  others,  was  lia- 
ble to  error. 

The  defendant  then  proceeded  to  argue,  that 
his  statement  with  respect  to  the  administration 
itself,  was  weR  founded.  When  warfare  was  coro- 
menced  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  French  revolution,  they  were  told, 
that  all  their  hopes  of  happiness  in  Heaven  and  of 
blessings  upon  earth,  depended  upon  resistance  to 
tho.se  principles.  They  all  knew  the  promises 
made  by  the  minister  of  the  day — and  they  all 
knew  the  result  of  those  promises — they  were  all 
fallacious.  Every  thing  except  legitimate  monarchy 
had  been  lost. — And  here  he  wished  to  know, 
wether,  by  the  triumph  of  legitimate  monarchy, 
the  learned  gentleman  meant  the  triumph  of  those 
accursed  and  detestable  principles  which  were  re- 
cognized by  the  ministerial  writers  of  the  day.?  If 
he  did,  then  had  England  fought  to  establish  the 
most  pestilential  principles  that  ever  were  adopt- 
ed-principles which  Englishmen  had  always  re- 
sisted,  and  which  freemen  would  always  be  ready 
to  oppose.  If  a system  founded  on  such  principles 
were  to  be  adopted,  he  would  rather  be  its  victim 
than  its  slave — the  learned  gentleman  might  ex- 
change  his  brief  for  a dagger,  and  write  his  epi- 
tapb  m bis  blood.  They  were  told  that  the  liber- 
^ of  the  press  must  have  its  bounds  and  limits.  If 
it  must  have  those  limits,  he  hoped  Englishmen 
would  not  suffer  an  attorny  general  to  prescibe 
ttem.  They  loved  th^t  liberty  too  much  to  trust 
it  in  such  bands — and  if  the  orphans  were  too  weak 
to  walk  alone,  they  would  not  he  was  sure,  entrust 
the  leading-strings  to  that  individual  who  stood 
directly  between  the  government  and  the  people. 
The  defendant  then  V ent  on  to  animadvert  on  the 
whole  of  the  publication  in  which  the  alleged  libel 
was  contained,  contending,  with  much  energy,  that, 
as  a public  writer,  he  was  justified  in  descanting  on 
the  conduct  of  public  men — who,  the  moment  they 
became  public  men,  merged  their  private  in  their 
public  character.  ^ He  would  assert,  that  ministers 
«ot  only  felt  a desire  to  destroy  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  but  he  would  go  further,  and  declare, 
ibat  had  accostplisbed  tbdr  desire,  and  be. 


conceived  that  he  was  perfectly  justified  in  charging 
them  with  any  motives  which  might  be  fairly  in- 
ferred from  their  conduct.  At  the  time  he 
wrote  the  article  in  question,  ministers  Lad  sub- ^ 
verted  the  constitution.  They  stated,  that  it  was 
insufficient  to  guard  the  nation  against  treason 
which  existed  only  in  their  mind — against  plots 
of  which  the  people  new  nothing,  against  conspira- 
cies, of  which  they  themselves  were  the  only  deposi 
tories. 

When,  in  consequence  of  such  statement,  the 
constitution  was  suspended,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  was  placed  uuder  the  mercy  of  the  secre^ 
tary  of  state,  he  had  a right  to  contend  that  he  was 
•only  making  use  of  that  legitimate  condemnation 
of  those  who  planned  such  measures,  which,  as  a 
public  writer  he  was  authorised  to  do,  in  the  pro° 
duction  of  the  publication  exhibited  against  them. 
The  defendant  next  adverted  to  the  present  law  of 
libel,  which  he  observed,  was  borrowed  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  star  chamber,  and  might  be  tra- 
ced ultimately  to  the  Justinian  code,  that  which 
was  intended  to  put  down  the  last  spark  of  freedom 
in  Constantinople,  (such  was  our  commercial  enter- 
prize)  had  been  imported  here,  but  it  w;is  not  na 
turalized^  and  he  trusted  the  jury  would  look  at  if> 
with  a most  suspicious  eye;  and  that,  by  their  ver 
diet  this  day,  they  would  declare,  that  no  character 
in  a public  situation,  should  hereafter  be  exempted 
from  inquiry,  nor  from  accusation,  when  accusation 
was  deserved.  The  defendant,  after  a great  varie- 
ty of  remarks  on  the  speech  of  the  attorney-gene- 
ral, proceeded  to  state,  that  he  believed  the  pre- 
sent prosecution  was  commenced  in  consequence  of 
his  having  remonstrated  with  the  late  attorney-ge- 
ral,  on  the  conduct  pursued  by  therey,  Mr.  PowiSy 
a magistrate  in  Staffordshire  who  caused  a per.son 
to  be  apprehended  while  selling  The  Black  Dioarf, 
The  defendant  called  on  the  late  attorney-general 
to  prosecute  the  author  of  it,  in  London^  and  to  put 
an  end  to  the  proceedings  against  those  who  retail- 
ed it  in  the  country.  Soon  after  this  epmmunica-^. 
tion  two  informations  were  filed  against  him — which 
he  attributed  to  this  circumstance.  The  defendant 
then  adverted  to  the  strongest  points  in  thealleg- 
ed  libel,  which  he  strenuously  defended-  He  ad- 
mitted that  they  were  strongly  written — and  he  in- 
tended that  they  should  be  so,  in  order,  if  possible, 
to  awaken  the  people  to  a just  sense  of.  their  situ- 
ation. 

The  attorney-general  replied  at  great  length. 
He  defended  the  course  of  proceeding  which  had 
bben  adopted,  with  respeci  to  the  defendant,  aii 
strictly  legal. 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott  charged  the  jury.  It  was,  he 
observed,  open  to  every  subject,  to  discuss  th^  mea- 
sures of  the  government,  provided  he  did  so  rea- 
sonably, fairly  and  calmly — but  if,  instead  of  so  dis- 
cussing measures,  a person  choose  to  utter  and  is- 
sue forth  to  the  world  slander  and  calumnly  against 
the  government  or  the  individuals  composing  it,  he 
was  guilty  of  h libel. — There  was  a point  w'here 
reasoning  ceased,  and  calumny  and  slander  began; 
and  it  was  for  the  jury  to  consider  whether  the  pa- 
per in  question  was,  in  point  of  law,  a free,  fair, 
and  candid  discussion,  or  whether  it  did  not  go 
beyond  that  line  of  argument  which  ought  to  be 
preserved.  His  opinion  was,  that  it  was  a scandal- 
ous, malicious  and  seditious  libel. 

The  jury  retired,  and  after  deliberating  aw  hci^ir 
and  a half,  the  foreman,  with  some  of  his  fellows, 
appeared  in  the  court — the  remainder  of  the  ju- 
ry, from  the  structure  of  the  court  could  not  be 
seen. 
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The  forenian,  as  we  understand,  stated  that  a 
part  of  the  jury  wished  to  return  a conditional  ver- 
diet. 

VTr.  Justice  Abbott  said,  he  would  receive  any 
verdict  from  the  whole  of  the  jury,  but  he  could 
not  receive  any  thing  offered  by  a part  of  them. 

The  usual  question  was  then  put— whether,  the 
jury  found  the  defendant  guilty  or  not  guilty?  To 
which  the  foreman  answered  Guilty — and  the  ver- 
dict was  recorded. 

At  a late  hour  in  the  day,  Mr.  Chitty  said,  he 
was  instructed  to  xell  his  lordship  that  the  verdict 
was  not  legal— three  of  the  jury  having  dissented 
from  it  at  the  time.  One  of  them  he  understood 
wished  to  present  to  his  lordship  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  two  of  his  fellows,  a paper  relating  to  the 
verdict,  when  they  came  into  court,  but  he  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  it. 

[....Mr.  Justice  .\bbott  said  that  no  objection'  was 
made  at  the  time,  the  question  was  put,  ^nd  the 
an.swer  of  Guilty  was  given  in  a tone  that  must  have 
been  heard  throughout  the  court.  No  paper  had 
been  tendered  to  him — and  in  answer  to  a question 
from  the  foreman,  he  stated  that  he  could  only  rC' 
ceive  a verdict  from  the  whole  of  the  jury,  he 
could  receive  no  communication  from  a part  of 
them. 

The  defendant  said,  as  an  Englishman,  he  would 
protest  against  the  verdict,  as  illegal — But  four  of 
the  jury  appeared  in  court — and,  if  a mistake  had 
been  made,  his  cause  ought  not  to  be  prejudiced 
by  it. 

Mr  Justice  Abbott  said  his  cause  would  sustain 
no  prejudice;  but  that  this  was  not  the  place  for 
discussing  the  question. 

The  King  v.  Thomas  Jonathan  WooUer. 

This  was  a second  information  against  the  de- 
fendant, for  printing  and  publishing  a libel  in  the 
“Black  Dwarf,”  No.  3,  of  February  the  12th;  it 
was  charged  on  the  record  to  be  a scandalous, 
malicious  and  seditious  libel,  of  and  concerning 
the  right  of  petition,  of  and  concerning  King  John, 
Charles  I.  James  II.  William  III.  &c. 

The  Attorney  General  stated  the  nature  of  the 
libel:  he  admitted  that  it  was  ludicrous  in  its  form, 
but  it  was,  perhaps,  the  more  injurious  and  dan- 
gerous  on  that  account.  He  censured  in  strong 
terms  the  endeavors  here  made  to  draw  down  con 
tempt  upon  one  of  the  most  valuable  rights  of  En- 
glishmen, settled  at  what  he  should  ever  call  the 
glorious  Revolution  of  1688,  and  he  went  through 
the  various  paragraphs,  pointing  out  such  parts  as 
in  his  opinion  were  peculiarly  offensive.  He  took 
occasion  to  inform  the  jury  that  the  defendant  had 
a singular  facility  of  composition;  for,  being  a prin- 
ter, he  frequently  had  no  need  of  manuscript,  but 
printed  from  the  dictation  of  his  mind  as  he  pro- 
ceteded. 

The  defendant,  as  in  the  former  case,  admitted 
the  facts  of  authorship,  printing  and  publishing; 
and  Mr.Steill  proved  that  he  sold  about  750  copies 
of  this  number  of  the  Black  Dwarf. 

'^The  libel  was  then  read  in  the  following  terms: — 
RIGHT  OF  PETITION. 

“The  people  of  this  country  have  heard  a great 
deal  about  the  right  of  petition;  notwithstanding  a 
thousand  proofs  of  its  inefficacy,  tliey  seem  as  fond 
of  it  as  ever.  But  some  tub  must  be  thrown  out  to 
the  whale.  There  must  be  found  some  way  or 
other  to  dissipate  the  well  grounded  discontent 
that  so  universally  prevails;  and,  like  a breakwater, 
the  right  of  petitioning  is  thrust  forward  to  stop 
the  current  of  popular  dissatisfaction.  All  this  is 
very  well;  but  wjiat  purpose  will  it  an§\ver?  Like! 


all  other  delusions,  it  will  be  found  out  at  last, 
and  then  good  bye  to  petitioning.  In  the  literal 
acceptation  of  the  term,  nothing  is  or  can  be  so  ri- 
dirnious.  The  right  of  petitioning!  *Bravo!  Jolm 
Bull,  bravo!  You  have  the  right  of  petitioning,  have 
5'ou?  And  your  ancestors  obtained  it  for  you,  did 
they?  And  Hampden  bled  for  the  right  of  petition-* 
;ng,  did  he?  And  Sydney  was  beheaded,  and  Rus- 
sel, for  the  right  of  petitioning.  And  your  ances- 
tors sent  Charles  to  the  block,  and  drove  James 

to , for  the  right  of  petitioning,  did  they?  And 

you  possess  the  right,  Johnny,  do  you?  And  are 
charged  sixty  millions  a year  for  it,  are  you?  AVell, 
you  may  call  it  one  of  your  dearest  rights,  for  you 
have  paid  dear  enough  for  it,  in  all  conscience.  But 
you  are  a good  sort  of  a fellow:  and  being  no  judge 
of  the  value  of  diamonds,  it  is  the  same  to  you 
whether  you  have  glass  or  French  paste.  It  must 
glisten  a little  to  please  your  imagination;  and  you 
are  pleased  as  the  poor  Indian  who  gives  his  gold 
or  his  treasure  for  a bauble.  But  the  savage  is  the 
better  off  of  the  two;  for  though  he  gets  but  a 
bauble,  it  is  something  at  least;  but  you,  John, 
have  got  nothing  foe  your  liberty,  you  have  had 
every  pocket  picked  into  the  bargain. 

“But  you  have  the  right  of  petitioning,  you  say.' 
,Ves,  you  have  indeed;  and  you  petition  away  with  a 
vengeance.  You  see  those  whom  you  petition  have 
a voracious  appetite  for  such  kind  of  food.  They 
swallow  them  as  fast  as  the  serpent  of  Moses  swal- 
lowed all  the  other  serpents.  Only  you  have  fed 
them  a little  too  fast,  and  having  to  pick  out  of  so 
many,  they  are  now  become  a little  nice.  They 
would  have  the  politest  epithets  bestowed  upon 
them;  and  if  you  will  flatter  their  vanity,  and  rely 
upon  their  wisdom,  faith,  you  may  use  your  right  of 
petitioning  as  frequently  as  you  please.  You  will 
assist  trade  by  it.  Lawyers  will  find  parchment 
dearer,  and  the  tailors  will  get  it  cheaper  to  make 
measures  with. 

“But  in  reality.  Master  Bull,  you  estimate  all  this 
boasted  right  a little  too  highly.  Are  you  not 
aware  that  you  only  have  it  in  common  with  the 
free  burgesses  of  the  Mogul,  and  the  independent 
slaves  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers.^  They  say  they  are 
very  sorry  too;  and  that  your  petition  ought  to  lay 
on  the  table  for  consideration;  and  that  a proper 
time  ought  to  be  taken  for  such  consideration.  But 
then  they,  poor  souls!  are  so  busied  for  your  good, 
throughout  the  session,  that  the  proper  time  never 
comes,  and  your  grievances  are  never  redressed.. 
It  is  sometimes  hinted,  that  they  are  only  tempora- 
ry, and  will  cure  themselves:  and  there  is  no  doubt 
of  that:  only  be  patient  for  half  a century,  and  if 
the  grievances  do  not  die  away,  why  you  will;  and 
that  is  the  same  thing.  Now  you  see,  that  while 
you  possess  the  right  of  petitioning,  and  they  pos- 
sess the  right  of  neglectingyour  petitions,  it  is  just 
tlij  same  thing  as  if  you  had  no  right  at  all. 

“ This  is  the  best  side  of  the  question.  This  is 
the  view  of  the  case  when  your  petitions  are  deemed 
to  be  fit  to  be  received;  for  you  see  that  your  right 
of  petitioning  is  confined  to  a peculiar  mode  of  ex- 
pression. If  your  pockets  are  picked,  you  must 
not  pray  the  house  of  •ommons  to  hang  a minister 
—you  must  civilly  ask  them  to  be  so  kind  as  not 
to  let  him  do  it  again.  If  your  valuable  constitu- 
tion is  injured,  or  totally  destroyed,  you  must 
only  ask  for  its  renovation  in  the  most  mild  and 
gentlemanly  terms.  The  house  must  not  be  in- 
sulted ! Oh  no  1 the  house  must  not  be  insulted- 
Although  every  body  knows  that  the  house  of  com- 
mons, collectively  taken,  speaks  neither  the  voice 
of  t^ie  people,  nor  attends  to  the  wishes  of  the  pec-? 
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pie;  although  ev?ry  body  knows  that  a majority  of 
the  house  are — wliat  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
■fay;  although  the  experience  of  ages  has  proved 
j'  the  ready  servant  rf  the  existing  minister;  and 
th  t,  therefore,  it  is  neither  rationally  nor  constitu- 
tionally the  representative  of  the  public;  yet  all 
this  is  to  be  veiled  in  silence.  We  may  petition 
the  house  for  reform,  if^in  the  same  breath  we  will 
admit  that  it  wants  no  reform;  we  may  entreat  it 
to  restore  us  the  blessings  of  our  constitution,  and 
give  us  back  our  rights,  if  we  will  confess  that  our 
rights  have  not  been  infringed  upon,  and  tliat  the 
blessings  of  the  constitution  have  never  been  im- 
paired. Such  is  now  the  state  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. We  must  suppress  the  remonstrance  of  truth, 
and  the  firm  tone  of  justice,  and  then  our  com- 
plaints may  be  heard — and  despised. 

“ The  terms  imply  this — the  right  of  petition  is 
the  only  privilege  of  slaves. — Freemen  would  blush 
to  hear  it  boasted  of  in  its  modern  acceptation. 

“But  were  our  ancestors  fools,  then,  and  slaves 
No,  neither.  They  were  men,  but  not  scholars. 
They  approached  their  monarebs  with  petitions, 
it  is  true;  but  then  they  carried  arms  in  their  hands 
to  support  them,’*  &c. 

Mr.  Wooller,  in  his  defence,  stated,  that  when 
he  wrote  the  above  production,  he  had  not  the 
slightest  expectation  that  it  would  be  a source  of 
serious  enquiry  in  a court  of  justice. — He  did  not  | 
imagine  that  the  ministerial  jealousy  of  the  freedom 
of  the  press  would  be  quite  so  contemptible  as  to 
notice  it.  It  was  meant  merely  as  a joke,  and  must 
be  considered  as  the  farce  to  the  tragedy^  of  the 
last  information.  In  the  sentiments,  however,  he 
heartily  concurred,  and  if  urged  seriously,  he 
should  have  supported  them  seriously.  He  went 
over  the  various  parts  of  the  libel  that  were  con- 
sidered particularly  objectionable,  arguing  that 
the  v/hole  was  grounded  upon  historical  and  incon- 
trovertible facts.  As  to  the  passage  regarding 
“enforcing”  the  redress  of  grievances,  and,  indeed, 
the  whole  of  that  portion  of  the  letter,  lie  insisted 
that  it  meant  nothing  more  than  the  moral  force 
which  sound  doctrines  must  ever  enjoy:  that,  though 
in  the  time  of  king  John  or  Charles  I.  tlie  force  of 
arms  might  be  necessary;  in  the  present  day,  when 
all  men  were  comparatively  so  well  educated  and 
enlightened,  the  force  of -reason  was  much  stronger 
and  more  satisfactory.  Such  was  the  fair  meaning 
to  be  put  upon  the  whole  libel,  which  was  dictated 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  at  a time  when  the 
house  ot  commons  was  rejecting  an  immense  num- 
ber of  petitions,  in  favor  of  parliamentary  reform. 

The  attorney  general  replied;  after  which  Mr. 
Justice  Abbott  summed  up,  going  minutely  over 
nearly  every  paragraph  of  the  publication,  and  de- 
claring it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  it  was  libel- 
lous; that  however,  was  a question,  the  decision  of 
which  by  law  rested  with  the  jury  only. 

The  jury  retired  for  an  hour,  and  then  returned 
to  the  box,  from  whence  the  foreman  delivered 
the  verdict  not  guilty. — As  soon  as  the  verdict  was 
declared,  the  court  rang  with  acclamations,  which 
continued  several  minutes.  The  sheriffs  at  length 
interfered,  and  put  an  end  to  the  disturbance. 

The  two  trials  occupied  the  court  from  half  past 
nine  in  the  morning  until  past  six  in  the  evening. 

Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  British  funds  suffered  a depression  on  the  6th 
of  July,  in  consequence  of  a report  of  a deficiency  in 
the  revenue.  The  report  was  true,  according  to 
the  following  exhibit; 


Income  of,  and  charge  upon  the  consolidated  funJl, 

in  the  quarters  ending  5th  Jul}',  1816  and  1817, 

for  Great  Britain.  ■ 

INCOME. 

1816.  I 1817. 

£10,064,992  I £9,339,499, 

CHARGE 

1816.  I 1817. 

£13,233.814  | £13,120,000. 

DEFICIF.NCY. 

In  the  quarter  of  1816  £3,168,822 

Ditto  1817  3,780,501 

Ireland  is  not  yet  ascertainexl. 

But  on  the  18th  of  July,  3 per  cent  consols  wefe 
at  83  1-8!, 

American  6 per  cents  in  London,  July  16,  104. 

On  the  7th  of  July  the  prince  regent  signed  the 
bill  for  continuing  the  suspension  of  the  habeas 
corpus  act. 

American  flour  in  England,  July  18,  55s  perbbi, 
and  dull  sale. 

Mr.  Tonsonhy  died  on  the  8th  of  July.  He  wa.s 
for  several  years  one  of  the  heads  of  the  onposidon; 

■ but,  as  well  in  his  private  as  in  his  public  capacity,, 
his  loss  will  be  severely  felt  in  England. 

Mad.  Lavallette  was  recently  been  in  London,  in- 
cog, to  sell  the  stocks  that  .she  held  in  the  British 
funds. 

A fever  of  the  most  malignant  description  pre- 
vails amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Cork. 
A number  of  houses  for  the  reception  of  the  sipk 
had  been  opened  in  various  parts  of  tljie  city. 

A serious^riot  or  insurrection  appears  to  have  ex* 
isted  at  Huddersfield. 

A number  of  Scots  have  emigrated  to  Pmand, 
By  a decree  of  Jllexander  they  are  exempt  from 
military  conscription. 

Much  lamentation  is  made  in  England  about  tpe 
neglect  and  ruin  of  churches.  The  fault  is  in  their 
ecclesiastical  system,  forcing  that  which  ought  to 
be  a free-will  oftering. 

Parliament  was  prorogued,  after  an  address  to 
the  princje  regent,  and  a speech  from  him  on  Sa- 
turday the  12th  of  July. 

Tiie  duke  of  Northumberland  has  left  a revenue 
to  his  eldest  son  of  80,000  pounds  per  annum,  and 
to  each  of  the  younger  children  he  has  bequeathed 

100.000  pounds  in  cash. 

Certain  jewellers  in  London  were  lately  robbed 
of  property  valued  at  30,000/.  Among  the  articles 
was  a diamond  necklace  valued  at  10,280/. 

In  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  Mr.  Cook,  Ameri- 
can merchant,  formerly  residl(\g  about  90  miles 
from  Sierra  Leone,  in  Africa,  obtained  a verdict  of 

19.000  pounds  damages  against  col.  Maxwell,  late 
governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  for  destroying  bis  factory 
by  fire,  and  carrying  off  his  moveable  property,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  the  plaintiff  being  engaged  in 
the  slav(?  trade.  The  plaintiff  also  obtained  a ver- 
dict of  £1000  damages  for  false  imprisonment. 

A letter  from  the  younger  Watson  to  his  father,  is 
extensively  published  in  England,  as  coming  from 
the  United  States,  and  it  is  probably  a fabrication. 
The  London  papers  say  it  is  so — “to  compliment 
America,  and  delude  our  credulous  countrymen 
into  emigration.” 

The  Gazette  of  last  night  (says  a. London  paper 
of  July  17)  contains  a proclamation,  ordering  that 
the  calling  out  of  the  militia  in  Great  Britain,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  trained  and  exercised  in  the 
present  year,  be  suspended;  and  consequently  no 
training  or  exercising  of  such  militia  is  to  take  place 
this.  [There  is  meaning  in  this]. 

Count  Flahault,  one  of  Napoleon’s  aids  in  the  bat- 
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tie  of  Waterloo,  has  married  a daiiErhtcr  of  lord 
Keith.  We  notice  the  inarri.agc*  of  a itfiss  I'.  Bov.’- 
man  who  was  lonj^  detained  as  a prisoner  in  llie 
seraglio  of  the  dey  of  Algiers,  from  which  she 
lately  escaped. 

A fellow  in  England,  for  a considerable  wager, 
had  commenced  a walk  of  500  miles  backwards,  to 
be  performed  in  20  days.  He  performed  miles 
in  the  first  hour. 

'IVie  Jiritinh  parliament. 

Was  prorogued  on  the  12th  of  .luly,  on  which  occa- 
sion the  prince  regent  ‘h’ed  the  following  speech 
from  the  throne.” — 

“Jfi/  lords  and  gentlemen— ‘ 

“I  cannot  close  this  session  of  parliament  with- 
out renewing  my  expressions  of  deep  regret  at  the 
continuance  of  his  majesty’s  lamented  inclisposiiion. 
The  diligence  with  which  you  have  applied  your- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  the  dilferenl  subjects 
which  I recommended  to  your  attention  at  tlie  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  demands  ixy  warmest 
acknowledgment':;  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  fa- 
vorable change  which  has  happily  taken  place  in 
our  internal  situation,  is  to  be  mainly  ascribed  to 
Ithe  salutary  measures  which  you  have  adopted  for 
preserving  the  public  tranquility,  and  to  your  stea- 
dy adherence  to  those  principles  by  wliich  the  con- 
stitution, re:sources,  and  credit  of  the  country  have 
been  too  successfully'  exerted  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  to  alienate  the  affections  of  his  majesty’s 
subjects,  and  stimulate  them  to  acts  of  violence  and 
insurrection,  I have  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving 
tlte  most  decisive  proofs  of  the  loyalty  and  ptihlic  spi 
Tit  ofHhe  great  body  of  the  people;  and  tl»e  patience 
with  which  they  have  sustained  the  most  severe 
temporary  distress  cannot  be  too  highly  commend- 
ed. I am  fully  sensible  of  the  confidence  which  you 
have  manifested  towards  me  by  the  extraordinary 
powers  which  you  have  placed  in  my  hands;  the  ne- 
cessity which  has  called  for  them  ii?  to  me  a matter 
of  deep  regret;  and  you  may  rely  on  my  making  a 
temperate,  bm  effectual  use  of  them,  for  the  protec- 
tion and  security  of  his  majesty’s  loyal  subjects. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons. 

“I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  you  have 
granted  to  me,  and  for  the  labQrios  investigation 
which,  at  my  recommendation,  ybu  have  made  into 
the  state  of  the  income  and  expenditures  of  the 
country.  It  has  given  me  sincere  pleasure  to  find 
that  you  have  been  enabled  to  provide  for  every 
branch  of  the  public  service  without  any  addition 
to  the  burdens  of  the  people.  The  state  of  public 
credit  affords  a decissive  proof  of  the  wisdom  and 
expediency,  under  all  tlie  present  circumstances,  of 
those  financial  arrangements  w'hich  you  have  adopt- 
ed. I haye  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  is,  in  a great  degree,  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  unfavorable  state  of  the  last  season; 
and  I look  forward  with  sanguine  expectaton  to  its 
gradual  improvement. 

hrds  mid  gentlemen, 

“The  measures  which  w'ere  in  progress  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  for  the  issue  of  a new’ 
silver  coinage  have  been  carried  into  execution  in 
the  manner  which  has  given  universal  satisfaction; 
and  to  complete  the  system  which  has  been  sanction- 
ed by  parliament,  a gold  coinage  of  a new’  denomina- 
tion has  been  provided  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public.  I continue  to  receive  from  foreign  powers 
tbe  strongest  assurance  of  their  friendly  disposition 
towards  this  country,  and  of  their  desire  to  pre- 
serve tlie  general  tranquility.  The  prospect  of  an 
abundant  harvest  throughout  a considerable  part 
of  the  continent  is  in  the  liighest  degree  satisfuc* 


tory.  This  happy  dispensation  ofProvidencec.tr!- 
not  fail  to  mitigate,  if  not  wholly  to  remove  the 
pressure  un<ler  which  so  many  of  the  nations  of 
Europe  have  been  suffering  in  the  conrse  of  the 
last  yci.r;  and  I trust  tliat  w’e  may  look  forw;'.rd  in 
consequence  to  an  improvement  in  the  commercial 
relations  of  this  and  of  all  other  countries.  I can- 
not allow  you  to  .separate  without  recommending  to 
you,  th.atup.m  your  return  to  your  several  counties, 
you  shotild  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  defeat  all 
attempts  to  corrupt  and  mislead  the  lower  classes 
of  the  cofiimunity,  and  that  you  .hould  lose  no  op- 
portunity of  incul  iting  amongst  them  that  spirit  of 
concord  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  W'hich  is  not  less 
essential  to  their  happiness  as  individuals  than  i'  is 
indispensable  to  the  general  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  the  kingdom.” 

The  lord  chancellor  then  read  th.e  commissions 
for  proroguing  the  puMiament  to  the  25th  of  August 
next. 

Crim.  con.  cases  make  a great  display  in  the  Lon- 
don papers,  happening  among  tlie  **nol)ility,  gentry 
and  clergy^’ — precious  sets  of  people. 

Criminal  offenders — By  the  statement  of  criminal 
offenders  in  England,  and  Wales,  lately  published, 
it  appears  that  47,522  persons  have  been  cononiiLtcd 
to  goal  for  ci-iminal  offences  during  tbe  last  7 years, 
of  whom  4,120  received  sentence  of  death  (536  of 
wliom  were  execuud)— 267  tr.uisported  for  life: 
533  for  14  years;  4,543  for  7 years-  imprisoned  for 
5 years,  4;  do  4 years,  2:  do  3 yccors,  54:  do  2 years 
and  above  1 year,  1,374: 1 year  and  above  6 mcntl'.s,' 
and  under,  13,518;  whipped  and  fined,  1,154. 

FUAXCE. 

Tbe  most  important  item  of  intelligence  from 
France  is,  that  the  crops  were  so  flattering  as  to 
have  reduce  the  price  of  com  one  half,  in  some  of 
the  departments. 

The  archbishops’  sees  are  to  be  restored  in  Franck 
— some  additional  bisbopricks  are  to  be  establish- 
ed— and  archbishops,  ifnot  bisliops  are  to  be  placed 
in  the  chamber  of  peers. 

Gens.  Homage  and  Belair;  atid  the  marchioness 
Lavalette,  have  been  arrested  in  France. 

The  population  of  Paris,  by  a late  census, 
amounts  to  715,595,  independent  of  the  garrison. 
There  are  27,371  houses,  and  217,352  families. 

On  the  anniversary  of  Louis  XVHl’s  return  to 
the  capital,  his  m.'ijesty  reviewed  13  legions  of  the 
Parisian  national  guard  upon  tlie  Bouvelard  Chu- 
martin.  The  streets  through  which  he  passed  were 
lined  with  military,  and  the  white  flag  and  othe? 
appropriate  emblems  were  displayed  from  their 
windows.  The  number  of  men  under  arms  wer« 
estimated  at  36,000.  Tlie  city  was  illuminated  at 
night. 

It  is  said  in  the  Paris  papers  that  the  Frencli  emi- 
grants that  have  reached  the  United  States  “do  not 
amount  to  a less  number  than  30,000.”  People  do 
not  think  what  thirty  thousand  is.  I liaveariglit  to 
know’  something  of  this  matter;  and  venture  ail 
opinion  that  three  thousand  have  not  arrived  here, 
in  ships  and  vessels,  since  the  first  return  of  Louis; 
nor  do  1 believe  that  any  have  crossed  the  ocean  in 
balloons.  Vessels  from  France  very  seldom  have 
more  tlian  10  to  20  passengers — I am  certain  that 
they  have  not  averaged  20;  this  w’ould  give  us  fiff 
teen  hundred  vessels  from  France  in  the  period 
stated!!  More  on  this  siibject  hereafter. 

A steam  boat,  on  a principle  that  makes  explo- 
sion impossible,  is  said  to  have  been  invented  in 
B'rance. 

Several  arrests  were  recently  made  at  Bordeaux'. 

5 per  cent,  consuls  66  1-10,  July  12. 
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France  is  said  not  only  to  have  solicited  the  with- 
drawing of  the  allied  troops,  but  to  have  requested 
England  to  pay  them,  being  unable  to  do  it  her- 
self! 

The  great  occasion— No  less  than  ten  new  theatri- 
fcal  pieces  are  in  readiness  to  appear  on  the  several 
stages  in  Paris,  great  and  srnali,  immediately  afler 
the  accouchement  of  the  duchess  de  B^’ri.  One  of 
them  is  called  Is’t  a girl  or  a boy?  [What  a job  it 
would  be,  if  the  expected  baby  should  be  still  born! 
But,  1 suppose  it  would  be  high  treason^  in  France,  to 
imagine  it.] 

The  dutchess  of  Berri  and  the  queen  of  Spain  are 
running  a race  to  have  a young  Bourbon.  The  pa- 
pers say  it  is  doubtful  which  of  them  will  be  the 
iirst  in  the  straw, 

French  Hospitals.— 'Prom,  a report  made  to  the  go- 
vernor general  of  hospitals  in  Pari^,  on  the  state  of 
those  establishments,  from  1803  to  1814,  it  appears 
that  these  hospitals  are  divided  into  two  classes, 
sailed  hopitaux  and  hospices;  the  former  ten  in 
itumber,  being  for  the  sick;  and  the  latter  of  which 
there  are  nine,  affording  provision  for  infants,  and 
incurables,  who  are  destitute.  The  hotel  Dieu,  the 
most  ancient  hospital,  contains  1200  beds.  In  the 
hospice  de  PAccouchement,  in  1814,  were  delivered 
27,000  females,  of  whom  24,000  confessed  they  were 
unmarried.  From  1804  to  1814,  were  admitted  in- 
to the  hospice  de  I’Allaitrement  or  foundling  hospi- 
tal, 23,458  boys  and  22,463  girls,  total  45,921  c!iil- 
dren,  of  whom  only  4130  were  legitimate,  During 
the  ten  years  355,000  sick  were  admitted  into  the 
Hopitaux,  and  59,000  poor  persons  into  the  liospices. 
Of  the  maniacs  there  are  more  women  than  men. 
—Among  the  younger  females,  love  has  been  the 
most  common  cause  of  insanity;  and  among  the 
others,  jealousy,  or  domestic  discord.  Among  the 
younger  males,  it  is  the  too  speedy  developement 
of  their  passions;  and  among  the  older,  the  derange- 
ment of  their  affairs,  that  has  erased  them.  The 
calamities  of  the  revolution  have  been  another  cause 
of  madness,  and  it  is  observed  that  the  men  were 
mad  with  aristocracy  and  the  women  with  de- 
mocracy; excessive  grief  occasioning  lunacy  in  the 
former,  and  ideas  of  independence  and  equality  in 
the  latter! — London  paper. 

SPAIN. 

The  editor  of  a London  paper  says,  that  from 
certain  American  papers  he  had  received,  a war 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain  appeared 
probable.  This  is  a mistake  that  he  might  easily 
fall  into  for  a cursory  view  of  our  gazettes— but 
the  editor  strangely  observes,  ‘‘if  it  be  true  that 
the  United  States  are  really  attached  to  the  cause 

freedom  they  will  be  more  inclined  to  aid  than  to 
attack  Spain.’*  Freedom  and  Spain!  Ferdinand 
and  '•^moderation  awd.  forbearance^*  in  the  same  para- 
graph!  . 

Gta.Lacey  is  removed  toTVIajorca;  it  being  thought 
unsafe  to  keep  him  at  Barcelona,  for  fear  of  the  peo- 
ple. His  fate  is  sealed. 

By  accounts  from  Spain,  it  appears  that  the  grand  ' 
finance  plan,  projected  by  the  minister  Garay,  is 
not  to  be  carried  into  execution  till  January  1818. 
This  delay  originates  in  the  opposition  of  the 
nobles  and  high  churchmen,  who  will  be  most  af- 
fected by  its  being  put  into  execution;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  it  is  expected  the  minister  himself  will 
lese  his  place. 

RUSSIA. 

The  emperor  has  sent  to  England  four  young 
Russians  for  the  purpose  of  being  instructed  in  the 
new  method  of  teaching,  that  they  may  he  placed 
^itthe  bead  of  seminaries. 


-■ :■  j :■ 

The  emperor  of  Russia,  on  the  7th  of  May,-  bjr 
decree,  established  at  St.  Petersburg,  an  Imperial 
Commercial  Bank: 

1.  Thirty  millions  of  roubles,  of  the  capital  of  the 
crown,  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  bank. 

2.  The  bank  is  allowed  to  take  money — 1st,  on 
interest — 2d,  in  deposit. 

3.  The  bank  gives  loans  on  Russian  goods,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  discount  office, 
and  accepts  bills,  taking  the  per  centage  according, 
to  the  course  of  comnoLercial  operations. 

4.  Half  the  directors  ta  consist  of  public  officers, 
and  half  merchants. 

5.  The  bank  to  be  opened  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1818. 

The  integrity  of  the  loans  intrasted  to  the  bank 
are  guaranteed  by  the  imperial  word. 

Several  ships  of  war  were  launched  on  the  20th 
and  25fli  of  May  at  Casan,  a city  on  the  Wolga, 
which  empties  into  the  Caspian  sea. 

We  have  a rumor  tliat  a war  was  expected  between 
Russia  and  Sweden;  and  that  the  Russian  troopa 
about  to  leave  France  would  be  landed  in  Sweden, 

TURKEY. 

Constantinople^  June  10. — On  the  2d  of  this  month 
tlie  ceremony  peculiar  to  the  East  took  place  of 
shaving,  for  the  first  time,  the  hair  of  the  head  of 
the  crown  prince  Schchzade  Abdulbaniid,  who  is 
four  years  of  age,  after  wliich  he  was  invested  with  a 
turban.  A part  of  the  hair  was  sent  as  an  offering 
to  the  Kiauble  (the  holy  house  at  Mecca.) 

A few  days  ago,  several  large  transports  aiTived 
from  Egypt  with  rice,  coffeei  and  other  produc- 
tions of  that  country,  which  have  dispelled  the  ap- 
prehensions of  scarcity  that  w^e  entertained  by  the 
inh^itants  of  this  capital. 

AFRICA. 

An  African  chief  near  Sierra  Leone,  whp  has 
long  been  in  the  pay  of  the  British  to  assist  them 
in  suppressing  the  slave  trade,  has.  lately  protected 
two  vess^els  engaged  in  it,  and  compelled  a Bri- 
tish brig,  in  self-defence,  to  fire  upon  his  town;  by 
which  many  of  his  people  were  killed.  It  is  feared 
that  in  revenge  for  this  Captain  Campbell  and  his 
party,  on  an  expedition  into  the  interior,  will  be 
cut  off. 

WEST  INDIES. 

The  deaths  at  Havana,  principally  of  malignant 
fevers,  from  the  19th  to  the  31st  of  July,  inclusive, 
were  215,  or  15  a day  ! — in  a population  of  80,000. 

Chnstophe,  king  of  Hayti,  has  adopted  the  Lan- 
easterian  system  of  education  in  his  dominions,  and 
has  established  schools  deriving  their  support  from 
government,  and  promulgating  instruction  in  the 
rudiments  of  primary  education  without  expenc? 
to  individuals. 

A decree  has.  b.^en  passed  for  the  sale  of  the 
estates  which  have  become  the  property  of  the  pub- 
lic. They  are  to  be  disposed  of  free  of  all  incum- 
brances, and  the  anciept  names  are  to  be  changed, 
that  “the  remembrance  of  their  tyrants  may  cease.” 

FLORIDA.  ' 

We  have  two  proclamations  from  Amelia.  One 
addressed  by  “citizen  Gregor  McGregor,”  to  his 
soldiers,  thanking  them  for  their  exemplary  con- 
duct and  good  discipline,  and  holding  out  the  hope 
of  soon  planting  the  *‘green  cross  of  Florida,  on 
the  proud  walls  of  St.  Augustine.” 

The  other  headed  “Gregor  McGregor,  General,” 
&c.  declares  the  whole  of  Florida  in  a state  of 
blockade,  beginning  at  the  south  side  of  the 
island  of  Jimelia  and  extending  to  the  Perdido, 
His  proclamation  shall  be  preserved  for  further 
reference.  ' 
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Many  rumors  are  put  afloat  about  the  United 
States  neg-ociating  for  the  FloridaS.  We  know 
nothing  of  its  certainty.  The  transfer  of  this  coun- 
try is  a matter  to  be  expected,  and  muaii  to  be  de- 
sired by  us,  for  the  settlements  adjacent,  &c. 

All  was  quiet  at  Amelia.  Com.  Taylor  had  sail- 
ed on  a cruise,  A French  brig  detained  had  been 
liberated,  after  the  condemnation  of  a part  of  her 
cargo.  There  was  a report  that  the  Gov.  of  St. 
AngUstine  was  advancing  against  Amelia  at  the 
head  of  5 or  600  men.  It  is  also  said  that  Com. 
Aury,  with  4 sail,  had  sailed  from  Matagoi-da  to  as- 
sist McGiegor. 

MEXICO. 

Mina  appears  to  stand  his  ground  and  gather 
much  strength.  • AVe  may  probabl}  have  a dashing 
account  of  him.  He  is  cautious  as  he  is  brave. 

‘^SPAXISH**  AMEHICA,  &C. 

Three  Portuguese  Indiamen  are  said  to  be  cap- 
iured  off  Lisbon,  by  Buenos  Ayrean  privateers. 

An  agent  for  Venezuela  is  said  to  be  in  London, 
where  he  offers  very  liberal  terms  for  officers  and 
men  to  assist  in  es%ablishing  the  independence  of 
his  country,  and  is  said  to  be  very  successful  in 
Obtaining  %liem. 

Morillo,  who  commands  for  Ferdinand  In  A^ene- 
zuela,  is  spoken  of  at  London  by  those  who  served 
with  him  in  Spain,  as  a brute.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  he  is  a savage. 

It  is  reported  that  a fleet  of  merchantmen  from 
Havana,  for  Cadiz,  having  separated  from  their 
convoy,  have  been  captured  by  a squadron  of  Inde- 
pendent privateers. 

We  have  some  news  from  Margaretta-,  the  fate  of 
the  island  is  not  yet  determined.  In  the  first  bat- 
tle, Alorillo,  by  superior  force  kept  the  field,  and 
finished  the  terrible  conflict  by  murdering  all  the 
wounded  patriots.  In  New  Grenada  it  seems  as 
though  it  were  his  standing  order,  to  put  to  death 
every  patriot  that  falls  into  hi's  hands  who  can  read 
and  write.  These  are  deadly' sins,  iiv  the  royal  ca- 
tachlsm. 


National  Character. 

IPBOM  THE  NATIOXAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

Washington,  August  30,  1817. 

AIessrs.  Gales  and  Seaton: — Observing  in  your 
paper  of  the  29th,*  an  account  of  the  hauling  up  a 
British  74  to  repair,  and  it  having  excited  great 
astonishment  in  the  minds  of  many,  that  so  enormous 
a weight  could  have  been  taken  out  of  the  water 
by  a combination  of  the  pully,  lever  and  inclined 
plane,  but  more  particularly  because  this  is  claimed 
as  an  English  discovery,  I consider  it  a duty  I owe 
to  m\  country  to  claim  it  as  a genuine  American 
invention.  In  the  year  1808,  the  ketch  A^esuvius 
was  run  on  shore  on  the  Bahama  Bank,  and  injured 
her  bottom  very  much.  The  peculiar  construction 
of  this  ves^l  made  it  impossible  to  heave  her  out, 
as  the  great  quantity  and  weight  of  materials  in  her 
wruid  have  sunk  iier  in  the  operation:  it,  therefore, 
became  necessary  to  haul  her  up  or  condemn  her. 
The  experiment  was  made  and  succeeded;  it  was 
repeated  on  the  Adams  frigate,  at  the  navy-yard 
here,  and  w'as  equally  successful.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, only  sixty  men  and  one  capstern  were  em- 
pluyed;  and  in  tlie  other,  only  the  means  and  the 
men  belonging  to  the  yard,  which  did  not  exceed 
150,  and  which  were  at  the  time  deemed  sufficient 
to  have  hauled  up  a ship  of  the  line.  1 consider  our 
ingenuity  as  a national  property;  I consider  oui 
naval  reputation  equally  so;  efforts  Have  repeatedly 

*See  last  No,  of  the  Weilkli:  Reoister,  page  11 


b^en  made  to  filch  from  us  the  anerits  of  both;  it 
becomes,  therefore,  the  duty  of  every  ^Vmerican, 
who  has  the  honor  and  interest  of  his  country  at 
heart,  to  watch  over  them  with  the  most  scrupulous 
care. 

I have  searched  the  files  of  the  navy  office,  and 
1 have  obtained  a copy  of  a communication  made  to 
the  Secretary  Of  the  Navy  on  this  subject,  near 
nine  years  since,  which  is  another  xlesson  to  us  to 
examine  our  own  pretensions  to  the  merits  of  dis- 
covery, before  we  yield  them  to  other  nations^ 
however  ** stupendous  they  may  at  first  sight  ap- 

pear. I send  it  to  you  for  publication,  with  the 
hope,  that  the  editors  of  papers  who  have  publish**, 
ed  the  English  account,  will  also  publish  this. 

It  will  be  well  to  be  on  our  guard  lest  our  inven- 
tion of  steam  boats  and  steam  batteries  should  share 
the  fate  of  Godfrey’s  quadrant  and  the  chain  cable,... 

AN  AMERICAN. 

NAVY  YARD,  NEW  YORK,  > 

28th  July,  1808  5 

Sir — The  bomb  ketch  Vesuvius  was  yesterday 
hove  up  on  ways,  and  although  not  without  some 
difficultyy  (owing  to  the  preparations,  &c.  not  be- 
ing of  sufficient  magnitude  for  so  large  a vessel) 
the  experiment  has  nevertheless  convinced  me, 
that  our  hirgest  frigates,  or  indeed  even  ships  of 
the  line,  might  be  taken  out  of  the  water  on  a simi- 
lar principle,  to  be  coppered,  or  receive  any  other 
repairs,  at  less  than  a fourth  the  expence  of  heaving 
down,  with  proportionate  facility,  and  without  any 
risk  whatever. 

I consider  that  permanent  ways  may  be  construct- 
ed here,  that  will,  if  properly  executed,  last  fifty 
years,  to  take  up  a 74  gun  ship,  for  four  or  not  ex- 
ceeding  five  thousand  dollars;  and  I am  so  convin 
ced  of  the  correctness  of  the  principle  of  this  ma- 
chine, as  well  as  its  great  utility,  that  I am  now 
getting  a model  executed,  which  I intend  forward- 
ing to  you  for  your  consideration. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^ 
your  obedient  humble  servant,  JOHN  ROOGERS- 
The  Hon.  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  JVavy.. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  President,  while  at  Fort  Miagara  was  waited 
upon  by  a deputation  from  the  British  officers  at 
Fort  George,  saying  that  if  it  would  concur  with 
his  wishes  they  would  do  themselves  the  honor  to 
wait  upon  him.  To  this  he  replied,  that  anxious  to 
finish  his  tour  of  observation,  he  could  not  accept 
of  their  courtesy.  He  remained  only  an  hour  at 
Niagara.  When  he  approached  Malden,  the  British 
were  prepared  to  salute  him,  but  on  reaching  the 
river  he  landed  at  the  Spring  Wells,  and  was  es- 
corted into  the  city  by  the  citizens  en  which 

was  illuminated  in  the  evening,  &c.  He  was  to 
leave  Detroit  on  the  15th,  and  would  be  accom- 
panied by  Geii.  Brown  and  Gov.  Cass  as  far  as 
Chiiicothe.  He  expected  to  reach  Washington  by 
tlie  18th  September.  Tha^e  is  something  pleasant 
in  the  attentions  of  oiu*  late  enemy. 

Gcji.  Scott,  with  his  lady,  has  just  visited  the 
falls  of  Niagara,  the  battle  ground  adjacent,  &c. 
He  had  arrived  at  Sacket’s  Harbor,  where  he  \yaS 
saluted,  and  was  about  to  proceed  to  Montreal. 

Faciliy  of  travelling — A party  of  gentlem^  from 
Boston  lodged  in  this  town  on  Friday  night  last, 
having  performed  the  following  topr,  viz:  From 
Boston,  via  Albany,  to  Saratoga  Springs,  thence  by 
land  to  Buflalo,  thence  down  the  river  and  the 
whole  length  of  lajie  Ontario,  stopping  at  Osvrego, 
Sackett’s  Harbor,  &c.  thence  down  the  St,  Lawrence.,, 
stopping  at  Ogdensburg  acid  Montreal  to  Quebec, 
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thence  over  land  Llu’ongh  the  province  of  Lower 
Canada,  part  of  Vermont  and  New-IIampsliire,  hy 
Concord,  to  Bostoo.  This  route,  which  was  by  sta- 
ges and  steam-boats,  and  made  nearly  1700  miles 
in  3U  days,  with  slops  of  one  day  in  several  places 
and  two  days  at  Quebec,  and  willmut  any  apparent 
fatigue,  displays  tl;e  as.onishing  facility  of  carriage 
travelling  over  the  country,  a great  portion  of  which 
twenty  years  ago  was  a “liowling  wilderness.” 

Concord  Pat. 

The  navigation  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  -will  take  effect  ou  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber next.  IL  enacts,  tiiat  coasting  vessels  passing 
from  one  state  to  another,  (unless  it  be  an  adjoin- 
ing state,  or  on  a navigable  river  or  lake,  or  from 
Long  Island  to  liliode  Island)  shall  each  pay  a duty 
of//?y  cents  per  ton,  unless  at  least  three  fourths 
of  iier  crew  are  American  citizens;  in  which  case 
the  duty  will  be  reduced  to  six  vents  per  ton.  It 
also  enacts,  tljat  every  American  vessel  entering 
from  a foreign  port  shall  pay  a doty  of  fifty  cents 
per  ton,  unless  her  of^cers  and  at  least  hvo  thirds  of 
/ er  creiv  are  American  citizens;  but  this  proviswn 
does  not  extend  to  vessels  which  departed  from 
home  prior  to  the  fii\st  of  May  last,  un  il  after  they 
ceiurn  to  .some  port  of  the  Uultetl  St.ates. 

It  has  been  remarked  XhsJi '•‘the  season  of  insects  is 
il  season  of  plaUf' — and  so  i'  is  tlie  presovit  year. 
All  the  crops  of  grain,  grass,  &c,  ike  are  very 
abuadant — we  have  liad  the  locust  in  grea^'  num- 
bers, and  never  saw  the  cat  crpillars  so  p.‘ dutiful 
as  now,  and  other  insects  eqn  ; y abound. 

Hay  was  2U  dollars  per  to:  i i the  field,  at  Huffido, 
last  year  It  is  now  only  8 dollars  delivered  in  the 
village. 

7.  Q.  ,/?dawJS,has  been  sumpttiously  enteiMained  at 
a public  dinner  at  Boston,  Mr.  Gray  presiding; 
Messrs.  Otis,  Blake  and  Mason,  vice  presidents. 
Among  the  invited  guests  was  his  fAher.  Tlie 
toasts  were  American.  The  following  are  proper 
for  record — a nesv  language  is  used  at  Bosson: 

The  United  States. — .Vlay  our  public  officers 
abroad  and  at  home  continue  to  be  distinguished  for 
integrity,  talents  and  patrioiiiim. 

Hail  Columbia. 

The  President  of  the  U.  States. — The  firm  consis- 
tent and  unassuming  statesman,  whose  public  and 
private  virtues  secure  to  him  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  his  fellow  citizens. 

President  Monroe^ s JMarch. 
Thomas  Jefferson — James  Madison — In  their  retire- 
ment from  the  cares  of  public  life,  may  the  evening 
of  their  days  be  lo7ig^  trmiquil  and  happy. 

Jefferson  U7id  Madison's  March. 
A77ieri0<m  Mau7ifact7i7vs — A sure  and  necessary  ob- 
jectfor  the  security  of  American  Independence. 

Ode  to  Independe7ice. 

The  Commissioners  at  Ghent. — The  negociaiions 
for  Peace  have  been  declared  in  the  British  House 
of  Lords,  to  \vear  the  stamp  of  American  superiori- 
ty. Yankee  Doodle. 

The  Ar7fiify  and  our  distinguished  JUiliiary  Officers. 
Their  conduct  has  supplied  an  example  of  exact 
ilidcipline,  determined  valour,  and  generous  feeling, 
that  veterans  might  be  proud  to  imitate. 

IVreaths  for  the  Chieftain. 
United  States  Bank.  It  is  understood  that  Mr. 
.Sergeant  who  went  to  England  on  business  of  the 
United  Slates’  bank,  had  perfectly  succeeded  in 
and  completed  the  desired  arrangements. 

The  Medtiei-anean  Squadron. — The  London  Times 
of  the  14th  July,  states  that  the  “American  squad- 
ron, commanded  by  Com.  Chauucey,  which  had  been 
JR  Uieharfcor  gf  MarseiU^sj  aiTiv^  off  Leghorn  the 


21st  ult.  It  consists  of  the  Washington  of  86  guns 
and  780  men,  and  two  frigates,  the  United  States  of' 
44  guns  and  440  men,  and  the  Constellation  of  oC 
guns  and  330  men.” 

Washington  August  29— The  following  is  acopy 
the  order  detailing  the  Army  Court  which  hVs 
been  summoned  by  liie  War  I)e;  ;*rtment  to  meet 
in  this  city  on  the  10th  proximo.* 

Adjutant  ami  Inspector  G<-'neral’s  office,  Aug.  27,  1S17. 
Gcnei'uL  Order.  ' 

A General  Court  Martial  will  assemble  at  Davis* 
Hotel,  in. the  City  of  Washingt  n,  on  Wednesday  the 
10th  of  Sept,  next,  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners 
as  may  be  brought  before  it.  Tlte  Court  will  be“ 
composed  as  follows: 

Colonel  IVilliam  Hing,  4th  Inf.  President. - 

>1EMEERS, 

Col.  G.  E.  Miiihell,~CovTpi  Art. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Ball,  Ui.  Inf. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  LavjTe7ice,  3ih  Inf. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  K.  Armistend,  Engineers*.- 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  Ai'misieadf  ’Corpa  Art. 

Lieut.  Col.  /7  Cfjrps  Art. 

sui'ehmumeuauies. 

Major  J.  IV.  Davis,  Stuff. 

Major  W.  M'Do7iald,  Staff. 

A Judge  Advocate  will  be  appointed,  and  further' 
instruction  will  be  given  through  the  President  of 
the  Court  in  after  orders. 

. By  order. — D.  Parkei',  Adj.  and  Insp.  Ge7i. 

This  Court,  as  we  staled  yesterday,  has  been  de-" 
tailed  by  the  War  Department,  at  the  request  of 
the  Navy,  for  the  trial  of  Lieut.  Col.  Wharton  of  the 
Marines;  who,  as  a marine  officer,  is  only  subject  to 
the  articles  of  war  while  serving  on  sliore. 

This  court  is  most  respectable  for  the  rank,  ta- 
lents, and  military  services,  of  its  members. 

The  French  emigrants. — By  a respectable  Indian 
agent,  now  at  tlie  seat  of  government  we  learn,  that 
in  coming  up  the  Ohio,  he  met  upwards  of  a hun- 
dred Frenchmen,  at  different  times,  directing  their 
course  towards  tlie  new  settlement  on  the  Tombig- 
bee. 

General  count  Clausel  and  general  Lefebre  Des- 
nouetles  have  sailed  from  Philadelphia  with  a ship- 
load of  passengers  bound  to  the  Mobile.  Marshal 
Grouchy,  the  two  generals  Latiemand,  Generals  Van- 
du7nme,  Laka7ial,  Pcn7iiers,  Gamier  de  Saintes.j 
count  Real,  &c.  are  at  the  head  of  this  enterprise,- 
All  these  disiinguished  men  liave  the  means  of  doing 
much  good.  Never  was  a project  set  on  foot  under 
belter  auspices,  or  entered  into,  as  we  learn,  with 
more  ardour  and  fuller  determination  to  make  a fair 
experiment,  to  siiow  what  Frenchmen  can  do.  “1  am 
astonished,”  said  a capitalist  of  Piiiladelpliia,  to  ge  - 
nerals Clausel  and  Desnouettes,  that  sucli  men  as 
you,  who  have  money  at  command,  siiould  under- 
take such  a don  Quixote  expedition,  when,  by  tak- 
ing your  stand  in  the  exchange,  you  would  get  20 
per  cent,  for  your  money  without  trouble.”  “We 
have  been  accustomed  (replied  general  Clausel)  to 
labor  for  the  glory  and  happiness  of  our  country, 
not  to  prey  upon  their’s,  or  other  people’s  necessi- 
ties”— A reply  which  remarks  a noble  mind. 

J^at.  Lit. 

Miss  “Caraboo,”  or  Poll  Baker,  mentioned  in  our 
last,  quizzing  certain  persons  in  Eugland,  see  page 
10 — has  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  She  is  said  to  be 
a very  handsome  wench;  but  is  not  of  the  sort  of 
emigrants  that  we  want. 

The  great  sea  serpent  seems  yet  to  be  on  the 
eastern  coast.  Many  efforts  are  made  to  catejh  hirn 
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\n  Ithout  success.  AVe  e^inect  a nrore  particular 
account  of  Inm. 

United  StiueiP  Bimh.—Thtve  has  been  a great 
rise  in  the  price  of  t!ie  s'ock  of  the  bank  o-f  tlie 
United  States,  and  the  influence  of  this  Institiition, 
we  are  not  witliotit  our  fears,  will  pass  to  the  othei 
side  of  the  water.”  'J'he  stock  is  at  155  a 16 J,  for 
100|S  paid!  The  rise  is  said  to  be  caused  by  orders 
n-oni  kusland  to  purcliase  it  up  at  such  advanced 
prices. 

J'lxports  from  the  port  of  .Wir  Orle^ans,  tne  two  lusl 
Qtiarlera  from  the  \at  Junuarij  to  the  Isr  Julij,  1817. 
ilaics  of  Cotton  . - - - • 4800U 

Hogsheads  of  Sug-ar  - * - 8000 

Barrels  of  Flour 8i000 

Barrels  tf  Pork  ...  - 10400 

Bushels  of  Wheat  - - - - 69000 

Bushels  of  Com  ...  - 91000 

Hogsheads  of  Tobacco  ...  18000 

Bxpoit  of  Tobacco  from  Orleans  to  Europe. 
April  12.  Missouri,  Gibraltar  - - 248  lilids. 

April  23.  Patriot  do  - - 306  « 

May  1.  Adbert  do  - - - 240  “ 

Miy  6.  Juo.  Decknaan  do  - . - 325  “ 

Juue  22.  William  do  - • - 320  “ 

June  22.  Laora  do  - • - 394  “ 

1833  hhds. 


April  22.  Lucies,  Falmouth  • * 100  hhds, 

May  12.  Watson,  London  - - - 15  “ 

May  12.  Elizabeth,  Liverpool  - - 87  “ 

dune  14.  Good  Return  do  - - 200  “ 

June  14.  Asia,  Greenock  - - - 48  “ 

June  16.  Recovery,  Liverpool  7 - 19  “ 

June  20.  Palinpre,  - do  * - 262  “ 

July  16,  Charlotte  do  - ' - 170 


901  hhds. 

July  '20.  Freedom,  for  Cowc&  310  “ 


1211  hhds. 

Orleans,  2d  .dri^vst,  1817. 

The  compensation  Jaiw. — It  is  stated  that  not 
more  than  one  of  the  old  members  of  Congress  will 
be  returned  by  Tennessee,  on  account  of  the  com- 
pensation law.  Gov.  M’Miim  is  re-elected  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 

Died,  recently  at  New  York,  John  Rodney,  of  the 
U S.  Navy,  eldest  surviving  son  of  Cxsar  A Rod- 
nev,  esq.  of  Delaware.  He  was  attached  to  the  On- 
tario, and  his  funeral  attended  by  the  officers  of 
the  ship,  the  seamen  bearing  his  body  to  the  tomb. 
He  was  about  19  years  of  age. 

South  Carolma  mourns  the  loss  of  another  re- 
volutionary patriot — the  good,  the  great  and  vene- 
rable gen.  PiCKKWS,  died  suddenly  on  the  Hth  ult. 

^Militai'y  Academy,  iVest  Poini — There  has  been 
a disturbance  among  the  cadets  at  this  post.  The 
government,  it  seems  has  thought  proper  to  place 
Alajor  Thayer\n  command  at  West  Point;  the  boys 
wished  Capt.  Partndge-,  and,  it  appears,  they  refus- 
ed obedience  to  Major  T.  AVe  shall,  propabVy, 
have  a regular  statement  of  the  affair,  if  it  deserves 
ii,  for  cur  next. 

Charleston — Deaths  for  the  week  ending  August 
24th — 49;  of  wiiich  3 were  by  billious  fever,  1 l^y 
country  fever,  6 worm  fever,  and  22  yellow  fever. 

The  Jtlind  Restored. — Tue  following  account  is 
from  a Bengal  paper. — A very  interesting  case  has 
;]ust  occurred,  of  a person  &orn  blind,  being  restored 
to  sight  by  the  means  of  a surgical  operation  i A 
native  of  Burdwoin,  of  the  age  of  18,  was  lately 
srtat  by  his  family  to  D;.  wljoae  »upc§ss 


in  the  removal  of  the  cataract,  tliey  had  heard  by 
public  report — The  operation  was  performed  on 
the  26tli,  and  in  six  days  he  began  to  sec  and  dis- 
tinguish objects.  He  conlirmeJ,  with  readiness,  the 
conclusion  so  obvious,  from  tlm  feelings  of  Dr. 
Chesselden’s  patients  that  our  common  judgment 
of  ligure,  quantity  and  distance,  is  not  an  inherent 
facjulty  ir»  llie  mind,  but  a pr.ictical  result,  from  the 
ever  repeated  experiment  of  comparing  the  per- 
spective with  the  actual  figure,  bulk  or  distance — 
For  a cricket  Ixall  was  put  in  one  hand,  and  a cake 
of  soap  in  the  other,  and  he  was  desired  to  describe 
their  shape — he  was  unable  to  do  it  by  his  newly 
acquired  and  inexperienced  vision,  and  was  obligee! 
to  have  constant  recource  to  the  more  practised 
sense  of  feeling.  AVhen  any  object  is  presentetl 
to  him,  although  he  can  without  hesitation  declare 
ii,s  color,  he  is  wholly  unable  to  decide  on  its  qu.  lit^ 
until  he  is  allowed  to  handle  it. 

Masoel  AAT’Uzel. — Fromthc  Lon^ Island  Star. — A 
root  of  the  Mangel  AVurzel,  of  lai\ge  sugar  beet,  is 
new  growing  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  James  Engle,  on 
Brooklyn  Heights,  whicJi  measured  on  Tliursday 
last  fourteen  and  a kaf  inches  in  circumference.  It 
was  measured  several  indies  above  ground. — M.ijor 
Phillips,  of  Smith  town,  has  a very  promising  patcli 
of  the  Mangel  Wurzel,  and  last  year  proved  them 
to  be  very  excellent  for  milch  cows,  and  liogs. 

PtaleiHy  Philaddphus,  succtecleii  his  father  Lagos 
0.1  tlie  throne  of  Egypt,  about  285  3 ears  before  th%^ 
Christian  era.  During  the  whole  of  his  reign  lie 
was  employed  in  exciting  industry,  creating  em- 
ployments, and  in  encouraging  the  liberal  arts  and 
useful  knowledge  among  his  subjects,  Ptolemy 
could  boast  of  reigning  over  33,339  well  peopled 
cities  ! He  gtive  every  possible  encouragement  to 
commerce,  and  by  keeping  two  powerful  fleets,  one 
in  the  Mediterranean,  a.nd  the  other  in  the  Red  sea, 
he  made  Egypt  the  free  ami  secure  part  of  the 
world.  His  army  consisted  of  200,000  foot,  40,000 
horse,  besides  300  elephants,  and  2000  armed 
chariots.  AAnth  justice  he  lias  been  called  the; 
richest  of  all  the  princes  and  monarch. s of  his  age 
— at  his  death  he  left  in  his  treasury  750,000  Egyp- 
tian talent.s,  a sum  equivalent  to  two  hundred  mil- 
lions steriiiig!  His  palace  was  the  asylum  of  learned 
men,  whom  he  admired  and  patronised.  He  paid 
particular  attention  to  all  tlie  Sciences,  to  Letters 
and  to  Poetry,  in  Euclid,  Theocritus,  Cullim.-chus, 
and  Lycopliron;  by  increasing  the  library  which  his 
father  had  founded,  he  shewed  Ids  love  of  learning, 
and  his  wish  to  encourage  genius.  This  celebrated 
library,  at  bis  death  contained  200,000  volumes  of 
the  choicest  books;  it  was  afterwards  increasetl  to 
700,000  volumes.  AVe  are  indebted  to  him  for  tl.e 
Greek  translation  of  the  Scriptures,  Septuagint, 
because  translated  by  the  labors  of  seventy  learned 
persons. — Jjondon  paper. 

Aiiburn  JVew-York  July  23. — Tlie  waters  of  the 
OwatJCo  lake  and  its  outlet,  passing  tbrough  this 
village,  have  been  singularly  affected  during  the 
last  week;  tiie  water  naturally  very  clear  and  pure, 
became  very  thick,  of  a greenish  hue,  emitting  a. 
most  nauseous  smell.  Many  fishes  were  seen  float- 
ing down,  some  dead,  otiiers  nearly  e.xhausted. 
A'^arious  causes  have  been  assigned  for  these  phe* 
nomena,  such  as,  the  heat  of  ths  weather,  the 
calmness  of  the  atmosphere,  and  consequent  de- 
composition of  a portion  of  the  water.  The  waters 
have  now  nearly  acquired  their  original  sweetness 
and  purity.  We  are  informed  that  the  neighboring 
lake,  the  Skaneateless,  has  not  been  aifected  iii  a 
similar  manner — we  see  no  reason  why  the  likn 
causes  should  not  product  the  like  effects  in  but). 
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instances.  Exaggerated  accounts  may  have  gone 
abroad  respecting  this  affair,  we  state,  for  the  in-  i 
formation  of  the  public,  that  no  evil  consequence  j 
has  arisen  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  do 
we  think  any  are  to  be  anticipated. 

Natural  Curiosity-— miles  from  Canandaigua, 
is  a spring  of  pure  and  very  cold  Water,  which  boils 
up  in  the  centre,  and  from  which  which  issue  flashes 
of  blue  flame.  On  one  side  of  the  spring  is  a cavern, 
in  the  side  of  a rock;  on  creeping  into  which,  and 
applying  a lighted  segarto  some  of  its  orifices,  the 
air  takes  fire,  and  fills  the  whole  cavern  so  suddenly 
as  hardly  to  give  time  for  escape.  Catskill  Recorder. 

Travelling. — \ new  line  of  stages  is  shortly  to  run 
from  Petersburg  to  Georgetown,  S.  C.  by  way  of 
Belfield,  Halifax,  Tarborough,  Greenville,  Wash- 
ington, Newbern  and  Wilmington. 

Longevity. — Died,  on  the  17th  of  May  last,  at 
Middlesex,  (Stamford)  Connecticut,  Mr.  Eliseph 
Whitney,  aged  one  hundred  and  three  years  three 
months  and  three  days  ! He  left  seven  children,  51 
grandchildren,  121  great  grandchildren,  and  15 
great-great  grandchildren. 

JVegpo  traders. — We  have  Sieen  letters  from 
Lo^isianat  which  put  it  beyond  a doubt  that  many 
African  negroes  are  smuggled  into  that  state,  by 
way  of  the  coast  beyond  the  Mississippi — too  long 
the  scene  of  piracy  and  smuggling.  We  cannot 
but  express  a hope,  now  that  we  can  do  it  so  easily, 
that  these  things  may  be  put  an  end  to  immediate- 
ly,. A few  light  vessels  would  finish  it,  and  they 
could  not  be  better  employed. 

Domestic  manufactures. — It  is  intimated  in  a New 
York  paper,  that  British  goods,  labelled  as  Ame- 
rican, are  sold  as  such  in  that  city,  especially  shirt- 
ings, of  a very  inferior  quality. 

Flour.— On  the  25th  ult.  200  barrels  of  flour, 
were  sold  on  the  wharf  at  Charleston,  for  eighteen 
dollars  per  barrel. 

A steam  saw  mill  is  in  operation  at  Charleston. 
The  engine  is  of  24  horse  power  and  designed  also 
to  grind  grain,  pound  rice  &c. 


Falls  of  Salmon  River, 

FROM  THE  ALBANY  GAZETTE 

Salmon  river  rises  among  the  elevated  wilds  of 
Jefferson,  Lewis  and  Oswego,  (formerly  a part  of 
Oneida)  counties.  The  several  branches  of  this 
stream  unite  in  the  town  of  Redfield,  now  in  the 
county  of  Oswego,  about  thirty-six  miles  north  of 
Rome.  This  river,  from  its  sources  to  its  conflu- 
ence with  lake  Ontario,  runs  m all  its  windings, 
about  sixty  or  seventy  miles;  but  a direct  line  from 
the  source  of  the  western  branch,  to  the-  lake, 
would  probably  not  exceed  half  that  distance. — 
About  sixteen  miles  from  the  lake,  near  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  town  of  Richland,  are  situate  the 
falls,  which  are  the  subject  of  this  article,  and 
which  affords  one  of  the  most  sublime  spectacles  of 
nature. 

Having  a few  years  since  resided  several  months 
in  what  is  termed  “the  Black  River  Country,”  the 
editor  had  frequent  opportunities  of  visiting  and 
examining  this  wonderfiil  cataract.  The  river  at 
and  from,  the  cataract,  runs  nearly  south  west;  so 
that  the  most  advantageous  position  for  a clear  and 
distinct  view,  is  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  a few 
^•ods  west  of  the  fall,  which  is  one  hundred  and  ten 
.feet,  perpendicular  descent.  At  the  time  we  visit, 
ed  this  tremendous  cataract,  the  country  for  seve- 
ml  D^es  round,  was  without  inhabitant.  The 


face  of  it  is  uneven,  the  woods  thick,  and  rendered 
I dark  and  gloomy  by  quantities  of  hemlock  and 
j spruce.  This  circumstance  adds  much  to  the  “de- 
licious gloom  and  terror”  of  the  traveller,  as  he  ap- 
proaches the  cataract,  and  as  the  thundering  sou-;d 
of  the  waters,  rushing  into  their  foaming  bed,  in- 
crease upon  his  Tears.  Upon  the  site  abovemen- 
tioned,  the  spectator  has  a full  view  of  the  fall,  and 
of  the  river  for  near  a mile  above,  in  which  distance 
the  water  descends  upon  a smooth  inclined  plain  of 
rock,  probably  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet.  Adding 
this  to  the  perpendicular  fall  of  110  feet,  makes  the 
whole  fall  about  140  feet.  The  prospect  to  the 
south  extends  about  one  fourth  of  a mile  where, 
from  a sudden  turn  farther  south,  the  channel  ap- 
parently buries  itself  in  the  gloom  of  a dark  and  dis- 
mal forest.  The  greater  part  of  this  distance  the 
spectator  has  a faint  view  of  the  stream,  as  it  rush- 
es with  great  violence  against  the  rocks  and  crags 
at  the  bottom  of  the  deep  and  narrow  crater.  At 
the  main  fall,  the  water  rushes  perpendicularly 
down  without  obstruction,  until  near  the  bottom 
where  it  dashes  with  tremendous  force  against  the 
projecting  crags  of  the  rock,  from  whence  the  foam 
continually  rises  like  a thick  cloud,  chilling  the  sur- 
rounding atmosphere  for  some  distance  The  gloomji- 
ness  of  the  forest,  and,  in  clear  weather,  the  rain- 
bows, livid  and  brilliant,  playing  upon  the  spray, 
added  to  the  deafening  thundering  of  the  appalling 
cataract,  present  to  the  beholder  a scene  of  won- 
der, terror  and  dismay,  which  set  description  at  de- 
fiance. 

The  river  at  the  fall  is  about  15  or  20  rods  iff 
width,  and  continues  about  the  same  for  a mile  and 
an  half  below.  The  banks  of  the  crater  or  gulph 
continue  at  the  lofty  height  of  from  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  nearly 
the  same  distance.  They  are  generally  perpendicu- 
lar, but  frequent  shelve  over  10,  15  and  20  feet.— 
About  twenty  rods  below  the  cataract  is  a place 
where  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  the  gulph 
can  be  descended.  Below  the  cataract  is  a tremen- 
dous whirlpool  which  renders  it  extremely  danger- 
ous for  boats  to  approach  within  many  rods  of  the 
fall.  Salmon  are  caught  at  this  place  in  great  abun» 
dance. 

In  the  winter,  in  clear  weather,  the  beauty  and 
brilliancy  is  much  brightened  by  the  sparkling 
chrystalline  appearance  of  the  trees,  occasioned  by' 
the  spray  that  falls  upon  them  and  congeals.  We 
have  there  witnessed  isicles  hanging  from  the  shelv- 
ing rocks,  which  we  should  judge  to  be  six  or  eight 
feet  in  diameter,  and  sixty  or  eighty  feet  in  length. 
When  rays  of  the  sun  strike  upon  these,  which  can 
only  be  between  the  hours  of  11  and  2,  the  eye 
gazes  in  transport  upon  a thousand  varying  hues, 
causing  it  to  appear  more  like  enchantment  than 
reality.  But  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  finest 
fancy  to  make  a faithful  representation  of  the  scenes 
“at  once  to  clothe  it  in  its  rugged  horrors  of  subli- 
mity, and  in  all  its  charms  of  exquisite  beauty.” 

Full  TUADE.  St.  Lovisy  June  14.  Manual  Lisa> 
esq.  arrived  here  yesterday  from  fort  Lisa,  45  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  river  Platt,  on  the  Missouri, 
with  a valuable  cargo  of  furs  and  peltries,  said  to 
be  worth  35,000  dollars.  We  learn  that  the  Indians 
generally  are  at  war  with  one  another.  No  accident 
happened  to  Mr.  L’s  party  except  in  one  instance. 
A party  of  Sioux  (thought  to  be  a war  party)  met 
a few  of  the  laborers  three  miles  from  the  fort,  and 
shot  through  the  body  with  an  arrow,  Pedro  Anto- 
nio, a Spaniard.  The  Indians  might  have  cut  off'  the 
A'hole  p.arty  if  they  v/ere  inclined  to  do  farther  miS- 
qhief. 
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pniNTi:n  and  puuli«?hed  uy  h.  .il-.s.  at  45  r*:n  axnc,m  pavah;  ? . 
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weeks  ^ ,,  ,ic,c  i/:r  v c* 

T.'ie  extra-bhor  rcq-iired  to  prepare  and  pu’eiid.  are  exceedLii<-ia  inteTiUite'd  Vhou^^  ' 

the  index  (evthe  l.et  volux.e--lhe  military  parade  seml'it  iot  you!^  f 

)r  of  tli2  annircrsarv  of  tike  battle  I 'r/xKxn.  * lE 

i;h  the  lime  lo'Ct  In  ven.ilrinrr  nnel  — t,  Sv^l  jOUS"'— 1 IlllV  C tllwil'' 


yesterday,  in  honor 


fcctions.  We  have  rather  admired  some  "If 
your  vvn  tjiios  than  res^ectst/ their  author— been 

tickled  XVltit  vmin  -1’  • » 


To  Mr.  William  Cobbett. 

1^  7/  ic.'t/yenea  uieirautiiof — been 

\Uckled  wiiu  your  satire,  instead  of  convinced 
‘ your  reasoning.  We  were  well  pleased 

to  ‘ .najor  the  venerable  j^naXu  ll'?‘oc^.S!mlfbel 

:L:frs  so„mthnes,w 


dm  tin 


you- 

letter  to 

leader  of  reiunii,  in  v. men,  ueienomw  youi’-i\vit  nntl  nmur-orirv,.  .,.wi  „ a-  ... 

seirasrainsta  charse  n.elV.rrea  ^“^Igreat st,d>gtl?of /oVrVeuml^^^^ 

ler  ol  havnig  ormer  y v^-,ttenaga,ns  thc^^^  l,,tVecn  you  and  us.  i <m  arc 

f77tTb7\t^y  von  "avE‘^  if mistaken  Jndee.l,  if  Imu  h7v^  t 

lantiiDcitus  yoj»ay  I the  extensive  circulation  of  some 


<‘jf  !i>y  wrLiiigs  — , .»n.;»3uictn  uie 

‘‘(ami  .hat  I did  not  know  </,m  they  )m,l  mt  done  people  into  tile  ship  to  sceTouVdie^IIon^nt  h 
d.em  I, arm)  ,t  .vaa  torly  to  be  ascribed  <e  the  w,.  was  known  you  liad  anived  in  New  V,,  X ' 
^•jnst  and  tyranmcid  treatment  Tjhich  I experienced  in  wjic  mo-rt  Vo,al  • -a  -0.  u— J? 

^^jimerica.  This  was  piibli;.hed  at  New  York  last  i i !•'"*  , CUi losity,  Sir;  they  ol  Pliila- 

«year,  long  before  I had  any  thonglits  of  coming  to  would  h;ive  been  cquailv  anxious  to 

in  erica.  ' " ' I hnva  caa.a  \t  .^o  . ..‘,r 

‘dliat  [ am  r 

.“York  before  it  will  reach  Etiglan.l;  u.\\a  here  Ire 
^‘peai  my  f.nner  luordd,  with  tliis  addition,  that,  be- 
* ing  aRCKlentally  here  iipt>n  the  spot,  / u-iH  yet 
*' have  juslice  done  me  for  tliat  tyrannical  treatment; 

“or,  in  case  of  refusal  of  justice,  I will  make  known 
“to  every  corner  of  tlte  world  what  that  treatment 
‘*'Vas.  I am  no  flatterer  of  any  hod}-,” 


before  I had  any  thonglits  of  coming  to,,  vvmdd  luive  been  C(}uidly  anxious  to 

But  here  I am  now.  This  Register  Garrciboo,  or.  Folb;  Baker  it 

now  writing,  will  bepubllslied  at  New-  they  had  known  of  tier  einiTratioiri’^  seaVon 
re  it  will  reach  Ene-lan.h  an.i  hrr>^  T ..  for  it,  Vve  have  no  belief  tLt  y,)u  n-o^a  re- 
publican, enamored  oi’  our  constitution,*  and 
truly  zealous  tor  our  success— we  fed  and 
ft./iozc7  tnat  you  txxc,  taixl^n^lidir.ian;  and  have 
imputed  your  favorable  re, marks  about  us  nmre 
to  a tjiorough  oppo.ntion  to  tlie  ineasu‘e3  o*' 
jmur  own  government,  than  to  any  love  that  von 
had  tor  us.  At/7mue,  you  mayMand  as  a‘re* 
piiblicaiiamongst  monarchists^  but  vouare  only 
a.  monarchist  anjong  republicans/  i fell  you 
tins  ‘‘plainly,”  for  ( am  not  more  apt  to  ‘‘hat- 
ter any  one”  tiian  you  are.  Nor  can  1 see  how 
your  aJjuse  of  us  heretofore,  I say  4.buse  Mr' 
Codbetb  is  to  be  ‘vK\lRLY  ascribed  to  the  un- 
just and  tyrannical  treatment”  wiiich,you  sav 
\y'd  expcnencedin  dmeiica.  lu  the  mUita^a 
diaracterof  yuar  country,  and  in  the  general 
management  of  your  government,  there  cer- 
tainly is  asmucii,  il  not  more,  cool,  deliberate 
and  cakulating  cruelty^  than  is  to  be  found  in 
.i.:iy  other  people— one'  of  your  king’s  brave 


I have  copied  the  preceding,  letter  and  point, 
and  marked  its  italics  as  in  your  ^“i;egister’^ 
before  me— and  frankly  declare  to  you^tliat  I 
am  displeased  witli  its  manner  as  well  as  its 
matter*  The  first,  brings  to  re^col lection  some 
anecdotes  of  “farmer  Farkinson,^^*  of  book- 
making notoriety,  W’ho  alwhiys  began  an  argii- 
ment  (no  matter  what  was  the  subject)  with 
•'Hies  be  a free  horn  Ifenglishmand^  Tiie  se- 
cond, presents  a seriouj  c7inrg‘5,  and  makes  a 
terrible  threat  against  my  count  y;  a ciian’c 
that  you  are  hereby  called  upon  to  substantlare. 
If  you  do  substantiate  it — so  much  do  1 love 
justice  and  hate  tyranny,  that  I will  cheerfully 


*He  was  for  some  tioie  in  the  neighborhood  of.  gi’enadiers  charged  ba^'onet  on  my  mouther  in  r 
vr’xTu,~f  tirfore  I b«?n,  to  till,  as  he  gallamlyXi^K 
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‘ two  rehehat  once,'^^  and  very  nearly  ettected 
iL  But  it  was  not  on  that  circomstance  thatl 
formed  my  opinions  and  have  expressed  them 
so  freely — individual  case,  and  in  resped 
to  an  act  attempted  by  an  individual^  had  no 
rij^ht  to  pass  for  a gemml  account,  and  cannot 
be  “fairly”  brought  into  it.  If  the  goveriimeni 
of  a country,  or  the  people  at  large,  had  deli- 
berately acted  upon  it,  the  case  would  havebeen 
ditferent.  1 lived  in  Philadelphia  in  the  days 
of  the  “black-cockade,”  which  I always  gave 
pou  the  credit  of  getting  up;  and,  tliough  tl^en 
young,  and  an  apprentice,  was  not  a careless 
observer  of  things.  I had  many  good  oppor- 
tiinitles  of  kriowing  your  conduct  to  others, 
and  the.  conduct  of  ot’iers  to  you — and  never 
before  heard,  except  it  may  have  been  so  said 
by  yourself,  tliat  you  were  treated  with  so  much 
“injustice  and  tyralii.nj,”  as  to  subject  us,  at 
this  late  day,  to  your  veng'ectnce.  And,  you 
vrere  so  treated,  it  v/as  the  act  of  individuals^ 
exasperated  by  your  uncouth  denunciations  of 
the  best  men  in  America.  Come  to  the  point, 
sir:  let  us  hear  your  grievances — if  we,  as  a 
body,  have  wronged  you,  so  as  to  justijp  you 
in  what  you  have  said  of  us,  I shall,  indeed,  be 
sorry  to  hear  it,  but  v/ill  confess  my  country’s 
sin,  and  ask  you  to  ^Torget  and  forgive  it.”  I 
hold  it  more  honest,  and  more  iionorable,  to 
acknowledge  an  error  than  persist  in  one;  and, 
as  I always  have  said,  an^i  seriously  believed^ 
tliat  yoii  were  not  treated  according  to  the  full 
amount  of  your  mideservlngs^  1 shall  feel  it  a 
duty  to  say  that  I had  erroneous  vieiMS  of 
things as  is  declared  of  your  king  in  the  bul- 
letins about  him--llie  moment  tliat  I am  con- 
vinced of  it.  I have  supposed  that  you  may 
allude  to  the  saintediZws/j’sprosecution  against 
vou,  for  defamation  in  Forcupinel^s  Gazette. 
Who  was  Dr.  Mush?  A man  whose  ruune  will 
be  familiar,  when  even  the  crimes  committed 
in  the  reign  of  George  III.  are  faintly  remem- 
bered. You  called  the  pr  actice  of  that  snper- 
eipinent  physician  into  question! — njoii  would 
tvave  ruined  him  in  his  profession — you  would 
have  Iieggared  the  family  of  tiiat  angel  of  bene- 
hcence.  Why? — because  he.  had  signed  the 

dec!  ar  at  ion  of  independence,  and  refused  his 
mnci  ion  to  the  mad  doings  of  your  day.  That 
prosecution,  with  the  returning  good  sense  ol 
the  people,  drove  you,  and  your  principles. 
“ho,me;”  where  JVhidhaiu  said  that  you  de- 
<;?.rved  a ‘‘statue  of  gold”  for  ^miir  services 
here.  I wTcS  among  those  whp  were  well  pleas- 
ed V ith  the  departure  of  both:  t)ie  scheme  was 
to  ruin  this  republic  by  driving  it  into  an  alii- 
with  England — and  I tlien  thought  and 
sbll  believe,  and  will  teach  it  to  my  children, 
ilia.t  it  was,  :ind  i^,  and  always  must  be,  safer 
and  better  for  the.  United  States  to  be  at  war 
with  tluiu  allied  to  your  country,  under  its 
present  system  of  government.  The  great  pur- 
pose, and  you,  the  high-priest  of  the  intended' 
fiiiled;  yet.T  would  repept  even  that 


failure,  if  it  were  proved  to  have  i esulted  t om 
such  rank  injustice  and  tyranny  as  you  speak 
of.  I love  more  than  my  country,  and 

hate  tyranny  as  much  as  I deprecate  your  ad- 
miral Cockbuim,  who  kindly  proiniseci  himself 
t)ie  pleasure  of  setting  fire  to  my  office  with  his 
OMm  hands — when  he  got  to  Baltimore.  You 
have  made  a v.^eighty  cliarge,  proudly  stepping- 
out  of  your  Avay  to  make  it,  and  on  it  pom- 
pously bottomed  a justification  of  you  ■ former 
conduct  towards  Us.  1 flatly  deny  the  right 
or  justice  of  that  charge — and  totally  reject  the 
pretended  justification.  The  proof  of  it,  in 
right  and  reason,  naturally  lies  with  you,  for 
you  arc  in  the  affirmative.  If  you  are  ingenious 
enough  to  make  out  the  case,  and  cori  ect  me  of 
error,  (and  I know  that  your  ingenuity  is  very 
great)  you  shall  have  my  thanks  for  it:  but,  be 
pleased  to  observe,  that  I am  curious  about 
days  and  dates,  and  the  like,  and  must  have 
the  facias, naked  and  bare,  to  judge  of,  for  myself 
— not  your  speculations  on  things  assumed  as 
such.  .\n  investigation  of  this  aftair  may  bring 
forwa-d  some  “modern  antiquities”  of  a very 
amusing,  if  not  of  an  instructive  character. 

Do  not  consider  this  as  an  attack  upon  you— 
it  is  defensive  only.  Y ou  have  wantonly  attack- 
ed us— -3mu  have  attempted  to  slap  us  in  the 
face  at  the  moment  you  sat  down  at  our  table, 
and  found  an  asylum  with  us.  We  had 
treated  you  courteously;  and,  as  we  did  not" 
send  for  you,  the  least  we  can  expect  of  you  is^ 
that  you  will  behave  decorously.  As  to  my- 
self, 1 have  felt  much  reluctance  at  the  pros- 
pect of  engaging  in  a “wordy  with  you, 
a colossus  in  your  way  of  wnting;  feeling  that, 
in  every  thing, «cZ  captandam,  you  are  vastly  ray 
superior.  But  a stone  from  the  brook,  in  the 
hand  of  a strippling,  brougiit  down  Goliah; 
and  I am  supported  with  an  internal  evidence 
that  I have  ti  uth  and  justice  on  my  side.  Yet 
the  question  that  chiefly  perplexed  me  was 
this — whether,  according  to  the  line  that  I have 
marked  out  for  myself  within  which  to  conduct 
this  work,  I ought  to  notice  your  accusation 
and  tiueat,  or  not.  But,  considei  iug  that  you 
had  Written  a public  letter  to  me,  and  that  I 
had  written  a public  letter  to  you,  and  fur- 
ther, been  an  instrument  to  give  an  extensive 
circulation  to  many  of  your  essays— -I  inclined 
to  tlie  belief  that  it  became  me  to  demand  of 
you  an  explanation  and  amplification  of  your 
charges  against  us.  1 made  up  my  mind  upon 
this  while  I was  drinking  my  coffee  this  very 
evening  and,  leaving  the  supper  table/,  have, 
written  the  preceding,  cur  rente  catamo.*  'the 
watchman  has  just  gone  by  crying  “past  ten/’ 
and  I bid  you  good  ni^lit.  H.  NILES. 
Baltimore,  JMonday  Evatvy,  Sept.  8,  1817. 

may  further  observe,  that  **nolime  tangere  lacet^ 
nt  impuneF  a truly  Scotch  motto,  is  mine,  when  my 
^country  \s  assailed.  I repea\  it,  you  have  wantonly 
ssailed  it,  and  on  several  occasions.  I am,  and  will 
be,  as  proud  as  you  are,  in  a cas^like  this^ 
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Kmi2;i'ation  Statistics.  |Of  wWich  increase^  30, coo  umv  be  by  eipi^ia- 

We  mentioned  in  our  laat  paper  an  idle  tale'  tion.  As  “a  drop  in  the  bucket,”  whiui  vie'.veil 
circulated  at  Paris  savino;,  that  the  French; relation  to  t)ie  whole  body  of  tlie  people.  Not 
einiffi-aiits  who  had  reached  the  United  States^  ""ssed  in  tl;e  coimtnes  they  came  from,  iior 
did  not  amount  to  a less  number  than  hero^  except  in  certain  small  circles  of  tlie 

thousand;  which  we  lauj^hed  at,  and  shev/ed  community. 

-4lie  impossibility  of.  It  brought  to  recollection  English  clia-  ge  us  with  boasting  of  wliat 

another  story  that  was  seriously  told  by ‘‘gravel  " c shall  he — they,  tliemsclves,  hoast  of  wliat 

and  revereiid  gentlemen”  m Maruhnd,  aml|they  nr^.  ..Now,  these  are  very  natural  thing-:* 
intruded  into  every  cottage,  a few  years  ago,  like  a young  man  just  entered  upon  a 

setting  forth,  that  Bonaparte,  about  to  take'?:«-eixt  and  extensive  business,  wh.icli  lie  sees 
possession  of  the  United  States,  according  to:^’‘^tand  will,  with  common  prudence  and  care, 
contract,  was  preparing  for  it  bv  the  introduc-! him  tmUpendent — they  maybe  compared 
tion  of  some  fort}  thousand  (I  believe  it  was)  .t')  an  old  man  that  lias  ac<iui  red  a 11  immense  foi-- 
of  his  veterans  amongst  us,  in  tlie  shaj>e  and  with  it  all  tne  inlluence  and  powet 

barbers  and  dancing-masters!  At  tiic  time | belonging  to  the  cfunmand  of  money;  which, 
that  this  tale  was  pressed  upon  the  people,  I |hovvever,  gives  him  excessive  tionblc,  and  m 
Galled  to  mind  an  anecdote  1 had  heard  of  the ! cent inually  involving  him  m suits  at  law.  Rut 
Gi’edulity  of  a certain  particular  part  of  the  young  man  in  business,  we  are 

populatfon  of  France:  afellovv,  toplavoii  tliatjanxious  to  get  forward  as  fast  as  we  can,  by 
credulity,  reported  to  his  country  deiglibors  an  honest  use  of  all  measures  possessed  for  it. 
tliata  tree  had  suddenl}’’ grown  so  large  in  the  ""c  a”c  pleased  with  any  thing  that  lionoraldv 
city  of  Toulouse  as  to  shove  down  many  houses 


and  that  it  was  feared  the  whole  city  would  be 
laid  in  ruins  by  its  yet  increasing  size ! — The 


any 

conduces  to  it.  The  emigration  of  laboring 
foreigiiei  s is  an  item  in  our  means — ;just  as  tlve 
gi  oce'-,  wlio  sells  a hogshead  of  sugar,  retails 


tale  was  eagerly  swallowed, and  repeated,  witli  cent's  wortli  of  “fig-blue.” 

■so  many  additional  circumstances,  ihedhewho]  The  A'*aiional  hilellig'dicer,  in  a late  brief 
made.  it.  went  to  Toulouse  to  satisfy  liimself|  ii<*tice  of  emigration,  very  properly  refutes  the 
•ivhether  it  was  so,  yea  or  nay.  For  it  really 


appeared,  as  if  those  who  got  up  the  story  about 
tlie  ‘*ba'bei  s”  and  “dancing-masters,”  on  tiie 
occasion  alluded  to,  at  last,  partly  believed  it 
tliemselves;  as  “every  body  said  that  it  was 
true!” 

e have  fo'*  several  weeks  designed  a sta- 
tistical article  rn  emigration,  as  generally 
connected  with  Political  Economy:  which, 
while  it  might  se  ve  to  eradicate  vulgar  e*TO's 
respecting  it,  Moiuld  also  serve  to  siiew  its 
whole  force  and  utility,  it  is  very  cer  tain  that 
our  population  is  not  materially  alfected  by  It 
— still,  t!ie  accession  to  our  mmibe»  s by  it  is 
impo- tarit;  and  fo'  ins  one  of  the  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  items  of  national  wealth  and  national 
strength. 

I1ie  average  number  gf  foreigners  emigrat- 
ing to  the  United  States  for  the  last  twenty 
years  is^iot  greater,  if  so  great  as,  ten  thousand 
a year.  Rut,  from  the  result  of  the  facts  that 
have  been  collected,  an  opinion  may  be  enter- 
tained that,  for  the  present  year,  they  map 
possibly  amount  to  30,000.*  In  our  “Agricul- 
tural tatistics.”  last  week,  this  number  was 
counted  upon — by  the  addition  of  5 per  cent. 
io  our  population  to  consume  the  crop  of  ihe 
year  1817,  which  is  greater  tiian  oiir  usual 
Increase  by  at  least  a i of  1 por  cent.  Our 
population  increases  geometiically — i.  e.  tlie 
increase,  itself,  p oducesan  inciease,  continu- 
ally. The  ivkole  increase  of  the  present  year 
will  be  upwards  of  400,000,  at  a ve»  y moderate 
calculation,  on  a population  of  nine  millions; 

•'See  note  next  cQlumn. 


I'able  of  emigrants  f rom  Bar  ope  arrivings  in  the  17. 
States,  for  BfGiiT  weeks, /rojra  July  to  Sept.  12, 
\P>\7 -collected  from  the  neivs-pnl^ers  and  shipp'vg 
hsts  received  at  the  office  of  the  W kekit  Recisteh^ 
bv  the  editor. 


moM 

July  18  to  Aug.  1 

England  . 

649 

Ireland 

581 

Scotl.md  . 

134 

Wales 

51 

Germans  and  Swiss 

826 

P'rance 

3 1 

Total 


Cr5 


19 


55; 


1826  365 
97\  25 


(n 


1442 


2518 


500  3G^ 
120!  2; 


185 


A large  majority  of  Oie  above,  from  tUe  Rritisli 
clominion.s,  were  from  England—  nearly  one  tliircl  of 
tlie  whole  readied  tlie  United  States  by  Wty  of 
Halifax,  St.  Johns’,  &c. 

prece<ling  lahle  is  not  given  as  a j>'^rf(  ct 
thing.  It  is  impossilyle,  from  t!;e  nature  of  die 
matd'ials  aftbrded,  tliat  it  sliould  be  so,  tnmigii 
much  time  and  patience  have  been  .spent  upon  it. 
The  emigration,  far  the  last  eight  weeks,  Ins  rafier 
exceeded  ore  thonswul  per  week;  wlilch,  however, 
will  sliew  that,  in  allowing  30,000  for  tije  year,  we 
have  gone  to  its  greatest  possible  extent;  the  prcE- 
sure  aiv.  ays  being  in  the  sunnner  and  fall  months. 

From  t!ie  opening  of  the  navigation  to  the  28i.h 
of  August,  it  is  said  that  4143  “settlers”  had  arJ 
rived  in  Canada.  \ half  of  these  will  nrobahly 
I tie  in  the  United  States. 
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false  assertioiTS  of  Eui  opoan  vviiters,  that  we 
secrdli/  reward  master  s of  vessels  fo;  b)  iii'ging 
passenge I S to  the  Uniteil  States,  'i’hese  asser- 
tions ai  e wantonly  false  or  stupidly  ignorant; 
we  have  neither  droits  of  admiralty  nor  secret 
service  money — and  the  report  of  the  secie- 
tary  of  the  t.  easilry,  made  in  each  year,  shews 
eve  y item  of  disbursement.  It  is  true,  we 
liave  a ‘‘’contingent  fund,”  as  it  is  called — a 
small  sum  cf  about  ^100,000  generally,  at  the 
disposal  of  the  president,  by  his  own  discre- 
tion; and  tins  is  ail  the  money  that  can  be  dis- 
rosed  of,  except  through  appropriations  by  law. 
The  whole  amount  of  disbursements  from  this 
fund  has  not  been  ^100,000  since  the  organi- 
zaaoii  of  the  government,  a period  ofnearly  30 
years.  Where  then  do  these  ‘’secret  rewards” 
come  f:  6m.^  individuals  may,  possibly,  entice 
or  encourage  otiier  individuals,  whose  services 
they  parlicuiarly  d-esiic  to  have,  it  is  in  the 
very  iiatin  e of  things  that  this  should  be  so: 
and  the  English  are,  or  have  been,  extensively 
ill  the  practice  of  it — not  as  individuals  only, 
but  in  their  national  capacity:  they  have  openly 
pi  ollcred  bounties  and  peculiar  privileges  to 
certain  desc.  iptions  of  emigrants,*  and  may 
not  u'2  also  do  it,  if  W'c  plelse?  But  we  otter 
nothing  to  emigi’ants  except  that,  after  a sea- 
son of  pi  obation,  they  may  become  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  if  tliey  please — or  let  it 
U alone,  as  they  like;  leaving  them  at  all  times 
as  fi  ee  to  depart  from  tiie  country  as  they  were 
to  come  to  it. 

'I’o  retiunto  our  subject.  Admit  that  the 
emigrants  to  the  United  States  for  the  present 
3’ear  wall  amount  to  30,0(K).  » he  aveilige 

liLiinber,  in  ships  and  vessels  from  France,  is 
less  than  20;  fi  om  the  British  dominions,  about 
50;  from  Holland,  Germans  and  Sw’^iss,  about 
300.  'i'he  proportion  of  the  30,000  will  be 
about  as  follow's:  2OG0  French;  20,000  English, 
Irish  and  xotcli;  8000  Germans  and  Swiss. 
The  first  requiring  100  vessels;  the  se€ond400; 
and  the  last  27.  These  suppositions  are  not 
adopted  by  diance,  but  are  the  result  of  expe- 
rience derived  from  some  months  examination 
of  the  sliipping  lists  of  the  chief  p^rts  in  the 
United  States;  and,  though  these  lists  are  in- 
emnpetent  to  exhibit  the  ivliole  fact  desired, 
they  may  serve  to  give  a general  idea  of  it, 
which  I,  perhaps,  have  a better  right  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  than  any  other  private  indivi- 
dual in  the  country,  from  my  attention  paid  to 
it  I his  shews  the  absurdity  of  the  Paris 
story  about  the  30,000 •Frencinnen  having  ar- 
rived, &c. 

In  tiiese  30,000  persons  it  may  be  calculated 
that  there  is  a capahilitij  to  perforin  12,000 
dafs  daily  labor.  One  laborer  from  abroad  is 
wtoith  more  than  an  hundred  shop-keepers. 
The  first  produces  something,  w'hich,  at  com- 

♦Jlngland  has  not  only  done  this,  but  forced  tlii. 
^rvices  of  tens  of  thousands  of  ackno-tvledj'ed  fo- 
to  nran  her  navy. 


pound  interest;,  is  continually  increasing  tlie 
national  wealth;  tlie  latter  only  turns  over  the 
capital  thus  produced,  subsisting  upon  the  pro- 
duct of  its  profits,  without  adding  a cent  to  its 
value.  We  have  liad  very  few  of  the  latter,  but 
receive  the  “first  quality”  of  tlie  former,  which 
is  a subject  of  congratulation.  Their  labor  mav 
be  estimated  as  giving  a new  value  of  ^1  eac1i 
per  day,  for  300  days  in  the  year — and  of 
^3,600,000  j)er  annum.  They  wall  make  a 
“home  market”  for  hread-stiiffs  and  meats  (at 
^lb.  of  vegetable  food,  and  ^Ib.  of  animal,  fqr 
each,  per  day)  of  the  value  of  ;$753,000,  and 
the  balance,  of  nearly  three  millions,  will  pass 
into  the  common  stock  of  w'ealth,  in  one  tcay  or 
another^  assisting  and  extending  the  commerce 
of  the  country  in  general,  at  home  and  abroad, 
l^he  capital  thus  raised  may  be  fairly  estimated 
to  double  itself  every  ten  years,  and  is  a cleiu* 
gain. 

It  is  thus  that  I view  emigration — ^and  make 
it  out  to  be  a pretty  little  item  of  Political  Eco- 
nomy; though  it  does  not  materially  attect  our 
aggregate  of  population  and  resources. 


Our  Fisheriiieri. 

AN  ORIGINAL  ANECDOTE. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  admiral  Coffin,  of 
the  British  navy,  visited  the  United  States  a 
year  or  two  since.  ^Vhile  at  Gadshifs  hotel, 
in  Baltimore,  he  related  the  following  anec- 
dote— 

Being  in  the  South  seas,  he  fell  in  with  a 
Nantucket  whale-ship,  and,  desirous  of  seeing 
the  whole  ceremony  and  operation  of  catching 
a w'hale,  in  true  yankee  style,  he  asked  liber- 
ty to  go  out  in  one  of  the  boats  for  the  ptirposc. 
This  w'as  readily  agreed  to,  provided  he  Avould 
take  a station,  and  promise  obedience  to  or- 
ders— no  unnecessary  person  being  permitted 
in  them.  He  consented,  and  took  his  seat  as 
an  oarsman.  After  a while,  they  encountered 
a whale  and  struck  him  secundum  artern,  and 
away  he  went  dragging  the  boat  after  him  with 
such  lightning-like  rapidity  as  to  make  so  deep 
a trough  in  the  sea,  that  it  appeared,  and  per- 
haps really  was,  several  inches  higher  than  the 
uppermost  part,  or  gun- wale,  of  the*  boat! — 
'ine  man,  whose  place  it  w'as,  stood  ready 
wdth  the  axe,  to  cut  the  line  when  necessary. 
The  admiral  much  terrified  at  so  novel  a dan- 
ger, looked  at  the  axe-man  wdio,  perfectly  col- 
lected and  intent  on  his  duty,  was  as  calm  as 
if  he  had  been  reposing  on  a bed  of  roses — and 
called  out,  wdth  gi’eat  vehemence  and  agitation, 

“ Cut  the  rope,  you .”  “JV* 'd  yet,^^ 

said  the  fisherman,  very  deliberately,  and  keep- 
ing his  eye  on  his  object— “ire  to  lose 

the  yarnV^  Nor  did  they — for  they  caught  the 
whale,  w ithout  loss  or  damage.  The  admiral 
declared  that  so  great  was  his  terror  on  the  oc- 
casion, that  he  would  rather  be  grappled  in  a 
frigate  to  a French  74;  than  assist  m taking 
anotiier  wBale^, 
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General  AYasliington. 

[Commumcated  fur  the  ChurIenton  ('wrier.'] 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  a letter  from  f^en. 
"Wushin^ton,  to  Dr.  Cochran,  director  pjcnerul  of 
Die  military  hospitals,  during  our  revolutionary 
war.  It  was  obtained  from  thje  son  of  Dr.  Cochran, 
and  Its  authenticity  can  be  vouched  for.  It  will 
serve  to  remove  the  reproach  tha!  has  been  some- 
times cast  upon  the  general,  of  his  possessing  a 
cold  and  unsocial  temper.  The  style  of  the  letter 
is  playful  and  lively,  and  exhibits  great  goodness 
and  sincerity  of  disposition. 

West-Pointy  y^’i^ust  16,  1779. 

Dear  Doctor. — I have  asked  Mrs.  Coclirun  and 
Mrs.  Livingston  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow;  but 
ought  1 not  to  apprise  them  of  their  fare  } As  i 
hate  deception,  even  where  the  imagination  only  is 
concerned,  I will. 

It  is  needless  to  premise  that  my  table  is  large 
enough  to  hold  the  ladies— of  litis  they  liad  ocular 
proof  yesterday.  To  say  how  it  is  usually  covered 
is  rather  more  essential,  and  this  shall  be  the  pur. 
port  of  my  letter. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  have  had 
a ham,  sometimes  a shoulder  of  bacon,  to  grace  the 
head  of  the  table — a piece  of  roast  beef  adorns  tlie 
foot,  and  a small  dish  of  greens  or  beans  (nlmost 
imperceptible)  decorates  the  centre.  When  the 
cookhas  a mind  to-cut  a figure,  (and  this  I presume, 
he  will  attempt  to  do  to-morrow)  we  have  two  beef- 
steak pies  or  dishes  of  crabs  in  addition,  one  on 
each  .side  of  the  centre  dish,  dividing  the  space, 
and  reducing  the  distance  between  dish  and  dish 
to  about  6 feet,  which,  without  them,  w'ould  be 
nearly  12  a part.  Of  late  he  has  had  the  surprising 
luck  to  discover  that  apples  will  make  pies;  and  iis 
a question,  if  amidst  the  violence  of  Ids  efforts,  w’e 
do  not  get  one  of  apples,  instead  of  having  both  of 
beef. 

If  the  ladles  can  put  up  with  such  entertainment, 
and  submit  to  partake  of  it  on  plates  once  tin,  but 
now  iron,  (not  become  so  by  the  labor  of  scouring) 

I shall  be  happy  to  see  them. 

I am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON'. 

To  Dr.  John  Cochran. 


Section  of  Bounty  Lands. 

WAn-nEPAUTMEXT,  September  6th,  1817. 

JExtraci  of  letter  to , e.vplanatory 

of  the  principles  upon  ivhich  certain  ojfcial  docu- 
ments from  local  anthonties  in  the  several  states 
are  required  in  support  of  posthimious  clams  tomili 
tary  bounty  land,  or  its  legal  equhnilent. 

Sill-  Several  applications  for  years  half  pay*' 
in  lieu  of  bounty  land,  transmitted  to  the  war  de- 
partment through  your  intervention,  have  recently 
been  examined.  After  so  much  information  on  tiwo 
subject  as  has  been  disseminated  by  the  medium  of 
newspapers,  as  well  as  by  tlie  many  hundreds  of 
hand  bills  which  have  been  distributed  through  the 
hands  of  members  of  congress  and  other  gentlemen 
who  have  visited  the  ci^y  of  Washington,  it  gives  me 
pain  to  find  that  a very  great  portion  cf  ihe  docu- 
ments transmitted  to  the  offices  of  government 
to  support  applications  of  this  class,  is  so  very  defi- 
cient as  to  defeat  one  of  the  principal  views  of  a 
and  paternal  legislature — that  of  conveyinir 


sage 

prompt  and  effective  succor  to  a numerous  class  of 
the  community  whose  present  sufferings  have,  in  a 
great  degree,  arisen  from  services  rendered  the!  not  in  every  instance  be  able  to  attest  the 
country.  ' I of  every  acting  magistrate  witliiu  liis  distriC!,ye^ 


No  new,  ir  dlfncult  proofs,  or  anreasanalde  au 
thentication  of  documents,  have  been  required 
from  claimants,  under  the  beneficent  laws  in  que.s- 
tion:  but  as  the  files  of  this  office  have  a .‘^p'cial 
bearing  upon  what  is  technically  ^‘reul  csiate,'* 

and  may  be  subjected  to  legal  scrutiny  many  years 
hence,  w!i,en  no  person  wlio  now  has  any  si. are  lu 
the  administration  of  the  exis’ing  la.v.s  may  be  pre- 
sent to  explain  the  “why”  ami  the  “v.Miercfore” 
such  or  such  documents  .vere  deemed  admissible — 
so  It  is  thouglit  hi^dily  expedient  thate./c/i  separate 
file  of  vouchers  wlucli  records  an  alienalion  of  pub- 
lic property  sliotild  be  complete  in  itself,  and  not  i*e- 
q.iire  a reference  to  any  other  file  or  document 
whatever,  to  attest  the  correc  ne.ss  of  its  adiuissioii 
to  the  ar.  Iiives  of  the  war  department. 

It  is  this  general  principle  (which  appears  not 
to  be  generally  understood)  which  has  necessitated 
a regulation  that  many  individuals  appear  disposed 
to  quarrel  with,  and  that  many  ouiers  neglect 
t'lrough  inadvertence,  becaii.se,  perhaps,  tlie  local 
laws  of  tlie  stale  where  they  respectively-  resi  le, 
do  not  render  its  observance  necessary  in  ordinaiy 
cases.  For  example:  in  every  .slate  of  the  American 
union,  tliere  are  justices  of  the  peace,  Or  other  ma- 
gls.trates,  authorised,  by  the  constitution  an  I laws 
of  each  state,  to  admiaister  oaths,  to  legalize  de- 
positions and  affidavits,  and  to  attest  acknowledg- 
ments of  all  legal  instruments  cf  writing.  In  one 
individual  stale  there  arc  seve>i’.‘d  hundred  justices 
of  the  peace:  in  another  where  this  class  of  civil 
officers  is  likewise  very  numeron<;,  there  are  also 
four  other  descriptions  of  magistrates,  who  oc- 
casionally perform  the  same  services  for  their  fel- 
low-citizens; and  as  the  appointment  of  such  ma- 
gistrates is  not  permanent,  the  succession  in  a few 
years  in.ay  become  almost  innumerable.  Their  re- 
spective qualities  and  signatures  may  po.ssibly  be 
so  well  known  to  the  residents  within  a ffouniy,  or 
perhaps  throughout  the  state,  as  not  to  need  any 
further  authentication  for  local  purposes;  but  is  it 
supposuble  lhai  the  respective  signatures  of  all  the 
magistrates  of  those  several  descriptions  throughout 
our  widely  extended  union,  can  be  known  in  this 
office  ? If  by  liazard  such  signature  should  he 
known  to  some  one  at  the  seat  of  government,  that 
knowledge,  however  satisfactory  it  might  he  coi  - 
sidered  at  the  moment  to  one  individual,  might  not 
appear  to  be  a sufficient  sanction  for  the  disposal 
of  a portion  of  the  public  domain  or  its  equivalent, 
to  a collection  of  public  men  wlio  might  be  specially 
authorised  to  examine  tlie  records  of  this  office 
some  twenty-  years  hence.  Upon  these  considera- 
tions, it  has  long  been  deemed  proper  that  one 
general  rule  should  be  applied  to  all  such  cases; 
that  is,  tliat  tlie  quality  (and  the  signature  where  it 
can  be  done)  of  the  numerous  classes  of  magistrate.^ 
alluded  to  above,  sliould  be  officially  certified  by  a 
public  officer  who  has,  or  ouglit  to  have,  custody 
of  a general  or  partial  autlic;ntic  record  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  suc4i  inagisu'jucs,  and  who  is  au- 
thorised to  sanction  tiis  certificate  by  x public  teal, 
to  counterfeit  which  is  deemed  a capital  crime.  The 
highest  authority  required  in  this  case,  is  the  se- 
cretary of  the  state;  but  the  ‘^county  clerk,**  or  in 
those  states  where  no  civil  officer  i.s.  generally 
known  by’  that  appellation,  the  officer  v, 'lio.se  func- 
tions arc  equivalent  thereto,  is  fixed  upon  as  the 
certifying  officer;  because  it  is  believed  iliat,  iu 
itiosL  of  the  states,  a record  of  the  justices  in  com- 
missiiin  in  each  county  is  there  kept:  and,  ali)ioug!i 
the  officer,  wlio  has  cha:-ge  of  that  record  slioulu 
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lie  can  safely  ascertain  his  quality,  and  sanction  it 
by  the  ]5rcper  seal  of  ofjice,  provided  such  a seal 
exists:  if  not,  his  certilicate  sjiould  state  that  fact. 
T];is  circumstance  sometimes  occurs  in  tlie  new 
states  and  territories;  but  it  is  presumable  that  jn 
instance  of  it  cannot  be  found  in  tlie  Atlantic  states. 
In  some  sections  of  the  United  States,  the  same 
individual  is  sometimes  authorised  to  act  in  the 
quality  of  both  ^counin  clerk'*'  and  ‘‘notary  public-f 
but  he  is,  or  ought  to  be  aware  of  tlie  import- 
ance of  keeping  the  records  of  his  transactions  in 
each  capacity  separate  and  distinct,  having  a pub- 
lie  seal  appropriate  to  each  of  those  clHces;  and 
yet  I have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  notice 
mistakes  between  tliem,  which  vitiated  impoi’tant 
documents  transmitted  to  this  office. 

A jyfotarial  certificate  is  declaredly  conclusive  here, 
in  certain  cases; — but  not  as  to  ascertaining  the 
quality  of  other  magistrates;  for  althoug'i  the  govern- 
ment of  tlie  commonwealth  to  which  he  belongs 
may  liave  deemed  it  useful  and  proper  to  com- 
vnuiicaie-  to  liim,  as  a notary  public,  the  panies  of 
t!ie  justices  in  commission,  yet  it  is  not  among 
his  attributes  in  quality  of  notary  puhl'c  that  he  is 
charged  with  the  offiicial  reford  of  other  acting  ma- 
gistrates; therefore^  the  certificate  of  a notary  pub- 
lic to  the  quality  of  any  other  magistrate  is  not  re- 
Cjguizfid'A^  tliis  office  as  valid: — Nor  can  his  mere 
ly  adding  “notary  public.'*  to  his  signature  be  al- 
Imved  any  weight  more  than  a “justice  of  the  peace" 
vvltliout  affixing  his  official  seal,  even  in  cases  where 
ijiat  quality  would  be  competent, 

I must  take  this  opportunity,  likewise,  to  make 
a similar  observation  restive  to  another  document 
wliich  ought  always  to  have  its  appropriate  affix- 
ed to  it,  if  one  there  be,  in  the  office; — or  bear  a pro- 
per attestation  that  there  no  official  seal—\f  such 
be  tiie  fact:  I mean  the  copy  of  a letter  of  Guau- 
iUANSHip  meant  to  be  received  here  as  official^ — 
often  bearing  a signature  totally  unknown  at  this 
office,  with  the  designation  annexed  to  it. 

It  is  readily  acknowledged  that  much  is  due  to 
the  meritorious  services  of  those  individuals  in 
whose  right  these  Posthumous  claims  are  institu- 
ted. and  that  all  possible  despatch  ought  to  be 
made  to  relieve  the  suffering^’,  of  their  numerotis 
representatives;— but  surely  it  is  not  blamable  in 
any  individual,  however  humble  a share  he  may 
have  in  carrying  the  benevolent  intentions  of  go- 
vernment  into  effect,  to  be  vigilant  that  the  public 
interests  receive  no  injury  through  his  indifference 
or  neglect;— nay,  I am  so  old-fasioned  in  my  civic- 
sentiments  as  to  think  that  such  is  his  indispensa- 
ble duty. 


Tiews  of  Louisiana, 

To  the  Planters  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

FROW  THF.  WATIOWAI  I??TF.I.I, TOITS CFR. 

[Copied  at  ihe'partienlar  request  of  the  author.] 

Attakapas,  f Lou.J  Jivg.  6. 

I have  received  several  letters  during  the  Iasi 
year  from  gentlemen  in  your  states,  requesting  me 
to  give  them  some  iniarmation  relative  to  Louisiana, 
uhd  particularly  of  the  counties  ofAttakapas  and 
Opeiousas.  It  appears  that  this  beautiful  and.  in- 
teresting set  lion  of  the  United  States  is  but  little 
known.  As  there  are  many  of  you,  who  have  de. 
lermined  to  leave  your  native  stase  and  to  ‘seek 
jour  fortunes  in  a distant  land,  I. do  not  think  that 
I can  render  you  a greater  service,  than  by  direct- 
jpg  yqu  to  Attakapus  or  Opelousas,  in  Louisiana. 


and  by  shewing  yo".  (he  decided  advantages  wbicli 
lbe.se  two  counties  have  o.ver  any  otlier  jiart  of  the 
Ujiitcd  States.  In  doing  it,  I will  not  rely  u[)On 
assertions,  but  prove  it  by  facts;  and  for  tiiis  pmv 
pose  I ask  you  to  read  and  to  reflect  upon  t!>e  state- 
ments and  observations  whicli  T am  about  to  make, 

I address  this  pubUcation  to  you,  bccau.se  the 
emigrants  from  your  states  are  gener.ally  the  owners 
of  negroes;  and  of  all  kinds  of  property  the  neg  roe.s 
are  the  most  valuable  in  J..auisiana.  My  obser- 
vations will  be  confiuded  solely  tp  Attakapas  aiid 
Opelousas. 

So\l  and  Products. — Tiie  lands  are  generally  prairif,^ 
and  a very  small  portion  of  woodland  for  cultiva- 
tion. The  prairies  are  mostly  level,  but  sometimes 
waving.  Nothing  can  surpass  the  soft  beauty  of 
these  prairies.  In  places  for  many  miles,  they  are 
as  level  as  if  they  had  passed  under  the  roller, 
and  as  even  as  if  they  had  been  cut  by  the  shears; 
then  again  they  undulate,  resembling  the  gentle 
but  lofty  rolling  of  the  sea,  after  a storm  has 
subsided.  Such  is  the  appearance  of  that  part  of 
the  Attakapas  situated  upon  the  bayou  F*>rtue,  and 
the  river  Vermillion,  which  has  been  called  by' a 
French  traveller  in  his  history  “le  Paradise  dzt 
Monde."  These  prairies  resemble  natural  meadows, 
covered  witli  eternal  verdure;  they  are  interspersed 
here  and  there  with  clumps  of  trees  and  groves  of 
timber.  The  banks  of  the  bayous  and  rivers  which 
How  in  every  diiection,  are  covered  with  woods, 
filled  with  the  sweetest  songsters  of  the  groves. 
It  is  in  these  prairies,  some  of  which  are  150  miles 
in  length,  the  large  flocks  of  horses  and  horned 
cattle  range.  The  soil  is  very  rich  and  produces 
beyond  any  that  has  yet  been  tried,  some  fields 
having  been  in  cultivation  for  forty  years  in  suc- 
cession, without  any  diminution  of  their  strengtli; 
tliis  is  owing  not  only  to  the  soil  but  to  the  level- 
ness of  the  country,  which  precludes  all  washing. 
The  earth  is  very  soft  and  easily  worked.  There 
are  no  stones  or  pebbles  in  the  country.  The  soil 
of  Attakapas  is  black  or  of  a dark  brown,  that  of 
the  Opelousas  is  of  a ligh  ter  color  and  not  as  durable 
as  that  of  Attakapas,  It  is  in  these  prairi^is  that 
the  planter  establishes  himself,  and  nature  has 
done  here  what  it  takes  art  and  hard  labor  years 
to  accoropUsh  elsewhere.  The  fields  are  already 
cleared  for  cultivation,  tliere  are  no  forests  to  cut 
down  before  the  crop  can  be  made,  no  chopping, 
no  grubbing.  The  planter  has  nothing  to  do,  but 
tjo  build  his  house,  inclose  his  field  and  commence 
ploughing.  Once  that  the  crop  is  sown,  with 
moderate  industry,  the  excellent  quality  of  the  land 
will  furnish  abundant  crops  of  sugar,  rice,  indigo, 
cotto#,  corn,  potatoes,  oats,  &c.  all  of  which  are 
made  in  Attakapas  in  great  abundance.  Th«  sta- 
pies  uf  Opelousas  are  cotton,  corn,  and  oats.  Sugar 
suceeds  also  very  well  in  Opelousas,  but  the  lands 
of  Attakapas  yield  much  more  sugar  than  those  of 
Opelousas,  and  are  far  superior  to  tliose  upon  the 
ba’.iks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  immediately  in  the 
neighborhood  of  New-Orleans.  On  the  Mississippi 
an  hogshead  of  sugar  per  acre  is  considered  as  a 
common  crop,  but  in  Attakapas  a hogshead  and  a 
half  and  two  hogslieads  to  an  acre  are  the  common 
cropsf.  Our  sugar  lands  can  be  purchased  at  present 
for  one  third  of  the  price  they  are  selling  for  on 
the  Mississippi;  and  the  water  cai  riage  to  market 
at  New-Orleans,  is  at  the  door  of  the  planter.  I 
will  annex  a list  of  tbe  crops  made  by  some  of  our 
planters,  which  will  convey  a more  correct  idea  of 
the  advantages  of  this  country,  than  any 
description  can  giye;; 
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Joteph  TheaU—\^\e.  , 

18  bales  cotton  as  per  acct.  sales  ^1585  17 
100  barrels  corn  sold  125  00 

1710  17 

3 bands  only — g570  per  band,  besides  provisions 
in  abundance  for  tbe  next  year. 

■Nicholas  Lorsselle — 1816. 

40  bales  of  cotton 
1 barrel  of  indig( 


>n? 

;oi 


acct.  of  sales 


4150 


41.50 


John  Jlf.  Watson — 1816. 

70  bbds.  sii^ar,  1100  lbs.  each,  at 

130  dollars  9100 

13  bales  cotxon,  28  cents  1230 

3000  flails,  molasses,  at  33  1-3  cents  luUO 

700  barrels  corn,  sotd  aX  25  ' 875 

12,225 

35  band.s — §350  per  band,  besides  provi.sions,  Gic. 
I could  name  the  products  of  many  oilier  planta- 
tions, but  1 tbir.k,  these  will  sulFicc  to  shew  the 
threat  advantaj^e  this  country  has  over  tl.e  oilier 


1525 

2600 

250 

4375 


7 hands  only — S503  per  hand,  besides  provisions  \ purls  of  tbe  United  States;  and  after  bnowl.ijj  these 

’ “ ‘ I things,  can  you  prefer  any  other  part  of  ihe  union.^ 

or  will  you  prefer  the  rocky  lands  of  the  west  or 
I north,  to  the  beautiful  picture.scjue  meadows  of 
1 Louisiana,  whose  prolific  soil  more  than  amjiiy  re- 
pays the  laborer  for  his  toils;  where  nature  srniles 
upon  every  thing-,  and  where  industry  and  enter- 
j prize  never  fail  to  ensure  wealtij  and  comfort  in  a 
7 hands  only— 620  dollars  per  hand,  besides  pro-  { very  few  yeajs?  1 leave  these  things  to  your  rellec- 


in  abundance  for  the  next  year 

l*eier  Jioberts — 1816. 
5484  lbs.  of  cotton  28  cts. 

20,000  lbs.  aug^ar  gl3 
200  barrels  corn  sold  gl  25 


visions,  &c. 

Joseph  Sern'ick — 1816. 
19  hhds.  of  smear  130  dollars 


1300 


lions. 


Tills  is  one  of  tbe  finest  countries  in  the  world 
for  vegetables;  they  grow  during  the  whole  yea"; 


2 hands  only— 650  dollars  per  hand,  besides  pro-  and  our  gardens  are  as  green  in  the  winter  as 


.3250 


visions,  &c. 

JWchael  Gordy — 1816. 

25  hhds,  of  sugar  130  dollars 

4 hands  only 
visions,  &c. 

James  Snunders — 1S16. 

13  bales  of  cotton  28  cts.  1260 

3 hands — 420  dollars  per  hand,  besides  provi- 
sions, 8cc. 

George  Singleton — 1816 

24  bales  of  cotton  2520 

4 hands — 630  dollars  per  hand,  besides  provi- 
sions, &c.  — 

Samuel  Rice — 1816 

18  hhds.  sugar,  each  110  dollars  gl980 

700  gallons  molasses,  at  33  1-3  cents  ' 267 

2247 

3 hands  only — g749  per  hand,  besides  provi- 
sions, &c. 

JJin  The  all— 1816. 

12  hhds.  sugar,  110  dollars 
400  galls,  molasses,  at  33  1-3  cents 


3 bands  only- 
sions,  &.C. 


lars 


itiie  spring.  I have  seen  tlie  rose  in  full  bloo'm,  ... 
all  our  gardens,  in  the  month  of  January. 

We  have  the  best  fruit  tree.s.  The  orange,  the 
812  dollars  per  liand,  besides  pro-  .fig,  the  pomegranate,  the  peach,  plumbs  of  eveiy/ 

[description,  pears,  5tc.  flourish  in  the  greatest  oer- 
jfection,  as  well  as  all  the  vine  fruits,  such  as  ilic 
(grape,  melons,  &c. 

There  are  many  inhabitants  here  wlm  raise  horned 
cattle,  and  the  slocks  some  are  almost  Innumer- 
able. .Many  of  our  citizens  brand  from  500  to  1000 
calves  every  year,  and  .some  of  them  2000  and  3000 
calve.s.  Amongst  tlie  largest  stock  owners  are 
William  Wikofi',  of  Ojjelousas,  Josepli  Sori-el,  Jean 
.Moulon  and  his  sons,  the  family  of  Guiflorys,  of 
.Attakapa.s,  and  Ciu-etiens  (freres)  of  Opelousas. 
The  stocks  of  these  gentlemen  are  so  numerous, 
that  they  can  form  ho  idea  them.selves  of  their  num- 
ber. It  is  a beautiful  sight  to  see  tlte.se  large  herds 
of  cattle  feeding  and  ranging  in  tlie  large  prairie.-,. 
[In  the  time  of  gathering  these  cattle,  1 have  seen 
jat  least  12,000  in  one  gang,  where  the  owners  liad 
1320  00  [assembled  them  for  tlie  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
133  33  branding,  as  the  law  retpilres  every  man  to  have  a 

particular  brand,  which  is  recorded.  The  breeds 

1453  33!  of  these  cattle  are  very  fine;  they  keep  Tat  in  tlie 
§48-4  44  per  hand,  besides  provi- j prairies  and  cost  the  ownei*s  notliing,  except  men 

to  guard  them:  the  largest  of  Lliese  stocks  not 
His  sugar  mill  and  kettles  cost  him  only  120  dol-  requiring  more  than  six' horsemen  in  the  time  (#f 


Jackson  and  Caffery — 1816 
54  acres  of  cane,  72  hhds.  sugar, 
1100  lbs.  each 
10  bales  cotton,  26  cents 
3000  galls,  molasses,  33  1-3  cents 
1000  barrels  com,  sold  at  §1  25 


9360 

965 

1000 

1250 

12,f>75 


gathering,  and  the  half  that  number  at  other  times. 

Rivers. — The  Teche  and  Vermillion,  in  -Yliakapas, 
and  the  Mermentau,  in  Opelousas,  are  the  onlv  ri- 
vers which  flow  through  tliese  countries.  The  Ver- 
million and  Tcche  take  their  rise  in  Opelousas,  and 
flow  entirely  through  Attakapas  from  north  to  souilij 
when  they  empty  themselves  into  the  sea.  These  two 
rivers  are  connected  by  the  Bayou  Fusilier.  Both 
tlie  Teche  and  Vermillion  are  navigable  fiir  large 
boats  and  vessels,  drawing  not  more  than  eight  feet, 
at  all  times,  for  one  hundred  miles  frpm  their  mouth 
— the  Teche  particulaidy  so.  It  is  generally  slow 
and  sluggish  in  its  course,  but  at  time.s  ver-y  rapid 
from  freshes.  It  is  never  liable  to  overflowings, 
like  the  Mississippi;  is  generally  very  deep,  and  as 
high  up  as  the  town  of  St.  Martinsville,  100  miles 
from  its  mouth,  is  ten  feet  deep  at  all  times.  Jle- 
sides  these  rivers,  there  are  many  smallei-one.s,  called 
bayous  here,  such  as  Ne  pique  Piaquemiue  Bru'.e^ 
Boeuf,  Cortabiau,  &c.  in  Opeiou«as  and  U.aron  <h-o  v;. 
8 hands — §367per  hand,  besides  provisions,  5cc.  Tortue,  Salle,  Cypre  laort,  I.’eiitancc^  &c.  in  AH.»k- 


27  hands — §455  per  hand,  besides  provisions,  &c. 
Jett  and  James  Thotnas — 1816 
84  hhds.  sugar  sold  for  14,000 

3000  galls,  molasses,  sold  for  1,000 

15,000 

36  hands — §417  per  hand,  besides  provisions,  &c. 
Peter  Regnier — 1816. 

105,000  lbs.  cotton,  at  28  cents  2940 
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apas;  added  to  these,  are  two  large  and  beautifu\ 
lakes  in  Attak  ]ias,  f om  wliich  the  finest  fisli  arc 
caught.  These  and  the  water  course's  coirmuinicat- 
ing  with  llie  Mis'sissippi  by  the  liayous  PlaciMeuiIne 
and  La  Fourclie,  are  the  only  rivers,  Bayoys,  &c. 
wortii  mentioning,  and  form  at  all  times  a safe  and 
good  conveyance  to  market, 

Toiuns. — The  most  important  town  in  these  two 
counties  is  that  of  St.  Martinsville,  which  lias  been 
la’^ely  incorporated.  It  contains  about.  40  d'-velling 
houses,  besides  out-houses;  it  lias  one  Roman  catho 
lie  churcli  and  residence  for  a priest,  one  could 
.house  and  a public  jail,  one  academy,  a small  mar- 
ket  hou?e,  for  meat  only,  three  taverns,  tliree  black- 
smilhs’  shops,  two  hatters’  siiops,  three  tailors’ 
shops,  one  saddler’s  shop,  two  boot  and  siioemakers* 
shops,  one  joiner’s  sliop,  one  silversmitli’s  shop,  two 
bakers’  shops,  one  tinner’s  shop  and  ten  stores.  It 
is  tlie  seat  of  justice  for  the  county  of  Attakapas. — 
In  thi-'  town  there  reside  four  altornies  at  law 
and  three  physicians.  Its  inhabitanis  are  industri- 
ous and  enterprising,  and  amongst  them  several  ve, 
ry  respectable  families.  The  inhabitants  are  gene- 
rally decent  in  their  deportment  and  friendly 
amongst  themselves.  They  are  chiefi-y  French  and 
Americans,  and  some  Irish  and  Scotch.  It  is  beau- 
tifully situated  upon  tlie  bank  of  the  Teche,  which 
is  aboip  fifty  yards  wide  opposite  tout,  and  about 
fifteen  feet  deep.  It  is  destined  one  day  to  become 
a very  respectable  inland  town,  being  in  the  centre 
pf  a rich  nnd  popifious  coiaiitry. 

]Sova*beiia  is  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Teclie,  and  is  beautifully  situated  upon  the  Teclie, 
In  Attakapas,  about  ten  milesfeom  St.  Martinsville. 

Franklin,  in  the  parish  of  St,  Mary,  in  Attakapas, 
has  been  lately  Uid  off,  and  will  become  a place  of 
much  business,  as  it  is  not  far  from  llie  mouth  of 
the  Teche,  and  upon  tiie  right  bank  of  that  river. — 
It  is  in  the  centre  of  that  part  of  Attakapas  where 
the  largest  sugar  establishments  are  made.  At  pre- 
sent its  buildings  are  not  numerous,  consisting'  of  a 
public  jail,  a scliool  house,  two  laveriis,  tw^b  .s'eores, 
two  saddler’s  shops  and  three  or  four  dwelling 
houses. 

The  only  town  in  Opelousas,  is  called  ‘Opeloujjas 
church.’  Jt  is  handsoriiely  situated  upon  the  east 
side  of  a point  qf  woods  jutting  into  the  prairie. — 
Jt  began  tq  llourish  before  the  war,  but  during  its 
existence,  it  went  to  decay.  Since  peace  has  been 
established,  it  looks  up  again,  and  their  can  he  no 
doubt  but  in  a few  years  it  will  rapidly  increase  — 
its  bui'dings  are  a Roman  catholic  church,  an  acade 
my,  a court  house  and  public  jail.  There  are  four 
taverns,  five  stores,  one  saddler’s  shop,  one  tanner’s 
shop,  one  tailor’s  shop,  two  bqot  'and  siioemakers’ 
sho'is,  one  silversmith’s  shop,  and  about  twenty-five 
dwelling  houses,  besides  oul-liouses.  It  is  built 
six  miles  from  any  navigable  stream,  whipli  is  one 
of  the  causes  why  the  growth  pf  the  iqwn  has  been 
hnpecled. 

Tliere  is  another  town  about  being  laid  off,  ten 
miles  from  Opelousas  church,  at  the  place  where 
Mr.  Charles  Smith,  a rich  and  respectable  planter 
of  Opelousas,  is ''erecting  an  elegant  large  Roman 
catholic  church  and  an  academy,  which  he  intends 
as  a present  to  die  public.  Ii  is  by  acts  like  these, 
that  an  essential  and  lasting  service  is  rendered  to 
the  public,  and  such  men  deserve  the  thanks  of 
t'heir  country,  and  ^rean  example  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. 

Clmcoie.—Xn  idea  has  gone  forth  that  this  coun- 
try h .sickly— It  is  the  reverse.  1 have  resided  in 
yirginia  and  Maryland,  in'whicii  last  state  I was 
hrrhj,  and  I prefer  this  dimate  to  any  that  I have 


experienced.  I believe  the  -Attakapas  and  O.pelou* 
sas  countries  are  a.s  heaUJiy  as  any  part  of  tlic 
United  States,  ami  much  more  so  tlian  either  ^’^ii> 
ginia  or  .M.'U'ylancl,  or  any  of  tlie  southern  Atlantic 
states.  After  a residence  of  several  years  here, 
botli  myself  and  my  family,  white  and  black,  have 
enjoyed  better  hcalLli  than  we  evei*  did  in  Mary- 
land. We  have  not  a.s  many  fevers  liere  as  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  union.  That  fatal  species  of  the 
dysentery  which  rages  with  such  violence  in  your 
states  is  unknown  here.  Those  violent  putrid  and 
malignantifevers  which  loo  often  make  their  appear-, 
ance  amongst  you,  have  never  yet  reached  our  hap- 
py climate.  Those  epidemics  which  prevail  almost 
annually  with  you,  never  exist  here,  Tlie  only  fe- 
ver which  this  climate,  or  ratlier  Opelous.as  and 
Attakapas,  are  subject  to,  is  the  common  bilious 
fever  of  the  country,  which  is  slow  in  its  approach, 
and  easily  cured  if  taken  in  time;  fatal  only  when 
neglected.  This  constitutes  the  only  fever  of  the 
country.  To  be  sure,  upon  the  Mississippi,  atNew- 
Orleans,  and  in  those  parts  of  Louisiana  which  are 
covered  with  woods,  more  violent  and  dangerou.? 
fevers  exist,  and  and  there  are  causes  for  some  com- 
plaints; but  this  is  a very  different  country — ou;.’ 
wide,  open  and  extensive  prairies,  the  continual  cur- 
rent of  air  which  sweeps  over  them  and  the  sea 
breezes  continually  blowing  during  the  sickly  and 
warm  months,  prevent  those  dangerous  consequen- 
ces, as  to  disease,  wliicii  follow  those  establishments 
made  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  and  removed  from 
the  influence  of  llie  sea.  Attakapas  and  Opelousas 
aye  washed  by  the  sea  upon  their  southern  bounda*- 
ries.  Tlie  pure  air  of  the  ocean  passes  over  their  en-r 
tire  surface, without  meet  ing  any  swamps  of  wood  or 
putrefaction  in  its  course.  It  reaches  them  as  un-- 
adu'lteratcd  as  when  it  first  left  old  Neptuae’s  do- 
main, and  gives  a softness,  elasticity  and  freshness 
to  the  atmosphere,  which  is  truly  agreeable  and 
pleasant  to  tne  feelings.  During  the  three  last 
years  the  thermometer  of  Farenheit  has  seldom 
been  higher  than  86®  in  the  summer,  and  only  five 
time,s  as  high  as  93®.  As  far  as  1 can  ascertain 
from  my  observations  during  the  last  three  years, 
the  average  mean  heat  of  iVttakapas  and  Opelous.as, 
has  been  about  78*  in  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September.  Tnat  close,  suffbcai  ing  heat  so  of- 
ten feit  to  tlie  northward,  and  so  injurious  to  health, 
is  seldom  experienced  here.  The  nights  during 
the  summer,  are  very  pleasant,  always  fanned  by 
the  sea  breezes,  and  generally  cool  enough  to  cover 
with  a sheet,  and  often  with  a counterpane.  The 
dews  here  are  far  from  being  unhealthy,  so  great  is 
the  influence  of  the  salt  particles  wufi  ed  in  the  sea 
air.  It  is  impossible  for  me  in  this  address,  to  en- 
ter into  a train  of  reasoning  to  prove  to  you  tlie 
salubrity  of  our  ciimate;  all  I can  do  i.s  to  state 
the  facts  such  as  they  are — and  so  I have  done. 

If  any  of  you  determine  to  emigraie,  I will  ask 
you,  after  the  exhibits  I have  given  you  of  the  pro- 
duce of  our  soil,  and  the  description  of  our  climate 
and  country,  to  what  more  advantageous  section  of 
the  union  can  you  go,  than  to  the  two  counties  I 
have  dcscribedi*  Is  not  this  the  country  for  the 
slave  holder.?  Do  not  the  climate,  the  soji  and  pro- 
ductions pf  this  country  furnish  allurements  to  the 
application  of  your  negroes  on  pur  lands.?  In  your 
stales  a planter,  with  ten  negroes,  with  difficulty 
supports  a family  genteelly;  here,  well  managed, 
they  would  be  a fortune  to  him.  Witli  you  the  sea- 
sons are  so  irregular,  your  crops  often  fail;  here 
the  crops  are  certain,  and  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  life,  never  for  a moment  caiise.s  the  heart  to  ache 
—abundance  spreads  the  table  of  th^  popr  man,  and 
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coiilentn-ent  smiles  on  every  countenance.  Perhaps  .the  high  German  diet,  and  all  the  member?  thereof, 
yea  tt  ill  scarcely  believe  me,  hut  I declare  to  you  I nlieir  powerful  co-operation  ton-ards  the  total  aboli- 
havje  not  seen  one  beggar  in  Aitakapas  or  Op'elou- ,tion  of  depred.Uions  wliich  are  calculated  to  inter- 
ior do  i know  an  object  of  charity  from  want,  j rupt  all  commerce  by  sej. 


sas,  nor  do  i know  an  object  ot  clvanty 
Oh!  t!:at  at  this  moment  as  much  could  be  said  for  j 
Ihe  w.hole  world!  , 

I shall  make  no  farther  remarks  at  present;  and,  j 


Tlie  existence  of  the  piracies  of  the  Barbary  pow- 
ei*s,  even  wiihin  tlie  limits  to  which  their  depreda- 
tions have  hitherto  been  confined,  is  doubtless  a 


fiho'.dd  any  p rson  who  reads  this  publication,  wish  public  injury  to  all  Europe,-  and  the  compulsory 
to  obtain  further  information  relative  to  this  conn-  exclusion  thereby  effected  from  the  Mediterranean, 
try,  the  editor  wlio  publishes  tliis  will  furnish  them  of  Uie  ships  of  those  German  stales  wiiich  were  una- 
with  mv  name  and  address,  and  I will  most  cheer-  ble  to  ]>rocure  protection  -to  their  fl.  gs,  either  by 


my 

fully  give  them  every  inform  at  i>n  in  my  power. 

evngnmi  from  J^laryland. 


The  Bar])ary  Pirates. 

Frankfort  June  22.— On  the  l6th  instant,  being 
the  35th  meeting  of  the  diet,  was  presented  the 
following- representatior*  respecting  the  piracies  of 
the  Car  bar  V corsairs: 

Tli 

Hamburg — The  minister  of  the  said  free  cities  has 
received  orders  from  the  senates  of  the  Ilansi 
Towns  to  submit  the  following'  memorial  to  the  di 
et:— 

“The  senate  of  the  Hanse  Towns  of  Lnheck,  Bre 
men  and  Hamburg'n,  feel  themselves  bound  to  call 


a naval  force,  or  by  making  considerable  pecuniary 
sacrifices,  was  previously  not  only  to  themselves, 

I but  to  tiiose  iiitfrresied  in  the  trade  which  they  car- 
ry on,  an  evi!  of  no  sm.dl  m-gnitude,  and  which  was 
besivles  incr’-.a.sed  by  the  insecurity  of  a pari  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  abolition  of  the  piraej  of  the  Barba- 
vy  powers  even  within  those  limits,  had  become  the 
anxiou.S  wisl^  cf  uU  Europe,  and  was  an  object  to 
-j  winch  tlie  atienlio:i  of  the  powers  assembled  in  con- 


be  free  cites  of  Lubeck,  Frankfort,  B’.’emon  and  jgress  at  A'ieima  v-'as  directed.  But  how  trlHing  is 
ibur^r — The  minister  of  the  said  free  cities  has  I this  pariial  evil  when  compared  with  the  incalcu 


parin 

lably  irisciii'-vous  consequences  which  may  ensue, 
if  these  Af  ic'  n pirates  are  permitted  without  inter- 
ruption to  sail  from  their  infected  coasts,  and  to 
spread  among  distant  countries  the  diseases  which 
tiiev  carrv  a’o’Uj  with  thein.J’  So  long-  as  the  dan- 


the  attention  of  tlie  diet  to  an  object  which  is  of  the  j ger  u us  co-dlm-d  to  the  Mediterranean  sea,  its  site 
greatest  importance,  not  only  directly  to  these  ci-'W'as  at  least  well  known  and  precautionary  measures 
tics,  as  well  us  to  all  other  German  maritime  states,  i weiv-  -alopted  against  it;  and  though  the  measures 
but  also  to  the  whole  German  federation.  It  is  al-  of  safety,  toget.her  with  diminished  competition, 
ready  known,  from  the  accounts  in  public  papers,!  necessarily  raised  the  price  of  the  productions  of 
that  pii’aqy  is  carried  on  in  an  enheard  of  manner '.that  part  of  the  world,  yet  commerce,  though  some- 
by  Tunisian  corsairs  in  the  North  Sea  and  even  in  | wna-  impeded,  w^s  never  totally  at  a stand.  A com- 
the  Channel.  It  also  appears  from  several  official  'pie:e  ter'.uiua'ion  of  German  navigation  and  German 
reports,  transmitted  by  the  charges  d’affaires  andlu’.i.de,  must,  liowev.’r,  take  place,  if  the  Barbury 
consul  of  the  Hanse  Towns  at  Madrid  and  Lisbon,  j p!r„.tes  are  not  rigorously  restrained  from  extend- 
that  according  to  formal  communications  made  to|ing  themselves  to  other  seas.  Should  they  he  suf- 
them  by  the  minister  of  the  king  of  the  Netherlands  | fered  to  cruise  in  the  Atlantic,  the  N’ortii  Sea  and 
at  the  former,  and  by  the  French  consul  general  at  j die  Bdtic,  if  they  are  not  prevented  from  attacking 
the  latter  court,  sever  d armed  Barbary  corsairs,  i mercliants,  who  during  the  time  of  peace  rely  with 


among  which  are  in  particular  two  Tunisians,  had 
sailed  for  the  Atlantic,  in  order  to  cruise  against 
the  Hanse  Towns  and  some  other  German  states,  but 
avowedly  against  Prussian  ships;  and  have  express- 
ly declared  this  design  under  a pretence  that  tliey 
are  in  a state  of  war  with  these  states. 

“On  the  16th  of  last  month  the  Hamburgh  ship 
Ocean,  with  a cargo  of  great  value,  and  the  Christi- 
ana, fom  Lubeck,  and  still  more  recently  a Ham- 
burgh and  an  Oldenburgh  ship,  both  named  Catha- 
rina,  were  taken  by  these  pirates.  Fortunately, 
British  ships  of  war  fell  in  with  the  robbers,  and 
carried  both  them  and  the  vessels  they  had  cap- 
tured into  English  ports,  whence  the  latter  were 
permitted  to  prosecute  their  respective  voyages; 
mean  wliile  the  captain  of  the  ship  Ocean,  and  five 


confidence  o.i  the  law  of  naiions,  there  must  be  au 
end  to  German  navigation  and  commerce.  It  v/ili 
also  be  henceforth  useless  to  send  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  Germany  down  the  rivers  which 
communicate  with  the  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic, 
or  even  to  convey  them  by  land  to  the  different  sea. 
ports,  in  order  that  they  may  be  transported  in  ves- 
sels to  foreign  countries.  A similar  fate  will  awai-: 
those  articles  destined  to  be  imported  into  Gernna- 
ny.  The  merchant  protects  himself  by  iiisuraime 
against  the  ordinary  da:;gcrs  to  which  vessel.s  are 
usually  exposed  at  sea.  Even  during  maritime  war, 
which  is  so  injurious  to  commerce  and  navigation, 
the  same  protection  is  to  a certain  degree  obtained 
by  higher  premiums,  although  the  pa3ineut  of  these 
premiums  is  a heavy  tax  both  on  the  m:imifacturer 


of  his  crew  whp  had  been  removed  on  board  another  and  consumer;  but  they  cannot  possibly  ensu 


pirate,  remain  in  the  bands  of  the  Tunisians,  and, 
so  far  as  it  is  known,  the  Atlantic  and  the  North 


their  property  against  the  threatened  attacks  of  the 
Barbary  pirates. 


Sea  are  still  rendered  insecure  by  the  ravages  of  the  I “These  pirates,  who  are  totally  ignorant  of  the 
Tunisian  corsairs.  It  is,  liowever,  with  gratitude  to  law  of  nations,  and  who  cruise  for  tlie  express  pur- 
be  acknowledged,  that  England  has  by  her  act,  in! pose  of  plunder,  first  announced  their  declaration 
this  instance,  declared  that  she  will  not  peruiit  auch  | of  war  by  their  attacks.  It  must  not  be  supposed 
offences  to  be  committed  on  the  seas  which  wa.shi  that  these  vessels  are  the  property  of  private  indi 
her  coasts,  and  it  Is  to  be  hoped  that  the  other  ma- 1 viduals;  they  are  fitted  out  in  execution  of  theii 


. . . , ^ their 

ntime  powers  of  Europe  (to  whom  the  senate  of  laws.  These  plunderers  li;:iit  them.selves  to  no 
Hamburgh  has  already,  tiirough  their  resident  mi-Ulme  or  forms;  they  unexpectedly  attack  defence- 
nistersat  Hamburgh,  addressed  itself*)  will  concur  | less  merchants,  and  carry  oif  not  only  property  but 
in  adopting  measures  for  the  I'estoration  of  these-  even  men,  German  fellow-citizens,  whose  cries  are 
curiiy  of  navigation  vvliich  is  so  important  to  all  Ire-echoed  from  their  native  coasts,  and  whom  <hese 
Europe;  but  the  senates  of  the  Hanse  Towns  do, ; African  pirates  plunge  into  the  gloomy  dungeons 
notwithstanding,  not  only  consider  it  proper,  butjof  slavery.  Dangers  of  such  a nature  could  never 
regard  jt  as  their  duty  most  urgently  to  claim  from  | be  anticipated,  and  consequently  no  precautions 
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have  been  adopted  against  them.  Occurrences  of 
tl'iis  nature  have  given  rise  to  feelings  of  insecurity, 
which  have  interrupted  navigation  and  commerce; 
f>r  no  one  knows  how  long  may  be  the  continuance 
of  these  atrocities,  which  have  for  the  mean  while 
occ;isioned  a total  stagnation  of  trade. — Tliese  pi- 
rates'will  become  more  audacious  by  being  allowed 
to  escape  unpunished,  and  to  succeed  in  their  de- 
sultory enterprizes — It  is  even  probable,  that  during 
their  cruises  they  may  land  on  exposed  and  de- 
fenceless parts  of  the  German  coast,  and  there  car- 
ry on  their  trade  of  plundering  and  kidnapping,  and 
spread  distress  and  devastation  on  every  side.  In  ad- 
dition to  all  the  disasters  under  which  Germany  has 
groaned  for  .so  long  a period,  may  they  not  commu 
nicate  to  ns  the  infection  of  their  indigenous  plague, 
the  most  dreadful  of  all  earthly  calamilies?  What  has 
already  been  slated  will  doubtless  sufTiciently  ac- 
count for  the  senates  of  the  Ilanse  Towns  having 
been  induced  to  represent  to  the  diet,  that  no* 
merely  those  towns,  but  likewise  every  maritime 
and  commercial  state,  and  indeed  th.e  whole 
German  nation  are  interested  in  putting  a stop 
to  the  depredations  of  the  Barbary  pirates. — 
The  senates  have  reason  to  hope,  tliat  the  revolting 
occurrences  which  have  called  forth  this  represen- 
tation will  excite  the  utmost  indignation  among  the 
high  and  illustrious  members  of  the  German  con- 
federation: and  that  not  only  each  individual  will 
exert  himself  to  root  out  this  evil,  but  tliat  the  high 
confederation,  as  a collective  and  European  power, 
will  adopt  every  possible  measure  to  put  an  end  to 
these  piracies,  which  threaten  the  honor  of  the 
German  flag,  and  the  welfare  of  the  German  na- 
tion. 

“Even  though  the  German  confederation  posses- 
ses, as  a federative  body,  no  naval  force,  it  is  nei- 
ther deficient  in  the  power  nor  means  necessary  fi)i* 
effectually  watching  over  the  safety  of  German  na- 
vigation; and  the  Ilanse  Towns  may  justly  enter- 
tain a hope,  that  a proposal  for  the  earnest  conside- 
ration off  this  important. business  will  meet  the  ap- 
probatoin  of  the  diet. 

“On  the  question  being  put  by  the  president,  all 
voices  were  unanimous  in  declaring,  that  their  re- 
.spective  high  courts  and  constituents  should  be 
informed  of  these  circumstances,  that  they  might 
adopt  the  most  effectual  means  for  the  protection 
of  German  commerce. — The  majority  were  of  opi- 
nion that  a commission,  cansi;>ting  of  five  members, 
should  be  dhosen  to  prepare  suiiable  propositions 
whereon  to  frame  the  report. 

The  ambassador  of  the  king  of  the  Netherlands 
delivered  the  following  to  the  protocol. 

“That  we  should  on  this  occasion  consult  all  our 
courts,  and  in  particular  the  great  courts,  is  be- 
vond  all  doubt.  The  opinions  of  individuals  are  of 
httle  importance;  the  question  is,  what  ought  to 
be  done,  and  what  is  itpossible  to  do?  I am  not  in- 
vested v/ith  unlimited  powers  on  the  part  of  the 
whole  United  Netherlands:  but  I will,  nevertheless 
in  this  and  on  all  occasions,  agree  with  the  majori- 
ty when  they  vote  for  a commission;  though  I never 
very  seldom  connect  with  the  institution  of  such 
a body  the  idea  of  more  prompt  counsel,  but  only 
the  expectation  of  farther  elucidation  and  greater 
industry.  1 am  therefore  inclined,  as  in  every  case 
which  occurs  here,  to  develope  all  the  grounds  for 
and  against  the  question,  in  order  that  the  courts 
may  form  their  views  on  these  investigations.  In 
what  way  else  can  they  hear  public  opinion?  Or  in 
what  better  manner  can  that  opinion  be  directed? 
t'he  very  first  article  of  the  act  of  confederation 
speaks  of  the  inviolability  of  the  individual  German 


States,  not  of  territories  or  dominions. — Since  thjen 
the  word  State  is  not  now  regarded  as  formed  merely 
of  five  alphabetic  cliaracters,  but  as  representing 
honor,  life,  liberty,  projierty,  and  the  security  of  in- 
dividuals, their  activity  aud  their  industr)*, 
question  of  protection  is  assuredly  something  impe- 
rative: but  the  different  hraoclies  of  the  question  as 
to  the  practicability  ofthe  protection,  and  its  extent 
are  worthy  of  serious  investigation. 

“On  llie  conclusion  of  tlie  Bourbon  family  com- 
pact, was  it  ever  a*>ked  whether  it  included  the  re- 
pression of  all  offences  and  acts  of  injustice  by  sea- 
and  land?  Whether  it  related  equally  to  mercliant- 
men  and  ships  of  war?  Tlie  retro-action  and  exten- 
sion of  the  present  evils  may  not  be  confined  to  the 
propagation  of  disease  only,  but  may  occasion  bank- 
rupt cies  and  loss  of  confidence  in  consequence  of 
the  execution  of  mercantile  orders  being  imped- 
ed, which  would  not  fail  to  produce  the  suspension 
of  several  branches  of  manufactures  in  the  inte- 
rior.” 

The  diet  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  tlie 
commission,  and  the  choice  fell  upon  count  von 
Goltz,  baron  Eyben,  baron  Gagern,  Herr  von  Berg, 
and  the  Syndic  Danlz. 

Resoiutipn — That  the  envoys  count  von  Goltz„ 
baron  von  Eyben,  baron  von  Gagern,  Herr  von  Berg 
and  the;SyndicDantz,  be  requested  to  submit  a joint 
opinion  on  the  most  efficient  precautions  for  secur- 
ing the  German  navigation  against  the  piracies  of 
the  Barbary  corsairs,  with  a view’  to  the  report  to  be 
made  to  the  courts  and  constituents  of  the  members 
of  the  diet. 


Spanish  Commission. 

We  have  been  favored  by  an  obliging  correspondent 
with  the  following  copy,'^taken  from  the  original, 
ofthe  cammission  granted  by  governor  Arradoa- 
do  to  tlve  Caddo  chief;  by  which  tlie  murder  of 
our  citizens  is  not  only  authorised,  but  strictly  en- 
joined-, and  that,  too,  on  a line  only  six  mifes  from 
Natchitoches  and  far  within  our  limits.  How 
long  will  our  government  brook  these  encroach- 
Aients?  \_J\i'atchez  reftvblican. 

Don  Jacquin  de  Arrndondo  Miono  pelegreno  liraxo 
o f Hayos  and  Venero,  Knight  of  the  order  of  Caleti- 
trnvo.  Brigadier  of  the  Royal  Armies,  Sub-Inspec- 
tor, and  general  commandant  of  the  Interrial  Oiienial 
Provinces,  General  of  operations  in  them,  &r.  &c. 
Whereas,  considering  the  friendship  and  good 
faith  the  great  captain  ofthe  Caddo  nation,  by  name 
JJehahnst,  has  ever  professed  for  the  Spanish  govern 
ment  and  subjects,  and  having  ultimately  presented 
liimself  for  the  purpose  of  making  further  assur- 
ances of  his  esteem  before  the  governor  of  1'exas, 
praying  that  he  maybe  permitted  to  seize  and  punish 
all  tlie  evil  minded  Spaniards,  French  and  Ameri- 
cans, who,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
of  the  government,  convey  horses  and  mules  to  tlie 
United  States,  stealing  them  from  the  faithful  Spa- 
niards, and  receiving  them  from  our  enemies  the  Co- 
manches,  whom  they  furnish  with  powder,  ammuni- 
tion and  knives,  and  other  things  with  which  they 
carry  on  hostilities  against  us: — 

Therefore,  by  these  presents,  I empower  the 
above  named  captain  Caddo,  that  he  with  his  nation 
and  friends  may  seize  all  classes  of  people  without 
distinction  which  he  may  find  in  the  uninhabited 
country  between  the  Arrayohonda  and  St.  Antonio 
de  Baxar,  and  that  if  they  make  any  resistance,  to 
kill  or  destroy  them  as  enemies — taking  from  them 
the  beasts  they  may  be  carrying  to  the  United  States, 
and  whatever  merchandize  tliey  may  be  taking  to  the 
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V-Com;uic'  ea sending  lliein  as  prisoners  iu  safe  keep  j sixly-five  cannon  luill  announce  that  Heaven  grants  to 


iig  to  St.  Antonio  de  Uaxar,  where  he  sliall  be  re-i 
warded  according  to  the  persons  and  beasts  he  may 
deliver  up,  and  that  no  chief  or  commandant  of 
Spani.s’i  troops  sliall  obstruct,  but  rather  aid  and  as 
si-t  him  iu  fulfilling  this  his  commission— I farther 
give  liim  the  present  passport  and  safe  conduct 


07ir  prayers  a male  successor  to  our  beloved 
wlii'ie  twelve  will  make  known  to  the  public  that  the 
queen  has  been  delivered  of  a daughter.  The  bells  of 
all  the  parisli  churches  of  the  city  will  be  set  in  mo- 
tir)u..,'rhechiefofficersofthepalace,the  captain  of  the 
guard  du  corps,  the  captain  of  tl.e  Halberdiers,  the 


Signed  by  my  own  hand,  and  countersigned  by  the  | colonels  of  the  Spanish  and  Walloon  guards,  the 

I IQlA  TIlGt  nF  Ct 'if  a U /I  1 1 \7  /\ P ♦ K ^ 1 1 r*  i I rv  P C f- o f O 


secretary,  in  Monterrv,  this25'h  O'lober,  1816. 
(Signe  l)  JA'CQUIX  DE  AU}tAl)OXDO. 
Pedro  Simon  del  Cauipo. 


Things  to  be  laughed  at. 

Paris  July  15.-  t'iie  I'appy  delivery  of  the  duch- 
ess de  Berri  has  filled  all  hea-'ts  w’itli  joy.  Every 
snr  shared  the  happiness  of  the  royal  family.  The 
imagination  indulged  itseP’m  decorating  the  future 
life  of  this  august  infant,  and  in  confering  on  it  all 
iHie  graces  and  virtue  ofits  mother.  The  first  proof 
effrrtiUfy  inspired  nevf  hopes.  Of  these  hopes  we  are 
cer’.alnly  noi  deprived.  They -rill  be  reaHsed.  But 
grief  and  mourning  must  now  be  substituted  for 
our  delight  Mademoiselle  exists  no  longer!  She 
lived  only  two  days  — Tlie  princess  died  yesterday 
/evening,  between  8 and  9 o’clock. 

Tiie  royal  family  is  plunged  in  sorrow.  Nothing 
can  eqo  il  the  grief  of  ihe  duke  of  Berri.  Us  noble 
heart  is  broken  by  tins  sad  misfortune.  If  any  thing 
can  diminish  the  regret  which  the  cruel  event  has 
occasioned,  it  is  the  assurance  tliat  the  state  of 
health  of  the  duchess  of  Berri  does  not  give  cause 
for  the  least  inquietude. 

July  17. — Last  night  at  nine  o’clock,  the  body  of 
the  princess  1 /OuisiiElizabeth  d’Artois,rnademoisclle 
whose  loss  both  the  royal  family  and  the  people  of 
France  at  this  moment  deplore,  was  placed  in  a car- 
riage  belonging  to  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Berri,  and  conveyed  to  St.  Denis  for  interment,  in 
ane  of  the  tombs  of  the  Basilique,  according  to  cus- 
tom. The  Abbe  Bombelles,  first  almoner  to  the 
duchess  of  Berri,  the  countess  of  Ferronays  and 
Monseran,  and  the  marquis  Rockemare,  attended 
the  funeral  in  separate  carriages.  Detachments  of 
the  body  guards  of  Monsieur,  hussars  and  cuiras- 
siers of  the  royal  guard,  preceded  and  closed  the 
procession. 

The  decease  of  the  young  princess  has  naturally 
much  afiected  the  royal  family;  the  event  could  not 
have  been  altogether  unexpected,  since  it  so  rarely 
happens  that  the  children  of  females  who  have  the 
measles  during  pregnancy  survive  for  any  number 
of  years.  In  fact  the  royal  infant  had  all  the  symp- 
toms of  this  disorder. 

July  18. — At  nine  in  the  morning  his  majesty 


nisters  of  state,  a deputy  of  the  council  of  state,  the 
cardinal  patriarch,  the  president  of  the  supreme  coun- 
cils, the  deputies  of  the  kingdom,  the  captaln«-gene- 
ral  of  the  armies,  the  deputies  of  the  grandees,  the 
pope’s  nuncio,  and  the  foreign  ambass  idors,  will  he 
present  at  the  baptism.  'J'e  Henm  will  be  sung  in  the 
royal  chapel  as  soon  as  the  king  gives  the  order. — 
That  the  public  may  know  in  an  instant  whether  the 
queen  has  been  delivered  of  a prince  or  princes,  it 
has  been  agreed  upon  that,  in  the  former  alternative, 
there  will  be  hoisted  on  an  angle  of  the  palace,  a 
flag  with  the  Spanish  colors;  in  the  latter  a white 
flag.  If  the  event  happens  in  the  night,  tlie  salvoes 
of  artillery  will  npt  take  pice  till  the  daw'n  of  day* 


Foreign  Articles. 


ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  stocks  fluctuate  considerably,  in  consequence 
of  the  many  speculations  in  them.  3 per  cent,, 
cons,  liad  been  up  to  84;  July  22,  81  1-8;  Aug,  2,  79, 
The  price  of  American  stocks  at  London,  Julv 
22d,  U.  Slates  bank  sliares  133  1 2— Louisiana  6 
per  cents  100  and  101—6  per  cents,  Aug.  2,  lor. 

The  price  of  American  flour  at  Liverpool  w'as  50. 
to  51s  per  barrel.  Upland  cotton,  17  to  20J. 

The  queen  of  England  lately  gave  a great  enter- 
tainment at  her  place  called  Frogmore — 300  per- 
sons were  present. 

IVardeids  letters  about  Bona^iarte,  said  to  liave 
been  written  on  board  the  Nortimmberland,  on  her 
passage  to  St.  Helena,  now'  are  acknowledged  for- . 
geries — the  product  of  the  brain  of  a bookseller 
named  Combe. 

The  navy — In  the  sixth  report  of  tlie  select  com- 
mittee on  retrenchments,  (says  a late  London 
paper,)  tliey  montion  that  the  naval  peace  estab- 
lishments naust  necessarily  be  larger  than  in  former 
times — The  other  maritime  nations,  during  the 
last  twenty  five  years,  they  add,  having  gone  on  in- 
creasing the  size  of  their  ships,  requires  a corres- 
ponding  system;— that  the  classes  of  64  and  50  gun 
ships  had  disappeared  and  74s  substituted  in  their 
place;  and  tliat  the  frigates,  sloops,  and  brigs,  of 
other  nations  had  fora  long  time  beer,  vastly  larg- 
er and  stronger  than  British  vessels  of  tlie  same 
j class;  and  that  measures  must  be  adopted  to  make 
went  to  tlie  Elysee  Bourbon,  and  passed  afi  hour  { ours  equal  in  every  respect — by  a complete  renova- 


with  the  Duo  de  Bend.  The  grief  of  tlie  prince  o/ by  the  construction  of  new  ships,  or 
found  some  mitigation  in  the  paternal  consolations  a thorougli  repair  of  all  such  as  are  judged  to  be 
of  the  monarch;  they  soothed  their  hearts  by  ming-j  in  a state  sufficiently  good  to  warrant  so  great  art 
ling  their  tears.— Ctm  they  be  ignorant  of  the  j expense.  [-'^/Uhis  comes  of  the  United  States  ] 

afaction?  Ii  is  the  assurance  of  a sentiment  of  love  Miss  O’Neill  has  declined  performing  at  the  Chel- 
and  of  grautude  which  we  bear  to  the  royal  family.  Uenhain  Theatre,  unless  the  manager  pars  her  fi- 

tlinco  ,>■  Kii  f o oeciiari-o  -iWi.  ....  ..  ^ • •' 


May  those  sentiments  contribute  to  assuage  the 
grief  of  the  august  pair,  and  may  propitious  Hea- 
ven cause  long  years  of  happiness  to  succeed  these 
days  of  sorrow  I 

Madnd,  July  1. — The  approach  of  the  delivery  of 
the  queen  is  an  event  which  occupies  both  court 
and  city.  A double  program,  exposed  to  public 
view,  prescribes  the  ceremonial  which  is  to  be  ob- 
served in  this  circumstance,  in  which  all  chances 
have  been  provided  for — that  is  to  say,  the  ceremo- 
nial is  difPerenly  regulated  for  a pi  ince  of  the  Astu- 
rias and  ap  infanta. — tn  the  first  case  a round  of 


hundred  pounds  for  one  week’s  personal  exertions! 

A letter  from  Dublin  says  that  “police  men  havs 
been  employed  in  escorting  baker’s  boys  with 
loaves  through  the  city, 

37^  Late  letters  from  England  whicli,  we  think, 
may  be  relied  'upon,  give  us  reason  to  doubt 
wlieiherthe  harvest  will  prove  so  abundant  as  wis 
e.xpected.  And  this,  at  least,  may  be  looked  for— 
that  there  v/iil  be  a considerable  rise  in  grain  and 
flour  before  the  product  of  the  harv^gtean  be  got 
into  the  market. 


u 
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ACT  OF  parltame:jt. 

An  act  to  allow  Bntiah  pfoods  to  be  exported  direct 
from  this  country  to  the  United  States  of  America 
upon  the  same  terms  as  when  exported  to  any  fo- 
reip^n  country. — [30^/t  June,  181 T”.]  < 

Whereas  by  a Convention  of  Commo’ce  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
signed  at  London  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  in  Article  the  se- 
cond is  provided  amongst  the  other  matters,  that 
no  higlier  or  other  duties  or  charges  be  imposed  in 
either  of  the  two  countries  on  the  exportation  of 
any  articles  to  his  Bntannic  Majesty’s  territories 
in  Europe,  or  to  the  United  States  respectively, 
than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  .*xportation  of  ♦he 
like  articles  to  any  other  foreign  country:  And 
whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  56th  year  of  his 
present  Majesty’s  reign,  intitled.  An  act  to  carry 
into  effect  a Convention  of  Commerce  concluded  be- 
■t7ocen  his  JMajesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
it  is  enacted,  that  upon  the  exportation  from  the 
United  Ki''gdom  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dize, the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of 
the  sftid  United  Kingdom,  or  any  of  his  Majesty’s 
territories  in  Europe,  direct  to  any  of  the  territo- 
Ties  of  the  United  State.s  of  America,  in  any  ship  or 
vessel  built  in  the  said  States,  or  condemned  as 
prize  there,  and  being  owned  by  subjects  of  the 
said  States,  and  whereof  the  master  and  three 
fourths  of  the  mariners  are  also  subjects  of  the 
said  States,  no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  paid 
or  payable  than  such  as  are  charged  or  imposed 
upon  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  when  ex- 
ported in  a built  ship  or  vessel,  navigated 

and  registered  according  to  law:  And  whereas  it  is 
expedient  that  the  said  United  States  of  America 
should  be  placed,  with  respect  to  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  of  the  produce  of 
Great  Brikiin  exported  thither,  on  the  same  footing 
as  when  the  same  are  exported  to  any  other  foreign 
country  whatever:  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
King’s  most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  lords,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that 
from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  same  duties  shall  be 
paid  or  payable  on  the  exportation;  of  all  goods, 
ware.s,  and  merchandize  of  the  growth,  produce  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  exported  direct  from 
thence  to  any  port  or  place  within  the  territories  of 
tlie  United  States  of  America  in  British  built  ships 
owned,  registered  and  navigated  according  to  law, 
'or  in  any  ships  built  in  the  United  States  ok'  Ame- 
rica, or  condemned  as  prize  there,  and  being  owned 
by  subjects  of  the  said  States,  and  whereof  the 
master  and  three-fourtlis  of  the  mariners  are  also 
subjects  of  the  said  States,  as  are  or  shall  be  paya- 
ble on  the  like  exportation  to  any  other  foreign 
country  whatever. 

n.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  it  ,shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  of  his  Majes- 
ty’s treasury  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  and 
they  dre  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  in  all 
cases  where  a greater  duty  has  been  charged  and 
paid  on  the  exportation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merdiandize  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Britain,  to  the  United  States  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  than  has  been  paid  on  the  exportation 
to  any  other  foreign  country,  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  repaid. 

HI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  so  long  aa  the  convention  be- 


I tween  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Anm 
ric»  shall  continue  in  force. 

FIUVCB. 

Mad.  de  Stael,  who  was  worth  as  many  royal  ba- 
bies as  would  stand  between  this  and  Jerusalem,  is 
dead.  [This  allu  les  to  the  loss  of  the  child  of  the 
duchess  of  Berri— see  “things  to  be  laughed  at,’- 
page  43  ] 

Frequent»comiers  to  and  from  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington, and  the  apparent  secrecy  with  which  every 
thing  is  conducted,  gives  rise  to  many  .speculations; 
and  something  very  important  is  supposed  to  f>c  in 
agitation. 

The  Paris  Constitutionel  has  been  s^ippressed  by 
order  of  the  French  minister  of  police,  according 
to  the  recommemlation  of  the  council.  This  is  the 
Tate  of  every  newspaper  that  attempts  to  tell  tlie 
truth;  and  hence  it  i.s  that  we  know  very  little  of 
the  real  condition  of  France. 

THK  FUENCK  CHUIICII. 

Letter  oj  the  Pope. 

To  the  archbishops  and  bishops  of  France;  Veuera- 

ble  brethren  and  dear  sons,  salvation  and  the 

apostolic  benediction. 

In  viewing,  after  so  many  terrible  vicissitudes  the 
vineyard  which  the  Lord,  has  planted  in  tlie  fine 
kingdom  of  France,  we  have  easily  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  means  of  cultivating  it  with  greater 
success  consisted  in  employing  a greater  number 
of  laborers.  This  is  whaf  o«ir  dear  son  in  Jesus 
Christ,  Louis,  his  most  Christian  majesty,  has  like- 
wise thought,  who,  desiring  to  consolidate  the  edi- 
fice, shaken  by  the  violence  of  the  winds,  has  ex- 
pressed to  us  his  anxious  wish  for  the  increase  of 
the  number  of  bishopricks,  by  giving  to  the  dioce- 
ses new  limits;  persuaded  that  this  new  measure 
would  afford  the  happiest  facilities  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  thie  great  king, 
dom.  There  is  no  need  of  long  discourse,  venera- 
ble brethern  and  dear  sons,  to  convince  you  with 
what  joy  and  with  what  zeal  we  are  disposed  to  se- 
cond, with  our  apostolio  authority,  the  pious  desires 
of  so  religious  a king;  for  it  is  not  the  changeable- 
ness of  human  affairs  (as  St.  Innocent  I.  says)  which 
has  inspired  us  with  the  idea  of  changing  the  state 
of  the  church;  but  we  congratulate  ourselves  that' 
God  gives  us  now  the  opportunity  of  accomplishing 
what  we  have  a long  time  desired,  and  what  only 
insurmountable  obstacles  have  prevented  us  from 
executing.  Our  intention,  therefore,  beingto  pre- 
serve the  archiepiscopal  and  episcopal  sees  at  pre- 
sent existing,  and  to  erect  anew  several  of  those 
which  existed  before  the  year  1801,  it  is  indi.spensa- 
ble  to  make  a new  division  of  the  dioce.ses,  which 
we  have  resolved  to  fix,  in  proposing  to  ourselves 
the  greatest  advantages  for  the  flocks  of  the  Lord. 

Your  own  experience  has,  doubtless  made  you 
feel  the  advantage  which  must  result  from  this  plan, 
for  the  good  administration  of  the  dioceses;  there- 
fore we  do  not  doubt  of  your  zealous  assent  to  this 
division.  It  is  with  perfect  confidence  we  make 
this  demand  from  each  of  you  by  these  letters.  It  is  a 
question,  my  venerable  brothers  and  dear  sons, 
which  regards  the  salvation  of  souls;  for  which  pur- 
pose there  cannot  be  too  great  sacrifices,  seeing  that 
our  Saviour  has  redeemed  them  with  the  price  of  his 
blood.  Shew  yourselves  then,  by  a prompt  reply, 
ready  to  acquiesce  in  our  cares,  and  in  the  salutary 
objects  of  the  most  Christian  king,  in  order  that 
measures  so  useful  may  not  be  disturbed  by  any 
spirit  of  contention,  and  that  no  obstacle  may  inter- 
fere with  the  execution  of  what  is  required  of  us 
by  that  solicitude  which  God  has  enjoined  as  a duty, 
with  respect  to  the  universal  church.  Inthe  mean 
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while,  we  ask  of  this  dispenser  of  .-dl  blessinj^s,  to  / enjoyed  that  privilet^p;  and  Sinigalia  is  also  to  en- 
diffuse  them  among  you;  and  we  affectionately  give/joy  it  during  the  Rur,  from  the  6tk  to  the  end  of 
you  the  apostolic  benediction  in  witness  of  our  pa- 1 July.  Ihis  ev« 


I i*altai\ 


r'ent  has  been  offieially  notified  at  (Jib- 


yon  tne  apostol 
ternal  benevolence. 

Given  at  castle  Gondolfo,  in  the  dioces^es  of  A1 
bano,  the  12lh  of  June,  1817. 

PIUS  VII,  P01‘E. 
fA  true  coi>yJ-  ■ Cardinal  Gomalvi. 

SPAT7T. 

.Ifudr/d, /u/jc  20— A circular,  of  the  7th  inst.  from  blisters  in  the  usual  form,  and  by  subsequent  anic 
; minisler  of  Finance  makes  it  known,  toat  all  dt  is  resolved  to  notify  to  all  tlie  powers  of  Euro 


the 


GERMAN  ». 

The  diet  of  Frankfort  have  unanimously  agreed^ 
upon  a resolution  declai-ing  the  confedera'ion  of 
(Germany  a free  and  independent  power,  having  the 
authority  to  send  to  and  receive  from  other  states  mi- 
les 

powers  ot  I'iurope, 


licensas  or  privileges  for  the  introduction  of  goods,  land  to  the  United  Slates  of  America,  that  the  diel 
free  of  duty,  Into  the  kingdofn,  are  rescinded;  andus  constituted  as  above  stated. 

that  none  of  the  kind  are  to  be  granted  for  tlie  fu-|  A mountain  in  uppe*-  Austria,  called  the  Ilaus- 
tui-e.  ‘ I ruck,  had  disappeared — Its  place  is  supplied  by  a 

rouTurA*.  I lake.  A doren  cottages  built  on  the  sides  had  dis- 

A commercial  letter  from  llayoune  asserts,  tliatj  appeared, 
the  Lisbon  plot  had  ramifications  in  many  provin-  A letter  from  Shxony  gives  a dreadful  account  cf 
ces  of  Portugal;  that  the  arrest  at  Coimbra  liad  the  state  of  live  people.  A famine  prevails — bread 
been  preceded  by  a tumult  and  that  several ! is  baked  of  potuto-pealings,  bran  and  of  oats, 

British  otiicers  had  fallen  victims  to  assassina- laud  even  these  are  scarce.  There  is  no' e.mploy- 
tion.  I meat  for  tJie  poor,  and  prospects  of  the  harvest  are 

A horrid  murder  has  been  committed  in  Lisbon,  | not  good.  (Xj^A  poor  felow  from  Westphalia  who 
Avhich  excited  much  interest.  A Portuguese  offi-  was  in  BaltiiwoVe  a few  days  ago,  said  that  the  Idwe^ 
cer  having  drawn  his  sword  on  one  of  his  sisters,  | class  tliere  fed  upon  oil  cubes  (flax-seed,  after  the 
on  the  interfcrernce  of  his  mother,  cut  down  and , oil  is  extracted)  adulterated  \v\W\  sa~M  dust 
stabbed  the  latter  through  tlic  heart.  The  unfor-  The  king  of  Bavaria  has  taken  decisive  rcc.isures 
lunate  object  of  bis  first  attack  was  also  desperate-  to  prevent  the  abuses  of  lotteries, 
ly  wounded;  Oind  the  other  sister,  in  attempting  her  NE’i’HEnLANDs. 

escape  from  tin?  charr.ber  where  this  tragedy  v^as  TunuiltS  exist  for  the  scarcity  of  food.  The 
performing,  was  precipitated  down  a flight  of  stone  people  seize  upon  provisions  and  sell  them  at  their 
steps,  and  her  skull  fractured.  The  WTetched  au-|o\\iu  price.  The  prospect  of  the  harvest  was  good.» 
tlior  of  these  crimes  was  soon  after  arrested  in  therrhe  king  is-on  a tour  through  West  Flanders. 
Sireel,  but  appeared  totally  in.differen,t  tx)  the}  watkuloo. 

bloody  deed  he  had  perpetrated.  An  English  paper  gives  a long  account  of  the 

iTALT.  1 monuments  erected  at  Waterloo  to  the  memory  of 

A London  paper  says.— U ks  stated  on  the  autho-  {tiie  officers^'who  fell  there.  Tiie  following  is ‘the 
rity  of  private  correspondence,  that  a treaty  lias  j last  paragraph  of  the  article. 

been  agreed  to  between  the  houses  of  Austria  and  [ “It  is  painful  to  conclude  this  account  with  a • iK- 


her  heart.  Tiie  young  prince,  her  son,  continues  j neither  iheduke  of  Wellington  nor  the  English  ar,- 
jusliiy  the  most  sanguine  hopes.  ^ The  king  and  j my  is  once  mentioned  in  the  narration? 
een  of  Spain  always  defend,  against  ev^ry  one,  nussiA. 


queen  of  Etviria,  infanta  of  Spain,  or  lier  heirs. 

Accounts  from  Home  (says  the  London  Courier) 
state,  that  tlie  old  court  of  Spain  is  very  melancho- 
ly. The  king,  the  queen,  and  tiie  prince  of  peace, 
have  each  their  separate  table.  The  queen  of  Etrvi- 
ria  visits  her  parents  only  from  etiquette,  though  she 
loves  them  tenderly,  lint  slie  wishes  to  avoid  Don 
Miu.uel  Godoy,  whom  she  abhors  from  the  hoi  tom 
of 
to 

queen  , , 

the  prince  of  peace.  “Xo  one  in  Europe”  they  botli 
say,  “knows  better  than  we  do,  bis  loyal  and  disin- 
terested intentions.  U was  not  bis  fauU,  not  only 
that  Spain  has  not  taken  her  proper  station,  but  also 
that  the  blackest  of  crimes  were  not  avoided  during 
the  Frenth  revolution.  The  prince  of  peace  had 
the  idea  of  proposing  to  the  national  convention, 
the  cession  o-f  Florida,  in  order  toobia.inthe  remo- 
val of  Loui^  XVI  ” 

Hie  old  king  of  Sardaniahas  assumed  the  habits 
and  regulations  of  S ..  Tguatius,  and  gives  himself  up 
entirely  to  exercises  of  piety. 

By  a decree  of  the  government,  corn  and  seeds 
are  allowed  to  be  imported  free  of  duty,  into  the 
kingdom  of  JWiples,  for  eight  years. 

A Jewish  rabbi,  his  wife  and  two  sons,  have  beei 
baptised  in  g ea  state  at  Rome. 

It  was  reported  in  England  that  jtbe  Austrian 
troops  were  to  evacuate  TIuples. 

The  pontiff  of  Rome  has  declaimed  the  po^t  of  Pon- 
ie-Lago  Scuro,  to  be  sifree  pm,  iflog 


including  many  distinguished  personages,  public 
functionaries,  &c.  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle  o1  Wutet’ioo  on  tlie  18th  ult.  by  a splendid 
fete  champetre  given  on  the  ficul  itself  The  Brus- 
sels paper  of  the  following  day  gives  a minute  ac=^ 
count  of  this  brilliant  commemoration,  with  all  the 
Loasts,  speeches,  5;c.  which  were  delivered  on  so 
striking  an  occasion.  Would  it  be  believed,  that 


The  following  Is  really  mngntmimovs,  and  as  piy- 
litic  as  it  is  wise;  if  persevered  in,  it  wi  1 draw  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  useful  emigrants. — The  em- 
peror Alexander  has  issued  a rescript  in  favor  O;. 
tue  sect  of  dissenters  from  the  Greek  church,  fc 
forbids  all  further  persecutions  of  this  sect,  and  ob- 
serves: “does  it  become  a Christian  governnreiu  to 
employ  harsh  and  cruel  rtieans  to  torture  and  exil^ 
to  bring  back  into  the  church  those  wlio  have  gon,e 
astray?  The  doctrine  of  the  Redeemer,  who  came 
i.ito  the  world  to  save  the  sinner,  cannot  be  sfiread 
by  restraint  and  punishment.  True  faith  can  only 
take  root,  witli  the  blessing  of  God,  by  conviction, 
instruciion,  mildness,  and,  aboye  all,  by  good  ex* 
ample. 

POLAND. 

The  patent  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  has  been, 
published  in  Gallicia,  for  the  establishment  of  a re- 
presentative constitution  in  Gallicia,Lodomeria,  and 
the  Bukowine.  This  eonsiitution  is  said  to  be  the 
r^ult  Qf  aa  agreement  between  the  powers  intt- 
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rested  in  the  affairs  of  Poland,  and  under  which  al- 
so, all  the  states  and  provinces,  heretofore  forminjj 
part  of  that  kingdom,  are  to  have  rep'res'entative 
constitutions. 

stVEnEir, 

Eernadotte’s  son  Oscar  came  of  age  on  the  4th  of 
June — the  “august”  occasion  was  celebrated  with 
great  solemnity.  There  is  a rumor  of  a war  with 
Bussia. 

BEJfMAIlE. 

On  the  night  of  the  25th  of  June,  the  prisoners  in 
the  work-house  at  Copenhagen,  set  it  on  fire,  in  ol- 
der to  escape;  biit  the  king  being  present,  ordered- 
the  troops  to  fire  at  all  those  wlio  sliould  attempt 
to  escape — About  28  or  30  men  were  sliot  or  pe- 
rished  in  the  flames — several  persons  in  attempting 
to  stop  the  progress  of  the  fire,  were  mistaken  for 
prisoners,  and  v/ere  fired  upon  by  the  soldiers;  one 
or  two  killed,  and  several  wounded.  The  next  day 
Ihe  king  had  six  of  the  jirisoners  who  were  saved 
from  the  flames  shot. 

euuope'ax  speculations. 

J^uremburg,  ^nly  10.  A public  Journal  says — 
“In  the  mediatio'n  of  the  great  powers  between 
Spain  and  Portugal,  important  explanations  are 
said  to  h.ave  been  brought  forward  respecting  the 
nature  of  the  S.icred  Alliance,  according  to  which, 
first,  it  is  valid  only  between  the  Powers  wlio  have 
expressly  concluded  it  with  each  otlier,  but  by  no 
means  as  their  allies  are  concerned,  with  whom  a 
special  treaty  is  neceffsary;  secondly,  the  contract- 
ing parties  engage  to  protect  each  Kiwer,  not  only 
in  the  integrity  of  its  whole  territory,  but  also  in 
all  its  constitutional  rights,  in  respect  to  its  subjects. 
In  conformity  with  these  arrangements,  and  the 
negociations  between  North  America  and  Spain, 
Russia,  it  is  stated,  has  engaged  to  support  the 
cause  of  Ferdinand  Yll.  in  Spanish  America,  with 
a squadron  of  six  ships  of  the  line,  and  several 
Jimaller  vessels,  and  vvilii  an  army  of  15  or  20,000 
men,  for  which  Spain  cedes  to  Russia  Old  and  New 
California,  in  America,  and  the  Island  of  Minorca, 
and  gives  It  also  very  important  commercial  adv^n- 
tages. 

North  America  Is  stated  to  have  engaged,  in  con- 
-slderation  of  the  cession  of  the  two  Fioridas  by 
Spain,  to  forbid  all  assistance  to  the  Insurgents  in 
its  territories. 

It  is  understood  that  Portugal  has  yielded  to  the 
reclamations  of  the  allied  powers  in  respect  to  tlie 
Spanish  territories — and  at  a late  meeting  of  the 
ambassadors  of  those  powers  it  is  said  that  the  in 
suvrections,  both  In  the  Brazils  and  in  other  parts 
of  South  America,  were  taken  under  serious  con- 
sideralion.  Engagements  are  spoken  of  which  the 
courts  enter  into,  and  in  which  they  invite  all  the 
Other  powers,  including  the  United  States  of  JVorth 
JlmericUy  to  join^  not  only  not  to  afford  any  kind  of 
assistance  to  the  people  ivho  are  in  a state  of  nsurrec 
tion^  but  entirely  to  break  off  allintercourse -ivith  them. 

How  far  the  negociations  have  advanced  cavinol 
yet  be  potitively  said;  but  It  is  certain  tliat  they 
are  going  on.  These  negoclation.s  and  llie  relations 
of  Russia  with  the  Pofte  and  Persia,  greatly  excite 
the  attention  of  the  English  Ministry.  It  is  thought 
in  England  that  a fleet  will  soon  be  equipped.  A 
Russian  squadron  has  sailed  from  Revel  and  Cron- 
stadt,  and  it  is  expected  shortly  in  the  North  Sea. 

America  and  England. — The  following  article  is 
copied  from  a London  paper  of  July  18,  being  a let- 
ter from  the  editor’s  correspondent  in  Paris — dated. 

“Pans,  .July  12  1817. 

“An  article  in  the  Journal  (Jies  de  Bebats  of  this 
irto;-ning  under  the  bead  of  Bruaselji,  likely  to 


excite  aUention,  w -e:.  u is  remembered  tha‘ 
foreign  intelligence  c.an  appear  in  the  coium- - of 
>.  Frencli  newspaper,  without  receiving  the  writ.tn 
authorization,  and  consequently  a degree  of  sanc« 
tion,  from  the  foreign  office.  The  article  states, 
“that  private  letters  announce,  that  a division 
exists  in  the  Britisli  Cabinet,  and  that  a w-ar  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  America  is  near  hand,  in 
which  case  lord  Grenville  offers  to  form  part  of 
the  ministry.”  For  some  lime  past,  the  Anti- 
British  Journals  of  this  country  have  dwelt  with 
complacency  on  the  same  idea.  In  another  con- 
tinent (says  the  Merem-y  of  this  morning)  t!ie 
fierce  rival  of  England  preserves  the  dignity  of 
her  attitude,  and  the  secret  of  her  designs.  .Mr. 
Monroe  visits  the  frontiers  and  the  coasts,  and  the 
dock-yards  of  the  interior;  he  reg.ards  with  sensi- 
bility the  monuments  of  American  glory;  he  en- 
courages, one  may  pen  add,  he  give.s  confidence 
to  the  citizens.  This  journey  resembles  a prepara- 
tion.” 

EAST  INniES. 

It  has  been  officially  published  In  India,  that  ac- 
cording to  an  act  of  the  British  parliament,  ve.«,sels, 
built  and  owned  in  tJie  United  States,  (a?ul  prize 
vessels,)  may  clear  out  from  any  port  r>f  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland  for  Calcutta,  Madras,  Bombay,  and 
prince  of  Wale.s  Island,  whth  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  w'hicli  may  be  legally  exported  to  Uie 
settlements  in  Britlsii  built  vessels,  subject  to  the 
like  regulations,  &c.  to  pay  the  same  duties  as  the 
vessels  of  the  most  favored  European  nation. 

A ship  under  English  colors,  bound  to  Mecca 
with  pilgrims,  has  been  taken  by  the  pirates,  and, 
all  on  board  murdered,  except  three  of  her  crew', 
who  made  their  escape. 

The  sixth  Bridsh  regiment  had  embarked  at 
Calcutta  for  St.  Helena. 

It  is  stated  that  the  parties  of  marauders,  who  in 
India  are  denominated  Pindarees,  have  committed 
extensive  depredations. 

Calcutta,  March  29. — Report  states  that  an  at- 
tempt to  re-establish  ihe  feudal  system  at  Java,  by 
compelling  the  people  to  work  in  the  roads  and  in 
clearing  the  drains,  had  led  to  an  insurrection 
which  has  been  followed  by  much  bloodshed.  The 
wliole  eastern  division  of  the  Dutch  army  marched 
against  the  disaffected,  and  having  concerted  a 
plan  of  operation  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  they  at- 
tacked them,  and  after  resistance  160  are  said  to 
liave  been  killed,  arid  500  taken  prisoners,  w’ho- 
'.yere  immediately  marched  to  a prison  at  Indra* 
mayo.  The  place  of  confinemirnt  was  so  limited 
that  they  had  hardly  room  to  breathe.  They  endea- 
vored to  procure  fresh  air  by  removing  the  tiles,  and 
being  resisted,  they  rose  upon  their  guard  defence- 
less as  they  were,  and  about  200  of  them  ivtre  bay- 
oneted on  the  spot.  The  rest  were  then  secured,  and 
put  into  boats,  were  some  died  of  their  wounds 
and  a great  many  jumped  overbo  ird. 

The  above  is  only  a little  type  of  the  manner  in 
v.’hich  the  British  and  Dutch  manage  their  afiairs  in 
the  East  Indies. 

NEW  SOtrTJI  WALES. 

l^From  a late  Sydney  paper.] 

The  population  of  the  British  tolony  of  New  South 
Wales  is  as  follows: — 

Civil  department,  men  51,  women  43,  children  93 
—Military,  men  561,  women  131,  cliildren  262 — 
Free  persons,  men  382,  women  172,  children  276-— 
Convicts,  men  1660,  women  265,  children  187 — Per- 
sons not  victualled  by  government,  men  3968,  wo- 
man 2103,  cliildren  2757.  Total.  12,911. 

Cultivation — Acfes  in  wheat  107 12>  maiz^e  6039, 
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barley  708,  o»t:s  610,  peasant  beans  5lf,  potatoes! 
333,  garden  901^  fallow  8768,  pastvire  180,373.  To-i 
tal  2t*8,547.  ' I 

lQua*Iruf>fifh.~Uoi'ses  2328,  horned  cattle  25,270, 
sheep  62,476,  goats  669,  hogs  10,106. 


JMarket.  ^luy  10,  1816 — wheat  I44S  per 


T^aize  or  corn,  4s.;  potatoes  9s.  per  cwt.;  fowls  5s. 
6(1.  per  pair;  egg.s  3s.  per  doz-.;  butter  6d  prer  lb 


vernments  of  Mexico  and  South  America,  &.t 
he.  he. 

I It  being  req»iisite,  by  the  order  of  the  hostile 
operations  by  me  undertaken  against  the  posses., 
sions  of  the. king  of  Spain,  in  both  East  an«  West 
bushel;'  Florida,  and  holding  the  maritime  forces  indispen- 


able  for  earning  into  eftV>ct  a frirmal  blockade- 
I Ee  it  known  to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  cora% 


Bengal  rum  is  imported  at  New  South  Wales.— andafierlbe  15ih  day  of  .September  next 
T ■ ' “ ' ' 

of 
cul 

a'griculture  of  the  colony.  The  natives  had  destroy-  i ’^Vlierefore,  I do  hereby  notify  to  all  the  neutr.H 
ed  many  plantations,  and  murdered  many  persons.  | friendly  governments  of 


They  also  often  have  bioiody  fights 
selves 


imong  Ibem- J America,  Mexico,  and  the’ two  Tloridas, 

that  the  aforesaid  ports  will  be  blockaded,  rgrtc- 
Tliere  is  a dispute  between  the  governor  and'^^^y  usages  and  practices  of  other  natimis; 

jTidges.  The  for.mer  insists  that  the  weU  educated  i lhat  such  blockade  being  necessary  to  the  suc- 
OQiivlcts  may  serve  as  atlornles,  the  judges  resist;  ^he  undertaking  entrusted  to  my  care  1/ 

and  no  court  is  held.  abovementioned  republican  governments,  for 

This  British  colony  has  good  seasons.  It  could  emancipat^n  of  East  and  West  Florida,  I hope 
have  exported  this  year  12,000  bitshels  of  excellent  I merchants  of  such  powers  as  may  be  in- 

wheat. 
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terested  in  the  trade  of  the  Sp  irish  possessions  in 

I the  Fioridas,  will  not  risk  Uieir  property  sending  it. 

Coals  are  abundant,  pine-spars,  crooked  timbers, ; them,  as  the  15th  of  September,  all  vessels 
s!ea  elephants  oil,  and  New  Zealand  fiax,  are  only  ! to  said  blockaded  ports,  shall  be  warned  ofl; 

got  in  small  quantities.  Sandal  wood  is  got  with  I hut  in  case  they  should  prove  refractory,  by  endea 

, vonng  to  hold  a communication  with  the  enemv.  af 


liifMculty. 

EARBART  POWERS. 

(X^For  proceedings  of  the  German  di^  respect 
ii>g  fiarbary  piraces,  see  page  41. 

Plague  (It  ^Hgiers. — A letter  frow  Gibraltar  dated  I 
June  18,  received  at  iJoyd’s,  says — Intelligence  has 
been  received  f:*om  Algiers,  stating  that  many  are  | 
sick  in  tliat  place.  People  who  were  all  day  in  their  I 
shops  in  good  health,  wdien  they  retire  at  night  af-j 
ter  suppei*,  make  a convulsive  cry  and  remain  dead.  | 
Afoors  walking  in  the  street  suddenly  dig — It  is  said 
to  be  the  plague. 

A man  of  war  brig  supposed  to  be  Turkish  was 
erasing 
bourg 
about 

jwid  Hanseatic  ships. 

Every  thing  was  quiet  at  Algiers.  The  dey  lias 
Recently  received  some  recruits  from  Turkey.  The 
bashaw  of  'Fripoli  has  presented  to  the  prince  re- 
gent of  England  some  remains  of  antiquity  at  Lebj  - 
da,  the  site  of  ancient  Carthage. 

HATTI. 

The  Congress  frigate,  capt.  Morris,  with  Mr.  Ty- 
ler on  board  as  c(;Dsu1,  was  well  received  at  Cape 
Henry.  But  there  is  a report  that  no  negociations 
took  place  io  consequence  of  that  port  being  de- 
.sigiiated  by  oar  government  as  Cape  J^rancois — a 
name  unacknowledged  in  the  island. 

BRAZIL. 

Ry  vessel  arrived  at  Lisbon  it  appears  tiiat  two 
hard  battles  had  been  fought  between  the  royalists 
and  patriots  of  Brazil  iti  which  the  latter  were  de 
feated,  after  fighting  most  manfully.  On  the  22nd 


communication  with  the  enemy,  all 
jail  those  found  violating  the  blockade  the  second 
. time,  shall  be  considered  and  held  as  good  and  law- 
[fill  prizes. 

Given  at  the  head  quarters  of  Fernandina, 
(Amelia  Island)  on  the  21st  of  Auiauit, 
1817-7  hi. 

GUEGOIl  MACGREGOR. 
Joseph  Dr  Yrtuarren.  .sec’ry. 

R.  Finlay, 


Printer  to  the  government. 

“Spanish”  America. 

The  Spanisl)  government  is  said  to  have  present- 


properly  replied,  that  as  no  sucli  proceeding  has 
taken  place  with  the  countenance  of  the  British  go- 
I'ernment,  if  any  of  its  subjects  were  taken,  the 
Spaniards  might  deal  with  them  accordingly.  This 
is  eight;  he  that  fights  URder  a foreign  flag,  witliout 
Liie  sanction  of  his  country,  lias  no  claim  for  pro- 
tection hut  under  that  flag. 

^ There  is  a report  that  tlie  Patriots  have  taken 
the  city  of  Carracas.  The  privateer  Gen.  Antigar. 
has  captured  two  Spartisli  vessels;  one  with  a cargo 
of  indigo  .and  cotton,  a:;d  ISO, QUO  dollars  in  specie^ 
the  other  nearly  as  vaUiable. 

It  is  stated  that  two  Portuguese  frigates  have 
recently  captured  three  priv;\teers,  or  piratical  ves- 
sels, one  of  which  was  sent  into  Li.sbon,  One  of 
the  crew  of  this  vessel  informed  that  they  had  cap- 
’ lured  an  English  and  an  American  vessel,  and  mur- 
(loed  every  one  of  the  crews.  In  consequence  ef 


of  July,  as  it  is  said  that  the  royal  government  was  ! information  the  whole  crew  of  the  pirate  vvei-e 
• -p.i  - : I- r.  . sentenced  to  be  hung. 

CHILI. 

The  pa'rlots  appear  to  he  In  complete  and  liuiis-- 
I pitted  possession  of  C..»lli — it  is  a vei’y  rich  and  most 
j delightful  country. 

j “Santiago,  26th  March,  1817. 

I ' PROCLA.MATION. 

The  Supreme  Director  of  the  State  of  Chili,  &c. 
If  in  every  society  an  hidividual  ouglit  only  to  he 

...  (li'^ti^^guished  by  his  virtue  and  merit,  in  a republic 

das,  under  thft  ^cjwnts.uiQ  ofth^  supcen[ie  go-  the  nse  of  tliose  b.adgesand  hteroglypkics  whici 


in  quiet  possession  of  the  province  of  Pernambuco. 
The.  new  .governor  had  arrived  fro.m  Rio . Janeiro 
with  4000  troops.  Most  of  the  leaders  of  the  insur- 
rection had  been  executed. 

DECLARATION  OF  BLOCKADE. 

Gregor  JI/orGregon.— Brigadier  general  of  tjie  ar- 
mies of  the  United  Provinces  of  New-Grenada 
and  Venezuela,  and  general  In  chief  of  that  des- 
tined to  emancipate  the  provinces  of  both  Flori 
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annotmce  the  nobility  of  preL’eccsaoj’s  is  i.uo'er 
a nobility  too  ofte.i  confered  in  reward  ot  servic  es 
which  de-  i'ucle  tiie  hum.-n  r:;.ce.  Tlie  hones^^  c iti- 
zen,  the  piiti-iot  who  is  distinp^nished  by  fulfillinp^ 
his  duties,  is  the  only  i)erson  w'  o deserves  to  be 
perpeutated  in  the  memory  of  freeme!'.:  “VVherefor  ^ 
i prescribe  and  command,  that  within  the  term  of 
eitrid  days,  the  escutcheons,  arms  and  Insignia  of 
nobility,"with  wliicli  tyrants  recompeused  royal 
injuriv'‘s  inflicted  on  their  vassals,  be  removed  h-oai 
all  the  doors  and  gates  of  our  streets.  That  diis 
may  come  to  the  knowledg’e  of  all,  let  it  be  pr  mted, 
published,  and  posted  up.  BauxAui)  O’lliouiss. 
Michael  de  Zahariy^  Secretarv  of  Stale. 

[H'-re  follows  (observes  the  Columhian,  to  whic'n 
we  are  indebted  for  a translatioii  of  the  preced- 
ing) an  intelligent  essay  on  the  absurdity  of 
nobility,  beginning  with  this  observation:  “Among 
the  most  ancient  prepossessions  v>'hich  degrade 
the  human  species,  that  fana<^icism  of  nobility  is 
very  remarkable,  which  fills  society  with  criraipal, 
proud,  and  lazy  egotists.”] 

CHRONICLE. 

'»■' There  is  a report  that  Tvlr  Crown inshi,e!c!  is  :.boui 
resigning  tlie  office  of  secretary  of  the  navy.  Mr.. 
Tdit  is  spoken  of  as  his  probable  s.uccessor. 

Furs.  A schooner  and  sloop  have  arrived  at  Buf 
fair),  with  472  packs  of  furs,  owned  by  Mr.  Aster, 
of  New  York,  and  others.  They  consist  of  beaver, 

. otter,  muskrat,  bear  skins  and  buffalo  robes,  and 
are  valued  at  more  than  150,000  dollars. 

12th  of  Septeirber.^ln  honor  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  buttle  of  North  Point,  the  Baltimore  brigade 
turned  out  yesterday.  Particulars  may  be  given 
hereafter  for  record. 

Mississippi.  Just  as  our  paper  was  going  to  pres.s 
v/e  received  a copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  nev/ 
state  of  Mississippi — which  shall,  of  course,  be  in- 
serted. The  final  question  pn  it  was  carried  with 
©Illy  one  dissenting  voice. 

Com.  Decatur.  The  rich  and  tasteful  service  of 
.plate,  intended  for  presentation  to  Com.  Dec.atnr  by 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  i.s  finished,  and  has  been 
exhibited  for  the-  gratification  of  the  people — Tiie 
service  consists  of  One  Epergne;  Two  3oup  Tureens. 
Two  21-inch  Dishes;  Two  17  do.  do;  Four  15  do. 
do;  Two  Vegetable  Dishes,  Two  Sauce  Tureens, 
The  work  was  executed  by  Mr.  ^ E.  Warner 
of  Baltimore,  and  may  bear  a comparison  with  any 
’thing  of  the  kind.  It  is  truly  superb. 

Each  piece  bears  the  following  inscription: — 

THE  CITIZENS  OF  HALTIMORE  TO 

COM.MODORE  STEPHEN  DECATUR, 
liebus gestis  insigni;  ob  virtutes  dilecto.* 

West  Point. — The  disturbances  at  this  post  are 
quieted  by  the  prompt  interference  of  gea.  S'wift. 
Capt.  Patridge  is  said  to  be  arrested. 

Deaths  at  Charleston  for  the  week  ending  Aug. 
31 — 62;  of  whom  32  were  of  the  yellow  fever,  and 
11  of  Other  fevers.  The  board  of  health  say — r“of 
these  that  died  last  week,  it  must  be  observed,  that 
all  were  strangers,  except  the  children;  and  more 
particularly,  in  no  instance,  do  we  know  of,  that  the 
prevailing  fever  is  contagious.” 

Bare  footed  Zoffies*~Among  the  ridiculous  ac- 
counts given  by  emigrants,  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  this  country,  we  recollect  nothing  more 
truly  laughable  than  the  following  extract  of  a let- 
ter from  an  English  emigrant  in  Philadelphia  to  his 
friend  in  England.  The  letter  is  published  in  the 

* Renowned  for  his  valor;  Jieloved  {pr  iys  virUiss. 


:‘vMontbly  Magizlne,”  (Lo:',don)  of  Ft-brnuiy,  1817 
I Meiv-Tu)  k K't  Post. 

1 “Things  appear  mn''h  more  of  the  Prencli  patu-rn 
.than  I expected,  particularly  the  dr#*sses  of  'he 
ladies.  These  look  like  s:‘.nd  bags  tied  in  the  mid- 
ydie;  the  m::jority  wearing  nmtbcr  stays,  caps,  shoes 
; or  stockings,  only  when  in  full  dress.  My  wife  wa» 
at  first  surprized  at  their  mrmiter,  bi!t  r.'.w  it  is 
familiar;  I cannot  persuade  her  to  be  fashionable.” 
Mirth  Carolina. — The  following  statement  exhi- 
bits tiie  result  of  the  election  receiitly  held,  in  the 
state  of  North  C.irolina  for  rt-presentutives  io  the 
fifteenth  congress.  Tlic  (ir'it  column  exhibits  the 
names  of  the  representatives  from  llie  same  state  in 
the  preceding  congress. 


NOW  ELECTED. 


Slocnmb 

.Lemuel  Sawyer 
\.'llcxa7uler  JUac  Millc^ 
Llames  Owen 
jj.  S.  Smii.li 
jtVeidon  N,  Edwards 
jDaiiiel  M.  Forney 
'f-’iOmas  Settle 
Frdix  Walker 
George  Mum  ford 
Lewis  IVilliams 
iJr^tn  H.  H:dd 
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BLACKFRIARS 

89,640 

61,069 

769 

533 

2,924 

1,502 

1,240 

990 

485 

509 

764 

822 

IN  THE  LATE  CO.NGRESS, 

Williafu  Gastim 
William  H.  .Murfree 
foh?i  Culpepper 
Charles  Hooks 
Samuel  Dickens 
Welden  N.  Edward.s 
Daniel  iVI.  Forney 
Bartlfcti  Y.iucey 
Israel  Pickins 
William  C.  Love 
Lewis  Wiltiams 
James  W.  Clark 

I'hose  in  Italic  are  “oppositionists”. — Mat.  Tnt. 
Account  of  p':<ssetigcrs,  &c.  over  London  and  Jllack‘ 
friars  Bridges  in  one  day,  LAy  11,  1816. 

LON 

Foot  Passengers, 

Waggons, 

Gai  ts  and  Drays, 

Coaches, 

Gigs  and  taxed  carts. 

Horses, 

CAPTAIN  manby’s  INVENTION. — Frovta  Londou  paper. 

During  the  gale  on  Wednesday  last,  the  Spanish 
brig  Bi'baino,  from  London  bound  to  Biiboa,  witli 
a valuable  cargo  of  merchandize,  drove  ashore  near 
Rottingdean.  Soon  after  site  struck,  the  agent  for 
the  use  of  capt.  Manby’s  invention  attended  with 
the  apparatus,  and  a rriort  .r  was  pianted  cm  the 
summit  of  the  cliif,  from  which  was  dischu’-ged  a 
barbed  shot  with  u rope  attached  tliereto,  coiled 
on  a frame  for  the  purpose,  in  the  hope  of  lodging 
it  some  where  about  the  vessel..  The  fir-st  shot 
failed  in  effect,  but  a second  left  the  rope  pending 
from  her  broken  foremast  towards  the  deck — Tiie 
tempest-tossed  seamen  did  not  appear  to  know  the 
precise  use  it  was  expected  they  sliould  make  of 
it;  but  appropriate  gestures  from  those  on  land 
soon  conveyed  that  necessary  information,  and  the 
whole  crew,  numbering  twelve  souls,  were  in  a 
short  space  of  time  rescued  from  their  perilous 
situation,  and  with  a facility  and  ease  that  amazed 
and  delighted  all  present.  As  the  tide  receded 
the  hull  of  the  vessel  was  left  dry,  which  had  re- 
ceived but  little  injury,  and  the  cargo  none. 

The  Tri-colouved  cockade. — At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolution  tlie  French  nulional  cockade 
was  green,  as  an  emblem  of  hope,  but  the  dnke  of 
Orleans  joining  the  people,  out  of  compliment  the 
cockade  was  changed  to  the  colour  of  his  liveries. 
And  on  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
from  America  the  national  guard  changed  its  uni- 
form to  that  of  the  American  army,  which  it  has 
ever  since  pre.servecl. — Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 
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THE  PAST THE  PUESF.^TT — Foil  THE  l UTCllK. 

rniNTEl)  AND  rUBLlSHED  HY  H.  N1LF.S,  AT  ^5  PEIl  ANJir.M,  PAYAULE  IN  ADVANCE. 


\V>  li;ive  iwo  loi>^  and  laborious  articles  in  pre- 
p . ration;  viz. — The  concluding  number  on  **Po!iti- 
cal  Economy,’'  and  a statistical  essay,  to  shew  the 
lecfithnncy  of  Icings,  with  some  account  of  the  loss 
of  life  occasioned  by  their  ambition;  historical  and 
comparative — with  particular  relei'ence  to  the  mo- 
dern affairs  of  England  and  France,  in  Europe  and 
tlie  East-Indics. 

ObituaTy  notices  of  the  late  gen.  A.  Pickens  and 
g,)v.  Early,  are  laid  off  for  our  next. 

Broad  (Question. 

A correspondent  requests  the  following  ques- 
tion may  have  a place  in  the  Uegistp^r: 

*‘What  amendments  Hi*e  necessary  to  the  consti- 
tution of  llie  United  States?” 

Perhapsj  at  this  season  of  profound  peace, 
when  party  has  so  much  lowered  its  tone  as  to 
be  willing  to  search  truth  in  the  essays  of  its 
opponent,  some  good  might  be  produced  by  a 
discussion  of  this  question — for  some  amend- 
ments seem  necessary,  at  least  to  prevent  fnr- 
ther  conflicts  of  opinion  at  times  when  it  may 
be  most  essential  that  we  should  all  act  toge- 
ther. 


Attack  upon  Baltimore. 

The  anniversaries  of  the  battle  at  JSTorth- 
Point  and  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  JSPIIen- 
ry,  were  duly  honored  at  Baltimore  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last,  the  12th  and  13th  of  Sept. 
On  the  12th,  the  third  brigade  paraded  on 
Hampstead-Hill,  near  the  entrenchments,  and 
there,  after  performing  a variety  of  military 
manceuvres,  with  its  usual  exactness  and  pre- 
cision, was  divided  into  two  parties  and  en- 
gaged in  a sham  fight.  After  which  the  27th 
regiment,  and  several  detached  companics,pas- 
sed  round  the  battle  monument,  with  reversed 
arms,  to  solemn  music.  On  the  ISth,  the  com- 
panies which  had  assisted  in  the  defence  of 
Fort  M' Henry  visited  that  now  very  respect- 
able fortress,  where  they  partook  of  a splendid 
repast,  in  the  presence  of  commodore  Rodgers 
and  lieut.  col.  Jrrnistead,  who  commanded  on 
that  memorable  day:  and  also,  in  like  manner, 
marched  round  the  monument.  The  happy 
occasion  was  embraced  to  present  to  our  gal- 
friend,  commodore  Rodgers,  the  i*ich  ser- 
vice of  plate  prepared  for  him  by  the  citizens 
of  Baltimore,  in  testimony  of  his  services  at 
the  time  of  our  need,  an  account  of  which  is 
given  in  the  preceding  volume  of  the  Register. 
It  is  witli  pleasure  we  add,  that  no  accident 
occurred  to  mar  the  feelings  of  those  days,  so 
dear  to  recollection,  so  honorable  to  remem- 
brance, in  Baltimore. 

Vot.  XIII, 4.  ' 


Xaviil  rates  and  actual  force. 

We  notice  with  pleasure  the  following  arti- 
cle in  a Liverpool  paper  of  the  2d  ult.  It  i>  a 
thing  that  “is  rigiit  in  itself;*’  and  wc  trus t that 
the  example  wul  be  followed  by  all  the  mari- 
time nations  of  the  world,  and  especially  by 
the  United  States;  who,  having  copied  from 
Bngland  the  “paltry  deception,”  ought  not  to 
be  slow  in  putting  the  aftair  upon  its  renl  me- 
rits. 'Bhis  is  what  wc  have  long  desired. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  that.,  however  incon- 
siderable our  naval  foixe  is,  a continual  refer- 
ence is  made  to  it  by  the  British,  so  powei  ful 
at  sea.  It  is  very  evident  that  they  look  to  ii. 
for  a future  dispute  for  the  trident;  and  if 
seems  likely  thai,  to  pjepare  against  it,  'they 
will  gradually  re-model  their  whole  navy,  to 
enable  it  to  cope  with  our  ships: — the  pt  oject 
has  been  proposed  by  the  naval  committee. 

Prom  the  Liverpool  Advertiser  of  AugiLSt  2. 

An  important  otRcial  document  his  appeared  ia 
the  shape  of  proposals  and  regulations  relative  t ) 
the  navy,  mude  by  the  board  of  admiralty,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  an  order  of  conncil.  Af.er  going  at  great 
length  into  what  may  be  termed  the  minutia  of  tl-;e 
service,  there  is  a reform  effected  which  must  give 
every  Englishman  satisfaction.  Auer  elucidating 
the  accidental  causes  which  have  introduced  the 
existing  anomaly  of  rating  ships  at  a certain  num- 
ber of  guns,  while  their  real  complement  exceeded 
that  nominal  anwunt,  the  board,  with  a just  and 
patriotic  feeling,  maile  the  following  observation, 
— “We,  trust  we  sliall  be  excused  for  observing  to 
your  royal  higlmess  that  it  is  wholly  unworthy\hc 
character  of  the  royal  navy  of  this  kingdom,  to 
maintain  tliis  system  which  though  Introduced 
without  any  design  of  decjeption,  yet  may  give 
occasion  in  foreign  nations,  to  accuse  us  of  niisres- 
presentations  when  we  state  that  a Egi.ish  fi  ig  u.e 
of  38  guns,  has  taken  a foreign  frigate  o.f  44,  whvlt 
in  fact  the  British  frigate  w’as  of  ’equal,  if  not  su- 
perior force.”  It  should  be  remembered,  ilut 
though  this  practice  with  respect  to  us,  arose  from 
the  lapse  of  time,  and  the  change  of  circumstance  ^ 
it  was  practised  against  us  by  the  Americiuis,  in  a 
late  war,  as  a paliry  deception,  A proof  of  this 
now  rppears  in  the  document  before  tJie  ])ubllc.  It 
is  there  officially  stated,  that  the  American  sliip 
President  had  55  guns  mounted  on  the  day  of  her 
capture,  tlioug'h  she  was  rated  at  only  44,  * In . he 
British  navy  this  practice  will  no  longer  continue, 
for  it  is  now  ordered  that  the  rule  which  prev,.il..,d 
prior  to  1738  shall  be  revived,  and  in  f.iture  ait 
his  majesty’s  ships  will  be  rated  at  the  iminher  of 
guns  and  carronades  which  they  actually  can  y o i 
their  decks,  quarter  decks,  and  forecastles.  We 
sincerely  rejoice  in  this  regulation,  for  tlic  n.ivy  of 
England  stands  upon  a basis  too  broad,  and  unus.Lil- 
able  to  require  the  aid  of  any  little  evasive  tricics 
— she  can  never  want  them  as  palliailives  for  defeat, 
and  she  should  disdain  the  blots  which  tarnish 
[Conquests. 
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British  Statistics. 


Abstract  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Revenue  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  Years  ending  the  5ih 
.Tidy,  1816,  and  5th  July,  ISIT;  and  also  the  Total  Produce  of  the  Customs  and  Excise. 


f 

♦ 

t 

rEAll  ENIlIxJ 
July  5,  1816.| 

TEAn  ENDliXG 

July  5, 1817. 

jo  usT-;. MS.. ..consolidated £4-, 749, 350 

Customs.. ..consolidated... 

...  if 5.367,836 

1 “ annual  duties 2,367,380 

1 

“ annual  duties. 

2,900,109 

1 “ War  ta.xes 2,705,068 

1 

“ war  taxes 

556 

r 

. 9,821,998; 

8,268,501 

jlixciss consolidc  -ed.... if  18,418,749 

PlxcisE xonsolldated... 

,.  if  17,072,06  f 

1 “ annual  duties 581,024 

“ annual  duties.. 

532,744 

] war  tuxes.., 6,344,099 

“ war  taxes 

3,629,404 

f. 

25,34.8,872, 

21,234,214 

IStamps,  . . . . . 

6,223,843: 

Stamps, 

6,030,997 

! Post-office,  . . . . 

1,472,000: 

Post-office, 

1,360,000 

1 Assessed  taxes,  . . ..  . 

6,020,302; 

Assessed  taxes,  . 

. 

5,933,664 

1 Property  tax,  ..... 

14,226,442 

Property  tax,  . 

. 

4,725,119 

jl/und  taxes,  ..... 

1,087,226 

Land  taxes  . 

. 

1,187,413 

i Unappropriated  war  dutie.s,  . 

Unappropriated  war  duties,  . 

1,417,755 

i. Miscellaneous  .... 

371,834 

Miscellaneous, 

. 

258,688 

iAiiiuiai  duties  on  pensions,  &.c. 

16, 

Annual  duties  on  pensions,  &c'. 

4,016 

{ 

Total  . . . . 

£64,567,533] 

Total  . 

if 50, 420, 367 

Thanks  of  Congress. 

Almost  every  body  has  heard  of  the  suffer- 
ings and  maiTellous  escape  of  our  countryman, 
captain  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 

seWLed  by  the  Arabs, transported  through  the  in- 
terior, and  finally  ransomed  by  Wm,  Willshir^^ 
mi  English  merchant,  resident  at  Magadore. 
Captain  Riley’s  book  is  one  of  the  most  inte- 
resting publications  that  has  appeared  for  some 
years,  and  has  added  much  to  our  stock  of 
geographical  knowledge.  He  prevailed  upon 
his  Arab  master  to  carry  him  to  Magadore, 
where  he  pretended  he  had  a friend  that  would 
pay  a large  ransom  for  him.  The  condition 
Was,  that  if  he  was  not  ransomed  as  expected, 
his  throat  was  to  be  cut  immediately! — So 
great  were  Riley’s  sufferings  that  he  took  this 
risk — he  knew  no  person  at  Magadore;  he 
trusted  to  accident,  and  happened  to  meet  with 
Willshire,  an  entire  stranger,  who  even  did 
moi’e  foy  the  Arab  than  had  been  promised,  &c. 
Th,e  ‘^Federal  Republican?^  proposes  that  the 
thanks  oTCongress  should  be  given  to  this  good 
Englishman,  who  has  since  rescued  several 
others  of  our  countrymen  from  Arabian  slave- 
ry.. W e most  heartily  accord  with  this  idea^ — 
the  thanks  of  Congress  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
given;  but  an  act  Ime  this,  of  holy  benevolence 
and  Christian  charity,  claims  a mark  of  the  na 
tk>nal  gratitude. 


Sea.  Serpents. 

It  being  now  an  admitted  fact — established 
by  the  testunony  of  so  many  witnesses  as  to 
prevent  controversy  about  it, — thati®onstrous 
fishes,  of  the  serpent  kind,  inhabit  the  sea,  we 
many- ac<^!0isnt^  of  such  anipialp  hi^ying 


been  seen  at  different  periods;  which  those  who 
did  see  them, were  prevented  from  saying  much 
about,  by  the  fear  ridicule  for  dealing  in  the 
marvellous.  AVe  already  have  some  six  or  seven 
of  these  accounts.  The  following,  being  a copy 
of  a letter  from  William  Lee,  esq.  late  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Bordeaux,  and  now  ac- 
countant in  the  treasury  department,  to  Dr.^ 
Mitchell,  of  New-York,  is  worthy  of  record, 
and  may  serve  as  a specimen  of  the  rest. 

WASHiNGTOpr,  September  2,  1817. 
dear  sir — The  description  given  in  our  nevrs- 
papers][of  a sea-serpent,  lately  seen  forseveral  days, 
in  and  about  Cape- Ann  harbor,  has  brought  to  my 
recollection  one  of  this  species. 

“On  a passage  I made  from  Quebec,  in  1787,  in. 
a schooner  of  about  50  tons  burthen,  while  stand- 
ing in  for  the  Gut  of  Canso,  the  island  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton being  about  four  leagues  distant,  one  of  the 
crew  cried  out  “a  shoal  ahead!”  The  helm  was 
instantly  put  down  to  tack  ship,  when  to  our  great 
astonishment,  this  shoal,  as  we  thought  it  to  be» 
moved  off,  and  as  it  passed  athwart  the  bow  of  our 
vess  1,  we  discovered  it  to  be  an  enormous  sea-ser- 
pent, four  times,  at  least,  as  long  as  the  schooner.  Its 
back  was  of  a dark  green  color,  forming  above  the 
water  a number  of  little  hillocks,  resembling  a 
chain  of  hogsheads.  I was  then  but  a lad,  and  being 
much  terrified,  ran  below  until  the  monster  was  at 
some  distance  from  us.  I did  not  see  his  head  dis- 
tinctly; but  those  who  did,  after  I had  hid  myself 
in  the  cabin,  said  it  was  as  large  as  the  small  boat 
of  the  schooner.  I recollect  the  tremendous  ripple 
and  noise  he  made  in  the  water,  as  he  went  off  from 
us,  which  I compared  at  that  time  to  that  occasioned 
by  the  launching  of  a shipi 

“My  venerable  friend,  Mr.  , of  your  city, 

was  a passenger  with  me  at  the  time.  He  will  cor-- 
roborate  this  statement,  and  probably  furnish  you 
with  a better  description  of  this  monster;  for  I well 
recollect  his  taking  his  stand  at  the  bow  of  the  ves*- 
' \yith  courage,  to  oxanun^  it,  whi^g  the 
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Other  passengers  were  intent  only  on  their  own 
safety.  , 

“At  Ilalifajt,  and  on  my  return  to  Boston,  when 
frequently  describing  this  monster,  I was  laughed 
at  so  immoderately  that  I found  it  necess'ary  to  re- 
main silent  on  the  subject,  to  escape  the  imputa- 
tion of  using  a traveller’s  privilege  of  dealing  in  the 
marvellous.” 

That  a serpent  encountered  the  army  under 
Regulus.  in  Africa,  in  tlie  fir^t  Punic  war,  is 
a well  established  historical  fact.  He  was  at 
length  killed;  and  the  skin,  120  feet  long,  with 
the  jaw-bone  of  tke  monster,  sent  to  Umne. 
That  serpent  probably  came  from  the  sea,  be- 
ing first  discovered  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Bagrada.  W e also  frequently  hear  of  the  Ana- 
conda of  the  Kast-lndies,  from  30  to  50  feet 
long;  which,  we  are  told,  attacks  and  kills, 
with  entire  ease,  and  devours,  at  once,  the 
largest  tygers  of  that  ctmntry,  the  fiercest  and 
most  foi  midable  of  quadrupeds. 

The  sea-serpent  still  keeps  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  United  States,  feeding  on  herring^ 
and  other  small  fish.  He  has  been  seen  lying 
on  the  surface  of  the  v/ater,  coiled  up  and  ap- 
parently reposing. 


The  late  Robert  Fulton. 

From  a review  of  Coldeii*  s life  of  Fulton”  published 
in  the  JV'ew  York  Monthly  Magazine ^ the  follow- 
ing interesting  extracts  are  made. 

Robert  Fulton  was  bhrn  of  Irish  parents,  in  Little 
Britftih,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1765.  His  family  is  said  to  have  been  respecta- 
ble, but  not  rich.  Mr.  Golden  says  that  his  peculi- 
ar genius  manifested  itself  at  an  early  age,  and  that 
his  leisure  hours  in  childhood  were  spent  in  mecha- 
nics* shops  or  devoted  to  the  pencil.  This  latter 
employment  seems  at  that  time  to  have  possessed 
the  greatest  attractions,  for  from  the  age  of  seven- 
teen to  twenty  one,  he  painted  portraits  and  land- 
scapes, at  Philadelphia,  for  profit.  He  then  pur- 
chased^ with  his  little  earnings,  a little  farm  in 
Pennsylvania,  Upon  which  he  established  his  mo- 
ther. We  rejoice  to  record  this  circumstance,  as 
we  can  scarcely  conceive  one  more  honorable  to  the 
character  of  a young  man.  It  proves  early  indus- 
try, frugality,  and  great  strength  of  filial  affection. 

In  the  same  year  he  went  to  England  to  improve 
himself  hi  his  profession,-  as  a painter,  under  the  p.i- 
tronage  of  Mr.  West.  He  was  for  some  years  an 
Inmate  in  the  family  of  that  gentleman.  After  leav- 
ing it,  he  removed  to  Devonshire,  and  remained  in 
that  place,  and  in  other  parts  of  England,  for  some 
years  longei^ — it  does  not  clearly  appear  how  many 
— and  thon  W’ent  to  France.  During  the  latter 
part  oi  his  stay  in  England  he  seemed  to  have 
relinquished  his  profession,  and  to  have  busied  him- 
.self  about  several  projects  relating  clilefly  to  caual 
navigation.  In  1793,  he  addressed  (we  presume 
from  France)  some  general  speculations  on  French 
politics,  to  lord  Stanhope,  who  appears  to  have 
been  his  intimate  friend — but  tho’  designed  for  the 
public  they  attracted  little  of  the  public  attention, 
as  his  biographer  does  not  even  know  whether  they 
Svere  ever,  in  fact  published  or  not.  In  1797,  he 
took  lodging  at  an  hotel  in  Paris,  with  Mr.  Joel 
Barlow,  with  whom  he  formed  so  strong  a friend- 
,ship,  thai  when  Mr.  B.  soon  after  removed  to  his 
own  bo^l,  he  invited  Mr,  T*  reside  with  him  try 


and  for  some  years  Mr.  Fulton  was  a member 
the  family  of  Mi^.  H.irlow.  He  projected  a panorama, 
which  proved  successful  and  beneficial,  and  made 
some  experiments  upon  the  explo.sion  of  gunpowder 
miuer  water.  TJie  French  direciory  gave  him  hopes 
of  patronizing  these  attempts,  but  at  lengtli  with- 
drew their  support.  He  offered  the  project  to  the 
Dutch  government,  but  it  was  declined.  It  wad 
then  offered  to  Bonaparte,  who  had  become  first 
consul,  and  he  appointed  a commissioner  with 
funds  and  powers  to  give  the  required  assistance. 
While,  in  Fr.ainge,  and  probably  about  this  period, 
he  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Chancellor 
Livingston,  and  at  that  period  those  gentlemen  la- 
bored conjointly  in  their  attempts  to  introduce 
steam  navigation,  wliich  was  afterwards  attended 
with  such  brilliant  success.  In  1801,  he  made 
several  experiments  with  a plunging  boat,  designed 
for  a sub-marine  warfare,  with  a degree  of  success 
which  seems  to  Itave  been  satisfactory  to  himself. 
Tlie  following  very  flattering  account  was  given  by 
St.  Austin,  a member  of  the  tribunal. 

The  diving  boat  in  the  construction  of  which  lie 
is  now  employed,  will  be  capacious  enough  to  con- 
tain eight  men,  and  provision  enougli  for  twenty 
days,  and  will  be  of  sufficient  strength  atid  power 
to  enable  him  to  plunge  100  feet  luider  water  if 
necessary.  He  has  contrived  a reservoir  of  air, 
which  will  enable  eiglit  men  to  remain  unjder  water 
eight  hours.  When  the  boat  is  above  water  it  has 
two  sails,  and  looks  just  like  a Common  bjat;  when 
she  is  to  liive/  the  mast  and  sails  are  struck. 

In  making  Jiis  experiments,  Mr.  Fulton  not  only 
remained  a whole  hour  under  water  with  3 <*f  his 
companions,  but  had  the  boat  parallel  to  t!ie  )u  rizon 
al  any  given  distance.  He  proved  that  the  compass 
points  as  correctly  under  water  as  on  the  surface, 
and  that  while  under  the  water,  the  bout  made  way 
at  the  rate  of  half  a league  an  iiour,  by  means  coi\- 
trived  for  that  purpose. 

If  we  may  judge  of  the  future  from  the  past,  it 
would  seem  necessary  for  the  success  of  tliese  pro- 
jects, to  obtain  the  consent  of  those  who  are  to  be 
'^dfconiposed”  wliich  has  not  yet  been  done.  Mr. 
Fulton  was  tiierefore  never  able  to  demoUsli  an  Eng- 
lish ship,  although  he  watched  long  and  anxiously 
such  as  approached  the  French  coast,  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  rulers  of  France  being  at  length  dis- 
couragec*  -md  Mr.  Fulton  lliiuklng  that  die  all-im- 
porlasiL  object  w&s  to  blow  up  ships,  and  so  that 
was  effected,  it  was  iio  great  matter  to  what  power 
tliey  might  happen  to  belong,  turned  Ids  eyes  for 
patronage  to  the  Engdsli  government — or  they 
turned  their  eyes  to  him.  Mr.  CoUlen  seems  very 
j properly  aware  that  this  conduct  of  his  friend  might 
I make  an  unpleasant  impression  on  the  niiiuis  of 
those  who  were  not  like  Ids  biographer,  acquainted 
with  the  elevation  and  philanttiropy  of  his  views, 
and  seeks  to  justify  him  by  the  folinwuig  defence* 

It  must  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Fidtoii’s  en- 
thusiastic notions  of  the  advantages  of  an  uidversal 
free  trade  and  liberty  of  the  seas,  had  led  to  the 
inventions  which  he  was  then  endeavoripg  to  em- 
ploy, and  which  as  he  supposed,  wouhl  amdidliate 
naval  annamencs,  the  great  support  in  Ids  estima- 
tion of  what  lie  calls  the  war  sjstem  of  Eu”ope. 
lie  was  persuaded,  that  if  this  system  could  be 
broken  up,  all  naiiniis  would  direct  their  energies 
to  education,  the  sciences  and  a free  e.’icliange  of 
Uieir  natural  advantages,  lie  was  convinced,  that 
if  on  the  contrary,  the  Europeans  continued  to 
cherish  this  war  system,  and  to  support  and  aug- 
ment their  great  naval  urniameius.  Ids  own  coun- 
would  be  driven  V)  the  necessity  of  protecting 
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herself  by  similar  establishments,  whicli  as  he 
Ihong-ht  would  be  inimical  to  her  republican  in- 
siitutions,  and  destructive  of  her  happiness.  With- 
out reference,  therefore,  to  the  merits  of  the  tlaen 
existing-  contest,  tlie  grounds  wl)ich  of  v/ere  con- 
s.antly'changing,  without  feeling  a partiali’ty  or  enmi- 
ty to  eillicV  of  the  belligerents,  he  was  desirous  of 
eng-aging  one  the  nations  at  war,  to  give  him  an  op- 
portunity of  trying-  the  efficacy  of  his  inventions. 
If  they  w-^re  proved  to  answer  his  expectations,  he 
was  indiderent  as  to  the  temporary  advantages  it 
might  give  either  over  the  otlier.  He  believed  that 
the  result  would  be  the  permanent  happiness  of  all, 
and  that  in  tlVe  general  good,  his  own  country  would 
largely  participate.  He  considered  himself  as  iu- 
troducing  a new  military  science,  which  he  wished 
to  prove,  and  wliich  he  liad  a desire  to  perfect 
liimself.  for  the  beneht  of  his  country  and  of  man- 
kind. His  sentiments  on  this  subject  were  not  novel, 
nor  without  the  sanction  of  the  nations  which  they 
mest  immediately  concerned.  Neither  France  nor 
England  has  hesitated  to  encourage  their  citizens 
witlv  a view  to  their  improvement  in  military 
science,  to  serve  in  the  armies  and  navies  offibreign 
states  at  war,  when  they  have  been  neutral. 

“Whatever”  says  Mr,  C.  “may  be  the  just  force 
of  this  reasoning,  it  swayed  the  mind  of  Mr.  Ful- 
ton to  honest  conviction.”  It  is  doubtful  whether 
it  will  proiluce  a similar  effect  on  any  other  mind. 

From  the  following  passage  we  infer,  that  the 
n'egocialions  between  Mr.  Fulton  and  the  English 
ministry  were  clandestine,  and  were  carried  on  at 
a time  when  he  resided  in  France,  and  was  ostensibly 
attached  to  her  interests: 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  the  earl  of  Stanhope 
had  taken  great  pains  to  inform  liimself  as  to  Mr, 
Fulton’s  proceedings  in  France.  Tliis  nobleman’s 
mathematical  and  mechanical  mind,  perceived  what 
consequence  might  result  from  the  application  of 
Mr.  Fulton’s,  inventions.  The  information  be  ob- 
tained was  communicated  to  the  Britisli  cabinet, 
and  excited  alarm.  It  was  determined  by  the 
British  ministry,  if  possible  to  withdraw  Mr.  Fulton 
from  Franc-e.  Lord  Sidmouth  who  was  then  one  of 
the  ministers,  contrived  to  have  a communication 
with  Mr.  Fulton,  while  he  was  in  Paris,  and  ob- 
tained his  consent  to  meet  an  agent  of  the  British 
government  in  Holland.  In  October  1803,  Mr.  Ful- 
ton went  from  Paris  to  Amsterdam  for  this  purpose. 
But  the  agentnvith  whom  he  was  to  confer  did  not 
arrive;  and  after  being  in  Amsterdam  three  months 
he  returned  to  Paris. 

We  cannot  resist  the  impression  that  some  light  is 
thrown  upon  IMr.  Fulton’s  conduct  by  the  evidence 
adduced  for  another  purpose  by  Mr.  Golden  from 
lord  Stanhope,  his  early  friend  and  correspondent. 

In  a speech  on  American  affairs  made  by  lord 
Slanlmpe  in  the  house  of  lords,  soon  after  these 
experiments  were  made,  he  is  reported  in  a English 
newspaper,  to  have  said  “it  was  not  perhaps,  siif- 
ffciently  known  that  at  that  very  moment  exertions 
were  making  in  America  to  carry  into  effect  a plan 
for  the  disclosure  of  which  anindividualliad,  afew 
years  before,  demanded  of  the  British  government 
iifteen  thousand  dollars,  but  had  b£en  refused.  He 
jvlluded  to  a plan,  he  said  for  the  invisible  destruc- 
tion of  shipping,  and  particularly  of  met>  of  war. 
'I’hut  tlie  inventor  of  this  scheme  was  then  in  Ame- 
rica, and  it  was  ascertained  tiiat  it  would  not,  on 
all  >*verage,  cost  20  pounds  to  destroy  any  ship  what- 
ever.” 

While  he  was  laboring  for  his  new  employ-ers 
some  of  his  torpedoes  were  thrown  from  British 
French  vessels,  but  they  exploded  with-j 


out  effect — a circumstance  which  Mr.  Fulton  at- 
tributed to  a slight,  and  easily  reetdied  mistake. 
To  evince  the  correctness  of  his  opinion,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1805,  he  did  blow  up  with  coiTqilete  success  a 
h\'\^  provided  fov  the  purpose.  Still,  however,  the 
British  ministry  were  incredulous,  and  Mr.  Ful- 
ton, wearied  with  incessant  applications,  disappoint- 
ments and  neglect,  at  length  embarked  for  this 
country.” 

Mr:  Golden  liere  fairly  states — 

It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  memory  of 
Fulton,  as  well  as  that  of  another  ingenious  native 
American,  not  to  notice,  before  we  leave  this  sub- 
ject, that  Mr.  Fulton  did  not  pretend  to  have  been 
the  first  who  discovered  that  gunpowder  might 
be  exploded  with  effect  under  water;  nor  did  he 
pretend  to  have  been  the  first  who  attempted  to 
apply  it  as  tlie  means  of  hostilily.  He  knew  well 
wliat  had  been  done  by  Buslmel  in  our  revolutionary 
war.  He  frequently  spoke  of  the  genius  of  tliis 
American  with  great  respect,  and  expressed  a con- 
viction that  Ills  attempts  against  the  enemy  would 
have  been  more  successful  if  he  had  had  the  advan- 
tages which  he  himself  derived  from  the  improve 
ments  of  nearly  forty  years  in  mechanics  and  me 
chanical  philosophy. 

We  cannot  but  think,  that  it  is  a very  exaggerated 
estimate  of  the  efficiency  of  Mr.  Fulton’s  contri- 
vances which  induces  Mr.  Golden  to  suppose,  tliat 
the  “British  ministry  never  truly  intended  to  give 
Mr.  Fulton  a fair  opportunity  of  trying  the  eff  ects' 
©fhis  engines.” 

The  object  may  have  been  to  prevent  their  being 
placed  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy  and  if  that  was 
accomplished,  it  was  the  interest  of  England,  as 
long  as  she  was  ambitious  of  maintaining  the  proud 
title  of  mistress  of  the  seas,  to  make  the  world 
believe  that  Mr.  Fulton’s  projects  were  chimerical. 
Nothing  could  be  more  likely  to  produce  this  ef- 
fect, than  abortive  attempts  to  apply  tliem.  ^ This 
would  prevent  other  aations  from  making  similar 
experiments  and  discourage  the  inventor. 

In  June  the  British  ministry  appointed  a com- 
mission to  examine  Mr.  F'ulton’s  projects.  The 
commissioners  were  sir  Jos.  Banks,  Mr,  Gavendish, 
sir  Home  Popham,  and  major  Congreve,  and  Mr. 
John  llennie.  Many  weeks  passed  before  Mr.  Ful- 
ton could  prevail  on  them  to  do  any  thing,  and 
finally  when  they  met  they  reported  against  the 
sub-marine  boat  as  being  impracticable.  In  a let- 
ter to  the  ministry,  Mr,  Fulton  complains  that  this 
report  vras  made  without  his  having  been  called 
Upon  for  any  explanations,  and  although  tlie  gentle- 
11. en  who  made  it  had  before  them  no  account  of 
what  had  been  done.  Indeed,  in  tlie  first  inter- 
view which  Mr,  Fulton  had  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord 
Melvile,  the  latter  condemned  the  Nautillus  with- 
out a moment’s  consideration. 

If  these  engines  were  In  truth,  terrible  as  the 
bioprapher  imagines,  it  wcmld  not  be  strange  that 
the  British  ministry  should  choose  to  preserve  the 
navy  by  almost  any  means,  from  entire  demolition;^ 
and  they  might  oppose  the  introducjiion  of  a mode 
of  warfare,  w’hicli  though,  in  the  first  instance  it 
was  exerted  against  their  enemies  would  infallibly’ 
re-act  against  themselves  with  greater  effect  in 
proportion  to  the  superiority  of  their  naval  force. 
But  no  such  motives  can  be  ascribed  to  the  French 
republican  government,  and  they  rejected  it— no 
such  suspicion  can  be  against  Bonaparte,  and  after 
a full  trial  he  relinquished  it;  or  against  the  Dutch 
government,  and  they  declined  it;  no  such  policy 
is  to  be  attributed  to  our  administration,  and  still 
I weave  told  by  Mr.  Golden,  (p.  207,)  “Mr.  Fulton’s 
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plan  for  sub  manne  warfare  met  with  no  counten- 
ance from  the  government.  He  had  not  been  able 
to  inspire  tlie  executive  officers  with  any  confidence 
in  them.”  We  presume  also  that  commodore  liod- 
gers  is  not  to  be  accused  of  connivance  in  a similar 
design. 

JJesides,  Mr.  Golden  should  have  weighed  the 
matter  well  before  he  made  a charge  wliich  ne- 
cessarily implies  that  all  the  e.xperiments  made  by 
such  men  as  Mr.  Cavendish,  sir  Home  Popham, 
major  Congreve  and  Mr.  Ilennie,  (the  commission- 
ei’vS  appointed  by  the  Brifisli  ministry)  were  intend- 
ed to  be  deceptive,  and  that  their  report  was 
meanly  fraudulent  and  false. 

Mr."  Golden  has  so  far  suffered  his  Imagination 
to  predomina'e  over  his  better  judgment  upon  this 
subject,  that  lie  seems  really  to  have  supposed 
tliat  during  the  late  war  it  was  a main  object  with 
the  British  navy  to  ascertain  the  part  of  the  coast 
where  IMr.  Fulton  might  reside,  and  to  avoid  it  as 
tile  particularly  fulminating  point  of  this  terrific 
submerged  thunder. 

Mr.  I'ulton  arrived  in  Kew-York  in  Decenaber 
1806,  and  immediately  remewed  the  pursuit  of  the 


objects  upon  which  lie  had  recently  been  engaged 
in  Europe,  that  is,  sub-marine  war  and  steam  na- 


vigation — He  was  encouraged  by  the  American  go 
vemment,  and  in  the  summer  of  1807,  made  several 
experiments,  and  one  of  them  upon  a large  hulk 
brig,  (an  unresisting  subject,)  was  completely  suc- 
cessful. The  narrowness  of  our  limits — the  neces- 
sary length  of  this  article — and  the  notoriety  of 
these  attempts,  which  were  made  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  city,  render  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  det.ail  them 
with  minuteness.  In  March,  1810,  congress  passed 
an  act  making  an  appropriation  for  trying  the  use 
of  torpedoes  and  sub-marine  explosions.  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  to  observe  the  success  of 
the  experiments  of  which  the  sloop  of  war  Argus, 
commanded  by  captain  Lawrence,  was  to  be  the 
subjeot.  These  commissioners  differed  consider- 
ably in  their  reports  of  the  result  to  the  govern- 
ment.— Chancellor  Livingston,  with  whom,  as  we 
before  mentioned,  Mr.  Fulton  had  formed  a very 
intimate  acquaintance  and  connexion  in  France, 
which  subsisted  during  their  joint  lives,  was  rather 
favorably  impressed.  General  Lewis  (“whose  long 
military  services,  and  experience,”  Mr.  Golden 
thinks,  (“render  his  judgment  on  this  subject  de- 
serving of  the  highest  consideration:”)  was  very 
sanguine  of  their  ultimate  success;  and  such,  also, 
was  the  opinion  of  the  biographer,  then  one  of  the 
commissioner 

Commodore  Rodgers  also  made  a report,  which 
contained  a journal  of  the  daily  proceeedings  of 
Mr.  Fulton  and  the  committee,  and  very  minute 
descriptions  of  the  machines  and  experiments. — 
His  opinion  was  entirely  against  Mr  Fulton’s  sys- 
tem, and  he  concludes,  that  every  part  of  it  would 
be  found  totally  impracticable. 

A great  portion  of  the  work  is  occupied  by  a 
statement  of  Mr  Fulton’s  merits  and  those  of  his 
chief  friend  and  associate  Chancellor  Livingston,  in 
relation  to  steam  navigation.  The  information  pre- 
valent on  the  subject — the  legal  discussions  which 
have  already  been  hadj  and  which  may  hereafter 
arise  in  relation  to  it — and  to  speak  honestly,  a lit- 
tle distrust  of  our  own  judgment,  induce  us  to  re- 
frain from  a minute  examination  of  the  claims  which 
are  advanced  in  favor  of  those  gentlemen.  It  is  but 
fair,  however,  to  remark,  that  even  if  it  be  admitted 
that  Mr.  Fulton  has  done  no  more  tiian  to  reduce 
to  successful  practice  previously  existing  theories 
epon  a subject  of  such  paramount  importance,  he  io 


entitled  to  praise  enough  to  fully  satisfy  the  ambi- 
tion  and  affection  of  iiis  friends.  The  incre;;scd 
facility  of  intercourse  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
and  especially  on  tliis  continent,  is  such  that  twem. 
ty  years  ago  it  would  have  required  a hold 
nation  to  conceive.  Can  any  man  doubt  that  Mr, 
Fulton  has  been  mainly  instrumental  in  accelc  rai  i ly  < 
if  he  did  not  exclusively  produce  this  state  ot  tilings 
'I’he  whole  progress  of  the  arts  shows  that  the  firiit 
discovery  of  a principle  is  usually  very  remote  iroin 
the  perfection  of  the  practice.  Tills  is  strongly  ex- 
emplified by  some  facts  stated  by  -Mr.  Fulton  him- 
self. In  1320  gunpowder  was  discovered:  150  ) ears 
after  that  period  iron  balls  were  first  used;  muskets 
were  unknown  until  200  years  from  tlie  same  ti:m ; 
and  in  these  the  cumbrous  match  lock  did  not  give 
place  to  the  fire-locks  till  the  beginning  of  tlie  17'>b 
century,  that  is  230  years  after  the  first  knowledge 
of  gunpowder. 

“In  theyear  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-threo,  the 
marquis  of  Worcester  discovered  the  e.xpansive 
power  of  steam.  33  years  afterwards,  captain  S vvory 
took  out  a patent  for  a steam-engine,  to  pump  the 
mines  of  Cornwall.  In  seventeen  hundred  :ind  five, 
Mr.  Newcomen  thought  of  a piston  to  the  cyleiuh'M^; 
hut  he  worked  at  it  nine  years  before  it  was  suHi- 
ciently  improved  to  give  it  a fair  prospect  of  utility; 
Fifty  two  years  after  Mr.  Newcomen’s-aliscoverv, 
.Mr.  Watt  thought  of  another  improvement,  wbicli 
was  the  separate  condenser.  Thus  it  was  a liimdred 
years  from  the  time  of  the  marquis  of  Worcester, 
till  Mr.  Watt’s  discovery  gave  the  steam-engine,  in 
any  degree,  its  present  perfection;  and  rendered  ii 
so  simple,  familiar,  and  useful,  as  tr>  be  adapted  to 
the  m:\ny  important  purposes  to  which  it  is  no.w 
applied. 

Another  striking  illustration  to  the  same  effect, 
and  which  may  serve  to  exemplify  the  nntitve  as 
well  as  to  manifest  the  degree  of  Mr.  Fulton’s  beiv  - 
factions  to  the  public,  is  to  be  found  in  thegradu.il 
improvements  effected  in  his  steam  boats  since  their 
establishment.  We  believe  that  the  average  pa--, 
sage  of  the  first  boat  between  Albany  and  this  city 
fell  little  short  of  thirty  six  hours,  and  in  some  of 
the  present  boats  it  does  not  exceed  twenty-one 
hours. 

Mr.  Fulton’s  attention  was  strongly  attracted,  du- 
ring several  parts  of  his  life,  to  the  subject  of  im- 
proving internal  navigation  by  means  of  canals,  and 
in  particular,  he  entered  with  his  characteristic  en- 
thusiasm, into  the  magnificient  project  which,  our 
legislature  is  now  attempting  to  realize,  lu  ISll, 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  upon  the 
subject,  but  he  did  not  sanction  the  report  which  in 
the  subsequent  year  was  returned  to  the  legislature 
It  is  not  claimed  by  the  biographer  either  by  this 
scheme  in  particular,  or  generally  this  branch  of  im- 
provement, has  received  any  eminent  benefit  from 
the  genius  or  industry  of  Mr.  Fulton. 

In  February  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  h( 
addressed  a letter  to  Governeur  Morris,  esq.  presi 
dent  of  the  hoard  of  commissioners,  in  which  li 
shows  what  would  be  the  advantages  of  the  propos 
ed  canal,  and  exhibits  very  interesting  and  curioii 
calculations  of  the  comparative  exnence  of  trans 
portation  upon  land,  and  upon  rivers,  and  upon  ca 
na,ls. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Fulton  with  the  other  con 
missioners,  made  another  report  to  the  Icgi.slatur 
this  is  the  last  service  he  rendered  this  magiiificei 


project. 

We  presume  that  our  readers  will  readily  exqf 
our  omission  of  any  account  of  Mr.  Fulton’s  we 
known  and  very  extensive  e.xperiments  in  relatu 
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to  the  various  modes  winch  he  devised  for  subma- 
Tihe  attack,  and  for  transfering-  a large  portion  of 
naval  viTarfare  beneath  the  surface  of  the  ocean. — 
^Ve  are  told  by  Mr.  Golden  that  the  steam  frigate, 
that  imposing  if  not  effective  engine  of  war,  owes  its 
origin  to  these  experiments,  although  it  is  not  ap- 
parently connected  with  them-  The  untimely  death 
of  Mr.  Fulton;  the  cessation  of  the  war;  and  theim- 
perfections  inseparable  from  the  infancy  of  all  im- 
provements, may  have  prevented  the  full  develope- 
ment  of  the  powers  which,  perhaps,  this  inyention 
is  hereafter  destined  to  display. 

The  occasion  ^nd  manner  of  Mr.  Fulton’s  deMh 
s thjas  related.  ' 

In  Januiiry,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  Mr. 
.Tc^in  Livingston,  who  owned  the  steam-boat  w'hich 
plyed  between  Ne'vYork  and  New-dersey,  but 
which  w.as  stopped  by  the  operation  of  the  Jersey 
lawsjpeftitjoned  the  legislature  of  that  state  for  their 
repeal.  After  heaving  witnesses  and  counsel  for 
.several  days,  the  laws  were  rescinded.  It  was  upon 
this  occasion  Mr.  Fulton  was  examined  as  a witness 
as  we  have  before  stated. — The  weather,  while  he 
w^as  at  Trenton,  where  he  was  much  exposed  in  at- 
tending thehall  of  the  legislature,  was  uncommonly 
cold.  When  he  was  crossing  the  Hudson  to  return 
to  liis  hotise  and  family,  the  river  was  very  full  of 
ice,  which  occasioned  his  being  several  hours  on  the 
Water  in  very  seyere  day.  Mr  Fulton  had  not  a con- 
stitution to  encounter  such  exposure,  and  upon  his 
return  found  himself  much  indisposed  fr/)m  the  ef- 
fects of  it.  He  had  at  that  time  great  anxiety  about 
the  steam-frigate,  and,  after  confining  himself  for  « 
few  days,  when  he  was  convalescent,  be  w’ept  to 
give  his  superintendence  to  the  artificers  employed 
about  her;  he  fqrgot  his  debilitated  state  of  health 
in  the  interest  ke  took  in  what  was  doing  on  +he  fri- 
gate, and  was  along  time,  in  a bad  day,  exposed  to 
the  weatlier  on  her  decks.  He  soon  found  the  ef- 
fects of  this  irnpruderice.'  His  indisposition  return- 
ed upon  him  witji  such  violence  as  to  confine  him 
to  his  bed;  liis  dilsorder  increased,  and  on  the  twen- 
ty-fourth day  or  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifteen,  terminated  his  valuable  life. 

As  soon  as  the  legislature,  whicli  was  then  in  ses- 
sion at  Albany,  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Fulton, 
t-hey  expressed  their  participation  in  the  general 
sentiment,  by  resqlving  that  the  members  of  both 
houses  should  wear  mourning  for  some  weeks. 

It  will  appear  from  the  above  slight  sketch  of  tlie 
life  of  this  valuable  citizen,  that  tlie  three  great  sub- 
jects of  bis  attention  and  eflrbrts,  were  the  improve- 
ment in  the  art  of  making  canals,  sub-marine  warfare, 
mnd  steam  navigation.  In  relation  to  the  first,  }ve 
are  not  aware  that  he  has  effected  much;  in  the  se- 
cond, lie  has  displayed  gyeat  talent  and  wonderful 
industry,  the  effects  and  utility  of  which  time  is 
hereafter  to  deyelope;  and  in  the  third  he  has  done 
\fhat  should  make  his  country  proud,  and  the  world 
grateful. 


Coufititutipn— State  ojp  Mississippi. 

AVe.  the  Rejnesentatives  of  the  people,  inhabiting  the  western 
wart  of  the  Mississippi  territory  contained  within  the  following  lini- 
;.ts,  to  wit:  Begiiining  on  the  river  Mississippi  at  the  point  where  the 
s<)Ulheni  twranclavy  line  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  strikes  the  same; 
thence  e;ist  along  the  said  houmlary  line  to  the  Tennessee  river; 
rhence  tip  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  Bear  creek:  thence  by  a direct 
Vine  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  county  of  vVashington;  thence 
due  south  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  theiice  westwaidly,  incUuling  all 
islands  within  six  leagues  of  the  shore,  to  the  most  eastern  junction 
of  I'earl  river'with  Jake  Bcrgne;  tltence  up  the  said  river  to  the 
ihirty-fust  degree  of  north  latitude;  thence  v.iOsc  along  the  said  de- 
«ee  of  latitude  to  the  Mississippi  river;  thence  up  the  same  to  the 
ITeginiiing:  a sembled  in  convention  at  the  town  of  Washington,  on 
jtfoiKlay  the  seventh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iia/eoieenj  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  cpngc’css  e.uTi'.Ied  ‘-/gnaclto 


, to  enable  the  people  of  the  western  part  of  the  Mi'sis-.ippj  Territory 
to  form  a constitution  and  stato  govgrnnient,  and  lor  the  admission 
of  such  state  into  the  Union  on  an  erpial  footing  with  the  original 
states;”  in  order  to  secure  to  the  citizens  ♦hereof  the  rights  of  life, 
liberty  and  property;  do  ordain  and  egtablish  the  following  COK- 
STITU  ITON  and  form  of  government,  anil  do  mutually  agree  with 
! each  other  to  form  ourselves  into  a free  and  independent  state,  fey.’ 
th»  name  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

ARTICLK  I.-DECLAH.\TION  OE  RIGHT.S. 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  pritici plea  of  liberty  anft 
free  government,  may  be  recognized  and  established,  W’e  Declare. 

Sec.  1.  That  all  Freemen  when  they  form  a social  compact  are 
equal  in  rights;  and  that  np  man  pr  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  ex- 
clusive,separate  public  emoluinentsor  privileges, from  the  commu- 
nity, but  in  consideration  of  public  services. 

See.  2.  That  all  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people, and  all 
free  governments  are  founded  on  tlieiv  authoriw  ai'fl  instituud  for 
their  benefit;  and  Uierefore  they  have  at  all  times  an  uHalienable 
and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  or  abolish  their  form  of  government , 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  The  exercise  and  enjdyment  ol'  religious  profession  and 
worship,  without  discrimination,  shall  forever  be  free  to  «11  ftersons 
in  this  state:  provided,  that  the  right  hereby  declared  and  establishea 
shall  not  be  so  eonsti-iied  as  to  e^fcuseacts  of  licentiousness,  or  jus- 
tify practices,  inconsistent  with  the  peace  and  safety  of  this  State. 

Sec.  4,  No  preferejice  shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious 
sect,  or  mode  of  worship. 

Sec.  5.  'i'bat  no  person  shall  be  molested  for  his  opinions  on  any 
subject  whatever,  nor  suffer  any  civil  or  political  incapacity,  or  ac- 
quire any  civil  or  political  advantage,  in  consequence  of  such  opi- 
nions except  in  cases  pro\  ided  for  in  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  6.  Every  citizeji  mav  freely  speak,  write  and  publish  his 
sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse,  of  that 
liberty. 

Sec.  7.  No  law  shall  ever  he  passed  to  curtail  or  Restrain  the 
liberty  of  siieedi  or  of  the  press. 

Sec.  8.  Inali  ptosecutiogas  or  indictments  lor  libels,  the  truth 
may  be  given  in  evidence,  and  the  jury  shall  have  the  right  to  deter- 
mine the  law  and  the  facts  under  the  direction  of  the  Court.  1 

Sec,  9.  That  tlie  people  shall  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers  and  possessions,  from  unreasonable  seizures  or  searches;  and 
that  no  warrant  to  seatch  any  place,  m to  seize  any  person  or 
tilings,  shall  issue  without  describing  them,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor 
without  probable  cause  supported  by  oiuh,  or  affirmation. 

See.  10.  'lliat  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  hatli  a 
right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  cownsel,and  to  demand  the  nature 
and  tlie  cause  of  the  accusation,  to  be  confronted  by  tlie  witnesses 
against  him,  to  havecoinpulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in 
Ins  favour;  and  in  all  prosecutions  by  indictment  or  iiiforaiation,  a 
speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  County;  that  he  can 
not  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself,  nor  can  he  be  de«- 
prived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  projierty,  but  by  due'  course  of  law. 

bee.  11.  No  person  shall  be  accused,  anested  or  detained,  ex- 
cept in  cases  ascertained  by  law,  and  accoixling  to  the  forms  w liich 
the  same  has  prescribed;  and  no  per-son  shall  be  punished  but  in  vir- 
J tue  of  a law  establishol  and  promulgated  prior  to  the  offence,  and 
legally  applieib 

Sec.  12.  That  no  person  shall  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  pro- 
ceeded against  criminally  by  information  except  in  cases  arising  in 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  tli^  militia  when  m actual  service,  or 
by  leave  of  the  court,  for  misdemeanor  in  office.  ; 

Sec,  13.  No  perspn  shall  for  the  same  offenge  be  tvvice  put  in 
jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  nor  shall  any  person’s  property  l>e  taken  or 
applied  to  public  use,  without  the  consent  of  his  representatives, 
and  without  just  compensation  being  mack  therefor. 

Sec,  14.  That  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  person,  for  an 
injury  done  him'in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or  reputation,  shall  have 
remedy  by  due  course  of  l^w,  and  right  and  justice  administered 
without  sale,  denial  or  delay. 

■Sec,  15.  That  no  jjowerof  suspending  laws  shall  beexerejsed, 
except  by  tlus  Legislature,  or  its  authority. 

Sec.  16,  That  excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive, 
fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments  inflicted. 

Sec.  17.  That  all  prisoners^  shall,  before  conviction,  be  bailable 
by  sufficient  securities,  except  for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof 
is’  evident  or  the  presumption  great;  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless,  when  in  case  of  re- 
bellion or  invasion,  the  public  safely  may  require  it. 

Sec.  18.  That  tlie  perron  of  a debtor,  wliere  there  is  not  strong 
presumption  of  fraud, shall  not  be  detained  in  prison,  after  debverr. 
ing  up  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  such  manner  aa 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law'. 

Sec.  19.  That  no  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  law  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  a contract  shall  be  made. 

‘ Sec.  20.  That  no  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or  felony 
by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  21.  That  the  estates  of  suicides  shall  descend  or  vest  as  in 
cases  of  natural  deatli;  and  if  any  person  shall  be  Jkilled  by  casualty, 
there  shall  be  no  forfeiture  by  reason  thereof. 

Sec.  22.  That  the  citizens  have  a right  in  a peaceable  manner, 
to  assemble  togethv  for  their  common  good,  and  to  apjily  to  those 
invested  with  the  powers  of  governmeut,  for  redress  of  grievances, 
or  other  proper  purposes,  by  petition,  address  or  remonstrance. 

Sec.  23.  Every  citizen  has  a right  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of 
liimself  and  the  State. 

See.  24.  No  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up  w’itliout  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  militai7  shall  in  all  eases,  and  at  all  times, ^ 
be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

Sec.  25.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in 
any  bouse  without  the  consent  of  the  ov/ner,  nor  in  timeot  war,  but 
in  ixmgnner  tube  prescribed  by  law.  ' ’ 
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Sec.  26.  Tim  no  hereditary  emoluments,  privileges,  or  honors 
shall  ever  b«  granted  or  conferred  in  tliis  State. 

Sec.  27.  No  ciluen  of  this  Stale  shall  be  exiled,  or  prevented 
fl-om  emigrating,  on  any  pretence  whatever. 

Sec.  28.  'I'he  right  of  trial  by  Jury  shall  remain  inviolate. 

Sec.  20.  No  person  shall  be  ilebaned  from  prosecuting  or  defen- 
ding any  civil  cause,  for  or  .ag-ainst  him  or  herself,  before  any  tribn- 
aa!  in  tJiis  State,  by  him  or  herself,  or  counsel,  or  both. 

CONCLUSION. 

To  gnaid  against  transgi’esbions  oi'  the  high  powers  herein  dele- 
gated. WE  DECLAKE,  that  every  ihing  iit  this  article  is  excepted 
cot  of  the  general  powers  ofgovermm  nt,  and  Aall  forever  remain 
inviolate,  and  that  all  laws  contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  following  pro- 
visions shall  be  V(r.l. 

AU'l  ICLE  II.— DISTRIBUTION  OF  POWERS. 

Sec.  1.  The  powers  of  the  Government  of  tire  state  of  Missis- 
sippi shall  be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and  each  of 
till  !n  be  confided  to  a separate  body  of  MAGISTRACY,  to  wit: 
those  which  are  legislative  to  one,  those  which  are  executive  to  an 
other,  and  those  winch  are  judicial  to  another. 

Sec.  2.  No  pereoii  or  collection  of  persons,  being  of  oneofth."*c 
departments,  shall  exercise  any  power,  propeily  belonging  to  either 
of  the  others,  except  in  *he  instances  hereinafter  expressly  directed 
e pennicud, 

ARTICLE  III.-LEGISLATIVE  DKPARTMEN  1\ 

Sec.  1.  Every  free  white  wale  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  or  upwards,  who  shall  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
sliall  Jiave  resided  in  tliis  State  one  year  next  pveceeding  an  elec- 
tion, and  die  last  six  months  within  the  County,  City  or  Town  in 
which  he  ofters  to  vote,  and  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  militia  thereof, 

« icept  exempted  bylaw  from  military  service;  or  having  the  afore- 
Slid  qualifications  of  citizenship  and  residence,  shall  have  paid  a 
Slate,  or  County  lax,  shall  be  deemed  a qualified  elector:  no  elec- 
tor shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the  County,  City  or  Town, 
entitled  to  separate  representation,  in  which  he  may  reside  at-  the 
lime  of  the  election. 

Sec.  2.  Electors  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason, 
felon)’,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arrest,  during 
their  attendance  at  elections,  and  in  going  to,  and  returning  from  the 
s.ime. 

Sec.  -3.  The  first  election  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  all  future  elec- 
<ons  by  the  people, shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

Sec.  4.  'file  legislative  jiower  of  this  State,  shall  be  vested  in 
two  dijtinet  branches,  the  one  lobe  styled  the  Senate,  the  other  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  both  together  “The  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Mississippi.”  And  the  style  of  their  laws  shall 
be  “Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  iMississippi  in  Cieneral  Assembly  convened.” 

Sec.  5.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Repri^sentatives  sliall  be 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors,  and  shall  serve  for  the  term  of  one 
year,fromtheday  of  the  commencement  of  the  general  election 
«nd  no  longer. 

Sec.  6.  The  Representatives  shall  be  chosen  every  year,  on  the 
first  Monday  and  the  day  following  in  August. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  be  a representative  unless  he  be  a citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  state 
two  years  next  preceding  his  election,  and  the  last  year  thereof  a re- 
sident of  the  county,  city  or  town,  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and 
shall  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  and  also,  unless  he 
shall  hold  in  his  own  right,  within  this  state,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land,  or  an  interest  in  real  estate  of  the  value  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  at  the  ti  me  of  his  election,  and  for  six  months  previous  thereto. 

Sec.  S.  Elections  for  representatives  for  the  several  counties,  shall 
be  held  at  the  places  of  holding  their  respective  conru.or  iu  thesevei 
lal  electiou  districts  into  which  the  legislature  may  divide  any  county: 
Provided,  Tliat  when  it  shall  appear  to  the  legislature,  that  any  city 
or  town  hath  a numlier  of  free  white  inhabitants  equal  to  the  ratio 
then  fixed,  such  city  or  town  shall  have  a separate  represciuation  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  free  white  inhabitants  therein,  which  shall 
he  retained  so  long  as  such  city  or  town  shall  contain  a number  of 
free  w bite  inhabitants  equal  to  the  existing  i-aiio,  and  thereafter  and 
during  the  existence  of  the  right  of  separate  representaiion  in  such 
city  or  town,  elections  for  the  county  in  which  sucli  city  or  town  en- 
titled to  a separate  representation  is  situated,  shall  not  be  held  in  such 
city  or  town.  And  provided:  i'hat  if  the  residuum  or  fraction  of  any 
city  or  town  entitled  to  separate  representation  shall  wlien  added  to 
the  residuum  in  the  county  in  which  it  may  lie,bt:  t-qiial  to  the  ratio 
fixed  by  law,  for  one  representative,  than  the  aforesaid  county,  city, 
or  town,  having  the  largest  residuum  shall  be  entitled  to  such  repre- 
sentation—And  providtS  also.  That  when  there  are  two  or  mon*  coun- 
ties adjoining.  which  have  residuums over  and  above  the  ratio  then 
fixed  by  law,  if  said  residuums,  when  adder!  together,  will  amount  to 
such  ratio,  in  that  case  one  I'epresentative  shall  be  added  to  that  coua- 
ty  having  the  largest  residuum. 

Sec-  9.  The  General  .Assembly  shall,  at  their  first  meeting,  and  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  audtwenty^andin  not  less  than 
every  three,  nor  more  than  evei*y  five  years  thereafter,  cause  an  enu- 
meration to  be  made  of  all  the  free  white  inhabitants  of  llie  state;  and 
the  whole  number  of  represenuitives  shall,  at  the  several  periods  of ' 
making  such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  the  general  assembly,  and  ai>-' 
portioned  among  the  several  connties,  cities,  or  towns,  entitled  to  se- 
parate representation,  according  to  the  number  of  free  w hite  inhabi- 
tants in  each,  and  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-fotir,  nor  greater  than 
thirty-six,  until  the  number  of  free  white  inhabitants  shall  be  eighty 
thousand;  and  after  that  evart,  at  such  ratio,  that  the  whole  uumbet 
of  representatives  tliall  never  be  less  than  thjrty-six,  nor  more  than 
one  hundred:  provided  however.  That  each  county  shall  always  be 
entitled  to  at  least  one  representative. 

Sec.  10.  The  whole  number  of  senators  shall,  .at  the  several  periods 
of  making  tlie  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  gene- 
ral assembly, and  apportioned  among  the  several  districts  to  be  esta- 
jlished  fiy  law  according  to  the  number  of  &ee  white  taxable  inlm- 


biumts  in  each,  and  shall  never  be  less  llian  one-fourth,  nor  more  than 
one-third  of  the  w hole  mimlier  of  rejnesematives. 

Sec.  11.  Tlie  senators  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualifietl  electors,  for 
three  years,  and  on  their  being eonvened  in  consi  qnenceof  ilie  lii-st 
election,  they  shall  bedi'ided  by  lot  from  their  resiieciivc  districts, 
into  three  classi-s,  as  nearly  equal  as  can  b.''.  I’lie  seats  of  the  sena- 
tors of  die  first  class  sludi  he  vaealetl  at  the  expiration  of  Uie  lli’sr 
year,  and  of  the  second  class,  at  ihe  expiiation  of  the  second  year,  ui-d 
of  the  third  class,  :it  the  expiration  of  the  thinl  year,  so  that  one-thiid 
thereof  may  be  amin.illy  clwsen  t liere.-ifter. 

Sec.  12.  Snell  mode  of  classifying  new  addiiional  senators,  slLall  he. 
observed  as  w ill,  as  nearly  as  possible,  jiresorve  an  equ.-diiyof  numbers 
ill  each  class. 

See.  13.  When  a senatorial  district  shall  be  composed  of  two  or  m.iro 
counties,  it  sliail  not  be  entirely  separatesl  by  :uiv  eoniity  b.-lon;;iiig 
to  another  district;  and  no  county  shall  be  divi.^-d  in  fum-ing  .a  di>- 
tricL 

Sec.  14.  No  person  shall  l>e  a senator,  unless  he  Iw?  a citizen  of  llie 
United  States,  and  shall  have  been  an  inhaliiiant  of  this  state  four 
jears  next  preceding  his  election,  aial  the  last  year  tlieivof  a resid.-ut 
ofthedisirict  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen,  and  shall  have  artaiuctl  lo 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  and  also,  unless  Iw  shall  hold,i!i  his  own 
right,  within  the  scale,  three  huiulretl  acresof  land,or  alu;lu-l•c^t  in 
real  estate  of  the  value  of  one*  thonsaiul  dollars,  at  the  time  of  his  eiee- 
tion,  and  I'ur  six  months  previous  thereto. 

Sec.  15.  Thi  House  of  Representatives  when  asseinliled,  shal^ 
choose  a speaker,  and  its  other  officers:  and  the  Senate  sliall  choose 
its  oftietT^  except  the  president,  and  each  house  shall  jiaigeof  tlit- 
quulifications  and  elections  of  its  own  members,  but  a contested  elec- 
tion shall  be  determined  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  i.iw  . 

A majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a quonmi  to  do  business,  but 
a smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  ilaj , and  may  compel  ihr 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  pe- 
nalties, as  each  house  may  provide. 

bee.  16.  Eadi  liouse  may  determiue  the  rules  of  its  own  ])rocet*d- 
ings,  punish  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and  with  t!;e*  consent 
of  two  thirds,  expel  a member,  but  not  a setiond  time  lor  tliesami* 
cause, and  shall  have  all  other  powers  neccKury  fgr  a branch  of  t.'i!; 
legislature  of  a free  and  indepcjident  state. 

■ See.  17.  Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  its  procetHlings,  and 
publish  the  same,  e.xcepting  such  parts  as  in  its  judgment  may  re- 
quire secrecy:  and  the  jicasand  nays  of  the  members  ofeiilicr  house, 
on  any  question  shall  at  tlie  desire  of  any  three  members  present,  be 
enterc-d  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  13.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  house,  the  governor,  or 
the  person  exercising  the  jiowers  of  the  governor,  sliall  i>sue  wriis  of 
election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

Sec.  19.  Senators  and  representatives  shall  in  all  casei,excp|U  of  tretr* 
son,  felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privilegixl  from  arrest,  iluring 
the  session  of  the  general  assembly,  and  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  same,  allowing  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  sneli  mem- 
bers may  reside  froiu  the  place  at  which  the  general  assembl)  is  eor- 
vened. 

Sec.20.  Each  house  may  punish  by  imprisonment,  during  the  .ses- 
sion, any  person  not  a member,  for  disrespectful  or  disorderly  belia. 
viour  in  its  presence,  or  for  obstructing  any  of  its  proceetlingss  Pro. 
vided  such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  anyone  time,  exceL-d  forty 
eight  hours. 

Sec.  21.  The  doors  of  each  house  sliall  he  open,  excejit  on  such  oc- 
casions as,  in  the  ojiinion  of  the  house,  may  requiie  seciecy. 

Sec.  22.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  ad 
jonru  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that 
which  they  may  be  sitting. 

Sec.  23.  Bills  may  originate  in  cither  house,  and  be  aniendfd, alter 
erlor  rejected  by  the  other,  but  no  bill  sirall  have  the  force  of  a law', 
until  on  three  several  days,  it  be  read  in  eacii  liunse,  and  free  discus , 
sion  beallowetl  thereon,  unless  in  eases  of  urgency,  four-tifilis  of  tlie. 
house  in  which  the  bill  shall  be  depending,  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
dispense  with  this  rule:  and  every  hill  having  passed  Uorfi  houses, 
sixall  be  signed  by  the  speaker  and  president  oi  their  respective 
houses. 

Sec.  24.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  slviH  originate  in  the  house  ol’ 
representatives,  but  the  senate  may  amend  or  reject  them  as  other 
bills. 

Sec.  25.  Each  member  of  the  gentral  assembly  sh.all  receive  fi-orn 
the  public  treasury,  a coinpensatiou  for  his  serrices,'  which  may  be 
increased  or  diminished  by  law:  hut  no  increase  of  compensation  sliali 
take  effect  during  the  st*sskm  at  which  such  increase  shall  have  be.  n 
made. 

Sec.  26.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  term  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  nor  for  one  year  tliereaftec,  he  ap- 
pointed to  any  civil  office  of  pnifit  under  this  state,  which  shall  have 
tieen  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  luive  Ijeen  incrc.ised, 
during  such  term;  except  suchoftices  as  may  be  filled  by  eleciioii; 
by  the  (leople,  and  no  meiulier  uf  either  house  of  the  general  assembly 
shall,  after  the  coinmencement  of  the  fn-si  session  of  (he  legislatiur', 
after  his  election,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  he 
is  elected,  be  eligible  to  luiy  office  or  pl.acc,  tlieappuiiitment  to  w liicli 
may  be  made  iu  a w hole  or  iu  any  part  by  eitlier  branch  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly. 

Sec,  27.  No  judge  of  .any  court  of  law  or  equity,  secretary  of  state, 
attorney  general,  clerk  of  any  court  of  reexird,  slieri.T  or  collectoi’,  or 
any  person  holding  a lucrative  office  under  the  Unileil  States  ft  he  of- 
fice of  post  niasier  excepbxl)  or  this  state,  shall  lie  eligible  lo  tli  • get  - 
eral  assembly:  Provided,  that  offices  in  the  militia,  to  w bieli  tJiere  is 
attached  no  annual  saltu’y  or  tlieotfice  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or  of 
the  quorum,  shall  not  be  deeiiuHl  lucrative. 

Sec.  28.  No  jierson  who  hath  heretofore  bei'ii,  or  hereafter  may  bi*. 
a collector  or  holder  of  public  monies,  shall  have  a seat  in  eiihei* 
house  of  the’genernl  assembly,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted 
for,  and  paid  into  the  treasury,  all  sn:ni  for  which  he  mar  be  aceoaiu- 
able. 
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See.  29-  The  first  election  for  senators  and  representatives  shall  be 
geueial  tlnoughout  the  state,  and  shall  beheld  on  the  first  Monday 
and  Tuesday  in  September  next:  and  thereafter,  there  shall  be  an 
annual  election  for  senafon>  to  fill  tlie  places  of  those  whose  term  of 
jervice  may  have  expired. 

Stc.  30.  The  first  session  of  the  gencml  assembly  shall  commence 
on  the  first  Monday  in  Otftober  next,  and  be  held  at  the  city  of  Nat- 
chea;  and  thereu Iter  at  such  place  as  may  be  directed  by  law:  and 
thcreaf tor  the  general  assembly  sliall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember in  every  year,  atid  at  no  other  period,  unless  dieected  by  law, 
or  provided  for  by  this  constitution. 

AUTICLE  IV.-EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Sec.  1.  i'he  supreme  executive?  power  of  this  state  shall  be  vested 
in  a governor,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qiHlified  electors,  and  shall 
iiold  hi.s  office  for  two  years  from  the  time  of  his  installation,  and  until 
his  successor  be  duly  qualified. 

Sec.  2.  The  returns  of  every  election  for  governor,  shall  be  sealed 
up  and  traiisinitted  to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  secr.e- 
tary  of  state,  who  shall  deliver  them  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, at  the  next  ei^uing  session  of  the  general  assembly, 
during  the  first  week  of  which  session,  the  speaker  shall  open  and 
publish  them  in  the  presence  of  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly, 
'i’he  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  shall  l>e  governor:  but 
if  twoor  ntore  shall  be  equal  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall 
be  chosen  governor  by  the  joint  ballot  of  both  houses. 

Contested  elections  for  governor  shall  be  determined  by  both  houses 
of  the  general  assembly,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  The  governor  shall  !>e  at  least  thirty  years  of  age,  shall  liave 
been  a citizen  of  the  United  Slates  for  twenty  years,  shall  have  resi- 
ded in  this  Siatf  at  least  five  years  next  preceding  the  day  of  his  elec- 
tion, atid  shall  be  seized  in  has  »wn  right  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
or  of  real  estate  of  the  value  of  two  thousand  dollars  at  the  timeuf  his 
election,  aitti  twelve  months  frrevious  thereto. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall  at  stated  times  receive  a compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  ^he  term  for 
■which  lie  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  5,  He  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy'  of 
this  state,  and  of  the  miliiia,  except  when  they  shall  be  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  He  may  require  information  in  writing  from  the  officers 
in  the  executive  department,  oii  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  ol 
their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  7.  He  may, on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  general 
assembly  at  the  seat  of  government,  or  at  a different  place,  if  that 
shall  have  become,  since  their  last  .adjournment,  dangerous  from  an 
enemy,  or  from  contagious  disorders;and  in  case  of  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  houses,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  ad-, 
jmirn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  day 
of  the  next  annpal  meeting  of  the  .general  assembly. 

Sec.  8,  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  a.5semhly, 
information  of  the  state  of  the  goveniment,  and  recommend  to  ilieir 
consideration  sucli  measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  9.  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  10.  In  all  criminal  and  penal  cases,  except  in  those  of  treason 
and  impeachment,  he  sliull  have  power  to  grant  rejnieves  and  par- 
dons,and  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  shall  bo  prescribed  by  law.  In  cases  of  treason  he  shall  have  pow- 
er  to  gi-am  reprieves  and  pardons  by  and  with  the, advice  and  consent 
of  rhe  sennte,  but  may  respite  the, sentence  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  tl>e  general  assembly. 

Sec.  11.  All  comrni?.sious  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  state  ofMiss^sippi.  be  sealed  with  the  state  seal,  and  signed  by 
the  governor,  and  attested  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec,  12.  There  shall  be  a seal  of  the  state,  which  shall  he  kept  by 
tile  governor,  and  used  hy  him  officially,  and  shall  be  called  the  great 
seal  of  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

Sec.  13,  Wlien  a vacancy  shall  happen  in  any  office,  during  the 
recess  of  the  general  assembly,  the  governor  shall  have  power  to  fill 
the  same  by  granting  a commission  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  the  general  assetnbly,  except  in  cases  otherwise 
directed  by  the  constitution. 

See.  14.  A secretary  of  state  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  con 
tinne  in  office,  during  the  tenn  of  two  years.'  He  shall  keep  a fair 
register  of  all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  governor,  and 
shall,  when  required,  lay  the  same  and  all  papers,  minutes,  and  vouch- 
ers, relative  thereto,  before  the  general  assembly,  and  shall  perform 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  bylaw. 

Sec.  15.  Every  bill  which  shall  ha-/e  passed  both  homes  of  the  Ge- 
neral .Assembly,  shall  be  presentetl  to  the  governor;  if  he  approve, 
he  shall  rignit,  but  if  not.  he  shall  I’etum  it,  with  his  objections  to' 
the  house,  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  ob 
jections  at  Large  upon  the  Journals,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it,  if 
•after  such  reconsideration  two  thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass 
the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  the  objections  to  the  other  house  by 
which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered;if  approved  by  two  thirds  of 
that  house,  it  shall  become  a law:  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both 
bouses  shall  be  determined  by  y eas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
members  voting  for  and  against  the  bill,  shall  be  enteietl  on  the  Jour- 
nals of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shaH  not  be  returned 
by  the  governor  within  six  days($iuKlays  exceptedj  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a law  in  like  manner  as  if 
be  had  signed  it,  unless  the  General  Assembly  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return,  in  wliich  case  it  shall  not  bt.'  a law. 

See,  16.  Every  order,  rosoluuon  or  vote  to  which  the  concurrence 
pf  both  housfes  may  be  necessary,  except  on  questions  of  adjourn- 
ment, shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor,  and  before  it  shall  lake  ef- 
fect, be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved,  shall  be  repassed  by 
both  houses,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescrib<?U  in  the 
pase  of  a bill, 


the  public  .Icnrral  of  each  house,  Provided,  (h.at  the  Geneml  At. 
sembly  beamhorised  to  p.ovide  by  law  lor  the  appointmeiU  of  all  it;. 
spt'ctors,  collectors  and  their  deputies,  surve-yors  of  high  ways,  con- 
stables and  such  other  inferior  officers,  wb  <se  jurisdiction  may  be 
confined  within  tlie  limits  of  the  county. 

Sec.  18.  There  shall  also  be  a lieutenant-governor,  who  shall  be 
chosenjjt  every  election  for  a governor,  by  tbe  same  persons,  in  the 
same  mnoi^r,  continue  in  office  for  the, same  time,  and  poss<‘ss  the 
same  qiialificntiuns.  In.  voting  for  governor  and  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, the  electors  shall  distinguish  whom  they  vole  for  as  governor 
and  whom  as  lieu  tenant-governor. 

Stc.  19.  The  lieutenant-governor  shall  by  viitue  of  his  office  lie 
president  of  the  senate,  and  have,  when  in  committee  of  the  whole 
aright  to  debate  and  vote  on  all  questions,  and  wlren  the  senate  is 
equally  divided,  to  give  the  casting  vote. 

Sec.  20.  Ill  case  of  the  death,  resiguation,  refusal  to  serve,  or  re. 
moval  from  office  of  the  governor,  or  of  his  impeachment  or  absence 
fmin  the  state,  the  lieutenant-governor  shall  exei-cise  the  powers  and 
authority  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Governor,  u nil  atiother  be 
chosen  at  the  next  periodical  election  fur  a Governor,  and  be  d',ily 
qualified,  or  until  the  governor  impeached  or  absent,  shall  be  acquit- 
ted or  return. 

Sec.  21.  Whenever  the  government  shall  be  administered  by  the 
lieutenant-Governor,  or  he  shalllie  unable  to  at'end  as  preside;it  of 
the  senate,  the  senate  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as  presi; 
dent  pro  tempore. 

And  if  during  the  vacancy  of  tlieo-ffico  of  Governor,  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor shall  die,  resign,  refuse  to  serve,  or  be  removed  fiom 
office,  or  if  he  shall  be  impeached  or  absent  from  the  state,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  senate  pro  tempore,  shall  in  like  manner  administer 
the  government,  until  he  shall  be  superceded  by  a Governor  or  Lieu- 
tenant-Govenior.  The  Lieutenant-Govecnoc  shall,  whilst  he  acts 
as  president,  of  the  senate,  receive  for  his  servicts  the  same  com- 
pensation, which  shall , for  the  same  period,  be  allowed  to  the  speak- 
er of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  no  more;  and  during  the 
time  he  administers  the  government  as  Governor,  shall  receive  the 
same  compensatiou  which  the  Governor  would  liave  receivi  d,  had  he 
been  employed  in  the  duties  .of  his  office,  and  no  more. 

Sec.  22.  The  pre,sideju  pro  tempore  of  the  seriate  shall,,  during  the 
time  he  administers  the  government  receive,  in  like  manner,  the 
same  compensation  which  tHc^  Governor  would  have  received,  had 
he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no  more. 

Sec.  23.  If  the  Lieutenant-Governor  slrall  be  required  to  adminis- 
ter the  government,  and  shall,  whilst  in  such  administration,  <li  :,  re- 
sign, or  be  absent  from  the  state,  during  Jthe  recess  of  the  general 
Assembly,  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  secretary  of  state,  for  the  time 
being,  to  convene  the  senate  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a president 
pro  tempore. 

Sec.,  24,  A sheriff  and  one  or  more  coroners  shall  be  elected  In  each 
county,  by  the  qualified  electors  thereof,  who  shall  hold  their  offices 
for  two  years,  unless  sooner  removed. 

Sec,  25.  A state  Treasurer  and  an  Auditor  of  public  accounts 
shall  be  annually  appointed. 

MTUriA. 

Sec.  I.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by  law,  for  organi- 
zing and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  this  state  in  sticb  a mauner  aa 
they  shall  deem  expedient,  not  incompatible  with  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  Stales  in  relation  thereto. 

Sec,  2.  Officers  of  the  Militia  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  in  such 
manner  as  the  legislature  sliall  from  time  to  timedirect,  and  shall 
be  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 

Sec.  3,  Those  persons  who  conscientiously  scruple  to  bear  arms- 
shall  be  not  compelled  to  do  so,  but  shall  pay  an  equivalent  fbr  per 
sonal  service 

Sec.  4.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  call  forth  the  lliiitia  to 
execute  tlie  laws  of  the  state,  to  repress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
vasions. 

ARTICLE  V. 

jn7)ICIA£,  THtPAKfMENT-v. 

Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  of  this  state  shall  be  vestt'd  in  one  su- 
preme court,  arid  such  8ui>erior  and  inferior  courts  ol  law  and  equity 
as  the  legislature  may  from  time  to  time  direct  and  establish. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  appointed  in  this  state  not  less  tlianfbur, 
nor  more  than  eight  Judges  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts,  who 
shall  receive  for  their  services  a compensation,  which  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office:  Provitled, 
That  the  Judge  whose  decision  is  under  consideration  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  shall  not  constitute  one  of  the  Court  to  determine  the 
q uestion  on  such  decision,  but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Judge 
to  report  to  the  Sopreme  Court  the  reasons  upon  which  his  opinion 
was  founded.  _ . . 

Sec.  3.  The  state  shall  be  divided  into  convenient  districts,  and 
each  district  shall  contain  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six 
counties.  For  each  district  there  shall  be  appointed  a Judge  who 
shall  after  his  appointment,  reside  in  the  district  for  whicli  he  is  ap- 
pointed. . , , . 

Sec.  4.  The  superior  court  sh.all  have  original  jurisdiction  n all 
rofUter.s,  civil  and  criminal  within  this  state,  but  in  civd  cases,  only 
where  the  matter  or  sum  in  controversy  exceeds  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  A superior  court  shall  be  held  in  eacU  county  in  the  state 
at  Ie;ist  twice  in  every  year.  The  Judges  of  the  several  superior 
courts  may  hold  courts  for  each  other,  wnen  they  may  deem  it  exjie 
dient.  or  as  they  may  be  directed  by  law. 

Sec.  6.  The  legislature  shall  have  power  to  establish  a twurt  or 
courts  of  Chancery  with  exclusive  original  equity,  junsdiction,  and 
until  the  establishment  of  such  court  or  courts,  the  said  jurisdiction 
shall  be  vested  in  the  superior  courts  respectively. 

Sec.  7.  The  legislatute  shall  have  power  to  establish  in  each  coun- 
ty, within  this  state,  a court  of  Probate,  for  the  granting  |of  letter* 
— ..A....—  — couu 


Sec.  17,  The  appointment  of  all  officers  not  otherwise  directed  by ' testamentarv,  and  of  administration  for 
this  constitution,  shall  be  by  the  joint  vote  of  both  hoqses  of  the  Ge-  ■ ty  police, and  for  the  trial  of  slavea, 
teval  A^teir-bly.  the!  vot«i  shall  be  given  rira  •pocfi',  and  recorded  irrt 
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See.  8.  A competent  irumLer  of  Jiisticesof  the  Pence  shn  11  be  ap- 
pninlttl  in  and  for  each  eun.'ity,',in  such  inwle,  and  for  such  term  of 
office,  as  the  legislature  shall  diitct.  Their  jurisdiction  in  civil  ca- 
ses shall  be  limited  to  catises  in  which  the  amount  in  controversy 
•shall  not  exce»“d  fifty  dollars.  And  in  all  cases  tried  by  a Justice  ol 
tlie  Peace,  right  of  appe.al  shall  oe  secured,  uuder  such  rules  and  re- 
gulations as  sliall  be  prescrilxjd  by  law 

Sec.  9.  Tlie  Judges  of  the  several  courts  of  this  state,  shall  hold 
tht  ir  offices  during  good  behaviour.  And  for  wilful  neglect  of  duty 
or  other  reasonable  cause,  which  shall  not  be  suflicient  ground  for 
'impeachment,  the  Gos^ernor  shall  remove  any  of  them  on  the  ad- 
dtess  of  two  thirds  of  each  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  Provided, 
however,  that  the  cause  or  cau.ses  for  which  such  removal  shall  Im! 
required,  shall  be  stan  d at  length  in  such  address,  and  on  the  jour- 
nals o<  each  house, and  providi  d further,  that  the  Judge  so  intended 
to  be  removed,  shall  be  notified  and  admitted  to  a hearing  in  his  own 
defence,  before  any  vote  for  such  address  shall  pass. 

nee.  10.  No  person  who  shall  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  shall  be  appointed  to,  or  continue  in  the  office  of  Judge  in 
this  stale. 

Sec.  11.  Eljich  court  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  during  good  behaviour,  but  shall  be  removeabie  therefrom 
for  neglect  of  duty  or  misdemeanour  in  office,  by  the  supreme  court, 
which  court  sbali  deteriniiie  both  the  law  and  the  fact,  Providi-d, 
t hat  the  clerk  so  appointed  shall  have  been  a resident  of  the  county 
ill  which  he  is  a clerk  at  least  six  months  previous  to  his  appoint- 
ment. 

Sec.  12,  The  Judges  of  the  supreme  and  superior  courts  shall,  by 
.virtue  of  their  office, be  conservators  of  the  peace  throughout  the  state. 

Sec.  13,  The  style  of  all  process  sliall  be  “The  state  of  Mississippi,” 
and  all  prosecutions  shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  “the  State  of  Mississipi,”  and  sluill  conclude  “against 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  same. 

See.  1 4.  Tliere  sliall  be  an  Attorney  General  for  the  state,  and  as 
ipany  district  Attornies  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  deem  necessa- 
ry. who  slmll  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  shall 
receive  for  their  services  a compensation  which  shall  not  be  dimin- 
ished during  their  continuanc**  in  office, 

IMPK.\CH.MENTS. 

Sec.  1.  The  House  qf  Representatives  shall  have  the  sole  p(g.ver  of 
impeaching. 

Sec.  2.  All  impeachments  shail  be  tried  by  the  senate.  When  sil- 
ting for  that  purjiose,  the  senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation. 
No  person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concu.rrenets  of  two  thirds, 
of  the  members  present. 

Sec  3.  I'he  Governor  and  all  civil  officers,  shall  be  Jiable  to  im. 
peachment  for  any  misdemeanour  in  office,  but  judgment  in  such 
cases  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  dis- 
qualification to  hold  any  office  of  honour,  trust  or  profit  under  the 
state,  but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  and  sub- 
ject to  indictment,  trial  and  punishineut,  according  to  law  as  in  other 
easoi. 

ARTICLE  \T. 

GEXEH.VL  PHOV1SIONS. 

See.  1.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  all  officers  executive 
and  judicial,  before  they  enter  on  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit,  “I  so- 
lemnly swear  for  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I will  support  the 
constitutioi;  of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution  of  the  state 
of  Mississippi,  so  long  as  I continue  a citizen  thereof,  and.that  1 will 
faithfully  discharge  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  the  duties  of  the 
office  of according  to  law.  So  help  me  God, 

Sec.  2.  'rhe  General  Assembly  shall  have  power  to  pass  such  pe- 
nal laws  to  supjiress  the  evil  practice  of  duelling,  extending  to  dis- 
qualification from  office,  or  the  tenure  thereol|  as  they  may  deem 
ex|iedit-m. 

Bee.  3.  Treason  again.-t  the  state  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war 
against  it,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on  tlie  testimo- 
ny of  two  witnessess  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  his  own  confession  in 
open  court. 

Sec.  4.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  holding  an  office 
nr  place  of  honour  or  profit  under  the  authority  of  this  state,  who 
shall  be  convicted  of  having  given  or  oifered  any  bribe  to  procure 
his  election. 

Sec.  5,  Laws  shall  be  made  to  exclude  from  office,  and  fropv  suf- 
frage, those  who  .shall  thereafter  be  convicteil  of  bribeiy,  perjury, 
forgery,  or  other  high  crimes  or  misdemeanours.  The  privilege  of 
free  suffrage  shall  be  supported  by  laws  regulating  elections,  and 
prohibiting  under  adequate  penalties,  all  undue  influence  thereon, 
from  power,  bribery,  tumult,  or  other  improper  conduct. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  who  denies  the  being  of  a God,  or  a future 
state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  shall  hold  any  office  in  the  civil 
department  of  this  stale. 

Sec.  7.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  being  by  their  profession,  dedi- 
cated to  God,  and  the  care  of  souls,  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from 
the  great  duties  of  their  functions.  Therefore,  no  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denomination  w hatever,  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  of  fice  of  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  or  to  a seat  in  either 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly, 

, Sec.  8,  No  money  shall  he  drawn  from  the  treasury,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  an  appropri.atlon  made  by  law— nor  shall  any  appro- 
priation of  money  for  the  sujiport  of  an  army  be  made  for  a longer 
term  than  one  year,  and  a regular  statement  and  account  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  e.xpendiiures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published  au- 
nuaJiy, 

Sec.  9.  No  bank  shall  be  incorpoi  ated  by  the  legislature,  without 
the  reservation  of  a right  to  subscribe  for  in  behalf  of  the  state, 
af  least  one  fourth  part  of  the  capital  stock  thereof,  and  the  appoint- 1 
ment  of  a proportion  of  the  directors,  equal  to  the  stock  subscribed 
for:  N 


Sec.  10.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pasiiiopaw  impairing  ihq 
obligation  of  contract*,  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  on  account  of  the  rate  of  Interest,  fairly 
agrei-d  on  in  writing  between  the  contracting  parties  fora  Ain't 
Jide  loan  of  money;  but  they  shall  liave  power  to  regulate  then»te 
of  Interest  where  iii>  tpccial  contracx  exists  in  relation  tliercto. 

Sec.  11.  The  General  Assembly  shall  direct  by  law,  in  what 
manner,  and.  in  what  Courts,  suit*  may  be  brought  against  the 
State. 

Sec.  12.  All  officers  of  the  State,  the  terra  of  whose  appointmen* 
is  not  otherwise  directed  by  this  Constitution,  shall  hold  their  of- 
fices during  good  behaviour. 

Sec.  13.  Absence  on  business  of  this-  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  on  a visit,  or  necessary  private  business,  shall  not  cause 
a forfeitura  of  a residence  once  obtained. 

Sec.  14,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  regiihte 
by  law,  the  cases  in  which  deductions  shall  be  made  from  th-  siln- 
vies  of  public  officers  for  neglect  of  duty  in  their  official  capacity 
and  the  amount  of  such  deduction.  ^ * 

Sec.  15.  No  member  of  Congress,  nor  any  person  holding  an* 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  St.ates,  or  either  of  theni 
the  office  of  Post-Master  excepted,  or  under  any  foreign  power* 
shall  hold  or  exercise  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  tins  State.  * 

Sect.  16.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being  nccessary  tft 
good  government,  the  preservation  of  liberty,  and  the  happiness  ot* 
mankind,  schools,  and  tlie  means  of  education  shall  forever  be  en- 
couraged in  this  State. 

Sec.  17.  Divorces  from  the  Bonds  tif  Matrimony  shall  not  be 
granted,  but  in  eases  provided  for  by  law,  by  suit  in  C haixcrx  * 
provided  that  no  decree  for  such  divorce  shall  have  effect  untd  the 
same  shall  he  sanctioned  by  two  thirds  of  both  branches  of  th** 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  18.  Returnsof  all  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  made  to 

the  Secretary  of  State. 

Sec.  19.  No  new  County  sliall  be  established  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, which  shall  reduce  the  County  or  Counties,  or  either  of 
tlieni,  from  which  it  may  t>e  taken,  to  a lets  content  than  five  hun- 
dred and  seventysix  square  miles,  nor  shall  any  new  County  be 
laid  off,  of  I^ES  contents.  ' 

See.  20.  'I'hat  the  General  Assembly  shall  take  measures  to  pre- 
serve from  unnecessary  waste  or  damage  such  lands  as  are,  or  may 
herealter  be  granted  by  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  schools 
within  each  Township  in  this  state,  and  apply  the  funds  which 
may  be  raised  from  such  lands,  by  rent  or  lease,  in  strict  conform- 
ity to  the  object  of  such  grant,  but  no  lands,  granted  for  the  use 
of  such  Township  schools,  shall  ever  be  sold  by  any  authoritv 
in  this  State.  ^ 

StAVEI. 

Sec,  l The  General  Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  laws 
for  the  emancipation  of  slaves,  without  the  consent  of  their  owners 
unless  where  a slave  shall  have  rendered  to  the  State  some  distin- 
guislied  service,  in  which  case  the  ow  ner  shall  be  paid  a full  eqniv- 
alentfor  the  slave  so  emancipated.  'I  hey  shall  have  no  power  to 
prevent  emigrants  to  this  State,  from  bringing  with  them  Tuch  per- 
sons as  are  deemed  slaves  by  the  laws  of  any  one  of  the  U.  States  so 
longas  any  person  of  the  same  age  or  description  shall  be  continned 
in  slavery  by  the  laws  of  this  St.ite:  provided,  that  such  person,  or 
slave,  be  the  hona  fide  property  of  such  emigrants;  and  provided, 
also,  that  laws  may  be  passed  to  prohibit  the  introduction  into  the 
State  ol  slaves  wlio  have  committed  high  crimes  in  other  States. 

1 hey  shall  have  power  to  pass  laws  ta  permit  the  owners  of  slaves 
to  emancipate  them,  saving  the  rights  of  creditors,  and  preventing 
them  Irom  becoming  a public  cliarge.  They  shall  have  l ull  pow  -. 
er  to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brought  into  this  State  as  mer- 
chandize—and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  ofslaves  to  treat  them  with 
humanity,  to  provide  for  them  necessary  clothing  and  provirions, 
to  abstain  from  all  injuries  to  them  extending  to  life  or  limb  and 
in  case  of  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  the  directions 
of  such  laws,  to  hare  such  slave  or  slave*  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
owner  or  owners. 

Sec.  2.  In  the  prosecution  ofslaves  for  crimes,  no  inquest  by  a 
Grand  Jury  shall  be  necessary,  but  the  iiroceedings  in  such  cases 
shall  be  regulated  by  law,  except,  that  in  Capital  cases,  the  General 
Assembly  shall  have  no  power  to  deprive  tliein  of  an  impartial  tri- 
al by  a petit  jury. 

MODE  OF  UEVrsiNO  THF,  CONSTITUTIO V. 

Sec.  1.  That  whenever  two  thirds  of  the  Gmicnil  Assenibir 
shall  deem  it  necessary  to  amend  or  change  this  Constitution  ibcr 
shall  recommend  to  the  electors  at  the  next  election  for  membn'i 
of  the  General  AssembI),  to  vote  for  or  against  a Convention,  and 
if  it  shall  appear  that  a majority  of  the  citizens  of  tlie  State  voting 
for  represent.atives.  have  votetl  for  a Cohvention^  the  General  As- 
sembly shall,  at  their  next  session,  cidl  a Conveiuion,  to  consist  of  as 
many  members  as  there  may  be  in  the  General  Assembly,  to  be  cho- 
sen by  the  qualified  electors,  in  the  manner,  and  at  the  times  and 
places,  of  choosing  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  Con- 
vention shall  meet  within  three  moiith.s  after  the  said  election,  for 
the  purpose  of  revising,  amending,  or  changing  the  Constitution. 

SCIIEDCLE. 

Sec.  1.  That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  a change  of  T»  r - 
ritorial  to  a P»  rmanciit  State  Govenmient,  is  i-*  declared  that  .all 
rights,  actions,  prosecutions,  ohtims,  and  contracts,  as  well  of  in- 
dividuals, as  of  bodies  corporate,  sliall  comitiue  as  if  no  *udi 
change  had  taken  place. 

Sec.  2.  All  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  escheats,  acenilng  f.,» 
the  Mississippi  'IVn  itory,  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  sliull  en- 
, ure  to  the  use  of  the  State. 

I Sec.  3.  The  validity  of  all  bonds  and  recognizances  exceutetl 
I to  the  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  shall  not-bcimpaireil 
> bv  the  change  of  government,  hut  may  be  sued  for,  and  recuvert^ 
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the  name  of  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  ^lississippi,  and  his 
successors  In  oflico;  and  all  criminal  or  penal  actions  arising  or 
now  depending  within  tlie  limits.oftIiisjState  shall  be  prosecuted  to 
jucgmeut  and  execution  in  the  name'of  the  said  State.  All  causes 
of  action  arising  to  individuals  and  all  suits  at  law  or  in  equity  now 
depending  in  the  several  courts,  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and 
jiot  already  barred  by  law,  may  be  commenced  in,  or  transferred  to 
such  court  as  may  have  jurisdiction  thereof.  Bonds,  recogni- 
zances, and  other  papers  and  writings  properly  balonging  to  the 
ICastern  Section  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  not  comprised  within 
the  limits  of  this  State,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  offices  to  which 
iliey  severally  belong. 

Sec.  4.  All  officers,  civil  and  militai7,  now  holding  commissions 
tinder  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
litory,  within  this  State,  shall  continue  to  hold  and  exercise  their 
vesptetive  offices,  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  until  they 
shall  be  superseded  under  the  authority  of  this  Constitution;  and 
sliall  receive  from  the  treasury  of  this  State  she  same  compensa- 
Tiou  which  they  heretofore  received  for  tlieir  services,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  they  shall  be  so  employed.  The  Governor  shall 
liave  power  to  till  vacancies  by  commissions  to  expire  so  soon  as 
elections  or  appointments  can  be  made  to  such  office  by  the  author- 
ity of  this  Constitution.  , . 

Sec.  5.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  nov/  in  force  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
^itutioii  shall  continue  and  remain  in  force  as  the  laws  of  this 
State,  until  they  expire  by  tbeir  own  limitation,  or  shall  be  altered 
or  repealed  by  the  Legislature  thereof. 

Sec.  6.  Every  free  white  male  person  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  resident 
in  tliis  Slate  at  thetime  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall 
be  deemed  a qualified  elector,  at  the  first  election  to  be  held  in 
tbr;  State;  any  thing  in  the  Constitution  to  the  contrary  notwith- 

Set.  7.  The  president  of  this  Convention  shall  issue  writs  of 
election,  directed  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  Counties,  requiring 
them  to  cause  an  election,  to  be  held  tbr  a governor,  lieutenam- 
sovernor,  representative  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 


members  of  the*;General  Assembly,  and  sherifis  of  the  respective 
Counties,  at  the  respeewe  places  of  elections,  in  said  Counties, 
except  ill  Cie  County  of  Ifarren,  in  which  County  the  election  shall 


be  held  at  the  court-house,  instead  of  the  place  provided  by  law, 
on  the  first  Monday,  and  the  day  following  in  September  next; 
pvhich  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  existing  election  laws  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  the 
said  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  then  duly  elected,  shall  continue  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices  for  the  time  prescribed  by  this  Coiistitu/- 
lion,  and  until  their  successors  be  duly  qualified. 

Sec.  8.  Until  the  first  enuoieration  shall  be  made,  as  directed 
by  this  Constitution,  the  county  of  Warren  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
representative,  the  of  county  Claiborne  to  two  representatives,  the 
county  of  Jefferson  to  two  representatives,  the  county  of  Adams 
to  ft  ur  representatives,  the  county  of  Franklin  to  one  represeiita 
tive,  the  county  of  Wilkinson  to  three  represenutives,  the  county 
of  Amite  to  three  representatives,  the  county  of  Pike  to  tw'o  repre- 
sentatives, the  county  of  Lawrence  to  one  representative,  the  coun» 
ty  of  Marion  to  one  representative,  the  county  of  Hancock  to  one 
I'epreseotative,  the  county  of  Green  to  owe  representative,  the 
county  of  Wayne  to  one  representative,  the  county  of  Jackson 
to  one  representative.  The  counties  ot  Warren  and  Claiborne 
shall  be  entitled  to  on#  senator,  the  county  of  Adams  to  one  Sena- 
tor, the  county  of  Jefferson  to  one  senator,  the  county  ot  Wilkin- 
son to  one  senator,  the  county  ot  Amite  to  one  senator,  the  countiei 
of  Franklin  and  Pike  to  one  senator,  the  counties  of  Lawrence,  Ma- 
rion. and  Hancock  to  one  senator,  the  counties  of  Green,  Wayne 
and  Jackson  to  one  senator.  _ _ ...  . ’ 

Sec.  9.  I'he  governor  may  ajipoint  and  commission  an  aadition- 
al  judge,  or  one  of  the  former  judges  ot  thesnperior  court,  whose 
coinmUsioii  shall  expire  so  soon  as  appointments  can  be  made  un- 
der the  Constitution.  It  shall  be  theduty  of  the  judge  so  appoint- 
^ed,  or  one  of  the  former  territorial  judges  to  bold  superior  courts 
iu  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Green,  Wayne,  and  Hancock  at  the 
time  heretofore  presc-iibed  by  law.  Provided,  that  if  either  of  the 
former  territorial  judges  in  addition  to  his  duty  in  the  western 
counties  perform  such  duty  and  no  additional  judge  be  appointed* 
he  shall  receive  an  extra  compensation  p roportioiied  to  the  amount 
of  his  salary  and  term  of  service  rendered.  If  an  additional  judge 
be  appointed,  he  shall  receive  the  same  compensation  for  his  services 
as  the  other  judges  of  the  superior  court. 

Sec.  10.  Tire  sheriff  of  Warren  county  shall  within  ten  days  alter 
fhe  election  make  return  of  the  number  of  votes  for  senator  in  his 
county  to  Ihe  sheriff  of  Claiborne  county,  who  shall  be  the  return- 
ing officer  for  the  district.  The  sheriff  of  Pike  county  shall  within 
Ten  davs  after  the  election  make  return  of  the  number  of  votes  for 
senator  in  hisMuntv  to  the  sherift  of  Franklin  county,  who  sha  I 
be  the  returning  officer  for  the  district.  The  sheriffs  of  Hancock 
and  Lawrence  counties,  shall  within  ten  days  after  the  election, 
make  return  of  the  number  of  votes  for  senator  in  their  respective 
counties  to  the  sheriff  of  Marion  county,  who  shall  be  the  returning 
officer  for  the  distn  e.  The  sherifis  of  Jackson  and  Wayne  coun- 
ties shall  within  ten  days  after  the  election  make  return  of  the 
number  of  votes  for  senator  in  their  respective  counties,  to  the 
sheriff  of  Green  county,  who  shall  be  the  returning  officer  for  the 
district. 

OaDINANCE, 

Whereas  it  is  required  by  the  act  of  congress  under  which  this 
convention  is  assembled,  that  certain  provisions  should  be  made  by 
an  ordnance  of  this  convention.  ^ r.  u , - 

Therefore— This  convention,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  in- 
habiting this  State,  do  ordain,  agree  and  *clare,  that  they  forever 
disclaim  ail  rights  or  ^ile  to  the  waste  or  unappropriated  lands 


lying  within  the  State  of  Mississippi  and  that  the  same  shall  be 
and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  dispositiun  of  the  United 
States,  and  moreover,  that  each  and  every  tract  of  land  sold  by 
congress  sha 'I  be  and  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  the  or* 
der,  or  under  the  authority  of  this  State,  whether  for  Slate,  Coun- 
ty, Township,  Parish,  or  other  purposes  whatever,  fur  the  term  of 
live  years,  from  and  after  the  respective  days  of  sale  llicreof,  and 
that  the  lands  belonging  to  citizens  of  tlie  United  Ssates  residing 
without  this  State  shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands 
longing  to  persons  residing  within  the  same— that  no  taxes  shall 
be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  tlie  United  Sutes,  and 
file  river  Mississipjii  and  the  navigable  rivers  and  waters  leading 
into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulfof  Mexico,  shall  be  common  high**- 
w'ays,  and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  tlij^  State  as 
to  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any  duty,  tax,  im- 
port, or  toll  therefor  imposed  by  this  State:— And  this  ordinance  i.« 
hereby  declared  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  tlie  United 
States 

Done  in  Convention,  at  the  town  of  Washington,  the  I5th  day  of 
August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1817,  and  in  the  forty-second 
year  of  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
DAVID  HOLMES,  President, 

atul  Delegate  from  Adams  Countif, 


Adams  CouTuy. 
.Tosiah  Simpson, 

James  C.  Wilkins, 

John  Taylor, 

Christoplier  Rankin, 
Edward  Turner, 

Joseph  Sessions, 

John  Steel. 

Jefferson  Counttjj 
Cowles  Mead, 

Hezekiah  J.  Baleh, 
Joseph  E.  Davis. 

Claiborne  County^ 
Walter  Leake, 

Thomas  Barnes, 

Daniel  Burnet, 

Joshua  G.  Clark. 

Warren  County, 
Henry  D.  Downs, 

Andrew  Glass. 

From  Fj'anI4in- 
James  Knox. 

Wdkinson  County^ 
George  Poindexter, 
Danid  Williams, 

Abram  M.  Scott, 

John  Joor, 

Jerard  C.  Brandon* 
Joseph  Johnson*. 


Amite  County, 
Henry  Hanna, 

Thomas  Batchelor, 

John  Burton, 

Thomas  Torrence, 

Angus  Wilkinson, 

William  Latimore. 

Jackson  County^ 

.John  M’Leod,  ; 

Thomas  Billw. 

Pike  County. 

David  Dickson, 

William  J.  Minton, 

James  Y.  M’Nalib. 

Lawrence  County, 
Harmon  Runnels, 

George  W.  King. 

Marion  County. 

John  Ford, 

Dougal  M‘Laughlin. 

Hancock  County^ 
Noel  Jourdan, 

Amos  Burnet. 

Wayne  County, 
James  Patton,  ' ' 

Clinch  Gray. 

Greene  County, 
Laughliii  M’Kay.  ’ 

John  M’Rea. 

LOUIS  WINSTON,  Secretary}. 


Foreign  Articles. 

GENERAL  AFFAIR'S, 

Mr.  Gallatin^  minister  at  Paris,  passed  through 
Ghent  on  the  22d  of  July,  on  his  way  through 
Brussels  to  Holland. 

Many  of  the  rivers  of  Europe  have  overflown 
their  banks  and  exceedingly  damaged  the  crops. 
The  general  prospect  of  the  harvest,  however,  was 
good.  The  lake  of  Constance  had  risen  to  a very 
uncommon  height,  by  which  great  damages  were 
sustained. 

A col.  Brun,  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  chiefs 
in  the  “Grenoble  conspiracy,’*  in  France,  has  been 
arrested  at  Genoa,  on  the  eve  of  embarking  for 
the  United  States,  with  some  of  his  associates. — 
Here  we  see  an  operation  of  the  principle  applied 
by  the  allied  powers  to  the  case  of  Lucien  Bona- 
parte. All  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  as  sovereign 
and  independent  powers,  are  made  to  give  way  to  the 
personal  concerns  of  kings.  If  some  convulsion 
does  not  overturn  the  present  system,  history  will 
say  that  Europe  lost  her  liberties  when  Napoleon 
was  shipped  to  Si.  Helena.  But  many,  and  especi- 
ally the  British,  are  now  heartily  ashamed  of  tlieir 
former  talk  about  the  ^'fteedom  of  the  worW,”  as  con- 
nected with  that  man’s  downfall.  Slavery,  instead 
of  freedom,  is  the  manifest  result,  of  it. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  British  covet  more  ground  in  India,  and  a 
new  war  is  expected..  Lord  Amherst  has  returned 
home  from  his  unsuccesiful  embassy  to  China. 

Lord  Castlerea^h  has  been  bitten  by  a dog.  He 
was  attempting  to  pat  the  animal,  which,bcing  above 
bribery  or  coaxing,  turned  upon  and  severely  in- 
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jurecl  his  right  hand.  We  have  all  the  particulars 
of  the  impoi'tant  affair  in  the  London  papers. 

It  is  said  that  captain  Broke,  who  commanded 
tlia  Siiannon  when  she  took  the  Chesapeake,  has 
never  recovered  from  the  wound  he  received  in  the 
head  at  that  time,  but  continues  an  invalid,  and  at 
times,  has  his  mind  affected. 

In  a late  Dublin  Evening  Post  a Mr  Edward  Ball 
advertises  that  he  “will  exhibit,  after  six  days  no- 
tice, for  the  sum  of  300, 000^.  that  long  wdshed  for 
perpetual  motion,  now  going  in  its  rapid  velocity, 
without  the  aid  or  assistance  of  man  or  beast, 
springs,  weights,  or  balances,  steam,  wind  or  water, 
or  any  other  visible  assistance,  and  will  continue  in 
its  rapid  velocity  as  long  as  a body  of  any  substance 
lasts.  This  art,  lie  observes,  had  hitlierto  defeated 
every  attempt,  bip  he  achieved  it  at  the  first  trial, 
with  a few  minutes  study  and  three  hours’  la- 
bor, 

Mr.  Sadler,  the  younger,  ascended  in  a balloon 
from  the  Cavalry  Barrack,  near  Dublin,  on  Tues- 
day the22d,  at  40  m.  p.  1,  P.  M.  and  landed  about 
a mile  i'.nd  a half  from  Holyhead,  at?  P.  M.  having 
crossed  tiie  L-ish  channel  in  five  hours  and  twenty 
minutes. 

Eniigration.^K  late  London  paper  says — “The 
num^’ous  emigrations  from  Ireland  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  are  much  to  be  regretted:  there 
are,  at  this  time,  three  ships  at  one  port  in  Ireland 
abou,t  to  sail-rSurely  it  would  have  been  better,  as 
these  persons  are  determined  to  quit  their  native 
country,  to  have  given  them  their  passage  out  free 
of  expence,  to  British  Xorth  America.” 

[The  emigrations  are  more  numerous  from  Eng- 
land tlian  from  Ireland — the  latter  seems  now  to  be 
the  least  distre^ed  country;  not  that  Ireland  is 
distressed  less  than  she  was,  but  because  England 
is  distressed  more;  thanks  to  Irish  rule  In  the,  cabi- 
net.] 

Antiquities: — In  cutting  through  Gallows  Hill, 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  road  from  this 
town  to  Garstang,  the  workmen  this  week  discover- 
ed two  coffins,  in  which,  there  is  no  doubt,  the  head- 
less bodies  of  two  partisans  of  the  Stuarts  were  de- 
posited, after  suffering  as  traitors,  for  supporting  the 
iioctrines  of  divine  right,  or,  in  modern phrqseology,  the 
principle  of  legitimacy,  in  the  year  1715.  No  skull 
was  met  with  in  either  of  the  coffins;  a circumstance 
which  tends  to  confirm  the  tradition,  that  the  heads 
of  tlie  individuals  who  suffered  on  this  occasion, 
were  exposed  on  polls  in  front  of  the  Town-Hall, 
for  some  time  afterwards.  Near  the  spot  tyhere  the 
coffins  were  found,  a piece  of  timber  was  also  dis- 
covered, which,  in  all  probability  formed  part  of 
the  gallows  on  which  the  execution  took  place. 

Lancaster  fEng.J  Gazette. 

FRANCE. 

There  are  s,everal  rumor.s  that  the  royal  family 
of  France  has  not  treated  Mr.  Gallatin  and  his  lady 
with  the  respect  due  to  their  situation  at  the  court. 
It  is  said  that  the  duchess  of  Angouleme  addressed 
a few  words  to  Mrs.  Gallatin  in  French,  who  replied 
“I  do  not  speak  French,  princess.”  On  which  the 
princess  said,  “/  do  not  speak  EngiishP*  and  turned 
her  back  on  Mrs.  Gallatin. 

The  best  bread,  of  the  new  crops  of  grain,  was 
selling  in  the  south  of  France,  at  l2^6s.  for  about 
2Qd.  sterling. 

Law. — The  following  case  has  occm’red: — An 
English  nobleman  retired  to  France  to  keep  clear 
of  the  payment  of  his  debts.  Among  his  creditors 
was  a certain  Frenchman,  a resident  of  London,  who 
had  received  letters  of  denization,  and  held  consi- 
de.i'able  estates  in  England,  who  caused  him  to  be 


arrested  in  France,  and  he  w’as  thrown  into  a very 
filthy  prison.  Bail  was  refused  to  the  Englishman, 
as  by  law  bail  cannot  be  accepted  except  by  consent 
of  the  creditor.  When  the  case  came  before  the 
court,  it  was  plead  that  as  the  debt  w’as  not  con- 
tracted in  France,  the  action  must  be  dismissed — 
but  it  was  decided  that  the  debt  was  due  to  a 
Frenchman,  am-  therefore  ought  to  recovered.  The 
renunciation  of  allegiance  to  France,  and  letters  of 
denization,  were  then  proved — to  which  it  was  an- 
swered, that  a Frenchman  could  not  withdraw  his 
allegiance  from  his  sovereign,  &c.  so  tiie  nobleman 
remains  in  jail,  and  must  pay  the  debt  or  remain 
there. 

BONAPAnTE. 

At  the  latest  accounts  fi^m  St.  Helena,  the  ex- 
emperor was  well,  He  permits  no  person  to  visit 
him  but  those  of  his  own  suite;  and  very  seldom  goes 
out  of  his  house.  The  measures  to  prevent  his  e- 
scape  seem  to  have  increased  vigilance.  What  a man 
is  this,  to  terrify  all  the  kings  of  Europe!  How 
would  his  escape  make  the  legitimates  tremble! 
Even  tbe  “Holy  alliance”  would  prostrate  itself  be- 
fore him,  and  pay  its  homage  to  the  voice  of  the 
people,  rallied  round  his  person.  How  is  it  that  so 
bad  a man  as  Napoleon  is  said  to  be,  should  have 
such  an  influence  in  the  world?  Nobody  would  be 
frightened  about  the  prince  regent  of  England,  if 
he  was  held  as  Bonaparte  is.  Every  body  would 
say — let  him  loose,  what  harm  can  the  thing  do? 

SPAIN. 

As, we  anticipated,  the  brave  gen.  Lacey  was  mur- 
dered on  his  arrival  at  Majorca,  by  order  of  Ferdi- 
nand. It  will  be  recollected  that  he  was  sent  to 
that  island  that  he  m|ght  be  put  to  death  in  securi- 
ty. 

Letters  from  Spain  mention  that  11  men  are  to 
be  taken  from  each  regiment  of  the  line  in  Spain  to 
be  sent  to  South  America..  The  whole  force  will 
amount  to  6000. 

ITALV. 

It  is  stated  in  a Paris  paper  that  an  English  fri-, 
gate  had  arrived  at  Leghorn  to  take  on  board  five' 
millions  of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  reimbuse- 
ment  made  to  England  by  the  king  of  Sardinia  for 
the  expences  of  the  war. 

NETUEULANBS. 

The  state  of  the  Swiss  at  Amsterdam,  having  left 
their  country  to  seek  an  asylum  in  America  from 
starvation,  is  represented  as  dreadfully  distressing. 
Many  perish  with  hunger — some  liave  been  shipped 
off  at  the  cost  of  the  city  police.  They  appear  to 
be  very  numerous.  But  the  account  may  be  ex- 
aggerated from  political  motives;  for  it  contains 
a falsehood,  saying  “even  America  will  not 
have  any  more  of  these  emigrants.”  America 
has  not  refused- them,  or  any  oth^-s  desirous  of 
coming  hither. 

PttUSSIA. 

The  celebrated  mineralogist,  Warnfr,  who  lately 
died  at  Dresden,  bequeathed  to  the  king  of  Prussia 
his  valuable  collection  of  Minerals  estimated  at 
150,0U0  crowns. 

SWEDEN. 

Stockholm,  July  15. — Yesterday  his  majesty  sent 
for  -the  hereditary  prince  Oscar,  in  order  to  take 
his  seat  next  his  majesty  in  the  council  of  state,  and 
in  future  to  be  present  at  its  deliberations.  The 
hereditary  prince  was  introduced  by  the  crown 
prince,  his  father,  upon  which  his  majesty  addres- 
sed him  in  the  following  remarkable  and  excellent 
speech; 

My  Grandson. — It  is  a solemn  and  effecting  mo- 
ment for  me,  when  I see  you  take  the  place  at  my 
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side,  in  which  you  are  lo  witness  the  deliberations 
upon  tlie  welfare  of  the  people  whose  future  fates 
heaven  has  determined  to  be  your  care.  My  age 
and  infirm  heralth  do  not  allow  me  to  say  on  tlie 
occasion  all  that  my  tenderness  for  you,  and  my 
long  experience  make  me  desirous  of  expressing. 
I will  merely  remind  you,  that  you  will  one  day 
become  the  chief  of  two  free  nations.  Show  them  by 
your  respect  for  tlieir  rights,  how  you  would  have 
them  respect  yours.  It  is  tlie  constant  equipoise 
between  these  rights  that  in  fi-ee  states  produces 
order  and  strength,  and  it  is  the  part  of  the 
sovereign  by  justice,  humanity,  courage  and  judg- 
ment, to  direct  and  develope  tliis  principle  for  the 
highest  object — the  general  welfare.  Never  forget, 
my  grandson,  that  I this  day  impose  upon  you  a 
sacred  and  cherished  duty,  namely,  that, ‘of  paying 
when  I sliall  be  no  more,  my  debt  to  your  father 
for  all  the  warm  love,  the  kind  attention,  and  the 
unwearied  tenderness  which  he  has  shown  me  from 
the  very  first  hour  of  his  connexion  with  the  king- 
dom. Be  to  him  what  he  is  to  me;  be  his  support 
as  he  is  mine;  press  your  heart  to  his,  as  he  presses 
himself  to  mine.  My  country,  your  father  and  you, 
this,  my  son,  is  what  you  shall  read  in  my  counte- 
nance as  long  as  my  heart  shall  beat;  but  when  my 
voice,  already  faint,  shall  have  become  for  ever 
silent,  may  the  Almighty  protect,  thee;  may  he 
guide  thy  steps  according  to  his  laws,  and  permit 
thee,  in  the  course  of  ages,  to  behold  from  higher 
regions  thy  name,  the  honor  and  the  delight  of  the 
earth. 

The  crown  prince  also  made  in  this  a solemn  ad- 
dress to  the  king  and  to  the  prince,  his  son. 

TUHKET. 

Constantinople f July  29. — The  representation  of 
tlie  Ilussian  minister,  count  Von  StrogonofF,  which 
was  founded  on  the  most  reasonable  and  just  de- 
mands of  Russia,  seem  not  to  have  led  to  any  thing 
decisive  in  the  divan.  The  influence  of  the  grand 
Vizier  over  the  Reis-Effendiaand  the  Tefterdar,  had 
hindered  it.  The  Sultan,  who,  on  the  other  hand, 
earnestly  desired  a good  understanding  with  Rus- 
sia, addressed  on  the  3d  of  March  to  the  grand 
Vizier  the  following  energetic  and  remarkable  re- 
script.— 

** Haiti- Shevif. — “There  have  been  many  and  long 
deliberations  already  held  upon  the  note  which  the 
Russian  Ambassador  has  delivered;  yet.no  journal 
of  your  .sittings  has  yet  been  laid  before  us.  It  is 
now  about  40  days  since  this  business  was  laid  be 
fore  you  for  discussion.  Why  have  you  not  yet 
come  to  any  resolution  upon  it } From  this  delay 
we  must  believe  that  you  employ  yourselves  in 
your  sittings  only  in  things  of  no  consequence. — 
Will  you  then  wait  till  the  Russian  Ambassador 
is  angry,  and  proceeds  to  threats  ? If  you  believe 
that  war  is  unavoidable,  think  on  the  means  of  de- 
fence; show  us  minutely  the  necessary  causes  of 
War,  and  the  extent  of  tlie  resources  which  you  will 
employ.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  time  and  cir- 
cumstances do  not  allow  us  to  undertake  a war, 
prevent'the  discontent  of  the  Russian  Ambassador 
as  soon  as  possible  by  a suitable  answer.** 

The  impression  which  this  rescript  made  on  the 
Divan  was  easily  to  be  foreseen.  It  gave  occasion 
to  a second,  which  was  in  the  following  terms: — 

“As  my  ministers,  after  mature  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances,  have  considered  it  necessary 
to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  war,  and  embrace  the 
wise  part  of  reconciliation,  it  is  absolutely  neces* 
sary  that  the  conferences  should  be  immediately 
opened,  and  that  the  note  in  question  should  be 


Russian  Ambassador;  but  the  greatest  cure  must 
be  taken  that  this  note  be  well  .and  cle.arly  di’awn 
up;  and  not  like  the  first,  in  which  there  was  nc 
sense  at  all,  in  order  to  give  Russia  to  umlrrstaiv<. 
that  it  is  our  intention  to  arrange  matters  amicably.' 

The  inclination  of  the  grand  Seignor  to  peace, 
and  this  decisive  language,  were  sufficient  to  cause 
the  fall  of  the  opposite  party.  The  grand  Vizier 
received  a severe  reprimand,  but  his  instrun  ent, 
the  Reis  Effendi,  was  disgraced,  and  his  office  given 
to  the  Djanil  Effendi,  a man  whjo  has  already  fre- 
quently filled  that  place. 

EAST  IJfBlES. 

The  following  vessels  have  been  built  at  Bombay 
for  the  service  of  th«  British  government. 

Guns.  G'Jj^s^ 

Minden,  74  Zebra,  brig,  18 

Cornwallis,  74  Sphynx,  do,  10 

Welleslejj,  74  Camellon,  do.  10 

Melville,  74  besides  the  Achar,  36 

Salsette,  36  and  Ceylon  of  2S 

Doris,  36  transferred  from  the 

Ampliitrlte,  38  company  to  govern- 

Victor,  brig,  18  ment 

The  head  builder  is  Jamsejee  Romanjee,  a native 
of  the  country.  The  Melville  74  is  just  finished — 
“she  is  the  first  ship  built  at  Bombay  on  the  plan  of 
binding  or  attaching  the  beams  with  wooden  chocks 
and  iron  plate  knees,  thereby  avoiding  a great  ex 
penditur6  of  crooked  timber.** 

BAUBAHT  STATES. 

The  bey  of  Tunis  is  said  to  have  hung  the  capt. 
of  one  of  his  corsairs  with  the  jlag  which  he  com- 
pelled a BritisJi  vessel  to  strike. 

nniTISH  AMERICA. 

A Boston  paper  observes. — Some  documents  late- 
ly published  by  the  English  parliament  make  it 
clear,  that  the  British  colonies  in  America  are  much 
harder  bargains  to  the  mother  country,  tlvan  gene- 
rally is  supposed;  and  that  she  is  grossly  imposed 
upon  in  the  charges  for  their  support.  JHer  example 
— The  annual  charge  of  the  civil  government  of  No- 
va Scotia  (to  say  nothing  of  the  military  charge)  is 
30,440^.  sterling  (upwards  of  ^135,000.)  Now,  No- 
va Scotia  is  not  one  third  so  extensive  in  territory 
as  Massacliusetts,  and  has  not  one  ninth  ofher  popu- 
lation; yet  fhe  above  is  larger  than  the  lohole  annnat 
tax  of  Massachusetts  for  the  support  of  all  her  de- 
partments! 

The  civil  expence  of  New  Brunswick  is  6250/.  qf 
of  Upper  Canada  11,335/  and  the  other  dependen- 
cies in  proportion.  Bating  the  article  of  pride, 
Great-Britain  reaps  eve^  little  benefit  from  these 
colonies;  and  she  would  be  a gainer  in  the  end  (be- 
sides removing  a cause  of  war  in  a future  day)  were 
she  to  declare  them  independent  or  cede  them  to 
the  United  States.  As  economy  is  the  order  of 
the  day  in  England,  who  knows  what  may  happen! 

Fishing  vessels  restored. — By  a decision  in  the  admi- 
ralty court  this  day  (says  a Halifax  paper  of  the  29th 
ult)  the  twenty  sail  of  American  fishing  vessels 
brought  into  this  port  on  the  17th  of  June  last,  by 
H.  M.  S.  Dee,  captain  Chambers,  are  to  be  restored 
to  the  claimants. 

They  (the  claimants)  to  pay  costs — which  will 
not  be  heavy:  the  king’s  advocate  (R.  J.  Uniacke, 
esq.)  having  relinquished  his  fees  on  tha  occasion^ 
An  appeal,  however,  it  is  said,  will  be  entered  oif 
the  part  of  the  captors— the  original  owners  taking 
their  vessels  on  bonds  to  meet  the  event,  which  will 
probably  be  decided  between  the  two  governments, • 
Great  Brltian  and  the  United  States,  as  a matter  of. 


delivered  without  delay  by  the  Reis  Effendi  to  the}  public  interest. 
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UATTI. 

There  was  exported  from  capne  Henry,  in  seventy 
one  vessels,  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  lOth 
Aug-ust,  17,084,000  livres  worth  of  sugar  and  coff  ee. 

Cape  Henry,  Angnst  13.— The  funeral  service  of 
his  late  royal  highness  trince  Joux,  duke  of  Port- 
Mii’got,  was  performed  yesterday  in  the  Metro- 
pjOt-an  Cathedral  church,  by  a great  concolirse. 
Tiic  gr.-nd  dignitaries  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  civil,  administrative,  and  judiciary 
bodies,  attended  it  in  deep  mourning.  The  church 


the  possession  of  which  led  to  .a  suspicion,  of  them 
The  Spani.sh  ship  was  supposed  still  to  be  off'  the 
coast — and  is  said  to  have  been  seen  with  man\- 
small  vessels  near  her.  The  men  were  committed 
for  trial  at  the  court  to  be  held  in  October,  and  thi; 
specie  in  their  possession  (5000S)  ordered  to  awai^ 
the  decision  then  to  be  made. 

Our  accounts  from  Margaretta  and  tlie  Main  are 
so  contradictory,  that  we  reject  them  altogether. 

It  is  understood  that  Morillo  has  received  order'-. 


from  Ferdinand,  to  murder  eveiy  inhabitant— 77mn, 
w:..*!  hung  with  black,  and  the  coffin  jilaced  in  the  | 7uomcm  and  children,  of  the  island  of  Margaretta- 
middle  of  a magnificent  Cntafalfc,  raised  for  the  j which,  Imwever,  it  does  not  appear  that  lie  has  y 


purpose,  and  encompassed  by  tliousands  of  wax- j conquered.  We  trust  that  he  never  will.  “I’euish 
candies.  j * ” 

The  right  rev.  father  Jean-de-Dieu  Gonzales,  [ 
almoner  to  the  queen,  performed  a grand  mass  for 
the  dead,  and  pronounced  with  great  unction  and 
eloquence  the  funeral  sermon  of  the  deceased.  Tl>e 
auditory  were  sensibly  touched;  sorrow  was  de- 
picted in  every  countenance;  the  remembrance  of 
a loss  so  recent  and  so  considerable  as  that  just 
sustained;  the  sight  of  the  remains  of  the  object 
of  their  encomium;  the  sanctity  of  the  pWice;  and 
the  sacred  furniture,  combined  to  give  this  religious 
ceremony,  a gloomy  and  melancholy  aspect. 

Prince  John,  nephew  to  the  king,  grand  mashal, 
grand  admiral,  grand  cross  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Henry,  died  at  the  waters  of  Port-a- 
Piment,  in  the  37th  year  of  this  age.  Endowed 
with  the  greatest  bravery^  hereditary  in  his  avynst 
family,  his  continual  regrets  during  his  long  indis- 
position were,  that  he  could  not  employ  his  time 
and  his  care  in  tl>e  service  of  his  prince  and  ids 
country,  and  pour  out  his  blood  for  the  objects  of 
his  affections;  and  we  are  sure,  that  was  the  only 
regret  that  disturbed  his  last. 

Eminently  patriotic,  his  last  words  were:  Let 


THE  ixvAnKns. 

From  the  Poido  Jiico  yazette,  17th  J^Tay,  1817. 

CARACAS. 

By  Bon  Manuel  Vjncent  de  Maya,  priest,  doctor  oi 
both  rites  and  of  the  holy  divinity,  principal  ca- 
non of  his  holy  metropolitan  church,  counseller 
of  the  Triden'dine  seminary,  syradal  examiner, 
professor,  vicar  general  and  governor  of  the  arcli- 
bi.shopric  in  absence  of  the  most  illustrious  lord. 
Bn  B.  Narciso  Coll  y Prat,  most  worthy  archbi- 
shop of  this  diocese,  one  of  the  counsel  of  his  ma- 
jesty, &c.  &c. 

To  all  believers  in  Christ,  living  and  inhabiting  in 
this  diocese,  greetingin  the  Lord: 

Our  most  holy  father,  Pius  YH.  pope,  has  beeij 
pleased  to  direct  to  the  venerable  clergy,  both  secu- 
lar and  regular,  of  America,  a letter  of  exhortation, 
of  which  we  give  you  a literal  copy  as  follows: 

“To  the  venerable  archbishops  and  bishops,  and 
to  the  beloved  sons  of  the  clergy  of  America,  sub- 
ject to  the  catholic  king  of  Spain — Pius  VII.  poper 
Venerable  brothers  and  beloved  sons,  greeting  with 
our  apostolical  blessing: 

Although  we  are  separated  by  immense  spaces 


Haytians  combat  with  their  last  breath  for  liberty  ' of  land  and  water,  we  are  well  acquainted  with 
and  independence,  and  be  rather  all  exterminated  j your  piety  and  your  zeal  in  the  practice  and  preach- 
than  return  under  the  yoke  of  their  oppressors.  ing  of  the  most  holy  religion  you  profess,  one  of  tiie 
His  body  was  embalmed,  and  transported  to  ; principal  and  most  beautiful  precepts  of  which,  en» 
Gonaives,  . i joins  submission  to  the  superior  authorities.  We  do 

The  Royal  H.aytian  Gazette  contains  the  address  j not  doubt  that,  amidst  .the  disturbances  of  tiiose 
of  a certain  Louis  Lubin  to  “the  men  of  color  of  the  | couniries,  which  have  been  so  bitter  to  our  heart 


soutli  an^  west”  inviting  them  to  leave  the  service 
of  Petion,  “and  the  injustice  under  whicli  they 
groan”  and  seek  safely  with  king  Henry,  “the  legiti- 
mate  chief,”  as  he  himself  had  clone;  “who  welcom- 
ed him  as  a stray  child  coming  to  his  paternal  home.” 

SPATISH-AKETMCA. 

The  privateer  Congresso,  h.as  captured  two  Por- 
tuguese Iiuliamen — the  ships  Gras  Para  and  Caro- 
lina. The  Portuguese  will  repent  their  attack  upon 
Monte  Video.  Their  conamerce,  as  well  as  that  ot 


you  have  not  ceased  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  your 
flock  the  just  and  steady  hatred  with  which  it  ought 
to  regard  them.  Notwithstanding  our  being  in  this 
world  the  representative  of  tiieGod  andpeace— wlio 
announced  by  his  angels  at  the  moment  of  his  birth 
tlkat  he  was  coming  to  deliver  the  world  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  devils — wx  have  thought  it  incumbent 
on  our  apostolic:il  duties,  (howsoever  unworthy  we 
be  of  the  oocupationof  them)  to  admonish  you  more 
and  more  by  this  letter  to  spare  no  exertion  to  root 
away  and  destroy  cornj)!ete!y  the  fatal  causes  of 
troubles  and  rebe.llions  wiiicli  the  enemy  of  mankind 
has  sown  in  those  countries. 


Spain,  is  suffering  excessively  by  the  BuenosAyrean 
privateers 

We  have  accounts  that  the  people  of  Jveiv-Gra- 
nada  have  rallied  again  and  gained  an  important  “You  will  easily  obtain  this  vci-y  lioly  object,  if 
victory  over  the  royalists  o\<  the  plains  of  Casanare,  each  of  you  demonstrate  to  every  individual  of  your 
killing  their  general  and  many  other  officers.  . » i 

Five  men  have  been  taken  up  at  Boston,  and  ex- 
amined by  Judge  Bavis,  of  the  U.  S.  district  court. 

It  appears  that  they  belonged  to  the  Buenos  Ayrean 
privateer  Congress,  capt  Almeida;  who  having  cap- 
tured a Spunisli  ship  from  Havang.  for  TencrilVe,  la- 
den with  coltmial  produce  pf  great  value  and  60,00!l 
dollars,— which  last  were  taken  out  and  the  ship 
manned  with  a prize  crew  and  ordered  for  Buenos 
Ayres.  But,  tliat  finding  the  ship  unfit  for  such  a 
voyage  they  bqre  away  for  the  United  States,  into 
which,  it  so  would  appear,  they  may  have  smuggled 
a part  of  their  cargo.  ALer  the  privateer  had  left 
them  they  discovered  another  large  sum  in  specie, 


flocks,  with  all  the  zeal  in  your  power,  the  terrible 
and  awful  destruction  arising  from  rebellion:  U 

they  represent  the  Ot^d^^'-'^trlous  and  singular  vir- 
tue.-of  our  most  beloved  son  in  Jesus  Clivlsi,  • 
Ferdinand,  your  catholic  king,  who  holds  notldng 
more  valuable  than  religion  and  the  happiness  of  his 
subjects:  And  lastly,  if  tliey  bring  to  tlieir  view  the 
sublime  ajtd  immortal  examples  which  tlie  Spaniards 
have  given  to  Europe,  in  overlooking  tlieir  lives  and 
fortunes,  in  order  to  sliow  tlieir  invincible  attac’i- 
ment  to  their  faith,  and  tlieir  loyalty  to  tlieir  sove- 
reign. F.ndcavour,  then,  venerable  brothers  and, 
and  beloved  sons,  to  correspond  ^vitli  pleasure  to 
our  paternal  exhortations'  and  wjshe^’;  by  reco'm 
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pending-  with  the  greatest  steadiness  the  fidelity 
and  obedience  due  to  your  monarch':  Render  the 
greatest  service  to  the  people  entrusted  to  your 
care:  you  will  so  increase  the  affection  which  your 
sovereign  and  ourselves  profess  towards  you;  and 
your  pains  and  solicitudes  will  in  the  end  obtain  the 
reward  promised  by  him  who  pronounces  blessings 
on  the  peace-make,  as  on  the  son  of  God. 

‘‘Meanwhile,  venerable  brothers  and  beloved  s^ns, 
after  assuring  you  of  the  most  complete  success  in 
80  illustrious  and  fruitful  an  enterprize,  we  give  you 
with  the  greatest  love  our  apostolical  blessing, 
p “Given  in  Rome,  in  Santa-Maria  Maggiore,  with’ 
the  fisherman’s  seal,  the  30th  day  of  January, 
1816— of  our  potificate  the  sixteenth. 

Domingo  Festa.” 

[The  above,  though  dated  more  than  a year  ago, 
has  only  just  found  its  way  to  the  public — we  are 
indebted  for  the  translation  to  the  Columbian.  It 
is  an  improper  interference — the  practice  of  ming- 
ling ecclesiastical  with  secular  affairs,  has  produced 
more  evils  than  were  fabled  to  have  been  confined 
in  Pandora's  box,  and  been  the  great  bane  of  reli- 
gion itself;  but  there  is  a mildness  in  this  bull  very 
different  from  those  which  used  to  be  thundered 
from  Rome,  and  for  so  much  we  are  pleased  with 
the  reformation.] 

MEXICO. 

A letter  from  New  Orleans  states,  that  the  mar- 
<^uis  de  Moncada,  one  of  the  most  influential  cha- 
racters in  Mexico,  has  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  10,000  republicans.  Gen.  Mina  is  going  on  pret- 
ty well  in  Santander. 

rXORIDA. 

We  have  accounts  from  Amelia  island  of  the  6tli 
inst.  The  dream  of  conquest  is  ended.  Cols. 
Posey  and  Parker  resigned  on  the  4Ui,  and  on  the 
6th,  McGregor,  himself,  abandoned  the  expedition, 
and  embarked  on  board  his  brig  with  his  family,  &c. 
The  temporary  command  devolved  on  Col.  Erwins 
his  remaining  force  was  less  than  100  men,  an  at- 
tack from  the  Spaniards  was  immediately  expected. 
Whether  a battle  would  be  risked  or  not  was  un- 
certain. The  U.  S.  brig  Saranac  had  arrived  off 
St.  Mary's,  and  was  to  be  stationed  there — These 
are  the  facts — the  particulars  we  suppose,  will 
reach  us  hereafter. 


Statistical  scraps^  &c. 

Sale  of  Public  Lands.  By  accounts  from  Wash- 
ington, we  learn  that  the  public  sales  of  Alabama 
lands,  at  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  from  August  4 
to  23,  amounted  to  647,371  dollars  94  cents.  The 
quantity  sold  was  about  121,000  acres  at  prices  from 
two -dollars 'to  seventy;  the  greatest  part  at  two 
dollars.  The  average  pripe  was  about  five  dollars 
thirty -five  cents  an  acre. 

Improvement  in  Bedsteads — Every  housekeeper 
who  has  had  frequent  occasion  to  take  down  bed- 
steads, and  again  to  put  the  parts  together,  well 
knows  the  trouble  of  this  process,  and  that  fre- 
quently screw  drivers  are  mislaid,  or  the  screw 
heads  so  wprn,  as  to  increase  the  difficulty.  To 
all  such  it  will  be  pleasing  to  learn,  that  an  im- 
provement has  been  for  some  time  used  in  England, 
and  is  now  introduced  into  this  city,  by  which  all 
the  former  inconvenience  is  obviated.  It  consists 
simply  of  a set  of  cast  iron  dove-tails,  which  are 
firmly  screwed  on  the  several  joints  of  the  bed- 
stead. Those  who  put  up  a bedstead  have  no 
more  to  do  than  to  drop  each  part  of  the  frame 
-into  pqrrespoa^Jing  §ock,et,  aU  which  ^ thjs 


business  of  only  one  or  two  minutes.  Another  ad- 
vantage of  this  improvement  is  that  most  of  the 
crevices  and  all  the  holes  which  bugs  frequent  are 
dispensed  with. — J\T.  Y.  Com.  Adv. 

Bank  of  J^eiufoundland. — Captain  Leslie,  of  tlK^ 
ship  Persia,  arrived  at  New-York,  informs  that  he 
has  ascertained,  by  repeated  observations,  that  the 
grand  bank  of  Newfoundland,  in  latitude  about  45® 
1-8  N.  is  only  two  degrees  broad  instead,  of  four, 
as  laid  down  in  most  cliarts.  The  eastern  edge  in 
that  parallel,  being  in  longitude  about  49°,  12m.  - 
west,  and  the  western  in  about  51®  12m. 

Asiatic  mountains. — The  heights  of  the  princi- 
pal Himalaga  mountains  hitherto  inaccessible  to 
Europeans,  and  long  supposed  in  India  to  be  the 
most  elevated  in  the  world,  have  been  lately  mea- 
sured by  observations;  the  mean  results  are  nearly 
as  follows^. 

Eng.  feet. . 


Dhawalagiri,  or  Dholagir,  26,462 

abcAe  the  sea,  26,862 

A mountain  supposed  to  be  Dhaibur,  (above 

the  sea,)  24,740 

A molintain  not  named,  (above  the  sea)  22,769 

Ditto,  (above  the  valley  of  Nepal,  which  is 
4,600  higher  than  the  sea)  20,02i^ 

above  the  sea,  24,625 

Another  near  it  (above  the  valley  of  Nepal  18,662 
Above  the  sea,  23,262 

A third  in  its  vicinity,  (above  the  valley  of 
Nepal,)  18,452 

above  the  sea,  23,052 

The  Himslaga  chain  is  visible  from  Patna  on  the 


southern  bank  of  the  Ganges,  as  a continued  well- 
defined  line  of  white  cliffs,  extending  through 
more  than  two  points  of  the  compass,,  at  a dis- 
tance of  about  sixty  leagues,  while  at  an  equal  dis- 
tance, Chimborazo,  the  highest  of  the  Andes,  is 
seen  at  a single  point,  the  rest  of  the  Cordillera  be- 
ing invisible.  The  peak  of  Chamalisi,  near  the  fron-. 
tiers  of  Thibet,  is  visible  from  various  stations  in 
Bengal,  the  most  remote  of  w hich  is  not  less  than 
232  English  miles. — Chr.  Ob.June\%\7. 

Stbam-boats. — Captain  Stiles,  the  respected  and 
excellent  mayor  of  Baltimore,  lias  started  his  steam 
boat.  Surprize,  as  a packet  to  run  to  and  from  se- 
veral places  on  the  Chesapeake  bay.  Her  engine  is 
propelled  on  the  “rotary  motion,  and  she  moves 
with  more  ease  and  swiftness  than  any  steam  boat 
in  the  United  States.”  The  construction  is  so  sim- 
ple that,  it  is  said,  independent  of  the  boilers,  the 
machinery  will  not  cost  more  than  one-tenth  of  the 
usual  expence  of  machinery  constructed  in  the 
ordinary  manner. 

Botant. — M.  HumboTt,  in  the  introduction  to  his 
new  Genera  and  Species  of  Plants^,  has  computed 
that  the  ancient  Gr^ek,  Roman  and  Arabian  writer^ 
have  not  named  and  described  above  1406  plants; 
there  are  now  reckoned  38,000  in  the  different  quar- 
ters of  the  world;  in  Europe  7000;  in  the  temperate 
regions  of  Asia,  1500;  in  Asia,  near  the  tropics  and 
islands,  4000;  in  Africa,  5000;  in  the  temperate  re- 
gions of  both  Americas,  4000;  in  America,  between 
the  tropics,  13,000;  in  New -Holland  ahd  in  the  isles 
of  the  PacifiiJ  Ocean,  3000 — total  38,000. 

[.Tour,  du  Com. 

JYorthampton,  (" JMass.J  August  20. — In  passing 
through  the  upper  part  of  the  town  of  Hadley,  on 
Friday  last,  the  attention  of  the  traveller  was  invit- 
ed to  a very  pleasing  exhibition,  though  rarely if 
ever  before  seen,  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

On  a fine  afternoon,  in  a field  of  about  20  acres, 
pleasantly  situated  on  the  western  declivity  of  Mr.{ 
WavAer,  wer$  tbirty-s^ey en  reapers  all  ii>h^nd- 
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some  order,  led  by  two  ag-ed  pentl-emen,  both  rising 
ot‘  seventy,  who  were  followed  by  their  children, 
grand-tfhildren  and  neighbors,  assembled  to  offer 
this  tribute  of  afTection  to  the  owner  of  the  b^bl, 
for  occasional  services  gratuitously  rendered  in  his 
profession. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned  was  followed,  1 
Was  told,  by  four  sons,  ten  grand-sons,  and  two 
sons-in-law.-^^ — Led  by  curiosity,  to  ascertain  the 
breadth  of  the  work  which  they  carried,  1 found  it 
to  be  fifteen  rods.  At  evening  1 understood  the 
greater  part  partook  together,  with  cheerful  hearts, 
of  refreshments  provided  for  them,  and  retired  at  a 
seasonable  hour,  in  the  most  perfect  harmony,  so- 
briety and  good  order. 

AH  belonged  to  a neighborhood  of  about  a mile 
in  extent.  D.  Huntington. 

Uncommon  Perseverance. — The  Worcester  (Ohio) 
paper  informs  us,  that  Joseph  Bicker,  having  pene- 
trated through  a rock  Jour  hundred  and  forty  feety 
has  at  length  obtained  salt  water,  so  strong  that 
100  gallons  will  yield  a bushel  of  salt.  An  idea  is 
prevalent  in  the  western  states  that  salt  water  may 
be  pbtained  at  any  place  by  penetrating  the  earth 
to  a certain  depth;  and  that  when  the  crust,  as 
they  term  it,  which  covers  the  salt  strata,  is  broken 
the  water  will  rise  to  the  surface.  It  must  be  con- 
fessed that  facts  and  experiments  seem,  in  a mea- 
sure, to  warrant  the  correctness  of  this  theory.— 
Salt  water  lias  been  found  in  a great  many  places, 
wliere  no  indications  of  it  appeared  upon  the  sur- 
face, by  boring  through  the  rock  to  a certain  depth. 
'I’he  vast  salt  works  upon  the  Great  Kanhawa,  are 
supplied  from  300  perforations  through  rock,  to 
the  depth  af  from  150  to  400  feet.  Successful  at- 
tempts have  been  made  in  various  other  places.  A 
gentleman,  from  Lake  Erie,  informs  us  tliat  an  in- 
dividual has  expended  about  4,000  dollars  in  boring 
upon  the  banks  of  that  lake.  He  penetrated  more 
‘ than  300  feet,  when  his  means  were  exliausted;  but 
so  strong  was  the  confidence  of  success  on  pene- 
trating 400  feet,  that  a subscription  was  filling  to 
enable  him  to  complete  it.  We  do  not  remember 
to  have  heard  of  any  instance,  before,  where  the  ex 
periment  was  persevered  in  to  the  depth  of  440 
feet. 

Unparalleled  perseverance. — The  Chatauqne  Ga- 
zette informs  us  that  Mr,  Jesse  Buffington,  of  the! 

tnwn  nf*  pArtlanH  in  thnt  mnntv  o 


town  of  Portland,  in  that  county,  has  perforated  a 
solid  rock  to  the  depth  of  Jive  hundred  and  thirty 
feety  in  quest  of  salt  water.  As  yet  he  has  not  at- 
taineil  his  object,  but  perseveres  with  confivlence 
of  final  succe^Or  He  has  expended  about  4000  dol- 

\_Albuny  Register. 

Expertn.ess  of  seamen — From  the  Boston  Patnot 
The  gallant  captain  Harper,  of  his  majest  ’s  ship 
Wye,  after  having  captured  a small  fishing  schooner 
belonging  to  Newcastle,  in  N II.  and  got  her  safe 
into  Digby,  fearing  that  the  crew  would  retake  her, 
had  her  dismantled,  by  taking  out  the  masts  and 
unhanging  her  rudder.  The  operation,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  officers  and  crew,  was  performed 
in  one  hour  and  thi*ee  quarters.  When  the  schooner 
was  dropping  astern  of  the  ship,  the  officers,  who 
were  looking  at  her  over  the  railing  of  the  quarter- 
deck, and  laughing  at  her  naked  appearance,  sneer- 
ingly  asked  one  of  the  fishermen,  if  he  thought  the 
Yankees  could  sirip  a vessel  so  expertly.  The  fisher- 
man replied,  he  thought  it  had  been  done  in  a short 
time  for  them— but,  said  he,  I onqe  assisted  in  tak- 
ing three  masts  out  of  your  frigate  Java,  and  ire  did 
it  in  just  half  the  time. 

Hindoo  opinion.— T\ie  New^York  Daily  Advertiser 
a kusr  (roai  Jovvrmia  % liffitloo 


of  distinction,  to  the  British  bible  society,  dated 
Benares,  April  26,  1310;  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract — 

“To  the  committee  of  the  hible  society. 

*Ulonorable  Sirs. — I am  no  Christian,  nor  wish  to 
be  one,  as  my  own  pure  religion,  which  v/e  calf 
Iteeslobe,  orthe  worship  of  one  eternal  God  through 
a Saviour,  whom  we  call  Guroo,  or  Krishnoo,  is 
enough  for  us,  if  we  could  do  tlie  duty  incumbent 
.on  us  well;  and  I think  a good  and  real  Christian  and 
a Hindoo  Becstobe,  are  the  same;  also  I think  Christ 
.Old  our  Ki  ishnoo  are  one  person.” 

LIFE  OF  KING  HEN  11 Y VITI. 

FROM  THE  MEMOIRS  OF  AVM.  SAMPSON,  ESQ,. 

He  was  born  in  1491,  and  began  to  reign  in  1509, 
IJe  raised  his  favorite.?,  the  instruments  of  his 
crimes  from  the  depth  of  obscurity  to  the  pinnacle 
of  grandeur,  and  after  setting  them  up  as  tyrants,, 
put  them  to  death  like  slaves.  He  was  pre-emi?. 
nent  in  religion;  first  quarreling  with  Luther,  whose 
doctrines  he  thought  too  republican,  he  became  de-. 
fender  of  the  catholic  faith,  and  then  quarreling 
with  the  pope;  who  stood  in  the  way  of  his  murders, 
he  was  twoe  excommunicated.  He  made  creeds 
and  articles,  and  made  it  treason  not  to  swear  to. 
them;  he  made  others  quite  opposed  to  them,  and 
made  it  treason  not  to  swear  to  them;  and  he  burn-- 
edhis  opponents  with  slow  fire.  He  disputed  with 
a foolish  school  master  on  the  real  presence,  and 
burned  him  to  convince  him.  He  beheaded  bishop 
Fisher  and  Sir  Thomas  Moore,  for  not  swearing 
that  his  own  children  were  bastards.  He  robbed 
the  churches,  and  gave  the  revenue  of  a convent  to 
an  old  woman  for  a pudding.  He  burned  a lovely 
young  woman,  (Anne  Ascue)  for  jabbering  of  the 
real  presence. 

He  was  in  love  as  In  religion,  delicate  and  ten- 
der. He  first  married  his  sister-in-law,  and  because- 
ber  cJiildren  died, divorced  her,  married  her  maid  of 
honor,  and  made  parliament  and  clergy  declare  he 
had  done  well.  He  beheaded  the  maid  for  letting 
her  handkerchief  fall  at  a tilting,  and  two  or  three 
gentlemen  with  her  to  keep  her  company,  threw  her 
body  into  an  old  arrow  case,  and  burled  it  therein, 
and  the  very  next  day  married  a third  wife,  and  his 
parliament  and  his  clergy  piade  it  treason  not  to  say 
it  was  well. 

He  next  proposed  to  Francis  I.  to  bring  two  prin- 
cesses of  Guise,  and  a number  of  other  pretty 
French  ladies,  that  he  might  choose  a fourth  wife 
among  them.  Tiie  French  king  was  too  gallant  to 
bring  ladies  to  market  like  geldings,  so  lie  fell  in 
love  with  the  picture  of  a Dutch  lady,  and  married 
her  witliout  seeing  her.  When  she  came,  he  found 
she  spoke  Dutch,  and  did  not  dance  well.  He  swore 
she  was  no  maid,  called  her  a Flanders  mare,  atTfl 
Uirned  her  loase;  and  as  he  had  destroyed  cardinal 
Woolsey,  when  he  was  tired  of  his  former  wife,  so 
he  beheaded  Cromwell  when  he  was  surfeited  with 
this  one. 

He  married  a fifth  wife,  wilfi  whom  he  was  so  de- 
lighted tl'.athe  had  forms  of  thanksgiving  composed 
by  Ids  bishops  and  read  in  the  churches,  and  then 
condemned  her,  her  grand  mother,  uncles,  aunts, 
ctousins,  about  a dozen  in  all,  to  be  put  to  death. 
Having  done  all  this,  and  much  more,  he  died  of  a 
rotten  leg,  in  the  38lh  year  of  his  reign,  and  In  tlie. 
56th  of  his  life,  a royal  peep  ofday  boy,  and  a very 
memorable  brute. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  returned  tc. 
the  seat  of  government  on  Wednesday  last,  have  n 
hi3  tour  of  ob&orvfttion.  lie  wa^  rer.eiv 
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ed  in  form  by  the  people  and  conducted  to  the 
house  prepared  by  the  nation  for  the  residence  of 
its  chief  magistrate,  now  sufficiently  repaired  of  its 
Gothic  damages  to  accommodate  him  and  his  family; 
Ihough  not  yet  wholly  finished  or  fqrnished. 

The  marine  corps. — It  will  be  recollected  that  a 
court  martial  lately  decidedon  its  own  incompetency 
to  hear  and  decide  upon  certain  charges  made 
against  lieut.  col.  Wharton,  of  the  marines;  and  the 
J^ational  Intelligencer  of  Saturday  last  says — <*The 
army  court  martial,  convened  in  this  city  for  the 
trial  of  certain  charges  preferred  against  an  officer 
of  marines,  yesterday  adjourned  sine  die,  having  de- 
cided, under  the  68th  article  of  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war,  that  they  were  incompetent,  alone,  to 
try  a marine  officer,  though  officers  of  the  army 
might  be  placed  on  a court  with  marine  officers  for 
t-hat  purpose.  This  appears  to  be  a question  here- 
tofore undecided,  and  which  it  may  prove  benefici- 
al to  the  service  to  liave  now  definitively  settled.*’ 

JVdval  -warfare. — A volume  in  boards  with  plates, 
price  20s.  has  just  been  published  at  London  to  ‘‘con- 
quer facts  by. argument”  and  show  the  superiority 
of  the  British  ia  their  war  with  the  United  States, 
by  sea. 

Mediterranean  squadron. — Capt  Cox,  arrived  at 
Norfolk  from  Gibraltar,  informs,  “that  the  United 
States,  sloop  of  war  Peacohy  Cap^  Rodgers,  arrived 
at  "Gibraltar  some  time  in  June  last,  from  Algiers, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provisions:  as  the 
plague  was  known  to  be  raging  at  Algiers,  the  Pea- 
cock was  compelled  to  ride  quarantine,  and  it  so 
happened  that  when  she  was  permitted  to  have  oom- 
jnunication  with  the  shore,  there  was  not  an  article 
of  salt  provisions  to  be  purchased  in  the  whole 
port  of  Gibraltar.  Immediately,  however,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  American  consul,  the  governor  of  that 
place,  Gen.  Doif,  supplied  capt  Rodgers  with  what- 
ever  he  required,  out  of  the  public  stores,  requiring 
only  that  the  same  should  be  replaced  by  our  consul 
as  soon  as  convenient.  The  Peacock  sailed  from 
Gibraltar  up  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  28th  of 
June. 

The  conduct  of  Gen.  Don,  in  this  instance,  ac- 
cords v.’ith  his  usual  deportment  to  our  countrymen, 
which  We  have  frequently  heard  spoken  of  in  the 
Warmest  terms  of  commendation.” 

We  have  seen  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  Gib- 
raltar savs  the  editor  of  the  New-York  Gazette,  da- 
June  21,  stating  that  the  writer  had  conversed  with 
an  officer  belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  Pea- 
cock, just  arrived  at  that  place  from  Algiers  and  Tu- 
nis.  X'rom  the  latter  place  thjey  had  brought  our 
consul,  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was  induced  to  leave 
there,  owing  to  his  having  been  treated  in  a manner 
that  would  not  justify  his  remaining  longer  the  re- 
presentative  of  the  United  States.— The  bey,  for 
some  lime  previous  to  his  departure,  would  npt  al- 
low him  to  come  into  his  presence,  in  consequence 
of  his  refusing  to  kiss  his  highness’  hand.  Ue  has 
also  detained  there  an  American  citizen,  for  demand- 
ing  payment  for  property  sold  his  highness’  to  the 
amount  of  several  thousand  dollars.  The  Peacock 
left  them  getting  their  fortifications  in  order,  and 
it  is  the  general  opinion  that  there  will  be  a brush 
with  them,  soon  after  her  joining  the  squadron  at 
Marseilles.  She  will  sail  as  soon,  as  she  can  ^et  in 
a supply  of  provisions  and  water. 

[The  editor  of  the  JVunonaZ  Jldvocate  doubts  the 
above  report,  at  least  as  to  any  offence  being  taken  at 
the  ceremony  of  kissing  hands,  which  has  been  con- 
stantly observed  at  Tunis  by  the  agents  of  every 
civilized  nation.  “We  should  rather  imagine,  that 
the  ORUse  was  unlawfully  impriso»ing  an  American, 


citizen,  as  violating  our  treaty  in  some  sh.ape.  Mr. 
Anderson  is  a very  efficient,  and,  we  believe,  spirit- 
ed officer,  and  therefore,  not  disposed  to  submit  to 
any  national  insult.  The  present  bey  of  Tunis  is  a 
very  quiet  respectable  man,  and  not  in  the-least, 
disposed  to  quarrel  with  us;  he  has  however  two 
sons  that  are  finished  rascals,  and  who,  unfortunate- 
ly, have  great  influence  in  that  government.  We 
can  make  no  further  impression  on  the  Tunisians 
than  to  capture  their  squadx’on,  which  is  extensive, 
and  to  blockade  their  ports,  as  there  is  not  a suffi- 
cient* depth  of  w.ater  for  ou.*'  large  vessels  to  ap- 
proach sufficiently  near  to  their  principal  fortress^^ 
and  the  city  of  Tunis  is  near  eight  miles  from  the 
sea.  T!)ey  have  much  to  lose,  however,  in  a con- 
test with  US;  and  we  have  something  to  gain,  not 
only  by  the  formation  of  a new  treaty,  more  honora- 
ble than  the  present  one,  but  by  destroyhig  a very 
extensive  commerce  which  is  carried  on  with  that 
power”.] 

United  States^  six  per  cent,  stocks  have  sold  at  110, 
during  the  present  week,  in  Baltimore! — The  cause 
of  this  is  a foreign  demand.  Our’s  are  the  only 
stocks  in  the  world  above  par;  our’s  is  the  only  ci- 
vilized government  that  is  not  borrowing  money. — 
How  glorious  isthe“tide  of  successful  experiment” 
— how  sweet  the  practical  evidence  of  the  fact,  that 
nran  is  best  fitted  to  govern  himself  I— May  we  che- 
rish our  republican  institutions,  and  every  day  be 
strengthened  in  our  love  of  them. 

Cash — The  specie  for  the  U.  States*  bank,  agree- 
ably to  the  late  arrangements  made  in  Europe,  is 
rapidly  pouring  in  from  London,  Lisbon,  and  the 
West  Indies.  800,000,  or  a million,  of  dollars  ar- 
rived within  the  last  8 or  10  days,  for  the  bank,  be- 
sides considerable  quantities  to  private  individuals^ 

Diedj  at  Westport,  Ms.  on  the  7th  inst.  Paul 
Cuffee,  a very  respectable  and  well  known  man  of 
color,  are  a merchant,  sea-captain,  and  philanthro- 
pist. He- was  a member  of  the  society  of  Friends, 
or  Quakers,  and  much  esteemed  by  all  classes  of 
people,  for  his  morality,  truth  and  intelligence. 

Shameful.  It  is  stated  that  a concert  ^Hinder  the 
patronage  of  several  respectable  gentlemen^'  is  to  be 
given  at  Philadelphia,  at  “the  superb  rooms  of 
Washington  Hall”  for  the  benefit  of  Mary  Baker, 
or  Miss  CarrabQo,  the  infamous  impostor,  that 
lately  arrived  there  from  England.  W^e  hope  this 
is  not  true.  If  she  must  have  a concert,  let  it  be 
held  in  some  fitting  her  character  and  con-^ 
duct;  not  in  Washington  Hall. 

Plattsburg,  Sept.  6. — It  has  long  been  regarded  of 
the  first  importance  to  the  interest  of  the  northern, 
section  of  this  state,  that  the  intercourse  between 
lake  Champlain  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  lake 
Ontario,  should  be  facilitated  by  good  roads.  The 
events  of  the  late  war  have  forcibly  demonstrated 
the  necessity  of  a good  road  from  this  place  west- 
ward, in  carrying  on  a frontier  war.  And  it  is  willt 
much  pleasure  we  state  that  this  work  is  going  on, 
in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  as  mentioned  in  our  last  paper. — 
About  230  of  the  6th  regiment,  under  the  immedi- 
ate command  of  It.  col.  Snelling,  have  been  engaged 
with  the  utmost  zeal  and  activity,  since  Friday,  the 
29th  ult.  The  troops  will  work  until  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, arid  it  is  calculated  that  16  miles  of  the  road 
will  be  completed  the  present  season.  It  is  the  deter- 
mination of  the  officers  engaged  in  this  service,  to 
make  a permanent  road — one  that  shall  do  honor  to 
the  regiment,  and  be  of  service  to  the  country,  and 
as  far  as  they  have  already  gone  this  determination 
has  been  rigidly  adhered  to. 
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For  an  explanatory  adclreug  respecting  t!ic  ngen- 
cies  of  the  Weekly  Kegister,  see  page  69.  It  is 
of  some  interest  to  many  of  them,  ami  1 hope  it 
will  be  generally  read  by  my  sub.scribers. 

TJie  editor,  again,  most  respectfully  tendei’s  his 
rhai'jks  to  the  gentlemen  that  have  so  liberally  met 
his  request  about  forwarding  their  subscription- 
money  in  advance.  I'he  relief  thereby  afforded  is 
■eisier  felt  than  described;  though  itsJiappy  result, 
if  universally  iulopted,  is  yet  but  partially  experi 
e jced.  He  "hopes  that  all  may  be  immediately  in- 
duced in  fallow  so  good,  so  kind,  an  example;  and 
that  he  may  be  prevented  the  necessity  of  stopping 
the  papers  of  any,  thraugh  their  own  neglect-,  for  l^e 
feels  pretty  confident  lh"t  none  of  liis  friends  will 
seriously  object  to  help  him  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. To  conduct  a paper  like  this,  as  it  ought  to 
'be  conducted,  its  edit.ar  shovdd  to  Uwve  a mind  at 
ease;  which  he  may  easily  have — if  his  subscribers  ^ 
T.oiIl  it. 


Error  of  Punctuation. 

The  following  letter  from  Com.  Porter  to  tlie  etl'ii- 
tor,  aifords  a singular  demonstration  of  the  im- 
portance of  a correct  punctuation. 

That  gallant  officer  is  kiitd  enough  to  believe  that 
the  error  did  not  originate  w ith  us.  This  is  the 
fact.  The  letter  referred  to  was  copied  from 
the  iXational  Intelligencer,  of  July  19,  1814 — on 
turning  to  wliich  we  find  that  it  was  copied  cor- 
reclly.  The  error,  most  probably,  was  made  in 
the  hasty  transcription  of  the  officird  letter  .fiir 
the  press;  and  it  has  such  a char-acier  tliat  no  m,u’^ 
without  a knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  cas^ 
could  d icct  it. 

We  are  glad,  even  at  this  late  day,  to  be  the  instru- 
ment of  an  act  of  justice  to  the  ])arties  cor.ctnied. 

n ’’ashinp^'ton,  Sept.  9,4,  1817, 
Sir — In  page  352,  Vol.  VI.  of  vtiur  Regj.^ter, 


I discover  an  error  in  the  publication  of  a 1 utter 
Upw.irds  of  sixty  new  siihscrlbers  are  gratefully  j from  me  to  the  secretary  of  tiie  navy,  daieo  X. 
acknowledged  t - lave  been  received  in  the  present  j York,  July  J 3th,  1814.  As  it  Stands  now,  I 
month.  IJiere  i.s  reason  to  belie\e  that  trebicj^^.^  made  to  say  what  it  was  very  far  fror.i  my 

{intention  to  say— and  to  assert  what  it  \Aould 


pious  act  has  been  per- 1 ''»t  correct  'for  me  to  asse.  t. 
monument  has  been  erect- i from  wnshing  to  do  an  imustic 


I am  vei'y  far 
ce  to  com.  lilll- 


tliat  narnber  -will  be  received  in  the  noxt  fourj 
weeks, 

PaOLT  7TONUMENT.  A 

formed.  ,\n  appropriate  monument  has  been  erect- j mv,  ..ijt 

ed  over  th>e  remains  of  Lbotte  who  “fell  a sacrifice  to  I yar,  (who  I believe  to  be  one  of  the  most  honor- 

Bri  - - - 

Septt 

, , ^ -1  ...-a,.  ...1--. U I 1 X. 

teemed  ns  an  official  account  of  the  ceremonies,  &c. ! ’ Y * ‘ 6 

that  took  place  on  this  interesting  occasion,  with  a ! to  correct  tlie  error  as  far  as  may  be  m your 
descrintion  of  tb^  monume-  We  ofit-r  our  thinks  I power.  The  sentence  of  which  i complain,  be- 
to  the  gr'ntlemfin  t coiTmiimlcated  it,  butltave  to,  ginning  at  the  fourth  line,  should  run  thus; 
l-egret  diet  it  «lid  reach  us  in  time  for  this  paper,  I Ofj  co'ii.  Hiliyar's  arrival  ;;t  V.'dp.i!  ais,.),  iit  ran 
It  sluU  bw  pablisJied  in  our  next.  j the  Phoebe  close  along  side  the  Ess“x,  .and  enquii-/  d 

“siLEs  vs.  CORBETT  The  erlitof  of  a paper 
published  at  Pelersb  j.  g "N'r.  calle.l  t!»e  “American 
Star,”  bus  inserted  my  letter  to  Mr.  Cobbett,  and 
directed  the  aUentiou  of  his  readers  to  it  by  the 
fuilovving  remarks: — “Mr.  Nik-s,  it  seems,  has 
thrown  il;c  gauntlet  down  to  formidable  Mr. 

Cobbett.  Should  the  latter  take  it  up,  the  political 
world  may  look  for  rare  .sp.or',  in  ti  e conte.st  that 
will  ensue  betwixt  these  ve'.er  in  clu-voliers  de  la 
plume.  When  Weekly  Register  meets  Weekly  R.»- 
gisler,  “timu  comes  the  tug  of  war.”  But  who 
.ynov.'.s,  (considering  tlie  good  understanding  here- 
tofiwe  existing  betwixt  tliese  two  gentlenven)  but 
^bis  is  only  the  beginning  of  a mock  fight,  concerted 
c>ei.'.v’ixl  themf-elve.s,  to  promote  the  sale  of  their 
r -.pec'.lve  Tie^isiers?^' 

The  editor  of  the  “Star”  is  pleased  to  insinuate 
an  inprenvity  to  me  f..r  beyond  my  deserts.  My 
enlculaiion  rather  went  to  tlie  opposite  side.  I 
never  have  b.ad  any  private  correspondence  what- 
ever with  Mr.  Cobbett,  except  one  letter  to  and 
one  from  )iim,  wlien  in  F.ngbmd,  respecting  an  e.x- 
ch-ange  of  t]ie  volumes  of  our  Registf.rs.  N.nr  Jo 
I know  that  I have  “tJirown  the  gasuirlet”  to  Mr. 

Cobbett— I liEve  only  professsed  a ''.villingness  to 
take  up  that  which  he  had  thrown  down — and  to  at- 
tempt to  vindic:.t'“  my  country  . against  Ills  attacks 
upon  It;  ai.d  I thought  that  peculiar  circumstances 
imposed  this  as  a duty  upon  me. 

VoL.  Xlll. 4. 


politely  ;ifier  my  health,  cseemg  nut  ms  siiip  \,-a.s 
ctciired  for  action  and  his  men  prepared  for  board- 
ing, I observe  1,  “sir,"^  &c. 

The  mistake  did  not,  I am  sure,  originate 
with  you ---and  the  reason  wliy  1 make  tliis  re- 
quest of  you  is,  that  as  tlie  error  is,  by  mean?s 
of  your  paper,  likely  to  reach  posterity,  I wisii 
the  correction  to  go  witli  it. 

With  gi-eat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
I).  FOxiTtfiR.' 

//.  mies. 


Ileim“Tade  Politics. 

In  some  of  the  ^7'e:tt  principles  whicb  oug’nf 
to  distinguish  us  as  a imHon  ot  repiiblicaim.  w ^, 
appear  toliave  retrograded  within  a very  few 


*i'lic  sciuenc»-as  origmaity  published  rcad.s 
— “On  commodore  Iliilvar’s  arrival  at  ^''alpara’so. 
he  ran  the  Pliccbe  close  along  side  of  tlie  E-;se\,  ami 
enquired,  poU'cly,  after  my  lieiuli,  observing  ti);,L 
his  ship  cleared  for  action,  and  liis  menoren  .r- 
ed  for  boarding.  I observed,  .sir,  if  by  any  acrid  lu, 
vou  get  on  board  of  me,  1 a.ssurc  you  that  great  con- 
fiuion  will  take  ])1  ce;  I am  prepared  to  receive 
but  shall  only  act  on  the  defemsive.”— [Com.  liiiijaT 
disavowed  any  s-acli  intention,  8;c.} 
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years — thou-gli  in  many,  and,  perhaps,  in  the 
inost  material  points,  Ave  have  much  improved 
Avi thill  the  last  two  or  three:  but  I would  that 
Afe  were  every  way  consistent  and  pei  fect  in  a 
Autioiial  character.  It  seems  that  no  absurdi- 
ty can  be  get  up  in  England,  without  having  its 
-disciples  liere — from  the  doctrine  about  the 
^ legitimacy  of  kings,’’  to  tlie  almost  as  con- 
temptible ailair'of  *‘Miss  Carraboo'd^ — We  sel- 
dom iieard  any  cant  about  the  former  until  ve- 


and  kicked  two  others  out  of  house  and  home, 
and  is  noAv  governed  by  a tiimily  Avhose  claims 
to  the  throne  aie  built  upon  the  “usurpation” 
vi  et  armis,  of  the  assassin  of  the  clan  of 
Glencoe,  William  111 — set  herself  up  a cham- 
pion for  a “divine  right”  in  them;  and  she  Avas 
not  wanting  thousands  in  rejmblican  Jinerica 
to  feel  a deen  interest  in  this,  her  cause.  Where 
are  the  “Spanish  patiiots” — “the  immortal 
men,  that  earned  for  themselves  the  applause 

but  Avicked  and 


rulers  was  solemnly  j any  credit  in  it,  of  having  been  the  first  man 
declaration  of  Indepen- jin  the  United  States  (I  know  of)  that  fair- 


ry  lately,  When  we  learnt  it  from  lord  Castle- \oi'  the  Avorld?”  The  weak, 
t and  the  rest,  who  liave  labored  so  much  j perjured  thing  they  fought  fo  , violating  not 
t) '^restore  the  liberties  of  EuropeP' — 1 have) only  his  oaths,  but  bursting  every  bond  that 
a ked  several  old  men  concerning  it,  and  they  j fastens  society  together,  has  secretly  murder- 
all  agree,  that  no  man,  during  the  revolution,  ed  them,o:  given  them  up  his  accursed  inqui- 
erer  dared  to  breathe  any  thing  about  it,  with-  si^iow,  to  be  racked  fo  pieces,  fo:  haAung  serv- 
ant cisuspicion,  almost  amounting  to  proof,  that  | ed  his  cause. 

he  was  an  incorrigible  tory.^’  The  right  of]  Governeur  Jl/orr  is  has  the  credit,  if  there  is 
a people  te  change  their 
recognized  by  the 

dence,  and  supported  by  Washingtons  in  the  ly,  openly,  and /w%  acknoAvledged  the“divine 
fi;ld,  and  Franklins  in  the  cabinet,  as  a “self  right”  of  kings.  Every  body  has  seen  his  mad 
evident  truth,”  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and)  oration  about  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons^ 
fortunes.  Nay,  in  the  early  political  discus- j delivered  before  a numerous  assembl^e  of  the 
sions  of  my  own  shortlife,  1 do  not  recollectj  people  of  New  * ork.  Every  principle  held 
ever  to  have  heard  it  mentioned,  as  being  seri- 1 forth  in  that  oration  is  libellous  of  the  United 
ously  believed  in  by  an  American,  that  there' iS^toies,  and  of  all  that  participated  in  ou  re- 
Avas  such  a thing  as  a “divine  right”  in  kings | volution — in  some  degree,  libellous  even  on 
■ — now  so  openly  advocated  as  to  have  become;  its  author  himself.  ith  a consistency  in 
a common  talk  of  the  day.  The  doctrine  j right,  he  might  have  rejoiced  at  the  fall  of 
Avas  rejected  by  Washington,  during  his  presi- j po/eon,  and  the  raising  up  of  Louis;  the  choice 
dency,  bv  his  prompt  reception  of  a minister  betwixt  the  tAvo  Avas  a matter  of  opinion:  but 


from  the  ti' rench  republic,  I’he  first  president 
of  the  United  States  was  not  a man  that  acted 
hastily,  nor  was  he  led  away  by  enthusiasm. — 
Few  persons  ever  weighed  cause  and  effect  with 
more  coolness  than  Im  did — and  he  plainly 


to  prefer  the  latter  on  account  of  a supposed 
superior  claim  to  the  throne  by  reason  of  his 
birth,  was  monstrous,  and  ought  not  to  have 
been  listened  to  by  an  Jlmerican  audience. — 
But  hoAv  have  such  notions  spread  since  that 


saw,  that  to  maintain  a “divine  ri^ht”  in  XoMis' day,  because  they  have  the  more  and  more 
to  the  throne  of  Fi  ance  would  be  to  illegiti- 1 prevailed  in  Europe?-^ Are.  we  forever  to  im 


matize  himself,  and  make  out  his  countryman 
a nation  of  rebels,  of  which  he  was  the  chief. 
A consciousness  of  his  OAvn  rectitude,  and  a 
'Reverence  for  the  holy  cause  of  revolution,  for- 
bade any  leaning  to  it,  and, as  on  all  other  occa- 
sions, he  rejected  it.  I Avell  recollect  when  the 
•French  minister  ,ddet  presented  to  him  the  tri- 
oolored  fiag,  three  years  after  the  death  of  the 
king.  He  received  the  emblem  of  liberty 
warmlif,  and  replied  to  the  address  of  the  mi- 
nister in  terms  that  ought  to  shame  all  that  have 
^ince  prated  of  “legitimacy.” — An  extract 
from  that  reply  is  annexed,  tor  the  use  of  those 
tliat  cannot  imm.ediately  refer  to  it:  it  possess- 
es a degree  of  animation  seldom  to  be  found — 
hardly  any  where  else,  perhaps,  to  be  found,  in 
his  speeches,addresses  or  correspendence.  7’he 
nonsensical  stuff" was  mainly  imported  when 
fUngland,  hard  pressed  by  »A*apoleon.  first 
itiised  the  halloo  to  alarm  the  princes  of  the 
continent,  and  made  tools  of  the  Spaniards  to 
^ght  her  battles  against  him.  All  them  became 
*h>atriots”  who  took  part  against  the  emperor 
of  France,  and  legitimacu  was  their  rallying 
Ai:TJr^.  f who  had  murdered  one  ^ng 


port  ideas  of  “religion  and  laAv”  from  England, 
as  we  do  pins  and  needles;  and  follow  the  lead 
of  her  corrupt  and  corrupting  government,  in 
all  its  twistings  and  turnings?  Really,  it  seems 
high  time  that  we  should  set  up  for  ourselvpj 
or,  at  least  i*eject  such  foreign  zcares  as  are  in- 
compatible Avith  the  system  of  things  we  pro- 
fess to  admi;  e.  I say  pbofess — for  no  man  can 
any  more  recognize  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  claims 
of  legitimacy,  than  sesve  God  and  the  devil.< 
it  is  not  our  busineso  to  dictate  a form  of  go- 
vernment for  European  nations — “let  them 
manage  their  own  affairs  in  their  own  Avay;” 
but  it  is  a solemn  duty  or.  us  to  oppose  the  in- 
troduction of  any  set  of  opinions  that  are  h os- 
tile to  the  stability  of  our  own,  under  Avhich 
we  ha\'C  prospered  beyond  example.  No  man 
becomes  instantly  vile;  but,  familiarized  with 
crime  by  conversation,  he,  daily,  becomes  more 
and  more  Avilling  to  act  in  it.'  Even  death  it- 
self loses  its  terrors  by  frequently  witnessing 
it;  and  a soldier  may  become  mechanically 
brave  just  as  a person  learns  the  trade  of  a car- 
penter or  shoemaker.  Hence  the  danger  of 
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those  opinions,  and  the  frecjuent  necessity  of 
^ixposing  their  madness  and  folly.  Good  may 
result  from  the  prevailing  evil — for  the  time 
must  come  when  if  a person  shall  speak  of  a 
natu*  ai  right  in  one  man  to  govern  millions  of 
•Otliers  without  their  consent,  all  the  rest  pre- 
sent will  affirm  it  to  be  as-  correct  as  that — 
moon  is  made  of  green  cheese,^'  Treating 
It  as  a thing  to  be  laughed  at — or  listening  to 
it  only  as ‘‘the  tale  of  an  ideot  twice  told.” 
Extract  from  president  Washington’s  reply  to  the 
minister  of  the  French  republic,  Adet — on  fiis  re 
cdving  the  national  Jtay^  presented  by  order  of  the 
French  republic. 

‘'To  cull  your  nation  brave,  were  to  pronounce 
‘‘but  common  pr  ise.  W’’onderful  people!  ages  yet 
“to  come  will  read  with  astonishment  the  history 
“of  your  brilliant  exploits! 

“I  rejoice  that  lihehty,  of  which  you  have  been 
•‘the  iNViNcir.LE  nKFENDERS,  noit}  finds  an  asylum  in 
^‘the  bosom  of  a regularly  organized  government. — On 
“these  GLOlilOUS  EVKNTS,  accept,  sir,  mv  sin- 

^‘CEllE  CONGttATOtATfONS. 

“In  delivering  to  you  these  sENTrnENTs,  T ex- 
*‘press  not  my  own  feelings  only,  but  those  of  my  fel- 
^doxo  cit! zens,  in  relation  ^othe  COM.MENCE.MENT, 
“THE  I’llOGRESS  AM)  THE  ISSUE  OF  THE  FRENCH 
HIEVOLUTION.” 

ICJ^Gbserve — there  is  nothing  in  this  about 
“reg'ictWes” — the  hobby-word  of  a certain  class 
of  politicians  of  the  day. 


Naval  Anecdotes. 

GENUINE  AND  ORIGINAL. 

[I  have  inserted  many  national  anecdotes — not  to 
Vaise  a laugh,  but  to  assist  in  exciting  a just  pride 
in  my  countrymen,  which  we  have  not  had  enough 
of:  and,  probably,  there  is  no  way  better  calculated 
to  effect  this  purpose  than  by  an  union  of  wit  with 
sentiment.'] 

How  to  catch  the  Constitution*  One  of  the 
editor’s  acquaintances,  then  master  of  a fine 
American  ship,  the  first  that  arrived  in  a cer- 
tain port  in  England  after  the  late  peace,  was 
invited  on  the  ensuing  day  to  dine  with  his 
merchant,  who  had  a little  party  of  friends  at 
his  house.  When  the  cloth  was  removed,  the 
entertainer  said  to  the  American,  “Well,  your 
Constitution  has  been  playing  her  old  game 
since  the  peace;  she  has  had  a battle  with  two 
of  our  best  sloops  of  war.”  “And  they  took 
her  1 suppose,”  returned  he,  archly.  “No, 

by she  took  both  of  them.”  “Why,  then,” 

said  he,  “don’t  you  catch  her?”  “We  had  like 
to  have  caught  her,”  replied  the  former— 
“she  was  chased  by  the  Newcastle  of  50  guns 
and  some  three  or  four  frigates,  all  together, 
but  she  out  sailed  the  whole.”  “1  will  tell 
you,”  said  the  American,  “if  you  will  pro- 
mise never  to  give  the  name  of  your  informer 
(for  really  I would  not  willingly  be  tliought  a 
traitor)  how  you  may  catch  the  Constitution, 
though  she  sails  so  well.”  He  said  this  with  a 
very  grave  face,  and  the  curiosity  of  John  Bull 
was  on  tiptoe;  the  promise  was  made,  and  the 
plan  earnestly  requested.  “Indeed,”  then 
pontinued  he,  “it  js  very  simple — send  out,  and 


ALONE,  the  best  50  gun  ship  that  you  have, 
manned  by  admirals,  if  you  please,  and  ifsiie 
has  the  luck  to  fall  in  with  the  Constitution,  i’ll 
be if  she  don’t  catch  her.”  At  first  the  com- 

pany looked  rather  displeased;  but  they  had 
magnanimity  enough  soon  to  join  in  a beany 
laugh,  at  what  they  agreed  was  a true  joke. 

ANtJTHER. 

How  to  get  ’ew  out.  It  was  the  fortune  of- 
the  gentleman  i-eferred  to  in  the  above,  to  rer 
capture  an  merican  vessel,  on  board  of  which 
a lieutenant  of  the  Ramilies,  7-i,  (one  of  the 
blockading  squadron  oil’  New  liOiidon,)  was 
pri'ze  master;  he  was  a “riglit  clever  fellow',” 
and,  of  course,  was  treated  in  the  best  possi- 
ble manner,  according  to  American  custom — • 
always  pleased  to  find  a private  geuileman  in 
a public  enemy.  The  conversation  oftentimes 
turned  on  the  blockade;  and  the  lieutenant 
seemed  almost  reconciled  to  his  captivity — 
because  he  was  so  tired  of  a stationary  condi- 
tion. He  fi-equently  said,  "'we  cuift  get  em 
alluding  to  the  frigates  United  tates 
and  Macedonian,  and  the  sloop  Hornet,  lying 
at  New  London.  “ »ou  may  easily  get  them 
out,  if  you  please,”  said  the  American  cap** 
tain.  “How?”  “Let  the  heavy  ships  retire, 
and  lay  oft’ the  port  only  twenty  four  hours 
with  two  frigates  and  a sloop  ot  war,  and  if 
the  wind  will  permit,  you  wnll  surely  get  ’em, 
out.”  “No,  no,” — said  the  lieutenant,  “that 
won’t  do — would  you  have  us  to  fight  two  of 
the and  best  frigates  in  the  world,  with 
two  of  ours?”  “I  have  always  undet  stood,” 
returned  the  American,“that  things  grev/  very 
fast  in  America;  hut  I hardly  thought  that 
your  late  frigate,  the  Macedonian,  had  grown 
into  «74  in  disguise,  in  so  short  a time!” 

Ecclesiastical  Anecdotes, 

The  follov.'iiig  anecdotes  are  commiiiiKiaicd  by  a 
gentleman  as  things  that  came  under  Ijjs  own 
personal  knowledge,  or  immediate  observation — 
be  wishes  them  pubiished  tiiat  the  people  of  his 
present  country  may  have  a clearer  view  of  the 
blessings  of  mnnarcli}',  as  manifested  throi^gh  an 
esiahlished  clmreli. 

I'he  parish  of  Wickham  is  about  three  miles 
west  frt)in  Newcastle,  England,  situate  on  the 
Tyne.  I’lie  burial  ground  of  this  ])ansli  was 
so  small  and  had  been  so  many  years  in  uscj 
that  a deceased  person  could  not  fiitd  a grave 
in  it  without  disturbing  the  bones  of  another 
long  since  death  In  consequence,  and  witli 
much  exertion  to  provide  the  means  for  it,  an 
adjoining  piece  of  ground  was  purchased,  anti 
the  old  and  new  lots  enclosed  by  a commoa 
wall.  But  the  new  ground  could  not  he  broken 
— no  good  Christian,  in  priestly  phrase,  coultf 
hope  to  rest  quietly  in  it  after  deatii,  unless  it 
were  “consecrated” — i.  e.  made  holy  by  cer- 
tain ceremonies;  to  administer  which  was  tlie* 
right  and  province  of  the  bishop,  by  himself,  ai' 
h’i9  jcm’peyut^.  Ik  W53  hi  Uie  diocsse  of 
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bishop  of  Durham,  (whose  revenue  and  perqui- 
sites are  equal  to  the  amount  received  by  the 
i)resident  of  the  United  States  and  the  four 
secretaries,  of  state,  treasur^^,  war  and  navy, 
iinited)  distant  about  fourteen  miles  from  the 
r(jsidencc  of  the  prelate,  to  wliom  application 
w^as  made  for  his  blessing,  so  that  the  dead 
might  be  easy  in  the  new  place  assigned  for 
such.  He  offered  to  perform  the  task  of  making 
1 he  gmmc?  “holy,”  or  to  consecrate  it,  for  the 
}iwclerate  sum  ot'  jifieen  hundred  pounds^  paid 
into  his  fist,  before  he  moved  apeg.  The  parish, 
exhausted  by  its  late  expenditures,  could  not 
pay  him  the  moneyj  and,  fearing  the  vengeance 
of  the  “rig’/if  reverend  father  in  God^^^  as  bi- 
shops of  established  churches  are  comically 
called,  they  yet  go  on  in  the  old  way;  digging 
up  the  bones  of  great  grand-fathers  to  make 
room  fo'-  their  descendants.  The  people  of 
Wickham  are  to  be  pitied — if  they  could  act 
freely,  and  were  fools  enough  to  act  thus,  they 
ought  only  to  be  laughed  at.  For  the  thing  is 
as  ridiculous  in  itself  as  that  of  the  old  woman 
who  objected  to  the  interment  of  apei  son,  who 
had  died  of  the  small  pox,  near  her  husband, 
— because  the  latte* , dead  some  twenty  years 
before,  had  never  had  the  disease! 

This  same  good  bishop,  in  the  winter  of 
1796-r  when  bread-stuffs  weve  so  dear,  gave 
the  people  a great  deal  of  advice,  but  neither 
^■•meal  nor  malt.  ’ He  was  particularly  instruc- 
tive as  to  the  art  and  mystery  of  making  pota- 
toe  bread,  entering  into  all  its  detail  like  an 
experienced  cook — further  saying  that  he  him- 
self (gracious  condescension!)  had  tasted  such 
bread,  and  it  would  do  very  well:  he  also  wrote 
and  published  several  essays  on  the  subject. 
But  one  day,  a poor  wretched  creature  hap- 
pening to  say,  that  the  people  were  not  so  de- 
ficient in  the  art  of  cooking  as  they  were  in  the 
ineans  of  getting  the  potatoes  to  cook— the' 
^b'ight  reverend  father”  was  grievously  offend- 
ed, and  thereafter  was  as  niggard  of  his  admee 
as  he  had  been  of  his  motley,  to  assist  the  labor- 
ing poor. 

There  is  something  in  these  anecdotes,  (if  the 
fact  stated  are  true,  and  I seriously  believe 
that  they  are  so)  so  superlatively  imjmdent  as 
to  amuse  and  astonish  us.  But  the  soul  sickens 
at  the  humiliation  of  .character  that  makes  it 
possible  for  rational  men  to  submit  to  such  im- 
positions. What  ,an  idea  is  it,  to  imagine  a 
inan  with  a face  like  the  full-moon,  and  a belly 
like  a hogshead,  descanting  on  the  art  of  cook- 
ing potatoe-bread! 

Godfrey's  Quadrant. 

ruasi  -TilE  CATSKILE  RECOIIUEK. 

Most  of  our  readers  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  confliclin.5  claims  of  England  and  our  country, 
to  the  invention  of  the  Reftectir^g  Qiutdrant;  and  it 
geueraily  set  down  as  a fact,  that  a countryman  of 
tiie  former  luas  robbed  us  of  die  credit  of  the  inven- 
tion by  a surreptitious  but  heretofore  acknowledged^ 


Mr.  'fliomas  Go;Ifrey  was  a citizen  of  Phila  lelphla’.- 
a skilful  tho’  self-taught  matlieinatician,  and  '.  ne 
the  early  companions  of  J'ranklin;  to  him  Amer.c  ns 
believe  the  world  to  be  indebted  for  the  inv'^'nti  m 
of  the  Quadrant.  John  Hadley^  esq.  was  vice  presi* 
dent  of  the  royal  society  of  London,  and  in  1731, 
communicated  to  that  society  lha  r'esuU  of  his 
alledged  i c/ention. 

^ Our  readers  will  Yecollect  that  we  some  time 
since  published  an  extract  “from  remarks  on  a 
Review  of  Inchiqnin’s  letters,”  accompanied  by 
some  prefiitory  observations  by  a correspondent. 
This  extract,  which  was  an  account  of  the  manner 
in  whicli  Hadley  is  said  to  have  fraud ently  obtained 
the  invention  from  Godfrey,  went  to  establish  the 
claim  of  the  latter.  The  extract  above  alluded  to, 
has  found  its  way  into  JWIes*  Jiejristn\  and  is  re- 
published with  some  nsrnarks  by  the  editor,  higldy 
censuring  the  conduct  of  Hadley,  and  recommend- 
ing, that  in  all  legal  piT-ceedings  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  transactions  on  board  pub- 
lic vessels,  the  sai<l  Quadrant  siiall  be  c.abed  Gad- 
freif*s  Quadraiit,  and  tliat  this  procedure  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  and  by  the 
secretary  or  commissioners  of  tlie  navy. 

The  Remarks**  ixhovt  mentioned,  were  in  refyly 
to  one  of  the  most  infamous  and  scurrilous  attacks 
upon  our  count'y,  that  was  ever  uttered;  andaltho* 
they  were  penned  by  a gentleman,  now  deceased, 
who  was  long  in  the  first  rank  of  the  literati  of  our 
country,  and  whose  means  of  procuring  the  neces- 
sary data.wereas  extensive  as  Ids  literary  acquire- 
ments; they  may  yet  be  exaggerated,  or  something 
“set  down”  in  the  spirit  of  replication.  They  are 
moreover  unaccompanied  by  any  documentary  test 
whatever. 

Some  few  facts  relative  to  the  claims  of  Godfrey 
and  Hadley  may  not  be  uninteresting.  Godfrey’s 
first  account  of  Ids  invention  was  sent  to  the  royal 
society  in  1734,  altho’  it  is  said  to  have  been  written 
in  1732-  Mr.  James  Logan  says  that  Godf  ey  con-- 
stimcted  his  instrument  in  the  (X^jwvinter  of  1730, 
that  it  was  taken  to  sea  and  brought  b.ack.,:^  In 
1731.  The  claim  of  Hadley  is  founded  on  a paper  in' 
the  pViilosophical  tr.ms.  dated  May.  473 1,  describ- 
ing “a  new  reflecting  instrurnent  for  taking  Angles 
at  sea — by  Jolm  Hadley,  esq.”  accompanied  by  an  in- 
strument made  of  wood,  and  a demonstration  of  the 
optical  and  geometrical  principles  of  the  mechanism.- 
These  data  bring  the  times  of  the  alledged  invention 
so  near  together,  that  it  is  difficult  to  assign  it  to 
one  of  the  clairaants  in  preference-  to  the  other, — 
unless  wm  admit  the  fraud  of  Had  .ley, — which  is 
presumable,  but  certainly  not  positive.  Dr.  Ritfen- 
house  declared  that  “he  had  no  doubt  that  both 
were  original  inventors;  that  botb  instntments  d-.- 
pended  on  the  same  principles;  and  that  Hadley’s 
was  more  convenient  in  practice.”  It  is  not  known 
that  Godfi’ey  entertained  any  suspicions  of  plagairism 
on  the  part  .of  Hadley,  or,  at  least,; never  accused 
him  of  that  crime. 

We  have  noticed  these  facts,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  weakening-  otir  claim,  but  to  promote  enqui-y. 
It  must  be  obvious,  that  l!>e  assertions  of  the  fact 
on  the  bare  authority  of  oral  without 

documentary  evidence  to  support  it'  i.s  vanity;  and 
to  legally  alter  tlie  name  of  the  instrumi  in  without 
conciusive.  pi-  )oF  of  the  justice  of  such  a course, 
vvould  be -an  unwarrantable  absurdity.  We  agree, 
witli  the.  editor  of  the  Weekly  R%is  er,  tl-.at  in 
regard  to  pur  Xational  Character,  we  should  exact 
from  others  every  trifle  that  shall  jui-  ly  favor  it. 
But  let  us  do  justice;  let  us  give  creel d to  other.-;, 
if  they  deserve  it.  The  scantiness  of  informatio'. 
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dn  the  subject  before  us  is  to^e  regreted.  Sliould 
Jirr.  A'iles,  or  any  otliei  person  who  has  the  n>eans 
witljin  ];is  reach,  collect  such  attestations  of  tJ»e 
several  facts  as  sliall  establish  the  priority  of  God- 
frey’s claim, — and  'hat  this  would  be  the  result  ol 
a ininuie  examination  cannot  well  be  cloabted, — he 
would  have  no  small  claim  on  the  gratitude  of  his 
country. 

A FEW  REMARKS. 

The  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register  copi- 
ed tlie  extract  alluded  to  from  a newspaper, 
'tvithout  any  tlnng  to  direct  him  to  the  authority 
from  wlience  its  facts  were  derived — because 
those  facts  were  stated  as  he  had  always  before 
seen  tliem  stated  in  print,  and  a thousand  times, 
perhaps,  lieard  them  repeated  by  individuals  of 
Philadelphia;  some  of  whom,  and  of  tliC  first 
respectability,  had  personally  known  our  inge- 
nious coLUitryman.  Godfrey. 

To  assist  in  ascertaining  the  truth,  we  have 
inserted  the  preceding  from  the  Cniskill  lie- 
carder.  The  facts  stated  are  interesting,  ami 
deserve  further  investigation.  But,  if  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  both  Godfrey  and  liadley  were 
^original  inventors”  ( and  we  are  morally  cer- 
tain that  the  former  was ) the  force  or  propriety 
of  our  remai-Ks  on  tlie  subject  remains  uncliang- 
ed.  The  quadrant,  even  on  this  ground,  is  as 
MUCH  Godfreifs  as  Hadley’* s;  and  we,  at  least, 
from  self-respect,  should  call  it  after  him. 

Many  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia,  verj^  pro- 
bably, have  means  within  their  reach  to  estab- 
lish the  claim  of  tiodfrey  to  the  invention — 
and  such,  if  zealous  to  build  up  a nafional  cha- 
racter, will  not  neglect  the  pi  esent  opportunity 
to  assist  ill  the  glorious  work.  1 will  tnank  them 
for  any  information  on  the  subject. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  the  editor 
has  been  favored  with  a letter  (on  business) 
from  the  editor  the  Catskill  Recorder,  in  which 
he  takes  the  opportunity  to  obseiwe — 

•‘In  the  last  “Recorder”  you  will  discover  some 
notice  of  the  original  invention  of  the  Qiiadvant. — 
I mention  this  solely  for  the  purpose  of  adding, — 
what  is  not  generally  known, — that  the  “Remarks 
on  a Review  of  Inchiqnin’s  letters,”  from  which  the 
extract  in  regard  to  ^^Godfreii's  Quadrant,”  lately 
published  in  your  Register,  was  copied,  were  from 
the  pen  of  the  late  President  D-wight.  His  evidence 
is  no  small  authority  in  favor  of  Godfrey:  But.  the 
subject  needs  investigation,  and  not  anyone  is  bet- 
ter qualified  to  make  such  investigation  than  your- 
self.” 

JCT'The  subject  is  worthy  of  investigation: 
but,  while  the  editor  thanks  Mr.  Croswell  for 
his  compliment,  he  disavows  any  pretension  to 
a peculiar  qualification  for  it. 

The  “American  Philosophical  Society,”  at 
Philadelphia,  ought  to  take  it  up — they  have, 
no  doubt,  within  themselves,  every  fact  needful 
for  the  investigation  that  is  now  to  be  obtained; 
and  we  do  hope  that  that  respectable  associa- 
tion will  examine  into  the  aftair,  and  favor  the 
public  with  the  result  of  their  enquiries:  wliich, 
we  are  entirely  confident,  will  go  to  establish 
an  indisputable  right  in  Godfrey  to  the  inyeu- 
"tipn  of  tjie  Quadrant. 


My  own  aflairs. 

I always  regret  an  apparent  necessity  that  com' 
pels  me  to  occupy  any  part  of  the  Wekkly  Rkci-. 
TEU  with  my  own  alfiiirs.  It  seems  as  if,  bv  right, 
they  ought  not  to  have  a record  in  it;  and  yet  tlier ; 
are  occasions  when  silence  might  be  an  act  of  i;;- 
justice  to  myself,  or  to  others. 

In  some  book  not  recollected,  I remember  to  hav,? 
read  a poem  entitled  the  “Converse  of  Devils,”-— 
in  which  eacli  demon  wai  made  to  claim  pre-eml 
ner.ee  for  the  peculiar  vice  or  crime  that  lie  p -e- 
sided  over,  with  much  spirit  and  at  co:-..si.!fu  abli’ 
length.  The  superiority  of  treason,  murkier,  rape  — 
revenge,  malice,  envy,  Sic.  for  distinction,  and  liie 
favor  of  the  “Old  Gentleman,”  who  presided  over 
the  debate,  were  severally  urged — but  before  any 
conclusion  was  had,  the  president  of  the  cltih  ex- 
tolled the  sin  of  ixonATiTcnF.  with  so  much  force 
and  fervency  as  to  win  all  devilish  hearts,  and  raise 
a sliout  of  applause  that  was  heard  in  the  uttermost 
regions  of  daikness.  Whatever  allow  utcc  may  bo 
made  for  the  sycopfumey  of  demoiis  to  their  cliief, 
as  is  customary  on  earthy  I believe  that  the  sin  so 
applauded  w s entitled  to  all  the  crc(it7  it  received. 
With  this  impression  of  its  heniousness,  it  may  well 
be  supposed  that  I would  not  willingly  be  guilty  of 
it,  or  make  myself  liable  to  a suspicion  of  being  so. 
A letter  just  received  gives  me  an  opportunity,  and, 
m fact,  imposes  a necessit}’,  of  an  explanation,  dne 
to  my  own  feelings  and  interest,  as  well  as  In  like 
feelings  of  some  most  worthy  gentlemen.  re- 

solution published  on  the  9th  of  August  last,  to 
suspend  tlie  agencies  for  the  Wkeklv  Reoistei!, 
was  adopted  after  much  refection  on  the  subject. 
1 was  apprehensive  that  some  might  feel  hurt  at  the 
procedure;  and  I guarded  agr:inst  it  by  the  strong- 
est language  that  I could  use — a general  measure 
was  to  be  effected,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  it 
could  be  effected  only  by  general  means,  A hundred 
agents,  perhaps,  had  so  neglected  my  business  as  to 
render  me  wholly  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  my 
affairs  at  their  several  offices,  to  a very  extensive 
injury  of  them,  though  often  entreated,  and,  with 
statement  after  statement,most  seriously  requested, 
to  let  me  know  who  were  indebted  to  me  and  who 
were  not;  that  measures  might  be  taken  to  close 
the  accounts.  In  several  of  the  agencies  the  amount 
of  the  bills  apparently  due  exceeded  j^oGO,  and, 
In  many,  they  amounted  to  from  100  to  B^OO,  at 
places  wliere  there  remained  only  from  5 to  10  pre- 
sent subscribers!  Some  of  tliese  had  been  over,  and 
over,  and  over  again  invited  to  forward  a st:itemont 
of  their  proceedings  and  resign,-  without  obtaining 
any  satisfaction.  What  was  to  be  done?  1 had  no 
proof  that  those  had  defrauded,  or  intended  to  de- 
fraud me — 1 charitably  hoped  they,  were  only  negli- 
gent: and,  if  I had  thought  lliat  they  were  of  the  for* 
mer  character,  how  should  I have  justified  myself  in 
proclaiming  them  dishonest  to  the  people  of  their 
respective  neigliborhood,  by  pakticulautzixo  the 
agencies  that  1 had  violently  stopped.?  If  ivas  im- 
possible to  do  this.  The  only  alternative  was  pre- 
fered;  whicli  1 endeavored  to  qualify  s,o  as  to  av-oid 
just  cause  of  offence  to  any.  Most  ofthos.e  1 have 
heard  from,  since  the  new  arrangement,  appear  lo 
have  seen  it  as  I desired  to  have  it  viewed;  but  a 
few,  and  among  them  three  or  four  of  the  very 
best /aenc/s that  I have,  have  regarded  it  difierent- 
1)L  The  letter,  from  which  some  extracis  arc  ii.- 
serted  below,  is  from  one  of  these;  and  the  remarks 
ivhich  apply  to  it  are  alike  applicable  to  the  ca.'se  and 
feelings  of  others.  I never  have  seen,  nor  do  I eve  r ex  j 
pect  to  see,  the  writer  of  it — he  resides  in  Georgia; 
but  1 seriously  declare,  that  1 would  sacrifice  tliis 
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estab:ishnient  and  all  that  I possess,  or  hope  to 
enjoy,  rather  than  wantonly  wound  t]ie  feeling's  of 
such  a man  as  he  has  proved  himself  to  be.  I iiave 

thrice  wrillen  his  name,  and  as  ofren  struck  it  out - 

I wish  publicly  to  express  my  grateful  sense  of  his 
kindness,  but  fear  that  he  would  not  like  to  see  Ids 
jiarne  used  without  his  previous  approbation;  and 
heudes,  it  would  localize  a explanation  which  I 
wish  to  be  considered  general  by  all  that  have  dealt 
candidly  with  me.  And  the  subscribers,  in  the 
respective  neighborhoods  of  all  sucii,  will  soon 
ascertain  what  my  opi.iion  is,  (if  my  opinion  is 
worth  any  tldng)  by  the  presentation  of  t!ie  bills 
through  the  former  agents,  in  all  cases  v/herever 
those  agents  liuve  favored  me  even  witii  a statevient 
(and  much  more  so,  with  a settlement)  of  the 
respective  accounts  sent  to  their  charge,  if  they 
Willing  still  to  act  forme.  A variety  of  causes 
<‘too  tedious  to  mention;”  and,  probably,  not  worth 
it,  have  yet  prr  vented  the  forwarding  of  th-e  bills 
to  all  these,  and  so  fur  defeated  my  arrangements; 
bu:  we  are  rapidly  preparing  the  whole  for  a ge- 
neral settlement,  and,  in  a few  days,  they  will  have 
been  forwarded  to  every  place  to  which  it  was,  or 
IS,  designed  to  forward  them.  I'he  complexity  of 
some  of  the  agents’  accounts  has  been  a chief  cause 
cf  this  m'lcb-to-be  regretted  delay,  in  passing 
through  our  hooks  regularly. 

Extracts  from  the  letter. 

“I  inclosed  you  ou  tiie  2/"th  Aug.  last,  twenty 
dollars  [from  gentlemen  nmned]  for  the  Wecklv 
Ilegisier  up  to  Sept.  1818,  before  I received  your 
number  in  which,  by  a single  dash  of  the  pen,  you 
have  tumbled  headlong  to  oblivion  all  your  agents, 
both  righteous  and  unrightepus,  if  I may  use  the 
ex'pression.  Ag-reeubly  totliis  arrangement,  I might 
take  a final  adieu  to  you,  but  hoping  it  is  not  possi- 
ble  that  the  editor  of  a paper  who  has  gained  so 
great  a patronage  siiould  mean  to  hurl  the  feelings 
of  ins  faithful  agents,  lam  emboldened  to  address 
you  again  and  enclose  [2G§  more,  in  advance.  Jlnd 
[hen  states  ih::t  he  had  endeavored  to  obtain  viotiey 
that  he  thought  ivoidd  best  suit  we.] 

“Wisliiug  that  ample  justice  may  be  done  to 
you  by  your  former  agents,  and  old  subscribers,—- 
and  that  you  may  receive  every  cent  that  you  have 
SO  fairly  earned— that  your  further  arrangements 
»fiay  meet  your  most  sanguine  expectations — that 
you  may  outlive  all  ill  luck  and  misfortune — and, 
after  a long  life  of  usefulness,  meet  your  dissolu- 
tion with  tranquility,  is  the  sincere  wisli  of” 


From  the  Mediterranean. 

gentleman  lately  attacliv.5  to  our  squadron 
in  the  V'le'literranean,  has  favored  the  editor 
o;  the  vVeekly  Register  with  copies  of 
sundry  public  papers^ — treaties,  &c,  among 
whicl.  we  o't'j(  observe  the  following  which 
seem  to  req nire  an  insertion  by  us  The 
first — tlv,  tveatd  betwean  Great  Britain  and 
Tunis,  fro’ii  the  present  conduct  of  the  latter, 
has  considerable  in  ■ erest;-— the  second,  a roy- 
al Neapolitan  e ecree  "or  rewarding  those  con- 
cerned ia  capturitig  Jl/  mt,  shews  the  import- 
ance attached  to  he  f iiiure  of  his  mad  at- 
tempt to  regain  the  kingdom.] 

i treaty  BETWEEN  GREAT  BllITI  W AND  TONIS. 

^Peclayalion  of  his  highness,  Ma-iimoiida  Bashaw, 
bey  pf  f unis,  the  well  guarded  city  and  ^bode 


of  happiness,  made  and  concluded  with  the  honora- 
ble  Edward,  baron  Exmouih,  kight,  grand  cross  of- 
the  honorable  military  order  of  the  Bath,  admiral  of 
the  blue  squadron  of  the  fleet  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
lesly,  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  tlie  vessels  in 

the  Mediterranean  belonging  to  the  said  Majesty; 

In  consideration  of  the  higli  interest  expressed  by 
H,  U.  H.  the  prince  regent  of  England,  far  the  aboli- 
tion  of  chrislain  slavery,  his  highness  tlie  bey  of 
Tunis,  in  testimony  of  his  serene  desire  to  maintain 
inviolably  his  friendly  intercourse  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  in  return  also  of  his  friendly  disposition 
and  higli  respect  for  the  European  powers,  with  all 
of  which  he  wishes  to  be  at  peace, — declares,  that  in 
case  of  a future  war  witli  any  European  power, 
(vvliich  God  forbid)  none  of  the  prisoners  made  by 
either  party  will  be  kept  in  slavery,  but  on  the  con' 
trary  treated  with  all  humanity  as  prisoners  of  war 
until  the  moment  of  exchange,  as  the  custom  is  in 
Europe  in  such  cases,  and  that  hostilities  having 
ceased  they  will  be  returned  to  their  respective 
country,  without  ransom. 

Made  in  duplicate  in  the  palace  Bardo,  in  th^ 
neighborhood  of  Tunis,  in  the  presence  oflhe  Omni, 
potent  God,  the  17th  of  April,  in  the  year  of  Jesus 
Christ  1816,  and  the  19ih  dav  of  the  moon  Jumed 
Ovell,  of  the  year  of  Hegira  1231. 

(Seal  of  the  Dey.)  (seal)  EX-MOUTH, 

Adin’l  and  com’dr  in  chief;  &e. 
As  per  copy; — Exmouth. 

(Signed)  RICH’D  OGLANDER, 

Agent  and  consul  of  H.  B.  majesty 
to  the  Bey  of  Tunis, 

ROYAL  DECREE. 

Ferdinand  IV  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  the  twa 
Sidles  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Seen  our  royal  decree  of  the  18th,  October  of  last 
year,  1815,  by  which,  after  having  rewarded  our 
most  faithful  town  called  Pizzo  for  having  preserve 
ed  the  kingdom  from  revolt  and  civil  war,  which 
Joachim  Murat  witli  his  people  attempted  to  ex- 
cite,  we  reserved  ourselves  in  the  VII  article,  to 
give  particular  signs  of  our  royal  satisfaction,  to 
those  individuals  who  have  distinguished  them- 
selves particularly  in  that  circumstance:— after  the 
information  we  obtained  from  the  superior  autho- 
rities of  Pizzo 

RAVING  DECREED,  &C.  &C, 

Art.  1st.  Conferring  to  the  field  marshal  Mimzi- 
ant  the  title  of  marquis,  for  him  and  his  decendants^ 
besides  a yearly  pension  of  1500  ducats  for  life.  ' 
Granted  to  colonel  Gregory  Trentacapilli  x\\e 
nit}  of  kight,  comma  - der  of  the  royal  order  of  Saint. 

, Ferdinand  and  of  the  Merit,  besides  a yearly  pen- 
^ sion  for  life  of  1000  ducats. 

! Nominated  the  baron  Caesar  Malecrinis,  Raff’l 
j Trentacapilli  and  Gregory  Pel/igrino,  kniglits  of  the 
j g:  ace  of  the  royal  order  of  Constantiniauo,  granting, 

! to  each  of  therp  a yearly  pension  for  life  of  300  du- 
■ cats. 

I Nominated  also,  knights  of  the  grace  of  the  roiy- 
I al  order  of  Constantiniano,  Francisco  Jllcala,  John 
j La  Camera,  Roy,  procurators  it  the  criminal  court 
of  Catanzaro. 

Granted  the  benefice  of  royal  patronage  under 
the  title  of  Annunziato  de  Bagaldi  to  the  canon  D. 

G.  B.  Malecrinis,  nominating*  him  also  knight  of  the 
grace  of  the  royal  order  of  Constantiniano,  and  the 
benefice  of  royal  patronage,  under  the  title  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  di  liiaci  to  the  canon  Anthony  Janaaci. 

Now  fallows  a list  of  23  individuai.s  to  whom  a 
yearly  pension  for  life  is  granted  which  varies  froi!\' 
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1 50  to  71  dt!cat  s;  Wl  these  may  also  wear  in  their  but- 
ton hole  a red  ribbon  (Bourbon  red)  fixed  to  a sil- 
ver medal,  like  th  u of  gold  which  has  been  coined 
for  the  Sy  ndic  of  the  to  vn  of  l‘izzo. 

Art  2nd.  All  the  pensions  granted  in  the  pre- 
cecding  article  are  under5tood  to  begin  from  the 
8th  of  Oetober,  1815, 

Ar  . 3rd.  Our  secretaries  of  Stare  8tc.  See.  &c.  are 
-charged  v ith  the  execution  of  the  present  decree, 
&c. 


General  Andrew  Pickens. 

General  Pickens,  who  died  in  South  Carolina  on 
the  11th  ultimo,  was  of  French  descent:  his  ances- 
tors were  driven  from  France  by  the  revocation  of 
the  edict  of  Nantz;  they  first  settled  in  Scotland, 
and  afterwards  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  His  father 
emigrated  to  Pemisvlvania;  tlie  deceased  was  born 
in  Bucks  county,  in  that  state,  on  the  13th  Septem- 
ber, 1739.  Tlie  family  removed  to  Augusta  coun- 
ty, Virginia,  and  soon  after  to  'be  Waxhaws  in 
this  state,  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of  man- 
hood. 

Like  many  of  our  most  distinguished  officers  of 
the  revolution,  he  commenced  his  military  services 
in  the  French  war,  which  terminated  in  1763:  when 
he  began  to  develope  those  qualities  for  which 
he  was  afterwards  so  eminently  distinguished.  In 
the  year  1761,  he  served  as  a volunteer,  with  Moul- 
trie and  Marion,  in  a bloody  but  successful  expedi- 
tion under  lieut.  col.  Grant,  a British  officer  sent 
by  general  A.mherst  to  command  against  the  Chero- 
kees.  After  the  termination  of  the  war,  he  remo- 
ved to  the  Long  Cane  settlement,  and  was  wliolly 
engaged  for  several  years  in  the  usual  pursuits  of 
« frontier  country — hunting  and  agriculture. 

At  an  early  period  he  took  a decided  and  active 
stand  against  the  right  claimed  by  Great  Britain, 
to  tax  her  colonies  witliout  their  consent;  and  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution  was  appointed 
captain  of  militia.  The  distinguished  part  which 
he  acted  in  the  straggle  for  independence,  has  been 
recorded  by  the  historian,  and  tlie  principal  events 
can  only  be  alluded  to  in  the  present  sketch.  His 
zeal  and  skill  were  rewarded  by  his  country,  by  his 
being  rapidly  promoted  to  the  respective  com- 
mands of  major,  colon"!,  and  brigadier-general.  In 
the  most  despondent  time,  when  this  section  of  the 
union  was  overrun  by  the  enemy,  and  suffered 
from  the  tories  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  he  re- 
mained unshaken;  and,  with  Marion  and  Su.mpter, 
kept  up  the  spirit  of  resistance.  He  commanded 
in  chief  in  the  expedition  against  the  Cherokees,  in 
1781;  and  such  was  his  success,  that  iu  a few  days, 
with  an  inconsiderable  force,  he  subdued  the  spirit 
of  that  then  powerful  nation,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a peace  so  permanent,  that  it  has  not  since 
been  disturbed. 

At  Kettle-Creek  his  conduct  v/as  equally  distin- 
guished and  successful;  with  half  the  force,  he  de- 
feated, after  a severe  contest,  a large  body  of  tories, 
under  the  command  of  col.  Boyd.  The  results  of 
this  victory  were  highly  important.  It  broke  for 
the  time  the  spirit  of  the  tories,  and  secured  the 
interi.al  peace,  for  a considerable  time,  of  the  inte- 
rior of  the  Carol inas  and  Geogla.  Xo  les.s  conspi- 
cuous was  his  conduct  at  the  Cowpens.  He  there 
commanded  the  militia  forces;  and  animated  by  the 
spirit  and  courage  of  their  commander  in  that  im- 
portant battle,  they  fairly  won  an  equal  sliare  ot 
glory  with  the  continentals,  under  colonel  Howard. 
For  his  gallantry  and  conduct  on  that  occasion, 
congress  voted  him  a sword.*  At  the  Eataii  he 


commanded,  with  Marion,  the  militia  of  the  two 
Carolinas;  but  in  the  early  part  of  the  action  rerei- 
ved  a severe  wound  in  his  breast  by  a musket  ha'l. 
His  life  was  providentially  saved  by  tlie  ball  slrik.- 
ing  the  buckle  of  his  sword. 

Peace  being  restored,  tlie  voice  of  his  country  cal- 
led him  to  serve  her  in  various  civil  cap  iciti'  '^;  and 
he  coniinued,  without  interruption,  in  jmhl’c  em- 
ployment until  about  1801.  By  the  treaty  of  II  >pc- 
vvell,  with  the  Cherokees,  in  which  he  was  one  of 
tJie  commissioners,  the  cession  of  tliat  portion  (r 
the  stale  now  called  Pendleton  and  Greenville,  w.is 
obtained.  Soon  after  he  settled  at  Hopewell,  on 
Keowee  river,  where  the  treaty  was  held.  He  was 
a member  of  the  legislature,  and  afterwards  of  th’. 
convention  which  formed  tlie  state  ronstiuitior,. 
He  was  elected  a member  under  the  rre.v  cijnstiui- 
tion,  until  179d,  when  he  became  a member  of  con- 
gress. Declining  re-election  to  congress,  lie  was 
again  returned  a member  to  the  legisliture;  In 
which  post  he  continued  until  about  1311.  Such 
was  the  confidence  of  general  Wasliington  in  him 
tliat  he  requested  his  attendance  at  Philadelphia, 
to  consult  with  him  on  the  practicabiUty  and  best 
means  of  civilizing  the  soiiiliern  Indians;  and  he 
also  offered  him  the  command  of  a brigade  of  light 
troops  under  the  command  of  general  W.iyne,  in 
his  campaigns  agrdnst  the  norlhern  Indians;  widch 
he  declined.  In  1794,  when  the  mUitia  was  first  or- 
ganized conformable  to  the  act  of  congress,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  two  ma jor-generals;  wliich 
commission  he  resigned  after  holding  it  a few  years. 
He  was  employed  by  the  United  States  as  a com- 
missioner in  all  the  treaties  with  all  llie  south- 
ern Indians  until  lie  withdrew  fi\;.n  public  life. 

Determining  to  enjoy  that  serenity  and  tranquili- 
ty which  he  had  so  greatly  contributed  to  esta- 
blish, with  the  simplicity  of  tlie  ear  y times  of  tlie 
Homan  republic,  be  retired  from  the  busy  scenes 
of  life  and  settled  on  his  farm  at  Tomassee,*  (a 
place  peculiarly  interesting  to  him)  wliere  he  de- 
voted himself  with  little  interruption  to  domestic 
pursuits  and  reflection  until  his  death.  In  this 
tranquil  period,  few  events  happened  to  clieck 
the  tenor  of  his  happy  and  virtuous  life.  Rever- 
ed  and  beloved  by  all,  his  house,  though  remote 
from  the  more  frequented  parts  of  the  state,  was 
still  the  resort  of  numerous  friends  and  relations; 
and  often  received  the  visits  of  the  enlightened 
traveller. — Such  was  the  gentle  current  of  his  lat- 
ter yeju-s;  still,  of  earthly  objects,  his  country  was 
the  first- in  his  affections.  He  viewed  with  great 
interest  our  late  struggle,  and  the  causes  which  ex- 
cited it,  distinctly  perceiving,  that  in  its  consequen- 
ces the  prosperity,  independence  and  glory  of  his 
country  were  deeply  involved;  he  was  alive  to  it.** 
variou.s  incidents.  In  this  hour  of  dar/ger  the  eyes 
of  his  follow  citizens  were  again  turned  lo  their  tri- 
ed servant;  without  his  knowledjie  he  was  again 
called  by  the  spontaneous  voice  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens into  public  service. — Confidence  thus  expres- 
sed could  not  be  diregarded;  he  accepted  a seat  iu 
the  legislature  in  1812,  and  was  pressed  to  serve  as 
governor  at  this  eventful  crisis,  which,  with  his-- 
characteristic  moderation  and  good  sense,  he  de- 
declined.  He  thought  the  struggle  should  be  left 
to  more  youthful  hands. 

In  his  domes  ic  circumstances  he  was  fortunate: 
by  industry  and  attention  lie  soon  acquired  a com- 
petency, and  never  desired  more.  He  married  iu 

♦At  this  place  in  1779  he  fought  the  most  despe- 
rate battle  he  was  ever  engaged  in,  with  t]te  Cberoy 
keee. 
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early  life,  has  left  a numerous  and  prosperorts  off. 
spring',  and  hm  consort,  Jhe  sister  of  John  E.  Cal- 
Ijoun,  foj'inerly  a senator  in  congress,  died  but  a few 
5'ears  before  iiim. 

Of  the  private  character  of  the  deoerxsed  little 
need  be  said;  for  among  its  strorgest  features  was 
simplicity  withoiil  contrariety  or  cliange;  from  his 
3 outh  to  age  he  was  ever  distinguished  (br  a puQclu- 
;il -performance  of  all.  the  duties  of  life.  He  was 
from  early  life  a firm  believer  in  the  Christian  reli- 
ijion,  and  an  infiviential  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  IMie  strong  points  of  his  character  were 
decision  and  prudence,  accompanietl,  especially  in 
youtli,  widi  remarkable  taciturnity,  fie  \-.as  of‘ 
middle  stature,  active  and  rohust;  and  enjoyed,  in 
consequence  of  the  natural  goodness  of  his  consti- 
tution, and  fron>  early  and  continued  temperance 
and  activit}-,  almost  uninterrupted  health  to  the 
last  moments  of  his  life. — He  retained  much  of  his 
strength  and  nearly  all  his  mental  vigor  in  perfec- 
■tion;  and  died,  not  in  consequence  of  the  exhaiista- 
tion  of  nature,  p,r  previous  sickness;  for  the  stroke 
of  death  fell  sudden,  and  while  his  personal  ac- 
quaintance were  anticipating  the  addition  of  many 
\;ears  tQ.his  life. — Femi^eton  Mess, 


Honor  to  the  living. 

From  the  Betroit  Gazette  of  Aug,  22. 

illLITAllY  Jlli;VtKW  BY  THE  PKESIBENT  AKiJ  PUESENTA- 
* TION  OF  A SWORD  TO  GEX.  MACOMB. 

The  milltury  review  on  Thursday,  the  14th  inst. 
■was  peculiarly  attractive  and  interesting,  The 
troops  were  paraded,  agreeably  to  orders,  at  8 
o’clock  A.  M.  on  the  esplanade  in  front  of  the  can- 
tonment, under  the  command  of  It.  col.  Sniith,  and 
fftnyied  in  close  crlmnn.  As  the  president  approach- 
ed they  Were  displayed  into  a line,  and,  when  he  came 
opposite  the  standard,  paid  the  accustomed  salute. 
It  was  a moment  of  deep  and  indescribable  emotion. 
To  see  the  first  magistrate  of  the  country— the 
ciecled  chief  of  a great  people,  receiving  in  un- 
cpvcred  majesty  tins  martial  tribute  of  respect,  was 
•a  noble  and  impressive  .spectacle.  Every  soldier’s 
eye  glistened  like  his  polished  arm.s;  and  when 
the  standard  boAved,  and  the  drums  rolled  their 
ruffles,  every  heart  swelled  with  pride  and  acknow- 
ledged its  devotion.  He  was  mbunted  on  am  elegant 
Ar.^yian,  and  surrounded  by  heroes,  whxise  splen- 
dor could  be  eclipsed  only  by  such  a presence. — 
Tlie  conqurors  at  Niagara  and  at  Plattsburg  formed 
liis  suit;  the  one,  like  Marcellus,,  as  a sword;  the 
other,  like  F^bius,  as  a shield,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
g er. 

The  president  rode  up  and  down  the  line,  and  af- 
ter having  received  the  marching  salute,  saw  the 
troops  execute  various  mqvements,  in  a stile  that 
3'cfiected  great  credit  on  tlieir  commanding  officer. 
■\Vhen  these  were  finished,  be  dismounted,  and  was 
pleased  to  attend  the  following  ctremony. 

The  sword  which  the  legislature  of  New-York 
had  voted  to  maj.  gen.  A'iacornb,  having  b.een  trans- 
mitted  by  gov.  Clinton  to  gov.  Cass  for  presentation, 
his  excellency  selected  this  very  appropriate  occa- 
.sign  to  disQhavge  the  honorable  trust.  No  scene 
could  have  been  more  .striking  and  characterestic. 
Twas  in  the  field,  and  at  the  head  of  troops  that  the 
meed. had  been  deserved,  and  twas  there  it  was  now 
presented  and  received.  Col.  Wool,  and  several 
other  officers  who  bad  participated  in  the  perils  and 
honors  of  the  acliievement,  were  now  present  to  be- 
hold it  rewarded.  Gen.  Brown,  who  has  so  often 
been  crowned  with  the  laurelled  testimonials  of  his 
ro'^itrymcn^  now  saw  n brother  in  arms  shar^  in 


the  same  gi’atitude  and  approbation.  But  the  most 
illustrious  witness  was  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  whose  presence  seemed  to  st.'unp  a nation’.s 
approval  upon  the  munificence  of  a state.  Surroiind- 
ed  by  this  assemblage,  his  excellcr.cy,  prefer.’ ed 
the  sword  with  the  following  elegant  uiul  pertinent 
address. 

‘*AlA.r.  GEY.  Macomb — On  tlie  22d  dav  of  Oc-tobM*, 
1814,  the  legislaUire-of  tbe  state  of  Nc'w-Yotlc  tinani- 
mously  declared,  Tor  your  conduct  at  the  batile 
of  Plattsburgh  you  were  entitled  to  the  gr.ititu  !e  of 
your  country,  and  directed  that  you  should  be  pi^-> 
sented  with  a sword. 

The  governor  of  New-York  has  been  pleased  to 
assign  to  me  the  honorable  duty  of  conveying  to  you 
the  sefitimenfs  of  the  legislature  of  that  great  and 
liberal  state,  and  of  presenting  to.  you  the  splendid 
testimonial  of  their  approbation — in  the  execution 
of  this  trust,  1 feel  that  the  presence  of  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  republic,  who,  as  a reward  for  a 
life  of  exertions  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  now- 
reposes  upon  the  affections  of  his  countrymen;  an.d 
of  the  distinguished  officer,  \ylm  in  our  second  strug- 
gle for  independence,  bore  his  couutry’s  standard 
to  victory;  while  it  adds  interest  to  the  occasion, 
adds  likewise  to  the  difficulty  under  which  I labor, 
of  discharging  this  duty  in  a manner  'vorthy  of  tlieai, 
of  the  subject,,  and  of  the  enlightened  legislature, 
whose  liberal  patriotism  furnished  the  opporlunitj' 
for  the  address. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  splendid  military  achieve- 
ments, for  whicli  this,  trophy  has  been  awarded  to 
yoiq  we  are  led  to  consider  the  situation  of  our  coun- 
try at  the  evenlful.  period  of  its  accomplishment. — 
Pressed  by  a powerful  foe^  with  a scattered  popula- 
tion, and  with  an  extensive  and  defenceless  frontier, 
our  enemies  were  enabled  by  circumstances,  to  as- 
sail us  with,  numerous  and  veteran  armies.  It  was 
at  this  period  that  the  brilliant  succession  of  vic- 
tories commenced,  tyhich  have  .acquired  for  our 
country  honor  and  prosperity,  and  for  their  authors 
imperishable  renown.  Among  these,  your  repulse 
of  the  enemy  from  Plattsburg,  will  occupy  one  of 
the  fairest  page.s  in  history.  The  governor  general 
of  the  Canadas  at  the  head  of  a powerful  and  well 
appointed  army,  invaded  our  frontiers  and  penetrat- 
ed to  your  position.  The  disparity  of  force  left 
to  the  most  sanguine  little  room  for  hope.  Your 
works  were  hastily  thrown  up,  your  troops  sudden- 
ly collected  together,  andtlie  prospects  of reliefdis- 
tant  and  uncertain.  But  by  the  most  judicious  ar- 
rangements, by  the  most  fortunate  combination  of 
skill  and  valour,  his  prospects  were  destroyed,  and 
he  was  defeated  and  driven  back  upon  his  own  ter- 
ritories. 

But  great  as  was  tlr,e  political  importance  of  this 
victory  to  our  ccHintr}%  its  moral  interest  constitutes 
its  fairest  features,  "it  adds  another  to  the  number 
of  defensive  victQries,  which  demonstrated  that  the 
e»ergks  and  exertions  of  republics  increase,  as  the 
pressure  of  circumstances  increases  upon  them.— 
This,  like  the  kindred  actions  of  antiquity,  which 
illumine  the  dark  pages  of  histoi7,  ofters  the  con- 
soling reflection,  that  the  superiority  of  force  in  the 
invasion  of  free  countries,  affords  no  hope  for  victo- 
ry: and  tliat  physical  strength  must  yield  to  moral 
energy.  It  is  this  consideration  which  establishes 
the  stability  of  republics,  and  tliis  lesson  you  have 
been  enabled  t^o  teach  to  your  countrymen. 

1 am  happy  therefore,  sir,  in  being  able  to  com- 
municate these  sentiments  of  a grateful  country, 
and  to  present  to  you  this  testimonial  of  its  appro- 
bation. It  wdll  be  to  your  descendants  a memorial 
of  your  service's,  when  the  actors  in  the  scene  shsr?l 
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have  p;t!ised  away.  l’>"t  yo\ir  vict  jry  will  live  ir\ 
•.iio'.43ry,  aJ  lojifj  as  the  memory  of  gallant  exploits 
shall  give  confidence  to  the  people  or  stability  to 
repn.blican  insticuliof'S.” 

To  which  gen.  Maci;mb  made  the  following  re- 

ply. 

bru— Overcome  by  the  impressive  manner  in  wliicb 
you  have  presented  to  me  tliis  testimonial  of  the 
approbation  of  my  coiviuct  in  the  defence  ofPlatts- 
bip-gh,  T -m  unable  t«>  express  all  Unit  my  feelings 
dictate.  As  the  of  a munificent  and  eminently 
pitriotic  state.  It  will  be  invaluable;  and  having 
beert  presented  and  received  in  the  presence  of  tl;e 
cliief  magistrate  of  our  republic,  and  of  the  dis- 
tinguished comniander  of?he  division,  It  will  ever  be 
preserved  as  one  of  tlie  proudest  memorials  of  my 
services. 

To  you,  sir,  I offer  my  tlianks  for  the  grateful 
mode  of  this  ])re.sentation,  and  for  your  flattering 
expressions  of  iadividunl  respect  and  esteem.*’ 

They  were  both  spoken  with  an  eloquent  impres- 
siveness, which  readied  the  licart  of  every  specta- 
tor. 

After  this  ceremony,  the  president  inspectedthe 
barracks  and  hospitals.  In  the  latter  Ins  benevo- 
lent feelings  were  frequently  called  into  action, 
and  always  expressed  with  an  unaffected  teuiderness 
and  sincerity.  A veteran  and  discharged  soldier, 
who  has  long  “wept  o’er  his  wounds,”  was  particu- 
larly noticed  by  him,  and  received  assurances  of 
continued  kindness  and  support.  These  are  traits 
which  truly  ennoble  a great  mam  when  he  beads 
down  from  th-e  concerns  of  nations  to  sympathise  in 
the  afflict  ion.s  of  an  humble  individual,  he  exhibits  a 
pattern  tvorlhy  the  iroitation  of  kings,  and  the  ad- 
miration of  mankind.  There  is  njothing  perhaps, 
which  the  human  mind  contemplates  with  so  much 
serenity  and  satisfaction,  as  the  union  of  those  emi- 
nent talents  which  adorn  exalted  stations,  with  the 
amiable  qualities  that  are  supposed  to  flourish  on- 
ly in  private;»life.  The  duties  and  conflicts  of  an 
elevated  political  careea*,  wliile  tliey  enlarge  and 
invigorate  the  mind,  generally  repress  and  narrow 
the  mild  influences  of  the  heart,  and  ultimately 
form  a lukewarm,  shrewd  and  inaccessible  charac- 
ter. That  our  chief  magistrate,  while  ascending  to 
that  attitude  of  greatness  which  he  has  now  attain- 
ed, and  gathering  experience  and  powers  that 
should  fit  him  to  rule  the  destinies  of  a hemisphere, 
has  preserved  unimpaired  those  feelings  and  man- 
ners which  attemper  the  splendor  of  dignity,  the 
spontaneous  voice  of  the  wliole  country  through 
which  he  has  passed,  will  probably  now  be  ready  to 
attest. 


American  Fishermen. 

Decree^  pronounced  by  the  Honorable  Michael 
Wallace,  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Court, 
on  Friday,  the  29th  ult.  in  the  case  of  American 
fishing  vessels,  seized  and  detained  by  las  ma- 
jesty’s ships  of  war,  in  the  harbors,  and  on  the 
coast  of  Nova-Scotia. 

This  case  is  of  great  national  importance. — Un- 
der that  impression,  it  has  had  as  much  considera- 
tion on  my  part,  as  my  humble  talents  are  capable 
of  giving  it. 

I entirely  accede  to  the  principle  laid  down  by 
the  Advocate  General,  that  the  American  govern- 
ment when  it  commenced  hostilities  against  Great 
Hritain,  cut  their  cord  on  which  their  treaty  of 
1783,  with  pur  government  hung,  and  thereby  dis- 
solved every  condition,  obligation  and  privilege  it 
jjpntained.  Hut  as  American  siijjjects  have  long 


enjoyed,  under  tliat  treaty,  the  privilege  of  fishing 
on  our  coast:  and  there  being  no  specific  notification 
from  our  government  that  I know  of,  since  the  trea- 
ty of  Ghent,  published  on  the  subject  for  me  to’have 
recourse  to;  1 cannot  adopt  so  serious  a measure  as 
the  conderrmation  of  the  property  of  individuals  who 
seem  generally  ignorant  of  the  intentions  of  our 
government  with  respect  to  the  prohibition;  Besides, 
it  does  not  appear  to  the  court  that  any  of  them 
were  found  the  in  act,  of  catching  fish,  or  trading  with 
the  inhabitants  in  any  of  our  bays,  or  harbors,  but 
merely  seeking  shelter  from  the  weather;  whicli 
under  existing  circumstances  I cannot  view  in  the 
light  of  an  infringement  of  our  rights. 

Independent  of  this  considerat-on,  were  T inclin-' 
ed  to  enforce  the  principle  of  national  law  agains* 
the  claimants  in  this  ca.se,  I should  be  at  a loss  what 
penalty  to  pronounce  upon  the  aggressors. 

In  all  otlier  cases  in  which  foreigners  are  .seized 
for  unlawful  traffic,  there  are  positive  acts  of  par- 
liament inflicting  a forfeiture  of  the  property  and 
other  penaltieii-for  the  offence. 

Is  it  a mailer  of  course  in  this  instance,  that  these 
vessels  are  to  be  condemned  and  forfeited  to 
majesty.?  I cannot  think  so.  ^ 

I have  no  law  to  guide  me  in  my  judgment,  no 
proclamation  or  orders  in  council,  no  instruction^ 
of  any  kind,  by  which  I can  measure  the  punish- 
ment to  be  inflicted  for  this  infringement  of  our  co- 
lonial rights. 

It  is  totally  anew  question,  and  one  that  I con- 
ceive to  be  involved  in  much  dotibt  and  difficulty 
in  consequence  of  the  silence  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
on  this  very  important  subject. 

I am  not  ignorant  that  negociations  have  been 
carried  on  respecting  the  fishery  in  question,  be- 
tween our  governmeut  and  that  of  America:  'I’hose 
negociations  were  broken  off'  in  January  last  'tis 
true;  but  it  is  equally  tr\^e  that  they  have  been  re- 
newed and  are  still  pending. 

Under  which  circumstances  therefore,  I do  ro* 
consider  myself  justified  in  condemning  this  pro-, 
perty  to  his  majesty:  but  shall  decree  the  vesseli? 
and  property  beloviging*  to  them  be  ’ estcred  to  the 
claimants  on  paying  costs:  from  which  decree  if  the. 
seizors  are  dissatisfied,  they  are  at  liberty  to  ap- 
peal to  a superior  court,  where  it  Is  probable  the 
subject  has  been  under  tl>e  discussion  of  abler 
minds,  and  where  tije  intentions  of  our  government 
with  respect  to  it  can  ba fully  ascertained.. 


Indian  affairs. 

Extract  of  an  official  letter. 

Cherokee  Agency,  29lh  July,  1817. 
Goveuxou  Clahk: 

Sir — We  liave  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that 
we  have  succeeded  in  getting  a tre:Uy  signed  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  nation  yesterday,  som«; 
of  the  provisions  of  wliicli  we  conceive  irnportan'. 
for  you  to  know. 

It  is  stipulated  that  a census  of  the  Cherokee.s 
east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  shall  betaken  in 
the  month  of  June-,  and  both  p.arts  of  the 

nation  bind  themselves  to  cede  to  the  United  States 
so  mu  ch  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
including  a srn  dlcession  now  made  on  the  east  side 
of  Chat.ahoochy,  and  north  of  Tennessee,  as  shall 
amount  to  the  proportion  to  whicli  the  Arkansas 
Cherokees  are  entitled,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers now  there,  and  those  who  may  emigrate  to 
that  country  previous  to  tlie  taking'tlie  census.-- 
The  Cherpkees  on  the  Arkansas  are  .also  to  receive 
so.  much.of  the  annuities  as  they  are  entitied  to,  io 
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p'roportion  to  their  numbers.  The  United  States 
engage,’  in  return,  to  cede  to  tlie  Cherokees  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  as  much  land  on  the  Arkansas 
and  White  rivers  as  they  receive  east  oftlie  Missis- 
sippi, which  is  to  “commerce  on  the  north  side  of  tlie 
Arkansas,  at  the  mouth  of  Point  Remove,  or  Bud- 
well’s  old  place,  thence  by  a straight  line  north- 
wardly to  strike  Chatanuga  mountain,  or  the  hill 
first  above  Shield’s  ferry,  on  White  River,  running 
up  and  between  the  said  rivers  for  compliment;  the 
banks  of  which  rivers  to  be  the  line.”  Tiie  United 
States  also  bind  themselves  to  remove  all  white  per- 
sons now  settled  within  or  above  said  line,  to  prevent 
future  encroachments  in  this  way:  Mrs.  P.  Lovely, 
excepted.  It  will  be  well,  therefore,  to  notify  all 
persons  by  proclamation  of  this  provision  in  the 
treaty. 

We  are,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  your 
obedient  humble  servants, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
JOSEPH  M‘M1NN, 

D.  MERRIWETHER. 

j^tract  of  a letter  from  Return  J.  MeigOy  Indian 

Jigeiit,  to  Gov.  Clarky  dated,  Cherokee  Agency, 

24«A.f«/y,1817 

Emigration  is  commencing,  and  may  be  expect- 
ed to  be  considerable,  between  this  and  the  winter 
coming.  Several  boats  are  now  on  the  point  of 
descending  this  river.  Upwards  of  700  have  inre- 
gislered  themselves  already  for  removal. 

It  is  probable,  that  within  a few  years,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  Cherokees  will  be  within  your 
superintendance.  The  tide  is  setting  strong  that 
way,  and  as  all  is  peace  and  quietness  in  our  na- 
tional concerns,  there  is  no  danger  of  a countei  cur- 
rent  to  emigration.  Wliite  and  red  are  pressing 
towards  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  that  alone  can  set 
bounds  to  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
©bedient  servant,  RETURN  J,  MEIGS. 

Governor  Wm.  Clark. 

Chkiiokee  ViLiAOE,  lltli  July,  1817. 
The  Governor  of  J\lissouH  Territory, 

Sir — It  is  our  duty  to  inform  you  of  our  conduct 
toward  tlie  Osages.  We  made  peace  with  them 
several  times,  knowing  it  to  be  tlie  wish  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  our  Great  Father; 
but  they  will  not  be  at  peace  with  us.  For  nine 
years  and  more,  we  have  been  trying  to  make 
friends,  all  to  no  purpose;  it  appears  that  the  more 
friendly  we  talk  to  them  the  more  they  impose  on  us; 
now  we  are  prepared  we  will  meet  our  enemies;  we 
lie  down  with  our  arms  at  our  sides.  We  wish 
you  to  pity  us,  for  the  Osages  are  deaf  to  all  we 
can  say  or  do.  To  raise  our  crops  for  the  support 
of  our  families  has  been  our  wish,  but  it  has  not 
been  in  our  power;  it  is  not  we  tliat  are  in  the 
xvrong,  it  is  the  Osages;  they  have  stolen  all  our 
best  horses,  and  have  reduced  us  to  work  with  our 
naked  hands.  With  the  few  horses  we  have  left, 
we  intend  to  go  to  the  Osages  and  hunt  for  those 
horses  taken;  we  are  going  to  do  mischief.  We 
are  but  a few  Cherokees;  our  father  knows  us  well, 
and  we  therefore  beg  that  he  will  not  scold  us;  the 
Osages  have  also  insulted  the  whites;  we  are  vexed, 
and  have  become  deaf  to  their  talks.  Please  loin- 
form  the  President  of  all  this;  tell  oim  that  we  pro- 
mised not  to  spill  blood  if  we  ^could  help  it, 
but  tliat  at  this  time  the  rivors  are  red  with  the 
blood  of  the  Cherokees. — We  hope  that  the  Presi- 
dent our  father  will  take  our  case  into  considera- 
ation,  for  he  well  knows  that  we  are  not  the  ag 
gressors.  Since  our  last  talk  to  you,  we  have  lost 
two  of  our  young  men,  killed  by  the  Osages;  we 


have  n"  ver  attempted  to  take  any  revenge  whatever, . 
until  now. 

This  is  all  we  have  to  say  for  the  present,  intend- 
ing to  inform  you  of  all  occurrences  hereafter. 
Your  children/  TOIXENTBSKEE, 

TAKEIOKA, 

TIIE  HOLD 

SHANANNANL 

HUMMING  BIRD,, 

K.VTIKOr, 

JOHNM’LAMORE; 

TRANSLATE, 

JOHN  BOGS. 


Antique  Grlasses> 

Discovered  in  Hamburg,  JViagara  county,  lA'*.  F! 

FUOUr  THE  UTICA  PATHIOT  AND  PATROl. 

An  opinion  is  entertained  by  many  well  inform- 
ed persons  in  the  United  States,  that  this  country 
has  at  some  remote  period,  been  inhabited  by  a 
civilized  people,  prior  to  its  settlement  or  subju- 
gallon  by  the  savages;  and  to  the  many  evidences 
furnished  to  strengthen  this  opinion  by  the  remains 
of  fortifications,  tumuli,  &c.  may  be  added  the 
discovery  of  a number  of  pieces  of  glass,  of  sin- 
gular workmanship,  Isitely  made  in  Hamburgh,  Ni- 
agara county. 

I have  been  favored  with  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining one  of  these  glasses,  and  on  the  authority 
of  my  informant,  am  enabled  to  remark  that  they 
w;:re  taken  up  about  two  months  ago,  from  an  an- 
cient barrow  in  the  town  of  Hamburgh;  where 
they  were  found  deposited  in  an  earthen  pot.  Con- 
tiguous to  this  pot,  were  also  found  a .skull  and 
some  other  bones  of  the  human  frame.  This  bar- 
row,  or  supposed  repository  of  the  dead,  is  situa- 
ted in  an  uncultivated  part  of  the  town,  and  seve- 
ral trees  were  growing  upon  it,  at  the  time  this  ex- 
cavation was  made;  some  of  which  were  judged  to 
to  be  upwards  of  two  feet  in  diameter. 

The  glass  which  I had  an  opportunity  to  examine^ 
(and  I am  informed  they  are  all  alike)  is  in  tlie 
form  of  a barrel-shaped  bead;  consisting  of  a tube 
of  transparent  green  glass,  covered  with  an  opaque 
coarse  red  enamel.  Its  length  9-lOths  of  an  inch;' 
its  greatest  width  six  and  an  half  tenths  of  an  inch; 
and  the  bore  of  the  tube  210ths  of  arr  inch.  Near 
tke?^  circle  of  the  bore  of  tliis  lube  is  an  aperture,  of 
of  the  size  of  a large  needle,  perforating  the  tube 
from  one  end  to  the  other.  The  enamel  whicli  co- 
vers the  tube  of  transparent  glass,  appears  to  have 
been  ornamented  w'ith  painting,  in  figures  resem- 
bling a spindle,  or  two  inverted  sections  of  a circle; 
but  they  are  now  hardly  perceptible,  as  the  bead 
appears  to  have  been  considerably  worn.  But  the 
circumstance  most  indicative  of  art  in  the  making 
of  this  bead,  is  a species  of  enamelling  tliat  has 
been  performed  both  on  the  external  and  internal 
surfaces  of  the  tube,  previous  to  its  being  covered 
with  the  coarse  red  enamel.  This  second  enamel 
is  white,  and  as  the  external  surface  of  the  lube 
was  not  smooth,  but  parallel  Hrie,  or  veins,  exlii- 
bits  the  appearance  of  a white  vein  between  the 
green  tube  and  the  red  enamel.  This  ejiamelling 
appears  to  me,  to  have  been  done,  not  by  melting 
on  any  vitrious  composition,  as  is  practised  at  the 
present  day,  but  by  ihe  effect  of  calcination  for 
some  time  in  a low  red  heat.  Tliis,  it  is  known, 
will  deprive  glass,  especially  green  {;lass,  of  its  trans- 
parency, and  render  the  surface  white  to  a certain 
depth. 

The  composition  of  the  tube  of  glass,  I have 
judged  to  be  simply  a silicious’  saytd  and  an  Alkali; 
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probably  wiih  a small  addition  of  lime,  or  vegeta- 
ble ashes.  It  is  hard,  and  will  not  receive  scratch- 
’ es  like  the  lead  glasses;  and  I conclude  from  this 
^ circumstance,  that  there  is  no  lead  in  the  composi- 
tion.  Its  color  seems  also  owing  to  the  impurity 
of  the  materials  employed,  like  the  common  win- 
dow and  bottle  glass,  and  is  probably  caused  by  a 
minute  portion  of  iron,  combined,  in  the  State  of  an 
pxyd,  with  the  sand  ai;d  ilkali. 

The  red  enamel,  covering  the  tube,  and  the  pot 
in  which  these  glasses  were  found,  seem  to  have 
^ been  constructed  of  similar  materials,  as  they  differ 
very  little  in  color,  texture,  or  other  external  cha 
racter.  Probably  a very  fusible  brick  clay,  highly 
I impregnated  with  oxyd  of  iron,  and  pulverized  frag 
' jnents  of  green  glass,  are  the  principal  ingredients 
of  both.  The  earthen  pot  is  manifestly  construct- 
ed  of  different  materials  fro;a  those  employed  for 
brown  pottery  at  the  present  period  It  is  a more 
imperishable  substance,  of  a close  texture,  and  vit- 
yreous  appearance. 

I shall  not  presume  to  speculate  in  opinions 
which  discoveries  of  this  interesting  nature  are  cal- 
culated to  create;  it  may  however  here  be  added, 
that  the  fabrication  of  tjiese  glasses  would  suppose 
a perfection  in  the  arts  which  none  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  inhabiting  this  country  at  the  period  of  its 
discovery,  liad  arrrived  to.  That  if  Introduced  by 
the  French  from  Canada  in  their  communications- 
with  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  western  part  of  this 
state,  there  would  hardly  have  been  sufheient  time 
elapsed,  between  that  period  and  this,  for  the  growth 
of  such  tJ*ees  as  are  growing  on  the  barrow  or 
mound  from  which  these  relics  were  taken.  And 
that  if  not  introduced  by  the  French  at  the  period 
alluded  to,  we  mi^t  refer  their  manufacture  back  to 
a very  remote  date;  and  one,  on  which  Indian  tra- 
dition is  wholly  silent.  SILEX. 


Saving  of  Fuel. 

From  the  Vermont  Intelligencer,  a paper  lately  es- 
tablished at  Bellows-Falls,  and  edited  by  Thomas 
Qreen  Fessenden,  esq.  we  copy  the  follow'ing  arii- 

(cle,  which,  if  attended  to,  would  doubtless  in- 
troduce a great  economy  in  the  consumption  of 
fuel,  which  is  every  year  growing  an  article  of 
greater  importance  in  the  United  States. 

When  there  is  a general  complaint  of  the  hard- 
ness of  the  times,  and  the  difficulty  of  meeting  ex- 
pences  necessarily  incurred,  it  is  highly  important 
I that  economy  should  not  only  be  studied,  but  should 
' also  be  put  into  practice,  and  perhaps  there  is  no 
item  in  the  yearly  bill,  where  less  economy  is  ap- 
parent, than  in  the  article  of  wood,  notwithstand- 
ing the  article  is  so  great  which  is  annually  re- 
quired for  fuel  in  this  cold  region.  A late  writer 
the  subject  of  forest  trees,  says,  “wood  seems 
r,to  be  composed  of  water,  air,  oil,  salts  and  earth, 
in  the  decomposition,  become  ashes.’*  Attention 
to  the  different  kinds  of  wood  used  for  fuel,  to  the 
time  when  felled  for  that  purpose,  and  to  the  action 
'of  fire  upon  it  when  consuming,  will  strengthen,  if 
not  fully  confirm  the  above  position.  Among  the 
various  kinds  of  trees  produced  in  New-England, 
hickory  or  walnut  contains  a greater  portion  of  oil, 
and  probably  less  fluid,  than  almost  any  other,  and 
burns  more  freely  when  green:  Several  kinds  of 

wood,  if  used  when  green,  emit  a thick  disagree- 
ble  smoke,  reject  the  flame,  and  yield  to  no  heat 
ill  the  watery  particles  have  principally  passed  oft' 
n tills  smoky  vapour.  It  is  bad  management  to  burn 


valnut  wood  green,  and  vastly  wo'se  to  burn  ma- 
ple or  birch  in  that  slate,  particularly  if  felled  in 
•spring  or  summer.  When  Die  sap  is  ascending  in 
the  month  of  M.nrch,  if  the  v.eatlier  is  favorable,  a 
large  sugar  maple  will  yield  five  gallons,  and  a 
birch  of  the  same  size,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
gallons  in  twelve  hours.  Many  other  kinds  of  trees 
used  for  fuel,  perhaps,  contain  as  mucli  fluid  .as  the 
maple  or  birch.  Hence  the  absurdity  of  felling 
them  when  full  of  sap,  for  timber  or  fuel.  A cord 
of  green  wood  contains  at  least  30  gallons  of  water 
or  fluid,  if  cut  between  the  montlis  of  March  and 
October,  and  if  immediately  used,  this  fluid  must 
be  discharged  into  the  atmosphere  by  the  dull 
process  of  seasoning  the  wood  over  the  coals,  caus- 
ing much  loss  of  lime,  great  inconvenience  and 
perplexity.  Wood  felled  at  any  season  of  the  year, 
IS  much  better  for  drying;  but  if  cut  when  full 
of  sap,  and  suffered  to  remain  long  in  the  open  air, 
exposed  to  the  sun,  a portion  of  the  oil  escapes 
with  the  watery  fluid,  whicli  renders  the  wood  less 
valuable.  The  writer  of  this  article  is  fully  con*, 
vinced,  by  actual  experiment,  that  three  cords  of 
wood,  felled  in  the  winter,  and  properly  secured, 
is  worth  as  much  for  fuel,  as  four  felled  in  the 
spring  or  summer,  and  immediately  used,  or  suf- 
fered to  remain  exposed  to  the  air  and  sun  till  the 
following  winter.  Here  is  an  actual  loss  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  besides  the  difference  in  the  value 
of  labor  in  Summer  and  winter.  The  labor  of  tlic 
husbandman  is  required  in  the  spring  for  preparing 
the  earth,  and  casting  seed  in  ii;  in  the  summer 
for  maturing  and  bringing  forward  Die  rising  crops, 
and  in  gathering  the  early  harvest — and  the  autumn 
demands  his  whole  attention  to  prepare  the  ground 
for  a farther  crop,  and  secure  the  later  harvest; 
while  the  winter  seems  to  be  the  season  to  wliich 
nature  points  as  the  proper  period  to  fell  timber 
and  prepare  fuel  for  all  necessary  purposes  during' 
the  year.  W. 


Military  Academy — West  Point. 

The  following,  we  believe,  to  be  the  present 
organization,  and  numbers,  of  this  seminary. 

Gen.  Swift,  as  colonel  in  chief  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  governs  the  institution,  ex-officio. 

The  other  officers  are— .Tared  Mansfield,  pro- 
fes.sor  of  natural  and  experimental  philosophy» 
David  B.  Douglas,  assistant  do.  Andrew  Ellicott,- 
professor  of  mathematics,  J.  Wright,  assistant  do. 
Alden  Partridge,  professor  of  the  art  of  engineering. 
[This  gentleman  is  said  to  have  been  removed;  and 
major  Thayer  (" of  the  corps  o f Engineers J appoutied 
in  his  place.]  Samuel  Welsh,  surgeon,  Adam  Em- 
pic,  chaplain,  Claudius  Barard,  teacher  of  French 
language,  C.  E,  Zoeller,  teadier  of  drawing.  Pere 
Thomas,  sword  master.  The  distribution  of  the 
Cadets  are  as  follows  : — 

New-IIampsliIre,  - - 2 South-Carolina,  . - - ll 


Massachusetts,  - - 20 
Rliode-Island,  - - - 2 

Connecticut,  - 2 

Vermont,  - - - - - 7 

New-York,  - - - , 55 
New-.Tersey,  - - - - 10 

Pennsylvania,  • - - 12 

Delaware,  - - - - - 6 

Maryland,  - - - - 29 

Virgiai.a,  • - - - 38 

North-Carolina, ' - - 9' 


Kentucky,  -----  8 
Tennessee,  . . - . 4 
Ohio,  - - - - • - - 6 
Michigan,  - - - - S 

Indiana  -----  2 

Missouri, 1 

Columbia  District,  - 21 
Valparaza,  - - - - 4 
Louisiana,  - - . - i 
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Foreign  Articles. 

aUEER — FUXNY  AHTICtE. 

TLe  following  is  so  ridiculously  malicious — and  so 
laughably  Impudent— so  comically  inconsist- 
eJnt,  that  we  cannot  be  displeased  with  it.  What'. 
— is  England,  who  has  colonies  in  every  part  of 
the  world  that  she  can  set  her  foot  upon,  on  any 
terms,  alarmed  at  a negociation  by  us  to  obtain 
a place  in  the  Mediterranean  for  a naval  rendez- 
vous.'*— Pshaw — pshaw — yet  she  is  alarmed,  most 
abominablyy  most  laughably,  alarmed.  But  she 
has  no  danger  to  fear  on  this  score — she  may  rest 
satisfied  that  the  United  States  have  no  thought 
of  pos.sesslng  colonies.  Independent  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  thing  itself  from  the  principles  of 
our  government,  we  have  seen  too  much  of  the 
cursed  effects  of  colonies  on  Great  Britain  to 
wish  any  of  them.  May  heaven,  as  one  of  its  best 
blessings  to  my  country,  forever  forbid  its  pos- 
sessing a colony,  to  mix  it  in  the  quarrels  and 
intrigues  of  corrupted  Europe! 

From  the  London  Courier  ofJiug‘.  12. — The  foreign 
journals  state  that  the  xVmerican  government  has 
sent  certain  bags  full  of  dollars  to  purchase  the  is- 
land of  Elba  from  the  Italian  states,  in  order  that, 
as  they  have  been  disappointed  of  Larapedosa,  they 
may  have  some  other  commercial  depot  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. And  tkis  news  is  given  in  English 
journals,  without  the  least  expression  of  surprize 
or  indignation!!  Yet  when  the  great  sovereigns  of 
Europe,  with  a view  to  the  good  government  of 
their  states,  the  happiness  of  their  subjects,  and 
the  general  tranquility,  have  made  or  propoised  to 
make,  any  exchanges  of  territory,  what  an  outcry 
bas  been  raised  against  them  by  the  opposition  in 
parliament  and  their  daily  ec’aoes!  Then  we  heard 
of  trampling  on  the  rights  of  man,  of  transferring 
countries  like  farms,  and  people  like  cattle!  But 
when  America,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  self  a^gr an- 
€lisemenl,  wishes,  not  to  make  an  exchStge,  but  to 
obtain  an  accession  of  territory  by  absolute  pur- 
dhase,  not  a word  is  said  against  her.  But  site  is  a 
j’epubiic;  and  every  thing  must  be  e.xcusable  that 
she  does.  She  may  go  with  her  filthy  dollars,  and 
truck  for  the  little  empire  of  the  ci-devant  great 
emperor.  The  late  subjects  of  the  darling  Bona- 
parte may  all  be  bartered  for  cotton  and  tobac- 
co, Without  remonstrance  or  complaint!  Nor  was 
a syllable  heard  against  Bonaparte,  tuhen  basely 
betraying  France,  he  sold  a great  empire,  Louisiana, 
to  the  United  States.  No:  he  might  ti*ansfer  do- 
minions, and  America  miglit  receive  them,  with- 
out murmur  or  remark,  because  he  was  the  child  and 
champion  of  Jacobinism,  and  she  loas  the  bantling  of 
revolution,  holding  out  the  encouraging  example  of 
successful  rebellion.  That  republics  have  at  least  as 
great  a taste  for  augmenting  their  territorial  pos- 
sessions as  monarchies,  the  negociations  vvhicli  are 
going  on  with  the  Indians,  for  the  extension  of  the 
Georgian  frontier,  afibrd  an  additional  proof. 

KSGr.AXI.',  6cc. 

London  papers  of  Aiigust  12. 

The  papers  are  very  barren.  The  account  of  the 
harvestseemstiie  most  interesting.  It  had  commenc- 
ed in  England  with  fine  weather,  and  would  pro- 
bably be  very  productive.  Those  of  Germany, 
3’’rance,  Italy  and  the  Netherlands  are  spoken  of  in 
the  like  formidable  terms. 

The  papers  contain  repeated  notices  of  improv- 
ments  in  the  condition  of  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, from  the  great  increase  of  employment. 

A transport  ship  had  just  arrived  at  an  English 
port,  having  on  board  th.e  original  Stuart  papers 


lately  discovered  at  Rome,  presented  by  the  pope 
to  t'rie  prince  regent. 

Prices  of  stocks,  London  Jhtg.  12 — 3 per  cenjt. 
consols  81  1-8  a 81  1-4;  Amer,  six  per  cents.  Ajug- 
8,  107. 

Flour  at  Liverpool  Aug.  14,  was  48s.  dull:  pot- 
ashes 50s.  pearl  .58  a 67;  cotton,  Georgia,  Is.  dd. 
a 1 9:  do.  New  Orleans  Is.  Od.  a Is.  lid.  ri<yB 
31s.  a 32- 

A great  dinner  was  given  at  the  Crown  or  An^ 
chor  tavern  to  celebrate  the  acquittal  of  Mr.  Waitson  j 
and  his  companions — Mr.  Hunt,  in  the  chair.  Wat«  * 
son,  Sec.  were  present.  The  toasts  were  decided  for 
reform. 

The  ship  Two  Friends,  with  upwards  of  100  j 
cers,  Englishmen,  to  join  the  revolutionists  is  Spanr 
ish  America,  sailed  from  Portsmouth,England,  Aug. 

1.  Facilities  were  afforded  by  gen.  Menzies,  the 
agent  of  the  Venezuelian  Republic.  The  Tv/v 
Friends  has  on  board  10,000  stand  of  arms,  l0,000 
cutlasses,  &c  arid  cleared  for  St.  Thomas  * 

A London  paper  of  August,  12,  says. — Govern- 
ment h:iving  adopted  the  resolution  of  fitiing  out 
armed  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
England  against  the  acts  of  pkacy  similar  to  thoao 
which  the  mej-chantmen  of  other  countries  have 
experienced  from  privateers  bearing  the  South- 
Anierica  flag,  the  ships  of  war  appointed  to  this  ne- 
cessary service  will  be  shortly  ready  to  sail.  Their 
first  destination  is  supposed  to  be  the  Rio  de  1^ 
Plata. 

A large  society  foi*  the  protection  of  tlie  cotton 
trade  has  been  projected  in  Loudon.  It  is  to  estab; 
Ush  correspondents  in  most  foreign  countries,  to 
obtain  information  connected  with  its  interests,  to 
confer  with  ministers,  &c.  It  was  remarked  that 
tlie  price  of  weaving  some  cotton  articles  iiad  fallen 
75  percent. 

The  consumption  of  cotton  wool  in  England  in  th^ 
present  year,  is  estimated  at  92  millions  of  pounds. 
Last  year  it  was  75  millions. 

A solar  micro  cope  has-been  constructed  in  Glas- 
gow upon  so  large  a scale  tiiat  hundreds  of  iuseefs 
were  discovered  by  it  devouring  the  body  of  a gnat,  , 
and  scores  that  had  lived  luxuriously  for  severa^l  i 
months,  on  the  leg  of  a moth  ! ! ! 

A Beacon  is  erecting  on  Carr  Rock,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  a bell  istu  be  con- 
tinually lolled  by  clock  work,  which  is  to  be  wound 
up  by  the  rising  of  the  tide. 

Richard  Soaper,  a Scavelman,  in  the  Plymouth 
dock-yard,  has  been  rewarded  byjthe  navy-board, 
with  the  sum  of  20  guinea.'^,  for  his  ingenuity  in  ^ 
inventing  a method  of  stopping  leaks  or  shot  holes,  ; 
under  water.  The  board  have  also  directed  that  i 
he  shall  receive  promotion. 

Roger  ly Connor,  esq.  a gallant,  distinguished, 
and  highly  accomplislied  and  wealthy  Irishman,  has 
been  acquitted  of  the  charges  against  him.  His  i 
great  fault  was  that,  by  his  liberality  and  goodness 
of  lieart,  he  was  too  much  beloved  by  the  people; 
his  influence  was  feared,  and,  to  get  rid  of  him,  a 
pack  of  rascals  were  hired  to  swear  he  had  robbed  ^ 
a mail  coach  many  years  before!  Though  the  charge 
was  so  ridiculous  as  to  have  made  it  a subject  for 
laughter  ip  other  circumstances — though  the  gen- 
tleman was  prepared  to  prove  a negative  as  clearly 
as  a person  at  JSTootka  Sound  could  have  done,  if  Ae  . 
had  been  charged  with  it — still  it  hung  over  him 
for  a long  time,  and  he  had  great  difficulty  to  get 
a trial — lie  was  tried,  and  instantly  acquitted.  In  I 
respect  to  this  gentlemen  we  observe  the  following 
vaihe  J^^ew-Yorh  Colmnbian — 

“Whep  one  reflects  on  the  present  system  of  the 

t 


NILKS’  RKGISTER— Si?l*TEWHKR  2f,  iSir— EORElGN  AK'l'l()LEsr 


British  jyovernment,  it  furnishes  not  a little  cause  for  To  his  excellency  Don  Jose  Pizarro^  first  secretary  oj 


triumph,  that  innocence  should  occasionally  triumph 
(even  in  Ireland;)  over  the  best  laid  plans  for  the 
destruction  of  those  who  have  been  suspected  of 
attachment  to  that  unfortunate  country.  Mr.  O’Con- 
nor, confiding  in  his  innocence,  and  with  a spirit 
worthy  of  a man  who  has  been  so  long  in  active  op- 
position TO  the  foreign  rulers  who  liave  tyrannized 
over  his  country,  did  not  suffer  himself  to  doubt 
for  a moment  of  the  result  public  trial  by  jury  ! 
In  this  confident  spirit  of  innocence  he  thus  wriles 
to  a friend  in  this  chy,  sometime  before  his  trial, 

“The  bearer, is  about  to  quit  this  miser- 

able wretched *provIiice  for  New-York,  and  is  desir- 
ous of  being  known  to  some  gentleman  of  respect- 
ability: he  is  well  recommended  to  me,  and  I hope 
you  will  give  him  your  countenance  and  advice  as 
to  t!ie  mode  to' be  adopted  by  a stranger  for  the 
attainment  of  the  object  he  has  in  view. 

“'I'his  country  is  no  longer  habitable ! Perjury 
and  villainy  of  every  kind  are  completely  organized; 
and  it  requires  only  a slight  unsuccessful  insurrec- 
tion to  introduce  a complete  confiscation  of  all  the 
real  estates  that  have  been  acquired  since  the  re- 
laxation of  file  penal  laws.  'I'lie  present  genera- 
tion may  possibly  witness  a renewal  of  those  scenes 
that  characterised  the  days  of  James  the  first  and 
Of  Wduam;  if  nol  of  that  celebrated  British  wortliy, 

CnOMWELt, 

“Our  people  are  well  aware  of  this,  and  you  may 
rely  on  it  that  the  greater  part  of  tlie  population 
will,  at  no  distant  period,  emigrate  to  tlie  New 
World  ! I am  only  dehayed  by  the  impossibility  of 
adjusting  my  affairs  in  a hurry— and  trust  that  I 
s'hall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  my  other 
friends  in  New -York  early  In  the  spring.” 

FHANCE. 

• A fuKhcr  reduction  of  the  foreign  troops  who 
have  held  possession  for  king  Loui.-,  is  spoken 
of — France  cantuit  pay  for  them. 


state,  &c.  &c.  j\tadri(l. 

.Miidiiil,  29th  June,  1817. 

Sir — My  last  note  to  you  on  the  case  of  R.  B 
Meade  was  on  the  9 Ji  of  May  last;  thatrepresenta-. 
tion,  induced  your  excellency  to  repeat  his  majesty’s 
orders  to  the  council  of  war,  to  the  end  that  it 
might  forthwitli  execute  the  consulta  which  has 
been  so  long  since  demanded  from  it.  It  was  to  be 
expected  that  in  a case  of  tltis  urgency,  when  the  li- 
berty, fortune,  bcallh  and  dome.stic  happiness  of  an 
innocent  man  had  been  wantonly  sacrificed,  tliat  the 
tribunal  would  have  hastened  to  repair  the  errors 
which  itlvad  fallen  into,  more  particularly  as  in  the 
name  of  my  government,  I had  demanded  the  liber- 
ty of  this  individual.  It  w;is  not  however  till  the 
16th  May,  that  the  fiscal’s  dictamen  was  given. 
That  document,  after  a vain  attempt  to  justify  the 
anterior  proceedings  complained  of,  concludes  in 
these  words: 

“But  at  present,  when  the  deposit  exists  in  actual 
cash,  as  the  treasurer  general  states,  and  when  the 
consulado  assure  us  that  it  demanded  IMeade  t« 
make  the  deposit  in  the  treasury  of  the  rents,  it 
appears  that  he  having  complied  with  those  two  ex- 
tremes, his  arrest  ought  no  longer  to  continue.” 

The  conclusion  which  the  fiscal  has  thus  .arrived 
at,  and  the  facts  on  \vl  ich  he  has  founded  it,  were  at 
true  txvelve  months  ago,  as  they  are  no-xo.  In  fine,, 
here  is  a formal  confession  of  the  fiscal  himself,  ac- 
cording to  which,  there  is  no  ground  j or  cgntinving 
theimpnsonment  q/**Iir.  Jl/eade  a single  moment;  but 
tiiough  this  dictawen  was  given  on  the  26l,h  May 
last,  Mr,  Meade  has  not  been  yet  released;  I there- 
fore pray  that  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to 
order  that  the  council  act  in  conformity  to  It  with- 
out the  le.ast  delay.  I renew  to  yoiir  excellency 
assurances  of  njy  most  distinguished  consideration. 
fSigned)  GEO,  W.  EllVING. 

[T:  is  belifcvea  that  the  chief  reason  of  Mr  Meade's 


Letters  from  Rome  announce  the  nomination  of  confinment  is  because  the  government  of  Spain 
Several  French  prelates  to  fill  the  high  ecolesiasti-  jowes  him  a great  deal  of  money — which  they  would 

limrck  )»i  nr»  1 1 vi  f rv  o iix  1 1 1 nrt  xtknt  rvPKit?  nr\  4-  ^ 'I 


«al  functions  whicli  have  been  so  long  vacant. — 
ArclibislAop  Talleyrand Perigord,  duke  “of  Kheims, 
is  appointed  to  the  see  of  Paris!” 

TiiC  expatriated  FrencJimen,  now  resident  io 
Flanders,-  are  ordered  to  quit  the  country;  the 
French  government  considering  them  dangerous 


torture  him  unto  a relinquishment  of  his  claims  to.] 
'Translation  of  another  letter  from  a Spanish  gentleatan 
dated  Madrid,  2i)ih  July,  1817. 

“It  is  determined  here  to  inflict  capital  punish- 
ment on  all  who  were,  liowevcr  remotely,  implica- 
ted in  the  affair  of  general  Lacy,  but  with  this  cruel 


neighbors,  and  that  of  the  Netherlands  troublesome  j refinement  of  discrimination — some  are  to  be  shot 
visitors.  | to  death  in  a military  way — others  to  be  strangled 

Among  the  emigrants  who  have  lately  \f garrotej — others  arc  lobe  h.anged  on  gibbets — and 


iJie  United  States  from  France,  is  cap:.  Bailliard, 
who  conveyed  Bonap.arte  from  Elba  to  France. 


We  are  satisfied,  that  the  reported  Incivility  of  i ladies  of  the  first  nobility 


ome  are  to  be  burnt  alive-,  this  is  tlie  age  of  civiliza- 
tion— and  among*  the  prisoners  loo  there  are  many 


Aurora. 


yie  duchess  of  Angowleme  to  Mrs.  Gallatin,  as  no- 
<Uced  in  our  last,  is  not  true. 


.Y  letter  from  Madrid  announces  that  St.  Ignace 
dm  Loyola  has  just  been  named  captain  general  oT 


Among  the  old  things  restored  in  France,  is  the  I the  Spanish  armies  and  invested  with  ihe  great  cor 
■monopoly  of  tobacco.  The  total  purchase  by  govern-  j don  of  Charles  III.  It  is  .*»  new  proof  of  the  credit 
j/ze7iMn  the  present  year,  amounts  to  7134  hhds. 

MAIUA  LO'  ISA  BONAPARTE. 

The  London  p ipers  contain  an  article  purporting 
to  be  a protest  of  the  ex  empress  Maria  Lousia, 


j and  favor  the  Jesuits  enjoy  in  the  kingdom. 

j POHTOt’Ar.. 

j The  capture  of  the  two  Portup’uese  indlamen,  ofT 
Lisbon,  by  a Buenos  Ayrcan  pri  .•  iteer,  h.as  created 


against  the  occupation  of  the  French  throne  by  the  inuch  excitement  there,  'i’liey  were  valued  at 
Bourbons.  The  Courier  announces  it  to  be  a for- 1 more  than  a million  and  a half  of  dollars,  and  own- 
gerv;  we  believe  it  is  one,  and  therefore  do  not  | ed  by  m:my  finlividuals  in  sma.U  .sliares;  attacliing 
publish  it.  The  London  papers  seem  now  to  be  great  blame  on  our  government  for  not  t;dcing  more 
zealous  to  bring  it  .about  that  the  boy  who  passes 
for  the  son  of  Napoleon  and  Maria  Louisia,  is  noi 
the  child  of  either. 


The  following  is  pubii.shed  iu  the  Aurora  as  the 
cGpy  of  a letter  from  our  minister  ;vl  Marlrid  on  the 
case  of  .Mr.  Meade,  whose  ong  and  un)ust  imprison- 
ment at  Cadiz  has  so  excited  vlte  public  sympathy  : 


prompt  and  effectual  measures  to  prevent  its  citi- 
zej'is  fror»  eiigaging  in  such  acts  of  “plunder  and 
piracy.”  Our  government  c-.mnot  do  any  thing 
more  in  tliis  business  tha!\  it  lias  done — our  cit>- 
may  go  wliere  they  please, — but  if,  as  before 
observed,  they  fight  u der  a foreign  flag,  they  can 
look  only  to  that  flag  f.r  protection,  and  are  every 
where  amenabie  to  tire  gene^-al  laws  cf  nations.  xYs 
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citizens  of  tlie  United  States  they  are  forbidden  to 
engage  in  such  enlerprizes,  and  liable  to  punisli- 
inentfor  it  by  law. 

Transports  v/ith  troops  about  4000  men,  have 
sailed  from  Portugal  for  Brazil. 

GEHMANT. 

The  elector  of  Hesse,  and  i.'ie  Hanse  towns,  have 
acceded  to  the  '^Ivdy  alliance.” 

Madame  Mur  d lias  sold  so  many  diamonds  at 
Vienna,  that  she  has  actually  lowered  the  price  from 
100  florins  *o  70  per  carats 

The  Hessiioi  government  has  discovered  a very 
effectual  vv«y  to  prevent  emigration.  Many,  who  had 
sold  off  their  property  and  were  prepared  to  leave 
the  country,  were  arrested  as  criminals,  and  sent 
to  the  hovse  of  correction.  This  is  perfectly  consis- 
tent  with  the  principles  on  which  the  *Hiberties  of 
JEurope”  have  been  “restored” — which  have  con- 
verted the  people  into  iihite-negro  slaves. 

Austria  has  prohibited  the  exportation  of  warlike 
stores  to  all  countries  in  a state  of  insurrection 
agrdnst  their  lawful  government. 

Vienna  July  20.— The  present  state  of  the  Aus« 
trian  army  has  been  officially  published  here.  The 
principal  officers  comprise  465  generals  and  380 
colonels:  of  vvbom  321  generals  and  163  colonels 
are  unemployed 

The  army  consists  of,  1st.  infantry,  58  regiments 
of  the  line,  21  battalions  of  grenadiers,  17  frontier 
regiments,  one  regiment  of  Vyrolean  chasseurs,  12 
.battalions  of  chasseurs,  and  five  garrison  battalions. 
— 2d,  cavalry,  eight  regiments  of  cuirassiers,  six 
regiments  of  dragoon.s,  seven  regiments  of  light 
horse,  12  regiments  of  hussars,  four  regiments  of 
hulans,  and  a corps  of  horse  gendarmerie  in  Lom- 
bardy.— 3d,  artillery,  five  regiments  of  artillery,  a 
corps  of  bombardiers,  and  19  corps  of  garrison  ar- 
tillery,--4th,  engineers,  six  generals,  30  staff  offi- 
cers, 102  supeiior  officers,  and  corps  of  sappers  and 
miners. 

The  Austrian  corps  forming  part  of  the  army  of 
occupation  in  France,  consist  of  six  regiments  of 
the  line,  two  battalions  of  foot  chasseurs,  two  regi 
.meiits  of  dragoons,  and  two  regiments  of  hus- 
sars. 

The  xiustrian  corps  stationed  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  consists  of  three  regiments  of  infantry  of 
the  line,  and  a regiment  of  dragoons. 

It  is  stated  that  according  to  a convention  which 
has  been  concluded,  the  whole  of  the  Austrian 
troops  will  have  evacuated  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
by  the  1st  of  October  next;  the  evacuation  will  be 
made  in  three  columns. 

BENMAKK. 

It  is  said  the  Danish  government  are  making  ex- 
traordinary exertions  for  the  re-establishment  of 
their  navy. 

Denmark  has  obtained  a loan  of  3 millions  of  dol- 
lars at  Genoa. 

SW-DEIN  AND  NODWAT. 

ThePrince  Royal  of  Sweden  and  his  son  Oscar 
are  expected  at  Christiana  towards  the  end  of  July. 
The  latter  will  be  installed  Viceroy  of  the  usurped 
kingdom  of  Norway,  by  especial  order  of  the  king. 
It  is  not  decided  whether  he  will  afterwards  fix  his 
residence  at  Christiana. 

An  obscure  allusion  is  made  in  several  of  the 
German  Journals,  to  an  attempt  at  assassinating  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Sweden.  It  is  said  that  six  indivi- 
duals were  engaged  in  this  conspiracy,  who  intend- 
ed to  obtain  admission  i ito  the  palace;  but  their 
p<-oject  being  discovered,  every  was 

taken  to  render  it  aborliv  e/ 


TUBKEY.  t 

At  Constantinople  a plot  has  been  discovered,  of 
which  the  aga  ( f the  Janissaries  is  supposed  to 
have  been  the  author.  He  was  removed  to  a strong 
castle,  and  there  he  died— how,  need  not  be  told  to 
those  who  understand  the  expeditious  treatment  of 
rebels  in  Turkey.  It  seems  the  grand  seignior  is  de- 
termined to  destroy  the  formidable  power  of  the 
Janissaries.  It  will  be  an  experiment  of  some  dif- 
ficulty and  danger. 

BABBABT  POWEBS, 

An  Algerine  cruiser  captured  a Russian  ship 
— but,  leaving  the  captain  and  four  of  her  crew  of* 
board,  they  recaptured  the  vessel,  and  drove  all 
the  pirates  overboard. 

EAST  INDIES. 

The  British  have  captured  the  fort  of  Hatrass — 
it  was  bombarded  with  forty  two  mortars,  besides 
Congreve  rockets;  the  principal  magazine  blew  up 
with  tremendous  effect,  by  which  200  men  were  kil- 
led. The  British  had  only  five  killed  and  eight  or 
ten  wounded — the  lo.ss  of  the  enemy  including  pri- 
soners, appears  to  have  been  about  one  thousand.  A 
part  of  the  garrison  escaped.  Hatr.ass  is  a very 
strong  fort,  surrounded  by  a ditch  120  feet  wide, 
and  80  feet  deep — its  capture  ha.s  been  followed  by 
the  surrender  of  Moorlan,  and  the  submission  of  its 
rajah,  Bhuivmit  Smghy  one  of  the  most  powerful  of' 
the  native  kings- 

Tbere  are  some  notices  of  various  other  military 
procedings;  the  result  of  ail  tending  more  firmly  tO' 
establish  the  despotism,  and  extend  the  already 
enormous  power  of  the  wholesale  butchers  of  the 
east. 

Two  women  lately  burned  themselves  on  the  fu« 
neral  pile  of  their  deceased  husbands.  The  Bri-i 
tish  authorities  compromised  with  the  natives,  tliat'^- 
they  might  do  it,  if  they  would,  being  unbound — 
they  asgeiiued  the  pile  firmly,  and  were  consumed^ 

WEST  INDIES. 

A royal  decree  was  issued  at  Madrid  whereby' 
the  cultivation,  sale  and  trade  of  all  kinds  of  tobac- 
co is  declared/ree  in  Cuba. 

hayti. 

W e have  a translation  of  the  funeral  sermon  occa-'' 
sioned  by  the  decease  of  the  late  ‘pnnceoj  the  bloody^ 
the  duke  of  Port  Jllargot,  8tc.  whose  death  was  no- 
ticed in  our  last.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
clever  black  fellow,  and  probably  was  worth  half  a 
score  of  others  of  his  ratih  in  Europe.  But  the  royal 

mummeries  of  these  negroes  are  as  ridiculous  as ' 

those  of  royalty  in  Europe.  And  they  appear  to  un-' 
derstand  the  doctrine  of  “legitimacy”  quite  as  welL 
as  the  Bourbons  or  Guelphs.  Either  is  sufficient  to 
make  a man  laugh,  even  in  the  famous  *^J\iovember 
loeathet'**  of  England,  the  season  of  suicide. 

We  have  a curious  statement  of  a contract  mader 
by  Petion  with  the  master  of  an  American  vessel^- 
for  a quantity  of  powder.  He  had  purchased  it  at 
75  cents,  payable  in  coffee,  at  a certain  rate — the 
coff  ee  was  delivered,  and  vessel  ready  to  sail,  when 
he  said  that  he  could  purchase  at  50  cents,  else- 
where, and  detained  the  vessel  for  an  abatement’ 
'rims  tl^e  matter  rests  at  present. 

FIOHIDA. 

By  a gentleman,  passenger  in  the  sloop  Hermit^- 
arrived  yesterday  morning  from  St.  Mary’s  we  have 
received  the  following  intelligence: 

On  the  4th  inst.  general  M'Gregor  resigned  the 
command  of  the  patriot  troops  stationed  on  Amelia 
Island.  He  stated  that  his  reasons  for  resigning, 
were,  that  he  liad  been  deceived  by  the  company 
who  were  to  supply  him  with  the  means  to  carry 
op.  th^  W81J  in  Tlorii^a,  Me  and  h;§  lady  had  gone- 
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Oil  board  the  privateer  (Jen-  nd  -M'Gregor,  boui  cl 
to  Baltimope.  Colonels  Posey  and  Parker,  wiiii  a 
number  of  officers  tnd  men,  hud  abandoned  the 
cause.  The  force  on  the  island  was  about  forty 
jofficers  and  men.  There  were  lying  opposite  the 
island,  the  Buenos  Ayrean  privateer  brig  Morgiana, 
of  18  guns  and  about  100  men,  the  national  brig 
St  .losepli,  cf  10  guns  and  67  men;  the  privateer 
General  M‘Gregor,  of  10  guns  and  65  men.  'I'he 
Venezuelian  privateer  schooner  Jupiter  had  arrived 
on  the  9th  inst.  with  a French  hermaphrodite  brig, 
a prize,  loaded  with  sugar  and  collee. 

On  the  night  of  tiie  8th  September  about  350 
Spanish  troops,  principally  negroes,  arrived  on  the 
island;  and  on  tlie  morning  of  the  9lh  attacked  the 
patriots  about  a mile  from  llie  town  of  Fernandina, 
but  were  beaten  off  with  the  loss  of  a major  and 
horse  killed,  and  one  taken  prisoner.  The  loss  of 
the  patriots  vv-as  two  killed  and  four  wounded.  On 
tlie  niglitof  the  lOth,  they  made  another  attack,  and 
were  again  beaten  off,  without  the  loss  of  any  on 
either  side. 

A small  Spanish  schooner  arrived  on  the  11th 
inst.  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  slaves:  not 
knowing  the  place  was  in  the  hands  of  the  patriots, 
went  in  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  th  e Morgiana. 

[S&.  Fat. 

Several  very  v.aluable  Spanish  ships,  prizes,  have 
probably  arrived  at  Amelia, 

BRITISH  AMERICA, 

Montreal  .Mvg.  30. — By  an  official  article  which 
we  have  copied  from  tlie  Quebec  Gazette,  we  find 
that  British  North  America  lumber  is  to  be  put  on 
the  same  footing,  in  respect  to  duties,  in  England, 
as  that  from  foreign  countries,  which  will,  in  the 
completesl  manner, />ro/ii6?7  us  from  participating  in 
ihat  valuable  branch  oj  track. 

“SPANISH  AMEIITCA.'’* 

The  patriots  have  full  possession  of  the  province 
of  Guayana,  of  which  Angustura  is  the  capital. 

The  Spaiiisli  prize  ship,  noticed  in  our  last  as 
lying-  off  the  eastern  coast,  deserted  by  her  crew, 
has  been  towed  ashore  at  cape  Elizabeth — and  the 
articles  remaining  on  board,  which  appear  valuable, 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  proper  authoi-ities.  Ano- 
ther vessel,  a prize  also,  reported  to  be  in  a sink- 
ing condition,  has  been  boarded  off  the  coast  by  a 
fishing  schooner,  which  was  freighted  with  the 
most  valuable  effects,  and  has  arrived  with  them. 

The  privateer  True-Blooded-Yankee,  capt.  Jew- 
ett, has  captured  after  a short  action,  a Spanish 
sloop  of  war, 

Tlie  frigate  that  lately  arrived  at  HaV.ana  from 
Vera  Cruz,  with  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars on  board,  has  sailed  for  Cadiz. 

We  have  accounts  from  Buenos  »^yres  of  the  1st 
uf  July.  They  are  of  interest  only  as  shewing  that 
Chili  is  relieved  of  the  royalists. 

A Buenos  Ayrean  brig  called  the  Calypso,  mount- 
ing 12  long  18  pounders,  a formidable  vessel,  lately 
appeared  off  Charleston,  with  a large  prize  ship  in 
dompany,  and  proceeded  to  Amelia. 


CHRONICLE. 

Brawny  who  accompanied  t^he  president 
dnliis  western  tour,  arriving  at  Pittsbufg,  was  there 
invited  to  and  partook  of  a public  dinner  given  by 
the  citizens.  Tlie  first  of  the  regular  toasts  offereul 
on  the  occasion  was— “Our  country;  tJie  abode  of 
liberty  and  peace.  The  most  tender  recollections 
invite  us  to  cherish  that  national  feeling,  which, 
wliilst  it  advances  her  pro.sperity,  vv.ffl,  at  all  lia- 
maiat^in  ber  hO^wr.”  ‘ : 


The  health  of  the  general  being  drank,  he  thanked 
the  company,  ami  gave  the  following  toast — “My 
fellow  citizens  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg — distingni.slv- 
ed  in  a great  state,  for  intelligence  airl  enterprize — 
may  tlieir  efforts  to  add  to  national  prosperity,  re- 
ceive, as  they  merit,  national  support."’ 

Gen.  Scott  has  lately  visited  Quebec.  A writer,, 
in  one  of  the  papers  there,  referring  to  the  injunc- 
tion of  Washington — “in  peace  prepare  for  war,”  is 
very  anxious  that  he  should  not  see  too  mucli.  The 
British  will  hardly  return  the  courtesy  of  too  many 
of  our  officers,  who,  during  the  war,  had  so  profound 
a respect  for  every  thing  English,  that  they  exposed 
to  pri.soners,  and  otheis,  every  thing  under  their- 
charge!  But  mos;  of  them  learnt  that  so  great  hos-. 
pitcilitij  was  not  justifiable,  before  tlie  end  of  the 
contest. 

Gambling. — Among  the  persons  lately  convicted 
at  Albany  of  criminal  practices,  a certain  William 
Kennedy  was  sentenced  to  fine  and  imprisonment 
for  cheating  in  a game,  called  in  the  ir.lictment,^ 
High  cockney-rorum,  or  drop-the  pidgeonf^* 

A c;  ptain  Jacobson,  a native  of  Hamburg,  we  be- 
lieve, but  now  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  has 
been  convicted  before  tlie  circuit  court  of  the  U.  S.. 
judge  Livingston  presiding,  of  causing  a vessel  to 
be  sunk  at  sea  txi  defraud  the  underwriters,  and 
sentenced  to  death. 

The  Americans  at  Paris  celebrated,  in  great  style>- 
the  anniversary  of  their  country’s  independence — 
Mr.  Brown,  late  senator  from  Louisiana,  presided;' 
Mr.  Rodman,  vice-president.  Among  the  invited 
guests  were  genei*als‘  La  Fayette,  JHioltis  and  St. 
Simon.  The  set-toasts  were  good — the  following 
are  some  of  the  volunteers: 

By  gen.  La  Fayette — The  friends  of  liberty  in 
both  hemispheres — and  may  the  doctrine  of  rights 
every  where  prevail  over  the  doctrine  of  privileges. 

By  gen.  Miollis — May  the  prosperity  of  the  U. 
States,  already  great,  continue  to  increase. 

By  gen.  St.  Simon — The  freedom  of  mdustry  in  the 
old  and  new  world — The  source  of  national  wealth 
and  happiness. 

By  Mr.  WUlhouse — The  high  destinies  of  Ame^, 
rica  rightly  understood;  tl.e  only  government  on 
earth  which  founds  its  glory  upon  the  happiness, 
and  not  on  the  misery  of  the  people. 

By  Mr.  Ely— United  States’  six  per  cents. — afe 
home  above  par — abroad  above  other  stocks. 

After  Mr.  Gallatin  and  gen.  La  Fayette  had  re- 
tired, they  were  very  respectfully  remembered  in 
the  flowing  cup,  a-  d with  “enthusiastic  applause,*^ 

A very  mortal  fever  prevails  at  Charleston  and 
Beaufort,  S.  C.  and  New-Orleans. 

Prices  current. — At  New-Orleuns,  Aug.  17 — flour^ 
4 a 6§,  nominal;  tobacco,  4 a 6,  no  sales;  whiskey 
62  a 70,  no  sales. — Flour  at  Halifax,  September  11^ 
17A  dollars,  and  very  scarce. 

T'he  tide  of  emigration  to  the  United  St:ites  iii 
unabated.  The  editor  feels  confirmed  in  his  opi, 
nion  that  the  emigrants  will  amount  to  30,000  for. 
the  year  1817. 

Vermomt  election. — Gov.  Qcdusha  is  re-elected,  and 
the  republican  ticket  has  prevailed  by  an  increased 
majority. 

Connecticut  election. — The  republican  ticket  has 
prevailed  in  this  state  by  a very  large  majority,  and 
tlie  contemplated  reforms  are  expected  to  take 
place — the  Slate  will  have  a constitution.  A letter 
to  the  editor  says  that  the  majority  in  llie  assem* 
bly  will  be  upwards  forty  “old  fa.shioned  repub- 
licans.” They  liave  also  succeeded  in  the  election 
of  Uieir  council  nomination — each  branch  ofliie  go- 
vernm.eutmust,  llierelorej  be  repulilican.  Lutex'Vd* 
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vices  give  the  following  statement  of  the  represen-  Earbart’s  salt  works  on  the  Arkansas,  on  that  clns- 
tatives  of  the  several  counties—  ter  of  streams  called  the  Six-Bulls,  and  above  the 
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boundary  line  lately  run  between  the  interior  coun- 
ties of  this  territory  and  the  Osage  couni ry. 

The  Osages  are  aw'are  of  the  intended  attack,  but 
cannot  believe  they  will  be  met  by  sucli  a formida- 
ble force. 

As  they  always  fight  the  pitched  battles  on  horse- 
back, it  is  probable  they  will  be  defeated  in  that 
broken  country  which  they  have  cliosen  for  the  com- 
bat. 
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Marine  officers ^ — The  question  respecting  the 
court  martial  for  the  trial  of  certain  charges  against 
the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  ir.  at  length 
^ttled,  and  tlie  court  commenced  the  trial  on  Sa- 
turday, with  the  addition  to  its  former  members  of 
col.  Jkscp  of  the  army,  and  of  two  oificers  of  ma- 
rines, major  Smith  and  major  Wainwhisht— -JVa/. 
Int. 

United  States  BanA:.— There  will  probably  be  a 
branch  of  this  bank  in  every  state.  The  flourishing 
town  of  Fayetteville  has  been  selected  for  one  in 
Xorth-Garolina. 

Washington  monument. — A vessel  has  arrived  at 
New-York,  which,  some  of  the  papers  tell  us,  has 
brought  from  Italy  the  “Washington  monument 
to  be  erected  at  Baltimore!”  This  is  a mistake — 
there  is  no  vessel  in  the  world  big  enough  to  carry 
this  monument — it  is  erecting  of  native  ntarble. 
The  vessel  has  brought  out  some  of  the  ornamental 
parts  for  the  “Battle  monument.” 

Kidnapping. — A fellow  convicted  of  stealing  a 
free  negro  boy  and  of  selling  him  for  a slave,  de- 
tected in  Virginia,  has  been  brought  to  Baltimore, 
tried,— found  guilty,  and  sent  to  hard  labor  in  the 
penitentiary  for  five  years. 

JVevj-Orfeans — is  sickly,  the  deaths  are  said  to 
amount  to  twelve  per  day,  exclusive  of  the  Kentuc- 
ky and  other  boat-men,  who  are  said  to  disappear 
by  “boat  loads.”  We  are  happy  to  learn,  however 
that  the  fever  was  abating. 

The  11th  September. — was  celebrated  by  a ball  at 
Plattsburgh.  Gen.  Scott,  col.  Totten  and  col.  Snel- 
ling  and  their  ladies,  and  col.  Atkinson,  and  most 
of  the  officers  of  the  6th  regiment,  were  present. 

Indian  battle.  The  St.  Louis  paper  of  the  23d  of 
August  contains  the  following  account  of  preparato- 
ry movements  for  a great  fntiian  battle. 

By  • gentleman  just  arrived  from  New  Orleans, 
via  river  Ouachitta,  vve  are  informed  that  a formida- 
ble coalilion  of  Indian  tribes  have  assembled  at  the 
C(ierokee  villages  on  the  Arkansas,  consisting  of 
Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Shawanoes,  and  Delawares 
from  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Caddo’s, 
Cosbaites,  Tankawahs,  Comanches  and  the  Chero- 
kees of  the  Arkansas,  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war 
against  the  Osages.  The  Coshattes,  Tankawahs  and 
Caddo’s  of  Red  river,  and  the  Cherokees  ofthe  Ar- 
kansas, complain  that  the  Osages  are  perpetually 
sending  .strong  war  parties  into  their  country,  kil- 
ling small  bimtlng  bands  of  their  people,  and  driving 
off  their  horses.  Our  informant  travelled  part  of 
the  distance  between  the  Ouachitta  and  Arkansas 
rivers  with  a large  party,  going  on  to  join  the  con- 
federate troops.  They  had  six  field  .pieces  with  se- 
veral  whites  and  half  breeds,  who  learned  the  use 
of  artillery  under  general  Jackson  last  war.  They 
said  they  were  informed  that  the  Osages  had  built 
forts,  to  wiiich  they  Intended  to  retreat  after  the  ge- 
neral battle,  which  it  is  thought  will  be  fought  near 


Punctuality. — The  late  Mr.  Scott,  of  Exeter,  who 
died  a few'  days  ago,  travelled  on  business  till  about 
80  years  of  age.  He  was  ono  of  the  most  celebrated 
characters  in  the  kingdom  for  punctualily,  and  by 
his  methodical  conduct,  joined  to  uniform  dilij,.'  ice, 
he  gradually  amassed  a* large  fortune.  For  a long 
series  of  years  the  proprietor  of  evei*y  inn  he  fre- 
quented in  Devon  and  Cornwall  knew  the  d.ay  and 
the  very  hour  he  would  arrive.  A gentleman  being 
on  his  journey  in  Cornwall  stopped  at  a small  inn 
at  Port  Isaac  to  dine.  The  waiter  presented  him 
with  a bill  ©f  fare,  which  he  did  not  approve  of, 
but  observing  a fine  duck  roasting,  “I’ll  have  that”- 
— said  the  traveller.  “You  can’t,  sir.”  said  the  land- 
lord,  “it  is  for  Mr.  Scott,  of  Exeter.” — “I  know 
Mr.  Scott  very  well,”  rejoined  the  gentleman;  “he 
is  not  in  your  house.” — “True,  sir,”  said  the  land- 
lord, “but  six  months  ago,  tuhen  he  was  here  last,  he 
ordered  a duck  to  be  ready  foY-  him  this  day  precisely 
at  2 o^clock,^*  and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  traveller 
he  saw  the  old  gentleman,  o . his  Rosinante,  jogging 
into  the  inn  yard  about  five  minutes  before  the  .Ap- 
pointed time.  [London  paper. 

The  bible  society  at  Petersburg  had  lately  a meet- 
ing there,  at  which  prince  Gfdlltzin  stated  that  tiie 
whole  number  of  societies,  established  to  promote 
the  circulation  of  the  word  of  God,  amounted  to  at 
least  a thousand,  of  which  700  are  in  Europe. 

J^ewtonian  theory. — The  French  general  Alix  has 
published  a work  in  the  French  language,  at  Frank- 
fort and  Lelpsic,  in  which  he  pretends  to  point  out 
the  true  structure  to  the  universe,  and  to  overturn 
the  theory  of  JSi'ewton  respecting  attraction. 

Jin  Flm  Tree  is  standing  near  Providence,  R. 
vvhich  measures,  four  feet  from  the  ground,  21  feet 
in  circumference.  There  ai*e  18  main  branche6^ 
averaging  six  feet  three  Inches  in  circumference; 
the  circtimference  of  the  whole  outline  of  the  bran- 
ches is  378  feet! 

Something  singular. — A large  substance,  resemb- 
ling tallow,  has  been  dug  out  of  the  ground  in  this 
village,  about  two  feet  under  the  surface  of  the 
earth.  It  is  two  .and  a half  feet  long,  ;^d  from  tsvo 
to  three  inches  in  diameter;  its  surface  of red- 
dish mould,  and  appears  to  have  been  a long  lime 
in  the  earth.  [Chautaugue  Gazette. 

Five  Franc  Pieces. — By  the  act  regulating  the 
currency  of  the.  United  States,  Five  Franc  Piece.s 
of  coin  are  fixed  at  the  value  of  93  cents  and 
mills. 

Origin  of  Bankers. — The  mint  was  formerly  used 
by  merchants  in  England  to  lotlge  their  money  in^ 
till  t^ie  king  made  free  wdtli  it  in  1640;  after  which, 
trusting  to  servants,  till  too  many  run  to  the  army, 
they  lodged  it  with  gold-smiths,  whose  businesjs 
was  to  buy  and  sell  plate  and  foreign  coins,  who 
at  first  paid  four  pence  per  oent.  per  diem,  but 
loaned  to  others  at  higiier  interest,  and  so  became 
the  first  bankers  in  the  year  1645. — London  paper. 

Washington,  (f  Benn-J  Jlug'ust  25.—We  broke  ICE 
this  morning,  25th  of  August,  as  thick  as  common 
soal  leather,  which  had  ti’Qze  d.urtng  last  night;. 
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Demonstrations  of  Expenditure. 


GRKAT  BRITAIN  AND  THE  i:^NITED  STATES. 


cli 


'Fhe  first  set  of  the  diagi'ams  j^iven  below,  are  copied  from  the  ^^Livevpvol  Courier'^  Eacl 
square  is  said  to  “shew  the  extent  and  proportion  of  the  difierent  branmes  of  public  expen* 
diture  of  tlie  British  empire;”  its  object  is  to  demonstrate  tliat  relief  promised  from  the 
abolition  oi'  jmnsiems  and  sinecures  is  wholly  fiillacioiis,  and  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  strik- 
ing at  tlie  great  causes  of  expenditure,  especially  that  on  account  of  the  national  debt. 

The  second  set,  relating  to  the  United  St.ates,  have  been  drawn  by  the  editor  of  the  WnrK- 
VY  Register,  on  thesa^i^  scale  as  tliose  laid  down  for  Great  Britain,  that  a comparison  may* 
at  once  be  made.  It  should,  however,  be  observed,  that  in  the  amount  of  the  annual  ex- 
penditure of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  cost  of  the  debt,  is  included  an  actual  regular  rc- 
duction  of  the  national  debt  of  about^re  millions  per  annum— -or,  equal  to  nearly  5 per  cent. 
of  the  present  ca,pital;*  while  that  ot  Great  Britain  is  increasing. 


GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Total  anninl  exp<»Tn’itiire  of  Great 
BCfriin  n''"*  Irrlavd. 


UNITED  STATES. 


'1  oUi  uimual 
of 

the  U.  States. 


Public  debt,  In- 
an  actual 
reduction  ol'5  per 
Cent,  ua  llie  capi- 
tal. 


Civil  list,  iiiciiKlinj: 
iTiiscdiaiieous  « xpc;  - 
ditnres,  pensions  i.i 
invalids,  aiul  cx'c;  j 
otficr  iliiDiiricnu  iii. 


Besides  the  above,  the  British  editor  should  have  added  puor-rate.s  and  lythes;  Inch,  ac< 
cording  to  the  preceding  scale,  would  stand  about  thus: 


Tythc* — only 


The  last,  the  tythes,  alone,  being  as  large  as  the  diagram  shewing  the  lidioU  disbursemont 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

|c:7^The  scale  is  so  small  that,  as  it  applies  to  the  United  States,  it  is  hardly  possible  to 
inake  it  mathematically  just— but  it  is  sufficiently  so  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a general  com- 
pavison,  for  u'hich  it  is  designed,  though  coarsely  done. 

*The  actual  reduction  of  the  debt  i.s  equal  to  about  one-liRh  of  the  wAsfe  eorpcndiiy  -e  of  the  UmviU 
States. 

voi.  XII r. — 6. 
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Tlic  colonization  scheme. 

To  say  that  I would  be  a zealous  friend  of 
any  rightful  ami  reasonable  scheme  that  could 
bo  adopted  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  our 
black  population,  or  lessen  their  number,  would 
be  superfluous,  'fliose  who  have  read  the 
Weekly  Register,  I flatter  myself,  have 
found  me  consistent,  I never  have  made  one 
rule  of  right  for  one  set  of  men,  or  for  one 
Country,  and  advocated  its  opposite  as  appli- 
cable to  another.  The  doctrme  of  expediency 
is  the  doctrine  of  tyrants — ^the  fertile  source 
of  most  of  the  evils  of  the  human  race — yet 
necessity  may  supercede  law:  and,  perhaps, 
even  acts  of  violence  are  sometimes  justified 
to  repi'ess,  or  exl^nguish,  a greater  and  more 
permanent  evil.  But  who  shall  settle  boun- 
daries to  power.^  Who  restrain  the  impetu- 
osity of  man  armed  with  a little  brief  authori- 
|.y? — Hie  labor ^ hoc  opus  est, 

I entirely  4isUke  the  cynical  spirit  that  finds 
fault  without  offering  a substitute  for  the  thing 
condemned.  Yet,  while  I profess  myself  with- 
out any  hope  of  success  in  the  colonization 
project  1 freel}"  acknowledge  that  I have  no- 
thing better  to  offer.  I am  only  afraid  that,  by 
having  our  attention  directed  abroad^  we  may 
neglect  our  means  at  home.  ’Fnis  is  the  opera- 
tion of  things  in  too  many  important  par  ticu- 
lars in  the  United  tates.  It  is  in  ourselves, 
and  by  ourselves  only,  that  we  have  to  expect 
any  important  or  permanent  improvement  of 
our  condition,  in  any  respect.  Foreign  af- 
fairs are  as  one  of  the  many  items  that  conduce 
to  these;  we  would  not  disregard  them — but 
tiie  people  have  placed  too  gi'eat  a Value  upon 
them. 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  annexed 
estimate  is  too  nigh.  If  it  is  so,  and  we  de- 
duct cent,  from  it,  the  amount  still 

left  is  formidable  enough  to  repress  every  ex- 
pectation of  success  in  the  project.  If,  at  so 
much  cost  and  trouble,  we  find  15,000  annual- 
ly willing  to  go  to  a strange  land,  and  effect 
their  transportation,  what  is  the  conseauence.^ 
^~in  the  mean  time  we  shall  have  haa  55  or 
60,000  such  persons  born  amongst  us,  and  no 
sensible  eftect  will  be  to  be  discerned. 

Let  us  look  at  home.  Let  the  talents,  the 
zeal,  the  influence  and  the  wealth  excited  in 
behalf  of  the  plan  iov  foreign  colonization,  be 
ftomesticated  to  the  relief,  protection  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  unfortunate  race — and  some- 
thing, I know  not  what,  perhaps,  may  be  fall- 
en on  to  bring  about  an  object  so  much  to  be 
desired,  as  an  amelioration  of  their  condition, 
if  not  a remote,  but  ultimate,  change  of  their 
circumstances. 

In  the  West  Indies,  this  wretched  race  of 
liien  are  regaided  exactly  in  the  same  light 
that  we  regard  horses^^nd  are,  in  like  manner 


branded  by  ahot  iron  with  their  owner’s  namc!*^ 
— Their  situation  in  any  part  ot  tiie  United 
states  is  much  better  than  it  is  in  the  \Vest 
indies;  but  we  blush  at  tl\e  manifestation  of  a 
disposition  to  t.  eat  them  as  bad,  and  to  fo;  bid 
the  probability  of  their  ever  becoming  useful, 
except  as  slaves.  The  e are  laws  existing  (we 
believe)  to  punish  persons  for  teacliing  them  to 
read — and  those  who  commend  su  h lavv.-i  rail 
at  the  “degeneracy”  and  “bruta  Ity”  of  t!ie 
blacks!  A bishop  of  an  eslahlished  church 
would  not  do  more  than  this — produce  a Cu  Use 
and  condemn  the  effect! 

No  question  that  ever  presented  it-.elf  to  my 
mind,  was  so  much  hedged  by  -iivc  i.  ' K . I 
have  thought  much  upon  it,  fo  1 have  believed 
tliat“Godis  just;”  but  never  yet  wa-  aide  to  fix 
upon  any  thing  even  agreeable  to  my  own  mind, 
regarding,  alike,  tlie  rights  and  safety  of  the  t4v0 
parties  concerned  in  the  affai  . To  e Tfl'ct  this, 
would  be  to  me  a greater  glory  tlian  to  have 
won  the  victory  of  * aterloO; — ^l^ut  it  has  bo- 
thered wise*-  heads  than  mine,  omething  ^l;at 

will  ve'^y  gradually,  but  constantly,  conduct 
us  to  the  desired  end,  may  possibly  strike  a 
philanthropic  mind — and,  I would  only  add, 
that  that  something  must  be  looked  for  at  home. 

From  the  Uwted  Srate-,^  Gaz-'tie. 

Estimate  of  the  time  and  expenses  of  transporting, 
maintaining,  and  establishing^,  exclusive  of  the 
charges  of  governing  and  protecting  a colony  of 
free  people  of  color,  in  Africa,  as  proposed  by 
the  American  Colonizat  ion  Society. 

In  the  United  States,  there  are  now,  1, 500,009 
people  of  color  (of  whom  1,200,000,  are  slaves.) 
If  it  is  contemplated  to  remove  but  one  tliird  of  this- 
number,  to  the  colony,  at  least  34  years  will  be  re- 
quired for  that  purpose,  as  not  more  than  15,000, 
can  be  transported  in  any  one  year. 

To  remove  15,000  in  one  year,  will  require  about 
60  ships  or  vessels,  as  it  would  be  dangerous  and 
oppressive  to  send  on  board  of  any  one  vessel,  more 
than  250  persons. 

The  transportation  of  15,000  person.s 
in  60  ships,  in  each  year,  will  cost 
§75  for  each  person,  being  for  the 
15,000  persons  §1,125,000 

The  expenses  of  clothing  and  fitting 
each  colonist  for  the  voyage,  as  it 
is  known  almost  every  one  wUl  be 
unprovided  for  such  an  expedilion, 
will  be  at  least  §25,  each,  making 
for  15,000  375,00# 

It  is  contemplated,  by  the  present 
plan  of  the  American  colonization 
society,  to  find  each  colonist  with 
food  for  one  year,  after  his  arrival 
in  Africa,  the  charges  for  which, 
as  provisions  must  be  sent  from 
America,  will  not  be  less  than  §75 
for  each,  making  for  15,000  1,125,000 

It  is  also  contemplated,  and  admitted 
to  be  necessary,  by  the  advocates  of 

*The  following  are  examples  of  the  manner  of 
advertising  runaways  in  Jamaica — a cre- 

ole,marked  C.  M.  on  right  shoulder** — **Tom,  a creole, 
marked  H.  W.  L.  on  right  breast**— William,  0 
mundingo,  mfV'ked  I.  /T.  on  hi9  breasts** 


NILES’  REGISTEn— OCTOBER  4, 1817— PAOLI  MONtTMF.NT. 


8? 


this  nfrin,  to  clothe  each  co’onist 
fo"  Uvu  years  after  his  arrival  in 
Afncu,  the  expenses  of  which,  may 
he-  compiileil  for  each  year  §25, 
be-n.^  §50  for  every  colonist  in  the 
two  years,  and  making  for  15,000 

Tiie  puiT.hRse  of  l.*nd,  supposing  for 
every  family  of  10  persons,  one  hun- 
dred acres  are  procured,  will  re- 
quire every  year  for  15,000  colo- 
nists 150,000  acres,  which  will  cost 
not  less  than  twenty  cents  per  acre, 
and  will  amount  to 

The  cost  of  agricultural  instruments^ 
articles  for  domestic  purposes,  the 
erection  of  buildings  for  each  fami- 
ly, and  of  mills  for  tho  preparation 
of  the  products  of  their  industry 
for  food  or  market,  will  not  be  less 
for  eacii  family  than  §75,  and  for 
the  1,500  families  will  be 

Amowiting  to  an  aggregate  annual 
expenditure  aj 


750,000 


30,000 


122,500 


4,797,500 


And  to  the  aggregate  exnenditure  for 

the  500,000  colonists  of  163,115,000 


By  the  period  the  500,000  are  com- 
pletely colonized,  the  remaining 
coloured  populatioa  of  the  United 
States  will  have  increased  to 
3,000,000,  and  to  colonize  tiiem  at 
the  rate  of  90,000  per  year,  will 
require  34  years  »nd  360  ships, 
each  transporting  250  persons,  and 
the  annual  expenses  of  these  colo- 
nists according  to  the  foregoing  es- 
timate, will  be  28,795,000 


And  the  aggregate  cost  of  colonizing 
the  whole  of  those  persons,  includ- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  first  colo- 
ny of  500,000,  will  §979,030,000 


Paoli  Monument. 

At  a meeting  of  the  ‘^Republican  Artille- 
isfs  of  Chester  county,”  held  on  the  fourth  of 
July,  18l7 — Isaac  1).  Barnard,  esq.  presid- 
ing, and  Dr.  vVm.  Darlington,  acting  an 
vice  president;  after  the  proceedings  in  ho- 
nor or  the  day  had  been  gone  through,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions  were  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  the  company,  and 
unanimously  adopted: — 

On  the  20th  or  ^^cptember  next,  it  will  have 
been  /or^y  years  since  a number  of  our  I'evo- 
lutionary  heroes,  commanded  by  the  gallant 
gen.  Wayne,  were  massacred  in  the  most 
savage  manner  by  the  British,  in  a night  at- 
tack, near  the  PaolL  The  soil  which  has 
been  consecrated  by  the  remains  of  these  patri- 
ots, is  exposed  to  the  invasion  of  every  rude 
and  careless  footstep,  with  no  enclosure  to 
protect  it— without  even  the  humble  memorial 
of  a stone  to  designate  the  spot,  w here  sleep 
our  brave  defenders.  . Yet  a few  sliort  years, 
and  conjecture  alone  could  point  to  tlie  turf 
tvhich  wraps  liie  men,  who  raid  dow'n  tlieir 


lives  that  we  might  live  free  and  independent. 

Moved  by  sensibilities  which  these  reflections 
call  forth,  and  which  they  can  never  wish  to 
repress,— the  Republican  ^Artillerists  of  Ches- 
te  ■ county,  believe  it  would  be  highly  becom- 
ing in  thein,  to  attempt  such  measures  as  will 
enable  them  to  pay  a tribute  of  respect,  which 
has  so  long  bee«  due,  to  the  memory  of  de- 
parted nerit:  They  therefore 

Resolve^  That  Isaac  1).  Barnard,  Joshua 
Evans,  Jr.  and  Joseph  Pearce,  es(|uires,  be  a 
committee  to  make  arrangements  for  enclosing, 
in  a durable  manner,  tiie  graves  of  the  brave 
men  who  perished  in  the  massacre,  near  tlie 
Paoli,  on  the  20th  September,  1777;  and  also 
to  procure  a stone,  witli  an  appropriate  inscrip- 
tion, to  be  placed  in  such  part  of  the  enclo- 
sure as  shall  be  deemed  most  expedient. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  enjoined  upon  said  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  siicli  of  our  surviving  re- 
volutionary patriots  as  can  conveniently  be 
consulted,  with  respect  to  the  most  eligible 
mode  of  performing  this  duty;  and  also  that 
the  committee  be  directed  to  open  a subscrip- 
tion paper  for  tlie  pp-rpose  of  defraying  Hie 
expense  of  the  same;  to  which  our  (ellow-citi- 
zens  generally  are  hereby  respectfully  invited 
to  contribute. 

Resolved,  that  so  soon  at  the  said  committee 
shall  be  enabled  to  go  on  with  the  work,  they 
be  directed  to  have  the  same  executed  in  the 
best  possible  manner;  and,  if  practicable,  to 
have  it  in  suck  a state  of  for\vardnes3  that  it 
may  be  completed,  in  the  presence  of  the  coin- 
paire,  on  Saturday  tlie  20th  September  next. 

Jtesolved,  that  in  case  the  undertaking  can 
be  accomplished  by  the  time  aforesaid,  thii 
company  will  assemble  at  tlie  Paoli,  on  the  an- 
niversaiy  of  the  catasti-ophe,  and  proceed 
from  thence  to  the  place  of  burial,  to  close  the 
ceremony  with  the  usual  military  honors. 

In  confonnUy  with  those  vesolutions  the* 
committee  proceeded  to  the  performance  of  the 
duty  assigned  them.  ‘I’lie  iumulus,  or  duster 
of  graves,  in  which  the  soldiers  were  interred, 
was  enclosed  by  a substantial  stone  wall,  form- 
ing an  oblong  square,  from  north  to  south,  six- 
ty-five feet  long  by  twenty  feet  \vide*  \vitli  a 
gate  in  the  middle  of  the  westeiai  side-wall. 
A haiKlsome  marble  monument,  eight  feet  and. 
an  half  in  height,  was  then  procured  an<l 
erected  In  the  centre  of  the  enclosure.  Upon 
the  four  sides  of  the  die  of  the  moiiirnient, 
wfliich  is  a solid  block  of  marble  four  feet  iit 
height,  and  tweiity  inches  square,  the  foJldrvt- 
ing  hiscriptions  are  engraved — 

(On  the  west  side  -fronting  tbo  gite.') 

S ACHED 

to  the  memory  of  the 
PATIUOTS 

who  on  Ui!3  spot  fell  a sacrifice 
to 

BRITISH  BARBARITY, 

diTrmg  tlie  struggle 


u 
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AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE^ 

on  the  nig-ht  of  the 
twentieth  September 

iw. 

(On  the  south  side:) 

Here  repose 
the  remains  of  fifcv-three' 

AMERICAN  SOLDIERS^ 

who  were  the  victims  of 
cold-blooded  cnielty 
in  the  well  known 
‘•MASSACRE  AT  THE  PAOU/’ 
while  under  the  command 
of 

GENERAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE, 
an  officer 

whose  military  conduct,  bravery  and  humanity, 
were  equally  conspicuous 
throughout  the 

REVOLUTION AlU  WARi 

(On  the  north  side.) 

THE  , 

ATROCIOUS  MASSACRE 
which 

this  stone  commemorates 
was  perpetrated 
by 

BRITT^H  TROOPS, 

under  the 

immediate  command 
of 

MAJOR-GENERAL  GREY. 

(On  the  east  side.) 

This  memorial 

IN  HONOn  OF 

REV  OLUTIONARY  PATRIOTISM, 
was  ei?ected 

September  20,  181 T, 

by  the 

REPUBLICAN  ARTILLERISTS 
of  Chester  county, 
aided  by  the 

contributions  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

It  being  ascertained  that  the  work  would  be 
accomplished  in  due  time  for  the  purpose,  the 
artillerists  prepared  to  close  the  proceedings 
\vith  appropriate  military  honors,  on  thp  anni- 
versary of  the  massacre. 

The  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  re- 
volutionary war;  the  rev.  David  Jones^  who 
vert  ed  as  chaplain  to  gen.  Wayne’s  brigade 
tluoughout  that  contest,  and  Isaac  Wayne,  esq. 
the  only  son  of  the  general,  were  particularly 
j’cquested  to  honor  the  company  with  their  pre- 
sence on  that  day.  The  officers  of  the  3rd 
division  of  Pennsylvania  militia,  were  also  re- 
quested to  attend — ^and  the  volunteer  corps  of 
Chester,  and  the  adjacent  counties,  were  in- 
yited  to  co-operate  with  the  artillerists  on  that 
interesting  occasion. 

These  several  Invitations  were  accepted  in 
a manner  the  most  gratifying  to  the  company 
#ho  had  undertaken  the  laudable  and  pious 
\vorte»  The  uttendanee  evinced  that  the  me- 

\ 


mory  of  the  men  of  ’76  is  still  cherished  with 
a holy  fervor;  and  that  the  spirit  of  those 
times  is  still  emphatically  the  spirit  of  the 
American  people.  The  numbers,  brilliancy, 
and  respectability  of  the  assemblage  at  the 
Faoli,  on  the  the  morning  of  the  20th  Septem- 
ber, has  probably  never  been  equalled  on  any 
occasion,  in  Chester  county.  Upwards  of  four 
hundred  volunteer  troops,"of  different  descrip- 
tions, appeared  completely  equipped;  and  the 
concourse  of  citizens  was  immense.  The 
zeal  and  spirit  displayed  by  the  Junior  Artil- 
lerists of  Philadelphia,  and  the  volunteer 
corps  from  Montgomery  and  Delaware  coun- 
ties, in  attending  from  such  a distance,  deserve 
particular  notice  and  acknowledgment. 

At  11  o’clock,  the  procession  was  organized 
by  colonel  Cromwell  Pearce,  late  of  the  I6tb 
regt.  U.  S.  infantry,  who  acted  as  officer  of 
the  day, — and  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up^ 

in  the  following  order; 

Capt.  Harris’  Union  troop  of 
Chester  and  Delaware,''^ 
in  advance. 

Col.  Pearce, 
officer  of  the  day. 

Revolutionary  officers. 

Isaac  Wayne  esqr.  Rev.  iiavid  Jones. 
Officers  of  the  U.  si.  navy. 

^'Republican  Artillerists  of  Chester  county.” 
commanded  by  maj.  Barnard, 

(with  an  elegant  brass  field  piece.) 

Captain  Cooper’s  ‘‘Junior  Artillerists,'^’ 
fiom  Philadelphia. 

Captain  Wersler’s  “Chester  county 
volunteer  light  infantry.^’ 

Capt.  Holdgate’s  “Montgomery  Blues’,’ 
Capt.  G.  G.  Leiper’s  “Delaware  FenciblesJ’ 
Brig.  gen.  Brooke,  and  staff— and 
officers  of  the  3rd  division, 
Pennsylvania  militia. 

Field  officers  of  militia,  from  Philadelphia. 
Capt.  Holstein’s  troop  of  cavalry, 
from  Montgomery  county. 

Capt.  Smith's  Delaware  county  troop. 
Contributors 
and 

Citizens  generally. 

The  column  moved  in  this  order  up  the  Lan^ 
caster  turnpike  road  as  far  as  the  Warren  ta- 
vern where  it  wheeled  to  the  left,  and  proceed- 
ed to  the  scite  of  the  monument,  which  it  ap- 
proached with  solemn  music,  performed  by 
two  bands,  attached  to  capt.  Harris’  troop, 
and  the  Republican  Artillerists,  respectively, 
and  accompanied  by  the  music  of  tlie  other 
corps.  By  this  circuitous  route,  (about  three 
miles  in  extent,)  the  whole  ground  of  the  scene 
of  action ) on  that  disastrous  night,  was  includ- 
ed^; 
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Having  arrived  at  the  place  of  interment, 
the  troops,  and  others,  took  the  several  stations 
assigned  to  them;  and  an  approj)riate  address 
was  delivered  by  major  Barnard.  The  com- 
mittee of  supcrintendance  then  proceeded  to 
put  the  last  hand  to  their  labors,  by  adjusting 
Bie  pyramid  which  crowns  the  monument. — 


and  protecting  property,  and  pursuing  and  obtain- 
ing  happiness  and  safety. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people; 
and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their  au- 
thority, and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety,  and 
happiness.  For  the  advancement  of  these  emU-, 
they  have,  at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and  indefea- 
sible right  to  alter  or  reform  their  government  in 


, * . ‘ ulc  xuoaumeuL. — aiuic  rigm.  lo  alter  or  reform  their 
This  w as  succeeded  by  an  interestingaccountis^ch  manner  as  they  may  deem  prop 
of  the  massacre,  by  the  rev.  David  Jr'--"  no*.... 


...  i,L,e  rev.  JJaiua  Jones,  the  ! t^^en  have  a natural  and  indefea,- 

former  chaplain  to  those  ill-fated  'tvarriors,  who  / W to  tvorship  Almighty  God  according  to 
was  on  the  ground  at  the  time  of  that  event.  That  no  man  shall 

It  did  indeed  excite  emotions  of  peculiai-  in- 1 of  worship,  or  to  maintain  anv  mWsfry  agdnft  his 
terest,  to  hear  the  voice  ot  the  venerable  com-  consent;  That  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  ca^e 
panion  of  Wayne,  now  in  his  eighty-second  |wh=itever,  control  or  inte.  rcretvith  the  rights  of  con- 
year,  \vho  had  served  throughout  the  revolu-  And  that  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given 

a«y  reli^nous  societies,  or  modes  of  wor- 
ship;  and  no  religious  test  shall  be  required  as  a 
qualification  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit. 

Sec.  4,  That  elections  shall  be  free  and  equal. 
Sec.  5 That  in  all  civil  cases,  where  tlie  value  in 
controversy  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  dollar.^ 
and  in  all  criminal  cases,  except  in  petit  misdemean- 
ors, which  shall  be  punishable  by  fine  only,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  dollars,  in  such  manner  as  the  legis- 
lature may  prescribe  by  law,  the  right  of  trial  bv " ju- 
ry shall  remain  inviolate.  ' 

^ Sec.  6.  That  no  power  of  suspending  the  opera, 
tion  of  the  laws  shall  be  exercised,  except  by  the 
legislature,  or  its  authority.  ' 

.Sec.  7.  That  no  m.'in’s  particular  services  shall 
be  demanded,  or  property  taken  or  applied  to  pub* 
he  use,  wutbout  Uie  consent  of  his  representatives, 
or  witliout  a just  coir.pensation  being  made  therefor. 

Sec.  8.  Ihe  rights  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in 
their  persons,  houses,  p.apers,  and  effects,  against 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  vio- 
lated;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  u}K)n  probable 
cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  parti- 
cularly describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and 
the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free  to 
every  person  who  undertakes  to  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  legislature,  or  any  branch  of  govern- 
ment; and  no  law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  free  communication  of 
thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the  invaluable  rlghl.s 
of  man;  and  every  citizen  m.ay  freely  speak,  write, 
and  print,  on  any  subject,  being  responsible  for  tJie 
abuse  of  that  liberty. 

Sec.  10.  In  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of 
papers  investigating  the  official  conduct  of  officers 
or  men  in  a public  capacity,  or  where  the  matter 
published  is  proper  for  the  public  information,  the 
truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence;  and  in  all 
indictments  for  libels,  the  jury  shall  have  a rio-ht  tQ 
determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

lArThat  all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every  per- 
son,  for  an  injury  done  him,  in  his  lands,  goods, 
son,  or  reputation,  shall  have  remedy  by  tlie  due 
course  of  law;  and  right  and  justice  administered 
without  denial  or  delay. 

Sec.  12.  That  no  person  arrested,  or  confined  in 
jail,  shall  be  treated  with  unnecessary  ri.'^r,  or  be 
put  to  answer  any  criminal  charge  but  bv  pre.sent- 
ment,  indictment,  or  impeachment. 

Sec.  13.  That  in  all  criminal  pro.secutions,  the  ac- 
cused  hath  a right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  coun. 


tionary  contest;  and  wlio  again  repaired  to  the 
standai  d of  his  country,  in  order  to  animate 
his  youthful  compatriots,  during  the  late  w'ar 
with  the  same  vindictive  enemy.  When  he 
liad  finished  his  remarks,  the  ceremonies  w^ere 
c^luded  by  twenty  rounds  from  the.  field- 
pi^e,  by  the  Republican  Artillerists,  and  se- 
veral vollies  of  musquetry,  from  the  light 
troops. 

The  procession  was  then  resumed;  and, 
having  retired  some  distance,  tlie  several  com- 
panies were  dismissed — and  the  business  of 
the  day  terminated  in  the  most  decorous  and 
becoming  manner.  The  scene  throughout  was 
solemn  and  imposing:  and  the  impression  up- 
on the  public  feeling  was,  as  it  should  be,  of 
the  most  gratifying  and  salutary  character. 


Constitution  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

ADOPTED  IX  CO^IVEXTIOT?,  AT  COilXDO.V,  O*  THE 
TWPXXr  XIXTH  HAY  OF  JUXE,  IN  THE  XEAU  OF  OUR 
LOUD,  EIGHTEEN  HXJNimen  AND  SIXTEEN,  AND  OF 
THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF  THE  UNITED  SPATES  THE 
FORTIETH. 

^ AVe,  the  repres^tatlves  of  the  people  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Indiana,  in  convention,  met  at  Corydon.on 
'Monday  the  tenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States,  the  fortieth,  hav- 
ing  the  right  of  admission  into  the  general  govern- 
ment, as  a member  of  the  union,  consistent  with  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  ordinance  of 
congress  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eiglity 
seven,  and  the  law  of  congress,  entitled,  “an  act  to 
enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana  territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  state  into  the  union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  sates,”  in  order  to  establish 
justice,  promote  tlie  welfare,  and  secure  the  bles- 
sings of  liberty  io  ourselves  and  our  posterity;  do 
ordain  and  establish  the  following  constitution  or 
form  of  government;  and  do  mutually  agree  with 
each  other  to  form  ourselves  into  a free  and  inde- 
pendent state,  by  the  name  of  the  state  of  Indiana. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sec.  1.  That  the  general,  great,  and  essential 
principles  of  liberty  and  free  government  may  be  re- 

c^nized,  and  unalterably  established:  We  declare,  cuseaiiatn  arigrttio  be  heard  by  himself  and  cou 
1 haVall  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  | sel,  to  demand  the  nature  ami  catise  of  the  accuse 
and  have  certain  natural,  inherent,  and  unalienable  I tion  against  him,  and  to  have  a copy  thereof 
rights;  among  which  are,  the  enjoying  and  defend-  j meet  the  witnesses  face  to  f.xe,  to  have  compuY 
ing  life  and  liberty,  and  of  acquiring,  possessing,  j ry  process  for  obtaining  witr.esses  in  hi^  favor-  a 
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in  nmsecntions  by  indictment  or  presentment,  a 
Speedy  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  coun- 
ty or  district  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been 
ccmmitted;  and  shall  not  be  compelled  to  give  evi- 
dence against  liimself,  nor  shall  he  be  twice  put  in 
jeopardy  foj  the  same  offence. 

Sec.  14.  That  all  persons  shall  be  bailable  by 
sufficient  sureties,  unless  for  capital  offences,  when 
the  proof  is  evident,  or  the  presumption  great;  and 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not 
be  suspended,  unless,  in  case  of  rebellion  or  inva- 
sion, the  public  safety  may  require  it. 

Sec.  15.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  ex- 
cessive fines  shall  not  be  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  un- 
usual pnnisJiments  inflicted. 

Sec.  16.  All  penalties  shall  be  proportioned  to 
the  nature  of  the  offence. 

Sec.  17,  The  person  of  a debtor,  where  there  is 
not  strong  presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  con- 
tinued in  prison  after  delivering  up  his  estate,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  creditor  or  creditors,  in  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  18,  No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impair- 
ing the  validity  of  contracts,  shall  ever  be  made, 
and  no  conviction  shall  work  corruption  of  blood, 
nor  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Sec.  19.  That  llie  people  have  a right  to  assem- 
ble together,  in  a peaceful  manner,  to  consult  for 
their  common  g*ood,  to  instruct  their  representa- 
tives, and  to  apply^to  the  legislature  for  a redress  of 
grievances. 

Sec.  20.  That  the  people  have  a right  to  bear 
arms  for  the  defence  of  themselves,  and  the  state; 
and  that  the  military 'shall  be  kept  in  strict  sub- 
ordination to  the  civil  power. 

Sec.  21.  That  no  siddier  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  quartered  in  any  bouse  without  the  consent  of 
the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a manner  to  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  22.  That  the  legislature  shall  not  grant  any 
title  of  nobility,  or  hereditary  distinctions,  nor 
create  any  offlpe,  the  appointment  to  which  sliall  be 
for  a longer  term  than  good  behavior. 

Sec.  23  That  emigration  from  the  state  shall  not 
be  proliibited. 

Sec.  24.  To  guard  against  any  encroachments  on 
the  rights  herein  retained,  we  declare,  that  every 
thing  in  this  article,  is  excepted  ovit  of  the  general 
powers  of  government,  and  shall  forever  remain 
inviolable. 

atitici,t:  it. 

'Fhe  powers  of  the  government  of  Indiana  shall 
be  divided  into  three  distinct  departments,  and 
each  of  them  be  confided  to  a separate  body  of 
magistracy,,  to  wit:  Those  which  are  legislative, 

to  one^  those  which  are  executive,  to  another;  and 
those  whici)  are  judiciary,  to  another:  And  no 

person,  or  collection  of  persons,  being  of  one  of 
those  departments,  shall  exercise  any  power  pro- 
perly attached  to  either  of  the  others,  except  in  the 
instances  herein  expressly  permitted. 

AnTicLF,  nr. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislatve  authority  of  this  state 
shall  be  vested  in  a general  assembly,  which  shall 
consist  of  a senate  and  house  of  representatives., 
both  tq  be  elected  by  tlip  people.^ 

Sec,  2.  The  general  assembly  may,  within  two 
years  after  their  first  meeting,  an<l  shall,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  and  evei  y subse- 
quent term  of  five  years,  cause  an  enumeration  to 
be  made  of  all  the  wlfite  male  inliabitants  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  The  number  of  re- 
presentatives slull,  at  the  sever.d  periods  of  mak- 
ing such  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  tlie  general  as- 


sembly, and  apportioned  among  the  sever;!  cotin- 
ties,  according  to  the  number  of  white  male  inha- 
bitants above  twenty-one  years  of  r.gr,  Ijicadn,  and 
shall  never  be  less  than  twenty  five  nor  greater 
than  thirty-six,  until  the  number  of  white  ir.aie  in- 
habitants, above  twenty-one  year.s  of ;tge.  AvjW  be 
twenty-two  thousand;  and  after  that  cv?r.+,  at 
ratio  that  the  whole  numbn*  of  p-epresentativ^s 
shall  never  be  less  than  thirty-si.x  nor  exceed  one 
hundred. 

Sec.  3.  The  representatives  shrdl  be  cho.sen  an- 
nually, by  the  qualified  electors  of  each  county,  re- 
spectively, on  the  first  Monday  of  August. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be  a representative,  un- 
less he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years;  and  shall  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  an  inhabitant  of  this  .state;  and  shall  ahso  have 
resided  witliiii  the  limits  of  the  county  in  which  he 
shall  be  chosen,  one  year  next  preceding  his  elec- 
tion, if  the  county  shall  have  been  so  long  erected; 
but  if  not,  then  witliin  th«  limits  of  the  county  or 
counties  out  of  which  it  shall  have  been  taken,  un- 
le.ss  he  shall  have  been  absent  on  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  state,  araft^ball 
have  paid  a state  or  county  tax.  * 

Sec.  5.  The  senators  shall  be  chosen  for  three 
years,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Augusi,  by  the  qua- 
lified voters  for  representatives;  and  on  their  being 
convened,  in  coiisequence  of  the  first  election,  they 
shall  be  divided  by  lot,  from  their  respective  coun- 
ties or  districts,  as  near  as  can  be,  into  three  classes. 
The  seats  of  the  senaioi-s  of  the  first  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expb'ation  of  the  first  year;  and  the 
second  class  at  tlte  expiration  of  the  second  year, 
and  of  the  third  clas.s,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third 
year;  so  that  one  third  thereof,  as  near  .us.  possible, 
may  be  aimiially  chosen,  forever  thereitfter. 

Sec.  6.  The  number  of  .senators  shall,  at  the 
several  periods  of  rnaking  the  euiimeration  before 
mentioned;  be  fixed  by  the  general  assembly,  and 
apportioned  among  the  severi  co’uities  or  districts, 
to  he  established  by  law,  according  to  the  number 
of  white  male  inhabitant.s  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  in  each,  and  shall  never  be  less  than  one  third, 
nor  moi-e  than  one  half  of  the  number  of  representa- 
tives. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  be  a senator  unless  he 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  shall  be  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall,  next  preceding  the  election,  have  resided  two 
y-ears  in  the  state,  the  last  twelvemonths  of  which^ 
m the  county  or  district  in  which  he  may  be  elect- 
ed, if  the  oounty  or  district  shall  have  been  so  Long 
erected;  but  if  not,  then  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  or  counties  district  or  districts,  out  of  whicli 
the  same  shall  have  been  taken;  unles.s  he  shalt 
have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the 
United  States,.- or  this  state,  and  shall,  moreover,, 
have  paid  a state  or  county  tax. 

Sec.  8,  The  house  of  representatives,  when  as- 
sembled, shall  choose  a speaker,  and  its  other  offi- 
cers: and  the  senate  shall  choose  its  officers,  except 
the  president;  and  each  shall  be  judges  of  the 
qualifications  and  elections  of  its  members,  and  sit 
upon  its  own  adjournments.  Two-thirds  of  each 
house  shall  constitute  a quorum  to  do  business,  but 
a smaller  number  may  adjourn  from  day  today,  and 
compel  the  attendance  of  absent  members. 

Sec.  9,  Each  house  shall  keep  a journal  of  dla 
proceedings,  and  publish  them.  The  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  -members,  on  any  que.stion,  shall  at  the  re- 
quest of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Sec.  10.  Any  one  member  of  either  house  shall 
have  liberty  t0  diB^ent  from,  and  protest  against 
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any  act  or  resolution,  wliich  lie  may  ill  ink  injun-j  Sec.  23.  The  house  of  representative^  sliall  liav^. 
©us  t(j  the  public,  or  any  iiulividu  il  or  iiulividuals, ! the  sole  j.ower  of  itnpeaclii.’if^;  but  a majority  of  all 
and  have  the  reason  of  his  dissent  entered  on  the  | the  members  elected  must  concur  in  such  impeacii- 
journals.  ; .pent.  All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the 

d 11.  E.ach  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  j senate;  and  when  sittin;^  for  that  purpose 
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eedinprs,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly 
*,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds, 
but  not  .a  second  time  f>r  the 
c,  1 shall  have  all  other  powers  neces- 
•••au'i,  of  the  leg-isluture  of  a free  and 


c,  ‘ .-.''.t  5, -^c  'ci'^s  happen  in  either  branch  ment  for,  and  couvictio 

’u-  . ■ -r’l'iv,  .he  },-v)vernor,  or  the  per  other  liigh  crimes  and 

. jower  of  [governor,  shall  issue  merit,  in  such  cases,  sh'j 


the 

senators  shall  be  upon  oath  or  aihrmatiun,  to  do 
justice  accord  in  to  law  and  evidence.  No  person 
sh.ill  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  a 
in  ijoritv  of  all  the  senators  elected. 

Sec.  2i.  The  governor,  and  all  civil  ofTicers  of 
the  state,  sliall  be  removed  from  oflice,  on  impead  - 
ictiou  of,  treason,  bribery,  or 
misdemeanors;  but  ju,dg- 
sball  not  erztend  further  than 
removal  from  office,  and  disq'iuUfication  to  hold  any 
office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust,  under  this  state. 
The  party,  wliether  convicte<l  or  acquitted,  shall, 
PI  iviieg<;v  from  arrest,  du.ring  the  session  j neverllieles'^,  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  juJg- 
1 a;,scjT-b!v,  and  in  going  to  or  retura-  j neent,  and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

Sec.  25.  Tlie  first  session  of  the  general  ass^m  • 
bly  shall  commence  on  the  first  Mondav  of  No 
veinber  next;  and  forever  after,  the  general  assem- 
bly shall  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  December, 
in  every  year,  and  at  no  oUier  period,  unless 
directed  by  law,  or  provided  for  by  this  constitu- 


. fi’‘  sue'  vacancies, 
s and  r?p-'esenlatives  shall,  in 
ti  ■'  on,  felonv,  or  breach  of  the 


ot  ” ge  .e 

i ..  '-.lie  s.in\.“;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in 
either  houre,  they  shall  not  be  questione.l  in  any 
r p'  ce 

14.  Each  bouse  may  punish,  by  impvison- 


©Ui 
Sec, 

naeu',  during  their  session,  any  person,  not  a mem- 
ber, wlio  sh.dl  be  g'liUy  of  di,sj-es[)eci  to  the  house, 
b V any  disorderly  or  contemptuous  beliavlo  ir  in  their 
presence;  provided  .such  inmri.sonment  shall  not,  at 
any  one  time,  exceed  twenty-four  liours. 

Sec.  15.  The  doors  of  each  house,  and  of  com- 
mittees  of  the  wiioTe,  shall  be  kept  open  except 
in  such  cases  as  in  tlie  opinion  of  the  house,  may 
3*eqaire  secrecy.  Neither  liouss  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the 
two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

Sec.  16.  Bills  mav  originate  in  either  house. 


tion. 

Sec.  26.  No  person,  who  hereafter  maybe  a col- 
lector, or  holder  of  public  money,  shall  have  a seat 
in  eitlier  house  of  the  general  assembl),  until  such 
person  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the 
treasury,  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  accountable. 

AUTICLE  IV. 

Sec.  1.  The  supreme  executive  power  of  this 
state  shall  be  vested  in  a governor,  who  shall  be 
styled,  the  governor  of  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Sec.  2.  The  governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qua- 


but  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  rejected,  by  the  lified  elector.^,  on  the  first  Monday  in  August,  at 
©ther.  I the  places  wiiere  they  shall  respectively  vote  for 


Sec.  17.  Every  bill  shall  be  read  on  three  dlf  ! representatives.  The  returns  of  every  election  for 

governor  shall  be  sealed  up,  and  transmitted  to  the 

seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  speaker  of  the 
house  «f  representatives,  who  shall  open  and  pub- 
lish them  in  presence  of  both  houses  of  the  general 
assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  governor;  but  if  two  or  more  shall 
be  equal,  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shal> 


ferentdays  in  each  house,  unless,  in  case  of  urgency, 
two-thirds  of  the  hou.se,  where  such  bill  may  be 
depending,  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  dispense 
with  this  rule:  And  every  bill,  having  passed  both 

house.s,  shall  be  signed  by  the  president  and  speaker 
of  their  respective  houses. 

Sec.  18.  The  style  of  the  laws  of  tliis  state  shall 


be,  “Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of  thejbe  chosen  governor  by  the  joint  vote  of  tiie  mem- 


state  of  Indiana 


hers  of  both  houses.  Contested  elections  shall  be  i 


Sec.  19.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  ori-  termined  by  a coinmiuee  to  be  selected  from  both 
ginatein  thehouse  of  representatives, butthe  senate!  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  and  formed  ami  re- 


may  amend  or  reject,  as  in  other  bills. 


guluted  in  sucli  manner  as  shall  be  directed  i»y 


Sec.  20.  No  person,  holding  any  office  under  tbei  law, 
authority  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  | Sec.  3-  The  governor  .shall  hold  his  office  duri-.g 
of  this  state,  militia  officers  excepted,  shall  bejth.ree  years,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of  th'* 
eligible  to  a seat  in  either  branch  of  the  general  j fii'^st  session  of  the  general  assembly,  next  ensuing 
assembly,  unless  he  resign  his  office  previous  to  liisjhis  election,  and  until  a successor  shall  be  clu  sen 
election;  nor  shall  any  member  of  either  branch  ofj  and  qualified,  and  shall  not  be  capable  of  holdu  .^ 
the  general  assembly,  during  the  time  for  which it  longer  than  six  years  in  any  term  of  nine  year^. 
he  is  elected,  be  eligible  to  any  office,  the  appoint-  Sec.  4.  He  shall  be  at  least  thirty  years  of  age, 
ment  of  which  is  ve.sted  in  the  general  assembly:  and  shall  have  been  a citizen  of  the  United  States 
Providt'd,  That  nothing  in  this  constitution  shall  | for  ten  years,  and  have  resided  in  tire  state  five  years 
be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  any  member  of  tJiejnext  preceding  his  election;  unless  he  sluli  have 
first  session  of  the  first  general  assembly  from  ac-jbeen  absent  on  the  business  of  tliis  sta 
cepting  any  office  that  is  created  by  this  constitu-!  United  States:  Provided,  Tiiat  this  si 
tion,  or  tlie  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  salaries  of  which  are  e.stabllshed. 

Sec.  21.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury but  in  consequencs^of  appropriations  made  by 
law. 


Sec.  22.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  public  money  shall  be  at- 
tached to,  and  published  with,  the  laws,  at  every 
annual  session  of  the  general  assembly. 


e,  or  of  the 
shall  not  di.s- 
qualify  any  person  from  the  office  ofgovenibr,  wim 
shall  be  a citizen  of  the  United  Staie.s,  and  sliall 
have  resided  in  the  Indiana  territory  two  years  next 
preceding  the  adoption  of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  5.  No  member  of  congress,  or  person  hold- 
din  ' any  office  under  tive  Unite.!  States,  or  this 
state,  shall  exercise  the  office  of  governor  or  lieu- 
tenant governor. 

Sec.  fi.  The  governor  shall,  at  stated  times,  re- 
ceive for  his  services  a compensation,  which  shall 
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neither  be  increases]  nor  diminished  during  the  \.tim 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  7.  He  sliull  be  commander  in  clilef  of  the 
army  and  navy  of  Li)is  state,  and  of  the  mulitia  there- 
of, except  when  they  shall  be  called  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States;  but  he  shall  not  command 
personally  in  tlie  field,  unless  he  shall  be  advised 
S3  to  do  by  a resoUilion  of  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  8.  He  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  apppoint  and  com- 
mission all  officers,  llie  appointment  of  which  is  not 
otherwise  <lirected  by  tlus  cottsti,tution;  and  all  offi- 
cers which  may  be  created  by  the  general  assem- 
bly, shall  he  filled  in  such  manner  as  may  be  direct- 
ed by  law. 

Sec.  9.  Vacancies  that  may  happen,  in  offices,  the 
appointment  of  which  is  vested  in  the  governor  and 
senate,  or  in  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  filled 
by  the  governor,  during  the  re^  • ss  of  the  general 
assembly,  by  granting  commissions  that  sliall  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  next  session,. 

Sec.  10,  He  shall  liave  power  to  remit  fines  and 
forfeitures,  grant  reprijeves  and  pardons,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachments. 

Sec.  11.  lie  may  require  information,  in  writing, 
from  the  officers  in  the  executive  department,  up- 
on any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  tlidr  re- 
jspe«tivc  offices. 

Sec.  12.  He  sliall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
general  assembly  information  of  the  affaivs  of  the 
state,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  shall  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  13.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions, 
convene  the  general  assembly  at  the  .seat  of  govern- 
ment, or  at  a different  place,  if  that  sliall  have  be- 
come, since  their  last  adjournmenf,  dangerous  from 
an  enemy,  or  fi*om  contagious  disorders;  and  in  case 
ofdisagreement  between  the  two  liouses  with  respect 
to  the  lime  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such 
time  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  beyond  the  time 
of  their  next  session. 

Sec.  14  He  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 1 
fully  executed. 

Sec.  15.  A lieutenant-governor  .shall  be  chosen,  at 
every  election  for  a governor,  in  the  same  manner, 
continue  in  office  for  the  same  time,  and  po.sse.ss 
the  same  qualifications.  In  voting  for  governor  and 
lieutenant  governor,  the  electors  shall  distinguisli 
vvJiom  they  vote  for  as  governor,  and  wlipm  aslieu- 
Ignant  governor. 

Sec.  16.  He  shall,  by  virtue  of  fils  office,  be  pre- 
sident of  the  senate,  have  a right,  when  in  commit- 
ee  of  the  whole,  to  debate,  and  vote  on  all  :,ubjects, 
and  when  the  senate  are  equally  divided,  to  give 
the  casting  vote. 

jSec.  17.  In  case  of  impeachment  of  the  governor, 
hts  removal  from  office,  death,  refusal  to  qualify, 
resignation,  or  absence  from  the  state,  the  lieuten- 
ant  governor  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  au- 
thority appertainingto  the  office  of  governor,  until 
another  be  duly  qualified,  or  the  governor  absent 
M)r  impeached,  shall  return  or  be  acquitted. 

Sec.  18.  AVhenever  ithe  government  shall  be 
administered  by  the  lieutenant  governor,  or  he 
shall  be  unable  to  attend  as  president  of  the  senate, 
the  senate  shall  elect  one  of  their  own  members  as 
president  for  that  occasion.  And  if  during  the  va- 
cancy of  the  office  of  governor,  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor shall  be  impeaclied,  removed  from  office,  re- 
fuse to  qualify,  resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the 
state,  tlie  president  of  tlie  senate  pro  tern,  shall  in 
like  manner,  administer  the  government,  until  he 
shall  be  stiperseded  by  a governor,  or  lieutenant 
governor.  The  lieutenant  governor,  whije'he  acts  as 


president  of  the  senate,  sliall  receive  for  liis  servi- 
ces, the  same  compensation  which  sh  .U,  for  the 
same  period,  be  allowed  to  the  spetiker  of  tl»e  house 
of  representatives,  and  no  more:  Auvi  during  the 
time  he  administers  the  government,  as  govern- 
or, shall  receive  the  same  compensation  which  tiie 
governor  would  have  received  and  been  entitled  to, 
had  he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  t/lfi  . e, 
and  no  more. 

Sec.  19.  The  president  pro  tempore  of  the  senate, 
during  the  time  he  admiiiiblcrs  the  goverumonl, 
shall  receive,  in  like  manner,  the  same  compensa- 
tion which  the  governor  would  liave  receiv  .-  : h-.d 
he  been  employed  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no 
more. 

Sec.  20.  If  the  lieutenant  governor  sli.dl  he.  cal- 
led upon  to  administer  the  government,  atidsi; sll, 
while  in  such  administration,  resign,  die,  or  be  ab- 
sent from  the  state,  during  the  recess  of  il  e gene- 
ral assembly,  it  shall  be  the  dtity  of  the  secre'o  ;y  of 
state,  for  the  time  being,  to  convene  the  sma'-o  fin* 
the  purpose  of  choosing  a president  pro  tetn.p^’re. 

Sec.  21.  A secretary  of  state  sliall  be  chotcu  by 
the  joint  ballot  of  hotli  houses  of  tlie  general  as,em- 
bly,  and  be  commissioned  by  the  governor,  for  f » • 
years,  or  until  a new  secretary  be  chosen  ;uul 
qualified,  lie  shall  keep  a fair  register,  and  attest 
all  the  official  acts  and  proceedings  of  Uie  govern - 
pr;  and  shall,  when  required,,  lay  thesante,  and  all 
papers,  minutes,  and  vouchers,  relative  thereto,  be 
fore  either  house  of  the  general  assembly;  and 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  enjoined 
him  by  law. 

Sec.  22.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed 
both  houses  of  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  governor;  if  he  approves  he  shall  .sign 
it;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections, 
to  the  house,  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who 
shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  tiieir  jour  - 
nals,. and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  after  such 
consideration,  jv  majority  of  all  the  members  elect- 
ed to  that  house  shall  agreeto  pass  the  bill,  it  shall 
be  sent,  wUhHhe  objections,  to  tlie  other  house,  by 
which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and  if  ap- 
proved by  a majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
that  house,  it  shall  be  a law:  butin  such  cases,  the 
votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting  for, 
and  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journals 
of  eacli  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  governor,  within  five  days  (Sunday*s 
excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him, 
it  shall  be  a law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed 
it;  unless  the  general  adjournment  prevents  its  re- 
turn; in  which  case  it  shall  be  a law,  unless  sent  back 
within  three  days  after  their  next  meeting. 

Sec.  23.  Every  resolution,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  both  houses  may  be  necessary,  shall  be 
presented  to  the  governor,  and  before  it  shall  take 
effect,  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved, 
shall  be  repas.sed  by  a majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  both  houses,  according  to  the  ruRs  and 
limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a bill. 

Sec.  24.  There  shall  be  elected  by  joint  b.al  lot  of 
both  houses,  of  the  general  assembly,  a treasurer, 
an  auditor,  whose  powers  and  duties  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  who  shall  hold  their  offices 
three  years,  and  until  their  auccessors  be  appointed 
and  qualified. 

Sec.  25.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each  county, 
by  the  qualified  electors  thereof,  one  sheriff,  and, 
one  coroner,  at  the  times  and  places  of  holding  elec- 
tions for  members  of’lbe  general  assembly.  They 
shall  continue  in.office  two  years,  apd  utitil  succes- 
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«ors  shall  be  cbesen  and  duly  qualified:  Provided,  l be  eligible  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
That  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of|in  any  county,  unless  he  shall  first  have  obtained, 
years,  in  any  * ... ..£•  -...i — 


.sherifi’  more  than  four 
years. 

Sec.  26.  T 
sh.dl  be  kept 


term  of  six  | from  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  or  from  one  or  more  of  the  presidents  of  the 

ev. 


Tliere  shall  he  a seal  of  this  state,  which  ' circuit  courts,  a certificate  that  he  is  qualified  to 
pt  by  ll'.c  governor,  and  used  by  him  of-  eculc  the  duties  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  tlie  circ 
licially,  and  shall  be  called  the  seal  of  the  state  of  | court:  Provided,  That  nothing  lierein  contained  .sh.all 
Indiana.  j prevent  the  circuit  courts,  in  eacli  county,  from  .ap- 

AUTicLE  V.  pointing  a clerk  pro  tern,  until  ;i  qualified  clerk 

:.  1.  The  judiciary  j)Ower  of  this  state,  botli ! may  be  duly  elected:  And  provided  also,  That  thv 
mailers  of  law  and  equity,  shall  be  vested  in  said  clerks  respectively,  when  qualified  and  cleci 


Sec. 
as  to 

one  supreme  court,  in  circuit  courts,  and  in  sucli  jed,  shall  hold  tlxeir  offices  seven  years,  and  no  lou- 
oiher  inferior  courts  as  ihe  general  assembly  may  ger,  unless  re-appoluled. 
from  time  to  time  direct  and  establish. 

Sec.  2.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  three 
judges,  any  two  of  whom  shall  form  a quorum,  and 
shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  shall 
be  co-extensive  v/ith  the  limits  of  tha  state,  under 
such  restrictions  and  regulations,  not  repugnant  to 
this  constitution,  as  may  from  tirne  to  time  be  pre- 
scribed by  law;  Provided  nothing  in  this  article 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  general  as- 
sembly from  giving  tlie  supreme  courtorigiual  juris- 
diction in  capital  cases,  and  cases  in  chancery, 
where  the  president  of  the  circuit  court  may  be  in- 
terested or  prejudiced. 

Sec.  3.  The  circuit  courts  sliall  each  consist  of  a 
president,  and  two  associate  judges.  The  state 
shall  be  divided  by  law  into  three  circuits,  for  each 
of  which  a president  shall  be  appointed,  who,  dur- 
ing his  continuance  in  office,  shall  reside  therein. 

The  president  and  associate  judges,  in  their  respec- 
tive counties,  shall  have  common  law  and  chancery 
jurisdiction,  as  also  complete  criminal  juvisdictioa, 
in  all  such  cases,  and  in  such  manner,  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  president  alone,  in  the  absence 


Sec.  9.  All  clerks  shall  be  removable  by  impeach 
ment,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  10.  When  any  vacanoiea  happen  in  any  of  tiv.e 
courts,  occasioned  by  the  death,  resignation  or  re, 
moval  from  office,  of  any  judge  of  the  supreme  er 
circuit  courts,  or  of  any  the  clerks  of  tlie  said 
courts,  a successor  shall  be  appointed  in  tlie  same, 
manner  as  herein  before  prescribed,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  for  the  period  which  his  predecessor  had 
to  serve,  and  no  longer,  unless  re-appointed. 

Sec.  11.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be,  “The 
state  of  Indiana.”  All  prosecutions  shall  be  car- 
ried on  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority,  of  the 
state  of  Indiana;  and  all  indictments  shall  conclude, 
against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  sam  ‘. 

Sec.  12.  A competent  number  of  justices  of 
the  peace  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors 
in  each  township,  in  the  several  counties;  and  shall 
continue  in  office  five  years,  if  they  shall  so  long 
behave  well;  whose  powers  .and  duties  shall,  from 
tirne  to  time,  be  regulated  and  defined  by  law. 

AnncLK  VI. 

Sec.  1.  In  all  elections,  not  otherwise  provided 
of  the  associate  judges,  or  the  president  undone  of!  for  by  this  constitution,  every  white  male  citizen 
the  associate  judges,  in  the  absence  of  the  other,  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
shall  be  competent  to  hold  a court,  as  also  the  and  upwards,  who  hr4S  resided  in  the  stai;e  one  vear 


two  associate  judges,  in  the  absence  of  the  presi 
dent,  shall  be  competent  to  hold  a court,  except 
in  capital  cases,  and  cases  in  chancery:  Pravid^, 
That  notliing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the 
general  assembly  from  increasing  the  number  of 
the  circuits,  and  presidents,  as  the  exigencies  of 
tbf  state  may  from  time  to  time  require. 

Sec.  4.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  the 
circuit  and  other  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their 


oinces  during  the  term  of  seven  years,  if  they  shall  alterable. 


immediately  precedi.ig  such  election,  shall  be'  en- 
titled to  vote,  in  the  county  where  lie  resides;  ex- 
cept such  as  shall  be  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the 
Uiiled  States,  or  their  allies. 

Sec.  2 All  elections  shall  be  by  ballob  Provided, 
That  the  general  assembly  may,  (if  they  deem  it 
more  expedient)  at  their  session  in  eighteen  liun- 
dred  and  twenty-one,  change  the  mode,  so  as  to 
vote  viva  voce;  after  which  time  it  sliali  remain  ui»- 


so  long  behave  well,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  re 
ceive  for  their  servicesj,  a compaisation  whicli  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  of- 
fipe. 

Sec.  5.  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall, 
by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  conservators  of  the 
peace  throughout  the  state,  and  also  the  presidents 
of  the  circuit  courts  in  their  respective  circuits,  and 
the  associate  judges  in  their  respective  counties. 

Sec.  6.  The  supreme  court  shall  hold  its  sessions 
{it  the  seat  of  goveniment,  at  such  limes  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law:  the  circuit  courts  all  be 


Sec.  3.  Electors  shall.  In  all  cases,  except  trea- 
son, felony,  or  breach  of  ilie  peace,  be  free  from 
arrest,  in  going  to,  during  tlieir  attendance  at,  .and 
in  returning  home  from  elections. 

Sec.  4.  The  general  assembly  sliall  Itave  full  pow- 
er to  exclude  h-om  electing  or  being  elected, 
person  convicted  of  any  infamous  crime. 

Sec.  5.  Xotliing  in  this  article  so  construed  as 
to  prevent  citizens  of  tlic  United  States,  wiio  were 
:ictual  residents  at  the  time  of  adopting  this  consti- 
tution, and  who,  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  terri- 
tory, are  entitled  to  vote,  or  persons  who  have  been 


held  in  the  respective  counties  as  may  be  directed  ! absent  from  home  on  a visit,  or  necessary  businsst  , 


by  law. 

Sec,  7,  The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate.  The  presidents  of  the 
circuit  courts  shall  be  appointed  by  joint  ballot  of 
both  branches  of  the  general  assembly;  and  the  as- 
sociate judges  of  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  electors  in  the  respective  counties. 

Sec,  8.  The  supreme  court  sliali  appoint  its  own 
clerk,  and  tJie  clerks  of  tlie  circuit  court,  in  the 
several  counties,  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
electors  in  the  several  counties:  but  no  nerson  shall 


from  the  previleges  of  electors. 

AUTicLE  vxr. 

Sec.  1.  The  militia  of  the  state  of  Indiana  shall 
consist  of  all  free,  able  bodied  male  persons,  negroes 
mulattos  and  ladians  excepted,  resident  in  tlie  said 
state,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  ;iad  forty-five 
years;  except  such  persons  as  now  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  exempted  by  the  laws. of  the  United  States, 
or  of  this  state;  and  shall  be  armed,  equiped  and 
trained,  as  the  general  assembly  may  provide  by 
law. 
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Sec.  2.  No  person  or  persons  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  be.sriot^  arms,  shall  be  connpelle<t‘to 
do  militia  duty:  Provided,  such  person  or  person.s 
sh.all  pay  an  equivalent  for  such  exemption;  wliich 
equivalent  shall  be  collected  annuall}’',  by  a civil 
ofheer,  and  be  hereafter  fixed  by  law’;  and  shall  be 
equal,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  the  lowest  fines  assess 
ed  on  those  privates  in  the  militia,  who  may  neglect 
or  refuse  to  perform  militia  duty» 

Sec.  3 Captains  and  subalterns  shall  be  elected 
by  those  persons  in  tjieir  respective  company  dis- 
tricts, who  are  sui'ject  to  perform' militia  duty; 
and  the  captain  of  each  company  shall  appoiat  the 
ixori  commissioned  officers  to  said  company. 

Sec.  4.  Mqors  shall  be  elected  by  those  per- 
sons wiihirt  the  bounds  of  their  respective  battalion 
districts,  subject  to  perform  militia  duty;  and 
colonels  shall  be  elected  by  those  persons  within 
the  bounds  of  their  respective  regimental  districts 
subject  to  perform  militia  duty. 

Sec.  5.  B/igadier-generals  shall  be  elected  by 
the  commissioned  officers  within  the  bounds  of 
their  respective  brigades;  and  major-generals  shall 
be  elected  by  the  commissioned  officers  witliin  the 
bounds  of  their  respective  divisions. 

Sec.  6.  Troops  and  squadrons  of  cavalry,  and 
companies  of  artillery,  riflemen,  grenadiers,  or  light 
wifantry,  may  be  formed,  in  the  said  state,  in  sucli 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law:  Provided 
hx^ioever,  that  every  troop  or  squadron  of  cavalry, 
company  of  artillery,  riflemen,  grenadiers,  or  light 
infantry,  which  may  hereafter  be  formed  within  the 
said  state,  shall  elect  their  own  officers. 

Sec.  7.  The  governor  shall  appoint  the  adjutant- 
general,  and  quarter-master-generals,  m also  l^iis 
aids-de-camp. 

Sec.  8.  Major-generals  shall  appoint  their  aids- 
de-camp,  and  all  other  division  staff  officers;  bri- 
gadier-generals shall  appoint  their  brigade-majors, 
and  all  other  brigade  staff  officers;  and  colonels 
shall  appoint  their  fcgimental  staff  officers. 

Sec.  9.,  All  militia  officers  shall  be  commissioned 
by  the  governor,  and  shall  hold  their  commissions 
during  good  behaviour,  or  until  they  shall  arrive  at 
the  age  of  sixty  yearsj 

Sec.  10.  The  general  assembly  shall,  by  law,  fl.x  the 
method  of  dividing  the  militia  of  the  .said  state  inlo 
divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  battalions  and  com- 
panies, and  shall  also  fix  the  rank  of  all  staff  officers. 

ATITICLE  VIII. 

Every  twelfth  year,  after  this  constitution  shall 
have  taken  effect,  at  the  general  election  held  for 
governor,  there  shall  be  a poll  opened,  in  which 
the  qualified  electors  of  the  state  shall  express,  by 
vote,  whether  they  are  in  favor  of  calling  a conven- 
tion or  not;  and  if  there  should  be  a majority  of  all 
the  votes  given  at  such  election,  in  favor  of  a con- 
vention, the  governor  shall  inform  the  next  gene- 
ral assembly  thereof,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
provide,  by  law,  for  the  election  of  the  members 
to  the  convention,  the  number  thereof,  and  the 
time  and  place  of  tlieir  meeting;  whicli  law’  shall 
not  be  passed  unless  agreed  to  by  a majority  of  all 
the  members  elected  to  both  branches  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly;  and  which  convention,  when  met, 
shall  have  it  in,  their  power  to  revise,  amend,  or 
change  the  constitution.  But,  as  the  holding  any 
part  of  the  human  creation  in  slavery,  or  involuntary 
servitude,  can  only  originate  in  usurpation  and 
tyranny,  no  alteration  of  this  constitution  shall  ever 
take  place  so  as  to  introduce  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  in  this  state,  otherwise  than  for  the  punish- 
jnent  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
.d&y  convicted. 


ATITICLE  IX. 

Sec.  1.  Knowledge  and  learning,  generally  diffus- 
ed through  a community,  being  cs.sen'.iul  to  the 
preservation  of  a free  government,  and  spreading 
the  opportunities  and  advantages  of  education 
through  the  various  par  is  of  the  co-iulry  bei.'g 
highly  conducive  to  thi»  end,  it  sliall  be  the  clutv 
of  the  general  assembly,  to  provide,  by  law,  fiiv 
the  improvement  of  sticlv  lands  as  are,  or  hereafter 
may  be,  granted  hy  the  Urtited  States  to  this  state 
for  the  use  of  scliools,  and  to  apply  any  funds  w hich 
may  be  raised  from  such  lands,  or  from  any  other 
quurteiy  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  grand  object 
for  which  they  are  or  may  be  intended:  But  no 

lands  granted  for  tlie  use  of  schools  or  seminaries 
of  learning  shall  be  sold  by  authority  of  this  state 
prior  to  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty;  and 
the  monies  which  may  be  rai.sed  out  of  the  sale  of 
any  such  lauds,  or  oUierwise  obtained  for  llie  pur- 
yio.ses  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  a fund  for  the 
exclusive  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest  of  lite- 
rature and  the  sciences,  and  for  the  support  of 
seminaries  and  the  jniblic  schools.  The  general 
assemby  shall,  from  lime  to  time,  pass  such  laws 
as  sliall  be  calculated  to  encourage  intellectual, 
scientifical  and  agricultural  improvement;  by  al- 
lowing rewards  and  immunities  For  the  promotion 
and  improvement  of  arts,  sciences,  commerce,  ma- 
nufactures, and  n itur.il  liistory;  and  to  countenanco 
and  encourage  the  principles  of  humanity,  industry 
and  morali.y. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tlie  general  iissern* 
bly,  as  soon  as  circ:;msU.nces  will  permit,  to  pro- 
vide, by  law,  for  a general  system  of  education, 
ascending  in  a regular  gradation  from  t -wnship 
schools  to  a atate  university,  wlicrein  mition  shall 
be  gratis,  and  equally  open  to  all. 

Sec.  3.  And  for  tiie  promotion  of  sucli  salutary 
end,  ihe  money  wliicli  shall  be  paid  as  an  equivalent, 
by  persona  exempt  from  militia  duty,  except  in 
times  of  war,  shall  be  exclusively,  and  in  equal 
proportions,  applied  to  the  support  of  county  se- 
minaries; also  all  fines  assessed  for  any  breach  of 
the  penal  laws  shall  be  applied  to  said  seminaries, 
in  the  counties  wherein  they  shall  be  assessed. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  Ijie  general  as- 
sembly, as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  to 
form  a penal  code,  founded  on  the  principles  of  re- 
formation, and  not  of  vindictive  justice:  And  also 

to  provide  one  or  more  farms,  to  be  an  asylum  for 
those  persons  who,  by  reason  of  age,  infirmity,  or 
other  misfortunes,  may  have  a claim  upon  llie  aid 
and  beneficence  of  society,  on  such  principles,  that 
such  persons  may  therein  find  employment,  and 
every  reasonable  comfort,  and  lose,  by  their  useful- 
ness, the  degrading  sense  of  dependence. 

Sec.  5.  The  general  assemble’,  at  the  time  they 
lay  off  a new  county,  shall  cause  at  least  ten  per 
cent,  to  be  reserved  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  town  lots,  in  the  seat  of  justice  of  such  county, 
for  the  use  of  a public  library  for  such  coimty,  and, 
at  the  same  session,  they  shall  incorporate  a library 
company,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  w'ill 
best  secure  its  permanence,  and  extend  its  benefits. 

AllTICLE  X. 

Sec.  1.  There  shall  not  be  established  or  incor- 
porated, in  this  state,  any  bank  or  banking  company, 
or  monied  institution,  for  the  purpose  of  issuing 
bills  of  credit,  or  bills  payable  to  order  or  bearer: 
Provided,  Tuat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  general  .assembly 
from  establishing  a stale  bank,  and  branches,  not 
exceeding  one  branch  for  any  tliree  counties,  to  be 
estabiish^ed  at  such  place,  within  such  counties,  as 
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tie  directors  of  tlie  state  bank  may  select;  provided 
there  be  subscribed,  and  paid,  in  specie,  on  the 
p-.rt  of  individuals,  a sum  equal  to  thirty  thousand 
donars;  Proriiieii  al^o,  'f  at  the  bank  at  Vincennes, 
ard  the  Farm  rs’  , d .'Vfeci  ariich'  bank  of  Indiana, 
at  Madison,  s!i  11  be  considered  ?.s  incorporated 
banks,  according-  to  the  true  tenor  of  the  charters 
granted  ‘o  said  banks  by  the  legislature  of  the  In- 
diana  territory:  Pm-iilrd,  I'hat  nothing  herein 

contai’  fd  shall  be  so  ccnstrned  as  to  prevent  the 
general  assembly  from  adopting  either  of  the  afore- 
said banks  as  the  state  bank:  And  in  case  either 

of  them  shall  be  adopted  as  the  state  bank,  the  other' 
may  become  a brancit,  under  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions herein  before  p;  escribed. 

AIITICLE  XI. 

Sec.  1.  Every  person  who  shall  be  chosen  orap- 
point'^d  to  any  office  of  trust  or  profit,  under  the 
auihorltv  of  this  stale,  shall  before  entering  on  the 
duties  of  said  office,  take  an  o;itli,  or  aflirmation, 
befoi-e  any  person  lawfully  axithorised  to  adeninis- 
ter  o^.tlts,  to  support  the  constitution  of  the'Uuited 
Su*e^,  and  tlie  constitution  of  this  state,  and  also 
an  oaih  of  office. 

Sec.  2.  Treason  against  this  state  sbajl  consist 
only  in  kv\ing  war  against  it,  in  adhering  to  its 
enemies,  or  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

See.  3-  No  person  .s)  all  be  convicted  of  treason, 
unless  on  ti\e  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the 
same  overt  act,  or  his  own  confession  in  open  court. 

Sec.  4.  The  manner  of  administering  an  oath  of 
affirmation  shall  be  such  .as  is  most  consistent  with 
the  conscience  of  the  deponent,  and  shall  be  esteem- 
ed the  most  solemn  appeal  to  God. 

Sec.  5.  Every  person  shall  be  disqualified  from  ] 
serving  as  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  senator,] 
or  representative,  for  the  term  for  winch  he  shall] 
have  been  elected,  who  shall  have  been  convicted 
of  having  given  or  offered  any  bribe,  treat,  or  re- 
ward, to  procure  his  election. 

Sec.  6.  All  officers  shall  reside  within  the  state; 
and  all  district,  county,  or  town  officers,  within 
their  respective  district,  counties,  or  towns,  (the 
trustees  of  the  ^wn  of  Clarksville  excepted)  and 
shall  keep  their  respective  offices  at  such  places 
tlier.einas  m.ay  be  directed  by  law;  .in d all  military 
officers  shall  reside  wi'hin  the  bounds  of  their  di- 
vision, hrig;icle,  regiment,  battalion  or  company,  to 
which  they  may  severally  belong. 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  or  invo- 
luntary servitude  in  this  state,  otherwise  than  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted.  Nor  shall  any  indenture 
of  any  negro  or  mulatto  hereafter  made  and  execu- 
ted out  of  the  bounds  of  this  state,  be  of  any  validi- 
ty within  the  state. 

Sec.  8.  No  act  of  the  gener.al  assembly  shall  be 
in  force  until  it  shall  have  been  published  in  print, 
unless  incases  of  emergency. 

Sec.  9.  All  commissions  shall  be  in  the  n.ame,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  and  sealed 
with  the  state  seal,  and  signed  by  the  governor,  and 
attested  by  the  secretary  of  stale. 

Sec.  10.  There  shall  be  elected  In  each  county,  a 
recorder,  who  shall  bold  his  office  during  the  term 
of  seven  years,  if  he  shall  so  long  behave  well:  JPro- 
“wV/e//,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent] 
^le  clerks  of  the  circuit  courts  from  holding  the  j 
office  of  recorder. 

Sec.  11.  Corydon,  in  Harrison  county,  shall  be  < 
the  seat  of  government  of  tlie  stale  of  Indiana,  un-! 
til  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,  andj 
until  removed  by  law..  I 


I Sec.  12.  The  general  assembly,  when  they  lay  off 
I any  new  county,  shall  not  reduce  the  old  county,  or 
j counties,  from  which  the  same  slmil  be  taken,  to  a 
jless  content  than  four  hundred  square  miles. 

I Sec.  13  No  person  shall  hold  morethanonelu- 
Icrative  office  at  the  same  time,  except  as  in  this 
j constitution  expressly  permitted. 

Sec.  14.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  as  a coun- 
ty officer,  within  any  county,  who  shall  rot  have 
been  a citizen  and  an  inhabitant  therein  one  year 
next  preceding  his  appointment,  if  the  county  shall 
have  been  so  long  erected;  but  if  the  county  sh.dl 
not  have  been  so  long  erected,  then  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  which  it  shall 
have  be^n  taken. 

Sec.  15.  All  town  and  township  officers  shall  be 
appointed  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  directed  by 
law. 

Sec.  16.  The  following  officers  of  government 
shall  not  be  allowed  greater  annual  salaries,  until 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  than  as 
follows — the  governor,  one  thousand  dollars;  the 
secretary  of  stutc,  fo«r  hundred  dollars;  the  auditor 
of  public  accounts,  four  hundred  dollars;  the  trea- 
surer, four  hundi’ed  dollars;  the  judges  of  the  su. 
preme  court,  eight  hundred  dollars  each;  the  presi- 
denis  of  tlie  circuit  courts,  eight  hundred  dollars 
each;  and  the  members  of  the  general  assembly, 
not  exceeding  tw*o  dollars  per  day  each,  during 
their  attendance  on  the  same;  and  two  dollars  for 
every  twenty-five  miles  they  shall  severally  travel, 
on  the  most  usual  route  in  going  to,  and  returning 
from  the  general  assembly:  after  winch  time,  their 
p.ay  shall  be  regulated  by  law.  But  no  law,  passed 
to  increase  the  pay  of  the  menibers  of  the  general 
assembly,  shall  take  effect  untill  after  the  close  of 
the  session  at  which  such  la\v  shall  have  been  pas- 
sed. 

Sec  ir.  In  order  that  the  boundaries  of  the  state 
of  Indiana  may  more  clearly  be  known  and  estab- 
lished, it  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  that  the 
following  shall  be,  and  foreve.e  remain,  the  boun- 
daries of  the  said  state,  to  wit:  bounded  on  the 
east,  by  the  meridian  line  which  forms  the  western 
boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio;  on  the  south,  by  the 
Ohio  river,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Groat  Miami 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Wabash;  on  the 
west,  by  a line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  Wa- 
bash river,  from  its  mouth,  to  a point,  where  a due 
north  line  drawn  from  the  town  of  Vincennes  would 
last  touch  the  northwestern  shore  of  the  said  Wa- 
bash river;  and  from  thence,  by  a due  north  line 
until  the  same  shall  intersect  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  a point  ten  miles  north  of  the  south- 
ern extreme  of  lake  Michigan;  on  the  nortli,  by  the 
Sidd  east  and  west  line,  until  the  same  .shall  inter- 
sect the  first  mentioned  meridian  line,  wliich  forme 
the  western  boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

AUTICLE  XII. 

Sec.  1.  That  no  evils  or  inconvenience  may  arise 
from  the  change  of  a territorial  government  to  z 
permanent  state  government,  it  is  declared  by  this 
constitution,  that  all  rjghts,  suits,  actions,  prose- 
cutions, recognizances,  contracts,  and  claims,  bot'k 
as  it  respects  individuals  and  bodies  corporate, 
shall  continue  as  if  no  change  had  taken  place  in 
this  government. 

Sec.  2.  All  fines,  pcnaUie.s,  and  forfeitures,  due, 
and  owing  to  the  territory  of  Indiana,  or  any  coun- 
ty therein,  shall  inure  to  the  use  of  the  state  or 
county.  .Ml  bonds  executed  to  the  governor,  or 
any  other  officer,  in  his  official  capacity  in  the  ter- 
ritory, shall  pass  over  to  the  governor,  or  oth^' 
officers  of  tlie  state  or  county,  and  their  succes£h?s 
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in  office,  for  the  use  of  the  state  or  county,  or  by  j and  Perry,  one  senator,  and  each  of  the  aforesaid 
him  or  them  to  be  respectively  assigned  , over  to  counties  of  Posey,  Warrick,  and  Perry,  one.repre- 


the  use  of  those  coacerneJ,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  3.  The  governor,  secretary,  and  judges, 
and  all  other  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  uuder 
the  territorial  government,  shall  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  depajrt- 
ments,  until  the  said  officers  are  superseded  under 
the  authority  of  this  constitution. 

^ec.  4.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  now  in  fbrce 
in  this  territory,  not  inconsistent  with  this  consti- 
tution, shall  continue  and  remain  in  full  force  and 
effect  until  they  expire,  or  be  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  The  governor  shall  use  bis  private  seal 
until  a state  seal  be  procured. 

Sec.  6.  The  governor,  secretary  of  state,  auditor 
of  public  accounts,  and  treasurer,  shall  severally 
reside  and  keep  all  the  public  records,  books  and 
papers,  in  any  manner  relating  to  their  respective 
offices,  at  the  seat  of  government;  Provided^  not- 
•ioiihstandin^,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  residence  of  the 
governor  for  the  space  of  six  months,  and  until 
buildings,  suitable  for  his  accompdation,  shall  be 
procured  at  the  expense  of  the  state. 

Sec.  7.  All  suits,  pleas,  plaints,  and  otlier  pro- 
ceeding's now  depending  in  any  court  of  record,  or 
justices  courts,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  final  judg- 
ment and  execution,  and  all  appeals,  writs  of  error, 
certiorari,  injunction,  or  other  proceedings  what- 
ever, shall  progress,  and  be  carried  on,  hi  the  re- 
spective court  or  courts,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
now  provided  by  law,  and  all  proceedings  had  there- 
in, in  as  full  and  complete  a maimer  as  if  this  con- 
stitution were  not  adopted.  And  appeals  and  writs 
of  error,  may  be  taken  from  the  circuit  court,  and 
general  court,  now  established  in  the  Indiana  ter- 
ritory, to  the  supreme  court  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

Sec.  8.  The  president  of  this  convention  shall 
issue  writs  of  election,  directed  to  the  several  she- 
riffs of  the  seve<>d  counties,  requiring  them  to 
cause  an  election  to  be  held  for  governor,  lieuten- 
ant-governor, representative  to  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  members  of  the  general  assembly, 
sheriffs,  and  coroners,  at  the  respective  election 
districts  in  each  county,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Au- 
gust next;  Which  election  shall  be  conducted  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  existing  election  laws 
of  the  Indiana  territory;  and  the  said  governor, 
lieutenant-governor,  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, sheriffs,  and  coi'oners,  then  duly  elected, 
shall  continue  to  exercise  the  duties  of  their  res- 
pective offices  for  the  time  prescribed  by  this  con- 
stitution,  and  until  their  successor  or  successors 
'are  qualified,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  9.  Until  thefh'st  enumeration  shall  be  made, 
as  directed  by  this  constitution,  the  cotlnty  of 
Wayne  shall  be  entitled  to  one  senator,  and  three 
representatives;  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  sena- 
tor, and  three  representatives;  the  county  of  Dear- 
born, one  senator,  and  two  representatives;  the 
county  of  Switzerland,  one  representative;  and  the 
county  of  Jefferson  and  Switzerland,  one  senator, 
and  the  county  of  Jefferson,  two  representatives; 
the  county  of  Clark,  one  senator,  and  three  repre- 
sentatives; the  county  of  Harrison,  one  senator,  and 
Three  representatives;  the  counties  of  Washington, 
Orange,  and  Jackson,  oue  senator,  and  the  county 
of  Washington,  two  representatives;  the  caunties  of 
Orange  xind  Jackson,  one  representative  each;  the 
oounty  of  Knox,  one  senator,  and  three  represen- 
tatives; the  county  of  Gibson,  one  senator,  and  two 
representatives;  the  counties  of  ,Fovey,  AVarrick, 


sentatiVe. 

Sec.  10.  All  books,  records,  documents,  warrants, 
and  papers,  appertaining  and  belonging  to  the 
office  of  the  territorial  treasurer  of  the  Indiana 
territory,  and  all  monies  therein,  and  all  papers 
and  documents  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
said  territory,  shall  be  di.sposed  of  as  the  general 
assembly  of  this  state  may  direct. 

Sec.  11.  All  suits,  actions,  pleas,  plaints,  prose-' 
cutions,  and  causes  whatsoever,  and  all  records, 
books,  papers  and  documents,  now  ia  the  general 
court,  may  be  transferred  to  the  supreme  court  es- 
tablkhed  by  this  constitution:  And  all  causes,  suits, 
actions,  pleas,  plaints,  and  prosecutions  whatsoever, 
now  existing  or  pending  ia  the  circuit  courts  of 
this  territory,  or  which  may  be  therein  at  the  cfiange 
of  government,  and  all  records,  books,  papers  and 
documents,  relating  to  the  said  suits,  or  filed  in  tiie 
said  courts,  may  be  transferred  over  to  tlie  circuit 
courts  established  by  this  constitution,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as,  the  general  assembly  may 
direct 

Done  in  convention  at  Corydon,  on  the  twen- 
ty-ninth day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States, 
the  fortieth. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed our  names. 

JONATHAN  JENNlNGS, 
President  of  the  Convention, 
and  Delegate  from  the  county  of  Clark. 


Clark  Comity. 
Thomss  Oarr, 

John  K-  Graham, 
James  Lemon, 

James  Scott, 

Dearborn  County. 
.Tames  Diil, 

Ezra  Ferris, 

Solomon  Manwaring, 
Franklin  County. 
James  Brownlee, 
William  11.  Eads, 
Robert  Hanna, 

Enoch  McCarty, 
James  Noble, 

Gibson  County. 
Alexander  Devin, 
Fred.  Rapp, 

David  Robb, 

James  Smith, 

Harrison  County. 
John  Boone, 

Davis  Floyd, 

Daniel  C.  Lane, 
Dennis  Pennington, 
Patrick  Shields, 


Attest, 


Jefferson  County. 
Nathl.  Hunt, 

David  H.  Maxwell, 
Samuel  Smock, 

Knox  County. 
John  Badollet. 

John  Benefiel, 

Jno.  Johnson, 

Wm.  PoLke, 

B,  Parke, 

Perry  County. 
Charles  Polke, 

Posey  County. 
Dapn  Lynn, 

Switzerland  County. 
AVilliam  Cotton, 

Washington  County. 
Job's;  De  Pauw, 
William  Graham, 
William  Lowe, 

Samuel  Milroy, 

Robert  Meintire, 

Wayne  County. 
Patrick  Baird, 
Jeremiah  Cox, 

Hugh  Cull, 

Joseph  Holman, 


WILUAM  HENDRICRS,  secretary. 


OllDIIirAXCE. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  the  territorij  of  Indiana,  in  convention' met  at  Pqry- 
don,  on  Monday,  the  tenth  day  of  .Tune,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen.  That  we.  do 
for  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  agree,  determine, 
declare,  .and  ordain,  that  vve  \yill,  and  do.  hereby, 
accept  the  propositions  of  the  Coi^gress  of  the 
Uhited  States,  as  made  and  contained  in  their  act 
of  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
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by  his  valor  and  conduct,  in  capturing,  at  the  same 
time,  the  British  ships  of  war  Cyane  and  Levant, 
and  it  is  the  desire  of  this  commonwealth  to  evince 
the  grateful  sense  entertained  of  his  services,  and 
present  to  him  some  suitable  token  of  its  approba- 
tion— 

Be  it  resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested 
to  present  the  thanks  of  this  commonwealth,  to 


and  sixteen,  entitled,  “an  act  to  enable  the  people 
'»of  the  Indiana  territory  to  form  a state 
-ment  and  constitution,  and  for  ^he  admission  o 
“such  state  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
“the  original  states.” 

And  we  do,  further  for  ourselves  and  our  pbste 
ritv,  hereby  ratify,  confirm,  and  establish  t^.  boun- 
daries of  the  sr.id  stale  of  Indiana  as  fixed,  pre- 
fcrlbed,  laid  down,  and  establisi.ech  in  the  act  of 
Congress  aforesaid;  and  we  do  also  further  for  our- 


land  sold  by  the  United  States,  lying  within  the 
gaid  state,  and  which  shall  be  sold  from  and  aftei 
fUhe  first  dav  ofDecember  next,  shall  be  and  remain 
' exempt  from  any  tax  laid  by  order  or  under  any 
authority  of  the  said  state  of  Indiana,  or  by  or  umlei 
the  authority  of  the  general  assembly  fnereot, 
whether  for  state,  county,  or  township,  or  any  other 
purpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  five  years  from 
and  after  the  day  of  sale  of  any  such  tr»t  of  land; 
and  we  do  moreover  for  ourselves  and  our  poste- 
rity, hereby  declare  and  ordain,  that  this  ordinance, 
arid  every  part  tliereof,  shall  forever  be  and  remain 
irrevocable  and  inviolate,  without  the  consent  of 
the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  first  had  Uhis  office 


United  States  frigate  Constitution  and  the  ships  of 
war  Cyane  and  Levant,  and  likewise  procure  for  and 
present  to  him,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth* 
an  appropriate  sword. 

liEEs  Hile,  speaker  of  the 

house  of  representatives. 
John  'ronn,  speaker  of  the  senate. 

Approved  the  fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen.  SIMON  SNYDER. 

Sj.cretaiiy’s  office. 

IIurrMur^h,  Avg.  5,  1817. 

Icertify,  the  within  resolution  to  be  a correct  co- 
py of  the  original,  now  remaining  on  the  files  of 


and  obtained  for  the  alteration  thereof,  or  any  pari 
thereof.  JONATHAN  JENNINGS, 

Prandent  of  the  Convooition. 
June  29th,  1816— Attest, 

WiLLiai«  Hewpricks,  Secretary. 


Honor  to  the  Brave. 

Philadelphia  Sept.  23.— Yesterday  having  been 
designated  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  capt, 
Stewart,  the  sword  voted  to  him  by  the  legislature 
of  the  state,  arrangements  were  accordingly  made 
on  board  the  Franklin  74,  lying  off  Chester.  About 
2 o’clock,  gen.  Duncan,  accompanied  by  his  aids 
ir  iiora  Foering  and  Otto,  were  received  on  board 
01  Oi-i  Franklin  with  suitable  honors.  The  members 
of  U.e  state  legislature  from  the  city,  commodore 
Murray,  captain  W.  Jones,  gen  Worrell,  and  a num- 
ber of  respectable  civil  characters  were  assembled 
on  the  qviarler  deck,  when  gen.  Duncan  addressed 
capt  Stewart  in  the  following  words: — 

Captuin  Charles  Stewart, 

Sir— Honored  by  his  escellency  gov.  Snyder  with 
the  presentation  to  you  of  a sword,  and  other  testi- 
moiiwls  of  the  grateful  sense  entertained  of  your 
services,  permit  me  to  read  the  documents  which  ' 


Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year 
above  mentioned. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Sec’y.  (Seal.) 

Harrishurgh,  "2d  Aj/g.  1817. 

To  capt  Charles  Stewart, 

Sin— I have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  (as  you 
will  perceive,  by  the  enclosed  legislative  resolve,) 
the  grateful  thanks  voted  by  the  representatives  of 
of  your  fellow  citizens,  for  your  brave  conduct  ia 
the  capture  during  the  late  war,  with  an  inferior 
forcfi,  under  your  command,  of  the  British  ships  of 
w'ar  Cyane  and  Levant.  As  >itVU  more  expressive 
of  patViotic  feeling,  I present  also  as  directed,  ia 
the  name  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  through  my 
aid,  general  Williana  Daincan,  a sword,  which  you 
are  asked  to  accept,  in  token  of  their  full  approba- 
tion— and  I add  as  commemorative  likewise  of  that, 
bravery,  g,iliantry  and  skill,  which  has  humbled  a 
haughty  and  heretofore  unconquered  foe. 

I 'shall  feel  myself  honoured,  if  along  with  the 
genei-al  applause  of  our  fellow  citizens,  you  will  ac 

cept  assunuices  of  high  consideration, 'from 
^ eivrrw:  gvtvt 


hold  in  my  hand,  in  presence  of  this  respectable  Uhe  following 


SLVION  SNYDER. 
After  reading  these  documents  gen.  Duncan  in 
presenting  the  sword,  addressed  capt.  Stewart  in 


terms: 


auditory. 

Jlarrisbxirgh,  Ang.  6,  1817. 

Sir — I am  directed  by  the  goven:or  to  inclose  to 
you  a copy  of  a resolution  passed  by  the  legis- 
Va'urc,  diiecLing  him  to  proewe  and  prestiU  a 
sworu  to  captuin  Charles  Stewart— wlncli  copy, 
together  with  the  inclosed  letter,  you  will  take  the 
earliest  opportuuiiy  of  presenting  to  captain  Stew- 
art_,  at  the  same  lime  voii  present  the  sword,  as 
the  governor  requests  you  will  do- 

Tat;  vord  is  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Liberty  Browne, 
on  vv'hom  you  will  please  to  e\.il  for  it  On  slmw 
ir.g  or  reading  to  aim  the  contents  of  this  letter, 
he  Will,  L presume,  make  uodiinculty  in  delivering 
it. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  yourobedier.tser’vt. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  sec’y. 

Gen.  Duncan. 

Whereas,  captain  Charles  Stewart,  a native 
Pennsylvania,  commander  of  the  United  States  fri 
gate  Constitution,  has  highly  distinguished  hunselfi 


J 


Capt.  Charles  Stewart, 

Sir — Pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  obe- 
dience to  the  commands  ofhis  excellency  governor 
Snyder,  1 have  the  honor  to  present  this  sw’ord, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  as  testimonials 
of  tiie  grateful  sense  entenained  of  yoirr  highly  me- 
ritorious services  during  the  late  war. 

Whilst  1 duly  appreciate  the  distinguished  homw 
conferred  on  me,  on  this  pleasing  occasion,  I beg 
leave  respectfully  to  mingle  ivith  the  government 
and  the  united  voice  of  a grateful,  free,  and  enlight- 
ened people,  the  assurances  of  my  high  considera- 
tion and  esteem. 

To  which  capt.  Stewart  made  the  subjoined  reply: 
Sir — I except  with  the  highest  sense  of  respect 
and  gratitude  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  on 
me  this  day,  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  my 
native  state,  and  consider  it  as  a new  pledge  of  out- 
beloved  count!-}',  that  I shall  ever  be  ambitious  toc^ 
deserve  so  signal  a mark  of  her  favor. 
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I shall  preserve  this  sword  in  testimony  of  the  li- 
beral sentiments  oftlie  disting’uished  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, towards  myself  and  late  faithful  comrades 
in  arms,  and  as  a token  of  approbation  of  the  com- 
monwealth, of  the  g-iillan'cry  exliibited  by  those  I had 
the  honor  to  command. 

1 beg  you,  sir,  to  return  my  thanks  to  his  excel- 
lency tiie  governor,  for  the  honorable  manner  in 
which  iie  ha.s  presented  through  you  the  tl>anks  of 
the  represen’alives  of  our  fellow  citizens,  togeth- 
«r  with  his  own  personal  approbatbn  of  our  con- 
duct. 

You  have  been  pleased,  sir,  to  execute  bis  excel- 
lency's commands,  so  highly  flattering  to  me,  that 
1 solicit  your  acceptance  of  my  tiranks,  with  my  as- 
frunuice,  that  it  will  ever  remain  sensibly  impressed 
ai  my  hear':.’* 

Tiie  ceremony  having  been  completed,  the  vi  si- 
tors  were  gratified’ with  a complete  view  of  the  in- 
te.'ior  of  this  superb  ship,  which  is  pronounced,  by 
coDDpetent  judges,  to  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any 
that  floats  on  the  ocean.  Her  crew,  which  consists 
of  nearly  seven  hundred,  are  young,  active  and  ex- 
pert; and  went  through  some  of  their  evolutions  to 
tbe  great  satisfaction  of  the  party  who  had  the  ho- 
nor of  being  on  board.  At  about  4 o’clock  the  com- 
pany sat  down  to  a very  elegant  repast;  and  expe- 
rienced from  commodore  Stewart,  his  worthy  cap- 
tain, Ballard,  first  lieutenant,  Morgan,  and  other 
gentlemen  officers,  the  most  marked  attentions  and 
civilities. 

The  commodore  gave  a.s  his  first  toast,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Captain  Ballard  gave 
the  memory  of  general  Washington. 

Tlie  commodore,  then,  in  reference  to  the  occa- 
sion, offered  the  following,  which  was  received  with 
due  approbation: 

The  commonwealth  of  Penitsylvania, enlightened, 
liberal  and  patriotic. 

Gen.  Duncan,  taking  advantage  of  a short  absence 
of  the  -cpmmodoie,  proposed  the  following,  which 
was  received  with  unmingled  applause; — 

The  gallant  captain  Charles  Stewart^  who,  by  the 
capture  at  the  same  time  of  the  British  ships  of  war 
Gy  me  and  Levant,  capped  the  climax  of  American 
naval  superiority,  ,and  thus  terminated  a just  war 
in  a blaze  of  glory  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  the 
world. 

“Bene  Meretur  patria.** 

Having  partaken  of  the  ho.spitality  and  generosi- 
ty of  the  occasion,  and  delighted  with  the  noble- 
ness and  granduer  of  the  ship,  and  the  discipline  of 
her  numerous  crew,  tiie  party  returned  to  the  city 
under  the  pleasing  reflection  of  having  been  asso- 
ciates in  rendering  suitable  honors  to  a brave  and 
worthy  fellow  citizen. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

As  a woman  was  lately  bargaining  for  a sheep’s 
head,  at  a butclter’s  shop  ia  London,  a young  man 
entered  and  saying,  “ma’am  you  had  better  have  a 
calf’s  head — I can  let  you  have  one  at  a cheap  rate,” 
he  seized  a Urge  knife,  and  applying  it  to  his  throat, 
nearly  severed  his  wind  pipe  in  two!  Care  was  im- 
mediately taken  of  him,  but  it  was  thought  he 
would  not  live,  as  he  had  torn  the  bandages  from 
his  neck. 

From  3000  to  3500  barrels  of  flour  are  every  day 
carried  from  Liverpool  into  the  interior.  Yet  the 
harvest  is  reported  as  good,  and  the  crops  though 
Europe,  generally,  as  being  very  abundant. 

A late  English  paper  states,  that  the  amount  paid 


for  Stattomiry  ahnct  for  tlic  different  departmmls 
of  the  British  governmeiit,  last  yeai-,  was  ir»J,b00 
dollrnrs. 

In  answer  to  a query  in  the  European 
Magazine,  liow  *'7ioihing**  Can  be  a subst.mtive,  a 
writer  remarks:  I shall  frame  my  ans  vc-r  by 

proving  that  nothing  is  something,  and  conse- 
qu'fently  that  nothhig.  in  grammar^  has  a legitimate 
claim  to  the  appeUation  of  substantive.  What  is  a 
Word.?  A word  is  something.  Nothing  is  a word 
— nothing  is  something. 

FRANCE. 

It  seems  slrange  to  read  of  the  depredations  of 
ufotves  in  an  old  settled  couniry  like  France.  We 
have  an  account  tli.it  one  of  those  animals  lately 
rusJied  upon  a group  of  children  playing  in  front  of  a 
hov^se,  and  carried  offor’e  of  them,  which  was  res- 
cued. however,  by  tlie  desperate  intrepidity  of  ita- 
mother.  In  the  United  State.s,  these  animals,  are'al- 
ready  rare— arms  in  the  liands  every  man,  have 
nearly  extennirrated  tliein,  even  in  the  rudest  parts 
of  our  country.  An  armed  people  is  the  best  defence 
against  all  sorts  of  -aolves. 

The  following  anecdote  is  related  in  an  interest- 
ing letter  from  an  officer  of  our  squadron  in  the 
Mediterranean— “One  evening,  whilst  we  lay  in 
Marseilles,  iliere  was  a boat  with  six  OT  eight  gen- 
tlemeniy  looking  men  in  it,  pulling  round  the  ship, 
viewingber,  when  our  bar»d  struck  up  the  .M.ar.seil- 
les  hymn.  You  W’ill  recollect  that  in  the  time  of  the 
French  revolution,  this  was,  at  one  time,the  nation- 
al tune.  They  used  to  sing  it  throughout  the  ranks 
in  action,  and  charge  with  it;  it  inspired  them  in  the 
same  manner  the  bag'pipes  do  the  Scotch  highland- 
ers. The  leader  and  principal  part  of  our  band  are 
French;  and,  I believe,  struck  up  this  tune  inteniion- 
ally,  a,s  it  is  treason  to  play  it  under  the  existing 
government.  The  tune  avhs  no  sooner  stnick  up 
tiian  the  people  in  the  boat  pulled  of  their  hats, 
danced,  beat  time,  clapped,  cheered,  and  appeared 
frantic  with  joy;  it  gave  them  new  life.  The  princi- 
pal part  of  them,  could  well  recollect  the  time  when 
this  tune  was  first  brought  in  fashion;  perhaps  some 
of  them  had  rushed  on  to  victory  with  it  in  their 
mouths. — W)at  ideas  it  must  h.ave  brought  into 
their  minds!  Once  it  was  considered  as  a mark  of 
a true-hearted  Frenchman,  to  sing  or  play  it;  now, 
that  of  a traitor  to  his  king.  These  trifling  incidents 
tend  to  show  the  disposition  of  the  people.” 

SPAIN. 

Accounts  are  said  to  have  been  received  at  Ha- 
vana, thatthequeen  of  Spain  had  been  delivered  of 
a son.  We  are  sorry  for  it — we  do  not  like  Che 
breed. 

Without  reflection,  we  mentioned  that  Ignaiiui 
ieyo/abaJ  been  appointed  commander  of  the  Spa- 
nish ai’mies,  as  an  evidence  of  the  returning  influ- 
ence of  the  Jesuits.  This  personage  was  the  founder 
of  that  famous  order,  whose  intrigues  and  crimes 
have  reached  every  corner  of  the  earth,  and  has 
been  dead  about  300  years!  He  is  a saint,  as  well 
as  St.  Anthony.  The  latter  is  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Portuguese.  How  if  these  leaders  should  be  op- 
posed in  mortal  strife? — O!  that  man  should 
abused  with  such  abominable  stuff! 

DENMARK. 

The  Petersburg^  Va.  “Intelligencer”  says.— The 
English  editors  remark,  that  the  Danish  government 
are  making  extraordinary  exertions  for  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  navy.  These  editors  made  a simi- 
lar remark  concerning  the  same  power  about  ten 
years  ago,  accompanied  witli  a strenuous  call  upon 
“his  majesty’s  government”  for  the  utter  annihila- 
tion of  the  panish  luvy.  Tbe  Panish  navy  vias  Qg". 
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tiihllnted 

tliirHlion 


without  even  the  usual  formality  of  a de- . “Purchasers  have  ofTVred  to  huy  the  pr 
of  war  previotisly  taking  place.  The ' condition  that  the  crew  is  given  up,  to  w'hi< 


ize  on 
'hich  last 


notorious  .lackson  was  despatched,  wiili  a powerful  j the  comntander  will  not  consejit,  but  is  ready  to  sell 
jlrei  at  his  heels,  to  Copenhagen,  with  this  very  vessel  and  cargo;  the  prize  has  already  been  greatly 
modest  message — “That  as  the  king  of  DeninMrk  hud  iplundered.“ 
thought  proper  to  increase  his  navy  without  entering 
into  any  exjiLnation  with  the  Hritlsh  court  as  to 
])is  designs  in  so  doing,  his  majeS'V  the  king  of 
fireat  Britain  demanded  that  the  WanVsh  navy  should 
be  entrusted  to  liis  keeping  during  tlie  continuance 
of  the  war  tlien  existing  between  his  majesty  and 
the  ruler  of  France.”  'I'he  proper  answer  being 
retunied  to  this  demand,  and  there  cou/don\y  one 
answ'er  liave  been  returned  to  n demand  bo  un- 
paralleled— the  bombardment  of  Copenhagen  im- 
mediately commenced.  A great  part  of  that  splendid 


WEST  ivniES. 

The  tonnage  on  American  vessels,  entering  the 
port  of  Havana  last  year,  is  said  to  have  amounted 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  g 180,000. 

rLonioi. 

It  is  conjectured  tliat  Gregor  has  arrived  in 
the  C'uesapeake.  The  report  is  again  revived  that 
t!ie  United  States  havem-  dc,  or  are  about  to  con- 
c'.uJe,  a treaty  wiiii  Spain  for  the  purchase  of  the  Flc'. 
rid  js.  Tlie  price  is  given  at  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Whether  in  this,  t'.jc  claims  for  spoliations  are  to 


capital,  churches,  palaces,  not  excepting  the  royal  i be  settled  or  not,  is  not  stated, 
palace  itself,  was  involved  in  one  common  ruin. — j On  the  13th  of  September  the  Spaniards  attack- 
Tiie  .shipping  in  the  harbor,  and  the  whole  of  lhe|e:l  the  town  of  Fernandina,  (Amelia)  with  between 
royal  navy,  were  either  captured  or  destroyed  ! 2 and  3oO  men — after  a sharp  contest  with  the  bay- 
Let  Denmark  beware!  Lest,  forgeting this  lesson,  1 onet,  tliey  were  completely  defeated,  witli  the  loss 
which  ought  to  be  engraved  eternally  upon  lierl  of  several  men,  killed  and  wounded.  The  force  oC 
memory,  by  attempting  a seconJ  lime  to  extend  lier  I the  ^‘patriots”  was  about  150,  all  told;  they  did 
arm  upon  the  sea,  slie  provoke  a a<rcond..yisit  from  I not  suffer  much.  Many  persons  from  .\melia  had 
the  27icentZ/oJ*jea  of  Copenhagen.  | retired  to  St,  Mary’s.  The  infamous  col.  Wood- 

Danish  navy. — By  a gentleman  recently  ficm  Co«!bine  was  at  the  island — for  pursoses  not  stated. — 
penhagen,  we  learn,  that  the  following  is  all  that  the  j Mr.  Hubbard,  late  sheriff  of  Mew'-York,  seems  to 
Danisn  navy  now  consists  of,  with  the  exception  of:  have  much  influence  and  authority.  The  people 
some  light  vessels  in  the  West  Indies,  and  a few  gun  \ of  Florida  do  not  appear  to  have  any  love  for  the 
vessels. 

Pho:ni,x, 

Princess  Charlotte, 

A new  74  ready  to  launch, 

3 new  frigates  of 


64 
74 
36 

14  to  18 

I 74  and  1 64,  whose  keels  had  just  been  laid. 

II  was  evident  to  our  informant,  that  the  govern- 

ment T/ere  making  very  considerable  eflbris  to  re- 
establish their  naval  armament  upon  the  footing 
that  it  was  before  it  fell  into  ihe  hands  of  their 
Jiiends^  Uie  British.  The  74’s  are  building  upon  a 
new  con.slruction,  being  almost  pink  stern,  so  that 
they  can  fight  tlieir  quarter  guns  at  an  angle  of  30 
degrees  with  the  keel.  [Host.  Pat. 

RUSSIA. 

St.  Peterslntrg-,  June  20. — Odessa  is  in  an  increas- 
ing state  of  prosperity.  VVdien  the  Duke  of  Richelieu 
was  appointed  governor  of  that  colony  in  1803,  the 
duties  from  the  customs  only  amounted  to  twenty- 
eight  Uiousand  ruble.s  a year;ihey  are  now  estimated 
at  more  than  a naUlion.  Those  on  brandy  were  then 
but  fourteen  tliousand;  they  are  now  three  hundred 
and  seventy.five  thousand.  The  post-office  depart- 


j “patriots,”  and  anxiously  look  for  a transfer  to 
64  guns. ! the  United  State.s.  Several  very  valuable  prizes 
jhad  lately  arrived  at  Amelia,  and  the  force,  afloat, 

! was  respectable  for  its  strength. — Com.  Aury,  with 
j two  large  ])iivaieers,  and  a prize  of  great  value^ 
each  I had  arrived— he  proposed  a salute  with  the  United 
Stales  brig  Saranac,  but  tlie  request  was  passed 
over  in  silence.  What  is  to  be  the  issue  of  thus 
ittle  ivar  we  cannot  guess;  and,  indeed,  feel  very 
Aidiffereni  about  it.  Those  wiio  fight  for  freedom, 
i — to  avenge  the  wrongs,  or  even  to  retaliate  the 
grievances  of  their  country,  enlist  us  in  their  cause 
at  once:  but  tlie  affair  at  Amelia,  whatever  may 
have  been  its  original  design,  seems  to  liave  dege- 
nev;-t  d in  a mere  usyl.mi  for  privateers,  ard  to  be  in- 
tended as  a depot  for  smuggling  into  the  United 
Stales.  The  Saranac,  however,  will  take  care  that 
the  “republic  suffers  no  detriment.” 

“srASISU  AMERICA.” 

By  the  return  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  from 
her  cruise  llu'ough  the  West  Indies,  ami  along  the 
coasts  of  V’enezuela,  we  have  some  interesting  facts. 
The  flag  of  freedom  still  flies  at  JMargarelta — the 
gallant  people  of  that  island  had  fought  tliree  hard 
battles  with  the  bloody  Morilio,  in  which  he  lost  at 


ruent,  which  then  produced  three  thous:md  rubles, 
now  yields  forty  thousand.  The  Duke  of  Richelieu ! least  1500  iqen,  and  compelled  him  to  re  tire  pre- 
bus  immortalized  himself  by  the  services  he  has  j cipitately  to  tlie  main;  to  which,  perhaps,  lie  was 


rendered  to  that  colony. 

BABBAHT  rOWEBS. 

Corunna,  Juiy  5. — “Yesterday,  entered  this  port, 
" ‘ ’ ■ was  some  time  ago  at 


the  Tunissian  sch’r  that 


also  induced  by  the  progress  of  liolivar,  who  is  at 
the  head  of  a very  respectable  body  of  patriots. 
The  whole  Spanish  force  in  the  several  provinces 
of  Yaiezuela,  and  in  New  C4i'enada,  is  estimated  at 


Cwnarinas,  and  last  from  Deal,  and  brought  in  as  a 1 6000  Spaniai  ds,  and  2 to  3000  Creole  and  Indian 
prize  the  Bremen  ketch  Leda,  Weucke,master,  from  i troops.  That  of  the  patriots,  embodied,  estimated 
Bordeaux,  witli  wine,  brandy  and  drygoods,  bound  j at  from  4 to  8000;  and  it  was  lliouglit  they  might 


to  Bremen;  captured  on  the  1 4th  ult.  by  said  schr 
•and  a frigate  her  consort,  ofl'  Usbant,  and  put  in  here 
for  water  aud  fresh  provisions:  both  vessels  were 
put  under  quarantine.  Her  name  is  stated  to  be  the 
Tcifa,  and  the  commander’s  Arraviz  Rais  Osman 
Sakisly;  her  crew  said  to  consist  now  of  42  persons. 

are  iormally 


attempt  to  capture  tlie  capital,  Caracas.  The  cotm- 
] try  seems  to  have  lost  the  half  of  its  population  by 
that  s;mguinary  war  tliat  has  bo  long  been  waged  in 
I it.  Extermination,  began  by  the  royal  butchers,  is 
now  the  rule  of  botli  sidcs^ — and  the  state  of  tlio^c 
j that  survive  is  beyond  description  distressing. — 
Dreadful,  indeed,  must  be  the  despotism  of  the 


As  soon  as  he  gets  supplied,  or  tiiey  a 

denied  him,  he  will  proceed  with  the  prize  to  Tunis;  { goveriuneut  to  lead  so  considerable  apart  of  the 
of  the  ketch’s  crew  only  the  mate  is  on  board,  the  1 people  to  seek  liberty  under  such  circumolances  as 


vest  having  remained  on  board  the  frigate. 


they  do. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Mr.  Adams.  We  omitted  to  mention  in  our  last, 
that  Mr.  Adams  had  commenced  the  duties  of  se- 
cretary of  state. 

Mississippi.  David  Holmes  has  been  elected  go- 
vernor of,  and  George  Poindexter,  representative  in 
congress  from,  the  new  state  of  Mississippi,  without 
much,  if  any,  opposition. 

The  Congress  frigate,  capt.  Morris,  has  arrived 
at  Norfolk.  She  visited  Port  au  Prince  and  Cape 
Henry,  and  several  places  on  the  Spanish  Main,  and 
was  every  where  received  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Until  last  week,  when  the  omission  was  pointed 
out  by  one  of  his  friends,  the  editor  thought  that 
he  had  puidished  tlie  constitution  of  Indiana,  at 
length.  It  is  now  inserted,  and  theRsoiSTEa  con- 
tains the  constitutions  of  all  the  states  and  that  of ; 
tlie  United  States,  with  their  several  amendments. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  at  New-Orleans  for 
the  week  ending  tlie  25tl.i  ultimo,  was  73. 

The  British  frigate  La  Pique  hds  been  spoken 
hound  from  Vera  Cruz,  to  Jamaica,  with  mnety  tons 
of  specie  on  board.  A million  of  dollars  ‘10111 -weigh 
about  thirty  tons. 

Specie  flows  in  abundantly — on  abcount  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  for  individuals. 
There  is  probably  more  in  the  country  now  than 
at  any  former  period.  A Briti.sh  government  brig 
has  arrived  at  New  Orleans  from  Vera  Cruz  with  a 
large  quantity,  for  tlie  merchants  of  that  place. 

Died,  onthe22d  ult.  near  the  village  of  Cherry- 
"Valley,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Samvel  R.  Bro-wn^  authorr  of  seve- 
ral useful  works,  and  especially  of  one  just  finish- 
ed, entitled  the  “Western  Gazetteer.’*  He  was  a 
very  intelligent  and  useful  correspondent  of  the 
editor  of  the  Weekly  Reoister,— a sound  patriot 
and  a honest  man. 

Jiiver  Raisin.  The  lands  upon  the  River  Raisin, 
(forever  memorable  on  account  of  the  massacre' 
and  burnhig  alive  of  the  wounded,  in  the  late  war, 
by  allied  savages)  are  rapidly  settling.  Detroit  \s 
a fine  market  for  the  products  of  this  country.  The 
prices  current  at  that  place  on  the  12tl»  ult.  were — 
flour  %l2per  barrel-,  pork  26;  corn  atid  wheat  ^2 
per  bushel,  and  every  thing  else  in  proportion. 

The  Seminoles.  Gen.  Gaines,  who  has  been  ordered 
by  Gen.  Jackson  to  demand  the  delivery  of  certain 
murderers  of  the  Sminoles-^liaving  some  reason  to 
believe  that  they  may  refuse  to  give  them  up, 
has  arranged  a concentration  of  his  troops  at  Fort 
Scott,  and  requested  of  the  Governor  of  Georgia 
a battalion  of  riflemen  and  another  of  light  or  mount- 
ed infantry,  ready  to  assist  him,  if  they  should  be 
wanted — to  assemble  at  Fort  Haw'kins. 

At  xMeath  assizes,  James  Clarke,  Patrick  Clarke, 
Luke  Clarke,  and  Bemard  Finnegan,  were  convict 
ed  of  the  murder  of  W.  Cosman,  servant  to  Robt. 
Sallcry,  at  Cleragly,  and  of  burglary  and  robbery 
in  Sallery’s  house.  All  but  Finnegan  were  executed 
on  Thursday  week.  The  younger  Clarke  died  in 
execrating  and  cursing  the  judge,  the  jurors,  and 
tiie  witnesses  against  him.  Tlie  exhortations  of 
the  reverend  priest  who  attended  him  had  no  ef 
feet  on  his  hardened  mind.  He  shocked  every  per- 
.son  present  with  horrible  expres.sions,  particularly 
this:  “If  my  soul  goes  to  hell,  there,  tliough  burn 

ing  in  fire,  T will  curse  every  person  concerned  in 
bringing  me  to  death.”  London  paper. 

Rapid  carriage.— dollars  were  shipped  in 
the  steam  boat  at  Norfolk,  for  Baltimore,  on  Mon- 
day last,  the  22d  inst.  On  Thursday  last,  Captain 
Willdin,  of  the  Union  steam  boat  line,  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  with  450,000  dollars  of  the  above  sum, 
v/hifch  was  immediately  transferred  to  another 


I steam  boat  of  the  Union  Line,  and  arrived  at  New 
York  yesterday.  Thus  from  12  1-2  lo  16  3-4  tons' 
of  silver,  were  transponed  470  miles  in  four  days 
and  a lialf.  Y.  paper. 

The  Tiger  and  the  Liovess. — The  savage  disposi- 
tion of  the  tiger  was  exemplified  in  this  town,  (says 
a Boston  paper  of  September  8)  by  an  interesting 
occurrence.  A South  American  tiger  (the  Orca,*) 
and  a young  lioness  (the  Brazilian)  were  brought 
here  a short  time  since — and  were  for  a period 
chained  at  a distance  from  each  other  in  the  same 
room.  But  the  roarings,  growlings  and  other  annoy- 
ing accompaniments  of  these  disagreeable  compani‘ 
ons,  induced  the  ov-mers  to  have  a strong  cage  con- 
structed, in  which  they  were  both  placed.  Tiiey 
had  not  long  been  together  before  tlie  tiger  seized 
the  lioness  by  the  back,  bit  her  in  two  parts,  and 
very  soon  demolished  her  remains 

The  reported  fact  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  tlie 
two  animals  came  out  to  this  country  very  quietly 
upon  the  deck  of  the  same  ship. 

South  America.  It  is  stated  in  the  papers  that 
Caeser  A.  Rodney,  and  John  Graham,  esquires,  with, 
perhaps,  another  gentleman,  are  about  to  proceed 
on  a mission  to  South  America— ^‘for  purposes  that 
we  rather  guessed  than  explained.”  We  know 
nothing  of  the  facts  of  this  aflair;  and  mention  it 
only  as  a part  of  the  newspaper  talk  of  the  week. 

Detroit^  Sept.  5. — By  a gentleman  recently  from 
Mackinac,  we  learn  that  the  survey  of  the  isl.ind 
was  nearly  completed.  The  defences  at  that  place 
will  be  much  improved  this  season — the  troops 
(about  200)  are  in  fine  order  and  very  healthy.— 
Colonel  M‘Neil,  having  lately  taken  command  of 
fort  Gratiot,  major  Miller,  it  is  said  will  command 
at  Mackinac. 

About  150  recruits  arrived  at  this  post  last  Wed' 
nesday  evening,  under  command  of  lleut.  Cass. 

Buffalo^  Sept.  23. — A heavy  gale  of  wind  was  ex- 
perienced on  lake  Erie,  on  Tuesday  last.  Several 
vessels  were  driven  down  the  lake,  and  some  consi- 
derably injured.  The  schooner  Nautilus,  fr  im  this 
port  for  Sandusky,  AVas  upset  about  fifty  miles  above 
Erie.  The  passengers  and  crew  succeeded  in  sa- 
ving  themselves  upon  the  side  of  the  vessel  until 
she  drifted  down  the  lake  nearly  off  Erie,  when 
lieut.  J^e-wcomht  of  the  U.  S.  army,  lately  from  Sac- 
ket’s  Harbor,  as  a last  resort,  left  the  vessel  and  at- 
tempted to  reach  the  shore  by  swimming;  but  being 
much  exhausted,  having  been  on  the  wreck  forty- 
eight  hours  without  any  kind  of  .sustenance,  be  waj? 
overcome  by  the  violence  of  the  waves,  and  soon 
sunk,  to  rise  no  more.  The  remainder  of  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  were  soon  after  relieved  by  a boat 
from  the  shore.  

Until  too  late  to  remedy  it,  we  did  not  observe 
that  an  obliging  letter  to  the  Editor  from  Natchi- 
toches, giving  an  account  of  some  events  in  Mex- 
ico, had  been  neglected — the  substance  is  this. 
Col.  Perry  and  Major  Gordon,  with  less  than  50 
men,  detaclied  by  Mina,  had  been  attacked  by  about 
300  Spaniards— the  tw'O  gentlemen  named  were 
killed,  as  were  all  the  rest,  or  wounded,  or  taken 
prisoners,  after  a desperate  and  deadly  fight,  in 
which  the  royalists  suffered  much.  Mina,  with  8 or 
1000  men,  had  been  attacked  by  a Spanish  force  of 
3000;  he  defeated  them  and  continued  his  march,  as 
originally  designed, to  j oin  the  patriots  on  the  “Gree« 
lake.”  But  his  Fort  at  Soto  la  Marina,  defended  by 
200  men,  was  captured,  with  all  its  stores*^  &c.  by 
the  Viceroy  .Arredondo,  after  a siege  and  bombard- 
ment of  several  days.  These  several  facts  are  con- 
firmed by  certain  intercepted  Spani^  documents 
that  has  been  published. 
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Bank  notes  and  exchange. 

Thouj^li  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and 
its  branches  has  had  a considerable  effect  to 
equalize  flie  exchange  of  monies  lietween  dif- 
ferent places,  being  assisted  in  its  operation 
bv  the  natural  courses  of  trade,  still  the  peo- 
ple are  inundated  xvith  paper,  called  bank 
notes,  at  almost  every  deprcciate<l  rate  from 
^ to  75  per  cent.  ISorwill  this  public  griev- 
ance be  redressed  until  our  banking  institu- 
tions are  purged  of  speculators  and  shavers — 
and  all  destroyed,  sa^’e  those  tliat  arc  bottom- 
ed on  solid  specie  capitals,  or  on  soinething 
that  will,  on  tne  instant,  command  H,  to  re- 
deem tlieir  notes,  when  presented  for  payment; 
or  until  the  people  have  resolution  enough  to 
refuse  to  receive  any  other  than  such  as  are  paid 
on  demand. 

New-Yoi  k,  the  great  commercial  emporium 
of  the  United  States,  may  best  serve  us  as  the 
standard  place  for  fixing  a value  on  the  differ- 
ent bank  notes  of  our  country.  For  present 
use  and  future  reference,  therefore,  we  have 
made  the  following  abstract  from  a Trices 
Current  of  tliat  city,  of  the  4th  inst. 

oVeio-Ecmpshire  notes.  At  lA  to  2 percent,  (tis. 

J)Iassachtisetts,  Springfield  and  Hampshire  banks, 
payable  in  New  York, pur,-  Boston  ^ per  cent.  il/s. 

Salem  and  Worcester  1 do.  Other  Massachu 
setts  notes  1 to  .2. 

Connecticut.  Middletown,  Pbcenix,  New  Haven, 

Eagle,  Derby,  B.'-idgeport  brinks,  at  pan  Haitford 
bank,  if  payable  in  New- York,  do.  Other  Connect!, 
cut  notes  1 per  cent.  dio. 

Uhode  Island.  Providence,  1 per  cent.  Wash-' 
ington  bank,  3 do.  Other  Rliode  Island  1^  do. 

Vermont.  There  are  no  Ijanks  in  Vermont, 

J\'tnv  York.  Al!  the  city  bunks,  including  Jacob 
Barker’s — all  at  Albany,  Troy,  Mohawk  in  Sclie- 
nectady,  Lansingbiirg*  Newburg,  if  not  signed 
with  red  ink,  and  the  bank  of  Hudson  and  the  Utica 
insurance,  if  payable  in  New  York,  at  por.  New- 
bnrg,  signed  with  red,  Orange  county,  Hud-son, 

ColuiTibia,  and  Jacob  Barker’s  notes,  tilled  up  with 
redink,  at  1 per  cent.  die.  Utica  and  Ontario 
to  2,  do.  Niagara  2 do.  Middle  District,  4 to  5, 
do.  Nathan  Myers’  bank  5 to  7^,  do.  Oilier  unincor- 
porated banks  5 to  10,  do.  Hudson  and  Columbia 
Receivables  10  to  12,  do.  Levi  M'Kcan’s  notes  7o, 
do. 

Pennsylvania.  All  the  banks  of  Philadelphia— 

Germantown,  Delaware  county,  Chester,  Bucks 
count}'.  New  Hope  Bridge,  Montgomery  county  | 
banks,  at  par.  Other  notes  from  1 to  12perc''nt.  | 
dis.  Tile  unincorporated  brmks  from  15  to  25,  do 

BeUnoare,  2 to  10  percent,  dis.  [Those  of  the  ' . 

banks  of  Delaware,  Wilmington  and  lirandywine,  ««nowledging  the  independence  of  any  of  the, 
and  Smyrna,  are  at  par  in  Philadelphi.a.]  [colomes,  liAve  rather  treated  them  all  as  free 

Maryland.  All  the  bar.k.s  in  the  ciiy  of  Balt  i- j JlPd  sovereign  states.  Neither  of  these  poW'rs 
more,  at  other  Maryland  notes 
per  cent.  dis.  [The  notes  of  t! 

X?I?/ 7. 


circulate  freely  ia  Baltimore,  at  par — and  those  of 
afl  Uic  rest  of  the  banks  pass  in  the  common 
traaeactions  of  life  (except  those  of  the  bank  of 
Someraet^J  or  may  be  disposed  of  for  bank  money 
at  from  2 to  5 per  cent,  discount — those  of  the 
neighboring  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  su-h  as  the 
nole«  of  the  Lancaster,  York,  Gettysburg,  Harris- 
burg,  Charabei'iiburg,  Bellefont,  Union  town,  &c. 
&c,  banks,  pass  about  the  same  as  the  preceding. 
SomerseU  notes  do  notlpaas  at  all.] 

District  Columbia.  Rank  of  Columbia,  par. — ■ 
Other  banks  of  the  district,  2 per  cent.  di.s.  [ \U 
the  notes  of  the  District  banks  are  at  par  in  B.ilti- 
iTKire,  except  those  of  the  Franklin  Dank,  of  Alex- 
andria, W'hich  are  at  a small  discount.] 

Virginia.  The  chartered  banks  and  the  brandi- 
es, at  par.  The  unchartered,  at  from  1.5  to  25  per 
cent.  dis. 

JYorth  Carolina.  State  Bank,  to  2 per  cent. 
dis.  Newbern  and  Cape  Fear,  3 to  4 do. 

South  Carohna,  generally — 1 per  cent.  dis. 

Georgia,  generally— 2 percent,  dis. 

Kentucky,  4 to  7 per  cent.  dis. 

Tennessee,  7 per  cent.  dis. 

Oldo,  8 to  15  per  cent.  dis.  Uncliartered,  from 
20  to  25  do.  [The  notes  of  the  old  banks  ef  Ohio 
are  at  about  5 per  cent.  <3is,  in  Baitimore.] 

Louisiana,  5 to  10  per  cent.  dis. 

Specie — Spanish  dollars  1 to  per  cent.  prem. 

It  is  well  to  observe,  however,  that  the  rates 
of  exchange  at  New-York,  donot  fix  the  real 
value  of  tiie  paper  (in  many  cases)  at  the  places 
where  it  belongs;  for  many  of  tlie  banks  whose 
notes  aie  rated  at  a discount,  pay  specie  a.s 
freely  as  any  others — and,  on  the  whole,  the 
exlkibit  is  i*atlier  calculated  to  shew  the  course 
of  trade,  as  to  the  notes  of  tke^'cod  banks,  than 
to  give  a specific  idea  of  the  worth  of  such: 
and  it  is  the  case  in  many  instances,  through 
the  speculations  of  bank  directors,  or  the  want 
of  accommodation  in  the  banks  to  each  other, 
that  there  is  a reciprocal  depreciation  of  bills. 
Tims,  for  a little  while,  Baltimore  not were 
at  I per  cent.  dis.  in  the  District  of  t'olumbia, 
when  notes  of  tiie  District  were  at  2 ' 


(iis.  m 


Baltimore — and  had  just  before  been  at  3. 

Spanigli- American  affairs . 

It  ar^pears  manifest  to  us  that  the  contest  bo- 
tween^Spflin  and  her  revolted  colonies  in  Aiue^ 
rica,  is  about  to  arrive  at  a very  important 
crisis.  ^ Although  as  yet  no  foreign  power  has 
opeidy  interfered  in  the  dispute,  it  has  been 
• ! viewed  with  deep  interest  by  Great  Ui’itain  and 
•iintlie  United  Slates;  both  of  which,  without 


ales  from  4 to  20 1 have  receivwl  ambussado’s  from  the  colonies; 
ho  F.ir.mers  bank  (hut.  inluith  «o»ntrlos,  ifc  is  woWrioiJk  that 
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^oiis  are  resident  and  acting  as  such,  to  a cer* 
tain  extent:  JNor  has  either  sent  ministers  to 
any  of  the  colonies;  yet  it  is  known  that  indivi- 
duals,with  a sort  of  a diplomatic  character, have 
been,  or  are  about  to  be,  sent  out,  by  both.*-— 
Tliis  state  of  things  will  not  last  much  longer, 
if  it  is  true  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  has 
agreed  to  interfere  between  Spain  and  her  re- 
volted colonies.  It  is  pretty  confidently  as- 
serted that  Alexander,  on  the  7th  of  May  last, 
signed  a treaty  with  Spain,  by  which  he  en- 
gages to  furnish  the  latter  with  five  ships  of  the 
line,  four  frigates,  and  16,000  men,  to  assist 
in  ^'^restoring  trancpiility,^’ ’---hT  which  he  is  to 
be  paid  by  tiie  cession  oi Minorca,  and  the  two 
Catij'orrvias.  It  is  added,  that  the  squadron 
and  transports  are  all  in  readiness  in  the  Black 
Sea,  but  that  the  Ottoman  Porte  has  refused 
them  a passage  through  the  Bosphorus,  in  spite 
of  the  pressing  importunities  of  the  Russian 
ambassador  at  Constantinople.  If  this  news 
is  ti’ue,  England  must  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
opposition  of  the  Turks;  for  they  wmuld  hardly 
dare  to  refuse  a passage  to  the  Russian  ships 
uhless  they  calculated  upon  the  support  of 
some  of  the  great  > uropean  powers;  and  there 
is  none  but  England  that  will  dare  to  offer  it.f 

In  giving  credit  to  this  intelligence,  we  have 
the  prospect  of  a war  between  England  and 
Russia,  and  the  complete  emancipation  of 
► panish  America,  as  its  natural  consequence. 
In  which  case  the  United  States  will  assuredly 
come  in  as  a party;  for  the  result  is  more  inte- 
resting to  tliem  tlian  to  any  other  country, 
Spain  and  her  colonies  in  America  excepted. 

England  will  not  quarrel  with  be- 

cause she  loves  freedom;  but  she  is  exceeding- 
ly jealous  of  her  commerce,  and  will  notwn- 
liagly  lose  so  valuable  a branch  of  it  as  might 
be  titansferred  from  herself  to  Russia  by  sucTi  a 
procedure — and  the  right  combined  to  the  eor- 
pedient,  \vill  induce  the  United  States  to  assist 
the  Mexicans,  at  least,  in  throwing  olf  fhe 
yoke  of  iipain,  with  whom  our  relations  have 
long  been  in  a very  unpleasant  situation. 

*The  tr,  S.  sloop  of  War  Ontario  sailed  a few  days 
since  from  New  York — witli,  as  was  first  reported, 
iJ^  **nrkr.o»m  destination  ” It  is  since  confidently 
asserted  and  v/c  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fact 
that  she  earned  out  two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Pre! 
vest  and  Prackenridge,  who  are  said  to  be  com- 
missioners to  nuke  such  arrangements  v.dih  the 
n<Erw  government  of  Clili  as  the  intei-ests  of  the 
tJuixed  States  jti^y  requii-e.  The  Z?/v/jaA  have  long 
had  such  cotamissioaers  at  evejy  principal  place  in 
tlie  hands  of  t!)e  patriots,  under  the  name  of  con- 
suls or  agents,  but  possessed  of  the  very  same  pow- 
ers that  those  gentieiixen  are  said  to  be  invested 
with. 

frhe  British  ininisterud  papers  discredit  the  re- 
of  sr©h  a treaty  existing  between  Russia  and 
find  positively  assert  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  a belief  tinit  England  will  be  involved 
in  war  on  account  ofSpain  and  her  colomeg;  saying 
that  the  most  perfect  harmon}^  cxrst-s  between  the 
■ marts  of  torrdpn  and  Madrid • 


I What  revolutions  in  the  actual  situation  o 
I the  world  would  result  from  the  emancipation 
of  Spanish  America.^ — Amongother  things,  the 
distance  to  India  and  China  mi»ht  speedily  be 
shortened  10,000  miles!*  The  Unittfd  States; 
in  every  consideration, political  orcommercia-,- 
must  wish  this  emancipation:  and  nothing,  per- 
haps, but  the  very  uncommon  condition  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  has  prevented  them  from  tak- 
ing an  active  part  in  it  several  years  ago.  Every 
feeling  of  the  heart — whether  of  philanthrop}" 
or  of  interest,— friendly  to  liberty  or  desirous 
of  profit,  directs  us  to  this  great  event.  We 
hope  that  our  country  will  never  do  a wrong 
because  it  is  ‘^expedient;’’  but  in  respect  to 
our  affairs  with  Spain,  we  have,  (and  I think 
very  properly)  delayed  to  p<  ess  what  was  right 
— because  it  was  not  expedient  to  press  it. 


* The  Edinburgh  Review,  on  the  subject  of  Mo- 
lina’s account  of  Chili,  furnishes  tne  following  cu- 
rious and  highly  interesting  paragraph: 

“In  the  year  1805,  a sperical  chart  of  the  sea  of 
the  Antilles,  and  of  the  coast  of  Terra  Firma,  from 
tlie  island  of  Trlnadacl  to  the  Gulf  of  Honduras, 
was  coristriicled  in  the  hydrographical  department, 
by  order  of  the  Spanish  government,  from  scien- 
tific surveys.  By  this  chart  an  important  discovery 
was  made.  The  bay  of  Mandirga,  an  immense  in- 
let of  the  sea,  commencing  about  ten  leagues  to  the 
eastward  of  Porto  Bello,  penetrates  into  the  5»tli- 
rrtus  to  within  five  leagues  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 
This  prodigious  bason,  v/hich  is  almost  closed  by  a 
ch»in  of  islands,  and,  running  close  to  one  another 
at  the  mouth,  ims  never  been  navigated  by  any  Eu- 
ropean, except  Spaniards,  and  was  never  supposed 
to  run  back  to  any  con.siderable  extent  into  the 
country,  as  all  the  old  charts  in  which  it  is  marked, 
abundantly  testify.  A river,  from  the  name  of 
which  the  Bay  is  denominated,  fulls  into  the  bottom 
of  this  gulf.  This  river  is  navigable,  and  we  know 
comes  very  near  the  branch  of  the  Chepo,  a Isrge 
river  Which  falls  into  the  gulph  of  Panama.  We  are 
not  yet  furnished  with  any  satisfactory  details  on 
the  navigable  state  of  these  rivers;  but  from  what 
Alcedo  tells  us — from  the  circumstance  of  their  na- 
vigation being  prohibited  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, under  pain  of  death,  on  the  express  ground 
that  it  might  discover  the  facility  of  the  passage  to 
the  South  Sea — and  from  the  fact  of  the  bucccaneers 
having  actually  penetrated  from  sea  to  sea#  in  this 
direction,  we  are  entitled  to  conclude  that  extraor- 
dinary facilities  for  the  great  enterprize,  are  here 
presented.  The  bay  has  ten  fathoms  of  water  at 
the  entrance,  which  increases  to  eleven  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  it  has  six  fathoms  to  the  very  bottom.” 
The  Reviewers,  after  proceeding  to  adduce  some 
statements  of  Uerara,  the  famed  historian  of  South 
America,  draw  the  following  conclusion-— “By  this 
indubitable  authority,  then,  it  appears  that  a canal 
of  nine  leagues,  through  a country  mostly  flat,  is  alt 
that  is  wanting  to  complete  the  navigation  across 
the  isthnuis  of  Panama.” 

In  the  event  of  a complete  and  permanent  inde- 
pendence of  South  America — an  event  highly  pro- 
bable— it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  within 
fifty  years  the  North  and  South  Seas  will  be  con- 
nected. And  what  a stupendous  revolution  it  would 
produce  in  navigation  and  commerce!  The  distan- 
ces to  India  and  China  would  be  shortened  more^ 
than  ten  thousand  miles.  ConrCoiiranh 
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A case  is  now  beiore  us  that  seems  likely  to 
Urge  to  action:  certain  persons,  chiiming  citi- 
zenship with  us,  have  been  captured  under  the 
patriot  flag,  and  are  dungeoned  at  Havana,  in 
tiie  most  cruel  and  unfeeling  manner.  Some  of 
t^ieir  companions  have  been  demanded  as  Bri- 
tish subjects  and  were  given  up— These  men 
claim  the  protection  of  tlieir  country,  and,  if 
they  have  otTended,  demand  a trial  under  its 
laws.  What  ought  to  be  done  in  this  case,  is 
a question  that  may  well  interest  the  best  heads 
of  the  nation. 

It  seems  understood  that  some  very  impor  t- 
ant matters,  in  regard  to  Spain  and  her  colo- 
nies, will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  next  con- 
gress. In  our  own  right  and  in  that  of  oppres- 
sed humanity,  we  might  lawfully  declare  war 
against  opain,  and  no  doubt  should  have  de- 
clared it  long  since,  if  we  had  not  been  appre- 
hensive of  embroiling  ourselves  witli  tlie  Idugs 
of  other  counties,  united  to  defend  one  ano- 
tlier  against  the  people.  But  we  trust  that  this 
Unholy  alliance  may  soon  be  broken;  not  be- 
cause Vv'e  wish  war,  but  that  every  nation  uiay 
freely  regulate  its  own  affairs — and,  as  soue- 
rciff/is,  declare  war  and  make  peace,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  just.  And  this  event  is  certain, — 
tliat  if  England  would  only  balance  the  great 
European  powers  theUnitedStates  could  easily 
throw'  in  such  a weight  of  strength,  and  inllu- 
ence  as  immediately  to  destroy  every  vestige 
^ Spanish  supremacy  on  the  American  conti- 
nent. The  world,  in  truth,  is  interested  in 
the  opening  of  so  vast  and  rich  a country  to 
commerce;  and  if  ought  of  a liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy  prevailed,  would  command  it. 
As  to  ourselves,  we  owe  no  favors  to  Spain — 
she  has  treated  us  very  mucli  as  enemies  for 
many  years,  and  has  suffered  her  territories  to 
be  used  for  carrying  on  an  actual  and  savage 
war  upon  us,  without  ever  once  remonstrating 
against  it. 


Freedom  of  the  Press. 

We  are  glad  that  the  “long  agony”  of  the 
press,  in  Pennsylvania,  is  almost  over.  'The 
election  for  governor  wall  take  place  on  Tues- 
day next.  The  candidates  are  Messrs.  Find- 
lay and  Heister — both  professed  “republicans” 
— the  latter  having  the  support  of  the  “fede- 
ralist.  ’ 

The  electioneering  campaign  has  been 
carried  on  with  greater  heat,  if  we  are  to 
judge  of  it  by  the  nenvspapers,  than  any  that 
we  remember.  That  in  the  same  state,  when 
Mr.  M'Kean  was  elected,  was  “hot  enough” 
— and  it  was  of  much  higher  importance  than 
the  present  election,  as  on  it  hinged  the  powei' 
of  parties  in  the  United  States  j3  large.  But 
though  all  sorts  of  scurrility  and  abuse  w'ere 
diffused  on  that  occasion  through  the  most  pro- 
fligate British  p^ess  that  ever  existed,  still  it 
•was  more  reasonably  and  more  decorously 


conducted  than  the  present,  because  fewer  of 
the  publishers  of  newspapets  entered  so  furi- 
ously into  the  contest.  U one  could  believe  the 
ten  thousandth  part  of  what  is  said  of  either  of 
the  candidates,  we  should  put  them  both  dow  n 
as  among  thegreatest  villains  that  ever  lived.—* 
I'lie  press,  in  truth,  has  been  so  licentious  as  to 
disgust  every  sober-minded  man  that  could 
view  its  conduct  dispassionately. 

V\  e repeat  it,  w e are  glad  that  the  “long 
agony  is  over” — that  we  may  have  something 
else  to  do  with  new  spapers  received  from  that 
state  than  to  consign  tnem,  almost  unopened, 
to  the  ttunk  inalcer,  less  noisy  than  them- 
selvesi 


Letter  to  the  editor* 

I have  inserted  the  following  [private]  le'ter  on  ac- 
count oflhe  warm  feelings  and  just  views  of  its 
writer;  and  may  also  afibrd  room  fora  ftw  of  the 
^peeches  and  sets  of  proceedings  he  speaks  of,  a* 
sasrp’es  of  the  rest;  but  cannot  compU  - •'.th  h » 
wish  so  extensively  as  he  seems  to  desire. 

The  writer’s  disappointment,  on  arriving  at  Phila- 
delphia, by  no  means  surprizes  me.  The  rude  and 
savage  that  was  exhibited  in  Lo7ulon  and 

there  caressed  by  lords  and  ladies,  BECAtsi:,  as  it 
was  said,  he  had  **transjixed  ffteen  Fie':chmun 
•with  his  spear**  in  some  certain  affair,  would  be 
better  received  and  more  attended  to,  in  many 
parts  of  the  United  States,  than  Uampden,  him- 
self, if  he  were  restored  to  life  to  struggle  again 
for  the  liberties  of  EngUshmev;  for  the  fact  is, 
that  the  body  of  the  men  of  influence  in  our  sea- 
port tow  ns,  especially,  regaixl  no  sort  of  **patri- 
ots'*  but  those  that  are  branded  “G.  R.”  on  their 
foreheads,  by  Castlereagh.  Patriotism  is  to  de- 
fend the  throne — rebellion,  insurrection,  orusui- 
pation,  is  to  defend  the  people.  Their  sympa- 
thies are  always  on  the  side  of  such  patriotism, 
unless,  indeed,  it  is  called  upon  to  act  agairs.t 
Great  BHtuin,  and  then  they  reject  it — and  yet 
we  boast  of  our  rebdlion,  which  success  has  soft- 
ened into  RKVOitJTio.f,  and  look  with  suspicion 
on  all  that  would  even  refirm  the  now  a thousand- 
fold move  oppressive  “system”  than  that  which 
we  ourselves  shook  ofl’  altogetlier,  and  by  force 
of  arms.  This  is  lamentably  true.  Every  body 
sees  and  feels  it.  9uc-h  is  the  inflsence  of  the 
books  used  in  our  schools,  or  read  for  amuse,-* 
ment,  aided  by  a press  that  is  continually 

telling  us  of  the  great  things  that  belong  to  roy 
ait}' — in  which  the  snceaiug  of  a king,  on  h:if 
taking  a pinch  of  snufl’,  is  detailed  Wivb  as  much 
gravity  as  an  account  is  given  of  the  suspension 
o/the  habeas  corpm.  Tbeec  false  principles  were 
spoken  of  in  a late  number  under  tU  .-  head  of 
** fietrogriuU  Polities.**  So  deep,  so  subtile  la 
••Driii-sb  influence”  in  the  United  Slates. 

To  th.v  English  people  1 sincei*eiy  wish  the  same 
degree  of  liberty  and  happiness  that  is  e^ijoyed 
in  the  United  Siates;  and,  if  tlieir  petitions  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  and  reform  in  their  goveri\- 
inent,  continue  to  be  rejected  by  government  as 
our’s  were,  1 hope  they  will  take  the  Course  that 
we  did,  and  bring  about  a change  of  meH.'»ur*-s, 
by  a revolution.  A change  can  hardly  be  too 
dearly  purchased. 

Sir — To  whatever  cause  it  may  be  imputed,  it 

a fact,  that  nothing  is  so  gr.atifying  to  tlie  wounded 

mind,  as  a knowiedge  that  its  griefs  obiain  tfre 
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attent?on,  and  draw  forth  the  sympathy  of  others. 
■\Vhen  oor  misfortunes  are  unknown  and  unpitied, 
our  Tinalleviated  sorrow  is  cherished  in  the  inmost 
folding-  of  our  bursting-  lieari;  the  face  of  man  seems 
clothed  in  frowns: — and  nature,  universal  nature, 
presents  one  wide  extent  of  cheerless,  woe-inspir- 
ing gloom.  Kut  if  the  sigh  of  sympathy  and  the 
f'cccnts  of  friendship,  burst  upon  the  silence  of 
our  solitude,  immediately  the  deptlis  of  our  sad- 
ness arc  broken  up,  and  the  fountain  of  our  grief 
is  dispersed  in  as  many  streams  as  we  have  friends 
to  pily  us.  Such  has  been  the  progress  of  my 
feeling’  since  1 have  occasionally  had  access  to  your 
useful  Register.  Driven,  a liapless  exile,  from  Bri- 
t.iin,  my  native  soil — driven  by  ttie  unfeeling  iiund 
of  oppression,  and  forced  front  all,  my  liberty  ex- 
cepted, that  rendered  life  acceptable,  I less  la- 
mented my  own  hard  fate  than  that  of  my  unfortu- 
nate much  inj’ured  country.  When  I landed  in 
Philadelphia,  I expected  to  find  every  free  horn  bo- 
som buriiing  with  kindred  indignation  at  tlie  base 
faction  which  has  forged  the  shackles  that  now 
crush  the  reluctant  slaves  of  Europe;— wretches, 
who,  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  themselves  and  liieir 
mercenary  minions,  have  sacrificed  tlje  glory,  the 
liberty,  the  pwsperity  and  the  happiness  of  a brave 
and  generous  people.  But  what  was  Bfy  disappoint- 
ment, when,  upon  conversing  with  several  most 
respectable  citizens,  I found  them  all  possessed. of 
the  opinion  that  the  British  government  was  im- 
maculate, and  only  appeared  to  act  unjustly  in  the 
jaundiced  eyes  of  the  vicious — the  violent — thedO' 
signing— and  tYie  disafiected.  I will  not  attempt 
to  describe  the  feelings  that  overwhelmed  me  up- 
on this  unexpected  result.  To  me  it  sounded  like 
blasphemy  to  bestow  the  epithets  violent  and  dis' 
affected  upon  patriots  who  were  sti-uggUng  to  re- 
vive.  their  expiring  liberties;  and  to  recommend 
the  conduct- of  traitors,  for  whom  language  has  not 
yet  furnished  a name  sufficiently  hideous  to  express 
their  villainies:  After  meeting  with  this,  you  may 

judge  of  the  sincerity  of  my  joy  and  gratitude, 
when,  upon  having  your  Register  put  into  my 
hands  by  a worthy  gentleman  to  whose  sentiments 
I was  then  a stranger,  I found  the  editor  of  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  meritorious  of  the  United 
States’  papers,  pointing  the  finger  of  disapproba- 
tion at  the  tyrants  of  Britain,  and  detailing-  in  the 
language  of  compassion,  the  severe  distresses  of 
a betrayed  people.  Permit  me,  sir,  poor  and  un- 
distinguished as  I am,  to  thank  you  in  the  name  of 
my  unhappy  country,  for  thus  endeavoring  to  in- 
terest mankind  in  her  fate;  and  also  to  compliment 
you  on  your  penetration,  ia  distinguishing  between 
facts  and  the  specious  manufactures  of  ministerial 
hirelings.  Your  name,  sir,  shall  not  be  unknown 
in  Britain,  and  the  gratitude  of  the  oppressed  will 
add.to  the  number  of  your  enjoyments,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  your  fame. 

Ifit  would  not  interfere  with  the  arrangement 
you  have  made  for  conducting  your  Register,  I 
would  be  most  happy  to  obtain  a corner  in  your 
widely  circulated  pages,  for  the  insertioa  of  the 
proceedings  and  speeches  of  a number  of  the 
friends  of  parliamentary  reform,  in  tiie  northern 
part  of  Great  Britain. — I consider  these  as  being, 
more  worthy  of  preservation  on  account  that  they 
are  the  warm,  manly,  and  unsophisticated  senti- 
ments of  men  of  genuine  merit  and  ability — men, 
who  though  confined  by  the  pressure  of  the  times 
to  hard  and  unremitted  labor  for  the  subsistence  of 
themselves  and  families — and  though  unassisted  by 
the  advantages  of  a classical  education,  displayed 
a^Undnessof  ju^gnt^t^  ^acuteness  of  reason- 


ing, a warmth  of  fancy,  and  a flow  of  eloq'ience, 
which  Lr  surpassed  the  afiVeted  harangues  of  their 
lordly  oppressors,  and  rivalled  the  energies  of  an- 
cient Rome.  Permit  me  to  .<-ay,  sir,  that  tlie  speech- 
es to  wliich  I allude,  are  the  efiusions  of  “YiUage 
ll^ampdens,”  whose  dauntless  minds,  fired'with 
live-coals  from  the  altar  of  native  genius,  sur- 
mounted the  barrier  which  oppression  and  unme- 
rited poverty  liad  placed  in  their  way,  and  soared 
at  once  into  the  regions  of  majesty  and  truth.  It 
gives  me  pain  to  think  that  their  vigorous  and.  in- 
dependent sentiments  should  not  find  a passport  to 
posterity.  It  now  remains  with  you,  sir,  to  give 
them  a permanency  and  mollification,  which  may  af- 
ford them  a chance  of  floating  down  the  stream  of 
time  to  the  unknown  limits  of  far  distant  years. — - 
If  you  think  proper  to  give  them  a place  in  your  li- 
beral and  patriotic  pages,  I shall  forward  to  you 
copies  of  such  a.s  I have  already  in  my  possession^ 
and  of  as  many  more  as  I can  procure.  Hoping  you 
will  accede  to  my  request,  and  wishing  you  much 
success,  I am,  sir,  with  sincere  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant. 


Cure  of  the  Hydrophobia. 

[cOJimJXTCATED  FOR  TUS  WEXKLT  i-?EGlSTF.R.] 

IN  TUE  SEXATE  OF  PFNNS  YETAXIA,  MARCn  5,  1802- 
The  speaker  laid  before  the  senate  a letter  signed 
Valentine  Kettering,  and  the  same  was  read  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

Sir— A medicine  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
mankind,  prepared  from  an  herb,  which  has  been 
found,  unquestionably,  efficacious  as  a cure  for  the 
bite  of  a mad  dog,  either  in  man  or  beast,  has  been 
known  and  used  as  such  by  the  subscriber,  and  his 
ancestors,  for  the  space  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  in  Germany  and  Pennsylvania. 

TliC  herb,  and  manner  of  preparation,  has  been 
clandestinely  obtained  from  me,  and  prostituted  to 
the  purpose  of  accumulating  wealth,  contrary  to 
my  wishes  or  practice,  and  of  those  from  whom  it 
was  derived — and  being  far  advanced  in  years,  am 
desirous  to  communicate  it  in  such  manner  as  may 
give  the  most  j^eneral  information  to  my  fellowmen, 
without  the  most  distant  view  to  emolument,  have, 
therefore,  thought  proper  to  address  these  lines  to 
you,  in  the  full  confidence  that  you  will  take  a more 
effectual  way  to  diffuse  the  information,  than,  from 
my  age  and  other  cii’cumstances,  is  in  my  power. 
At  your  request,  communicated  by  my  friend, 
Henry  Orth,  (health  permitting)  I will  attend  at 
Lancaster  and/ explain  the  subject  fully. 

I am  your  friend,  Valentine  Kettering. 

The  speaker  of  the  senate  of  Pennsylvanin. 

Dauphin  county, 

Londonderry  township,  Feb.  18,  1802.  > 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Pearson  and  Mr.  Barton,  said 
letter  was  read  a second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Porter 
and  Mr.  Lawer,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

March  6,  1802 — Mr.  Pearson,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  Valentine 
Kettering,  made  report,  and  the  same  was  read  as 
follows,  viz.  > 

The  committee  appointed  to  hear  the  communi- 
cation of  Valentine  Kettering,  relative  to  the  cure 
of  the  bite  of  a n?ad  animal,  report— 

That  they  conferred  with  the  said  Kettering  on.,^ 
that  subject,  who  informed  them  that  he  uses  the 
herb  called  Red  Chick-toeed;  which,  when  ripe  or 
in  full  bloom,  he  gathers  and  dries  in  the  shade; 
reduces  it  to  a powder,  and  gives  a small  table 
spoonful,  at  one  time,  to  a grown  person,  in  beer  or 
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w.-iter,  in  weight  one  drachm  and  one  scruple.  For 
a child  an  equal  dose,  but  given  at  tliree  difierent 
time.s;  or  it  may  be  eaten  on  bread  with  butter,  ho- 
ney or  molasse.s,  as  the  person  chooses.  For  a beast, 
a large  spoonful;  if  by  weiglit,  two  drachms  and  one 
scruple.  When  used  green,  f>r  a beast,  cut  the 
herb  fine  and  mix  it  with  bran,  Sec.  When  given  to 
swine,  mix  the  powdered  herb  witli  meal  of  any 
kind  (dose  as  above)  in  little  balls. 

He  assures  us  he  has  given  it  to  persons  many 
weeks  after  they  were  bitten,  and  never  knew  it 
fail — and  never  gives  more  than  a single  dose,  urn 
less  to  children  as  above,  lie  further  says,  it  is  an 
excellent  cure  for  cuts  or  wounds  on  the  human 
body:  when  green,  mash  it,  drop  off  the  juice  into 
tlie  wound,  and  bind  the  herb  so  mashed  on: — and 
that  the  proper  time  to  sow  the  seed  is  about  the 
beginning  of  April,  and  should  be  sown  thin. 

He  also  informs  us,  that  he  is  now  seventy-five 
years  old;  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  from 
thence  with  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania  when  eleven 
years  of  age.  That  his  mother  brought  the  seed  of 
the  herb  amongst  her  garden  seeds;  that  lie  has 
presented  to  your  comimttee,  for  the  use  of  the 
members,  a quantity  of  tiie  herb  and  seed,  and  says 
he  will  give  of  the  seed  to  others,  who  will  please 
to  call  on  him  for  that  purpose. 

They  also  learn,  from  the  rev.  Henry  Muhlenburg, 
of  Lancaster,  tlut  it  is  an  annual  plant;  known  in 
Switzerland  and  Germany  by  the  names  of  Gancheil, 
Rothev-JMeyey\  or  Jiother-Heinerdarw ; in  England, 
red-pimpernel;  by  botanists  (as  he  is  informed)  Ana- 
gaUis Pheenicea — and  that  it  should  be  gathered  in 
June,  when  in  full  blossom.  In  Germany,  he  under- 
stands, the  usual  dose  was  thirty  grains  of  tJie  pow- 
der, taken  four  times  a day,  and  continued  one 
week,  in  smaller  doses;  tlie  wound  washed  with  a 
decotion  of  the  herb,  and  some  of  the  powder  sti^w- 
cd  in  it.  That  the  plant  is  cultivated  in  many  gar- 
dens, and  grows  near  Baltimore  and  Havre-de-Grace 
spontaneously,  in  great  plenty. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolvedy  That  the  speaker  be  requested  to  pre 
sent  the  thanks  of  the  senate  to  Valentine  Ketter- 
ing,  for  his  benevolent  and  valuable  communica- 
tion. 

On  motion,  said  report  was  again  read,  and  the 
resolution,  thereto  attached,  considered  and  adopt- 
ed. 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a true  extract  from 
the  journal  of  the  senate. 

Joseph  A.  M'JnrsKr, 
Clerk  of  the  senate. 

Harrisburg,  Sept.  18,  1817. 


A touch  of  the  marvellous. 

Whoever  has  read  a **JVorth  Jirttoids**  account  of 
the  battle  of  Waterloo,  must  have  been  astounded 
with  the  exploits  of  a certain  corps  called  the 
Scotch  Grays,  an  individual  of  whom,  if  I recol- 
lect rightly  an  account  that  I read,  killed  about 
‘ forty  nine  or  ninety  nine”  Frencltmen,  with  his 
own  hand,  in  personal  combat,  in  about  two  mi- 
nutes and  a half  by  the  watch,  with  liis  sword! — 
That  this  was  a brave  corps  and  behaved  most  gal- 
lantly on  that  memorable  day,  we  are  not  by  any 
means  disposed  to  doubt;  but  really,  they  have 
been  puffed  in  such  an  extraordinary  manner  as  to 
depreciate  their  real  merits  in  the  opinion  of  dis- 
passionate men.  The  following  tale  from  a late 


London  p.ipcr,  may  shew  the  manner  and  spirit  of 
these  pufiiogs.  Sergeant  IVier  hardly  actid  so 
much  like  a fool  in  his  last  moments,  as  tosuppo.se 
that  the  initials  of  his  name,  most  awkwardly  and 
indistinctly  marked  on  his  forehead  with  blood  (as 
Uiey  must  have  been.  If  marked  at  all)  woiiM  better 
assure  any  of  his  fate  than  the  in.spection  cf  his 
person. 

rnOM  A LATE  LO?fl)Oy  PAPVn. 

Interesting  anecdote. — Serjeant  Weir  of  tlie  Scolls 
Grays,  was  pay  serjeant  of  his  troop  at  the  battle 
of  AVaterloo,  and  as  such  might  have  been  excused 
serving  in  action,  and  perhaps  he  should  not  ha\e 
been  forward;  but  on  such  a day  as  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  he  requested  to  be  allowed  to  ch:ir»  e 
with  the  regiment.  In  one  of  the  charges  he  fell 
mortally  wounded,  and  was  left  on  tlie  field.  Cor- 
poral Scott,  of  the  same  regiment,  who  lost  a leg, 
asserts,  that  when  the  field  was  searchetl  for  tlie 
wounded  and  slain,  the  body  of  serjeant  Weir  -was 
found  loilh  his  name  ivntten  on  his  forehead  by  his  o^i,n 
finger  dipped  in  his  oion  blood.  'I'liis,  his  co  I'ruvle 
said  he  was  suppose<l  to  have  done  that  his  body 
might  be  fouml  and  known,  and  that  it  miglit  »(>l 
be  Imagined  Le  had  disappeared  witii  the  money 
of  the  troop! 


Governor  Early. 

FHOM  A GEOnclA  PAPEP. 

It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  announce  the 
death  of  Peteii  Eaiily,  esq.  who  departed  this  life, 
at  his  seat  in  Greene,  on  the  15th  Aug.  'Flie  slate 
Is  bereaved  of  ooe  of  its  most  useful  ornaments  and 
firm  supporters,  and  society  of  a member  that  W ts 
wont  to  give  a zest  to  all  the  refinements  of  social 
intercouse.  Mr.  Early  was  educated  for  the  bar,  and 
soon  became  conspicuoifs  as  an  able  advocate.  Ills 
superior  talents  attracted  the  attention  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  in  1802,  he  was  called  to  represent 
them  in  the  national  legislature.  In  this  dignified 
body,  his  scientific  knowledge  of  government,  com- 
bined with  a manly  eloquence,  that  spurned  the 
jsaerelricions  ornaments  of  false  elocution,  soon 
secured  him  an  enviable  reputtition,  and  gained 
him,  among  his  congressional  brethren,  the  honorary 
appellation  of  the  **  Orator  of  the  west.*'  Afterwards 
he  presided  as  judge  in  the  Oakmulgee  district 
for  many  years.  Step  by  step  he  had  traced  all  the 
devious  windings  in  tlie  ample  field  of  jurispru- 
dence, and  so  .arranged  and  tempered  conflicting 
authorities,  that  his  decisions  were  never  equivocal, 
but  always  clear  and  conclusive. 

In  1813,  he  was  elected  governor  of  Georgia. — 
The  crisis  was  one  that  required  talents  and  firm- 
ness—and  no  man  possessed  these  necessary  quali- 
tieg,  in  a more  eminent  degree,  than  Peter  Early. 
It  was  at  this  period,  (of  the  late  war)  that  a suc- 
cession of  disasters  had  spread  the  most  gloomy 
aspect  over  the  face  of  national  affairs;  and  that  an 
unfortunate  collision  between  the  different  blanch- 
es of  our  state  government,  had  produced  such 
dissentions  among  the  people  as  to  threaten  tlie 
most  serious  and  alarming  consrquence.s,  Thi^ 
was  the  most  boisterous  administration  that  the 
executive  of  Georgia  ever  experienced;  and  such  a 
one,  we  hope  it  will  never  again  experience.  Dif- 
ficult and  perilous,  however,  as  were  the  times,  the 
bark  of  state  was  safely  guided  to  a haven  of  se- 
curity.— Thus,  in  all  his  public  duties,  we  find  the 
conduct  of  Peter  Early,  marked  M'itli  iliat  decisive 
and  consistent  character,  which  should  always  dis 
tinguisljL  the  statesman  and  the  patriot. 


The.  above  articles  were  exported  prin«ipallj  to  Orea^  Britain,  ai;d  the  British,  French  and  Spanish  West-lndie&« 
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OC/^The  preceding*  table  was  politely  communi- 
cated for  tlie  Wkkkly  ItEnts  kii.  It  is  copied  from 
a statement  ft  rnislied  for  the  treasury  department. 
It  would  have  added  to  its  interest  if  it  had  shewn 
the  value  of  articles  shipped  coastwise.  The  Fay- 
e$teiiiUe  0bservj»r  gives  us  ^744,765  as  the  value  of 
the  articles  so  sbippe<l  from  Wilmington  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  September  last,  ntaking  a 
total  export  of  gl, 805, 877;  with  the  following  re- 
specting  Fayetteville — 

StaUment  qf  d»mentic  produce  shipped  from  Fayette.- 
ville^  during  the  same  period—  viz. 

2,337  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  , . g400,550 

8,292  bales  of  cotton,  ....  621.900 

ll,8l3  bushels  of  wheat,  . . . 17,719 

10,341  bushe.ls  of  corn,  ....  10^341 

5,164  casks  of  flax  seed,  ....  77.460 
29,761  pllons  of  spirits,  ....  23,808 

12,962  barrels  of  flour,  . . . 129,620 

Tallow,  wax,  bacon,  fur,  lard,  feathers,  &c.  50,000 

Total,  1,331,398 

In  estimating  the  value,  reference  was  had  to  the 
valuation  at  the  custom-house,  and  to  the  New- York 
prices  current  of  tiie  proper  date — The  statement  is 
rather  under  than  over-rated, 

“Masters  of  vessels,  licensed  for  the  coasting  trader 
bound  from  one  district  to  another  district  in  the 
same  or  an  adjoining  state,  having  on  board  domestic 
produce  only,  or  foreign  goods  not  exceeding  a cer- 
tain [small]  amount,  are  not  required  by  law  to 
liver  any  manifests  of  their  cargoes  at  the  port  from 
whence  they  depart.” 

Thus  a considerable  amount  of  goods  and  pro- 
d'xe  shipped  to  other  parts  of  this  sUte,  and  to  the 
adjoining  states,  is  nut  included  in  this  estimate. 


Navigation  of  the  United  States. 

The  important  act  passed  at  the  Last  session  of 
congress,  entitled  “an  act  concerning  the  navigation 
of  the  United  States,**  [see  Weekly  liBGisTBR,  Vol. 
XII.  page  52]  went  into  operation  on  the  first  inst. 
and  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  collec- 
tors by  the  following  circular — 

Tbrasvbt  devaetmknt,  29th  Sept.  1817. 

Sin: — Inclosed  you  will  receive  a copy  of  the  act 
of  congress  Vconqevning  the  navigation  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,”  passed  the  1st  day  of  Marcli  last,  wduch 
is  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  October  next. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  makes  an  important 
change  in  the  commerce  of  such  foreign  nations 
with  the  United  States,  as  have  in  force  regulations 
of  a similar  nature. 

To  secure  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  this 
measure,  and  to  render  the  change  imposed  by  it 
as  convenient  to  those  whose  interests  are  to  be 
affected,  as  the  provisions  of  the  act  will  admit, 
the  terra  country,  in  the  first  section,  is  considered 
as  embracing  all  the  possessions  of  a foreign  state 
however  widely  separated,  which  are  subject  to  the 
same  supreme  executive  and  legislative  authority. 
The  production  and  manufactures  of  a foreign  state, 
and  of  its  colonies,  may  be  imported  into  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  vessels  owned  by  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  such  state,  withoutregard  to  their  place  of 
residence  within  its  possessions.-^ -Gold  and  sil- 

ver coin,  and  bullion,  are  not  considered  goods, 
wares  or  merchaidize,  witliin  the  meaning  of  the 
act,  and  may,  therefore,  be  imported  into  United 
States  in  foreign  vessels,  without  regard  to  the 
place  of  production  or  coinage. 

A list  of  foreign  states  known  to  have  in  force  re- 
gulations which  subject  them  to  the  operation 
this  act,  is  subj oine4* 
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To  ensure  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  the  3d, 
5th,  and  6ih  sections  of  the  act,  it  is  expedient 
lh::t,  in  all  cases  tvhere  proof  is  exhibited,  on  oath, 
•accor  linpc  to  their  p;ovisi  )ns,  the  witnesses  should 
be  cross-examined  by  the  collector,  whose  duly  it 
is  to  decide,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  imposition 
and  detecting  evasion. 


that  paramount  moral  obligation,  that  all  are  tinder 
to  defend  their  country  in  times  of  ptiblic  danger. 
Is  it  not  of  the  essence  of  repuhtican  political  erjuu- 
lity  that  all,  whom  tlie  law  deems  capable  of  ii.i'i- 
tary  service,  shall  take  the  field  ag.ainst  the  pt  blic 
enemy,  when  called  upon  by  the  legitimate  atitho- 
rities?  Does  not  this  law  bear  upon  the  whole  bo- 


have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient,  and;  dy  of  the  enrolled  militia.’  Upon  w’hat  principles, 
very  humble  servant,  W.M.  H.  CR.VWFOUD,  i what  ground,  can  an  exception  from  thi.s  rule  b?. 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. ' claimed  in  favor  of  our  seaf.iring  brethren?  What 
, esq.  Collector  of . jis  there  in  our  civil  and  political  institMtions  that 

[Great  Rri'ain  and  Sweden,  we  learn,  (says  the  I forbids  the  application  of  the  same  principle  to 
■ - * ....  . . ...  . 


to  in  the  Circular.] 


be  exempt  from  bearing 


all  the 
they 

full  share  of  its  disnd- 


On  Manning  the  Navy. 

The  following,  from  tiie  A^'iitional  Intelligencer,  is 


vantages?  Are  tliey  not  ransomed  trom  cuplivitv  by 
exchange  when  made  prisoners,  even  in  mcrcliaut 
vessels  pursuing  their  own  interests?  Ami  is  there 
any  thing  unjust  that  they  in  their  turn  should  con- 


inserted  because  it  seems  to  have  been  intended  .tribute  to  the  ransom  of  tlieir  feUow-ciiizcns  by  p>-o- 
as  a reply  to  an  editorial  article  inserted  ii.  the  louring  the  pledges  for  it?  finally,  have  not  they 
Weekly  Register,  on  the  manning  of  a great  navy,  j too  a country  and  its  honor  to  defend?  Would  it 
The  editor  thanks  the  tvriter  for  his  courtesy,  j be  a republican  political  euquality  for  one  descrip- 
but  cannot  subscribe  to  his  sentiments,  Weare,  Aion  of  citizens  to  be  left  at  lil^erty  to  stand  idle, 
by  no  means,  prepared  to  say  that  militia  drafts, for  to  pursue  th.eir  ordinary  occupations  in  quest  of 
for  home  dtfence,  are  inconsistent  with  the  natu-  fortune,  whilst  all  other  descriptions  are  obligated 
ral  riglits  of  man  and  society;  but  decidedly  of:  by  the  laws  to  contribute  their  time  and  their  la- 
opiniou  that  the  power  to  make  such  drafts  is  ' borsand  dangers  to  its  defence?  Ought  not  all  alike 
wisely  limited  to  certain  specific  objects,  and  j to  be  bound  to  obey  the  call  of  their  country,  ex- 
Ihat  when  we  march  beyond  these  we  may  reach  pressed  through  tlie  constituted  aiitiiorities,  and 
the  borders  of  despotism,  dn  a qualified  sense,  a}  render  their  personal  service  in  the  way  their  !ia- 
navy  for  the  United  States,  who  have  no  co/o/i/cs,  j bits  of  life  have  best  fitted  them  to?  d’he  wlioleho- 
must  be  regarded  as  defensive — sometimes  to  act  [ dy  of  the  mlluia  may  be  called  out  under  ilie  lao  s, 
offensively  to  defend:  but  the  involuntary  ser-|or  only  a draught  of  a part,  to  perfor.n  a tour  of 


vices  of  men  in  ships  is,  w^e  think,  a very  different 
. affair  from  such  services  on  land — where,  except 
in  extraordinary  cases,  indeed,  the  laws  commaudj 
instead  of  individuals,  and  any  man  may  imme 
diately  appeal  to  them. 

In  a late  discussion  in  some  public  prints  upon 
tlie  necessary  extent  of  an  American  navy,  originat- 
ing from  a writer  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  un- 
der the  signature  of  Cato,  It  was  boldly  advanced 
by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  the  fundamental  policy 
of  the  United  States  to  progress  in  a navy  until  she 
had  the  most  powerful  one  in  the  world.  It  cannot 
well  be  denied  but  tliat  he  has  presented  some 
strong  views  and  weighty  considerations  in  favor  of 
Ills  proposed  course  of  policy.  It  is  not,  however, 
my  intention  to  enter  into  tlie  merits  or  demerits  of 
his  proposition,  but  to  throw  out  ideas  of  my  owm 
upon  the  subject  of  manning  a navy.  His  oppo 
nents,  and  particularly  the  Baltimore  Weekly  He 
gister,  among  other  objections  to  his  proposed  sys 


military  duty  for  a longer  or  shorter  term,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigencitis  of  the  case;  and  compulsory 
means  may  be  resorted  to  in  respect  to  those  who 
shrink  from  their  duty;  and  there  W'ill  he  often 
found  some.  What  solid  reason  can  be  advanced 
why  the  same  rule  shall  not  apply  to  our  sea-faring 
brethren?  All  alike  owe  to  their  country  the  sa- 
crifiae  of  their  time,  their  fortunes  and  their  lives. 
This  doctrine,  this  patriotic  devotion  to  the  welfare 
of  our  country,  ought  to  be  inculcated,  loudly  re- 
iterated by  all  stations  of  men;  and  more  particu- 
larly by  all  those  to  whom  a kind  Providence  has  of- 
fered the  means  and  opportunities  of  acquiring  a 
little  superior  intelligence.  It  is  hoped  ibejieople 
liave  selected  men  with  abilities  and  energies  com- 
petent to  legislate  properly  for  the  good  of  the  re- 
public; men  who  will  not  be  beat  out  of  a stulcs- 
man-like  course  by  faciious  clamor;  men  who  will 
j not  be  frightened  by  ^•ain  words, — such  as  “im- 
I pressment,  conscription,”  8tc.  (no  application  is 


tern,  found  a great  one,upon  the  difficulty  that  must,  j here  intended  to  the  Baltimore  Weekly  Register.) 
in  his  opinion,  always  exist  in  manning  a great  nas’y.  i The  period  is  arrived  when  all  patriotic  men  of 
The  Register  says  “he  believes  it  is  the  pratice  in  1 imposing  character  throughout  the  United  Stages 


all  other  countries  where  there  is  a navy,  to  impress 
seamen  for  it  in  time  of  war — but  a man  might  as 
well  attempt  to  empty  Lake  Superior  with  a horn 
spoon  as  to  introduce  it  here,  iu  the  present  dispo- 
sition and  state  of  the  people.”  Assuredly  it  might 
be  unpopular  and  impossible  in  our  country  to  car- 
ry into  effect  a system  of  impressment  in  the  odious 
sense  in  which  the  terra  is  usually  understood,  or, 
as  arbitrarily  practiced  in  other  coimtries;  and  long 
may  it  continue  to  be  so.  But  I will  not  believe 
that  our  country  is  so  destitute  of  talents,  that  it 
cannot  produce  statesmen  capable  to  devise  a sys- 
tem for  manning  a navy,  that  is  perfectly  congenial 
to  our  national  and  social  compacts;  combining  t!ie 
greatest  possible  regard  for  the  rights,  liberty  and 


should  speak  out:  wheu  tliey  should  combine  to 
scout  half-way  measures,  crawling  sy.siem  , dnit  in- 
evitalAy  lead  tonation.il  discoiMliture  ami  Uisgracc; 
that  present  a semblance  of  strength,  and  there  i'?  no 
strength.  Tliis  very  subject  ofprospectiveiy  manning 
thenavyougiit  profoundly  to  occupy  l!ie  deli:>cra- 
tions  of  congress,  at  their  app.'oaching  sessio  , 
or  they  must  and  will  be  stigmatized  for  Ha- 
grant  suplueness,  for  a dereliction,  and  sltrinking 
from  their  boundeu  duties.  Now,  in  a period  of 
profound  peace,  is  the  proper  season  for  it.  It 
is  announced  that  wa  have,  and  in  progress,  12 
ships  of  the  line,  besides  additional  frigates  build- 
ing, How  are  even  this  number  to  be  manned,  in 
case  of  a war,  sa}'  a few  years  hence?  and  no  man 


convenience  of  t]iic  citizen,  that  is  compatible  with  lean  tell  how  soon.  Will  our  national  rulers  be  so 
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feeble  as  to  depend  alone  upon  heavy  bounties  and 
wages,  exhausting  the  public  treasury  at  the  outset, 
and  yet  perhaps  but  partially  succeeding  in  their 
object?  What  puerile  legislation  will  it  be,  to 
build  a number  of  ships  and  then  say,  we  cannot 
man  them,  when  there  are  a superabundance  of  sea- 
men in  the  country  to  do  it,  if  there  were  laws  un- 
der proper  regulations,  calling  them  into  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  necessity,  expediency,  and  justice 
of  the  case  must  force  jtself  upon  every  reflecting 
mind,  that  there  must  be  an  orj^nization;  a classi- 
fication upon  the  best  principles  that  liuraan  in- 
genuity can  devise,  to  call  out  or  draft  suitable 
portions  of  our  sea  faring  citizens  to  perform  their 
lour  of  duty  in  time  of  war,  as  tlie  militia  are  bound 
to  do.  The  analogy  of  the  subjects  leads  me  to 
say  emphatically,  that  now  also  is  the  precious 
time,  for  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  to  deliberate 
and  legislate  upon  the  formation  of  a regular  war 
army  in  the  spirit  of  the  system  submitted  to  the 
public  by  the  present  president  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  and  regardless  of  the 
party  slang  of  Conscription.^  Has  not  experience 
taugiit  us  the  necessity  of  some  such  system?  If 
the  hands  of  the  government  bad  been  strengthened 
by  a few  thousand  regular  soldiers  more  tl»an  could 
be  procured  by  voluntary  enlistment,  we  should  not 
have  had  an  enemy’s  army  marching  to  the  Capitol, 
to  Baltimore  or  Orleans.  The  enemy  would  have 
found  full  employment  to  defend  liis  own  provinces. 
Whoever  may  hereafter  be  at  the  head  of  our  go- 
vernment, must  be  drivellers  indeed,  if  they  do  not 
always  make  the  enency’s  territories  the  seat  of 
war,  i;  practicable,  The  necessity  of  legislation 
upon  this  point,  becomes  more  cogent  since  the 
notable  iliscovery  and  practiced  construction  given 
to  our  federal  constitution,  that  the  governors  of 
the  states  are  the  when  the  contingency  oc- 

curs, that  authorizes  the  calling  out  of  the  militia, 
and  not  :h“  presideut,  as  people  of  plain  understand- 
ing had  iieretofore  believed;  and  since  the  farther 
discovery  that  the  militia  are  not  bound  to  obey 
when  ordered  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  and  our  relative 
condition  in  it,  with  the  utmost  moderation  on  our 
part,  we  cannot,  we  miist  not^  expect  to  escape  the 
ordinary  fate  of  nations.  We  ought,  we  must,  hold 
ourselves  as  liable  to  be  driven  into  wars  to  defend 
our  national  rights,  or  to  seek  redress  for  intoler- 
able injuries  done  us:  and  how  can  common  sense 
expect  to  force  the  enemy  to  reasonable  terms  of 
peace,  unless  our  government  be  authorized  to  wield 
the  adequate  physical  force  of  the  republic? 

PHOCIOI^. 


Legislature  of  Tennessee. 

Kitoxvixib,  September  15. 
Tfds  day  at  12  6* clock,  the  governor  communicated  to 
both  houses  of  the  legislature,  by  the  secretary  of 
state,  William  Allxakdeii  esq.  the  follo-iviug 
MESSAGE. 

Fellov)  citizens  qf  the  senate, 
and  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Nearly  two  years  have  elapsed  since  the  rise  of 
the  last  session  of  tb-e  Legislature,  the  early  part 
of  which  time  was  marked  by  the  most  afflicting  and 
melancholy  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence.  The 
epidemic  which  raged  with  violence  in  different 
parts  of  the  state,  carrying  with  it  frequently  death, 
was  well  calculated  to  produce  distress  and  alarm; 
and  some  of  the  honorable  members  of  the  last  le- 
gislature, I am  sorry  to  say,  are  now  no  more.  With 
ihe  approach  of  sp.nr;g,  the  malady  disappeared? 


since  wliich,  our  citizens  have  enjoyed  a remakable 
share  of  good  health.  Tlrat  scourge  vas  followed 
by  an  unusual  drought,  in  ‘die  summer  of  the  same 
year,  wliich  threatened  a greater  scarcity  than  had 
been  ever  witnessed  in  the  country.  In  this  states 
of  things  the  citizens  resorted  to  the  most  rigid 
rules  of  economy;  and  surely  our  thanks  are  due  to 
Providence  for  mringing  us  through  those  scenes  of 
disease  and  threatened  famine;  and  not  les.<i  so-  for 
conferring  on  us  at  this  time,  the  most  propitious 
season  for  the  industrious  husband-man,  that  has 
occurred  since  the  first  settling  of  this  country 
Our  acknowledgements  of  gratitude  are  likewise 
due,  for  the  blessings  we  enjoy  in  religious,  civil 
and  political  liberty;  for  public  peace  and^domestic 
happinesa:  for  his  raagnanimoua  design  in  the  uni- 
versal propagation  of  the  gospel;  for  the  present 
prosperous  situation  of  our  state  and  country;  for 
the  increased  state  of  literature  and  literary  insti- 
tutions; for  the  prosperous  state  of  tlie  liberal  and 
and  mechanic  arts;  domestic  manufacture  and  inter- 
nal  improvement. 

Itt  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  last  general  as. 
sembly,  authorizing  the  executive  to  appoint  a com- 
missioner to  atte;ad  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  difference  between  the 
two  states  relative  to  Walker’s  line.  Parry  V/.  Hum- 
phreys, esquire,  was  appointed;  and  as  I deem  it 
necessary  to  lay  the  whole  correspondence,  with  the 
documents  connected  therewith,  before  your  honor- 
able body,  I will  just  remark,  ac  this  time,  that  tlie 
missioti  resulted  in  a total  disagreement  on  tlie  part 
of  Kentucky  to  the  propositions  made  by  the  state 
of  Tennessee;  and  as  the  act,  subsequently  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  was  not  bottomed 
on  any  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  laws  of 
this  state,  I beg  leave  to  refer  your  honorable  bo- 
dy, fo;-  explanation  of  the  traosaclion  to  my  circu- 
lar letter  addressed  to  ihe  members  of  the  last  gene- 
ral assembly,  which  is  prefixed  to  the  laws  ot  Ken- 
tucky. Much  time  has  been  consumed  and  consi- 
derable expense  incurred  by  endeavoring  to  adjust 
this  matter,  hitherto  without  effect.  1 cannot,  liowt 
ever,  under  present  circumstances  hesitate  to  say, 
in  my  opinion,  that  the  breach  is  lessened  by  the 
proposition  made  by  Kentucky:  in  which  it  is  propo- 
sed that  Walker’s  line  shall  be  the  established 
boundary  between  the  two  states,  from  where  it 
strikes  Tennessee  rivei*  to  the  mouth  of  Obed’s  ri- 
ver. Hence,  there  appears  little  reason  to  doubt, 
that,  if  you  should  deem  it  expedient  to  close  with 
the  proposition  of  Kentucky  and  ask  the  adoption  of 
Walker’s  line  from  the  mouth  of  Obed’s  river  to 
Cumberland  Gap,  it  would  be  acceded  to;  wliich 
would  quiet  the  inhabitants  of  both  states,  who  re- 
side near  the  line.  But  if  Kentucky  should  still  ad- 
here to  her  present  proposition  in  extending  the 
line  from  Tennessee  river  to  the  Mississippi,  in  the 
latitude  of  36  degrees  and  30  minutes,  it  will  be  for 
the  legislature  to  say  on  that,  as  on  all  other  poin>«, 
how  far  it  can  be  met  on  principles  of  justice.  From 
the  long  standing  and  nature  of  this  unhappy  differ- 
ence,  1 must  suppose  it  it  to  be  one  of  those  cases, 
in  which,  to  do  justice  to  both  parties,  mutual  con- 
cessions ought  to  be  made. 

Conceiving  it  due  to  myself,  and  not  wholly 
uninteresting  to  my  fellow-citizens,  I will  take  the 
liberty  of  stating  tiie  course  I have  pursued  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extinguishment  of  die  Cherokee  claim 
to  land  within  the  limits  of  the  state.  In  December, 
1815,  1 empowered  the  senators  from  this  state  J. 
Williams  and  G.  W.  Campbell,  esqrs.  to  negociate 
a treaty  with  a Cherokee  deputation  then  at  Wash- 
ingion  city,  for  lands  on  the  north  of  Xennesse© 
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;Ivpr.  The  commissioners  had  an  audience  with 
the  caiefs,  explained  tJie  views  of  tlieir  governtnent 


nation,  with  no  other  object  than  to  serve  the 
Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indians  for  a hunting’ 


bat  v/ere  answered  that  the  powers  they  possessed  ground.  The  subject,  however,  to  which  I be^ 

did  not  authorise  them  to  dispose  of  the  land  in  ! leave  to  invite  your  particular  attention  is  the  Chick"’- 


question.  Thus  tlie  negociation  ended  at  that  time; 
but  w'as  renewed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
St.'des  and  instructions  given  to  hold  a treaty  at 
the  Cherokee  agency  on  the  20th  July,  1816.  Anxi- 
ous to  avail  my  country  of  every  opportunity  to 
promote  its  interest,  I called  or*  col.  John  Williams, 
being  more  convenient  to  the  agency  than  Mr. 
Campbell,  to  attend  the  treaty  under  his  former  ap 


asaw  claim,  which  contains  from  five  to  seven  mil- 
lions of  acres,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Tennessee 
river,  on  the  west  by  the  Mississippi,  and  Includes 
all  the  land  from  north  to  south  across  the  state; 
and  from  the  best  information  I have  been  able  to 
obtain,  nearly  one  half  of  this  land  has  been  located 
and  the  greater  part  granted  from  thirty  to  forty 
years  ago,  and  at  a time  when  North -Carolina  pos- 


pointment  in  company  with  myself.  The  treaty  i sessed  the  aovereign  right,  long  antecedent  to  tlie 
continued  fifteen  lays;  In  which  time  the  views  of  | act  of  cession  made  to  the  United  States;  and  that 
the  general  government  were  fully  explained  and!  she  did  possess  tlie  right  to  dispose  of  these  lands 
the  claims  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  urged  by  every  | is  clear  from  the  acceptance  by  the  United  States 
fail”  argument  in  our  power,  though  at  last  unavaii- 1 of  that  cession.  The  United  States,  as  I am  advised, 
ing.  have  granted,  in  due  form,  640  acres  on  which  the 

I then  determined  on  making  a third  attempt  and  i town  of  Pulaski,  tlie  seat  of  justice  of  Giles  county 


obtf.ined  the  favor  of  general  Jackson  to  renew  the 
proposition,  w'hich  he  di^  at  Titrkey  Toiviiy  where 


is  established,  and.  in  many  other  respects  have 
acted  as  tho*  they  held  those  lands  by  regular  title. 

TC  » 


the  Indians,  as  if  with  a viaw  to  elude  the  subject.  If  then  the  United  States  possess  a fee  simple  estate 
suggested  the  plan  of  exchanging  lands.  Thus  the  jin  the  vacant  land  derived  from  North-Carolina, 
matter  rested  until  the  20th  June  laft,  when  a treaty  | it  will  follow,  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
was  opened  under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  i army  have  the  most  indisputable  titles  to  those 


the  United  States  by  gens.  Jackson,  Meriwether  lands  granted  to  them.  If  the  subject  of  right  to 
and  myself.  The  object  of  this  treaty  was  to  carry  dispose  of  those  lands  be  conceded  as  being  at  the 


into  effiect  certain  propositions,  made  by  Mr.  Jefi’er-  j time  vested  in  North  Carolina,  no  question  can  arise, 
son,  while  president  of  the  United  States,  founded  j except  as  to  the  possession  which  appears  to  be 
on  an  anplication  to  him  by  a regular  deputation  of;  settled  down  by  existing  treaties,  made  at  a time 
the  Cherokee  nation  in  Jauuai-y,  1809,  the  object  of  when,  perhaps,  the  measures  were  justified  by  ne- 
w'liich  was  to  give  permission  to  as  many  of  the  cessity  and  policy.  But,  if  such  was  then  the  fact, 
Chei'okees  as  might  choose  to  remove  west  of  the  no  pretext  seems  now  to  exist.  We  are  at  peace 
Mississippi,  Wlio  should  receive  a tract  of  country  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  tlie  weight  of  the 
there  proportioned  to  their  numbers,  with  the'Americanarmiscompetenttotheprotectionofher 

whole  Cherokee  nation,  for  which  they  were  to  give ! citizens  as  \vell  in  person  as  property.  I have 


an  equal  quantity  of  land  to  the  United  States  out 
of  the  Chei’okee  country.  This  agreement  has  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Cherokee  nation;  as  well 
those  who  have,  as  those  who  have  not,  removed. 
The  census  of  the  nation  is,  by  positive  stipulation, 
to  be  taken  in  June  next,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  contracting  parties  to  adjust  the  quantity  of 
land  to  be  exchanged.  A just  proportion  of  the 
land,  thus  to  be  acquired,  w'ill  fall  within  the  state 
of  Tennessee,  prior  to  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the 
legislature,  from  which  a question  will  naturally 
arise,  whether  the  interest  of  the  state  would  be 
most  promoted  by  leaving  the  subject  to  form  the 


brought  this  subject  before  your  honorable  body, 
conceiving  it  to  be  one  of  very  great  dignity  and 
interest  to  the  state;  and  I indulge  the  hope  that 
it  will  receive  that  weight  of  character,  in  form  of 
a remonstrance  to  congress,  it  so  justly  merits. 

The  subject  of  the  memorial  presented  by  the 
legislature  of  North-Carolina  to  congress  at  their 
last  Sdession,  will  merit  your  attention.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  postponed  by  con- 
gres.s;  the  documents  and  proceedings  on  which, 
will,  in  due  time,  be  laid  before  you.  At  present 
I will  only  express  a hope,  that  the  charges  made 
in  that  memorial  against  this  state  may  be  m«t  in 


necessity  of  a called  session,  with  the  expenses  1 a spirit  of  amity  and  compromise,  and  yet  with  a 
incident  thereto,  or  to  enact  laws  in  anticipation  of  { due  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  state  of  Tennes 


the  event  at  the  present  session.  If  you  should 
prefer  the  latter,  I earnestly  recommend  to  the  wis- 
dom of  your  honorable  body,  the  enacting  of  such 
laws  as  in  their  operation  will  best  guard  the  poor 
against  the  watchful  speculator,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  act  consistent  with  our  engagements  with 
the  United  States  and  North-Carolina.  To  effect 
this  object,  I would  propose,  after  the  lands  are 
disencu.mbered  and  liable  to  the  disposition  of  the 
state,  that  proclamation  be  made  once-a-week  by 
the  public  printer  for  at  least  three  months  pre- 
ceding the  day-on  which  entries  may  be  made;  and 
to  declare,  in  positive  terms,  that  all  entries,  which 
have  been  previously  made,  shall  be  null  and  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  besides  inflicting  such 


In  the  course  of  the  last  winter,  I attempted  to 
procure  a statement  of  the  quantity  of  the  ch-culat- 
ing  and  unsatisfied  land  warrants;  and  also  the 
quantity  of  land,  fit  for  cultivation,  that  remained 
unappropriated,  by  applying  to  the  principal  sur- 
veyors of  the  several  districts  througliout  the  state, 
for  a statement  of  the  number  of  entries,  with  the 
quantity  contained  therein,  made  in  each  year  ift 
their  respective  offices,  from  the  opening  thereof 
up  to  that  time.  The  commissioners  of  East  and 
West  Tennessee  were  also  called  on  for  a report 
of  the  gross  amount  of  warrants,  issued  by  their  re- 
spective boards.  And  I owe  it  to  those  officers,  with 
the  exception  of  two,  whose  report.*  have  not  come 
penalties  as  you  might  think  proper,  on  such  per-  j to  hand,  to  say,  that  these  reports  were  furnished 
sons  as  should  disregard  or  violate  those  provi- 1 with  dispatch  and  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
sions.  ( plan  submitted.  These  reports  were  forwarded 

It  has  been  with  no  inconsiderable  concern  thatj  to  James  D.  Reynolds,  esq.  at  that  time  a member 
I have  for  many  years  witnessed  the  hardship  and  j of  congress  from  this  state,  with  the  view  of  having 
injustice  of  with-holding  from  a large  portion  of  them  laid  before  that  body;  but  whether  they 
our  fellow-citizens,  the  possession  of  lands  accj^uired  reached  him  too  late  in  the  session  to  be  acted  up* 
equally  as  fairly  and  honorably  as  any  others  m the: 
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on,  or  how  they  were  disposed  of,  I have  not  been 
advised. 

Impressed  with  a consciousness  of  the  difficulties 
of  obtaining’  correct  information,  and  sensible  that 
many  defects  attend  the  course  I have  pursued,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  subject  before  the  le- 
gislative guardians  of  the  people,  as  one  which,  in 
k collateral  point  of  view,  may  justly  merit  their 
attention,  when  taken  in  connection  with  our  landed 
relittions  with  North-Carolina  and  the  general  go- 
vernment.  The  documents  in  my  possession  as 
well  as  any  information  I may  have  on  the  subject, 
will,  if  required,  be  cheerfully  furnished. 

I will  submit  for  your  consideration  the  propriety 
of  turning  your  attention  to  inaproving  the  naviga- 
tion of  our  rivers,  eitl»er  by  incorporating  naviga- 
tion companies  for  a definite  number  of  years,  with 
the  right  to  charge  toll,  or  by  such  other  means 
as  your  wisdom  may  suggest.  Frequent  attempts 
have  been  made  in  former  years  to  commence  this 
highly  important  work,  which  were  generally  met 
by  the  negative  voice  of  those,  who  appeared  to 
think  that  they  represented  the  farming  interest 
exclusively,  urging  that  none  were  to  be  benefited 
hut  the  mercantile  class  of  our  citizens.  This  ob- 
jection must,  at  this  time,  be  unavailing,  for  by 
Vecurring  to  facts,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  farmers, 
particularly  in  the  western  part  of  the  states, 
participate  lai*gely  in  the  advantage  at  present  de- 
rived from  the  navigation  of  our  rivers  in  the  ex- 
portation of  our  surplus  produce  to  market.  The 
growth  and  prosperity  of  our  country,  I have  ever 
believed,  mateiially  depend  on  a safe  outlet  for  our 
surplus  produce,  and  an  easy  commercial  inter- 
course with  our  neighboring  states.  Every  facility 
then  ought  to  be  afforded  that  would  tend  to  the 
'furtherance  of  these  objects.  To  shew  the  increas- 
ingimportance  of  this  subject,  I will  submit  a state- 
ment of  the  gross  amount  of  produce,  so  far  as  ac- 
curate information  has  been  obtained,  exported 
from  the  state  during  the  present  season.  I feel 
great  satisfaction  in  exhibiting  tliis  statement,  not 
that  I am  inconscious  of  its  bearing  very  little  com- 
parison with  that  of  many  other  states  in  the  union; 
but  when  we  attach  to  its  importance  these  facts, 
that  we  are  yet  an  infant  people,  composed  of  from 
two  to  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  and  that 
these  products  are  the  labors  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  the  year  next  succeeding  the  termination  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  who  were  amongst  the 
last  retiring  from  tlie  field. 

The  object  of  improving  rivers  and  public  roads 
ought  not  to  be  considered  exclusively  in  a pecunia- 
ry point  of  view;  for  in  addition  to  commercial  fa- 
cilities, they,  by  a concurrence  of  interesting  cir- 
cumstances, invite  us  to  associate  with  each  other, 
by  which  we  become  more  intimately  acquainted, 
our  interests  cemented,  and  our  social  ties  every 
way  strengthened. 

In  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  autho- 
rising the  executive  to  borrow  money,  in  case  it 
became  necessary  to  meet  the  instalments  due  from 
the  state  to  the  bank,  I have  directed  the  sum  ofse- 
ven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  be  borrowed 
at  three  different  time^  which  could  not  be  reim- 
bursed by  the  treasurjrfor  want  of  funds  urltil  Fri- 
day last. 

The  directors  of  the  banks,  chartered  at  Jones^ 
borough  and  Franklin,  have  given  notice  that  their 
respective  banks  are  about  to  commence  operations, 
and  desired  to  know  whether  the  state  would  take 
the  stock  reserved  for  her  in  the  charter.  My  an- 
swer to  the  directors  at  Jonesborough  was  such  as 
1 conceived  the  existing  state  of  the  treasury,  in 


connection  with  other  reasons,  imperiously  demand, 
ed.  As  I intend  to  lay  the  correspondence  be. 
fore  you,  I Will  forbear  to  make  any  comments,  but 
would  beg  leave  to  recommend  a review  of  the  law 
organizing  those  banks;  and  let  it  be  di.stioctly  un- 
derstood whether  the  executive,  as  the  agent  of  the 
state,  is  bound  to  make  her  a subscriber  to  eacii  of 
those  incorporated  banks;  and  if  this  be  his  duly, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  create  a fund  fiom  wiiich 
the  requisite  resources  can  be  drawn  to  meet  tliose 
engagements  for  which  the  existing  laws  have  made 
no  provision. 

I beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  state 
and  county  taxes,’*  passed  November  13ih,  1815. — 
There  are  abundant  reasons  to  believe  that  the  mo- 
tives, which  influenced  the-  legislature  in  enacting 
this  law,  were  honorable  and  such  as  to  them  ap- 
peared to  be  sanctioned  by  sound  policy.  In  its 
operation  it  has  had  the  effect  of  burtheuing  the 
treasury  with  a description,  of  notes,  some  of  which 
were  not  even  at  par  with  current  notes  or  silver  in 
any  section  of  the  union.  By  this  law,  the  crippled 
credit  of  those  notes  was  supported  to  the  noanifest 
prejudice  of  our  citizens,  who  held  honest  claims 
against  the  state.  From  these  remarks,  gentlemen, 
I refer  you  to  the  before  recited  act,  to  say  how  far 
it  is  entitled  to  a place  in  the  revenue  laws  of  your 
state. 

A number  of  vacancies  have  occurred  In  the  dif- 
ferent offices  in  the  state  since  the  adjournmeut  of 
the  last  general  assemblyj  which  have  been  filled 
by  temporary  appointments  that  will  expire  with 
the  end  of  the  present  session.  The  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  judge  Overton,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  errors  and  ap- 
peals, has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Robert 
Whyte,  esq.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  judge  Cook  in  the  same  court  has  been  filled  by 
John  Harwood,  esq.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  William  Kelly,  esq.  judge  of  the  first 
circuit,  is  filled  by  Thomas  Bmmerson,  esq.  The 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  James  C. 
Mitchell,  esq.  solicitor  general  of  the  second  cir- 
cuit, is  filled  by  John  Wilkinson,  esq.  In  the  third 
circuit,  William  B.  Martin,  esq.  is  appointed  soli- 
citor general,  vice  John  Catron,  esq  resigned. — 
William  C.  Mynatt,  esq.  has  been  appointed  com- 
missioner for  East  Tennessee,  vice  Robert  H.  Adams, 
esq.  resigned.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  ex- 
piration of  col.  Williams*  term  of  service  as  senator 
in  congress,  was  filled  by  the  re-appointment  of  that 
gentleman  in  the  called  session  of  the  senate  in 
March  last.  The  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  insani- 
ty of  George  Poyzer,  notary  public  for  West  Ten- 
nessee, is  filled  by  Washington  Perkins.  The  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  death  of  John  McCormick, 
notary  public  for  East  Tennessee,  is  filled  by  James 
Kenedy,  sen’r. 

lam  well  aware  that  those  offices  are  considered 
of  the  highest  dignity  and  interest  to  the  state,  and  I 
assure  you  they  were  filled  under  that  solemn  impres- 
sion, and  with  a full  view  of  the  great  responsibili- 
ty which  could  not  fail  to  attach  to  the  exercise  of 
a power  that,  under  all  other  circumstances,  is  con- 
fided to  the  collected  wisdom  of  the  state.  And 
while  I indulge  in  expressing  my  thankfulness  to 
the  Divine  Benefactor  for  his  benign  interposition, 
I am  not  unmindful  of  the  great  obligation  I am 
under  to  my  fellow  citizens  for  their  apparent  ap- 
probation. And  I also  derive  much  satisfaction 
from  learning  that  the  different  officera,  in  discharge 
of  their  duties,  have  realized  the  highest  exp^cfa* 
tjdrts  of  many  of  my  fellow-citizens. 
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The  duty  of  fiUinij  these  appointments  permn- 
n^ently  devolves  on  your  honorable  bo  ly,  and  it  af- 
fords me  sincere  pleasure  to  know,  tliat  in  your  ag^ 
gregate  capacit}’,  you  possess  u knowledge  of  tiie 
wishes  t^nd  interests  of  the  people,  which  cannot 
fall  to  tlie  lot  of  any  one  man.  It  also  tends  to  les- 
sen the  embarrassment  and  responsibility  which  1 
have  experienced,  particidarly  in  tlie  appointment 
of  Mr.  Emmerson,  who  reside.s  out  of  tlie  circuit 
for  which  he  was  appointed.  Prior  to  his  appoint- 
ment, lhad  made  four  different  unsuccessful  appli- 
cations to  gentlemen  of  the  bar  in  the  first  circuit. 
And  in  fact'three  of  the  courts  in  the  circuit  were 
adjourned  by  fhe  sheriffs  of  the  respective  counties 
to  the  manifest  inconvenience  and  injury  of  the  sui- 
tors. 

This  state  of  things,  I have  no  doubt,  was  produ- 
ced in  part  by  an  aversion,  oflong  standing,  to  ex- 
ecute appointments;  how  far  this  prejudice  will  be 
seconded  on  this  occasion,  forms  no  part  of  my  busi- 
ness or  inquiry.  It  is  a sufficient  guarantee,  that 
your  interests  and  happiness  are  both  idejitified 
with  that  of  your  fellow  citizens  and  that  you  can- 
not injure  the  one  without  a violation  of  the  other. 

Experience  shews  plainly  the  necessity  of  making 
some  amendment  to  the  present  law  regulating  tlie 
circuit  court  system,  by  authorising  the  appoint- 
ment of  some  gentleman  of  the  bar,  of  skill  and  in- 
' tegrity,  to  decide  on  all  causes  depending  in  any  of 
the  courts,  in  which  the  judge  is  disqualified  to 
sit,  with  an  equal  compensation  to  what  is  now,  by 
special  law,  given  for  similar  services  in  the  supreme 
courts. 

I have  received  three  boxes,  containing  the  laws 
and  journals  of  congress,  widi  many'  other  valua- 
ble state  papers;  the  very  inconsiderable  expense  of 
transportation  has  been  paid  and  the  secretary  of 
state  will  present  to  you  the  amount,  who  has,  by 
order  of  a resolution  of  the  last  general  assembly, 
transmitted  a copy  of  the  acts  of  that  session  lo  the 
executive  of  each  state  and  teri’itory  in  the  union. 
Many  of  which  have  made  the  exchange  reciprocal 
and  sent  on  copies  of  their  acts  which  are  now  in 
the  secretary’s  office,  subject  to  your  disposition. 

I will,  however,  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that 
there  are  from  two  to  three  hundred  copies  of  the 
acts  of  congress  of  1807—8  containing  all  the  Indian 
treaties  made  about  that  time,  which  will  be  inte 
resting  to  the  people  of  Tennessee.  With  respect 
to  those  and  all  others  of  which  there  is  a redundan- 
cy in  the  office,  I beg  leave  to  recommend  that  an 
equal  distribution  be  made  amongst  the  different 
counties  compo.sing  the  state. 

I have  esteemed  it  my  duty  to  submit  the  forego- 
ing measures  for  consideration  and  decision  with 
a hope  that  you  will  perceive  they  have  been 
dictated,  with  a due  respect  to  personal  feeling, 
as  well  as  for  the  high  station  you  occupy.  Sub- 
jects of  minor  importance  will  be  submitted  oc- 
casionally through  the  session,  and  the  documents, 
connected  with  those  already  before  you,  will  be 
forwarded  without  loss  of  time;  from  which,  in 
your  deliberate  wisdom,  you  can  readily  judge 
how  far  they  are  calculated  to  promote  the  gene- 
ral welfare  of  the  state,  and  thus  far  I entertain 
the  highest  expectations  they  will  receive  your 
sanction. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  with  an  eye, 
generally,  to  make  the  different  departments  of  go- 
vernment operate  as  a check  upon  each  other,  have 
in  this  instance  seemingly  associated  the  legislative 
and  executive  departments,  so  far  as  to  authorise 
the  head  of  the  latter  to  recommend  to,  and  confer 
with,  the  former.  But  to  the  honor  of  those  who 


laid  the  chief  corner  stone  of  our  political  hap- 
piness, it  is  due  to  say,  that  they  wi.sely  withheld 
the  negative  vote  of  the  executive  in  the  formation 
of  laws  and  exclusively  confided  it  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  legisUture.  Notwithsianding,  so  far 
as  my  limited  information  or  power  may  be  useful, 
you  W'ill  always  find  a cheerful  co-operation  ia 
whatever  may  tend  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee;  and  permit  me  here  to  solicit, 
in  return,  the  pleasure  and  advantage  of  your  con- 
slant  aid  and  good  will. 

For  myself,  I should  be  devoid  of  gratitude  and 
generous  feeling,  if  I did  rot  act  and  feel  as  t!ie 
warm  and  decided  friend  of  the  people  whose  suf- 
frage has  not  been  more  the  support  of  my  juvenile 
days  than  of  my  more  advanced  years.  I became 
a citizen  of  the  state  at  a very  early  period  of  life, 
and  my  advances  towards  promotion  have  not  more 
than  kept  pace  with  the  continued  confidence  of 
my  fellow-citizens;  at  whose  call  I again  assume 
the  functions  of  the  high  office  I now  fill.  Anti 
although  conscious  of  my  own  incapacity,  will  place 
my  reliance  on  an  unerring  hand  to  guide  me 
through  those  arduous  dutie.s  to  an  honorable  and 
happy  result  to  my  countrymen,  from  wliose  candor 
and  liberal  indulgence  on  all  former  occasions,  I 
have  experienced  the  most  unlimited  confidence 
and  personal  good  will;  to  merit  a continuance  of 
which,  I trust,  will  always  be  my  polar ‘star  througk 
life.  JOSEPH  McMINX. 

Courtg  Martial. 

Adj.  and  ins.  generaVs  office,  Oci.  1817. 

The  proceedings  of  a general  court  martial,  con- 
vened by  general  order  of  August  27,  1817,  hav- 
ing embraced  points  heretofore  considered  doubtful 
by  some  gentlemen,  the  following  extracts  from 
the  records  are  deemed  important  to  the  military 
service. 

Adj,  and  ins.  general* s office,  Avg.  27,  1817. 

GENERAL  ORDEU. — A general  court  martial  will 
assemble  at  Davis’  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, on  Wednesday  the  tenth  of  September  next, 
for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners  as  may  be  brought 
before  it.  The  court  will  be  composed  as  follows, 
viz: 

Col.  Wm.  King,  4?/»  infantry^  president. 

MEMBERS. 

Col.  G.  E.  Mitchell,  corys  of  art. 

L*.  col.  W.  K.  AriMisTEAi),  evg. 

Lt.  col.  .T.  V.  Ball,  1st  infantry. 

Lt,  col.  G.  Arm  I STEAD,  corps  o f art. 

Lt.  col.  W.  Lawrence,  8th  inf. 

Lt.  col.  R.  Jones,  corps  of  art. 

SUPERNUMERAUrEfl. 

Major  J.  M.  Davis,  staff. 

Major  W.  M'Donald,  staff. 

A judge  advocate  will  be  appointed,  and  further 
Instructions  will  be  given,  through  the  president 
of  the  court,  in  after  orders. 

By  order,  D.  PARKER,  adj.  and  ins.  gen. 

Adj  1.  and  ins.  general's  office.  Sept.  3,  1817, 

general  orukr. — Samuel  Wilcocks,  esq.  is  ap-. 
poimed  special  j'-dge  advocate  of  the  general  court 
martial,  of  which  col,  Wm.  King  is  president,  or- 
dered to  convene  in  this  city  on  the  10th  inst. 

Thejudge  advocate  will  arraign  tlie  prisoner  for 
trial,  will  funiish  charges  and  evidence  in  support 
of  the  same,  and  be  accountable  to  the  court  for 
all  the  propels  details. 

Should  a prosecutor  and  counsel  appear,  tbeir 
wishes  will  be  sybmitbed  to  the  coilrt  through  the 
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ladge  advocate.  When  the  court  has  finished  its 
proceedings,  the  records  will  be  delivered  to  the 
judge  advocate,  and  the  president  will  report  to 
ihis  office  for  orders.  By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  adjt.  and  ins.  gen. 

September  11,  1817. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  judge  advocate  stated  to  the  court,  that  lie 
was  prepared  to  take  up  the  case  of  lieut.  col, 
Pranklin  Wharton,  of  the  marine  corps.  A doubt 
being  suggested,  whether  a court  composed  ex- 
clusively of  army  officers  was  competent  to  the 
trial  of  a member  of  the  marine  corps,  the  court 
was  cleared  for  deliberation. 

The  judge  advocate  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  court  had  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  case; 
but  the  question  being  considered  of  importance, 
and  the  members  not  being  satisfied,  it  was  finally 
determined  that  the  judge  advocate  should,  through 
the  war  department,  solicit  the  opinion  of  the  at- 
torney general  on  the  point  at  issue,  and  the  court 
adjourned  to  meet  the  next  day  at  10  o’clock. 

September  12. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  judge  advocate  laid  before  the  court  the  fol- 
lowing correspondence: 

Gxob.0E  Gha«am,  esq.  acting  secretary  of  loar. 

Sin — A doubt  has  arisen  with  the  general  court 
martial,  of  which  col.  W.  King  is  president,  whe- 
ther that  court  is  competent  to  try  lieut.  col.  Whar- 
ton of  the  marine  corps,  inasmnch  as  the  court  mar- 
tial is  not  a mixed  court,  composed  of  army  offi- 
cers associated  with  officers  of  the  marine  corps, 
as  appears  to  them  necessary  by  the  sixty-eighth 
article  of  war. 

The  court  is  desirlous  to  have  the  the  opinion  of 
the  attorney  general  on  this  point. 

I am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
SAMUEL  WILCOCKS, 
Special  judge  advocate. 
Jfashingtmy  Sept.  11,  1817. 

Department  of  ivaVy  Sept.  11,  1817. 

Sin— On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  date, 
I immediately  submitted  the  question  therein  stated 
to  the  attorney  general,  and  have  now  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  his  opinion. 

With  great  respect  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GRAHAM, 
Acting  secretary  of  vyar. 

S’a.mi..  Wit-cocks,  esq. 

Special  judge  advocate. 

I am  of  opinion,  that,  under  the  68th  article  of 
War,  it  rests  witli  the  sound  discretion  of  the  pro- 
per department  of  the  government,  whether  to 
'summon  officers  of  tlie  marines  in  the  constitution 
of  a court  martial  for  the  trial  of  a lieutenant  colo- 
nel of  the  marine  corps,  or  wholly  to  pass  them  by; 
nor  do  I know  of  any  act  of  congress,  or  other 
law,  authorising  different  construction  of  it. 

RICHARD  RUSH, 
Attorney  general. 

September  11,  1817. 

The  court  being  cleared,  after  due  deliberation, 
determined  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
case,. 

The  judge  advocate  stating  that  he  had  no  fur- 
ther business  for  the  court,  the  court  adjourned 
sine  die.  Wm.  KING,  col.  4th  inf.  President, 

Saml.  Wilcocks,  special  judge  advocafe. 

IVasfdngton  Sept.  12,  1817. 


The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial  lately  or- 
dered  for  the  trial  of  It.  col.  Wharton,  having  been 
submitted  to  the  president,  he  is  of  opinion,  that,  by 
the  organization  of  the  corps  of  mai’ines,  any  officer 
of  tliat  corps  may  be  tried  by  officers  belonging  to 
the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States,  and, 
therefore,  disapproves  the  decision  of  the  court;  ne- 
vertheless, inasmuch  as  officers  of  that  corps  may 
by  law  be  members  of  the  court,  and  it  is  presumed 
tliatsome  may  be  found  to  whom  no  insurmountable 
objection  is  applicable,  and  he  is  willing  not  to  press 
l.question  on  the  existing  court  against  the  opi- 
nion it  has  given,  especially  as  it  may  be  avoided 
without  the  establishment  of  a precedent  iu  favor 
of  such  opinion,  he  directs  that  some  officers  of  the 
marine  corps,  as  well  as  otlsers  of  the  army,  be  add- 
ed to  the  court  for  the  trial  of  the  said  officer. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

.Sdjf.  and  ms.  general* a office^  Sept.  19,  1817. 

GENEnAiiOKBER. — Colooel  T.  S.  Jesup,  of  the  third 
infantry,  major  Richard  Smitlj,  of  the  marine  corps, 
major  J.  M.  Davis,  of  the  generel  staff,  and  captain 
Robert  Wainwright,  of  the  marine  corps,  are  detail- 
ed as  members  of  the  general  court  martial,  of 
which  colonel  King  is  president,  directed  to  con- 
vene in  this  city  by  general  order  of  the  27th  of  Au- 
gust last. 

Major  Wm.  M’Donald  is  relieved  as  a supernu- 
merary of  the  court,  and  will  report  at  this  office. 
The  court  will  convene,  organize,  and  proceed  to 
business  accordingly,  at  Davis’s  hotel,  to-morrow 
morning  at  10  o’clock.  By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  Adj.  and  ins.  gen. 

September  20,  1817. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  tlie  above  order. 
Lieutenant  colonel  Franklin  Wharton,  of  the  marine 

corps,  'was  then  arraigned  by  the  judge  advocate,  on 

the  folloioing  charges  and  specifications. 

Charges,  and  specifications  of  charges,  presented 
against  lieutenant  colonel  Franklin  Wharton,  com- 
mandant of  the  marine  corps,  by  brevet  major  Ar- 
chibald Henderson,  of  the  same  corps. 

CHARGE  I. 

Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification  1.  In  that  he  never  has,  within  the 
last  two  years,  or  at  any  former  period,  taken  com- 
mand of  any  parade  of  the  marine  corps. 

Specification  2.  In  that  he  never  has,  within  the 
last  two  years,  or  at  any  former  period,  taken  com- 
mand  in  the  field  of  any  part  of  the  marine  corps. 

Specification  3.  In  that  he  never  has,  within  the 
last  two  years,  or  at  any  former  period,  in  the  uni- 
form of  the  corps,  reviewed  or  inspected  any  part 
of  the  marine  corps,  either  at  the  head  quarters  of 
the  corps  or  at  any  of  the  navy-yards,  where  guards 
of  the  marine  corps  were  stationed. 

Specification  4.  In  that  he  has  neglected,  notwith- 
standing repeated  applications  from  captain  Robert 
D.  Wainwright,  to  give  such  an  order  as  would  jus- 
tify that  officer  in  carrying  into  execution  the  sen- 
tences  of  a court  martial,  convened  by  order  of 
lieutenant  colonel  Wharton,  of  the  date  of  the  26tli 
October,  1816,  at  the  marine  barracks,  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  on  the  14th  November,  1816,  where- 
by two  private  soldiers,  Peter  Hull  and  John  Cord- 
well,  have  been  unjustly  and  oppressively  kept  in 
confinement  beyond  the  period  of  their  sentences 
by  the  court  martial,  and  whereby  those  sentences 
remained  unexecuted  on  the  8th  June,  1817. 

Specification  5.  In  that  Peter  Moore,  a private 
soldier  in  the  marine  corps,  has  been  unnecessarily 
and  oppressively  kept  in  confinement  at  the  marine 
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LarracliS,  ’ Cliarlestown,  Massachusetts,  in  conse- 
quence ()f  no  notice  liavinj^  been  taken  by  lieutenai'.t 
colonel  Wharton  of  a report  made  by  captain  Wain- 
MM-lj^ht,  on  the  18th  March,  1817,  of  the  voluntary 
surrender  of  the  said  Peter  Moore,  on  the  3d  of  that 
month  as  a deserter,  and  in  consequence  of  wjiich 
the  said  Peter  Moore  still  remained  in  confinement 
on  the  8th  June,  1817. 

CHAllOK  IT. 

Conduct  unbecomin}j  an  officer  and  a gentleman. 

Specification  1.  In  tliat,  notwithstanding  it  was 
communicated  to  him  that  liis  military  character 
had  been  assailed  in  its  tenderest  point,  in  conse-. 
quetJCeof  the  course  he  pursued  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  city  of  Washington,  by  the  enemy, 
he  did  decline,  and  has  ever  since  declined,  (though 
communications  have  been  made  to  him  to  the  same 
effect,  of  late  date,)  to  take  any  effectual  measures 
to  put  a stop  to  reports  so  highly  injurious  to  his 
own  character,  and  of  such  great  disadvantage  to 
the  corps  under  his  command. 

Specification  2.  In  that,  on  or  about  the  14th  of 
April  last,  he  did  Use  harsh  and  ungentleman  like 
language  towards  John  Hall,  esq.  at  that  time  a ma- 
jor in  the  marine  corps,  in  these  words:  thathe  was 
H liar. 

Specification  3.  In  that,  he  did  subsequently  re- 
fuse to  make  satisfactory  reparation  to  the  said  John 
Hall,  esq.  for  having  used  towards  him  such  harsh 
and  ungentleman  like  language. 

ARCH.  HKNDERSON. 

Brevet  major  marines. 

W‘aihingian27th  Aug.  1817. 

The  prisoner  was  then  asked  by  the  judge  advo- 
cate whether  he  was  guilty  of  the  matter  of  accusa- 
tion; to  which  he  replied  that  he  was  not  guilty. 

The  prisoner  objected  to  the  first  and  third  spe- 
cifications of  the  second  charge,  as  being  too  loose 
and  generafi  but  did  not  object  to  any  amendment 
being  made  in  tliis  stage  of  the  business  by  the 
judge  advocate,  as  the  prosecutor,  who  declined 
making  any  amendment. 

The  court,  on  deliberation,  determined  that  no 
evidence  should  be  given  under  the  first  and  tiurd 
specifications  of  the  second  charge,  because  they 
were  too  general. 

A inolioB  was  made  by  the  court  to  exclude  all 
the  evidence  under  the  second  specification  of  the 
second  cfiaige,  which  was  overruled;  but  they  de- 
termined to  receive  no  evidence  of  any  occurrence 
tl.iit  did  not  take  place  within  two  years  before  the 
crder  for  convening  this  court.  The  prisoner  re- 
gretted the  decision  of  the  court  on  this  point,  as  be 
did  not  object  to  aiy  evidence  as  to  occurrences 
that  took  place  beyond  two  years  from  the  date  of 
the  order  for  convening  this  court. 

September  20. 

On  reronsidering  the  motion  in  relation  to  the 
2d  specification  of  the  2d  charge,  it  was  determined 
tliat,  as  the  specification  contained  no  military  of- 
fence, the  court  would  receive  no  evidence  in  sup- 
Ijort  of  it. 

22d  September,  1817. 

The  court  being  cleared,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, find  the  prisoner  not  guilty  of  the  first  charge 
and  the  five  specifications  under  that  charge. 

The  court,  therefore,  honorably  acquit  the  pri- 
soner, lieutenant  colonel  Franklin  Wharton. 

WM.  KING,  Col.  4th  Inf.  President. 

Wilcox,  Special  Judge  Advocate. 

Adjt.  and  ins.  general*s  office,  October  1,  1817. 

flsxsB&Xi  oKBVRv— The  president  having  approved 


the  sentence  of  the  court,  lieutenant  colonel  Whai'- 
ton  is  Itonorably  acqwitted,  and  the  court  martial  is 
dissolved.  By  order, 

D.  PARKER.  Adj.  and  Ins.  Gen. 

Adt.  and  ins.  generaVs  offiice  September  20,  1817- 
Gexeral  oiiDEii. — At  a general  court  martial,  of 
which  lieutenant  colonel  Towson  was  president, 
convened  at  Fort  Independence,  in  the  liatbor  of 
Boston,  on  the  Jth  of  August  last,  was  tried  brevet 
second  lieutenant  E,  S.  Gantt,  on  the  following 
charge  and  specification,  viz. 

Chauce.— Sending  a challenge  to  an  officer  to 
fight  a duel. 

Specification. — For  that  the  said  Edward  S.  Gantt, 
second  lieutenant  by  brevet,  at  Fort  Independ- 
ence, in  tlie  liarbor  of  Boston,  on  the  twenty 
fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  Imndred  and 
seventeen,  did  write  and  send  to  captain  John  R. 
Bell,  of  the  regiment  of  light  artillery,  a challenge 
to  fight  a duel,  io  the  words  and  figures  following, 
viz.  “Sir,  the  epithets  that  you  w'ere  pleased  to  be- 
stow on  me  yesterday  are  such  tliat  no  gentlemaa 
can  submit  to.  You,  therefore,  will  either  recal 
what  you  have  said,  or  give  me  that  satisfaction  «. 
gentleman  must  require.  My  friend  will  hand  you 
this,  and  will  settle  every  thing.  E.  Gantt,  Fort  In- 
dependence, 24th  July,  1817,” — or  words  to  th« 
same  efiect.  AB.  EUSTIS,  lieut.  col. 

Commanding  It,  ai  tillery. 
Fort  Independence,  25th  July,  1817. 

sentexce. 

The  court  confirm  the  plea  of  the  accused,  brevet 
second  lieutenant  Edw^ard  S.  Gantt,  of  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery,  to  the  charge  and  specification 
exhibited  against  him;  and  in  conformity  to  tiie 
twenty  fifth  of  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  govern- 
meat  of  the  wmies  of  the  United  States,  sentence 
him  to  be  cashiered.  N.  TOWSON, 

Brev.  licut.  col.  It.  art.  president. 
R.  II.  Winder,  army  judge  advocate, 
and  of  the  court. 

By  the  same  court  was  tried  captain  W.  F.  Ho- 
bart, of  light  artillery,  on  the  following  charge 
and  specification,  viz: 

Charge. — Being  a second  and  carrier  of  a chal- 
lenge in  order  to  a duel. 

Specif.cation.— For  that  the  said  William  F.  Ho- 
bart, captain  in  the  regiment  of  light  artillery  at 
Fort  Independence,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  oh 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  July,  one  thou.sand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen,  did  carry  and  deliver  to 
captain  John  R.  Bell,  of  the  said  regiment  of  llglit 
artillery,  a challenge  to  fight  .a  duel,  in  the  w'orcis 
and  figures  following,  viz.  “Sir,  the  epithets  that 
you  v.’ere  pleased  to  bestow  on  me  yesterday,  are 
such  that  no  gentleman  can  submit  to.  You,  there- 
fore, will  cither  rccal  what  you  have  said,  or  give 
me  that  satisfaction  a gentleman  must  require. — 
My  friend  wdll  hand  you  this,  and  will  settle  every 
thing*.  E.  Gantt,  Fort  Independence,  24tli  July, 
1817.” — or  words  to  the  same  effect;  and  the  said 
Mllliam  F.  Hobart  did  then  and  there  act  as  a se- 
cond to  brevet  second  lieutenant  Edward  S.  GantI, 
in  order  to  a duel.  AB.  EUSTIS,  lieut.  col. 

comin;inding  It.  artillery. 
?'ort  Independence,  25th  July,  1817- 

SENTENCE. 

The  court  confirm  the  plea  of  the  accused,  cap- 
tain William  F.  Hobart,  of  the  regiment  of  light 
artillery,  to  the  charge  and  its  specification  exhi- 
bited against  him;  and  in  conformity  to  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty-sixth  of  the  rules  and  articles  for 


no  NILBS’  RKGISTER— OCTOBER  11,  1 81f— FOREIGN  iSRTICLESf. 


the  g-overnment  of  the  arnnies  of  die  United  States, 
sentence  him  to  be  cashiered.  N.  TOWSON, 

Lieut,  col.  It.  art,  President. 
R.  H.  WiNDEH,  army  judge  advocate, 
and  of  the  court. 

The  proceedings  of  the  coAirt  are  approved,  and 
in  ordinary  cases  such  sentence.s  would  be  confirni- 
ed,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  annexed  recommen- 
dations, tlie  president  is  pleased  to  over-rule  the 
decisions,  and  directs  that  brevet  second  lieutenant 
Vjl.  S.  Gantt,  and  captain  W,F.  Hobart,  be  released 
from  arrest,  and  return  to  duty  in  the  army. 

By  order,  D.  PARKER,  aJjt.  and  ins.  gen^ 

TO  THE  PHESIDEWT  OF  THE  CNlTED  STATES. 

The  undersigned^  officers  of  the  army  oj  the  United 
S'ateSf  beg  leave  most  respecfully  to  represent’-^ 
That  your  memoriaUsts  are,  tiie  first  of  the  under- 
signed, president,  and  the  otiiers,  ail  the  members 
•.f  a general  court  martial,  which  convened  at  fort 
Independence  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  the  pre.sent  month,  for  the  trial  of  captain 
William  F.  Hobart  and  lieutenant  Edward  S.  Gantt, 
both  of  llie  United  Slates  regiment  of  light  artillery, 
the  latter  on  the  charge  of  ‘^sending  a challenge  i.o 
an  oiUcer  to  fight  a duel,”  the  former  on  the  charge 
•f  “being  a secoul  and  carrier  of  a challenge  in 
order  to  a duel,”  in  the  same  transaction:  tliat  each 
of  these  officers  piead  guilty  to  the  charge  exhibit- 
od  against  him,  but  subniilted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  court. 

That  under  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  it  was 
thought  that  the  honor  oflieutenanl  Gantt  requir- 
ed that  tlie  course  sbouid  be  pursued  which  was 
adopted;  that  speetiily  after  the  transaction,  and  be- 
fore charges  v;ere  preferred  against  them,  an  ami- 
eable  adjustment  and  unders'ianding  to<jk  place 
between  captain  John  R,  Bell,  of  the  regiment  of 
light  artillery,  the  officer  challenged,  and  captain 
Hobart  and  lieutenant  Gantt;  that  captain  Bell  was 
desirous  tbeir  arrest  should  be  witlidrawn,  and  re- 
quested the  commanding  general  to  that  eff'ect,  and 
that  lieutenant  colonel  Eustis,  v/ho  ordered  their 
arrest,  and  the  comm.anding  general,  were  willing 
the  matter  should  rest. 

Your  memorialists,  in  their  character  of  officers 
of  the  army,  most  respectfully  and  earnestly  pray 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of 
his  approving  the  proceedings  and  sentence  of  the 
court,  to  take  into  consideration  the  feelings  add 
delicate  sensibility  of  an  officer  under  a supposed 
outrage  to  his  honor,  and  to  reinstate  captain  Ho- 
iSart  and  lieutenant  Gantt, 

N.  Towson,  brev.  Ueut  col.  It.  artillery. 

J.  B.  Walbach,  brev.  lieut.  col.  artillery. 

J.  B Chahe,  brev..  maj.  U.  S.  artillery. 

A.  S.  Brooks,  brev.  maj.  It.  artillery. 

John  Gates,  jun.  1st  lieut. 

and  paymaster  It.  artillery. 

N.  CxABKE,  lieutenant. 

John  A.  t)ix,  lieut.  and  adjt.  artillery. 

Waxteti  SwiiTH,  lieut.  U.  artillery. 

WittiAM  Wells,  lieut.  It.  artillery.. 

John  A.  Webbek,  lieitt.  It.  artillery. 

Upton  S.  F baser,  lieut.  U.  S.  artillery. 
Moeiony  August  II,  1817. 

Mxtract  of  the  letter  from  bngadier  general  Miller^ 
enclosing  the  proceedings  oj  the  court  martial,  dated 
Bead-  (Quarters,  second  wilitary  department. 

“I  believe  it  to  be  the  wish  of  all  the  officers 
<lf  my  command,  as  it  is  sincerely  my  own,,  that 
•aptain  Hobart  and  lieutenant  Gantt  be  cohtinued 
in  the  army.” 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

Shipments  of  grain  from  the  Baltic  and  Whi  e sea 
for  England,  have  been  made  to  a great  amount. 
Wheat  at  Liverpool  Aug.  15,  13s  3d  per  bushei  — 
flour  52s  per  bbl. 

Slock.*;,  Aug.  20 — 3 per  cent  consols  79  1-G. 

Mr.  Incledon,  the  famous  London  singer,  has  em* 
barked  for  the  United  States. 

A late  London  paper  says — All  the  traveller^ 
whom  w e have  ever  read,  express  their  astonish - 
fnent  of  the  respect  which  every  American  mani- 
fests for  the  law's  of  his  country.  In  the  most  re-^ 
mot©  and  wild  situations  ito  one  thinks  of  offering 
j resistance  to  the  laws,  any  more  than  he  would  do 
in  one  of  their  most  crowded  cities.  However  far 
party  zeal,  and  even  party  rage,  may  be  carried  in 
that  free  country,  the  partizans  of  all  parties  ahvays 
respect  the  laws.  Wliat  a contrast  with  ;he  south 
of  Europe,  where,  under  tlie  most  absolute  govern- 
ments, the- most  lavvle.ss  violence  every  w'herc  pre- 
vails; where  injustice  is  practised  with  impunity, 
because  there  is  no  judge  whom  bribery  caimot  gain 
over.  What  a contrast  with  our  sister  kingdom, 
Ireland,  where  in  many  parts,  the  laws  aie  set  at 
open  defiance.  If  they  go  on  in  llils  manner,  giving 
tiiename  of  anai*chy  to  a most  signal  obedience  to 
the  laws,  they  will  soon  endear  that  name  to  the 
world. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  importance  of 
even  the  business  of  making  Shoe  Blacking  in  Lon- 
don, from  the  fact  that  on  a late  legal  investiga- 
tion, one  manufacturer  was  found  to  have  in  his  pos 
I session  eight  thousand  f ve  hundred  gallons  of  acid 
liquid,  forming  one  of  the  ingredients  in  the  com- 
position he  prepared  and  sold. 

The  74th  annual  conference  of  the  Methodists  of 
the  united  kingdoms,  has  just  closed  at  London. 
Nearly  300  preachers  were  present — 36  of  whom 
w'ere  young  men,  then  received  into  full  connexion. 
The  society  conduc:ed  its  business  with  much  har- 
mony and  love.  Eight  additional  Missionaries  are 
to  be  sent  to  the  East  Indies,  Ceylon,  India,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world,  the  ensuing  year: 

The  number  of  Travelling  preachers  is  as  follow'st 


In  England, 585 

Wales,  - 46 

Scotland,  27 

Ireland, 104  ’ 

Isle  of  Man,  - - - - - - 5 

Norman  Isles, 7 


On  Foreign  Missions  in  Asia,  Africa,  the  West 
Indies,  British  America,  Newfoundland,  &c.  98 

Total  872 

Besides,  Supernumeraries  77 

The  total  number  of  members  in  Great  Bri- 


tain is  193,685 

In  the  West  Indies,  Nova-Scotia,  and  the 
other  Missions  22,897 


Total  216,582 


Increase  in  Great  Britain  2,005 

Foreign  Missions  1,800 


Total  increase  3,805 
Mucli  is  said  about  the  goodness  of  the  crops  of 
grain,  and  of  the  revival  of  manufactures,  in  Erg- 
laud. 
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FHAXCE. 

A royal  ordinance  has  been  issued  for  bringing 
back;  into  actual  service  the  half  pay  officers  of  the 
•Id  army. 

It  is  reported  that  the  allied  ministers  at  Paris 
have  refused  to  let  the  king  of  France  manage  his 
own  affairs, by  withdrawing  any  more  of  their  troops 
— for  t!ie  present. 

The  king  of  Prussia,  travelling  under  the  name 
of  the  count  de  Ituppin,  is  expected  ai  Paris. 

The  commissioners  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
claims  of  the  foreign  powers,  make  upon  France  a 
demand  of  above  62,000,000  sterling. 

NKTUEilLANDS. 

I’he  Duke  of  ■VVellingto-i  is  prosecuting,  at  law, 
a Flemisli  printer  for  an  alleged  libel  upon  him. 

TURKEY. 

Georges,  the  famous  Servian  chief,  after  being 
treacherously  captured  by  tJie  Turks,  was  decapi- 
tated and  his  head  sent  to  Constantinople. 

POWERS, 

• The  Plague  is  said  t©  be  raging  at  Algiers,  Tunis, 
&c.  at  wiiich  those  in  the  ailjacent  countries  are 
much  alarmed. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Mexican  flag  has  been  hoisted  at  Amelia — 
Com.  Aury  commander  in  chief,  Hubbard  governor. 
They  now,  in  turn,  talk  of  attacking  ibe  Spaniards, 


Richnt'jnd. — The  follov/ing  facts  are  copied  from 
the  Compiler; 

The  assessment  of  real  property  for  the  year  181 T,  a«d 
in  IQlofinlhe  different  lourds. 

1817  1813 

Valuation  of  real  property 
in  Jefferson  ward  y 

Valuation  of  real  property^ 
in  Madison  ward  y 

2,490,316 


5,653,400  2,907,417 
5,738,681  3,156,414 


PROCLAMATION. 


FernaruUnay  East  Florida^  September  20/A. — The  in- 
habitants of  Amelia  are  informed,  that  to-morrow 
tlie  Mexican  flag  will  be  hoisted  on  the  fort,  with 
the  usual  formalities.  They  are  invited  to  return 
as  soon  as  possible  to  their  homes,  or  send  persons 
in  their  confidence  to  take  possession  of  the  proper- 
ty existing  in  the  houses,  which  is  held  sacred.  All 
persons  desirous  of  recovering  their  proprerty  are 
invited  to  send  written  orders,  witlrout  which  no. 
thing  will  be  allowed  to  be  embarked. 

Proclamations  for  the  organization  of  the  place 
will  immediately  be  i&sued. 

A CUT,  comnuinder  in  chief . 

11.  llcBBAUD,  governor^  &fc. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  powder  mills  belonging  to  Messrs  Levering 
and  others,  about  7 miles  from  BalUmore,  blew  up 
on  Saturday  morning  last,  with  terrible  effect. — 
There  were  three  explosions  in  succession,  by  which 
four  men  were  killed  and  several  badly  wounded. 

fVashingion  city. — yVe  have  a census  just  taken  of 
one  of  the  four  w'ards  of  tliis  city — it  shews  a gross 
population  of  3354  souls,  and  an  increase  since  the 
census  of  I8ia,  of  1196.  From  this,  the  National  Li- 
telligencer  says,  it  is  probable. that  at  the  census  of 
1820  the  city  will  have  a population  of  between  fif. 
teen  and  twenty  thousand. 

Alexandria. — Population  in  1817,  taken  by  or- 
der of  the  eoupt. 

White  males  2653 

females  2860 

Free  blacks,  male  and  female  1047 

Slaves  ditto  1599 

Total  8199 

Lynchburg,  Oct.  6. — Tliere  has  been  inspected  at 
ihis  place  from  1st  October  1816  tp  1st  October 
1817,  10,118  hhds.  of  tobacco,  averaging  IglSO  per 
aiid-  1,315  340 

And  766  hhds,  of  refused  tobacco  ave-> 
raging  §99.  5 


T*t»l 


§1,384,280 


#15,997,851  18,534.147 

There  was  no- assessment  from  1813  to  1817. 

Indiana.  The  vdioU  number  of  votes  given  at 
tlie  congressional  election  in  this  new  state  in  1816, 
was  6,769 — in  1817,  9,152.  What  an  increase! — al- 
most 50  per  cent,  in  one  year. 

Charleston  Oct.  1. — Don  Antonio  Argotte  Villah- 
gas,  c<msul  of  his  m:i  jesty  the  king  of  Spain,  has  fil- 
ed a libel  in  the  admii’alty  court  of  Georgia,  against 
the  schooner  Camilla  and  her  cargo,  now  at  Savan- 
nah, as  Spanish  property,  “forcibly  and  piratically 
taken  on  the  high  seas,  by  persons  having  no  autho- 
rity to  make  prizes  of  war,  or  capture  the  proper- 
ty of  Spanish  subjects;  and  that  no  sentence  or  de- 
cree of  condemnation  hath  ever  been  pronounced 
against  the  said  vessel,  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dize, or  any  part  of  them.” 

A libel  has  also  been  filed  in  the  same  courts  by 
J.  H.  Elton,  commander  of  the  U.  S.  brig  SaratHie, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  himself,  his  officers  and  crew, 
and  of  the  United  Slates,  against  the  Iri.s  and  her 
cargo,  sow  lying  in  the  river  of  St.  Mary’s.  Tl»e 
Iris  was  fitted  out  at  New-Orlean.s,  and  sailed  from 
there  for  Amelia  Island,  about  the  22d  August,  with 
a cargo  of  provisions  and  gunpowder,  was  armed 
wiih  two  carriage  guns,  and  several  of  the  same 
descrip. Ion  were  found  concealed  in  her  hold.  She 
was  detained  by  the  Saraiiac  on  suspicion  that  she 
was  to  be  employed  in  cruizing  or  committing  '‘lios- 
tilides against  the  subjects,  or  tJie  property  of  Ute 
subjects  of  his  majesty  the  king  of  Spain,  or  against 
the  subjects,  citizens,  or  property  of  some  other 
Iprince^  state,  colo»y,  district,  or  people,  with  whom 
the  United  Stales  are  at  peace,  contrary  to  an  act  of 
congress  of  the  said  United  States,  entitled  “an  act 
more  efl'ectually  to  preserve  the  neutral  relations  of 
the  United  States,  passed  3d  March,  1817.” 

J\"ew  Orleans,  Sept.  1. — Yest<r  laya  writ  of 
corpus  wiis  issued  by  the  honorable  judge  Lewis  to 
bring  before  him  a man  named  Thomas  Lamb,  de^ 
tained  on  board  tlie  British  government  brig  Beaver, 
tlien  lying  in  this  harbor.  The  captain  refused  obe- 
dience to  thew’rit,  and  in  half  an  hdur  afier  it  was 
served,  got  under  weigh  and  proceeded  down  the 
river. 

An  order  in  the  mean  time  v/.ts  issued  by  tlia 
judge  to  attach  t!ie  captain,  with  which  tiie  deputy 
siieriff  w'ent  along  side  in  a boat,  but  being  threat- 
ened to  be  fired  upon,  retired; — Time  will  not  peiv 
mit  us  to  make  any  comment  on  tJiis  outrageous  in- 
solence,— it  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
sight  of  Jackson’s  lines  Would  have  recall eil  the 
idea  that  our  laws  and  our  rights  are  not  to  be  in- 
fringed with  impunity.  But  measures,  w’e  under- 
stand, have  been  adopted  to  preve;it  the  passrge  of 
the  b;  ig  out  of  the  river,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entef- 
tained  that  the  captain  will  be  punished  as  he  de- 
serves. 

[The  Beaver  has  since  arrived  at  Boston,  as  from 
Vera  Cruz,  with  a large  quantity  of  specie  for  {lie 
merchants  there.  She  fired  a saTui'e  of  13  gur.s 
which  were  rettrrned.] 
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The  British  brig-  of  war  Harrier,  has  arrired  at 
Xew-York  from  Havana,  with  three  tons  of  specie 
for  the  United  States  bank. 

.A/e7D  York  hattenj. — During  the  war,  the  city  of 
New  York  ceded  to  tlie  United  States  the  space 
called  the  battery — one  of  the  most  beautiful  walks 
in  the  world,  whereon  might  be  erected  works  for 
tl'.e  defence  of  tlie  city.  A range  of  offices,  it 
seems,  are  about  to  be  built  on  this  ground,  under 
the  direction  of  general  Scott,  of  which  the  corpo- 
ration has  expressed  its  decided  disapprobation, 
not  considering  such  “an  occupation  of  the  pre- 
mises as  within  thespirit  and  meaning  of  the  grant.” 
We  really  hope  it  may  not  be  so  construed,  and 
that  that  elegant  and  highly  useful  space  may  re- 
main open  to  the  public,  unless  the  public  need 
should  require  its  occupancy  for  actnal  defence. 

Cleopatra's  barge. — This  superb  vessel  excites 
the  •tuoudei'inent  of  the  people,  at  every  place  she 
visits.  At  Gibraltar  she  astonished  the  English;  at 
several  Spanish  ports  the  people  “have  been  thun- 
derstruck,” They  had  no  idea  of  such  a thing.  At 
Garthagena  she  was  visited,  as  was  supposed,  by 
20,000  persons — so  great  was  the  press  that  Mr. 

. Crowningshield  was  compelled  to  leave  the  port 
to  get  clear  of  the  incessant  crowd,  and  after  he 
had  started  many  boats  filled  with  men,  women  and 
children  were  rowed  after,  in  the  hope  of  yet  view- 
ing her.  She  has  just  returned  to  Salem. 

The  sea  serpent.  An  animal  supposed  to  be  one  of 
the  spawn  of  the  great  sea  serpent,  has  been  taken 
near  Lob  Lolly  cove,  about  which  place  the  serpent 
had  been  frequently  seen.  The  spawn,  or  young 
serpent,  is  about  3 feet  long,  and  3 inches  in  cir- 
cumference— about  4 inches  ft-om  his  head  there  is 
a rising,  or  protuberance,  which  is  succeeded  by 
others  till  within  four  inches  of  the  end  of  his  tail 
— making  32  in  all.  It  so  nearly  answers  the  de- 
.scription  we  had  of  the  great  serpent,  that  no  doubt 
exists  as  to  its  being  of  the  same  species.  It  was 
killed  near  the  shore — and  is  preserved  in  spirits. 

U.  S.  bank.— -A  branch,  it  is  said,  is  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Louisville,  Ky.  with  800,000$5  capital.— 
There  are  also  to  be  branches  at  Augusta,  Geo. 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  and  Chillicothe,  O. 

JVe-w  daily  paper. — Prom  and  after  the  27th  inst. 
the  Washington  City  Gazette, edited  by  Mr.  Jonathan 
Elliot,  will  be  published  daily,  at  ten  dollars  per 
annum,  and  thrice  a week,  at  five  dollars.  Its  pros- 
pectus is  very  broad  and  comprehensive,  and  it  pro- 
mises to  become  a ucefiil  vehicle  of  information  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

JSi'ote- Making.  An  association  called  the  Inde- 
pendent Manufacturing  company  of  Baltimore,  it 
seems,  have  issued  many  pieces  of  paper  having  the 
resemblance  of  bank  notes,  and  circulated  them  in 
distant  places — they  have  not  passed  in  Baltimore, 
nor  did  one  in  a hundred,  perhaps,  of  our  citizens 
know  that  such  things  were.  The  editor  of  the 
Register  received  4 of  these  as  remittances;  two  of 
the.m  were  honorably  paid  some  months  ago,  and 
two  remain,  that  have  been  many  time.s  called  for; 
the  shop  rjas  aiirays^shvt  ~vhen  ire  happened  to  cull. 
They  will  not  be  received  hereafter. 

A New  York  paper  mentions  that  about  a cart  load 
of  bank  notes,  printed  ,in  the  name  of  the  Mansfield 
bank,  was  passing  somewhere  through  the^country, 
to  be  put  upon  tlie  people. 

The  Western  Waters.  The  following^is  a fine  il- 
lustration  of  lord  Slieffield’s  predictions  about  the 
western  country — “A  Louisville  papex’ states  that 
there  arenme  steam  boats  building  on  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  and  tlie  Mississippi,  which  will  complete 
Uie  number  of  t-wenty  on  those  waters,” 


Servility. — We  have  often  reprehended  Mie  ser- 
vile disposition  of  too  many  in  the  United  States  to 
copy  English  manners.  The  following  is  the  first 
case  of  the  sort  that  we  have  heard  of^  and  tlie 
name  of  the  actor  tlierein,  with  a description  of  his 
person,  ought  to  be  given,  so  that  every  man  might 
mark  him,  and  hold  him  up  in  terrnrem — “We  have 
the  autliority  of  the  Monitor,  (says  tlie  National  In- 
telligencer)?! paper  printed  in  Franklin  county, Ten* 
nesee,  for  stating,  a man  sold  his  7vife  in  that  coun- 
ty, a week  or  two  ago  for  three  hundred  and  ttventy- 
/ve  dollars.  Is  there  to  he  no  discnrr.inution  be- 
tween virtue  and  vice,  in  our  imitation  of  foreign 
customs.'”* 

Alabama.  A l essel  has  Sailed  from  New  York 
vrith  forty  passengers  (emigrants)  for  the  Alabama 
territory. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  has  taken  lodgings  at  Washing- 
ton Hall,  New  York. 

Trotting.  A mare  trotted  twenty  miles  in  seven- 
ty five  minutes  and  a half,  on  the  Jamaica  turnpike, 
near  New  York,  for  a wager  of  1000  dollars,  a fet^ 
days  sgo.  The  time  given  was  80  minutes. 

West  point. — We  utiderstr.nd  that  a thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  complaints  and  alleged  abuses 
at  the  military  school  is  soon  to  be  held  by  order 
of  the  executive,  and  that  orders  have  actually  been 
issued  for  a general  court  martial  and  court  of  In- 
quiry, to  be  held  at  West  Point  on  the  20th  October 
ius‘. — Mat.  Int. 

Singular  acquittal. — On  the  25  Ult.  in  Orange  coun- 
ty, New  York,  came  on  the  trial  of  Brigs  Belknap, 
for  stealing  a large  sum  of  money  belonging  to  the 
Newburgh  bank.  The  most  satisfactory  evidence 
proved  the  theft,  but  the  jury  were  obliged  to  de- 
clare him  not  gidlty,  in  accordance  with  the  sta- 
tute which  limits  the  time  of  commencing  a prose- 
cution to  three  years  and  one  day.  This  theft  was 
committed  about  six  years  ago. 

The  yellow  fever  carries  of  from  35  to  40  persons 
per  week,  at  Charleston. 


Debate  or  rejorm.  The  editor  has  been  furnish- 
ed with  a London  paper  containing,  perhaps,  the 
most  interesting  debate  on  a refewm  of  parliament 
ever  heard  in  that  body.  Burdetds  speech  is  a hiS’ 
tory  of  the  paidiament,  and  very  interesting;  its 
length  is  so  great  as  rather  to  repress  the  wish 
that  we  have  to  lay  it  before  our  readers — but  we 
shall  probably  give  it  an  insertion,  as  necessary  to 
those  who  wish  fully  to  understand  the  real  merits 
of  tilings  in  England. 

The  JP reside /It* s tour.  Having  entered  so  much 
at  large  .into  a detail  of  things  happening  in  the 
late  tour  of  Mr.  Monroe,  while  in  the  eastern  states, 
to  make  the  history  of  it  complete*  and  extend  the 
same  courtesy  to  the  citizens  of  the  northern  and 
western  sections  of  the  country  through  tvhich  he 
h?.s  past  as  we  have  afforded  to  those  of  the  east- 
ern, the  detail  will  be  concluded  with  his  arrival 
at  Washington  on  some  convenient  opportunity. 
Though  many  have  felt  rather  displeased  at  some 
of  the  ceremonies  that  have  occurred,  it  is  not  lesi^ 
useful  to  have  a record  of  them.  They  will  be  of- 
ten referred  to  before  many  years  passes  rounds 
or  we  are  much  mistaken. 

0:;^Justas  the  last  page  of  this  paper  was  clos- 
ing for  the  press,  I happened  to  recollect  that  Wil- 
liam Cobbett  has  mentioned  my  letter  to  him,  with  so 
little  regard  as  to  what  belongs  to  h.is  own  charac- 
ter as  a gentleman,  as  to  have  excited  no  other  feel- 
ing than  that  of  contemptuous  pity;  though  it  forbids 
all  further  notice  of  him  in  the  WEEi^YREensTEn. 
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Commodores  Porter  and  Hillyar. 

rno:'!  the  niciinoyD  ENai'in^^-U- 

To  the  ediior.Sm — In  the  Inst  r.umbe’' of  “Nilrs’ 

Weekfv  Rei^lster,”  a letter  is  published  from  Com 
modoiT  Porter,  requestlnK"  the  editor  to  ro;rer  a . 
error  of  nimctuatioD,  comTT.iUed  io.one  of  bis  (Por- 
ter*j^,^ffici;d  letters  to  tl»e  socred.ry  of  the  Nm  y, 

«4ated  Ne^'-York,  July  14,  1814.  Commodore  Porter 
in  his  lettef  to  Mr.  Niles,  uses  tlie  follo^viiv.^  lan- 
gniag’e:  “I  am  very  fltr  from  wisl  ing"  to  do  any  injus- 
tice to  commodore  IJilt_v'ar,  ivho  T believe  to  be  one 
of  the  ^nost  h'movable  of  British  naval  officers, 

On  UiruinjT  over  to  the  oiiicial  letter -if  coinrnociore 
Porter  to  the  secretaty  of  the  navy,  f see  6th  VoL  IT. 

Register, pnq-e  338, J dated  from  the  E.>sex  .lunior  at 
sea,  July  1814— detailing’  tlie  particulars  of  the  at- 
tack on  the  E.?.sex  in  the  harbor  of  Valparai.so — I 
iind  the  commodore  speaking'  in  these  terms,  (page 
.341.)  “We  have  been  unfortunate  but  not  disgraced. 

The  defence  of  the  Essex  has  not  been  less  honora- 
ble to  her  officers  and  crew,  than  the  capture  of  an 
equal  force,  and  I now  consider  my  situation  less 
unpleasant  than  that  of  commodore  Hillyar,  who,  m 
violation  of  every  pHnciple  of  honor  and  generosity, 
and  regardless  of  the  rights  of  nations,  attacked  the 
Esse.x  in  her  crippled  state,  within  pistol  shot  of  v 
nelitral  shore;  when  for  six  weeks  1 had  daily  offer- 
ed him  fair  and  honorable  combat,  on  terms  great- 
ly to  his  advantage;  the  blood  of  the  slain  must  be  on 
his  head,  and  he  hasyet  to  reconcile  bis  condnctto  Hea- 
ven, to  his  conscience,  and  to  the  rvorldd* 

Again  in  the  very  letter  of  tlie  14t!i  of  July,  1814, 
dated  from  New-York,  iu  part  of  whicli  the  punctu- 
ation is  said  to  have  been  erro  »cous,  the  commodore 
speaks  explicitly  of  the  duplicity  of  captain  Hillyar, 
and  expressly  states,  titat  when  Hillyar,  in  company 
•with  captain  Tucker,  visited  liim  on  shor«,he  asked 
him  “if  he  intended  to  respect  the  neutrality  of  the 
port?”  “Sir,”  said  he  (Hilly ir)  “you  have  paid 
such  respect  to  the  neutrality  of  tliis  port,  that  I 
feel  my  sell  bound  in  honor  to  do  the  same.” 

Now,  with  these  documents  staring  him  in  the 
face,  a man  of  plain  understanding  will  be  at  a loss 
to  conceive  what  commodore  Porter  means  when  he 

says,  that  he  heUeij  comer:od..re  Hillyar  be  one  of  adless  of  the  hotlbr  of  each  other  ailti  ir 
the  most  honorable  of  British  naval  ojycers.  Does  the  - - 

commodore  mean  that  all  British  officers  are  disho- 
norable, and  lillivar  one  among  the  least  so — or  has 
anything  occurred  to  induce  lum  to  recant  the  de- 
clarations he  officially  made  in  1814,  declarations  di- 
rectly at  war  with  that  recently  made  in  the  Week- 
ly Register?  H. 

THOM  the  national  INTELLIGENCER. 

Tn  answer  to  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  3d 
inst.  captain  Porter  replies,  that  he  has  seen  no 
cause  to  recant  any  declaration  he  officially  made 
in  1814. 


Regis- e.r)  been  informed,  tJiat  une  ei-r.»r  in  f u ic  mh- 
tion  coTiipI. lined  of,  whs  p>'om[>Uy  con-ocici,i  by  (1,^ 
editors  of  Lhe  Naiional  Intelligencer,*  and  ifut  i* 
lid  not  t)rigi»aie  wiUi  it.em,  but  in  - he  clerk  who 
copied  his  official  letter  for  their  paper. 

nEu.vnxs  v.r  tue  editou  of  the  uegisteh. 

Always  reeling  a deep  interest  in  the  honor 
of  the  gallant  men  that  so  gloriously  sn’pported 
the  “star-spangled  banner,”  b}  land  or  by  sea, 
in  the  late  war — so  happy  in  its  effects  as  to 
the  building  up  of  a national  character,  and  in 
the  establishment  of  a national  pride,  the  editor 
of  the  Weekly  Registeu  has  made  a very 
genc  al  refe  -ence  to  all  the  things  that  coni. 
Vurter  has  said  respecting  com.  /lillifar,  and 
cannot  see  that  discrepancy  which  tfue  writer 
in  the  “Enquirer”  seems  ilisposed  to  cliarge 
him  with.  To  judge  co  rectly,  we  ought  to 
take  “a  view  of  the  whole  ground,”  anil  this, 
I think,  will  fully  shew  that  com.  Porter  has 
acted  consistently,  in  every  lespect. 

Tliere  are  degrees  of  honor,  it  is  a common 
saying,  that  “there  is  honor  among  thieves”— 
but  this  is  not  the  soj*t  of  honor  that  lionorabic 
men  would  aim  at:  and  com.  JPorter,  in  callino- 
Hillyar  “one  of  the  most  honorable  of  BritisJb 
naval  officers  f' ex]ive?,iied  exactly  the  same  idea 
as  if  he  had  said  that  H.  was  one  of  the  least 
dishonorable  of  them:  a negative  compliment,, 
and  evidently  used  in  this  way’" — ^tlie  designation 
^^of  British  naval  officer's f'  indubitably  marlv.^- 
ing  its  extent  and  character:  for  com.  Porter's 
opinion  of  those  is  notorious  to  .ill  men.  If  we 
refer  to  tlie  Gtli  vol.  of  the  Weekly  Register, 
page  349,  we  see  tliat  lie  sent  this  mess^e  to 
captain  Nash,  of  the  Saturn  ; azee,  (wljo  over-* 
hauled  the  Essex  .lunior  off  our  coast)  saving, 
he  “was  satisfed  tliat  most  of  the  Jh  itish  naval!- 
. officers  were  not  only  destitute  of  lionor,  but, 


vol.  X.  page  391,  he  urges  his  sentiments  ae 
la’  ^e,observing“l  have  been  cowardly  deceived 
and  basely  attacked,  while  confiding  iu  the 
neutrality  of  a port,  and  in  the  word  of  a British 
officer,  while  he  professed  to  me  friendship 
and  gratitude” — adding  “I  have  told  only  the 
truth,  of  which  let  tliose  judge  who  beat  know 
British  iiaval  officei's^’^ — but  tlie  wliole  letter 
should  l)e  read  to  get  Ids  full  and  deliberate  opi- 
I nion  of  them.  The  following  extract  from  h*fe 
After  the  opinions  he  had  publicly  expressed  of  1 official  letter,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture 
the  character  of  British  oficers  generally,  he  ^he  Essex  [see  Vol.  VI.  page  341]  is  con- 

did  not  deem  it  neces.sary  to  say  whether  he  intend-.  as  to  ids  consistejicv-4ie  savs.  “In 

ed  it  as  a compliment  or  as  a reproao  , to  rankj.  ; Hiliy.-U',  1 mist  observe,  t!mt 

Hillyar  as  one  of  the  most  honorable  ^ ’ •>  i x ’ ' 

I almousrh  1 can  never  be  reconnkHi  to  the  man . 


com. 

them. 


Captain  P.  takes  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that 
he  has  (since  the  publication  of  his  letter  in  Niles’ 
Vol.  XIII. 8. 


[*x\.s  w ill  appear  by  referring  to  tf.e  Nafitnail  fn- 
teflige.ncer  of  July  28, 1814  ] 


U4 


MILKS'  REG ISTKIl  -OCTOBER  13, 1817— PRIDE  OF  COUNTRY. 


licr  oi'liis  attack  on  the  Essex,  or  to  liis  contiuct 
nei'ore  tiie  action,  he  Ijas,  since  our  capture, 
shewn  th«  ^rreatest  humanity  to  my  wounded, 
w4]om  he  nennitted  me  to  land  on  condition 
that  the  Plnited  States  should  bear  their  ex- 
]>enses,’^  — iind  he  goes  on  to  state  that  tiie 

victor  issued  orders  to  respect  the  private  pro- 
perty of  individuals:  which,  however,  “were 
not  so  strictly  attended  to  as  might  have  been 
expected’’ — ailding,  “I  should  not  have  con- 
sidered this  last  circumstance  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  notice, did  it  not  mark  a strong  dif- 
ferencebetween  tiie  navy  of  Great  Britain  and 
tliat  of  the  United  States,  highly  creditable  to 
the  latter.”  Com.  Hillyar’s  own  official  ac- 
count of  the  action,  [see  vol.  VIII. p.  60  ] which 
is  an  uncommonly  fair  report,  consideurig  its 
sou  rce,says  that  tlie Essex  had  rmchoi  ed  so  near 
ike  shore  “*as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
eitlicr  of  his  majesty's  ships  passing  ahead  of 
her,”  and  thus  justifies  com,  rortei-Jn  his  opi- 
nion as  to  the  “manner”  of  the  attack.  The  fact 
is,  that  tiie  Phcebe  and  Cherub  were  sent  out  to 
capture  the  Essex,  on  the  principle  of  the 
maxim  oi  the  old  man  to  his  son — “get  money, 
honestly,  if  you  can — hut  get  rtwnet/;'’^  the 
rule  tiik  prevailed  when  Copenhagen  was  at- 
tacke.d  by  JS*elson^  in  which  he  meanly  saved 
himself  from  t'le  destruction  that  he  so  well 
deserved,  by  the  respect  that  the-Danes  paid 
to  I'is  fvag  of  truce. 

To  tlmse  who  recollect  the  scenes  at  Havre 
dc  Grace  and  the  River  Raisin,  at  Hampton 
and  Washington  City- — and  what  is 

there  that  does  notrecollectthcrn? — it  is  super- 
iToous  to  oft’er  any  i emarks  in  support  of  Com. 
FortzCs  opinion  of  the  honor  of  British 
ofherSy  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it 
is  of  British  naval  officers  he  sj>eaks.  The 
following  authentic  anecdote,  never  before 
published,  may  assist  a little  in  fixing  their  cha 
I’acter — it  may  be  perfectly  l elied  upon  as  re- 
lating an  absolute  fact:  An  American  citizen, 
who  was  on  boa)  d of  admiral  Waimen’s  ship 
when  the  expedition  returned  from  Havre  de 
Grace,  relates,  that  the  sailors,  with  their  hats 
decor  ated  with  ribbands  stolen  from  Miss  Oli- 
ver and  other  ladies,  were  received  with  great 
glee  and  high  approbation.  One  of  the  lieu- 
tenants who  had  acted  bravely  in  that  gallant 
affair,  on  entering  the  ward  room,  exclaimed, 
“Al) — D m me,  have  we  not  had  rare  sport 


witii  the  yankeys” — and  he  went  on  to  detail 
all  the  pliferings  and  house-burnings  v/ith  the 
perfect  non  chalcnce  of  a veteran.  “But  how 
did  you  manage  to  burn  down  so  many  houses 
so  socn.^”  encjuired  another  of  the  lieutenants. 

The  hero  replied  to  this — “O,  D m me, 

we  just  hauled  a feather  bed  or  two,  with  some 
articles  of  furniture  into  the  middle  of  the  fioor, 

. clapped  a matcli  to  it,  and  away  went  bed  aikd 

house  and  all.” » et  even  this  miserable 

j wretch  miglit  have  \.^qw  too  honorable  to  have 
'burnt  wounde  j^pt  isoners  to  death,  as  was  cer- 
tainly done,  at  least  by  the  permission  of  Bri- 
tish ofiicers,  at  the  River  Raisin. 

The  fact  is — it  is  not  among  the  least  of  For- 
term's  honors  that  he  is  feared  and  hated  by  these 
men, as  niuch  as  he  despises  them* — Yet  it  it 
pleasant  to-see  that  a partial  exception  is  par- 
tially made  m lavor  of  one  of  them. 

IriT’Tim  editor  of  the  “Enquirer,”  is  re- 
spectfully requested  to  insert  the  preceding; 
and  those  who  have  copied  the  article  from 
that  paper,  w ill,  perhaps,  render  an  actnf  jus- 
tice by  giving  it  a place. 


*\Ye  should  not  easily  have  Ibrg^iven  Com.  Portei' 
iFhe  hjifl  r.ot  expressed  his  acknowledgements  to 
cvn  H llysrforhis  Immani'y  to  the  wounded  of  the 
crew  of  the  Essex-  And  herein  v/as  the  best 
feasen  in  the  world  for  saying  t!  at  the  latter  was 
anrjong  Ute  “iU c.st honorable  ofliri ; isb  naval  officers” 
— seshtg  chat,  in  the  great  point  that  goes  to  consti- 
lute  a 1 honorable  man,  he  go  much  deviated  from 
t;.e  tommon  conduct  of  his  countrymen.  AVe  recol- 
lect the  affiur  of  tlie  Chesapt;ake  frigate,  after  her 
by  the  Shannon,  and  cannot  easily  forget 
th^  .fersa'ii  r>r?sOn  ship. 


Pride  of  Country. 

There  ai’e  few  things  that  contribute  more 
decidedly  to  a nation'^ s strength  theneiSi  nation- 
al pride.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  the 
operaticn  of  this  piinciple  was  iriorepowerfui 
aiioost  every  w here  than  it  v/as  in  the  United 
rotates — before  the  late  war:  notwithstanding 
the  c.rfre?n£/y?.m'/^.si accusations  of  our  “Bri- 
tish masters”  to  the  contrary:  and,  even  yet,  I 
cannot  believe  that  we  are  possessed  of  our 
full,  just,  and  legitimate  share  of  it.  But  we 
are  improving  every  day — <mr  people  begin  to 
feel  and  to  know  that  they  are  Americans  and 
republicans;  and  the  time  is  fast  approaching 

when  they  will  really  be  so,  and  glory  in  it 

Blessed  be  those  who,  by  their  wisdom  or  valor, 
by  counsel  or  by  the  sw^ord,  have  dissipated 
our  prejudices  or  “hewed  a path  to  fame,”  and 
thus  raised  up  so  strong  a rampart  to  defend 
the  liberties  of  my  country! 

In  excuse,  how^ever,  of  the  w^ant  of  a pro- 
per degree  of  national  pi  ide,  heretofore,  we 
might  plead  many  natural  and  artificial 
causes.  The  United  States  are  still  in  their 
youth  as  a nation:  only  forty  one  years  ha\As 
elapsed  since  it  was  declared  that  we  were 
one,  and  but  thirty  four  from  the  time  that  we 
were  acknowledged  as  such,  by  the  treaty  of 
peace-  - and  yet  a shorter  period  from  that  at 
which  we  adopted  our  constitution.  It  is 
true,  that  the  revolution,  which  could  hardly 
be  considered  as  completed  until  our  present 
government  was  organized,  was  very  produc- 
tive of  great  men  and  important  events,  well 
calculated  to  stamp  a character  on  our  people, 
and  afford  examples  of  the  rising  generation: 


*“Haied  by  knaves,  and  knaves  to  hate 
Be  thk»  hia  motto— -this  his  fate.’* 
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but  the  pride  in  these  was  rather  transient 
than  fixed — it  had  not  penetrated  into  the  mo- 
ral constitution  of  tlie  people  at  large;  they  had 
not  sucked  it  in  their  mother’s  milk;  nor  had 
it  become  a part  of  their  education  to  look  at 
iiome  for  something  to  aspire  to  imitate.  V\  e 
were  still  gaping  across  the  water,  as  our  wi- 
thers had  done — we  liad  just  been  Englishmen, 
and  could  not  instantly  shake  otF all  liie  tram- 
mels and  prejudices  that  iiung  about  as  such: 
and,  althougn  the  form  of  our  government  was 
clianged,  our  domestic  habits  were  essentially 


infamous  priests  in  the  pulpit  fulminated  trea- 
son. Rut  all  tvould  not  do — the  trial  w as  so 
vere,  but  glorious;  the  Hag  of  tlie  republic  yet 
waved  with  splendor,  for  its  staff  was  nation- 
al pride,  and  finally  triumphed.  Dompvtic 
faction  nerished  as  its  foreign  ally  w as  defeat^ 
ed — ana  it  w as  the  sup»-etne  happiness  of  the 
chief  magistrate  who  rccomracnued  the  war  to 
sign  an  honorable  treaty  of  peace;  national  pride 
having  re-clecfr?d  him  to  olfice  during  the  period 
of  hostilities,  in  de'ipiteof  all  sorts  of  clamor 
against  him.  Then  began  our  country  to  have 
a ‘‘name  aniv-)n^  the  nations’* — to  be  celeb: ated 


the  same;  we  jogged  on  in  the  old  w av,  and 

our  school-books  abounded  with  ridiculous,  if' afar  otf.  I'he  despised  epithet,  “■yaiikee,*’  be 
not  blasphemous  fables  about  the  divine  rights  came  a fuvoi  ite  “‘at  court,”  and  afforded  an 
of  kings,  with  eulogiums  on  their  irisdom  and  | easy  passport  through  admiring  Europe. 
munificence:  many  ai  m sighed  for  the^iionora-  high  destinies  of  tlie  republic  were  calculated, 
ble  distinctions”  which  Great  Britain  had  pro-  and  every  people  seemed  aither  ambitious  of 
nfised  to  her  partisans  in  America,*  and  all  our  friendship,  or  apprehensive  of  our  future 
these  united  “leaveincd  f ^lmostj  the  whole  m<i  ..  „ i 

lump.”  And,  then,  again,  the  constant  in- 
flux and  continual  mixture  with  foreigners,  the 
multiplication  of  B ilish  commercial  agents,. and  it  has  now  reached  such  a pitch  that,  I ve 
and  tlieir  rniglity  efforts  to  keep  us  as  a satel-  rily  believe,  nearly  every  man  in  the  United 
lite  of  the  power  that  w-e  had  shaken  oft' — forUtates  is  now  disposed  to  think  tlr.t  J mes 


pow'er.  riie.se,  with  the  perfect  peace  and  so- 
lid happiness  that  we  had  at  home,  very  natu- 
rallv  conspired  to  ur2:e  on  tlie  national  pri<!c; 


which  purpose,  amongether  things,  they  grasp- 
ed many  of  the  monied  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try and  severely  used  tliein  against  the 
mucious,  not  only  retarded  the  growth  of  a 
national  pride,  but  |>aitially  forbade  It,  as  a 
species  of  jacobinism  at  variance  wiui  the 
views  of  laughably  called. the  *‘lad- 

w ark  of  our  &c.  though  she  had 

better  earned  a c f '^mi  to  he  . so  for  that  of  Jfla- 
h jriu'i — seeing  she  had  kicked  our  ancestors 
our  of  “house  and  home”  because  they  ha<l  had 


Moju'oe  is  as  morally and  as  wise  a man, 
as  George  Guelph,  jun.  or  any  other  of  tlie 
kingly  race!  Tliis  is  a great  change! — but  still 
we  Injve  not  a little  to  do.  Our  great  cities 
are  diseased,  and  rec|iiire  the  care  of  our  states- 
men t'>  l.:eai  them.  1 hey  are  to  be  cured  by 

POLIvlcAU  ECONOMY. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  preceding  re- 
ma'ks  is  the  following  extract  from  the 
Fork  Evening  Post,  Tiie  editor  is  reviewing 
a pompous  pamphlet  that  lately  appeared  in 


the  impudejice  to  believe  that  they  ought  to  re-|  Fniiland,  in  which  tlie  writer,  according  to  ihe 


gulale  their  own  affairs  with  their  God  foi 
tl.eiuseives, — and  had  generally  been  on  the 
most  friendly  terms  whlh  the  Ti/rA'S  and 

affording  them  aid  and  comfort.  «mt 
there  has  been  a gradual  draw'ing  off*  from  En- 


fasiiion  of  his  countrymen,  seems  to  have 
tho.jght  he  liad  little  else  to  do  than  to  his 
opinion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  >ve  ouglit  to 
be  treated,  to  insure  its  execution. 

Such  language  may  do  rery  well  in  the  mou  U 


gjand,  and,  v/ith  it,  a gradually  glowing  at-  T a conqueror  towni-ds  his  vanquished  foe^  aud-p.g^'-- 
tachment  to  the  republic,  for  her  uniust  and  United  St*tes,  afier  being  subjng; ted. 


^public.  lor  her  unjust 
iniquitous  p oceedings  towards  us — in  at- 
tempting to  monopolize  the  tratle  of  tlie  wo  Id 
— in  pretending  a right  to  declare  that  no  sail 
sliould  spread  but  by  he*  ‘permission”—-  in 
levying  a direct  tax  on  our  commerce,  by  her 
oidei-s  in  council — in  stealing  our  seamen  and 
making  slaves  of  them — in  violating  our  sove- 
reignty, and  mmde  ing  and  otherwise  abusing 
our  people,  on  our  own  coasts — in  exciting  the 
savage  to  desolate  our  inland  frontiers,  ike.  un- 
til, finally,  the  last  appeal  was  made  by  a de- 
claration of  war.  'riien  soon  began  the  nation- 
al pulse  to  beat  high,  though  obstructed  by  trai- 
tors, and  often  somewhat  depressed  bv  the 
-want  of  experience  in  the  honid.  but  necessa- 
ry, art  of  war.  Deep  and  extensive  conspi- 
racies we'  e formed  to  operate  against  us,  and 


udg-ht,  to  preserve  tlieir  cilional  txis'eacc,  have 
been  justified  in  subm’tting’  to  them;  hut  as  loi  gas 
*he  leading  events  of  tiie  late  war  are  frc'sfi  in  our 
recoilection\  as  long  'js  the  laurels  that  crowned  our 
C(  mhats  on  the  ocean  or  on  the  Ukes  are  yet  grem 
ard  unwithered;  -while  the  aum  <>f  the  eut-my  are  tav- 
nuhed  and  degraded  hy  the  burning  of  IVaohingion^ 
or  the  defeat  of  the  veterans  of  Wellington  by  the  mili- 
tia of  JVetu-Orleane; — while  such  thii.gs  are  dear  to 
our  remembrance,  it  ill  becO'Wes  a partizan  of  It  i- 
ti-.'.n  to  talk  in  this  stile.  1 must  tell  tlus  haughty 
Englishman,  that  he  has  no  cause  for  iho.se  r-  t^rt  'S 
!je  so  feelirgly  expresses,  that  tl.e  cession  he  ailudes 
to  had  not  been  insisted  upon*  for  he  may  u-ost  as- 
suredly rely  upon  it,  that  if  the  British  comnuLision- 
ers  had  suggested  terms  a twentieth  part  so  inzol'ent 
,nd  humiluiting,  in  would  huve  blown  up  a fane 
! at  would  Iiave  extended  from  one  extrenMt  of 
he  United  States  to  the  other;  all  hearts -ivoulci  !mvs 
nistantly  tmited  ina  -war  for  naiitmal  honor  un'i  ?iution~ 
al  domain,  a war  that  would  not  have  terminated,  I 
*It  was  t!ie  design  of  tl*e  British  goveinment  to  repeat  it,  without  alossie  Grettt  ^riiain  of  merej/itcn 
have  created  it  for  America. 


IlG 
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New  this  goes  to  shew,  lhat  though  the  edi- 
tor of  the  Evening  Post  did  nothing  during  the 
war  to  exalt  the  national  character,  he  posses- 
s.es  no  small  share  of  national  pnde;  and  we 
arc  really  glad  to  see  an  exhibition  of  it  even 
at  this  late  day.  Crescite  et  miiltiplicaviinu 

NO  I'E.— “Infamous  priests  in  the  pulpit.”  Read 
the  hdlowing  extracts  from  a sermon  preached  in 
New  England  by  the  liev.  Elijah  Pansh,  April  7, 
1814. 

“New  England  if  invaded  would  be  obliged  to 
defciid  herself.  Do  you  not  tben  owe  it  to  your 
children,  and  owe  it  to  your  God, to  ioake  peace  for 

roCHSEI.VF,S. 

“Let  every  man  who  sanctions  this  war  by  his 
FAiffrage  or  influence,  remember,  that  he  is  labor- 
ing to  cover  himseif  and  his  country  with  blood. 

BEOOD  OF  THE  SLAIX  WILL  CRY  FROM  THF. 
uiUHTM)  AOAixs'rnm. 

“How  Will  the  supporters  of (J^/’lhis  n7jn'-c/jmrt'a7i 
warfare  endure  the  sentence — endure  their  own 

reflectionsi endure  the  fire  that  forever  burns 

— the  worm  which  never  dies — the  hosannahs  of 
heaven— AVHILE  THE  SMOKE  OF  THEIR  TOR- 
,M^NTS  ASCENDS  FOREVER  AND  EVER.4:C 

“Those  Western  states  which  havebeen  violated 
for  abominable  war  of  murder — those  states 
which  have  thirsted  for  blood(i;j^God  has  given  them 
blood  to  drink. — Their  men  have  fallen. — Their 
lamentations  are  deep  and  load.cQ) 

“Our  government,  if  lliey  may  be  called  the  go- 
vernment and  not  the  destroyers  of  the  country, 
bear  all  these  things  as  patiently  as  o colony  of  con- 
victs sail  into  Botany  Bay.’’ 

V\  e may  forgive,  but  it  is  criminal  to  forget 
If  the  fellow  had  preached  such 


such  things. 


vigation.  Nature  has  afibrded  many  facilities 
— tlie  greater  part  of  the  country  throiiB^  which 
the  canal  wdl  extend  is  perfectly  champaign,, 
and  the  soil  so  soft  and  destitute  of  stones  that 
scrapers  can  be  used  to  much  advantage.  In 
the  distance  of  seventy  miles  only  two  locks 
will  be  required. 

The  commissioners  are  now  here,  making 
contracts  and  suitable  dispositions — they  are 
men  above  suspicion  and  reproach.  Tlie  public 
runs  no  risk  of  peculation  or  fraud.  Every 
thing  wdll  move  as  parts  of  a well  regulated 
machine — zeal, perseverance  and  economy  are, 
in  my  opinion,  insured.” 

salt-springs. 

Mr.  Brown,  as  an  article  of  intelligence, 
added — “Several  salt-springs  have  been  dis- 
covered near  the  village  of  Skannadoaii  (about 
12  miles  from  Rome) — the  proprietors  are  now 
sinking  wells;  the  water  possesses  unusual 
stren^h,  and  there  is  the  best  possible  pros- 
pect of  an  abundant  supply:  It  is  said  that 
these  springs  have  been  long  known  to  the 
Oneida  Indians.” 

C?*Ihe  editor  of  the  weekly  register 
gratefully  acknowledges  the  compliment  ofhfe 
deceased,  (though  personally  unknown)  friend. 
He  professes  to  be  a feeble  advocate  for  inter- 
nal improvements,  without  regard  to  there  lo- 
cation and  without  party  views.  >'•  hether 
the  whole  site  of  the  intended  canal  is  the 
best  that  could  have  been  selected  (and  it  is 


a sermon  under  any  other  government  than  saidby  some  that  it  is  not,)  he  is  not  competent 
that  which  he  aftects  so  mucli  to  despise — he 
might  never  have  preached  another.  He 
seems  to  have  sought  distinction,  and,  most 


to  say;  but  the  fair  presumption  is,  that  it  is 
so:  honorable  men,  with  their  future  fame  and 
private  interest  so  much  at  stake,  can  hardly 
be  suspected  of  sinister  views  as  to  the  com- 
pletion this  munificent  object.  We  want, 
and  must  have,  it  it  be  possible  to  get  it,  a 
communication  with  our  great  inland 
seas,  whose  shores  are^  about  to  teem  with 


certainly,  would  have  been  exalted. 

The  Great  Canal. 

Since  we  noticed  tlie  decease  of  oi.r  “intelligent  and  water 
useful  correspondent,**  Mr.  Samuel  R.  Broivn,  a 
letter  that  he  liad  written  to  the  editor,  dated  at 
Rome,  July  17,  has  reached  us.  It  contains  some 
interesting  information  in  respect  to  a most  im- 
porUnt  concern — as  follows: 

“Dear  sir — I have  seen  it.  The  greatwork 
has  commenced — the  grand  canal  is  opening  in,-  , , , i . r 

earnest.  Ground  was  broken  near  this  village  “ whole,  dependent  on  its  parts  for  pros 
onthe^hinstantsanauspiciousdaytobeginlolP®"*/-  Without  such  a canal,  a very  large 
•dorious  an undertaking--400  laborers  arinowiP,®'^*®"  of  ouf  own  nghtful  trade  must  pass 
— • through  Lanada:  it  is  said  that  no  less  than 


millions  of  freenign*  It  is  true  economy  to 
encourage  it — not  as  productive  only  of  na- 
tionaf  wealth,  but  as  one  of  the  strongest  links 
that  can  possibly  be  contrived  to  keep  us  to- 
gether as  a band  of  brothers,  in  love  and  unity; 


plying  their  instruments.  The  spectacle  is 
cheering  to  the  patriotic  heart — may  it  awaken 
«m  enthusiasm  ns  general  as  the  enterprize  is 
grand  and  promising!  Enthusiasm  is  the  pa- 
rent of  every  thing  noble  and  generous.  Would 
tliat  we  all  felt  like  yourself  on  the  subject  of 
national  improvements — but  your  sentiments 
BT6  becoming  fashionable  in  this  quarter. 

In  a it  is  said  that  the  present  num- 

ber of  laborers  Xvi7'  increased  to  1000,  which 
will  be  augmented  aceoi  "*'*®  pecuniary 
capacity  o?  the  state,  and  die  a,,.* 

•the  general  goveriment  and  «*'  - '-“r'"?; 

itates,  intprested  theJat/2t  • 

me  Jake  and  jvestem  nj-,^ 


40,000  barrels  of  flour  were  transported  by  a 
single  carrying-house  at  Ogdensburg  to  Mon- 
treal, in  three  months  of  the  present  year.  If 
the  state  of  JSTew  York  presents  the  best  na- 
tural advantages*  for  the  opening  of  a canal 

♦New  York  certainly  possesses  great  natural  ad- 
vantages to  unite  the  Eastern  and  Western  states; 
— as  appears  by  the  following  article  from  the  Co- 
lumbiani 

A merchant  from  Marietta,  (Ohio)  has  just  left 
this  city  with  several  tons  of  goods,  (it  being  his  se- 
cond trip,)  who  takes  them  from  Albany  by  way  of 
Geneva,  and  Hamilton  on  the  Allegany  river,  to  his 
"Hce  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  This  gentleman  is  of 
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that  must  needs  be  the  most  extensively  useful 
of  that  can  be  made  in  the  v/oi  ld,  I do 
notbe^^rudge  them  to  her — nor  can  I harbor  a 
wish  that  so  grand  a pi  oject  should  fail  because 
it  might  inflict  a partial  injury  on  some  of  our 


force,  ever  as  such.  I never  wrote  a line  to 
encourage  the  opinion  that  American  citizens, 
figliting  under  the  patriot  flag,  were  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  their  country,  unless  some- 
thing iu  the  article  referred  to  may  be  so  con- 


cities,  by  lessening  their  trade  with  the  intc-|  strued.  I may  have  been  unfortunate  in  my 
riorof  our  country.  'J'he  interest  of  a part  is  j manner  of  expressing  myself,  but  the  ideair.- 
the  interest  of  the  wholej  and  the  greater  in- j tended  to  lie  conveyed,  was — that,  as  certain 
terest  should  be  pursued.  Sou.  ces  of  wealth  persons,  vsituated  precisely  as  tlmse  wlio  claim 
' are  alike  open  to  other  states,  and  1 wish  they  citizenship  with  us  are,  had  been  released  as 
may  be  improved  every  where.  1 do  not  cure'  Hr  it  ish  subjects,  we  might  be  tempted  to  de- 
a straw  by  whom,  or  by  what  honest  means  jinand  the  samejeourtesy  of  the  Spaniards;  and, 


these  improvements  are  effected — my  only  i in  a refusal  anticipated,  there  might  arise  a 

, as  rapidly  new'^  cause  “to  urge  to  action:’*  for  I take  it  f 


for 


granted  that  the  United  States  have  as  great 
an  inclination  to  relieve  the  oppressed  as  any 
' other  power.  It  is  very  true,  that  Spain,  be ! 
cause  she  was  pleased  to  liberate  the  Endish- 


wish  is  that  they  may  be  effected, 
as  the  increase  of  population  and  true  poll 
tical  economy  may  require.  The  pi  esentis  a 
most  fortunate  period  for  undertakings  of  the 
kind — state  jealousies  and  party  rage  nave  less 
force  than  ever  they  had  in  the  United  States, 
and  our  citizens  are  now^  very  generally  dis- 
posed to  view  each  other  as  partners  in  tiie 
same  inheritance.  May  these  good  disposi- 
tions he  cherished,  and  all  feel  it  a duty  to 

hand  them  down  to  posterity  by  advancing!  ruffle  tlie  temper  of  the  refused, 
any,  and  ever}’-,  rightiul  and  reasonable  tiling  | But,  to  clear  up  tke  subject— I expressly  de- 
that  may  serve  to  produce  a community  of  in-  clare,  as  I always  meant  to  do,  that  a citizen 
terests — the  true  key  stone  of  the  federal  arch.;  of  the  United  States,  entering  a foreign  ser- 
Thus,  in  time,  w’eraay  become  a nation  of  po-' vice  of  his  owui  accord  and  without  the  cou- 
litical  philosophers^  and,  in  the  sublime  asse-|sentof  his  government,  ipso  facto,  rclinquisli- 
veration|that  we  are  members  of  the  great  I’C-jes  all  claims  on  his  country  for  protection. — 
public^  sink  the  little,  narrow  and  contracted  j'rhis,  I ajiprehend,  is  the  natural  as  w ell  as  the 
views  that  attach  themselves  to  us  when  we  (national  law.  No  man  more  sincerelv  wislies 


men,  is  not  bound  to  set  the  Americans  free: 
she  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  act  at  her 
own  discretion  on  the  subject— but,  a grant  to 
one  naturally  leads  another  to  expect  the  like; 
and  the  refusal  of  it  must  have  a tendenev  to 


look  only  atthe  spot  we  happen  to  inhabit 


South  Americau  affairs. 


the  complete  emancipation  of  all  that  is  called 
“Spanish  America”  than  I do — but  until  the 
legal  authorities  act  on  the  case,  it  is  the  duty 


I i.  xi  ’ Vi.  ; a good  citizen  to  remain  passive,  except  so 

r 7/r  I far  as  his  wishes  may  so;  unless,  indeeil,  he  is 

of  the  ]^ahonal  Intelligencer  arc  incompetent  citizens!, in  ami 

to  put  a construction  rnmn  any  thing.  I have  to|„,  fall  with  the  cause  ami  country  of  his 
say,  that  they  do  not  believe  it  ought  lairly  to  j 
bear:  but,  in  some  remarks  on  an  article  in 
my  last  number,  on  “Spanish  American  af- 


is 

stand 
ntry  ofhis  choice. 


fairs,”  they  liave  made  a prominent  figure  of 
what  I meant  as  a collateral,  and  have  over- 
looked the  circumstance  that  seemed  to  give  it 


opinion  that  goods  can  be  transported  from  this 
place  to  Pittsburgh  for  considerably  less  than  they 
can  be  taken  from  Philadelphia  over  the  mountains 
to  Pittsburgh. 

Plaister  is  found  in  great  quantities  In  the  coun- 
ties of  Geneva,  Ontario  and  Cayuga— and  is  getting 
into  use  near  Pittsburgh  as  appears  by  the  following 
article  from  a Pitlsburgh  paper: 

Mr.  Scull — Sir,  I think  it  a duty  I owe  to  the  pub- 
lic to  inform  them  of  the  benefits  arising  from  the 
plaister  lately  brought  to  Pittsburgh  by  II.  and  W 
Jack, 

I have  made  an  experiment  and  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  pronouncing  it  equal  if  not  superior  to 
other  plaister  brought  from  different  parts  of  the 
world.  Therefore  those  who  are  desirous  of  im- 
proving their  meadows  (for  a proof  of  its  good  ef- 
fects) will  please  call  on  the  subscriber  at  the  Black 
Horse  tavern,  4 miles  east  of  Pittsburgh. 

JOHN  SEllYlCE. 


Complimentary  Letters. 

It  w^as  a singular, but  very  gratifying  circum- 
stance, to  receive  the  two  letters  from  w'hidi 
extracts  are  given  below,  (the  first  from  Ten- 
nessee and  the  other  from  Ohio  J in  tiie  same 
day;  and  that  twm  gentlemen  of  such  opposite 
characters  should  agree  in  their  opinion  of  the 
Register. Though  the  praise  is  extrava- 

gant, it  would  be  mock-modesty  to  say  that  I 
am  not  pleased  with  it: 

From  Tennessee. — The  writer  of  this  was 
a soldier  of  the  revolution,  and  fouglit  under 
Vvashington,  He  wa.s  captured  at  Eoi  t V'  ash- 
inj^ton,  and  carried  to  New-York,  where  lie 
“found  out  something  of  British  humanity;” 
but  happily  escaped  “being  starved  to  death, 
because  he  was  m the  hospital” — ever  since 
which,  he  adds,  he  has  been  a true  friend  to 
his  country.  The  w.»^iter  is  not  a literary  cha- 
racter; but,  what  is  better,  he  appears  to  be  an 
1 honest  man  in  easy  circumstances,  .-'.nd  a sound 
patriot.  After  stating  tliat  he  had  promp  \y 
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made  his  payment  in  advance,  the  old  soldier 
says— 

“I  do,  sir,  respect  you  in  my  inmost  heart,  on  ac- 
count of  your  truly  Amei  ioan,  and  manly  political 
smd  indefatigable  services.  Good  sir,  I do  believe 
you  have  done  more  for  America  than  a thous;uid 
of  the  best  bayonets  tliat  ever  were  in  it  \*  Please 
to  go  on  and  persevere — I -hope  the  Lord  will  give 
3’ou  health  of  body  and  strength  of  mind  to  do  much  | 
more  for  your  country — and  when  he  is  done  with 
you  here,  may  he  land  you  safely  in  the  fields  of 
bliss.’* 

From  OMo.— The  writer  of  this  is  a respect- 
able member  of  the  society  of  Friends,  or  Qua- 
kers’— a society  that,  though  under  general  cen- 
sure for  the  political  conduct  of  its  members,! 
has  wdthin  it  more  practical  republicanism,  and  | 
as  much  moral  honesty  and  active  benevolence,  j 
wdth  'some  as  patriotic  hearts,  as  any  in  thej 
world — ^but  their  religious  tenets  do  not  per-j 
init  them  to  take  a part  in  the  things  that  be-j 
long  to  a state  of  war,  even  for  self-defence;! 
and  their  refusing  to  do  so  is  often  misinter-' 
preted  to  their  injury  in  the  estimation  of  their  I 
iel low-citizens,  llie  gentleman,  after  giving! 
hh  reasons  for  wishing  a suspension  of  his  pa-  j 
per,  says—  | 

“Before  I take  leave  of  thee,  (wjiich  I find  it  a 
pretty  hard  matter  to  do)  permit  me  to  offer  the 
tribute  of  my  respect,  to  which  I consider  thee 
justly  entitled,  for  the  independent  stand  thou  hast 
taken,  and  for  the  energy  thou  hast  displayed  in 
favor  of  our  most  excellent  constitution.  Go  on, 
my  friend — and  expose  to  public  vi,^w  the  naked  | 
deformity  of  those  who  pretend  to  be  its  friends,! 
while  they  are,  in  reality,  its  deadly  enemies.  Im- 
press on  the  minds  of  the  people  the  necessity  of{ 
muon,  and  guard  the  temple  of  freedom  against  the 
canker-worm  of  foreign  influence,  by  marking  its 
course  and  tracing  its  foot  steps  through  the  various 
avenues  that  lead  thereto.  What  havoc  hath  it 
made  of  republic«n  principle!— How  many  are  there 
amongst  us  that  worship — alas!  wors/i»/),at  the  shrine 
of  aristocracy.  How  many  would  hail  with  delight 
the  establishment  of  a monarchy  in  this  land  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom. 

“For  stars  .tnd  garters  oft  thsy  sigh, 

“For  earldoms,  dukettoms,  ami  tbe  like, 

“And  think  tlie period  nigh, 

“When  freedom  shall  her  colors  strike; 

“But  hold] — ye  vain  aspirants;  know 
“That  virtue  sways  her  sceptre  still; 

“Ajid  thousands  tet'l  the  patriot  glow—  [ 

^'Millions  oppose  your  envious  will.”f  j 


*This  brings  to  recollection  a playful  letter  Ihatj 
I was  honcred  with,  early  in  the  late  war,  from  the 
governor  of  one  of  the  states  which  did  its  duty  in 
tlie  contest.  He  was  pleased  to  say — We  have  just 
made  a lot  of  generals — if  among  them  there  shall 
prove  to  be  one  as  useful  to  the  republic  as  your- 
self, I shall  esteem  hir.  appointment  as  among  the 
happiest  acts  of  my  life.” 

fir  proof  is  war.ted  of  the  right  or  justice  of  the 
sentiment  in  those  lines,  we  have  it  in  the  general 
acknowledgment  of  the  monstrous  doctrine  of  a 
divine  rigIH  in  kings— the  greater  part  of  whom,  or 
of  iheir  pretended  ancestors,  have  marched  to  their 
p^rorres  through  murder  .and  assasshulion.— j;». 


Ballstoii  Springs. 

The  following,  shewing  the  number  of  vislr 
tors  at  the  celeb  attui  Ikdlsion  Smdngs,  is  a 
curious  article.  Tlie  facts  tvei  e lurnislied  to 
the  editor  of  the  Albany  Gazette,  by  ilr.  John 
Cock.  We  have  thrown  tiieni  into  the  form 
of  a table  to  save  room,  and  for  more  easy  ex- 
amination. Children  under  14  years  of  agap 
are  not  counted,  nor  are  those  that  did  not  re* 
main  at  the  springs  more  than  three  days — 
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Prairies  of  Louisiana. 

Mn.  Niles — 'Fhe  extensive  circulation  of  your 
Register,  and  Vhe  able  manner  in  whicl!  it  has  been 
conducted,  having  rendered  it  the  most  respecta- 
ble repository  in  the  nation,  I feel  anxious  to  ob- 
tain a place  for  the  following,  should  you  find  it 
worthy  of  record.  A. 

THE  PIIAIRU.S  OF  LOUISIAJTA. 

The  districts  of  Altakapas  and  Oppelousas  which 
stretch  along  the  Mexican  gulph,  from  tiie  Atlciiaf- 
fallaya  to  the  Sabine,  are  scarcely  known  to  geo- 
graphers, though  they  form  a most  interesting  por- 
tion of  the  republic.  The  fertility  of  Die  soil,  the 
value  of  its  products — the  immense  natural  mea- 
dov/s  w'hich  cover  five  eighths  of  U»e  country,  and 
their  peculiar  fitness  for  feeding  cattle, are  airwor- 
thy the  attention  of  the  shoals  of  emigrants  who  are 
seeking  wealth  or  liberty,  to  the  west  and  south. 
Tiie  accounts  published  by  Br  \ckenridge  and  Dar- 
by are  most  to  be  relied  on;  but  neither  of  those 
waiters  have  been  sufficiently  explicit,  though  each 
enjoyed  opportunities  of  acquiring  better  informa- 
tion. The  following  statenjent  may,  perhaps,  be 
perused  witli  some  interest  by  such  as  are  pleased 
to  note  the  rapid  march  which  our  country  is  mak- 
ing to  power,  and  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the 
vast  resources  of  Louisiana. 

About  the  year  1755,  a few  French  traders  com- 
menced a traffic  for  peltry  with  the  Indians,  wiio 
inhabited  those  prairies.  They  were  soon  followed 
by  others,  who  remarking  tlie  great  profits  to  be 
realized  from  stock-raising,  introduced  horned  cat- 
tle into  the  country.  Titeir  success  encouraged 
others  to  adventure;  and  we  find  from  the  census 
of  1785,  tliat  Attakapas  and  Onpeioiisas  then  con- 
tained 2408  inhabitants.  In  the  year-  1801,  their 
population  was  rated  at  7250,  of  wliicli  3500  were 
sla7*-'8.  Up  to  the  last  named  epocha,  stock  raising 
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formed  tlie  almost  exclusive  occupa’.ion  of  the  in- 
habitants. They  supplied  New  Orleans  .and  the 
Mississippi  coast  with  beef,  at  the  rate  of  one  cent 
and  a fourth  per  pound;  btit  even  at  this  price  ma- 
ny had,aiv,assecl  money  enough  to  purchase  slaves 
and  commence  farminj^  esUib  l.shments.  The  Amc 
i-ican  governrte.iT,  wiiicli  took  place  early  iiulSOl, 
gave  new  .stiinuiu-,  and  indue  e-1  the  iidiabitants  to 
turn  their  atlenti.m  more  to  planting.  The  sod 
and  climate  imi'  r'g  wiili  their  exertiojis  and  indus- 
trv,  have  secured  to  the  first  phuiter.sof  those  dis- 
tricts a most  envinble  independence.  A few  year;-, 
ago  they  were  a horde  of  shejiherds,  cor.sequentl} 
a lir.rdy  and  virtuous  race.  Of  late  their  plan  of 
life  ha.s  changed,  and  tl.elr  means  rapidly  inci  eased., 
without  introducing  the  thousand  hctiiious  wants, 
v.'hich  usually  travel  in  the  train  of  wealth..  Even 
now,  it  is  no  uncor«mo:i  sig'ht  to  see  a planter  oi 
those  countries,  o'a  thing,  pcrliaps,  70  or  80  slaves, 
clad  in  tlie  product  of  his  wife’s  loom,  attending  to 
his  horses,  oxen,  or  crop  with,  more  assiduity  and 
a.ttention  than  char.xtcr.ses  a Exroiina  ovrrseer: — 
Yet,  if  a str.mger  vi.-.its  h.im,  he  will  find  his  table 
cro  vded  with  tlie  best  wines  of  tl.e  world,  and  ..o 
lack  of  intelligence  or  any  thing  else  whicli  forms 
good  clteer.  Ilicheis  here,  appear  to  add  only  to 
the  comforts  of  their  possessor,  without  forming 
the  inviduous  distinctions  among  men  which  exist 
in  other  part.sof  the  world.  The  ease  with  wliicb 
tliey  are  acquired,  may  be  the  reason  of  lliis — but 
the  dct'-iched  sit^lation  of  the  country  accounts  for 
it  more  rationally.  Besides,  the  population  is  as 
yet  quite  tliinly  scattered  over  an  immense  terri- 
tory, and  wherever'  tiiis  is  the  case,  we  do  not 
usually  find  so  many  of  those  little  presuming  ani- 
mals, wearing  the  shupes  of  men,  which  are  such 
great  nuisances  in  thickly  inhabited  countries. 

In  1810,  Attakapas  and  Oppeiousas,  contained 
13,774  souls.  For  two  years  after  the  census  was 
taken  there  was  a great  emigrr%tiQn  to  the  country. 
It  was  stopped  early  in  1813,  by  the  pressure  of  the 
war,  but  since  the  peace  has  recommenced.  At 
present  (Sept.  1817)  I feel  confident  the  popula- 
tion would  be  estimated  too  low  at  20,000. 

The  settlements  are  princip.ally  in  the  prairies, 
which  to  the  soutli  and  west  arc  skirted  by  the  sea. 
This  may  be  the  cause  of  the  district,  under  consi- 
deration, being  the  healtliiest  of  Louisiana.  The 
number  of  very  old  men  is  truly  astonisliing.  !Mr. 
Berrard,  the  first  permanent  settler  of  Attakapas,  at 
the  age  cf  78,  enjoys  all  his  faculties  and  is  in  ex- 
cellent health.  His  former  partner,  Mr.  Sorel,  w^bo 
came  to  the  country  with  liim  in  1764,  died  last 
year,  aged  80.  A cousin  of  Mr.  Sorel  is  still  heal- 
thy at  the  age  cf  82,  and  fifty  others  miglit  be 
named  who  are  much  older. 

All  the  old  settlers,  wlio  married  early  in  life, 
have  a small  colony  around  them  of  their  own  be- 
getting. Mr.  Gedry,  of  St.  Martin’s  (Attakapas) 
has  12  sons  and  6 daughters  living,  and  seventy- 
grand  children.  John  Ballice  Broussard,  aged  95, 
reckons  his  lineal  descendants  at  170.  The  women 
who  liave  children  are  generally  very  prolific,  few 
of  them  raising  less  than  eight  or  ten  children. — 
This  alone  proves  that  the  country  is  healthy.  The 
curate  of  Attakapas  (Mr.  Isuby)  has  ascertained 
from  his  parish  register  that  in  the  last  seven  years, 
for  700  deaths  among  the  Catholics,  there  have 
been  1600  births. 

It  is  the  custom  for  the  rich  and  gay  young  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  to  spend  their 
carnival  at  New  Orleans.  The  health  enjoyed  by 
the  young  ladies  of  the  prairies,  added  to  their 
active  and  industrious  habits,  gives  them  bloom 


and  beauty  which  cast  the  belles  of  other  di.stricts 
into  the  shade.  It  is  a singular  fact,  that  fir  tliir- 
teen  winters  past,  tlie  reignmg  toast  in  the  O-.-lem  s 
ball  rooms  has  been,  altno,st,  always  from  Au.a:<.a- 
pas,  or  Oppelousa.s. 

'riie  topography  of  tliose  roun'ies  r.re  pretty  ac- 
curately delinecteii  on  Darby’s  nup  cfL'mi'-iiana. — 
His  book  is  a very  i .fi  rior  produc.ion  to  liis 
nod  not  mucli  to  he  relied  on  for  usefu!  infi'riM..- 
tion.  I will  here  r.dfl  a few  word*  concen.ti.g  tlie 
suii  ami  its  produciioas,  but  as  the.se  var\  iu  an  ex- 
tent of  cuuntiy,  containing  abo'.'.t  s.qUil'c 

miles,  I will  consider  the  districts  separately. 

Oppeiousas,  lying  to  tlie  nortli-west  ..  fAttakepa-, 
is  well  calculateil  for  a grazing  country.  U.s  pr.ti- 
ries  are  very  extensive,  and  the  greater  parts  rd  t'  e 
land  second  and  thir.l  rule.  The  lands  oftliebe'^" 
f[uality  in  tins  country  are  in  i"s  souili-west  cor- 
ner, consisting  of  a sit  ip  about  uules  long  and 
3 V ide.  In  lids  trad  arc  situated  m -.ny  l >.rge  p',:i!)- 
tatien.s  which  yield  immense  profits  to  llieir  pro- 
prietors. I'he  nortlicrn  part  of  tlie  county,  border- 
ing on  Bapide  distr'et,  is  poor  l.and,  and  the 
tern  section  which  skirts  tlie  Cnl])b  and  the  River 
Safeine,  is  little  better.  Tliose  lands,  bo'vcver, 
produce  lolercblo  com,  and  a coarse  luxtiriant 
grass  which  can  feed  cattle  enough  to  supply  the 
home  and  West  India  markets. 

Attakapas  is  divided  into  two  parishes,  St.  Ma'  y 
and  St.  Martin.  The  ^'ermilion  rlv  r rises  in  Op 
peloMsas  and  on  entering  Sr.  Martinhs  become.s  ;i 
considerable  stream.  Tlie  lands  on  its  banks  are 
high,  and  generally  of  the  best  quality,  -\fter  a 
course  of  ninety  miles  in  this  pavisVi  it  f.iUs  inti)  a 
bay  of  tlie  same  name  riear  the  30lh  degree  of 
north  latitude.  Between  the  ^h'rinillion  and  the 
Minton  (the  we.stern  limit  of  Attaknpa.s)  lies  a 
prairie  country  wliich  in  soil  is  nothing  remarkable 
but  aflbrds  excellent  pasturage. 

The  Tesche,  likewise,  rises  in  Oppeiousas  near 
the  source  of  the  Vermillion.  Its  general  course  is 
to  the  south-east,  piercing  the  western  sections  of 
St.  Martin  and  St.  Mary.  It  meets  tlie  Alckafial- 
laya  at  Berwick’s  bay,  and  is  navigable  fi)r  seventy 
miles  from  its  mouth  foe  tlie  largest  boats,  and  to'' 
smaller  crafe  almost  to  its  source.  From  the  line  of 
Oppeiousas  to  Berwick’s  bay,  a distance  of  more 
than  ninety  miles,  there  is  no  soil  on  its  bank.s 
which  is  not  first  rate.  As  it  approaches  the  sea, 
how'cver,  the  land  i.s  thought  to  Improve,  and  l.he 
climate  ceitainly  becomes  more  favorable  to  the 
culture  of  .sugar.  Between  the  upper  part  of  tlie 
Tesche  and  t!ie  Vermillion,  in  the  ILrish  of  St. 
Martifi,  lies  a rich  tract  of  country  principa!!; 
prairie.  It  is  .as  yet  very  partially  settled,  owing  u> 
the  scarcity  of  wood.  'Tins  caituoi  form  a j)erina- 
nent  impediment,  as  trees,  when  planted  in  those 
meadows  and  shielded  from  tl.e  vernal  hurnijigs  of 
the  grass,  thrives  faster  than  in  any  .soil  1 liave  ever 
seen.  Several  persons  have  alrea  ly  tried  tlie  ex- 
periment, and  find  four  erfive  years  sufiii  lent  to 
grow  any  supply  of  fire  wood  they  m.iy  want.  Be. 
sides,  tl.ere  is  not  any  part  oi‘  the  ric/t  meadows  of 
Attakapas  more  than  five  miles  dislani  from  plenty 
of  wood.  The  climate  is,  at  the  same  time,  so 
mild  that  fued  is  little  wanted  but  for  the  kiicnen. 

The  good  lands  of  Oppeiousas  an  I St.  Mariin’.-r 
are  best  adapted  to  the  culture  of  cotton.  They 
sent  to  New  Orleans  last  year  about  6,600  bales  oi 
fine  cotton,  and  if  the  whole  of  their  ricii  .soil  wa.s 
cultivated  might  produce  ainuialiy  more  than  si.xtv 
tliousand  bales.  Almut  five  tbou.sand  .steers  a:-.- 
each  year  .exported  from  lho.se  di.stricts,  which  ^cli 
at  home  for  12  dollars  each. 


13Q  NILRS'  BRGISTRR- OCTOBER  18, 1817— CONNECTICUT  LEGISLATURE. 


Thi  .'ii'isio  M'-  ’9,  being  the  sou w'. cm  o.'T' 

of  the  tracr  of  C'-uium  uiuiec  consi  lerucion  is 'vc'l 
arlaptei!  for  the  cul'ure  of  sugar,  'fins  was  douh*^- 
ed  until  some  of  tlie  enteqi^i'lzingp  American  erni 
grants  tcsterl  it,  in  thedi^r  two  years,  by  ilie  moc- 
successful  experiments.  It  is  founcl  <o  succeed  as 
well,  if  not  better,  than  on  he  ’vll^oissippi,  and 
the  cane  is  cert<uniy  broil glit  to  rroturl’y  wi  h l--s: 
labor.  Cotton  also  succeeds  rem.u'k?bly  we^t,  hui 
will  soon  give  way  to  sugar.  I tjie  ve«r  1816,  \l\" 
parish,  with  a population  of  about  3,000  souls,  son 
to  market.  2,500  bales  of  cottm,  9t>0  hogsh  acls  of 
sugar  and  800  beef  caftle,  which  sob?  for  g,350,000. 

Some  sugar  Iias  been  cultivated  in  O .pciousar 
and  9t.  Msrlin’s,  but  owing  to  mismanagement,  or 
thr  climate,  it  has  not  succeeded  v'ell. 

Thepari?h  of  St.  Mary  is  in  no  place  more  than 
10  miles  wide,  having  the  sea  on  one  side  and  lake 
Plitt  ai'd  t);e  Attclvaftallaya  on  the  other,  which 
may  have  an  influence  on  the  early  fiv'sts  and  pro 
tect  the  cane  crop  till  it  reaches  maturity, 

TheTesche  lands  lie  mo.stly  from  ten  to  fifseen 
above  the  highest  swells  produced  by  the  Mis 
sissippi  floods.  In  the  year  1813  and  15,  when  there 
were  very  great  freshes,  the  lakes  between  the 
prairies  and  the  Mississippi,  and,  with  them,  the 
Tesche,  rose  about  8 feet  above  their  common  level 
But  a recurrence  of  tliis  can  scarcely  be  expected, 
as  tile  levees  on  the  Great  River  are  rapidly  extend 
ing,  which  will  prevent  its  waters  from  flowing 
into  the  lakes.  But  even  if  the  levees  should  be 
demolished,  the  prairies  are  too  high  ever  to  be 
inundated. 

The  Vermillion  is  never  affected  by  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  Lands  on  its  banks  (and  indeed  in  eve- 
ry  other  pan  of  the  country  except  the  Tesebe)  are 
from  30  to  100  feet  above  the  level  of  the,  sea. 

Sloops  of  100  tons  can  ascend  the  Tesche  to 
Nova  Iberia,  60  miles  from  its  mouth,  though  the 
produce  of  the  country  is  seldom  carried  direct  to 
the  ocean,  the  Tesche,  AUcluffallaya  communicate 
with  the  Mississippi  by  the  L.\fourch  and  Piaqua- 
mine — a voyage  from  any  part  of  these  rivers  can 
be  easily  made  to  New  Orleans  in  9 days. 

Along  the  coast  of  .Attakapas  are  found  four 
Islands,  viz.  Belle  Isle,  Cole  Blanche,  Grand  Cote, 
and  Petite  Ance,  which  bear  no  resemblance  to  the 
main  land,  and  appear  to  be  the  remnants  of  som«. 
ancient  continent.  Tiiey  rise  several  hundred  feet 
above  the  tides  ^nd  I would  suppose  originally  be- 
longed to  a highr diversified  country.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  they  have  a very  fertile  soil  and  produce  the 
best  sugar  and  cotton  of  Louisiana.  The  four  is- 
lands contain  about  7000  superf.cial  acres  of  good 
land.  Thera  are  sugar  establishments  on  all  but 
Belle  isle.  There  are  other  Islands  lying  in  the 
Attchaflullaya,  or  Berwick’s  bay,  -which  have  a very 
goodisoil,  but  once  in  ten  or  fifteen  years  have  been 
Hable  to  be  overflowed  by  the  heaviest  swells  of 
the  Mississippi. 

In  Oppeiousas  about  one  third  of  the  population 
is  Americans.  In  St.  Martin’s  one  fifth,  and  in  St. 
Mary’s  more  Uian  a moiety  The  rest  are  princi- 
pally French. 

Lands  throughout  the  whole  country  are  to  be 
had  at  a very  low  rate;  tliough  they  are  rising  every 
day  in  value.  Good  tracks  in  the  parish  of  St.  Ma 
ry’s,  with  plenty  of  wood,  may  be  had  for  two  and 
three  dollars  the  sere.  # 

With  a .salubrious  climate,  a rich  soil  and  indus- 
trious population,  Attakapas  and  Oppeiousas  will 
goon  not  only  be  called  the  richest  counties  of  Lou 
isiana  but  outstrip  in  agriculture  any  section  of  the 
union.  Such  a country  is  worthy  of  observation, 


and  vvitn  the  hope  that  the  remarks  I luivcmade 
may  result  to  the  advantage  of  emigrants,  I subnut 
them  to  my  countrymen. 

A LOUISIANA  PLANTER. 
Louisiana  Sept.  1817. 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

J\i''ew-llave7iy  October  9. 

We  hasten  to  lay  before  the  public  bis  excellency 
governor  Wolcott’s  speech,  delivered  this  day  be- 
fore both  houses  of  the  assembly,  at  about  half  past 
11  o’cjock. 

'Hie  house  of  representatives  have  made  choice 
WiUkir  Bristol,  esq  (repub!ic;uq)  speaker  and 
Gideon  Tcraimson  and  James  Lanman,  esquire:-, 
(both  republicans,)  clerks. — The  votes  for  speaker 
-vere,  William  Bristol,  esq.  126,  Jonath.au  "W.  Ed- 
wards, esq.  (federalist)  52.  Majority  far  Mr.  Bris- 
tol, 74. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Conv-cil,  Jlfr  Speaker, 

and  Gentlemen  oj' the  house  of  representatives. 
The  circumstances  under  wliich  we  are  now  con- 
vened to  deliberate  on  the  concerns  of  the  state, 
are  peculiar  auspicious.  Peace  and  tranquility; 
general  health,  and  a genial  season,  favouring  the 
exertions  of  unusual  industry,  have  been  succeeded 
by  ample  rewards.  While  these  blessings  demand 
expressions  of  gratitude  to  the  Kind  Disposer  of 
evencs,  they  encourage  benevolent  dispositions  to- 
wards each  etlmr,  and  united  exertions  to  advance 
tlie  prosperity  of  our  constituents. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature,  pro- 
positions have  been  received  from  the  states  of 
New-.Ter.sey  and  Kentucky,  for  amending  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  your  consideration. 

Information  has  been  received,  that  the  ordnance 
department  of  the  United  States,  is  prepared  to 
deliver  the  proportions  of  arms  and  equipments  to 
which  tills  .state  is  entitled,  by  an  act  of  congress. 

I have  accordingly  directed  the  quarter-raastei*- 
general  to  adopt  the  requisite  measures  for  affect- 
ing a settb^ment  of  our  accounts  to  the  clo.se  of 
the  year  1816.  An  offer  has  been  made  to  deliver 
in  artillery,  a proportion  of  the  value  of  what  may 
be  found  due.  There  being  no  authority  to  assent 
to  this  proposal,  the  subject  is  submitted  to  your 
consideration. 

Among  the  matters  which,  at  the  last  session, 
were  pre.**ented  to  the  consideration  of  the  legisla- 
ture, those  concerning  the  judicial  department, 
and  the  equalization  of  the  system  of  taxation,  are 
of  vital  importance  to  the  people.  A lasting  title 
to  the  gratitude  of  our  constituents  will  be  acquir- 
ed, if  safe  and  equitable  principles  shall  be  esta- 
blished on  these  interesting  sul^ects.  The  legis- 
lature has  wisely  provided  for  an  investigation  of, 
and  a report  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  but  as  the 
completion  of  a proper  system  will  require  time 
and  profound  reflection,  I venture  to  express  a hope, 
that  no  apparent  difficulties  will  deter  you  from 
pursuing  it  with  that  perseverance  and  impartiality, 
which  its  importance  demands. 

As  the  expenses  of  supporting  the  state  poor, 
annually  amount  to  a considerable  sum,  and  under 
the  operation  of  the  present  system,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  increase,  I recommend  that  the  provisions 
■on  this  subject  be  revised. 

It  appears  to  be  deserving  of  consideration,  whe- 
ther an  enquiry  ought  not  to  be  instituted  into  the 
condition,  management,  and  legal  provision  which 
respect  New-Gate-Prison,  and  whether  consistently 
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with  justice,  humanity,  and  the  public  security  some  j 
beneficial  reforms  cannot  be  adopted. 

Agriculture  being’ a primary  and  most  important  j 
interest  of  the  state,  it  is  the  duty  of  tlie  legislature 


Foreign  Articles. 

EXRLANI),  &C. 

Flour  at  T.iverpool,  Sept.  3,  50  to  52s.  per  bbl. 


not  only  to  protect  its  Industrious  members  from  ;Tt  is  intimated  that  tlie  ports  will  be  sliut  against 
disproportionate  burdens,  but  to  facilitate  to  them, 'the  importation  of  grain  and  flour  on  the  15tli  of 
the  discovenes  and  improvements  of  modern  times.  I Nov.  Tliose  of  Ireland  are  alre^idy  shut. 

As  great  numbers  of  our  intelligent  citizens  migrate 
from  the  state,  and  as  it  receives  but  few  accessions 
of  enierprizing  strangers,  it  has  resulted  that  agri- 
cultural knowledge  has  been  depressed  below  what 
cugUt  to  exi!st  in  a state,  highly  distinguished  for  ’ 


A malignant  fever  is  raging  in  every  part  of  Ire- 
land, and  many  deatV.s  have  taken  place. — Among 
the  victims  of  it,  is  chief  justice  Osbourne. 

The  disease  raging  in  Ireland  is  committing 
dreadful  ravages.  At  Limerick,  30  persons  in  fever 
science  and  improvements  in  the  arts.  The  incor-jhad  been  admitted  into  the  hospital  in  two  days, 
portion  of  an  agricultural  association,  wliose  duty  In  one  grave  yard  at  Strabane  107  persons  had  been 
it  sliould  be,  to  collect  and  disseminate  printedjburied,  who  had  died  of  it,  within  a month — tlie 
tracts  on  the  various  branches  of  rural  economy, [court  house  ha  l been  fitted  up  for  a hospital.  At 
might,  by  stimulating  emulation,  speedily  produce  j Londonderry,  &c.  booths  were  erected  for  tlie  re- 
highly  iinporlant  con.sequences  to  the  community,  j ception  of  patients.  Great  alarm  prevailed.  It 
A practice  has  prevailed  in  the  other  states,  of;  seems  admitte<l  that  the  pestilence  has  arisen  for 
rewarding,  by  honorary  tokens,  such  of  their  native  [the  .scarcity  of  wholesome  food! 

T!ie  monthly  bulletin  reports  the  old  king  .as 
' ed  as 


citizens  as  have  performed  meritorious  service.s! 

for  tlieir  country.  If  it  should  be  judged  expedieii^^,  I heretofore — in  bodily  health,  but  as  deran 
for  this  state  to  adopt  this  practice,  comnaodorej  usual. 

Isaac  Hull,  who  obtained  the  first  of  those  brilliant 


victories,  which  signaliz.ed  the  late  war,  appears,  iricsn  6 per  cents.  106^ 


Stocks,  Sept.  8 — 3 per  cent,  consuls  79^:  Arne- 


on  the  score  of  public  and  private  virtue,  to  be 
eminently  entitled  to  such  a distinction. 

The  state  of  public  opinion  unequivocally  proves 
that  a momentous  responsibility  is  devolving  on  the 
legislature.  1 hope  that  it  will  not  be  thought 
unsuitable  if  I invite  you  to  cultivate  a spirit  of  con- 
ciliation  and  good  will  towards  each  other,  and 
among  all  the  people  of  the  state. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  government  of 
Connecticut  was  formed  on  the  principles  of,  and 
according  to  the  model  devised  by  illustrious  men, 
who  weie  republicans  in  principle,  and  who  at- 
tempted to  establish  a democratical  republic  in 
England.  Tliough  their  exertions  were  unsuccess 


The  grain  and  flour  received  at  Liverpeol  from 
the  United  States  for  a year  ending  the  1st  ofSept. 
last,  is  estimated  as  sufficient  to  have  laden  2786 
vessels,  of  100  tons  each. 

Trade  and  commerce  appear  reviving — and  the 
crops,  not  yet  hoxvever  got  in,  were  very  heavy.  Ap- 
prehensions for  the  siifety  of  the  crop  existed  in 
Ireland,  from  the  continued  wetness  of  the  wea- 
ther Am  flour,  in  Ireland,  from  58  to  60s. 

Mr.  Bird,  an  eminent  painter  in  England,  lias  re- 
ceived 5000  dollars  of  the  prince  regent  for  his 
picture  of  the  embarkation  of  I.ovji.s  XVllI  at  Do- 
ver, for  France,  on  his  restoration.  Sir  T.  CliiTord 
has  a picture  from  the  same  master,  of  the  disem- 


fui  in  tJut  country,  yet  it  is  to  the  law's  and  regula-  i barkation  at  Calais. 

lions  which  they  formed,  tltat  the  British  nation!  The  whole  consumption  of  cotton  in  England  in 
has  been  principally  indebted  for  its  power,  wealth,!  1817  is  expected  to  exceed  92,000,000  lbs.— 20 
and  renown;  and  for  what  yet  remains  of  civil  li-i  millions  more  than  In  1816. 


berty.  In  New-Eugland  tae  systems  established 
by  our  founders,  have  prevailed,  with  eminent  ad- 
vantage to  the  people;  and  in  Connecticut,  they 
have  reraui-'ied,  without  any  essential  change,  till 
the  present  time,  during  a period  in  which  govern- 
ments of  a different  structure  have  been  subverted, 
and  the  civilized  world  convulsed  to  its  founda- 


Lord  Erskine,  for  attempting  to  stop  a cart  from 
passing  his  coach  in  the  street,  was  severely  whip- 
ped by  the  carter. 

A Jesuit's  college  is  established  ne.ar  Preston,  in 
Lancashire,  and  appears  to  be  in  a very  flourishing 
state — and  the  scholars,  professors.  See.  are  said  to 
I amount  to  500  persons.  Thousands  in  the  neigh- 


tioas.  Antecedent  to,  and  during  the  revolutionary  | borhood  are  said  to  have  been  converted  and  led 


war,  and  in  all  the  consultations  which  ensued  for 
the  establishment  of  American  freedom,  Connecti- 
cut performed  no  inglorious  part,  both  in  the  coun- 
cil, and  in  the  field,  and  has  secured  a title  to  the 
respect  and  gratitude  of  the  nation.  It  is  natural 
and  just  that  institutions  which  have  produced  so 
much  honor  and  advantage,  should  be  objects  of 
veneration  and  attachment;  and  if,  as  may  be  admit- 
ted, some  changes  are  expedient  to  adapt  our  go- 
vernment  to  the  principles  of  a more  enlightened 
age  than  that  in  which  it  was  formed,  and  to  re- 
concile it  with  the  institutions  which  surround  us, 
and  by  winch  our  interests  are  necessarily  affecied, 
still  we  are  bound  to  recollect,  that  whatever  is 
of  common  concern,  ought  to  be  adjusted  by  mutual 
consultations,  and  friendly  advice;  ib.at  party  spiri*^ 
and  sinister  interests  ought  to  be  wholly  excluded 
from  influence;  that  it  is  the  duty  of  reformers  to 
repair  and  improve,  not  to  subvert  and  destroy; 
that  passion  is  a dangerous  consellor:  and  that  by 
the  wise  constitution  of  our  nature,  nothing  which 
Is  violent  or  unjust,  can  be  permaneat, 

0LIVI:R  WOLCOTT. 


astray  from  the  ostablisljed  church,  which  seems  to 
have  alarmed  some  so  much  as  to  make  them  de- 
sire the  aid  of  the  secular  arm  to  keep  the  people 
as  religious  as  they  ought  to  be! — Blessed  be  Hea- 
ven!— ■we  are  not  to  he  frightened  by  any  thing  of 
this  kind  in  America— those  who  are  the  slaves'  of 
one  set  of  sectarians  are  the  only  ones  fitted  to  be- 
come the  slaves  of  another. 

On  the  5th  April,  there  was  a defaulter  on  the 
Stock  Exchange,  in  London,  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  pounds,  in  consols. 

Lord  Cochrane  is  expected  to  resign  his  seat  in 
Parliament,  and  Roger  O’Connor  is  to  be  nominated 
in  his  stead. 

The  grain  harvest  is  not  good  in  Ireland,  but  that 
of  potatoes  is  excellent. 

It  is  said  Lord  Amherst  brought  a respectful 
letter  from  Napoleon  to  tlie  Prince  Regent. 

Court  of  Chancery,  Thursday,  Aug.  14. 

Queensherry  estates. — The  lord  chancellor  said  he 
had  looked  into  the  accounts,  and  now  allowed 
245, 500^.  three  per  cents,  calculated  to  be  194,000^. 
which  was  the  sums  required  to  pay  one  fourth  of 
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their  leg-acies  and  interest  to  their  legatees,  and  of 
their  arrears  to  the  annuitantsr  He  ordered,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  funds  should  be  paid  into  court, 
liable  to  the  claims  of  the  duke  of  Buccleuch,  the 
earl  of  Wemyss,  and  the  tenants  of  both;  and  that 
no  money  be  paid  without  notice  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  Hart,  on  the  part  of  the  residuary  legatees, 
said  he  was  not  aware  of  any  objection. 

Sir  Aidhur  Pogott — No  objection  can  reasonabl}^ 
be  made  from  any  quarter;  for  after  this  sum  is  paid, 
there  will  still  remain  1,258,733/.  15s.  three  per 
cents,  which  at  the  present  price  is  equal  to  1,000, 
900/.  sterling  money.  Nay,  should  the  price  sink 
to  50,  which  is  not  very  likely,  still  thei'e  must  be 
funds  sufficient  for  all  demands. 

The  lord  chancellor — The  magnitude  of  the 
fund  is  the  consideration  that  renders  the  transac- 
tion safe. 

The  personal  property  of  the  late  duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, is  estimated  at  about  if 700,000. 

[In  having  such  estates  as  those  just  above  men- 
tioned, is  the  secret  of  the  financial  resources  of 
Great  Bri,tain.  If  property  were  equalized  in  that 
country,  and  the  people?  at  large  possessed  it,  we 
should  have  a diffierent  account  about  the  raising 
of  loans.] 

London,  Aug.  29. — A Manchester  paper  of  Tues- 
day se’niglit,  contains  a list  fifty -four  men,  who 
have  absconded  from  their  families. 

FHANCE. 

The  French  now  give  a bounty  on  grain  only  at 
their  Mediterranean  ports. 

Five  military  men  have  been  tried  at  Paris,  by 
the  first  council  of  w’^ar,  on  a charge  of  conspiring 
to  assa.ssinate  the  pi  inces  of  the  royal  family — two 
of  them  have  been  condemned  to  death— one  to  : 
three  years  imprisonment,  and  two  acquitted. 

Gen.  Jomini,  who  deserted  from  the  French  army, 
7s  in  the  employ  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and  now 
engaged  in  writing  a history  of  the  two  iast  cam- 
paigns. 

The  M.  Talleyrand  who  has  lately  been  appointed 
a cardinal  and  arch  bishop  of  Paris,  is  said  not  to 
be  the  famous  traitor  to  all  parties,  the  prince  of 
JBenevento,  as  we  believed  w^as  the  case.  Tlie  latter 
was  lately  overturned  in  his  carriage  and  thrown 
into  a hollow  11  feet  deep,  and  might  have  had  his 
neck  broken — if  ithad  been  his  fate  to  have  it  brok- 
en by  accident. 

Paris  papers  announce  that  cardinal  Talleyrand 
Perigord  had  been  admitted  to  audiences  to  his  ma- 
jesty and  royal  family.  His  elevation  gives  him  the 
right  of  sitting  in  the  preseiice  of  the  princes  and 
princesses. 

A frigate  destined  for  a voyage  round  the  world, 
was  recently  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  harbor  of  Tou- 
ch— supposed  not  to  be  accidental. 

Executions,  for  political  offences,  still  take  place 
in  France. 

The  Swiss  diet  have  passed  a decree  in  honor  of 
the  memory  of  the  royal  Swiss  guards  who  perish- 
ed at  Paris,  August  10,  1792. 

An  insurrection  of  a very  alarming  appearance, 
bad  broken  out  at  Lyons,  but  seems  to  have  sub- 
sided. 

Bavousthas  taken  the  oath  to  Louis  and  received 
a marshal’s  baton.  Marmont  has  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  Lyons. 

A letter  from  Paris  slates  that  is  has  been  decid- 
ed that  no  diminution  of  the  Army  of  Occupation 
will  take  place  this  year. 

A person  has  appeared  in  France  who  styles  him- 


self Louis  XVIII — the  late  dauphin;  he  appears  to 
have  gained  some  proselytes,  and  talks  boldly  of 
recovering  his  crown.  The  mystery  that  hangs  over 
the  disappearance  of  the  dauphin,  is  said  to  favor 
his  pretensions. 

Jtomaniic  Death. — A few  days  since,  a young  man 
and  a girl  were  found  hanging  on  tlie  same  tree, 
in  the  wood  of  Vessinet,  France.  Tne  former  was 
na-med  Honore  Noel,  aged  24,  and  the  latter  Victoire 
Herriot,  aged  19.  It  appeared  they  loved  and 
were  equally  desirous  of  intermarrying;  but  tiieir 
parents  obstinately  opposed  the  union.  The  mayor 
of  Chalet  received  a letter  from  this  unhappy  cou- 
ple, signed  by  both,  intimating  that  in  consequence 
of  the  above,  they  were  determined  to  die  together. 

A Restaurateur  has  recently  fixed  his  residence  in 
tlia  Rue  de  Lysee,  opposite  one  of  tlie  gates  of  the 
Palace  Royal  at  Paris.  His  sign,  wliich  is  tlie  at- 
traction of  all  the  idlers  in  Paris,  represents  an  ox, 
with  an  elegant  hat  on  his  head,  draped  with  a cash- 
mere  shawl,  with  a ridicule  suspended  from  his 
neck,  and  finally  decked  out  in  all  the  parapherna- 
lia of  a modern  lady  of  fashion;  at  the  bottom  of 
the  picture  tlie  following  words  are  inscribed — 
B<euf  a-la-mode! 

NAPOIEOJ?  BOXArAKTE. 

Lord  Amherst,  on  his  return  from  China,  visited 
the  ex-emperor  on  the  3d  of  July.  He  was  in  good 
health, — and  wished  to  know  on  what  law  it  was 
that  he  was  detained  a prisoner?  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  the  lord  answered  him.  It  is  reported 
that  he  sent  a letter  to  the  Prince  Regent,  by  lord 
Amherst;  but  it  must  be  delivered  to  Castlereagh. 
The  prince,  poor  thing,  dares  not  receive  a letter 
without  the  Irishman's  leave. 

When  lord  Amherst  explained  to  Bonaparte 
that  his  mission  to  China  had  failed  because  he 
would  not  bump  his  forehead  nineteen  times  on  the 
ground  as  he  approached  the  emperor,  the  latter 
is  reported  to  have  said — ‘Indeed!  now,  bad  it  suit- 
ed my  policy  to  send  an  ambassador  to  the  empe- 
ror of  China,  I should  have  instructed  him  to  kiss 
his  great  toe;  and  if  that  would  not  do,  he  might, 
if  required,  have  saluted  a more  offensive  part, 
provided  my  object  could  be  attained.” 

SPAIW. 

A Madrid  article  of  July  29,  states  that  tranquili- 
ty at  that  time  prevailed  in  Catalonia  and  Arragon. 
It  is  not  known  what  has  become  of  Milans  and  his 
associates,  concealed  for  some  time  in  the  mountains 
of  Catalonia. 

“The  time  is  at  band  (says  the  Spanish  official 
Gazetle)  in  which  the  courts  of  London,  Vienua,  and 
Petersburg,  are  about  to  act  upon  their  true  inte- 
rests, and  to  acknowledge  that  ihere  is  no  safety  for 
royal  establishments  in  Rurope,  if  ajiother  independent 
government  should  be  suffered  to  exist  in  South  Ame~ 
rica.  Such  a government  would  always  be  a stand- 
ing temptation,  and  an  obvious  object  of  desire  to 
all  other  people,  who  woidd  begin  to  think  that  kings 
were  less  necessary,  when  they  beheld  at  hand  sveh  an 
example  of  a people  governing  themselves.^*  [Bravo!] 

Bell’s  (London)  Weekly  Messenger  commenting 
on  the  above,  denies  the  probability  of  any  such 
connection  with  England,  ajid  expressly  says,  what 
is  certainly  true,  that  it  is  the  manifest  policy  of 
England  not  to  maintain  and  encourage  the  union 
of  Spain  and  her  colonies— and  also  observes- 
“The  truth  we  believe  to  be,  is  that  the  recent 
principles  of  the  Spanish  patriots  ai’e  nearer  to  the 
side  of  the  beloved  Ferdinand  than  this  Solomon 
knows  or  bebeves,  and  that  the  lime  approaches 
when  he  may  again  retire  to  weave  petticoats  for 
his  wife  or  saint.  Alas!  (we  ourselves  must  be  al- 
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lowed  to  say ,>  that  such  a people  as  the  Spaniards  i tains,  from  which  comesraoke,  ashes,  and  vitrified 
should  have  achieved  their  own  liberly  to  return  j stones —The  earth  is  covered  with  bits  of  transpa- 


imder  such  a Bourbon  as  this,  and  that  Lacy  should  | rent  glass.  This  crust  is  so  considerable  tliat  it  it 
have  fmiHit  with  Wellirffton  to  pul  Ferdinand  in  a!  is  not  propped,  up,  the  sinking  of  tlie  vr  alter  corrpo. 
condition  of  lianging  him.”  | sing  it  will  produce  an  eficct  like  the  eruption  which 

Letters  from  M.drid  speak  of  the  fiUi«g  out  of  | took  place  in  the  tune  of  Thus.” 
a nev' exT)  ditiou  for  South  America,  for  wliicli  Uiei  NErMi,KT,A,M(s. 

sbipping'is  .0  be  furnished  by  France.  ( Tlie  king  of  the  Netherlands  has  appointed  com- 

A notice 
dnd,  of  w’li 

creditors  of  vlie  king  may  now  expect  to  be  called  tlie  Hague. 


l\ce  was  lately  circulated  in  secret  .at  Ma-[  missicners  to  negociate  a coir  vnercial  treaty  with 
‘w’liicb  the  following  is  the  substance — “The!  America.  The  conferences  have  been  opened  at 


upon  to  present  their  several  accounts  without  delay 
fur  payment,  as  their  can  be  no  doubt  of  an  overflow- 
ing treasury;  in  proof  of  whidi  his  inajesty  has  just 


expended  s’isty  ihous.a  'd  dollars  on  a cradle,  and  dam,  th; 
one  hundred  tliousand  dolLrs  for  the  hce  of  a. sin- j the  first 


The  prices  of  corn  are  everywhere  falling  in  the 
Notherhands. 

Vaccination  had  made  such  progress  -if  Amster- 
dam, that  out  of  .a  population  of  200,000  souls,  in 


atored  ] 

the  Madrid  Gazette  intimates  that  the  U>it 
S TATJiS,  England,  Austria,  and  Kussi.a,  are  to  assist  j ed  their  cr< 
in  reducing  tlie  colonies  to  obedience  to  Ferdinand!  j ministers  pb 
Ferdinand  has  ordered,  that  ail  militarv  men, ; of  America, 


one  hundred  tliousand  dolLrs  for  the  isce  ot'asm-j  the  hrst  quarter  of  1817,  not  one  individu.al  wasat- 
gle  dress  for  the  prhxeor  infanta  that  i.s  yet  to  bej  tacked  with  the  sn»all  pox. 

bor.i  ” ^Let  the  people  rejoice,  the  Jimirbons  are  re~\  Jinisseh,  July  31. -•  Yesterday,  Mr.  Gallatin,  am- 

I bassador  to  the  court  of  Fr-'iice,  and  .Mr.  Eusti.s, 
cT)  I minister  to  the  court  of  the  liOw  Countries,  pre.scnt- 
j ed  their  credentials  as  envoys  exlriordinar)  and 
■ • plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
cli&rged  to  arrange,  definitively,  the 
taken  with  arms  in  their  hands  in  insurrection  in  | cornme’-cial  relations  beUveen  the  two  nations  and 
South  America;  all  spies;  all  instigators  to  rebel-  j conclude  a treaty  to  tliat  effect, 
lion;  and.  all  deserters  from  the  royal  standards  w ho  | Their  excellefmie.s  afterw'ards  had  the  honor  of 

sh.all  be  tri-j  dining  with  his  m.ajesty  at  the  palace  or  Lacken. 

OKUMASY. 

There  have  been  violent  commotions  at  Afayence, 
for  the  w'ant  of  bread:  but  the  mercenary  b.ayonet 
restored  tranqidlity. 

Letters  from  Vienna  say  that  a negociation  is 
spoken  of  between  the  Austrian  government  and 
the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands. 

A Tyrolean  has  lately  invented  at  Vienna  a ma- 


have  joined  the  revolutionary  cause; 
ed  by  court  martial,  and  promptly  punished. — All 
other  offences  to  be  tried  by  the  civil  authorities; 
out  their  sentences  are  to  be  executed  in  the  sum- 
mary manner  of  military  ones. 

About  half  a nnUlon  sterling  of  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  tlie  Spanish  merchants,  in  the  captures 
made  by  the  ir.surgtnt  privateers,  is  paid  by  insur- 
ers  at  LloyiFs 

There 


;re  are  renewed  reports  in  some  of  the  papers  , chine  for  needle  work,  by  which  it  is  said  every 
about  a treaty  between  Spain  and  Russia,  and  per- j kind  of  sewing  may  be  executed  with  the  utmost 
haps  England,  for  reducing  the  colonies — which  | precision.  The  emperor  of  Austria  has  gr.uited  a 
liowever  is  positively  denied  as  to  England,  at  least,  | patent  to  the  inventor, 
by  the  ministerial  papers.  j nussiA. 

Perpingnat'i,  Jtdy  18 —Immediately  after  the  ar-|  The  mother  of  the  emperor  of  Russia  has  pre- 
rival  of  general  Lacey  at  Majorca,  he  w’as  made' sented  to  the  young  queen  of  Spain  the  grand  de- 
acquainted  w'illi  bis  sentence,  and  at  five  in  the  coralion  of  t.he  order  of  St.  Catharine;  and  the  em- 
peror has  appointed  the  Spanish  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  (Pizarro,)  a Chevalier  of  the  order  of  St. 
Alexander.  Tl.e  Brifish  anli-minlsieriaJ  editors 


morning  it  was  carried  into  execution. 

This  officer  met  bis  fate  with  calmness  and  re- 
solution. “1  only  regret,”  said  he,  that  I die  by  the 
hands  of  my  ancient  companions  in  arms:  it  is  in  the  i affect  to  see,  in  the  conferring  of  these  honors 
field  of  honor,  and  in  combating  the  enemies  of  something  more  than  a civil  expression  of  regard. 


Spain,  that  a soldier  like  me  ought  to  terminate 
his  existence.”  After  haying  uttered  these  words 
he  said  to  the  soldiers — Fire. 

[It  is  said  that  Ferdinand  lias  just  murdered  forty 
distinguished  patriots— (late  leaders  of  the  people 
to  restore  tlie  wretch  to  the  throne) — without  trial, 
because  they  were  suspected  of  being  the  friends  of 
gen.  Lacey  ] 

Madrid,  Aug.  22. — Yesterday  morning  her  majes- 
ty was  delivered  of  au  infanta,  who  has  been  christ- 
ened by  the  names  of  Maria  Isabella  Louisa  [This 
is  a “bitter  pill”  for  the  legitimate  friends  of  the 
“adored”  king!] 

ITALY.  I The  differences  between  the  Turks  and  Russians 

Eruption  of  Vesuvius. — An  article  from  Naples,  are  likely  to  be  amicably  settled,  and  a negociation 
dated  July  20,  says — “The  present  eruptions  of  ’ ' • ■ - 


The  emperor  of  Russia  has  ordered  an  establish- 
ment at  Petersburgh  for  teaching  tlie  Oric;itrd  lan- 
guages. 

To  the  30th  of  June  there  had  entered  tiie  port 
of  Cronstadt  one  thousand  ships,  'fhere  are  hut 
few  examples  of  so  great  a degree  of  activity  ever 
having  taken  place  in  that  port  before. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  has  reduced  his  army  to 
the  peace  establishment. 

The  emperor  Alexander  was  on  the  eve  of  leav. 
ing  St.  Petersburgh  for  eighteen  month.s,  on  a tour 
of  inspection  through  the  southern  provinces  of  his 
! immense  dominions. 


Vesuvius  are  astonishing.— Copper,  iron,  alkaline 
acid,  sulphur,  sulpimric  acid,  chalk,  and  ammoniac, 
form  salts  that  are  sometimes  in  a mass,  and  some- 
times divided.  It  is  observed  that  copper  is  very 
much  mixed  with  volcanic  matter;  quantities  of  it 
are  found  among  ihe  different  kinds  of  lava.  Vesu- 
vius, which  since  the  year  1813,  has  been  more  or 
less  in  a state  of  commotion,  has  entirely  covered 
its  former  crater  with  a thick  crust,  over  which 
the  new  eruptions  hare  thrown  two  little  moun- 


is  sain  to  be  on  foot  for  engaging  the  Sublime  Porte 
to  permit  the  free  passage  of  the  Dardanelles  to  all 
ve.ssels  paying  a moderate  duty. 

The  Russian  envoy  at  the  Brazils,  is  said  to  have 
taken  oHence  and  left  that  country. 

The  American  minister  in  Russia  is  treated  with 
great  distinction,  and  it  is  thought  important  iie- 
gociations  are  in  progress. 

TCnuXT. 

Intelligence  from  Constantinople  .states  that  the 
Klava  Bey,  or  mmislcr  of  the  interior,  had  beer* 
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suddenly  dismissed  and  sent  into  exile — cause  not 
known. 

AT-RICA. 

The  death  of  capt.  Campbell,  with  the  bad  health 
of  the  second  in  the  expedition,  seems  to  have  de- 
feated the  new  endeavor  to  explore  the  interior  of 
Africa: 

BARB  ART. 

A Paris  paper  of  A>ig.  24  says — *^Authentic  let- 
ters from  the  coast  of  Barbary  announce  a real  tri- 
umph for  civilization. — For  some  years  the  bey  of 
Tunis  has  subjected  to  quarantine  the  vessels  that 
come  from  Egypt  or  from  other  infected  countries. 
Irately  a vessel  filled  with  pilgrims  who  were  infect- 
ed has  been  burnt.  It  was  these  pilgrims  who,  hav- 
ing violated  tlieir  quarantine,  and  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains, spread  the  contagion  in  Africa. — At  the  same 
time,  after  the  example  of  the  bey  of  Tunis,  the 
dey  of  Algiers,  yielding  to  the  pressing  entrea*ie.s 
of  the  French  consul,  has  ordered  all  those  suspect- 
ed  of  infection  to  be  taken  and  subjected  to  a spe- 
cies of  quarantine  aboard  of  an  Isolated  vessel,  un- 
der  strict  watch.  It  were  to  be  wished  that,  for 
the  sake  of  humanity,  this  example  were  followed 
by  the  other  states  of  Turkey:  and  why  shomld  not 
Christian  Princes  unite  in  demanding,  as  a great 
European  benefit,  the  establishment  of  a quaran- 
tine law  in  all  the  countries  where  contagion  reigns.? 
If  there  really  exists  in  the  law  of  nations  a right 
by  which  one  state  is  authorized  to  demand  from 
another  the  removal  of  a dangerous  enemy,  there  is 
no  reason  why  such  authority  should  not  be  exerted 
to  remove  a scourge  which  is  perpetually  renewing, 
to  desolate  the  countries  in  which  it  originates,  and 
which  threatens  every  instant  such  frightful  rava- 
ges to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

[The  Turks,  it  will  be  recollected,  are  such  ab- 
solute predestinarians  as  to  hold  it  sinful  to  use 
any  means  to  avert  the  plague,  &c.] 

ST.  MATTBBW. 

St.  Helena,  June  20.  H.  M.  ship  Julia  arrived 
here  on  the  15th  inst.  from  a cruise  in  search  of  the 
Island  of  St.  Matthero,  hid  down  in  some  charts, 
but  which  she  ascertained  does  not  exist. 

[This  island  is  described  in  Geography  as  lying 
about  300  miles  N.  E.  of  Ascension — said  to  have 
been  discovered  by  the  Portuguese,  who  planted  it 
and  possessed  it  for  some  time,  and  afterwards  de- 
serted it — and  as  remaining  uninhabited.  Did  it 
ever  exist,  or  has  it  disappeared.?] 

SOUTH  SEA  ISLANDS. 

A French  paper  mentions  that  the  American  ship 
Mary,  which  arrived  at  the  port  of  Havre  in  May  last 
from  China,  having  been  a year  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
touched  at  the  Marquesas  Islands.  A number  of 
persons  having  come  on  board  the  ship  while  atone 
of  these  islands,  the  crew  thought  they  might  safe- 
ly go  on  shore  unarmed;  but  these  insular  Anthro- 
pophagi immediately  killed  two  of  them  and  ate 
them.  The  captain  in  consequence  retained  three 
of  the  islanders,  and  they  were  still  on  board  the 
ship  on  her  arrival  in  France,  having  on  their  pas- 
sage become  good  sailors.  Although  they  had 
been  humanely  treated,  they  were  constantly  afraid 
that  the  captain  intended  to  eat  them.  One  of  them 
pretended  that  he  was  one  of  the  princes  of  the 
country.  The  bodies  of  all  of  them  were  tattooed. 

Host.  Daily  Advertiser, 

*‘SPAmSH  AMERICA  ** 

Talcahuana,  the  last  place  on  the  coast  of  Chili 
possessed  by  the  royalists,  was  taken  by  the  patriots 
about  middle  of  May. 

The  Havana  government  journal  of  the  8th  Sep- 
tember, contains  a proclamation  by  Don  Juan  Ruiz, 
governor  of  Mexico,  6cc.  &c.  dated  12th  Julyi  1817 


•—in  whi(^,  after  a preamble,  setting  forlh  lie  hopr- 
leas  condition  of  the  traitors  Mina,  Mier,  Tover> 
and  Moreno,  he  shows  how  littfe  the  government 
have  to  fear  from  them,  by  the  following  mandates 

“1st.  None  sliall  aid  or  assist  in  any  way  the 
traitor  Mina  under  penalty  of  death,  and  the  con- 
fiscation of  his  property,  one  third  of  which  shall 
go  into  the  royal  treasury,  one  third  towards  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  army,  and  the  other  third 
to  the  informer. 

“2d.  Any  faithful  subject  of  our  lord  the  king 
who  shall  apprehend  the  traitor  Mina,  and  deliver 
him  to  any  military  commander,  or  to  the  royal 
ju.stice,  shall  receive  a reward  of  Jive  hundred  clol^ 
lara. 

“3d,  If  the  person  who  apprehends  him  be  a 
soldier,  he  shall  be  immediately  promoteil:  and  if 
any  of  the  rebels  themselves  siiall  do  this,  he  Kigali 
receive  pardon  for  Lis  crimes  in  addition  this  re- 
ward. 

“4th.  One  hundred  dollars  will  be  given  for  the 
apprehension  of  every  follower  of  the  traitor  Mina; 
and  whoever  of  them  shall  voluntarily  return  to  Ills 
duty,  shall  in  addition,  have  full  pardon. 

“5th  Fifty  dollars,  and  a free  pardon,  shall  be 
given  to  every  rebel  who  shall  deliver  himself  with 
his  arms,  to  any  of  the  royal  commanders,  or  any  of 
the  courts  of  justice.** 

From  this  it  would  appear,  that  the  situation  of 
and  his  band  of  patriots,  is  not  so  desperate 
as  the  government  have  represented  it. 

The  English  ship  Tw'o  Friends,  for  South  An^eri- 
ca,^  having  on  board  97  British  officers,  proceeding 
to  join  the  patriots,  has  touched  at  Madeira.  Suc- 
cess to  them — for  they  are  really  about  to  fight  for 
liberty  and  in  a good  cause. 

BRAZIL. 

The  “incestuous  beast,**  as  the  king  of  Portugal 
is,  probably  with  truth  but  not  very  courteously, 
called,  has  discovered  that  most  of  the  -wealthy  citi- 
zens of  Pernambuco  were  engaged  in  the  late  insur- 
rection, and  is  putting  them  to  death  for  the  sake 
of  their  estates,  which  he  confiscates. 

A Portuguese  74  and  a frigate,  bound  to  tlie  Bra- 
zils, having  on  board  an  Austrian  princess  betrothed 
to  the  prince  royal  of  Portugal,  passed  Gibraltar 
September  2,  from  Leghorn. 

SPECIE. 

Europe  seems  to  have  abundance  of  specie — Its 
value  of  course,  has  depreciated.  In  Paris  good 
notes  were  discounted  at  less  than  five  per  cent. — 
In  Amsterdam  and  London  at  four;  and  at  Hamburg 
at  three  and  an  half  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  bank 
of  England  had  given  intimations  that  it  would 
shortly  discount  at  four  per  cent. 


Peace  Society. 

Correspondence  hetneen  the  JHassachusetts  Peace  So- 
ciety and  the  Emperor  of  liussia  and  Prince  Gdl- 
litzin, 

FROM  THE  CORRESPONDING  8ECHETART  TO  THE  EMPEROR 

Brighton,  (‘near  Boston, J April  9,  1817 
Sir — The  friendly  disposition  which  you  have 
manifested  in  favor  of  the  Christian  religion  and  the 
peace  of  the  world,  has  encouraged  this  address. — 
The  very  week  in  which  the  holy  league  of  the  three 
sovereigns  was  officially  announced  in  Russia,  a so- 
ciety was  formed  in  Boston,  by  the  name  of  the 
Massachusetts  Peace  Society,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  disseminate  the  very  principles  avowed  in  the 
wonderful  alliance,  and  to  do  whatever  may  lawful- 
ly be  done  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  war,  and 
to  promote  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  among 
men. 
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I taV.e  the  li!)criy  to  present  a copy  of  all  the  pvib- 
lications  which  have  been  circulated  by  tl)e  socie- 
ty. From  these  you  may  obtain  information  of  the 
state  of  tlie  society,  the  number  of  its  members  at 
the  close  of  the  first  year,  and  its  prospects.  The 
first  annual  report,  and  the  list  of  officers  and  men- 
bers.  are  contained  in  the  seventh  number  of  a Friend 
of  Peace.  Many  members  have  since  been  added 
— a new  society  has  since  been  formed  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  At  least  four  Peace  Societies  have 
been  organized  in  the  United  States — others  are 
about  forming.  Besides  tl^ese,  we  have  in  ou?  coun- 
try nearly  one  thousand  congregations  of  Friends 
or  Quakers,  which  we  regard  as  so  many  Peace  So- 
cieiies,  by  profession  and  practice. 

The  pamphlets  your  m.tjesly  will  be  pleased  to 
accept  as  a token  of  the  veneraliou  and  esteem  in 
wliicli  your  character  is  held  by  the  friends  of  peace 
in  this  country. 

In  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society, 
NOAIi  WOIICESTER,  Cor.  Sec. 
ffit>  majeciy^  A£exa-ni)£r,  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias. 


I Societies;  for  it  is  only  in  proportion  as  the  divine 
.'and  peaceable  principles  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
I Christ  prevail  in  the  hearts  of  men,  that  lasting  and 
j universal  peace  can  be  expected.  A Messed  period, 
iis  promised  in  the  word  of  God,  when  men  sliall 
Hearn  tlie  art  of  war  no  more.  This  period  1 under- 
I stand  to  be  the  same  as  that  in  which  it  is  prophesi- 
:ed  that  all  men  shall  know  the  Lord,  even  from  ilie 
I least  unto  tlie  gre.atest,  and  that  the  earth  shall  be 
I full  of  tl»e  knowledge  of  the  Lord.  These  latter 
[promises  seem  to  be  daily  fulfilling  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world,  by  the  exertion  of  Bible  and  other 
! Christian  societies,  to  disseminate  among  men  the 
I saving  and  pacific  principle.s  of  Jesus  Christ.  They 
I are  preparing  the  way  for  your  society’s  gaining  its 
j object — peace — universal  peace — when  men  sliall 
learn  the^art  of  war  no  more.  Most  earnestly  pray- 
ing for  every  blessing  to  accompany  your  labor,  m 
promoting  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  among  men, 
1 sbwll  reckon  it  a peculiar  honor  to  be  among  the 
members  of  such  a humane  society.  I remain,  sir^ 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

PRINCE  ALEX.  GALLITZTN. 


THE  EMPF.HOll’s  AXSW'EH. 

Sin — Your  letter  in  behalf  of  the  Massachusetts 
Peace  Society,  with  the  books  accompanying  it, 
were  received.  The  object  which  this  philanthro- 
pic institution  has  in  view,  the  disseminatioa  of  the 
pri&ciples  of  peace  and  amity  among  men,  meets  i 
with  my  cordial  approbation.  My  endeavors  toj 
promote  peace  and  good  will  among  the  nations  are 
already  known;  and  the  power  and  influence  whicli 
Almighty  God  has  committe  1 to  me,  shall  ever  be 
employed,  I trust,  in  striving  to  secure  to  the  na- 
tions the  blessings  of  that  peace  which  they  now 
enjoy. 

Considering  the  object  of  your  society,  the  pro- 
motion of  peace  among  mankind,  as  one  so  eminent- 
ly congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Cwrist,  1 liave  judged  it  proper  to  express  these 
my  sentiments  respecting  your  labors,  in  answer  to 
your  communication  to  me  on  this  subject. 

ALEXANDER. 

Rev.  Noau  WoncESTEH,  Sec.  of  Mass.  Peace  Son. 

St.  Petersburg,  July  4,  1817. 

EETTER  TO  PflIKCE  QALLTTZIX. 

Brighton,  f near  Boston, JJpvil  9,  1817. 

Sir — Your  name  is  known  and  revered  in  Ameri- 1 
ca  as  the  president  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society. 
The  confidence  which  your  excellent  official  letters 
have  inspired,  induces  roe  to  send  for  your  perusal 
all  the  publications  which  have  been  circulated  by 
the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society.  Similar  copies 
will  accompany  these  for  your  worthy  emperor. 
The  noble  ground  which  he  has  taken  in  the  holy 
league,  has  greatly  encouraged  the  hearts  of  the 
friends  of  piuce  in  this  country.  As  the  pam- 
phlets will  give  you  information  of  the  prospects  of 
the  Peace  Society,  I shall  only  express  the  hope 
whicli  is  entertained,  tliat  your  name  will  be  enrol- 
led among  the  avowed  friends  of  peace,  and  there 
shine  with  as  great  lustre  as  it  has  done  among  the 
presidents  of  national  Bible  societies. 

NOAH  AVORCESTER,  Cor.  Sec.  M.  P.  S. 

Mis  excel,  prince  Alexander  Gallitzin. 

ANSWER  OP  PRINCE  GALLITZIH. 

Sir — I received  yoiu*  letter  of  the  9tti  April,  Avith 
the  numbers  of  the  Friend  of  Peace  accompanying  i 
H,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Parsons:  for  which  1 return 
you  my  hearty  thanks.  The  object  which  your  so- 
ciety has  in  view,  is  of  great  importance  to  the  well 
being  and  happiness  of  the  human  race.  Indeed  it 
8«ems  to  me  te  nbnost  the  same  os  that  of  Bible 


To  Rev.  Noah  Worcester,  Sec.  of  Mass.  Peace  Soci. 

St.  Petersharg,  July  4,  1817. 

At  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Massachusetts 
Peace  society.  Sept.  25,  the  foregoing  correspon- 
dence was  communicated,  and  by  them  ordered  to 
be  published.  If  the  editors  of  newspapers  shall 
see  fit  to  republish  it,  the  officers  of  the  Peace  So- 
ciety will  be  gratified,  and,  it  is  hoped,  that  the 
cause  of  peace  will  be  promoted. 


Inland  Navigation. 

from  the  RICHMOND  ENaUIllER. 

Communication  of  t'le  East  and  West. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 

**Jvenaivha,  August  20 — The  editorial  remarks  in 
the  Enquirer  of  the  8th  inst.  have  induced  me  to 
inclose  to  you  a copy  of  a memorial  intended  to  be 
circulated  in  tlie  counties  immediately  interested 
in  effecting  the  objects  of  which  it  treats. — That 
this  subject  has  not  been  heretofore  taken  up  in 
the  metropolis,  has  been  to  roe  matter  of  much 
regret — To  carry  a measure  of  such  importance 
either  with  the  people  or  their  representatives, 
requires  a combination  of  talents  and  weight  of 
character,  to  which  an  obscure  and  distant  county 
can  have  no  pretensions;  all  that  we  can  hope  for 
is  to  arouse  the  attention  of  your  citizens,  who  in 
conjunction  with  the  imposing  influence  of  the 
country,  bordering  on  James  river,  might  effect 
mucli. 

“A  memorial  to  congress,  praying  the  aid  and 
co-operation  of  the  general  government,  is  also  pre- 
pared, and  will  be  circulated  in  Ohio  and  Kentuck}', 
as  well  as  in  Virginia — in  each  of  which  states  the 
most  friendly  disposition  is  manifested  towards  the 
measure.” 

To  the  honorable  speaker,  and  gentlemen  of  the  hou^e 
of  delegates  of  the  coirmonioeaUh  of  Virginia. 

Tlie  memorial  of  the  underwiiten  inhabitants  o'f 
the  country  bo.^dering  on  the  James  river  and  its 
branches,  tl.e  Greenbrier,  the  New  River,  the 
Keuawha  and  the  Ohio,  respectfully  represents: 

Tliat  your  memorialists  feeling  in  common  with 
every  citizen  of  these  states,  the  great  importange 
of  uniting  the  AVestern  and  Eastern  Territories  of 
this  republic,  by  the  strongest  ties,  at  a time  when 
almost  the  whole  world  are  at  peace,  and  a laud- 
able spirit  of  improvement  appears  to  actuate  every 
pari  of  the  cojwounity,  beg  leave  briefly  to  state 


12G 


xNlLES' REGIB  r£R-^(KlTOBER  IS,  i8l7— INLAND  NAVIGATION. 


to  your  honorable  body  their  claim  to  a portion  oP 
yonr  attention  and  consideration^ 

Residing'  in  a country  conlig-uouB  to  the  two 
great  rivers  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
Giilf  of  Mexico,  most  nearly  approaching  each 
other,  and  in  the  view  of  your  memorialists  most 
susceptible  of  such  improvements  as  will  ensure  a 
valuable  and  permanent  commercial  intercourse, 
they  feel  a confidence  that  the  application  they  now 
make  to  your  honorable  body  will  not  be  unavail- 
ing towards  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  so 
important  in  a general  point  of  view,  and  so  in- 
teresting  and  desirable  in  relation  to  a great  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  and  Eastern  country.  Your 
memorialists  ask  leave  to  state,  and  the  able  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  an  act 
of  the  Virginia  assembly  will  shew,  that  the  James 
river  is  capable  of  being  made  navigable  for  boats 
of  considerable  burthen  to  the  mouth  of  Dunlap’* 
creek — and  even  some  miles  higher  by  an  increased 
expense;  that  an  artificial  road  may  be  formed  with 
an  unusual  facility,  the  ascent  of  which  will  not  be 
more  than  aa  angle  of  five  degrees  with  the  hori- 
zon— atul  the  length,  if  only  carried  to  the  nearest 
waters  of  Greenbrier  river  susceptible  of  naviga- 
tion, will  not  exceed  thirty  miles;  or  if  extended 
to  the  navigable  waters  of  tlie  Great  Keuawha, 
below  the  great  falls  of  that  river,  will  not  exceed 
one  hundred  miles;  from  which  latter  point,  the 
w'aters  descending  with  a bold,  but  gentle  current, 
for  an  hundred  miles,  mingle  with  the  Ohio,  and 
afford  a free  navigation  for  boats  of  a large  size  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  great  benefit  of  connecting  territories  so 
extensive,  so  fertile,  and  so  diversified  in  climate, 
soil  and  productions,  supersedes  the  necessity  of 
many  comments  from  your  memorialists. 

By  improving  the  navigation  cf  James  river, 
ab*jve  the  chartered  limits  of  the  company  incor- 
porated by  this  state,  to  the  highest  practicable 
point  of  navigation;  by  forming  an  artificial  road 
to  tlie  nearest  navigable  waters  cf  the  Greenbrier 
river;  by  removing  the  obstructions  which  exist 
from  the  mouth  of  the  latter  to  ihe  great  falls  of  the 
Kenawha,  or  by  exiending  the  artificial  road  to  the 
last  mentioned  point,  an  inland  communication 
would  be  opened,  almost  at  all  times  practicable 
from  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi. 

To  give  impulse  to  the  industry  and  enterprizc 
♦f  the  inhabitants  of  so  large  a section  of  the  re- 
public, to  open  new  markets  for  the  ricli  and 
diversified  productions  of  agriculture,  reared  in  a 
territory  of  mw  e than  two  thousand  miles  in  extent, 
to  foster  manufactories  established  at  great  hazard, 
and  prosecuted  at  vast  expense  (ail  which  results 
will  undoubtedly  follow  the  completion  of  this  im- 
provement,) will  not  be  unworthy  of  the  legislature 
©f  the  ancient  dominion  of  Virginia. 

Whoever  has  turned  his  attention  to  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  country,  throughout  which  the  pro- 
posed ©ommunication  is  intended  to  pass,  will  have 
perceived  bow  bountiful  nature  has  been  to  it  of 
her  choicest  gifts:  A soil  inexhaustibly  productive 

of  every  necessary  of  life,  with  mines  of  salt,  coal, 
nitre  and  iron,  awaiting  only  the  fostering  care  of 
the  government  to  make  them  extensively  useful 
to  a large  portion  of  the  United  States.  The  fore- 
sight of  man  is  too  limited  to  penetrate  the  veil 
which  obscures  the  consequences  of  tiie  most  laud- 
able undertakings;  nevertlieless,  there  are  advan- 
tages which  must  necessarily  result  from  the  ac- 
complishment  of  this  great  national  work,  too 
obvious  not  t«  be  clearly  foreseen,  and  as  your 


memorialists  humbly  hope,  too  important  not  to 
"ngage  the  serious  attention  of  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, however  imperfectly  they  may  be  presented 
to  ils  view. 

Approximating  the  numerous  cities  and  towns  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  its  waters,  Baltimore,  Annapo- 
lis, Wasliington,  Georgetown,  Alexandria,  Norfolk, 
Richmond,  Lynchburg,  and  various  others  of  much 
importance,  though  less  prominent,  to  the  equally 
flourishing  cities  and  towns  of  the  naw  countries-, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  head  of  the 
Oliio — New-Orleans,  Natchez,  Louisville,  Cincinna- 
ti, Marysville,  Marietta  and  Pittsburg,  and  all  the 
intermediate  villages  and  establisliracnis,  by  means 
of  an  easy  and  safe  inland  navigation,  much  more 
than  two  thousand  miles  in  extent,  intersec*^ed  only 
by  a poPtage  of  30  miles,  on  one  plan  of  improve- 
ment;,  and  not  .exceeding  au  hundred  on  the  most 
extensive  plan,  as  practicable  of  improvement,  pre- 
senting a few  difficulties,  and  .rfibrding  as  great  a 
store  of  materials,  both  of  stone  and  timber,  as  is  to 
be  found  in  any  part  of  these  states  of  the  same  ex- 
tent; open  views  of  prosperity,  happiness  and  ad- 
vantage, national  and  individual,  the  extent  of  which 
it  would  be  equally  difficult  to  describe,  or  to  fore- 
see. 

In  a commercial  point  of  view,  instead  ofu  hazard- 
ous voj^age  coastwise,  from  the  various  Atlantic 
ports  to  the  Mississippi,  and  in  numei'ous  cases  a 
protracted  inland  navigation  against  streams  fur  a 
thousand  or  two  thousand  miles,  or  a slow  and  dif- 
ficult convey.ance  in  wagg’ons,  from  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  to  three  hundred  miles,  to  the  upper  points 
of  western  navigation,  the  immense  quantities  of 
rieh  merchandize,  consumed  in  the  west,  as  well 
as  the  various  manufactures  of  the  Atlantic  towns, 
will  be  transported  through  the  very  heart  of  the 
republic,  at  ha.lf  the  expense,  in  a short  time,  and 
at  little  hazard,  by  an  easy  and  safe  ascending  navi- 
gation from  Richmond  by  the  James  river  to  the 
base  of  the  Alleghany,  across  that  mountain  by  a 
portage  from  thirty  to  a hundred  miles,  to  the  near- 
est navigable  western  river,  and  thence  by  the  cur- 
rents of  Kenawha,  tliC  Ohio,  and  the  Mi.ssisaippi, 
to  their  various  places  of  destination,  affording  aw 
employment,  bread  and  wealth  to  a large  number 
of  all  the  diversified  classes  of  your  citizens. 

Conversely,  many  of  the  v.aluable  products  of  the 
fields,  and  the  forests  of  the  extensive  countries 
washed  by  these  waters,  will  find  their  w’ay  through 
the  same  channel,  the  Atlantic  ports  opening  new 
and  advantageous  markets,  and  reciprocally  bene- 
fiting the  western  cultivator  and  the  eastern  mer- 
diant.  In  a political  poiiit  of  view,  tlje  benefits 
w'hicb  must  result  from  a free  intercourse  betw'eeii 
different  sections  of  the  republic  are  not  less  ob- 
vious. 

The  reaiprocal  interchange  of  friendly  sentiments 
and  friendly  acts,  natur-lly  exercised  by  men  in  the 
mutual  persuit  of  profit  and  convenience,  binds 
man  to  man,  family  to  family,  arul  nation  to  nation, 
by  the  most  indissoluble  ties. 

The  good  policy  of  cherishing  these  amiable  dis- 
positions, and  of  binding  together  the  citizens  of 
the  most  remote  parts  of  this  extensive  country,  by 
t)ie  strong  fetters  of  interest  and  affection,  is  too 
plain  to  require  illustrution. 

Believing,  as  your  memoriallsrs  do,  that  the  ad- 
vantages at  least,  which  they  have  suggested,  w'ill 
result  from  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  work, 
they  are  so  desirous  to  see  effected,  and  believing 
likewise  it  will  be  practicable  to  accomplish  it,  un- 
der the  patron.tge  of  ih.e  general  government  and 
witfetU?  liberal  a|d  of  tUi  state,  ,combined  with  in- 
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lilCiAKI)  Catox,"^ 

Isaac  M’Kiw,  C 

JOUX  IlOFiMAX,  j 


esquires. 


CHROMCLK. 

Pennsylvania  election.  The  election  for  (covern/ir 

in^  are  all  tlit 


dividual  enterprize  and  capital,  which  various  inte-  j sideration,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  geiUleir.en,  yoi 
rests  and  effor'.s  may  be  united  and  concentrated  obedient  servant,  STEPHEN  HECArUli. 

by  incorporating-  a company  on  liberal  principles 
and  with  adeqii  «te  capital;  allowing  .such  tolls  as 
may  induce  capitalists  to  make  investments  in  the 
stock. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respectfully  ask  of 
of  the  legislature  that  a law  may  be  passed  incor- 

poratlng  a co.p.n;  for  improving  the  navigation  ofi  lil,-;;,' 

the  James  nver  auove  the  limits  oftiie  James  river  i j"  ,i>  . 

. . j ...  . returns  tliat  have  reaciiecl  us. 

company,  fur  cpcniiig  and  constructing  a turnpike 

road  from  the  highest  point  of  navigation  on  the  wa- 
ters ofJamee  river,  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  waters 
of  the  great  Kenawha  susceptible  of  navigation;  and 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  latter  river  and 
Its  watet's  to  Uieir  cou^uence  with  the  Ohio,  under 
.such  restrictions  and  limitations,  as  to  your  lionora- 
ble  body  shall  seem  just  and  right:  That  the  coin- 
monwcalUi  may  liberally  vest  her  funds  in  the  stock 
of  such  company,  and  tliat  the  government  of  the 
United  States  may  be  invited  to  patronize  the  woikj 
by  becoming  stockholders  to  such  amount  as  wiili 
secure  confidence  and  effect  to  the  enterprize. 


our 


Findlay 


■Majorities. 


If  ie.ster, 

4dr 

6-14 


616 


City  of  Philadelphia 
County  of  do. 

Delaware  county, 

Chester 
Franklin 
Da'iphin 
Cumberland 
York  (above) 

Montgomery — in  part"  244 
Bucks  do. 

l.rf>noaster  do. 

Adams 

So  far  as  tlie  returns  are  received,  they  are  sup- 
posed to  be  favorable  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Find- 
lay. The  Democratic  Press,  (the  only  paper  that 
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Commodore  Decatur. 

Baitimoiik,  Sept.  29,  1817. 

Bear  sir — On  the  part  of  a number  of  our  fellow  , . ... 

citizens,  we  request  y'ou  to  accept  a service  of  plate  an  opinion  on  the  subject)  says,  confidently', 

■ of  Baltimore  workmanship,  which  we  have  the  plea-  Biat  he  is  eleoted. 

sure  of  transmitting  to  you  with  tliis  letter.  It  isj  MAurtAxu  klection.-— -The  followicg  is  a state- 

intended  by  the  contributors  as  a testimonial  of  the  representation  of  the  counties \x\oi  of 

their  respect  for  your  private  virtues,  and  gratitude rKortE]  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  the  iiouse 


for  your  distinguished  public  services — more  espe 
daily  those  rendered  in  the  late  war  with  Algiers, 
which  by  a singular  uniou  of  vigor  and  skill  in  your 
measures,  and  of  prudence  and  magnanimity  in  your 
conduct,  was  brought  to  a termination  inThe  high- 
est degree  useful  and  glorious  to  your  country. 

In  expressing  to  you  on  the  part  of  the  contribu- 
tors these  sentiments,  in  which  we  fully  participate, 
we  perform  a duty  enjoined  on  us  by  them  and 
highly  gratifying  to  ourselves. 

Witli  the  greatest  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to 
be,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

RICHARD  CATON, 


. of  delegates  for  the  years  1815  and  1817. 


Com.  Stephen  Decatur. 


ISAAC  M’KIM, 
JOHN  HOFFMAN, 


Washixgtox,  October  3,  1817. 

Genilemen — 1 have  been  honored  with  your  com- 
munVeation  of  the  29  th  ult.  accompanied  by  the  splen- 
did .service  of  plate  which  a number  of  tiie  citizens 
of  Balliniore  liave  done  me  the  honor  to  present  to 
me. 

I beg  you  to  assure  them,  that  I have  a full  sense 
of  this  generous  testimony  of  their  esteem  and  par- 
tiality. 

I will  not  deny  to  you  the  high  gratification  I 
h.ave  derived  from  tl»e  marked  approbation  they 
have  been  pleased  to  express  of  my  conduct.  My 
object  through  a service  of  nearly  twenty  years,  has 
keen  to  merit  the  good  opinion  of  ray  countrymen; 
and  the  evidence  which  you  have  furnished  me  of 
the  success  of  ray  exertions,  leaves  me  little  else  to 
desire. 

I beg  you,  gentlemen,  for  yourselves  to  accept 
my  warmest  thanks  for  the  gr-atifying  manner  in 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  known  to  me 
the  favorable  sentiments  of  the  citizens  of  Balti- 
more, rendered  the  more  acceptable  from  tjie  graci- 
ous manner  in  which  they  have  been  communicated. 
If  ith  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem  and  coa- 
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COUSTIES. 

Fed. 

Rep. 

Fed. 

Rep. 

St.  Mary’.s, 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Charles, 

. 4 

0 

4 

0 

Calvert,  . 

4 

0 

4 

9 

P.  George’s,  . 

. 4 

0 

4 

0 

Montgomery,  . 

4 

0 

4 

. 0 

Anne  Arundel, 

. 0 

4 

0 

4 

Annapolis  City, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Baltimore,  . 

, 0 

4 

0 

4 

Baltimore  City, 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Frederick,  . 

. 4 

0 

1 

3 

Washington, 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Alleghany,  . 

. 4 

0 

4 

0 

Harford,  ‘ • 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Cecil,  . 

. 4 

0 

4 

0 

Kent, 

4 

0 

4 

0 

Queen  Ann«, 

. 0 

4 

: 0 

4 

Cai-oline, 

4 

0 

: 0 

4 

4’albot,  . 

. 4 

0 

: 0 

4 

Dorchester, 

4 

0 

: 4 

0 

Somersetf, 

. 4 

0 

: 4 

0 

Worcester, 

4 

0 

: 4 

0 

56 

24 

45 

35 

Federal  majority  in  1816  S3 

1817  10 

Tennessee  election.  This  state  is  divided  into  t'vo 
sections,  called  east  and  west  Tennessee.  Tlie 
voles  for  governor  at  the  lute  election  stood  thus — 
East  'F.  AVest  T.  Total. 
14,232  14,170  23,402 

1,274  14,185  15.,460 

Majority  for  M'Minn,  12,942 
Connecticut — We  see  a good  deal  in  the  Connec- 
ticut papers  about  the  ‘‘stand  up  larj.'*'  It  appears 
to  have  some  relation  to  the  sutirages  of  tlie  peo- 
ple. We  would  thank  some  of  our  friends  if  they 
would  tell  us  what  it  is. 


For  gov.  bT‘Mlnn, 
Mr.  Foster 
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West’s  picture — Tlie  celebrated  picture  of  “Christ 
iiealing-  the  sick  in  the  'Pemple,”  presented  by  Mr. 
"West  to  tlie  Pennsylvania  hospital,  and  for  the  re- 
ception and  exhibition  of  which,  a building;  has 
been  erected  on  the  premises  on  Spruce  street,  has 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  stdp  Eleclra  from 
London.  It  is  stated  tJiat  the  picture  was  insured 
for  three  thousand  guineas. 

Paintings. — Mr.  Yander  Lin,  from  France,  well 
known  as  an  historical  painter — a pupil  of  the  ce 
lebrated  David — luis  arrived  in  Boston,  bringing 
with  him  his  two  fine  paintings  of  Ariadne,  and 
Gains  Marius  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage. 

Uiiit&(l  States  and  Spain.  A Savannah  paper  says, 
“We  can  assert,  witliout  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  negociations  in  which  the  two  countries  (Spain 
and  tJie  United  States)  have  been  engaged  for  some 
years  back,  are  broken  off  ” 

The  ship  Parnesso,  of  New-Bedford,  for  Antwerp 
for  New  York,  with  about  40  passengers  on  board 
(^French  officers)  WJiS  taken  possession  of  by  them, 
wit)i  the  view  of  going  direct  to  Mexico,  to  join  tuc 
patriots;  but,  having  no  one  capable  of  navigatinf 
the  vessel,  they  were  forced  to  restore  the  captain 
to  his  command. 

The  Chesapeake  Bay.  Gen.  Swift,  Gen.  Bernard 
Gol.  Alcllae  and  Maj.  Armistead,  of  the  corps  of 
engineers,  and  Capt.  Elliot  of  the  nnvy,  have  bee: 
appointed  to  examine  tbe  defensible  points  acth, 
entrance  of  the  Chesape.Hke  B*y,  Hampton  Roads, 
See.  They  are  to  proceed  immediately  on  this  duty 
Bank  JVotes.  Five  dollar  notes  of  the  Schuylk  ill 
bank  (Philadelphia)  changed  m\.o ^fifty’s,  have  beei 
passed  in  Philadelphia,  and  are  so  well  executed  as 
to  have  been  deposited  in  the  other  banks  there. 
Tl’.is  is  another  evi  flowing  from  the  too  easy  ma- 
mifucture  of  bank  notes.  If  there  were  fewer  banks, 
the  people  would  the  more  certainly  be  acqnaiated 
with  the  proper  appearance  of  the  notes  of  the  dif- 
ferent denominations,  as  well  as  with  their  general 
ciiaracter. 

Adw  York  battery.  Gen.  Scott  has  stopped  the 
works  of  the  battery,  and  the  subject  is  referred 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  “A  shame- 
ful straggle  between  civil  and  military  authorities” 
was  expected,  and  the  General  prudently  gave  way, 
fbr  the  present — But  the  high  talk  of  .some  men  on 
ttie  occasion  was  enough  tp  have  urged  him  on. 

Safety. — The  steam  boat  Pngeuix,  on  Champlain, 
out  of  order,  in  consequence  of  the  force  of  the 
steam  opening  a crack  hi  her  boiler,  which  gradual 
ly  increased  until  the  water  therein  was  exnausted, 
without  personal  injury  to  any  one. 

Dr.  Muebride. — Among  the  deaths  at  Charleston, 
■by  the  prevailing  sickness,  that  of  Dr  Maebride  is 
lamented  as  a public  calamity.  He  appears  to  have 
been  a great  and  good  man — an  enlightened  and  hu- 
main  physician.  The  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society  of  Charleston,  in  honor  of  his  memory,  have 
agreed  to  wear  crape  for  30  days.  There  were  42 
deaths  by  the  fever  for  the  week  ending  on  the  2d 
Inst. 

Foreign  manners.— It  seems  that  one  pack  ol 
hounds  a^nd  another  pack  of  have  arrived  from 

England  at  New-York,  the  last  of  which  are  to  exhi- 
bit their  skill  for  money.  The  former  are  well 
enough — we  have  no  objections  to  them.  But  we 
shall  be  much  mistaken  in  the  morality  of  our  fellow 
citizens  and  as  to  the  vigilance  of  our  magislratei, 
if  those  low  wretches  are  quietly  permitted  to  beat 
and  abuse,  and  possibly  kill  one  another,  as  has  fre- 
quently happened  in  the  pre  sence  of  “no6Zes  and  di 
ruines”  in  England.  \V  e are  not  yet  fashionable  enough 
fbr  such  things  in  the  United  States: 


^ *‘Carraboo  concert.” — The  following  article,  the 
“cap  sheaf”  of  impudence,  was  gi-avely  inserted  in 
some  of  the  Philadelphia  papers,  as  a communica- 
tion”— 

*‘The  CaiTaboo  concert  ivhich  wfis  given  last 
night  at  the  Washington  Hall,  was  splendidly  illu- 
miiiated,  the  music  good,  and  the  vocal  performers 
exerted  themselves  in  a manner  whicli  gave  (gene- 
ral satisfaction.  In  part  first,  the  celebrated Mifis  C. 
made  her  appearance,  introduced  by  two  gentlemen 
— she  was  received  with  a general  burst  of  applause, 
and  her  appearance  and  manners  silenced  those  in- 
sinuations which  hAve  been  so  i.^dustriously  circu- 
lated to  injure  an  innocent  and  unoffending  female. — 
Paper  was  handed  to  her,  on  which  .she  wrote  a let- 
ter in  the  language  which  puzzled  the  universities 
of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  the  most  learned 
professors  of  the  oriental  languages  in  Great  Britain. 
Her  taking  leave  of  the  andlencein  the  language  of 
the  moon,  was  highly  applauded.” 

We  were  sincerely  mortified  with  tliis— to  think 
that  an  acknowledged  cheat  and  impos/or,  a creature 
of  so  questi'mable  a character,  should  liave  had  a 
“respectable.”  audience  to  hear  her  fooleries  in  a 
city  like  Philadelphia,  was  too  much;  but  we  were 
relieved  by  being  informed  that  the  money  received 
fell  fur  short  of  the  expenses  of  the  c®ncert — there 
not  being  fools,  or  knaves,  or  doubtful  females 
enough  in  that  city  to  support  a sister’s  cause. 

Died,  on  the  3d  inst.  at  Charleston,  Mass.  Col. 
Nathtuiiel  Hawkins,  a soldier  of  the  revolution. 
He  was  a native  of  Hliode  Island,  and  in  twelve 
hours  after  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington 
reached  his  native  village,  he  was  marching  at  the 
head  of  a volunteer  company  for  the  scene  of 
action — the  watchword  then  was,  “we  must  fight.” 

Emigration,  anecdote. — The  following  little  narra- 
tive savours  so  strongly  of  the  romantic,  that  we 
should  hesitate  in  believing  it,  had  we  not  been 
told  it  by  a gentleman  who  witnessed  part  of  the 
transaction: 

A person  who  had  made  a considerable  fortune 
in  Philadelphia,  as  a butcher,  went  on  board  one  of 
tiie  last  ships  from  Amsterdam,  which  had  a num- 
ber of  German  redemplioners,  for  the  purpose  of 
purcliasing  one  to  assist  liirn  in  his  business.  Af- 
ter examining  the  physiognomy  of  several  of  the 
passengers,  without  being  able  to  please  himself, 
his  attention  was  arrested  by  tli£  tranquil  and 
composed  countenance  of  a man  rather  advanced 
in  years,  but  with  much  appearance  of  strength  and 
aqtivity.  Not  less  pleased  with  the  conversation  of 
the  German  than  with  his  exLerior,  he  described 
the  purpose  for  which  he  wanted  a servant,  and 
obtained  the  man’s  consent  to  purchase  his  inden- 
tures, provided  he  would  also  purchase  those  of 
his  wife,  who  had  accompanied  him.  The  parties 
then  went  ashore  to  complete  the  busitiess,  at- 
ended  by  the  captain;  and  upon  the  names  of  the 
persons  being  mentioned,  to  insert  them  in  the 
writings,  they  were  the  same  with  those  of  the 
purchaser’s  fUther  and  mother;  and,  upon  fur- 
tlier  enquiry,  he  ascertained  them  to  be,  in  fact, 
his  father  and  mother,  the  latter  declaring,  that  if 
he  was  their  son,  he  had  a remarkable  mole  upon 
bis  left  arm — whicli  proved  to  be  the  case!  It  is 
added,  that  nothing  could  surpass  the  joy  of  all 
parties.  The  Providence  of  God  had  snatched  the 
venerable  pair  from  poverty  and  servitude,  and  con- 
ducted them  to  jilenty  and  independence,  under 
liie  protection  of  an  affectionate  son.  He,  it  seemi, 
bad  run  away  from  his  parents  v/hen  quite  a boy,  and 
from  the  continual  wars  in  Europe  neither  had  ever 
heard  of  the  other  since.  Ealeigh  Eeg. 
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Those  wlio  take  an  interest  in  the  “reform”  pro- 
pose <i  in  Engiaiu!,  will  find  a rich  treat  in  Burden's 
spe-jch,  inserted  in  the  present  number. 

mucli  respected  correspondent  is  rather 
impati<-nt  because  the  editor  has  not  yet  published 
tlie  concluding  number  on  “Political  F.coxomy” — 
having  “promised  himself  much  pleasure  and  pro- 
fit from  it.”  A severe  attention  to  another  brancli 
of  economy — an  indispensable  application  to  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  the  establisliment,  In  an  at- 
tempt to  bring  about  a general  settlement  of  the 
accounts  due  to  it,  has  prevented  the  lei.sure  neces- 
sary for  it,  and  especially  forbidden  a frame  of 
mind — that  perfect  retirement  from  all  other  busi- 
ness, without  which  no  one  can  safely  undertake 
the  managementof  Jlyures."  But  we  have 

now  nearly  finished  these  accounts,  and  are  pre- 
pared  for  the  more  easy  and  more  agreeable  mat- 
ter of  closmg  tiiem — and  shall  shortly  proceed  to 
complete  the  series,  so  favorably  received  by  tlie 
readers  of  the  liEfiisi  ER. 


Newspaper  Postage. 

'J'he  organization  and  object  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Statesis  essentially  dilFer- 
ent  from  that  of  any  other  in  the  world.  The 
constitution  was  adopted  by  THE  PEOPLE, 
for  their  own  use  and  beiieftt,  and  recognizes 
no  classes  or  casts  in  the  community — every 
citizen  being  supposed  to  possess  an  equality 
of  rights,  is  accepted  as  competent  to  fill  any 
office  whatever  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  or 
of  the  government,  with  the  solitary  exception 
that  the  president  shall  be  a native  born  citi- 
zen. With  such  an  organization  and  object, 
therefore,  every  law  or  regulation  at  variance 
with  the  will,  or  at  war  with  the  interests  of 
the  people,  is,  in  its  spirit,  null  and  void,  and 
ought  to  be  repealed,  in  most,  if  not  in  all  of 
the  governments  in  what  is  called  the  civilized 
world,  (our  own  excepted)  there  are  four  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  classes  of  society — 1,  those 
of  royal  blood;  2,  the  nobility;  3,  the  priest- 
hood; and,  4,  all  the  rest  of  tlie  population. 
As  the  first  three  exist  only  upon  and  through 
a denial  of  natural  rights  to  the  fourth, 
an  unholy  combination  is  formed  between  them 
to  carry  on  a perpetual  war  against  the  people 
— and  on  the  success  of  it  mainly  depends 
their  rank,  distinction  and  fortune.  And  so 
{hey  manage  it,by  blasphemous  interpretations 
of  the  will  of  Goa,  and  by  ail  sorts  of  lying  and 
falsehood,  together  with  the  jioiuer  tliereby  ob- 
tained over  an  ignorant  populace,  superadded 
to  the  force  of  the  mercenary  bayonet,  that  the 
silly  people  suppose  themselves  to  be  the  de- 
pendents instead  of  the  principals  in  the  sove- 
reignty; and  feel  grateful  for  the  relaxation  of 
an  oppressive  rule  or  regida'Hon  whidi  it  may 
VoB.  xUI.r— 9. 


have  appeared  to  have  been  tlie  policy  of  tlieir 
masters  to  adopt,  flut,  in  tlie  United  States, 
tlie  people,  in  their  collective  capacity,  are 
superior  even  to  the  con.stitution,  and  every 
law  must  necessarily  be  presumed  to  pass  for 
their  advantage.  I'liis  is  the  living  principle 
of  our  form  oi*  government,  and  as  it  fails  to 
operate  we  approach  towai-ds  despotism. 

These  remarks,  on  such  important  suUjects, 
may  be  considered  as  unnecessarily  extended 
to  apply  to  the  purpose  for  which  we  took  up 
the  pen: — but  their  principle  cannot  be  too 
strongly  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  all,  and 
they  afford  us  the  most  ready  a'giimcnts  in 
favor  of  oUr  proposition,  which  is—thut  the 
postage  on  newspapers  should  be  abolished  al- 
together. 

The  people,  for  their  own  convenience  and 
not  as  a source  of  revenue,  established  tlie  po»l- 
office  department,  and  their  whole  purpose  is 
accomplished  if  it  bears  its  own  expenses;— 
they  do  not  want  any  profit  from  it;— they 
would  rather  that  all  beyond  its  needful  dis- 
bursements slmuld  either  remain  witli  them- 
selves, or  be  immediately  reimbui  sed  to  them. 
It  is  very  true,  that  the  postage  at  pre-sent  col- 
lected on  newspapers,  does  not  defray  the  cost 
of  transporting  them — being  only  one  cent  for 
each,  for  any  distance  if  within  the  state  in 
which  they  are  published,  and  one  cent  and  an 
half,  if  carried  more  than  100  miles  and  not 
in  the  state  as  aforesaid — but  the  charge  made 
upon  letters  not  only  brings  up  the  deiicieiicy, 
but  creates  a considerable  profit  to  the  whole 
establishnient;--th.is  profit  is  sufficient  to  pa^" 
for  the  carriage  of  newspapers,  free  of  expense 
to  subscribers;  and,  in  my  opinion,  might  be 
best  appropriated  to  that  purpose.  For,  in  a 
government  of  laws  originating  In  the  people, 
it  is  of  the  first  consideraiioH  that  they  should 
be  enabled  to  act  understand ingly  on  every 
subject  presented  to  tliem;  and  it  seems  that 
newspapers  are  the  best  medium  through  which 
they  can  form  correct  opinions  of  men  and 
things.  That  tlie  freedom  of  the  press  is  much 
abused,  and  facts  much  distorted  by  it>  cannot 
admit  of  a doubt — for  printeis  are  not  only 
mere  men,  but  more  liable  than  other  persons 
to  be  acted  upon  by  crafty  and  dishonest  indi- 
viduals— still,  the  sober  reason  of  the  people 
at  large,  discriminates  between  truth  and  error, 
and  tne  press  remains  to  be  tlie  palladium  of 
civil  and  religious  rights.  It  is  more  power- 
ful than  the  sword — and,  m every  country,  i^ 
die  te-  ror  of  tyrants.  One  free  press  in  France 
and  anpther  in\Spain,  would,  of  their  own  ph}> 
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>ical  t'orce,  sink  the  Bourbons  into  tlieir  native 
iiisigniiicancc  in  six  months,  and  put  to  flight 
fhcir  hosts  of  soldiers  and  priests,  coalesced 
against  the  people. 

~ The  iWiistvious  Jpfferson,  seeing  hov/  import- 
ant it  was  that  lidit'should  pass  among  the  peo- 
ple unobstructed,  and  feeling  that  our  inesti- 
mabie  constitution  had  for  its  base  a virtuous 
and  enlightened  community,  long  since  pro- 
posed an  abolition  of  the  postage  on  newspa- 
pers. This  recommendation  did  not  prevail, 
because,  pe:haps,  it  was  thought  that  the  pit- 
tance required  for  transporting  them  was  too 
small  to  have  any  material  eflect  on  their  circu- 
lation. But  tins  was  a mistake — a little  thing 
will  prevent  a man  from  doing  that  which  he  is 
only  kalfA'iLdiued  to  do;  and  it  is  in  such  a hu- 
mor, probably,  that  two-thirds  of  the  subscrip- 
tions to  newspapers  are  made:  and,  what  is 
more  strange,  very  many  think  themselves  en- 
titled to  be  called  putYGiis,  and  assume  it  to 
t iemselves  as  a matter  of  grace  said  favor,  to 
meet  their  contracts  with  the  editors.  News- 
papers ai  e regarded  as  things  that  can  be  dis- 
pensed with— as  costing  money  that  might  be 
savetl.  So  is  the  schooling  of  our  children — 
vSO,  indeed,  are  nine-tenths  of  what  it  costs  us 
to  live.  Almost  any  man  might  lay  up  money 
every  vear  if  he  would  live  on  bread  and  water, 
and  clothe  himself  in  the  cheapest  majiner  he 
could: — but  what  of  that?  Who  would  live  like 
a brute  and  die  like  a beggar,  for  the  mere  plea- 
sure of  saving  money,  which  he  cannot  carry 
lienee  wdth  him— though,  like  a dead  weiglit,  it 
may  hang  upon  his  soul  at  the  last  moment  of 
his  inortal  existence?  There  arc  a few  such — 
live  or  ten  in  a million;  and  what  wretched 
creatures  are  they.^  Most  men,  sensible  that 
rhey  must  die,  are  disposed  to  enjoy  a little  of 
the'^friiits  of  their  toils;  and  nothing  is,  per- 
luips,  more  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  soci- 
ety, or  self-satisfaction  in  retirement,  than  a 
well-informed  and  virtuous  mind.  It  gives  a 
zest  to  all  tilings  in  prosperity,  and  is  the  best 
resource  in  adversity.  Newspapers,  though 
not  always  conducted  with  talents  and  respec- 
tability, are  tlm  best  possible  channels  for  ob- 
taining an  acquaintance  with  the  aftairs  of  tlie 
world,  and  to  implant  desires  in  the  hea*  t of 
youth  for  more  solid  readings,  as  he  goes  on  to 
maturity*  In, truth,  they  are  the  great  engine 
that  moves  the  moral  and  political  world,  and 
are  iiifluitely  powerful  to  establish  the  charac- 
ter of  a peoole,  as  well  as  to  preserve  their 
liberties;  anul  cannot  be  so  easily  dispensed 
with  as  some  persons  believe — unless,  indeed, 
ive  think  the  trouble  of  self-government  is  too 
great,  and  agree  to  transfer  the  pov/er  of  the 
state  to  the  few  that  are  ready  to  use  it  for 
th<ur  own  advantage. _ But  this  cannot  he  the 
win  of  the  people  of  the  United  States--yet 
observing, how  ever,  t!»e  too  general  repugnance 
to  reading  that  prevails  (though  it  prevails  less 
•virh  us  than  in  aiw  other  cmmtrv')  it  is  the  dutv 


of  those  who  feel  the  pleasure  and  profit  of  it, 
to  smootli  the  w'ay  to  it,  and  afl'ord  every  faci- 
lity that  light  and  knowledge  maybe  diffused. 
“An  armed  people  and  an  unarmed  magis- 
tracy,” said  Bickinson^  “is  the  best  guarantee 
of  freedom.”  And,  while  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple read  and  reason  and  reflect— while  the 
press  is  free  and  liberally  supported,  the  sword 
of  the  magistracy  is  pointless,  except  it  is  di- 
rected to  execute  the  ivill  of  the  people.  How 
important,  then,  is  it  that  that  will  should  re- 
sult from  an  enlightened  mind  ’• 

Ido  not  know  that  an  abolition  of  the  postage 
on  newspapers  w'ould  materially  promote  n»y 
personal  interest— but  I am  very  certain  that 
it  wmuid  cause  a great  increase  to  the  subscrip- 
tion lists  of  many  wmrthy  “bretliren  of  the 
type” — to  their  individual  profit  and  the  gene- 
ral good;  and  I hope  tliat  the  subject  may  be 
considered  at  the  next  session  of  congress- 
under  the  belief  that  there  is  no  possible  w'ay 
in  which  so  small  a sum  as  that  which  arises 
from  the  postage  oit newspapers,  by  way  of  re- 
venue, can  be  so  properly  suflered  to  remain 
with  the  people.  But  as,  if  notliing  were  re- 
ceived from  the  delivery  of  newspapers,  the 
post-masters  might  be  ino!  e careless  of  them 
than  they  are  at  present,  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  compensating  them  for  the  trouble  of 
attending  to  this  duty,  as  h.ei  etofore. 


Paulding,  an  W art  and  Williams* 

A work  has  lately  appeared  entitled  a “ Vin- 
dication of  the  captors  of  Major  dndre.^^  It 
contains  the  flicts  already  published  in  the  Re- 
gister, together  with  a letter  fi  om  the  late 
General  Meocander  Hamilton,  written  imme- 
diately after  tiie  execution  of  Andre,  with  a 
commentary  on  the  affair  by  the  compiler;  who 
is  Egbert  Benson,  esquire,  formerly  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  New- 
York — “a  venerable  man  of  pure  and  elevated 
views.” 

The  editors  of  the  American  Monthly  Ma- 
gazine and  Critical  Review,”  having  noticed 
this  compilation  in  an  illiberal  manner,  have 
provoked  a severe  replication  by  a writer  in 
the  “Columbian,”  who  seems  determined  to 
hurl  the  thunder  back  upon  the  accusers  of  the 
gallant  and  (now)  venerable  men  that  defeated 
the  foulest  treason  that  ever  disgraced  our 
country,  and  delivered  the  agent  of  it  into  the 
hands  of  justice.  He  observes — “on  the  subject 
of  Andre,  the  admirers  of  British  character — > 
of  British  policy — of  British  law — of  British 
talents — of  British  guineas — ^of  British  dry- 
goods — and  of  British  etery  thing,  hav.e  always 

been  very  sensitive” they  have  sometime& 

gone  so  far  as  to  censure  the  court  martial  for 
sentencing  him  to  death,  and  to  blame  the  com- 
mander ill  chief  for  not  pardoning  him.  Alas ! 
this  is  too  true — we  have  several  times  alluded 
to  the  case  of  captain  JSTathan  Hale,  who,  de- 
tected, as  Andre  was,  within  the  lines  of  the 
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enemy,  was  executed  by  the  British,  and  cru- 
elly denied,  so  far  as  they  could  deny  it,  tiie 
comfort  of  religion,  and  refused  the  use  of  pen 
and  ink,  to  take  a last  leave  of  his  t‘  iends! 
How  different  was  Jiidre  used!—  and  though 
the  latte,  be  a god,  in  the  estimation  of  r.ng- 
lishmen  and  theii-  admii  e.  s,I  will  not  abate  one 
jot  or  tittle  of  the  pretension  that  Hale  was  as 
good,  as  accom])lislied,  and  as  brave  as  lie.  But 
it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  an  American  and 
to  die  in  the  service  of  his  country;  for  w hich 
ou\  masters,  the  book-makers  of  England  and 
their  copyists  here,  have  given  his  name  to 
oblivion  as  a common  rebel,  unw'orthy  of  a re- 
cord in  history;  while  they  trumpet  that  of 
Andre,  the  agent  of  treachery  and  instrument 
of  bribery,  to  the  skies. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  letter 
of  gen.  Hamilton — 

“The  prisoner  was  at  first  inadvertently  ordered 
to  Arnold,  but  upon  recollection,  wliile  he  was  still 
on  the  way,  he  was  countermanded,  and  sent  to  Old 
Salem.  The  papers  were  enclosed  in  a letter  to 
general  Washington,  wliich  liaving  taken  a route  dif- 
ferent from  that  by  which  he  returned,  made  a cir- 
cuit that  afforded  leisure  for  another  letter,  throv^-h 
an  ill  judged  delicacy  to  ^Irnold,  with  an  information 
of  Anderson’s  [Andre]  capture,  to  get  to  him  an  hour 


so  offensive  as  it  really  is.  Certainly.  ih(^  first 
act  of  a libeial  and  enlightened  legislature 
ought  to  be  to  repeal  this  law.  Indepemlent 
of  the  mighty  abuses  and  fla'j:r;»nt  violations  of 
riglit  that  men  are  made  liable  to  by  its  opera- 
tion; there  can  be  any  thing  better  calculated  to 
raise  up  pei  somil  enemies  and  destroy  good 
neigliborhood,  than  such  arrayings  of  die  jieo- 
ple,  line  against  line. 

“The  “sTAhD-ui*  LAW,”  so  called,  of  Connecticut, 
respecting  which  Mr.  Nills  requests  information, 
is  simply  a law  for  regulating-,  in  part,  the  elections 
of  that  state.  It  prescribes  that  votes  for  council- 
lors, or  members  of  the  upper  house,  shall  be  given, 
for  one  candidate  at  a time,  by  the  freemen’s  rising, 
or  standing,  wliile  they  are  counted,  in  c.ase  of  a 
division;  and  in  this  case,  which  in  party  times  is 
usual  of  course,  the  parties  separate  to'  opposite 
sides  of  the  house  till  counted,  and  this  tuelve 
times  in  succession.  It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive 
the  use  which  a party,  or  individual,  possessing  the 
power,  will  make  of  this  exhibition  of  votes;  tliougli 
it  has  ever  been  impossible  to  discover  any  good 
resulting  from  tlie  mode.  Many,  if  not  all  of  tlie 
evils  which  wise  and  good  legislators  have  sought 
to  obviate  by  ballot-voting,  have  resulted  from  this 
“stand-up  law.”  It  has  often  been  the  means  of 
designating  objects  of  denunciation;  and  has,  in 
many  instances,  deterred  the  dependent  man  from 
voting,  or  ruined  him  for  exercLsiug  that  right  with 


before  gen.  Washington  arrived  at  his  quarters;  time ! ^-^m-age  than  policy, 
enough  to  elude  the  fate  that  awaited  him.  Hei  ^ 


lough 

went  down  the  river  in  his  barge  to  the  Vulture,  j 
with  such  precipitate  confusion,  that  he  did  not 
take  w th  liim  a single  paper  useful  to  llie  enemy. 
On  the  first  notice  of  the  affair,  he  was  pursue  1,  but 
inuc’'  too  late  to  overtake  him.” 

On  vi'hich  the  writer  in  the  Columbian  says: 
“A  suspicion  has  more  than  once  been  intimated 
during  and  since  the  revolution,  that  Arnold  owed 
his  escape  to  tlie  connivance  or  .sympathy  of  feeling 
of  some  persons  at  tlie  head-quarters  v,  here  Andre 
w<  s first  a prisoner;  col.  .lameson  the  commanding 
officer  was  never  suspected.  The  suspicion  howe- 
ver was  founded  on  the  circumstance  of  the  messen- 
ger and  the  letter,  as  Hamilton  expre.sses  il  *^throvgh 
an  ill  judged  delicacy  -written  to  Jlrnold”  and  which  af- 
forded him  an  opportunity  to  escape.  I'  was  difficult 
at  that  day  to  reconcile  such  an  act  with  honesty  of  in- 
tention; and  no  solution  to  tliat  difficulty  lias  yet 
transpired,  or  is  ever  likely  to  appear;  certainly  the 
late  disclosures  on  this  subject  do  not  lend  to  re- 
move it.  The  person  of  rr.os».  influence  who  advis- 
ed the  measure  is  not  nove  to  be  named — But  if 
investigation  were  necessary  and  could  lead  to  any 
useful  result,  it  is  possible  that  a close  scrutiny  o^ 
past  transactions  might  result  in  a discovery  that  tlie 
adviser  ******************** 
* At  all  eveuis,  it  is  not  an  unfair  i'.fer- 
ence  to  suggest,  that  it  is  quite  as  fortunate  for  the 
country  that  Andre  fell  into  the  hands  of  tl.e  three 
West-fJhe.ster  militia  men,  as  if  he  hud  been  first 
met  by  some  of  tiie  officers  of  the  Connecticut  line.” 


British  Manufactures. 

The  following,  from  a Brussels’  paper  of  tlie  15th 
of  August  last,  (translated  for  tlie  Columbian)  is 
one  of  the  best  expositions  of  what  the  Hriush 
mean  by  X\\e  freedom  of  trade,  that  we  had  ever 
met  with.  They  think  that  they  have  aright  to  [uo- 
hibit  the  introduction  into  their  own  country  of 
any  thing  that  they  please;  but  esteem  it  an  act 
of  great  injustice  in  others  to  pur.sue  the  vame 
policy  in  respect  to  Britisli  m.anufactures  ind  c.)- 
ionial  pr-»ducls!  But  the  'Ivnes  newspjiper  is  not 
alone  in  making  these  claims  Hr  Cr.  at 

Britain;  such  notions  prevail  even  in  tlie  U’'Ucd 
States — and,  indeed,  so  much  do  some  appe.-r 
disposed  ^o  follow  any  lead  given  to  them  by  our 
“British  masters,”  that  if  they  were  to  dc-slara 
that  the  sun  (who,  sometimes,  for  many  weeku 
together  does  not  shew  his  face  to  tlie  {bg-cover- 
ed  island) — had  been  created  for  tlie  sv  'le  aen.  fit 
of  England,  per.sons  would  not  be  wanting  to  at- 
tempt to  reason  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and 
to  tell  us  that  we  ouglit  to  be  grateful  to  “his 
majesty”— poor  old  thing,  for  the  llglit  and  heat 
received  from  it! 

The  truth  is,  tliat  many  manufactures  might  be  in- 
troduced into  England,  if  she  would  allow  !■,  to 
great  advantage,  from  other  F-uropean  countrle« 
and  from  x\si  i,  and  some  few  from  the  United 
Slates,  even  on  the  payment  of  w'lat  might  be 
considered  very  heavy  duties.  But  slie  prohlji-s 
cotton  goods  from  her  own  colonics,  and  alwavs 
acts  on  its  principle. 

“The  English  papers  and  especially  the  Times^ 
complain  bitterly  with  what  they  are  please.l  tf> 
call  tlie  virulent  essays  wliich  appear  in  ilie  Bel;>  i- 
an  and  fberman  journals  against  England  a.,d  l er 
commercial  oppres.sion.  Tiie  editor  of  the  Tim^^s, 

, * r I .Li  7 after  a'^cribipg the  expulsion  of  British  prod'u.tions 

or  reflation  that  interfered  with  the  the  continent  to  force  and  fraud,  Ike.  tlien 

of  sttj'rage— but  we  did  not  expert  to  find  it;. says,  very  justly,  that  tlie  people  wish  for  com- 


Tlie  ^•Staiul-up  Law.*^ 

Mr. Osborne,  editor  of  the  ‘‘Delaware  Watch- 
man,” has  favored  us  with  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  ^•Si\ind-up  Lawf^  of  Connecticut. 
Ou  idea  was  that  this  law  contained  some  rule 
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m.erce,  “because  they  find  it  their  advantage.’* — 
*l'hese  advantages  ouglit  to  be  reciprocal;  because 
without  reciprocity  there  could  be  no  commerce. 
We  do  you  no  injury  (say  the  English);  we  only 
endeavor  to  elevate  you  to  the  rank  of  being  our 
rivals,  provided  you  have  capacity,  genius  and  in- 
dustry to  meet  us  in  an  open  market.  If  you  wish 
tlicn  to  e.stablish  your  superiority  over  us,  you  wnll 
make  war  in  a proper  manner,  and  vanquish  us 
with  our  own  weapons.” 

On  these  sentiments  the  German  Journalist  re- 
rnm-ks: 

“ I'he  Times  speaks  of  a generous  contest  and 
open  competition,  in  the  great  commercial  world, 
wherein  superior  genius  and  industry  are  sure  to 
confer  victory.  Very  W'dl!  we  accept  jonr  challenge 
W'itl;  joy.  Tlut  we  will  combat  } ou  as  brave  men, 
not  as  silly  dupes:  no,  no!  Our  arms  shall  be  equal 
in  a eontest  from  which  so  many  advantages  are  to 
be  derived: — Let  our  limbs  be  unshackled;  that  is 
to  say,  admit  our  ships  to  enter  your  ports  on  as 
advantageous  terms  as  we  permit  your  vessels  to 
enter  ours.  Permit  our  manufacturers  to  send 
large  cargoes  of  the  produce  of  their  industry  into 
yqiir  cities  and  towns,  and  dispose  of  them hy  means 
of  brokers  and  auctioneers,  wholesale  and  retail, 
under  the  denomination  of  British  manufactures. — 
This  would  be  acting  comformably  to  your  present 
well  known  practice  amongst  us— Namely,  dispos- 
ing of  British  goods  under  the  name  and  with  the 
marks  of  domestic  manufactures. 

“Permit  jews,  pedlars,  speculators,  and  walking 
gentlemen  of  every  description  similar  to  those 
wliom  you  have  employed,  now  to  glut  your  houses 
and  the  whole  country,  by  means  of  hawkers  and 
pedlars,  whom  we  have  unfortunately  permitted 
amongst  us. 

“Permit  our  liquors,  our  linens,  our  hardware, 
&.C.  &c.  as  free  an  entiy,  similar  in  every  respect, 
to  that  which  we  have  granted  to  your  calicoes,  your 
muslins,  your  sugar,  and  your  rum. 

“Y ou  admSc  yourselves,  that  there  can  be  no  com 
merce  wdiere  the  advantages  are  not  reciprocal. 

“Grant  us,  therefore,  what  we  have  long  since 
given  to  you. — Then,  shall  we  be  on  an  equality — 
the  contest  will  be  truly  equal,  and  superior  genius 
and  industry  will  surely  bear  away  the  palniP 


Pariiameiitary  Keform. 

HOUSK  OF  COMMONS — MAY  20. 

Sir  Fkancis  Burdett  felt  it  to  be  a very  arduous 
duty,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  house 
and  of  the  couolry,  to  make  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  In  any  former  period  it  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  lay  evidence  before  that 
house  of  the  existence  of  corruption  in  elections — it 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  show  that  a practice 
so  bam.-ful  in  itself,  and  so  hostile  to  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  this  country,  existed — in  order  to 

obtain  redre.ss. In  any  former  period  it  would 

Iiave  been  sufficient  to  expose  a pi  acuce  destructive 
of  the  vital  interests  of  freedom  and  justice,  in  or- 
der to  ensure  a remedy:  it  would  liave  been  suffi- 
ciait  to  point  out  the  evil,  and  to  propose  a reme- 
dy adequate  to  that  evil,  in  order  to  have  it  adopt- 
ed. But  now,  wffiat  would  have  been  formerly  de- 
liounced  as  corrupt  and  ruinous,  was  by  a new  doc- 
trine recommended  as  necessary  for  conducting  the  ! 

tfTairs  of  the  cation.  What  was  formerly  regarded  nual.  duration.  That  there  w^ere  abuses  in  those 
a.s  a seed  whose  fruit  w'as  productive  of  disease  | reigns  was  undeniable;  but  from  that  lie  had  a 
and  death,  was  now  maintained  to.  be  the  seed  of  a l right  to  infer,  that  the  people  had  invariably  insisted 
tree  whose  fruit  yielded  nourishment  and  strength,  jupon  annual  parliaments.  In  the  reign  of  Edward 
and  under  whose  shade  security  repose  were  ] III.  laws  expressly  enact  that  parliaments  be  called 


to  be  found.  He  felt  it  peculiarly  awkward  to  corn- 
plain  before  those  very  persons  who  were  the  ob- 
jects  of  complaint,  and  to  apply  for  redress  to  those 
very  persons  who  were  t!ie  authors  of  tlie  grievance. 
He  felt  it  most  awkward  to  call  upon  those  who 
must  be  supposed  to  be  the  corrupt,  to  redress  cor- 
ruption: but  the  general  voice  of  the  nation  was  so 
manifestly  and  so  strongly  for  this  measure,  that 
it  claimed  their  utmost  regard.  The  petitions 
presented  to  parliament,  ot  wiiich  many  were  re- 
jected, but  not  on  that  account  less  expressive  of 
the  wishes  of  those  that  signed  them,  for  a redress 
of  the  great  grievance  of  an  unequal  and  corrupt 
representation,  were  more  numerous  than  ever 
were  presented  on  any  other  occa.sion  whatever. 
When  formerly  motions  were  made  on  tliis  subject, 
as  had  been  done  for  several  years  back,  it  was  al- 
ways asked.  Where  are  tbe  petitions  for  it.?  Wh.ere 
are  the  petitions  from  Birmingham.^ — where  from 
Manchester.**  Petitions  were  now  presented  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Petitions  were  pi  esent- 
ed  from  Birmingham  and  from  Manchester.  Tiiey 
had  petitions  laid  before  them  with  more  than  one 
million  of  signatures.  Whether,  therefore,  the 
complaint  of  those  petitions  was  well  or  ill  found- 
ed, whether  redress  can  or  cannot  be  given,  the 
house  was  bound  to  institute  some  inquiry  into 
grievances  so  generally  felt  and  so  generally  com- 
plained of.  The  prayer  of  those  petitions  was  said 
to  be  wild  and  visionary:  they  were  represented  as 
praying  for  what  was  never  sanctioned  by  the  laws, 
and  never  recognized  by  the  practice  of  this  coun- 
try: they  were  charged  with  having  invented  novel 
grievances,  and  demundtfd.novel  remedies.  Under 
this  charge  came  annual  parliaments.  It  was  quite 
clearand  incontrovertible,  that  annual  parliaments 
were  the  law  and  the  practice  of  this  country,  even 
beyond  any  history  we  have  of  it^  For  centuries 
before  any  history  was  written  of  the  events  of 
this  country,  but  of  which  tradition  has  handed 
down  some  facts,  annual  parliaments  were  in  con- 
stant use.  It  might  indeed  be  replied,  that  tlje 
question  was  not  what  existed  in  ancient  times, 
but  what  ought  to  be  adopted  now:  but  it  gave 
great  weight  to  the  claim  that  it  was  sanctioned 
by  remote  antiquity;  and  it  formed  a complete  an- 
swer to  the  charge  of  its  being  anew  and  new-fan- 
gled doctrine.  It  was,  then,  as  old  and  older  thaa 
William  the  Conqueror.  Our  earliest  writers  men- 
tion it  as  the  practice;  the  okle.st  book,  he  believ- 
ed, which  alluded  to  any  part  of  our  history,  was 
“The  Mirror  of  Justice,”  which  Coke  mentioned 
in  terms  of  conmiendation.  There  it  appeared  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  undoubted  law  of  tlie  land 
that  parliaments  be  annuaii}*^  called.  Before  the 
name  Parliament  was  given  to  them,  this  was  the 
practice.  It  was  a matter  of  course  that  they 
should  meet  twice  eveiy  year;  tl)e  King’s  writ  was 
a neces.sary  part  of  the  process;  but  it  was  neces- 
sary by  the  law  that  they  meet  twice  in  the  year, 
oftener  if  there  was  occasion:  this  law  William  the 
Conqueror  was  sworn  to  obseiye.  It  was  no  an- 
swer, that  he  was  a perjured  monarch:  this  was 
the  law,  and  this  was  the  practice  during  the  whole 
history  of  England,  till  we  come-down  to  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.,  when  the  greatest  abuses  of  various 
kinds,  wei’e  committed;  yet  during  his  i^eign  par- 
liaments were  annual.  In  the  time  of  Edward  I., 
and  III.,  and  IV.,  parliaments  were  constantly  of 
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every  year.  It  was  made  a question  whether  this  ne- 
cessarily implied  a new  election  every  year.  For  an 
answer  to  this  question,  let  the  practice  of  the  time 
be  looked  into  during  the  long  reign  of  Edward  IF!., 
and  a more  constitutional  and  more  glorious  reign 
was  not  to  be  found  in  English  history:  not  one  par- 
liament was  continued  beyond  one  year,  but  a new 
parliament  was  called  every  year.  It  was  not  in- 
deed necessary  that  every  parliament  continue  a 
year.  I'hey  often  continued  but  fo.r  a month,  or 
two  months,  and  there  was  an  instance  of  five 

new  elections  in  one  year. It  was,  therefore, 

the  constitutional,  legal  right  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  have  a new  parliament  every  year;  it  was 
imperative  upon  the  kings  of  England  to  call  a 
new  parliament  every  year.  So  many  gentlemen 
of  great  ability  and  patient  research  had  fully  in- 
vestigated and  clearly  traced  the  history  of  this 
practice,  and  yet  not  one  instance  have  tiiey  found 
of  a parliament  prorogued  or  continued  beyond  oite 
3'ear  down  to  the  2.3d  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
Vl.  In  the  time  of  the  civil  wars  between  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  the  party  that  hap- 
pened to  prevail  could  do  every  thing  or  nothing: 
yet  even  then  the  rights  of  the  people  were  so  far 
respected  that  parliaments  were  not  prorogued 
or  continued  longer  than  a year. — -Henry  Vlll. 
was  the  first  who  violated  this  express  law;  and 
the  time  when  he  did  it  was  deserving  of  considera- 
tion. It  was  when  he  wished  to  divorce  his  queen; 
and  on  this  account  quarrelled  with  the  pope,  with 
the  church,  and  with  the  people.  Then  he  conti- 
nued parliament  for  five  years.  The  reason  was  ve- 
ry obvious.  He  wished  for  his  own  purposes  to  ef- 
fect what  was  called  the  reformation.  The  ger.e- 
rality  of  the  nation  were  not  then  for  that  mea- 
sure; it  was  only  a party  that  favored  it;  and  it 


out  millions  of  money  to  corrupt,  without  laws  to 
oppress,  witliout  a standing  army  to  overpower;  she 
gained  the  affections,  and  ensured  the  ob'*dlence 
of  her  people,  by  the  wisdom  and  vigor  of  her  ad- 
ministration. In  her  reig  i their  were  two  long  par- 
liaments, When  the  Stuarts  came  to  the  throne, 
the  same  prtictice  was  continued.  James  I.  kept  his  i 
parliaments  a longtime.  'I'he  people  were  not  then  I 
jealous  of  tliat  encroachment.  They  had  sufFiredl 
all  the  evils  they  liad  experienced  from  other  nhu-  ^ 
ses,  and  they  thought  themselves  perfectly  safe  in 
the  hands  of  parliament,  because  no  previous  evil 
had  been  felt,  and  no  present  evil  was  apprehended 
from  them.  He  had  now  come  to  the  interesting 
and  event  fill  reign  of  Charles  I.  He  had  not  learnt 
the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  and  stu- 
died not  to  rule  according  to  its  laws  and  us  gee; 
he  tried  to  establish  a government  without  p .rlia- 
ments.  'I'his  innovation  he  supported,  too,  by  the 
authority  of  Westmin.ster-  hall,  [//car,  hear.']  The 
judges  at  that  time  lent  themselves,  the  subservi- 
ent  tools,  the  industrious  servants  of  despotism. — 
The  greatest  lawyers  of  that  age,  or  of  any  age, 
sanctioned  the  unprecedented,  unconstitutional, 
arbitrary  attempts  of  Charles,  [//car,  hear,  hear.] 
Charles  failed  only  because  he  had  not  a standing 
army.  If  he  had  had  a standing  army,  tlicre  could 
be  no  question  moved  at  the  present  day,  whether 
w^e  should  reform  parliament.^'  When  he  was  obliged 
to  hold  parliaments,  because  he  had  not  millions  to  be 
employed  in  corrupting  tlrem,  he  could  not  effect  his 
purposes:  how  they  were  elected  did  not  signify: 
l)ow  many  years  they  continued  w.as  of  no  impor- 
tance; it  was  impossible  to  find  any  set  of  men  ca- 
pable of  surrendering  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  country  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a tyrant.  They 
were  connected  with  their  fellow-subjects,  they  had 


was  for  this  reason  that  he  had  recourse,  uncon- 1 a common  interest  with  them;  tliere  was  nothing  to 
stitutionally,  to  a parliament  of  longer  duration. ! make  it  their  interest  to  sacrifice  the  liberty  of  the 
Bishop  Burnet  related,  that  the  king  was  at  great  J people.  fHear,  hear.J  We  knew  how  the  contest 
pains  to  manage  the  elections:  and  it  was  very ! between  Charles  and  his  parliament  ended.  A few 
evident  that  the  elections  were  first  influenoed,  j individuals  having  gained  the  ascendancy,  thought 
and  members  afterwards  corrupted  till  he  effect- j that  the  parliament  that  had  resisted  the  intrigues 
ed  his  double  purpose  of  divorce  and  plunder. — ! and  the  violence  of  Charles,  and  had  preseiwed  and 
That  the  plunder  ofthe  church  was  his  realobject|  protected  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  ought  to  be 
in  the  reformation  was  beyond  all  controver.?y, ! continued;  and  an  act  was  passed,  something  like 


though  religion  was  then  assumed  as  a cloak  to  cover 
the  design,  as  it  was  in  present  times  to  cover  similar 
designs.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  when  the  pro- 
testant  intererest,  still  the  minority  of  the  nation, 
prevailed,  the  same  course  was  followed,  and  his 
parliament  continued  nearly  five  years.  The  next 
reign  was  that  of  queen  Mary,  a reign  held  up  to 
horror  and  execration,  and  justly,  on  many  accounts  : 
but  when  the  Catholics,  who  had  been  plundered 
and  persecuted,  came  again  into  power,  smarting 
with  their  ill  usage,  it  was  not  surprising,  it  was  not 
justifiable,  but  it  was  not  astonishing,  that  they  had 
retaliated:  yet  the  first  thing  she  did  was  to  repeal 
the  acts  of  constructive  treason  that  had  been  pas- 
sed, and  to  place  the  security  and  freedom  of  the 
.subject  under  the  proTection  of  25  Edw.  III.  The 
people  of  this  country  were  at  this  time,  so  far  as 
life  and  liberty  were  concerned,  less  secure  than 
under  the  bloody  Mary,  as  she  was  called,  f Hear, 
hear,  hear.J  Sue,  proclaiming  that  the  people  had 
been  deprived  of  their  just  rights,  and  ofthe  great 
security  for  their  liberty,  had  recourse  to  shoi't  par- 
liaments. Her  parliament  did  not  continue  for  one 
year;  it  was  dissolved  at  the  end  of  nine  months. 
The  I'eign  of  Elizabeth  exceeded  all  praise.  Too 
wise  to  force,  too  honorable  to  impose  upon  the 
people  a system  of  government  inconsistent  with 
♦he  principles  and  practice  oftiie  constitution;  with- 


what was  afterwards  done  on  different  jirinciples, 
and  for  different  purposes,  for  protracting  the  pe- 
riod of  the  duration  of  parliament.  It  was  then 
thought  proper  end  salutary,  that  a parliament  that 
liad  acted  so  meritoriously  and  successfully,  tliat 
had  fought  the  great  battle  of  the  nation,  and  ob- 
tained a glorious  victory,  should  continue  to  be 
the  guardians  of  national  liberty.  Afterwards  it 
was  thought  gain  to  the  nation  that  one  great  man 
should  protect  the  liberty  and  ensure  the  se- 
curity of  the  nation.  Yet  Oliver  Cromwell  was  a 
parliamentary  reformer,  (J a laugh, J and  projiosed 
a plan  of  reform  so  just,  so  fair  and  so  suitable,  that 


even  Lord  Clarendon  said  it  deserved  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  abetter— a more  warrantable  was  his 
lordship’s  expression — from  a more  wanantable 
quarter.  But  when  Cromwell  fouiid  that  he  must 
either  lose  his  place,  which  to  hiip  would  be  to  be- 
come a victim  to  the  gallows,  or  support  by  the 
sword  what  he  had  acquired  by  the  sword,  lie  n 
turally  preferred  the  latter  alternative.  Tiie  peo- 


ple, always  attached  to  the  conslilutlonal  govern- 
fkings,  hailed  the  restoration  of  Charle.s  11 


ment  of  kings. 

It  might  have  beert  expected  that  he,  from  g"ati 
tude  to  the  nation  for  the  zeal  and  affection  with 
which  they  received  him,  would  restore  and  coi»firin 
all  their  riglits  and  laws:  but  he  was  nor  of  that 


generous  cliai'acter;  he  was  of  a cold  unfeeling  uis 
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position;  he  forgot  the  claims  and  trampled  upon 
the  rights  of  the  nation.  But  though  the  people  ; 
had  neglected  the  necessary  precautions  through 
joy  in  receiving  their  banished  monarch,  his  cold 
and  crn.el  heart  only  availed  itself  of  this  to  enslave 
them,  and  for  this  purpose  he  atie npted  to  corrMp^ 
the  house  of  commons;  and  this  was  the  first  deli- 
berate attempt  at  that  mode  of  controling  the  wish- 
es and  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  nation  had 
been  guilty  of  the  generous  folly  of  receiving  him 
tvilhout  the  stipulations  necessary  both  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  state,  and  for  the  safety  of  the  crown; 
and  took  back,  unconditionally,  one  that  otherwise 
would  have  lived  a wanderer  upon  the  face  of  the 
eavtii.  In  return  he  attempted  to  corrupt  their 
house  of  commons.  Charles  IT.  continued  parlia- 
mf  It  for  16  years;  yet  tills  parliament, this  pensioned 
parliament  as  it  was  called,  would  not  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  or  sell  the  liberties  of  their 
fellow  subjects,  and  it  was  therefore  dissolved. — 
During  the  remaining  part  of  his  reign,  struggles 

v. ’ere  revived  and  continued  as  in  his  fatlier’s  reign. 
James  II.  committed  many  outrages,  but  none  more  i 
fiagrant  or  more  ofiensive  than  attempting  to  cor- 
rupt elections,  and  he  was  in  consequence  obliged 
lo  abdicate  the  throne.  He  now  reache  1 the  period 
of  our  revolution;  this  surely  was  not  too  remote 
to  be  appealed  to;  the  doctrines  it  expressly  avow- 
ed were  not  to  be  branded  as  new,  and  new-fang- 
led. They  would  find  in  the  declaration  ofWil 
ilam,  among  his  reasons  for  coming  with  an  army 
into  England,  that  law  was  not  properly  administer 
ed,  that  legal  corruption  deprived  the  people  of 
justice  and  redress;  this  was  a very  great  evil,  and 
called  loudly  for  a remedy.  Another  reason,  and  a 
very  strong  one  certainly,  was,  that  juries,  the  great 
bulwark  of  the  liberty  and  safety  of  the  subject, 
were  not  fairly  chosen,  but  selected  for  the  purpose 
of ‘ cizing  the  crown;  but  the  main  reasop,  the  reason 
assigned  in  the  very  front  of  this  declaration,  was 
the  corruption  of  the  house  of  commons;  tliat 
if  parliament  were  not  allowed  to  be  freely  elect- 
ed, or  to  consult  inc^pendently  what  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  nation;  that  Umpering  was  used  in 
electing  and  Influencing  them;  that  undue  means 
were  applied  to  procure  compliance  with  the  will 
of  the  sovereign.  The  revolution  was  principally, 
therefore,  in  order  to  procure  a full,  and  free  and 
fair  parliament:  tliis  was' proved  by  the  admission 
of  James  II.  himself,  who  knew  w'hat  was  right, 
thougli  he  did  not  practice  it.  Many  noblemen, 
who  were  attached  to  him,  and  anxious  to  support 
liis  reign,  petitioned  for  redress  of  many  abuses; 
above  all,  tor  a parliament  “free  in  all  its  circum- 
stances.” He  answered,  tliat  lie  could  not  get  a 
parliament  so  elected,  unle.ss  the  prince  of  Orange 
were  removed  from  the  kingdom.  It  wa.s  then,  at 
all  limes — it  was  by  the  laws  of  this  country,  it  was 
by  the  practice  and  history  of  the  nation,  always — 
a high  crime  to  corrupt  the  parliament,  or  use  any 
means  to  make  them  subservient  to  arbitrary  pur- 
poses. It  was  one  of  the  ch.arges  of  impeachment 
against  Richard  II.  and  one  of  the  reasons  for  de- 
tlironing  him,  that  he  had  packed  parliaments. — 
During  the  whole  of  our  lilstory  to  that  period,  par- 
liameui  sat  little  more  than  five  montlis;  tlien  there 

w. as  a new  one.  There  were  few  instances  of  pro- 
roguing; and  when  this  violation  of  the  law  was  at- 
tempted, it  v/as  always  moderately.  Richard  II. 
and  James  II.  lost  the  throne  for  their  abuse  of  it. 
While  such  signal  instances  were  recorded  in  our 
history,  while  the  bill  of  rights  recognized  our 
claims,  could  it  be  contended  that  w’e  were  not  en- 
fltled  to  a free  election  of  parliaments?  An  election 


.necessarily  implied  that  it  slionid  be  fr*=*e.  How 
then  could  this  essentia!  part  of  the  constitution  be 
reconciled  witli  indlvicluids  appointing  members  of 
the  house  of  commons?  He  here  begged  leave  to 
read  from  a petition  presented  in  1793,  for  a rc- 
from  in  parliament,  by  a most  enligiitened  and  most 
respectable  society  the  constituiion  of  that  house 
vvas  so  well  desected,  if  he  might  use  the  expres- 
sion, in  the  petition,  that  he  was  astonished  so  ma- 
ny years  as  have  since  passed  could  liave  elapsed 
witiiout  anv  enquiry  into  its  justice  and  truth.  T!ie 
petition  had  lieen  so  frequently  and  so  well  known, 
■hat  he  would  not  tr  ti  !e  tlie  house  with  the  wlmle 
of  it;  he  would  only  read  tV.e  following  part  of  ii: — 
The  peiition,  after  mentioning  several  other  griev- 
ances and  inconveniences  resulting  from  the  state 
of  the  representation,  and  requiring  redress,  stated 
that  84  individuals  “do,  by  their  own  immediate 
authority,  send  157  members  to  the  house  ofeonj- 
mbns;  and  that  this  the  petidoners  were  re.acly  to 
prove  at  the  bar  of  the  house  if  the  fact  was  disput- 
ed, and  to  name  the  members  and  the  patrons.” — 
The  hon.  bart.  asked  if  the  nominees  of  such  indivi- 
duals could  be  supposed  to  be  a free  representation 
of  the  people?  And  yet,  perhaps,  members  so  return- 
ed constituted  nearly  3-4ths  of  those  who  now  heard 
him.  The  petition  went  on  to  state  “that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  157  members  so  returned,  150  more,  ma- 
king in  all  307,  are  returned  by  the  recommenda- 
tion of  70  powerful  individuals  added  to  the  84  before 
mentioned,  and  making  the  number  of  patrons  alto- 
gether 154,  who  return  a decided  majority  of  the 
house.”  One  hundred  and  fifty  four  individuals 
thus  claimed  and  exercised  the  right  of  disposing, 
by  their  agents,  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property, 
of  the,  millions  of  inhabitants  who  composed  the 
subjects  of  this  kingdom.  Did  not  this  seem  in 
itself  a usurpation  ? did  It  not  seem  a grievance 
which  called  loudly  for  a remedy  ? If  lie  were  re- 
quired to  submit  to  any  arbitrary  power  tliat  liad 
interests  contrary  to  that  of  the  people;  if  oppre.ssion 
were  to  be  permitted  from  any  quarter,  he  would  ra- 
ther endure  it  from  the  crown  than  from  individuals 
who  could  control  the  crown — who  kept  botl>  the 
king  and  the  people  in  bondage;  wlio  destroyed  the 
constitution,  and  united  in  themselves  all  the  pow- 
ers and  prerogatives  which  it  ought  to  possess. 
We  could  not  read  the  opinions  of  any  of  the  authors 
who  had  spoken  of  our  constituiion  without  finding 
that  their  authority  was  in  favor  of  a change  of  sys- 
tem, and  that  they  declared  against  the  present  state 
of  tilings.  Mr  Justice  Blackstone,  who,  in  )iis  own 
time,  was  regarded  as  rather  a courtly  lawyer,  and 
was  accused  of  not  being  sufficiently  afive  to  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses,  but  whose  book  now  (so  much 
had  our  opinions  been  altered  within  the  last 
half  century)  might  almost  be  considered  as  speak- 
ing jacobinism,  had  laid  down  principles  which 
showed  the  necessity  of  a reform.  He  had  said,  ihat 
there  were  three  powers  in  our  mixed  legislature, 
the  king,  lords,  and  commons;  that  these  three  pow- 
ers ought  to  be  kept  distinct;  and  that  the  latter 
especially,  as  the  guardian  of  the  people’s  rights, 
ought  not  to  be  under  the  influence  of  the  former; 
for,  added  he,  if  the  qther  two  branches  influenced 
the  house  of  commons,  which  emanated  from  the 
people,  and  constituted  their  natural  protectors, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  constitution.  So  firmly 
cenvinced  was  the  learned  commentator  that  the 
people  ought  to  be  represented,  and  thus  had  a 
right  to  govern  themselves  by  delegates  elected  by 
themselves,  that  he  conceived  the  force  of  laws  and 
the  necessity  of  obedience  resulted  from  this  prin- 
ciple. ‘^The  la\yfulness  of  punishing  criminals  (said 


NILES’  REGISTER— 0CT()T5",a  23,  lai 7— PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM.  1.’,.! 


he)  is  founded  on  this  principle,  tiuit  tlie  l.iw  hy 
which  they  suffer  \v:is  mode  by  t!:eir  own  consent.” 
Was  it  to  be  borne,  then  that  instead  of  being  go- 
I’erned  by  laws  made  by  our  own  consen*^,  instead 


to  which  he  alliuleiL  on  this  subject  Yvas  no  new 
law,  it  was  nearly  as  old  as  parliaments  'I’hc 
statute  of  Westminster  I.  prohiluled  any  inteif.r- 
ence  of  great  persons  with  el-ections,  and  eKuri-g-lv 


of  seeing  a full  and  free  representation,  instead  of  en.icted  that  they  should  be  free.  It  was  written 
seeing  the  majority  of  the  people  deputing  those  in  old  French,  and  sii  l,  that  no  p;reat  nvm  shou'.-.i 

' j nation  was  to:  disturb  tlie  electors  when  in  llie  c.’cercise  <;f  thei  • 


who  were  to  legislate  for  them,  t!ie 
be  ruled  by  a few  borough-mongers  ? Would  it  lie 
said  that  no  representation  of  the  people  was  in- 
tended, but  that  >l:ose  men  were  to  enjoy  all  the 
powers  of  tlie  constitution  in  tlieir  own  hands;  tliat 
tlie}-  were  to  be.  tlie  real  sovereigns  ofFiiigland,  and 


s wnen 

duties;  tliut,' “becau  e elections  ough*^  to  i'c  free, 
the  king  commanded,  upon  great  To  Teiture,  that 
no  man,  in'  force  of  arms,  nor  be  malice  or  me - 
nacing,  sliall  dl.-iturh  any  to  make  free  clc'''ion.*’ 
rh.s  law  was  tl:c  found  ition  of  the  resolution  piLLsecJ. 


dispose  of  our  lives,  liberty,  am!  property,  at  their  at  llie  beginning  of  every  ses.sion.  ‘-'that  it  is  u liigh 
pleasure.'*  Different  writers,  according  to  their , infringemeni  of  the  liberties  and  pri*.  lieges  of  the 
taste,  their  educa’ion,  or  tiieir  jieculiar  bias,  had  comtnons,  for  any  lord  of  parliament,  or  any  lord- 
pointed  out  the  advantages,  and  s'opporied  the  j lieutenant  of  any  county,  to  concern  themselves  in 
c.vcellence  of  different  specii  s of  government.  The  . the  election  of  members  of  parliament.”  What 

had  now  become  of  tins  law  and  this  rc.solvi*ion  ’ 


republican,  tiie  arlstocrai ical,  and  the  monarchical  dm 
form  ofadministration  had  all  had  their  panegyrists;  i 'F 


'hey  were  allowed  to  sleep;  they  were  ncvv"'r  actc  1 
but  no  author  that  ever  he  he.ird  of  had  ever  prais  jupon;  or  ratlier  tiiey  were  perpetually  broken,  ami 
ed  an  oligarchy.  fhear.J  In  an  aristocracy,  the  in- i had  become  a dead  letter.  A rcfor.m  in  the  house 


terests  of  the  nobility  and  the  people  might  fre 
quently  be  thdsame;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  form  of  go- 
vernment did  not  imply  an  opposition  between  tliem 
This  might,  theref  ire,  be  a good  government  in  cer 
tain  circumstances.  T!ie  same  might  be  s.aid  of  abso 


of  commons,  so  as  to  destroy  this  [lower  of  i.ttcr- 
fering,  would  be  of  more  service  tlmn  any  law 
proliibiting  it.  The  bill  of  rights  had  likewise 
declared,  that  elections  should  he  free;  but  more 
would  have  been  done  towards  securing  that  olr- 


lulemonarchy. 'rherelgnlngprince  mightsometimes  I ject  by  enacting,  that  th.ere  should  be  a more  fVe- 
have  tlie  wisdom  to  see'that  his  interest  andthatofhis  I quent  and  more  ur.iversal  exercise  of  tin''  right  of 


people  were  inseparably  unit ed;  that  he  could  enjoy  j suffrage  than  hy  the  long  declar'd lofi  of  right.s 
power  and  resources  only  in  jn-oporticn  as  he  promot.j  which  that  hill  was  founded:  one  line  to  ihi.s  eflt 


ed  their  welfare;  and  that  a liigher  reward  could 
be  reaped  in  their  approbation  of  his  exertions  to 
promote  tiieir  happiness,  tlian  in  the  gratification  of 
that  senseless  caprice  and  inverted  ambition  that 
would  lead  him  to  destroy  their  liberties,  and 
to  squander  their  property.  Democracies,  with 
more  plausibility,  had  been  often  the  subject  of 
encomium  and  recommendation.  'Fhey  had  in 
the  history  of  the  world  performed  wonders 


on 
eflect 

would  have  been  moi  e elficient  than  all  oilier  laws 
and  resolutions  whatever.  At  the  lime  of  the 
revoiution,  liie  parliament,  emailed  the  convention 
parliament,  because  it  was  di.sposcd  in  some  cases 
to  go  counter  to  the  wi.shes  of  the  government,  was 
not  suffered  to  remain  so  long  assembled  as  to 
execute  the  great  work  of  securing  the  freedom  of 
the  represen t;^tion.  It  had  declared  ex  vjjicio  in- 
formations  by  the  attorney-general  to  be  contrary 


All  who  heard  him  would  remember  with  what  {to  the  laws  of  Fngland;  and  altliough  there  was  a 

the  government  of  tha 


enthusiasm,  when  young,  they  had  read  of  the  pro-  great  spirit  of  freedom  in 
digies  of  valour  and  conduct  for  wiiich  the  ancient  time,  yet,  like  all  governments,  it  was  averse  to 
republics  had  been  distinguished:  how  celebrated  an  abridgment  of  Its  assumed  powei-s.  Kx  officio 
they  liad  become  for  the  energy,  the  intellectual  I informations  were  then  declared  to  be  illegal;  and 
improvement,  and  scientilic  progress  of  their  citi- 1 the  history  of  this  species  of  proceeding  .since, 
zens.  Indeed,  no  form  of  government  had  called  j would  be  sufficient  to  excite  our  wonder  at  the 
forth  more  talent,  more  industry,  more  resources,  change  in  our  sentiments,  and  to  c^ll  for  a cautious 
and  been  distinguislied  by  more  remarkable  deeds  I jealou.sy  over  our  remaining  freedom.  Tinit  pro- 
than  the  domocratic;il.  For  energy,  in  particular,  ceeding,  then  cienotinced  by  parliament,  was  now 


it  transcended  tiie  rest,  and  had  received  tlie  sup 
port  and  praise  of  many  great  men.  lUit  an  oligarchy 
could  boast  of  having  performed  nothing  laudable; 
of  having  done  nothing  that  could  be  approved;  of 
having  iio  panegyri.st,  fhear,  hear.J  Some  oli- 


declared  to  be  I'aw;  and  power  was  put  into  tlie 
hands  of  the  attorney-general  of  imprisoning  or 
holding  to  bail  (which  was  equivalent  to  tlie  power 
of  imprisonment)  any  person  wiiom  he  chose  so  to 
treat  on  his  simple  ex-officio  informiition.  " ‘ 


garchies,  liowever,  were  not  so  objectionable:  they  I now  became  of  the  law  for  protecting  tlie  liberty 
icracles  witli  a narrower  basis, I of  the  subject;  wliat  became  of  that  law  whicli 


were  merely  arlstocracle.s  ^ 

where  the  interests  of  the  governors  were  not  ne-  lord  Coke  called  the  bulwark  of^our  freedom;  our 
cessarily  opposed  to  those  of  the  people.  The 
oligarciiy  of  which  he  was  speaking  vvas,  however, 
of  a different  character;  it  was  an  oligarchy  of 


personal  security  \Vhat  signified  all  tliat  was 
said  about  our  presumed  innocence  and  perfect 

__  impunity  till  our  guilt  was  declared  by  a jury  of 

borough-mongers,  whose  interests  were  at  variance  | our  peers  r All  this  was  now  mere  rhapsody  ^ hear^ 
with  those  of  the  rest  of  the  nation;  who  corruptly  j Aeur.  ) It  had  no  existence,  except  in  the  imagina- 
usurped  powers  that  did  not  belong  to  them,  andjtion.  The  constitution  whicli  we  were  taught  to 
trampled  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  at  their  j praise  so  iilgh’y,  and  on  which  we  were  desired  to 
pdeasure;  in  short,  it  was  the  most  odious,  the  most  1 rely  so  firmly,  was  found  too  fragile  and  insecure; 
degrading,  and  the  most  galling  of  all  oligarchies,  i and  a set  of  borough-mongers  elected  a representa- 
That  150  patrons  of  the  representation  should  e.xist,  { tion,  wliich,  instead  of  protecting  our  Ireedom, 
that  they  should  exist  against  all  law,  that  they!  were  disposed  only  to  suspend  our  riglus  and  1;- 
should  exist  against  the  resolutions  of  the  house  i berties,  \keary  hear,  hcarf  It  was  a maxim  which 


against 
itself,  wl 

at  the  commencement  of  every  session,  and  might  | generally  greater  under 


of  commons  itself,  which  resolutions  were  passed  I he  believed  conld  not  bs  disp'.ited,  that  tyranny  was 

I mhrSt ! o-mipr;iilv  fTi’ealer  under  the  forms  of  a free  con- 
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This  tp:<s  no  new  doctrine—i':  was  no  Frenca  priiici 
pie,  it  had  been  declared  by  iVlachiuvel,  and  sup 
ported  by  Montesquieu.  Tins  latter  writer,  who 
was  not  a beardless  boy  newly  come  fi-om  school, 
but  a man  who  had  devoted  tw&nty  years  of  his 
life  to  the  study  of  governments,  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  liberties  of  England  would 
perish  lik«  those  of  the  ancient  republics,  when  her 
p:vrli:imeiJt  became  corrupi.  But  com-iplion  was 
supposed  now  to  be  harmless;  it  v/as  even  defended 
{iS  a necessary  part  of  the  existing  sy.stem,  rather 
than  denounced  as  tending  to  the  ruin  of  the  con 
stiiui  ion.  It  had  been  argued  by  a right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Canning.)  that  government  could  not  go  on 
without  it;  but  he  [Sir  F.  B.J  thought  he  should 
bring  sufficient  authorities  to  overbalance  the  opi- 
nion of  that  right  honorable  gentleman,  when  he 
stated  that  all  our  great  men  were  against  it;  that 
there  were  no  less  than  150  laws  on  our  siatuie 
book  denouncing  it.  It  would  be  pedantry  to  go 
iiuo  all  the  great  autliorities  on  this  subject,  but 
he  might  be  forgiven  for  stating  the  opinion  of  Mr,- 
Eo'  k(-,  that  the  corruption  of  the  representation 
AVas  tlie  very  worst  of  all  evils,  as  it  poisoned  the 
source  of  all  laws,  und  cut  up  our  constitution  by 
the  roots.  It  would  be  strange  indeed,  as  had 
been  said  by  Plato,  that  corruption  which  was 
thought  ruinous  in  every  thing  else  should  be 
thougiit  good  ia  government.  In  the  time  of 
Charles  II.  although  the  parliament  w’nich  w'as  sus- 
pected, justly,  of  corruption,  had  not  been  free 
irom  undue  influence,  they  at  least  showed  the 
pe'  essity  they  conceived  themselves  under  to  af 
fee.  purity,  by  taking  an  oath,  protesting  before 
Goa,  that,  “neither  directly  not  indirectly,  they, 
or  any  of  their  friends,  for  their  use  and  with  their 
kno'viedge,  had  received  any  sums  of  money  from 
the  king,  or  any  otlier  person  by  his  m-ajesty’s  order, 
and  that  they  had  not  given  tlieir  vote  in  parli^.ment 
for  ary  reward  or  promise  whatsoever.  This  cor 
lup'  pariiainent  had  a different  opinion  from  the 
right  honarable  gemleman  with  regard  to  the  ne 
cessity  of  being  free  apd  indepeuden;.  It  seemed 
indeed  extraordinary  tliat  corruption  could  find 
its.  advocates;  that  the  very  word  was  no^  sufficient 
to  deter  froir.  an  open  undisguised  defence.  Speak- 
ing of  corrup‘io.1,  he  could  not  help  enlarging  o 
Uu'e  on  the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  and  removing 
.some  prejudices  and  misconceptions  which  warn 
of  explanation  had  allowed  to  be  entertained.  It 
Inri  a different  meanin^^  in  the  moutljs  of  different 
persons,  and  as  applied  on  different  occasions. 
When  used  by  a religious  man  in  opposition  to 
religious  principles,  ii  was  called  sin;  in  the  con 
du(  t of  those  who  transgressed  the  rules  of  honesty 
or  virtue  in  private  life,  it  got  the  name  of  im- 
morality; and  when  applied  'O  the  conduct  of  pub 
lie  men  in  government  matters,  it  was  called  politi 
ca..  Political  corruption  in  this  classification  might 
be  perfectly  consistent  with  private  morality  It 
might  be  defined  that  state  in  which  individual 
interest  W'as  arn^yed  against  public  good,  and  pri- 
vate views  influenced  public  conduct.  When  re- 
form was  spoken  of,  it  had  been  said  by  some,  tha- 
no  reformation  of  the  representation  was  necessary, 
bu'  that  the  electors  and  the  elected  should  reform 
themselves  and  that  then  corruption  would  cease. 
He  remembered  Mr.  Wyndham,  whom  he  always 
listened  to  with  pleasui'e,  had  made  the  most  in- 
grnious  defence  oftiie  present  system  that  ever  he 
h i.,  heard,  wliiph  was  founded  on  tills  maxim.  He 
hud,  liowevev,  in  the  hon.  baronet’s  opinion,  rnisap- 
Tirehended  the  question.  He  had  s.aid,  that  if  a 
given  for  a job,  the  person  who  sq  bartered 


nis  elective  rights  was  the  corrupt  person,  and  not 
die  minister  who  gave  the  place,  or  the  member 
who  accepted  the  seat,  lie  inferred  from  this, 
that  the  corruption  was  among  the  people,,  and  was 
greatest  at  the  bottom.  T!iis  Avas  not  the  proper 
view  of  the  matter;  and  the  mistake  arose  from  con- 
founding political  with  private  corruption,  wbicli 
were  perfectly  distinct  Jn  theory,  and  were  often 
separated  in  practice.  Taking  the  definition  he 
had  formerly  given  of  corruption — namely,  an  op- 
position of  private  interest  to  public  duty,  and  t.he 
natural  bias  which  the  former  creates  against  the 
Utter — a house  of  commons  miglit  be  very  virtuous 
as  legislators,  whose  individual  private  conduct 
was  most  corrupt;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a parlia- 
ment might  be  corrupt  whigh  was  entirely  com.r 
posed  of  saints.  When  he,  therefore,  spoke  of  the 
corruption  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  hg 
me^int  no  implied  reflection  on  their  private  con- 
duct; he  believed  that  in  the  common  intercourse 
of  life  they  might  be  all  upright  in  their  principles, 
and  honest  in  their  transactions;  but  when  their 
intere.sts  were  opposed  to  their  duty,  in  a parlia- 
mentary sense  he  could  not  but  call  the  house  cor- 
rupt. Nay,  he  would  even  go  further,  and  say, 
that  the  more  honorable  the  members  were  in  thei» 
private  capacity  the  more  corrupt  they  might  be 
in  their  public;  as  a member,  from  a private  engage- 
ment which  his  honor  might  compel  him  scrupu- 
lously to  observe,  might  be  prevented  from  voting 
on  a particular  occasion  according  to  his  Views 
right,  and  be  induced  to  surrender  his  .seat,  when, 
by  keeping  it  and  voting  contrary  to  Ids  patron,  his 
services  might  be  benefici.d  to  the  public.  Thougfi 
no  member  could  be  deprived  of  his  seat  when  he  had 
once  obtained  it,  every  one  knew  that  a,  gentleman 
.vould  be  reckoned  dishonorable  who  should  not 
obey  the  instruction  of  his  patron,  or  resign  his  seat 
at  his  desire.  It  had  often  been  a question  without 
the  walls  of  parliament,  and  within,  how  far  a re- 
presentative was  bound  to  obey  the  will  or  to  act 
upon  the  views  of  his  constituents.  All  disputesi 
upon  this  subject  would  cease  by  a free  election, 
We  often  heard  of  meetings  of  constituents  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  conduct  of  their  representa- 
tives; these,  likewise,  would  cease,  confidence  would 
be  restored  between  the  house  and  the  people;  and 
the  people  would  willingly  submit  to  those  laws 
wliich  should  proceed  from  themselves.  Now  diat 
confidence  did  not  exist,  while  the  representation 
was  in  its  present  state,  while  the  people  had  not 
the  §eats  at  their  disposal,  and  the  treasury  had  a 
market  to  settle  such  commodities,  f henry  hear. ) 
He  brought  no  particular  charges  against  mini.stei*sj 
they  must  act  as  they  did,  or  otherwise  they  could 
not  command  their  majorities;  and  without  such 
majorities,  the  government  itself,  which  emanated 
from  the  borpugh-raongers,  could  not  be  carried 
on.  This  was  the  avowed,  acknowledged  state  of 
things;  and  that  practice,  at  which  the  speaker  said 
that  our  ancestors  would  have  startled  with  horror, 
was  now  openly  and  unblushingly  defended.  All 
parties  had  co.ifessed  its  existence;  and  the  noble 
lord  opposite  [Castlereagh,]  who  had  been  concern- 
ed ill  selling  seats,  was  only  more  unfortunate  than 
otheys,  in  haying  been  detected,  [a  lauj^h.]  He 
meant  no  personal  attack  on  the  noble  lord;  nor  did 
he  mean  to  ?ay  that  he  peculiarly  ought  to  be  im- 
peached, as  he  had  not  been  more  criminal  than 
others  would  be  with  the  same  opportunities.  But 
the  very  public  avowal  of  such  a violation  of  the 
constitution  was  of  itself  a strong  argument  for 
putting  an  end  to  the  present  system  which  was 
plunging  the  country  into  ruin,  and  under  which. 
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whatever  success  we  might  gain,  whatever  other  j a reformation  of  the  abuses  complained  of.  The 
advantages  we  might  enjoy,  liberty  could  not  much  , want  of  virtue  in  tlie  representatives  of  the  people 


longer  exist,  Chear,  hear.J  There  was  atime  when 
such  practices  \vould  not  have  been  borne  by  the 
house:  he  well  remembered  that  since  he  entered 
parliament  they  were  not  mentioned  directly,  but 
always  in  circumlocutions.  When  Mr.  Pitt  intrO' 
duced  his  reform  bill,  he  said  there  was  a maiden 
coyness  in  the  house  about  talking  of  the  sale  of 
seats:  this  maiden  coyness,  he  was  sorry  to  see,  had 
now  worn  out.  A laugh. J The  necessity  ol  re- 
form was  apparent.  He  need  not  remind  the  house 
of  the  petitions  which  had  been  presented  com- 
plaining of  the  grievance  of  the  present  system: 
they  had  been  numerous,  and  pointed  out  different 
remedies.  He  did  not  think  that  the  description 
of  any  specific  plan  was  necessary:  it  was  enougii 
for  him  that  the  grievance  was  acknowledged,  and 
that  a remedy  of  some  kind  or  other  must  be  ap 
plied,  which  might  be  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
house.  He  would  not,  therefore,  trouble  them  with 
entering  into  any  abstruse  discussion,  or  offering 
any  specific  opinion.  He  had  shown  that  the  great 
evil  was  nomineeship  to  seats,  and  he  hoped  that 


was  what  the  crown  had  as  much  a right  to  com- 
plain of  as  the  people,  as  both  were  kept  in  thral- 
dom by  the  same  oligarchy,  and  would  both  be  re- 
lieved by  the  same  remedy.  If  the  people  were 
always  to  be  met  with  bills  of  severity  when  they 
presented  their  petitions;  if  when  they  were  silent, 
they  were  supposed  indifferent;  anil  when  they 
spoke  out,  their  liberties  were  to  be  suspended,  anil 
all  the  bulwarks  of  their  rights  removed;  how  could 
we  venture  to  boast  of  the  glories  of  our  constitu- 
tion.? He  would  not  occupy  their  time  with  mention- 
ing any  more  authorities,  though  great  autliori’ies 
might  be  quoted:  he  might  cite  lord  Chatham,  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  Mr  Fox,  all  of  whom  had  supported  the 
measure  of  reform.  There  was  one  person,  liow- 
ever,  for  whose  writings  he  should  always  entertain 
the  greatest  respect,  and  who,  although  heluid  tak- 
en alarm  at  the  beginning  of  the  French  revolution, 
had  deeply  felt,  and  eloquently  described,  the  ne- 
cessity of  rendering  the  house  of  commons  a true 
representation  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  evils 
which  sprung  from  it,  when  it  was  not.  What  the 


it  would  be  possible  to  induce  the  house  to  enter!  opinions  of  that  great  writer  miglit  have  been,  had 
into  enquiry.  The  gentlemen  all  over  the  country  J,  he  lived  to  this  day,  he  diet  not  know;  but  these 
who  saw  their  property  fast  leaving  them,  wljp  had  I were  his  words,  in  the  active  part  of  his  political 
been  accustomed  formerly  to  defend  the  liberties  i life: — ‘-Whatever  alterations  time  and  the  nereesa- 


of  their  fellow-citizens,  but  the  majority  of  whom  1 rv  accommodation  of  business  may  have  introduced, 
unhappily  now  thought  only  of  supporting  govern- 1 this  character  can  never  be  sustained,  unless  the 
meat,  and  of  giving  it  strength,  while  they  should ! house  of  commons  shall  he  made  to  bear  some 
be  adding  to  its  honesty — who  saw  this  once  happy  j stamp  of  the  actual  disposition  of  the  people  at 
nation  the  seat  of  industry,  and  abounding  in  capital  large.  It  would  (among  the  public  misfortunes) 

’ ‘ ' ‘ ’ ’ be  an  evil  more  natural  and  tolerable,  that  the 

house  of  commons  should  be  infected  with  every 
epidemical  phrenzy  of  the  people,  as  this  would 
indicate  some  cons-anguinirj',  some  sympathy  of  na- 
ture with  their  constituents,  than  that  they  should, 
in  all  cases,  be  wliolly  untouched  by  the  opinions 
and  feelings  of  the  people  out  of  doors.  By  this 
want  of  .sympathy  they  would  cease  to  be  a house 
of  commons;  for  it  is  not  the  derivation  of  the  power 
of  that  house  from  the  people  which  makes  it,  in  a 
distinct  sense,  their  representative.  For  the  king 
is  the  representative  of  the  people;  so  are  the  lords; 
and  so  are  the  judges.  For  they  are  all  trustees 
of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  commons;  because  no 
power  is  given  for  the  sole  sake  of  the  holder;  and 
although  government  certainly  is  an  institution  of 
divine  authority,  yet  its  forms,  and  the  persons  who 
administer  it,  all  originate  from  the  people.  A po- 
pular origin  cannojt,  tliereforc,  be  the  characieris- 
tical  distinction  of  a popular  representative,  which 
belongs  equally  to  all  parts  of  government,  and  in 
all  forms.  I'he  virtue,  spirit,  and  essence  of  a 
^iousc  of  commons  consists  in  its  being  tlie  express 
image  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  it  was  not  in- 
stituted to  be  a control  vpon  the  people,  as  of  late 
has  been  taught,  by  a doctrine  of  the  most  pernici- 
ous tendency,  but  as  a control  fur  the  people. 
Other  institutions  have  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  checking  popular  excesses;  and  thev  are,  I ap- 
prehend, fully  adequate  to  their  object.  If  not, 
they  ought  to  be  made  so.  But  the  house  of  com- 
mons, a.s  it  w’as  never  intended  for  the  support  of 
peace  and  subordination,  is  nruserably  appointed  for 


and  credit,  changed  into  a taxed,  oppressed,  over 
burdened  and  beggared  people — would,  he  thought, 
now  see  sufficient  reasons  for  inquiring  into  the  cause 
of  the  evil,  and  applying  the  proper  remedy,  f Uear^ 
hear.J  IL  was  said  that  our  constitution  was  a glo- 
rious constitution.  Yes,  it  was  so  in  the  books;  it 
was  so  in  the  works  of  our  political  writers;  it  was 
so  in  Montesquieu;  and  in  the  descriptions  wliich 
our  old  lawyers  and  st.atesmen  had  given  of  it:  but, 
practically  speaking,  there  was  not  more  wretched- 
ness, more  tampering  with  liberty,  or  move  corrup- 
tion in  any  part  of  Europe,  than  prevailed  under 
our  boasted  constitution.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  gentlemen  of  England  would  see  that  it  was 
not  Itieir  interest  to  fortify  this  system,  that  there 
would  be  no  check  or  control  over  government 
without  a change  in  th^  representation,  and  that 
their  property  would  soon  leave  them,  unless  there 
w-as  an  immediate  change.  When  the  members 
who  might  be  returned  after  the  reform  should  see, 
that  every  time  they  put  their  hand  in  the  public 
purse  they  took  something  out  of  their  own,  that 
profligate  and  wrasteful  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  would  of  course  cease.  At  present,  tlie  gen- 
tlemen of  England  saw  that  they  must  surrender 
their  comforts,  by  the  enjoyment  of  w-hich  they  pro- 
moted that  of  the  people — that  they  must  renounce 
that  hospitality  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  gra- 
tify their  own  feelings,  and  to  diffuse  happiness 
around  them — that  they  were  driven  from  the  seats 
of  their  ancestors,  and  obliged  to  bide  themselves 
from  tlie  pursuit  of  their  creditors  and  the  tax  ga- 
therers in  a foreign  land; — could  there  require  any 


other  arguments  for  reform?  If  they  would  takejtiiat  service;  having  no  stronger  weapon  than  its 
counsel  from  their  wisdom  and  not  from  their  fears,  j mace,  and  no  better  officer  than  its  sergeant  at 
they  would,  instead  of  passing  acts  to  oppress  the  [arms,  wdiich  it  caw  command  of  its  own  proper  au- 
people,  step  forward  for  their  protection;  and  ! thority,  A vigilant  and  jealous  eye  over  executory 
would  see  that  the  system  of  corruption  was  as  and  judicial  magistracy;  an  anxious  care  of  public 
destructive  of  their  own  interests  as  it  waa  of  that  money;  an  openness,  approaching  towards  facility, 
of  their  constituents.  He  hoped  the  people  would  to  public  complaint; — these  .seem  to  be  the  true 
not  cease  to  demapd  their  rights,  and  wmuld  compel  cbav^^cViristics  of  a house  of  commons.  But  an 
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addressing  house  of  comraons,  and  a petitioning 
nation;  a house  of  commons  full  of  confidence, 
when  the  nation  is  plunged  in  despair;  in  tlie  ut- 
most liarmony  with  ministers,  whom  the  people  re- 
g-ard  with  the  utmost  abhorrence;  who  vote  thanks 
w'hen  the  public  opinion  calls  upon  them  for  im- 
peachments; who  are  eager  to  grant,  when  the  ge- 
nerid  ^oice  demands  reckoning  and  account;  wlio, 
in  rdl  disputes  between  the  people  and  administra- 
tion, presume  against  tlie  people:  who  punish  their 
disorders,  butjrefuse  even  to  enquire  into  the  provo- 
cations to  tliem; — this  is  an  unnatural,  a monstrous 
state  of  things  in  tiiis  constitution.”  He  wished 
the  gentlemen  of  England  would  keep  one  fact  in 
mind — that  150  borough  proprietors  had  the  pro- 
perty, the  liberty,  and  the  lives  of  this  great  na- 
tion at  tlieir  disposal;  that  by  their  agents  they  con- 
stituted the  executi^'e  or  domineered  over  it,  that 
they  had  become  king,  lords,  and  commons,  and 
excluded  every  other  power  from  the  constitution. 
fheav,  hearj — and  he  asked  them  if  they  would 
allow  this  state  of  things  to  continue.?  The  Roman 
empire  had  been  set  up  for  sale  by  the  corruption 
of  its  legislature;  and  the  Athenians  were  so  atten- 
tive to  the  purity  of  theirs,  that  it  was  declared  high 
tieasonf  r anyone  not  a citizen  to  intrude  into  the 
legislative  assembly.  So  long  as  such  a house  of  com- 
mons as  that  which  he  described  should  continue  in 
the  country,  neillier  foreign  nor  domestic  dangers 
would  create  alarm.  He  wished  to  see  no  other 
house  of  commons  than  that  which  answered  to  the 
description  by  a great  man  of  what  a house  of  com- 
mons ought  to  be.  He  called  Mr.  Burk  a great 
man,  because  it  was  an  epithet  due  to  his  extraor- 
dinary abilities,  and  to  those  principles  which  he 
had  so  strenuosly  supported  during  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  life,  whatever  had  been  his  subsequent  de- 
puturefrom  them,  o»- whatever  had  been  its  cause. 
Mr  Burk  had  indeed  gone  farther,  and  declared  it 
to  be  better  that  the  house  should  partake  of  ev,ery 
epidemical  phrenzy  of  the  people,  than  that  it 
should  show  a perpetual  jealousy  of  their  rights. 
It  was  not,  however,  a jealousy  of  which  lie  now 
aomplained;  it  was  an  open  hostility  to  popular 
rights,  a want  of  all  common  feeling  with  the  coun- 
try at  large,  and  a cheaply  won  character  of  mag- 
nanimity, in  afTccting  to  despise  what  was  called 
the  clamor  of  the  people.  This  appeared  to  him, 
he  confessed,  to  be  hardly  decent;  but  as  he  did 
not  think  it  right  to  take  upon  liimself  to  point 
out  what  particular  course  it  might  be  most  advi- 
sable to  pursue,  he  could  only  entertain  hopes, 
tliat  the  house  v/ould  consent  to  an  enquiry  into 
the  facts  and  allegations  contained  in  the  petitions. 
Most  particularly  he  trusted,  that  the  committee, 
if  appointed,  woTild  direct  its  attention  to  the  al- 
leged nomination  of  members  by  peers;  a nomina- 
tion which  could  not  be  practised  but  in  defiance 
of  all  law,  decency,  and  reason.  It  vv''as  upon  these 
views  of  the  difference  between  the  constitution  as 
it  now  existed,  and  as  it  was  settled  at  the  revolu- j 
tion,  that  he  invited  the  house  to  listen  to  his  pro- 
position. Our  present  practice  had  varied  from 
the  standard  then  established  in  many  important 
points.  It  had  been  judged  necessary  at  that  pe- 
riod to  enact,  lliat  every  privy-counsellor  should 
subscribe  his  name  to  a copy  of  the  advice  which  he 
gave  his  sovereign.  Another  regulation  had  forits 
object  the  exclusion  of  persons  holding  offices  un- 
der the  crown  from  seats  in  parliament.  Every 
thing,  however,  which  had  been  interposed  as  a se- 
curity against  tlie  encroachments  of  power  had 
been  eidier  taken  away,  or  had  been  suffered  to 
become  a dead  letter.  Nothing  could  furnish  a 


I more  decisive  proof  tliat  the  house  of  commons  had 
I lost  its  former  connexion  v.  itli  the  peo])le;  that  llicy 
I no  longer  regarded  themselves  as  their  stewards  or 
servants,  but  as  a master  uniting  in  himself  all  tlie 
different  springs  and  species  of  authoviiy.  'What- 
ever might  be  thought  of  the  wisdom  or  expedien- 
cy of  annual  parliaments  at  present,  it  was  not  true 
that  they  were  unknown  to  the  history  of  the  con- 
stitution: in  the  discussions  on  the.  triennial  act,  the 
contrary  was  maintained  by  the  most  eminent  pub- 
lic characters  of  that  day.  “With  regard  to  tlie  sep- 
tennial act,  indeed,  he  wished  to  say  no  more,  than 
to  allude  to  the  opinion  expressed  of  it  by  Dr.  John- 
son, wlio,  he  supposed,  if  living,  would  now  be  con- 
sidered a jacobin.  (~ a laugh. J Dr.  Johnson,  when 
reprobating  as  unconstitutional  the  measure  by 
which  12  persons  were  raised,  during  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  at  one  time  to  the  peerage,  speak.s  of 
it  as  nothing  equal  or  approaching  to  tlie  contempt 
cf  all  human  right,  and  of  all  human  means  of  as- 
serting it,  which  was  exemplified  in  passing  the 
septennial  act.  But  the  pretence  then  was,  the  ex- 
istence of  a popish  faction;  another  proof  of  the 
aversion  which  had  so  long  prevailed  to  trust  to 
the  sense  and  wishes  of  the  country,  He  believed 
that  this  pretence  was  now  abandoned,  but  with  ve- 
ry little  alteration  even  in  its  name.  The  dread 
vvas  no  longer  excited  by  jacobitical,  but  a jacobi- 
nical  party.  Believing,  however,  as  he  did,  there 
was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  except  by  the 
government  continuing  to  do  wrong,  and  still  more 
to  alienate  instead  of  regaining  tlie  affections  of 
the  people,  by  restoring  to  them  their  undoubted 
rights,  he  should  conclude  by  moving  “That  a se- 
lect committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  repreasentation  of  the  country; 
and  to  report  their  observations  to  the  house.” 


Mercantile  Law  Case. 

A decision  has  been  recently  made  by  the  consti- 
tutional  court  of  South  Carolina,  consisting  of  judg- 
es Ba)',  Nott,  Colcock,  Johnson,  and  Cheves,  vrhich 
must  be  interesting  to  the  mercantile  world,  and 
as  the  report  of  the  case  is  too  long  for  insertion, 
we  give  a summary  of  it.  The  following  is  the 
state  of  the  case. 

Charleston^  19th  of  JMaijj  1817. 

“Gkougu  Dukcax  vs.  Isaac  Course. 

This  case  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Nott,  at 
Georgetown,  in  November  term,  1811.  It  was  an 
action  of  assumpsit,  in  which  the  defendant  gave 
in  evidence,  as  payment  of  the  sum  demanded,  a 
bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  a Mr.  Holmes, of  Charles- 
ton, on  a person  in  New  York,  payable  to  the  de- 
fendant, and  endorsed  by  him  to  the  plaintiff.  This 
bill  had  not  been  accepted,  nor  paid,  of  which  the 
plaintiff  had  given  due  notice;  but  he  had  omitted 
to  have  it  protested  for  non-acceptance. 

Two  questions  were  raised  upon  the  trial — 

1.  Whether  a bill  drawn  by  a person  resident  in 
Charleston y on  a person  resident  in  A’ew-York,  and 

payable  thercy  is  to  be  considered  a foreign  or  an 
inland  bill? 

2.  *‘Jf  it  is  to  be  considered  a foreign  billy  whether  a 
protest  for  non-acceptance  is  indispei),sably  necessa- 
ry to  give  the  indorsee  recourse  to  the  indorser.'^ 

The  presiding  judge,  on  the  circuit,  charged  the 

jur3%  that  such  a bill  was  a foreign  bill — and  that  a 
protest  was  indispensable;  and  a verdict  was  accord- 
ingly found  for  the  defendant.  On  a motion  to  set 
aside  that  verdict,  on  the  ground  of  misdirection 
in  the  judge,  the  court  unanimously  refusd  the  mo- 
tion, and  confirmed  the  charge  on  both  points. 
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()  ,iit  rif  'i  p'  in  , amon^^  oiher  till  gs,  - fc  conit 
s:y  —••However  s-irh  bills  may  have  beet^  coiisicler- 
cu  in  other  states,  there  has  never  been  but  one 
opinion  on  this  subject,  in  this  state.  Indeed  the 
principle  was  considered  so  well  settled,  that  on 
tlie.  trial,  until  a ditt’erent  opinion  was  found  im- 
ponant  to  the  event  of  the  cause,  the  council  con- 
curred that  there  could  be  no  dmbt  about  it.  And  it 
cannot  be  expected,  that  we  slmuld  vary  our  prac 
lice  and  chanp,e  uir  oninions  witli  the  varying  and 
conflicting  opinions  of  other  states. 

O ilie  second  p(uni,  it  is  laid  down,  that — “The 
English  law  has  been  received  in  South  Uaroli!iain 
its  full  extent,  and  may  be  considered  as  constitut- 
ing a part  of  the  comtnoti  law  of  the  state” — a.rd 
the  practice  is  said  to  have  been  uniform  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  a protest. 


Prisoners  with  the  Indians. 


minute  er  cpo'-ies  among  all  the  Indian  nations,  iii 
the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Huron,  as  well  as  among 
all  the  other  difterent  Indian  tribes  throughout 
the  Canadas,  I have  received  the  most  ])ositive  as- 
surances that  tliere  is  not  a single  inst.ance  of  an 
A nerican  citizen  being  held  in  captivity  among 
them. 

I’hese  enquiries  have  been  made  by  our  own  oili. 
cers  aiid  -.gents,  upon  whose  diligence  to  discover 
such  a fact,  and  on  the  correctness  of  whose  in- 
formation I can  confidently  rely.  I am  tiierefore 
satisfied,  that  upon  your  representation  hereof,  M”. 
Monroe  will  be  convinced  both  of  the  inaccuracy 
of  the  statement  made  to  him  on  tlie  subject,  and 
of  my  desire  to  have  discovered  and  redressed  the 
grievance,  had  it  existed. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  he  he. 

J e.  SHERBROOKE. 

The  riglit  hon.  C.  Bacot. 


FRO.^r  THE  GEORGETOWN  (KENTUCKY)  RA  RIOT. 

W’e  have  been  furnished,  for  publication,  with 
the  following  letters,  received  by  col.  Ji.  M.  John- 
son from  .he  acting  secretary  of  state,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  American  citizens  who  were  made 
prisoners  in  the  late  war,  and  were  supposed  to  be 
hell  in  captivity,  by  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Huron.  From  the  en- 
quiries  'that  appear  to  have  been  made  upon  the 
subject,  we  are  induced  to  believe,  that  the  re- 
presentations made  to  our  government  were  incor- 
rect, .and  that  but  few,  if  any,  of  our  citizens  who 
were  captives  in  the  late  war,  remain  with  the  In- 
dians. 

Departmant  of  state,  September  16,  1817. 

Sir — I have  received  a second  letter,  dated  12th 
of  tins  month,  from  the  British  minister  on  the  sub- 
ject of  American  citizens  who  were  made  prisoners 
m the  late  war,  and  were  said  to  be  still  held  in 
captivity  by  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  vicinity 
of  Lake’ Huron.  Of  this  letter  I beg  leave  to  en- 


Origin of  Trials  by  Jury. 

From  the  charge  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  province 
of  Loxi'cr  Canada  to  the  grand Jnri/  of  that  district. 

In  the  administration  of  justice  in  criminal  cases, 
our  law  has  wisely  provided  for  the  accusation  and 
trial  of  every  culprit  by  liis  peers;  ami  wltli  a view 
to  his  protection  against  the  possibility  of  oppres- 
sion, has  rendered  the  indictment  of  a graiul  jury, 
and  the  verdict  of  a petit  jury,  alike  indispensably 
necessary  to  his  condemnalion. 

The  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cases,  is  undoubtedly  of 
great  antiquity,  of  an  origin  so  remote,  that  tlie  ear- 
liest accounts  of  the  northern  nations  of  Europe,  in 
which  it  appears  to  have  been  almost  universal iy  in 
practice,  affords  us  proof  of  its  existence. — But  the 
previous  accusation  of  suspected  persons  in  crimi-’ 
nal  cases,  by  one  jury  of  twelve  or  more  of  dieir  fei- 
low-subjects,  and  a subsequent  trial  thereupon,  by  a 
second  jury  of  twelve  otliers,  is  a course  of  procee5- 
I ings  wliich  seems  to  liave  been  adopted  In  England 
copy,  together  with  the  copy  of  one!  only,  and  to  liave  arisen,  with  the  great  principles 

of  her  constitution,  'out  of  events  and  circumstan- 
ces peculiar  to  herself. 

In  the  Saxon  government  of  England,  we  find 
the  origin  of  grand  jury:  the  counties  were  tlieu 
divided  into  hundreds,  which  were  again  subdived 
into  decennaries;  of  tlie  former  each  contained  w i.h- 
in  its  limits  one  hundred  families;  of  the  latter, 
Washington  City,  Scptepiber  12,  1816.  each  contained  ten.  It  was  required  of  every  man 
Sir — In  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  j that  he  should  be  enrolled  in  some  decennary,  a id 
March  last,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the!  tiiose  wlio  were  not,  were  considered  if  nut  as  of- 


close  you 

Wliich  was  enclosed  in  it,  from  the  governor  general 
of  Canada  to  Mr.  Bagot. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours, 
£ic.  RICHARD  RU.SH, 

Actii\g  secretary. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson. 


copy  of  a letter  which  I have  this  day  received 
from  ids  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
acqualntii.g  me  with  the  result  of  his  enquiries  up, 
on  the  subject  of  the  American  citizens  who  were 
slated  to  be  still  held  in  captivity  by  some  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Huron. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  observe,  by  the  enclosed 


fenders,  at  least  in  the  light  of  suspected  persons, 
and  as  sucli  were  commiUcvl  to  custody,  until  some 
decennary  should  receive  them,  and  thereby  l>e- 
come  pledges  for  their  good  behavior;  every  mem- 
ber of  the  subdivisions  being  security  to  the  crown 
for  the  conduct  of  the  others,  and  bound  that  all 
and  every  of  them  slu>uld  keep  the  king’s  pcac-t 


letter,  that  every  means  have  been  taken  by  sir  ^ should  be  in  all  respects  of  good  bciir.vior  and 
John  Slierbrooke,  for  the  proper  investigation  of  I shoidd  abide  by  the  enquiries  and  awards  of  justice 


tins  affair,  and  that  there  is  the  fidlest  reason  to 
believe  that  the  representations  made  upon  the 
subject,  to  the  American  government,  were  incor- 
rect. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
CHARLES  BAGOT. 

The  hon.  Richard  Rush. 

Castle  of  St.  Louis,  Quebec,  August  24,  1817. 

Sir — Referring  to  my  letter  to  your  excellency, 
of  the  19i.h  of  February  last,  I have  now  the  honor 
to  acquaint  you,  that,  after  the  most  assiduous  and 


To  ensure  the  effect  of  this  obligation,  tlie  she- 
riff of  each  county,  as  the  guardian  of  the  public 
peace  within  its  lisnits,  perambtdated  his  liadr.vick 
twice  in  every  year,  and  in  eacii  hundred  held  h’-> 
court  or  torn:  an  appellation  which  in  England  i-' 
now  perhaps  obsolete,  but  which  the  annual  louvae 
of  the  courts  of  law  in  tliis  jirovince  renders  stlU 
familiar  and  intelligible  to  us.  Before  this  offeer 
in  every  liundred  were  impannelled  twelve  men 
summoned  from  the  several  decennaries  of  whicii 
the  hundred  was  composed,  in  such  m.anner  that 
one  at  least  was  returned  hy  eacli  of  them.  Tills 
inquest  investigated  the.  state  of  the  hundred,  iu- 
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quired  into  the  conduct  of  its  members,  and  upon 
specHic  articles  of  charge  referred  to  them  by  the 
slierilf,  or  by  their  own  presentment,  accused  all 
■who  had  been  guilty  of  offences. 

In  consequence  of  the  Norman  conquest,  the 
torn  of  the  sheriff,  so  far  as  it  related  to  criminal 
cases  -was  superseded  by  the  appointment  of  jus- 
tices in  Eyre,  who  made  circuits  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  held  their  court  in  each  county,  where 
they  took  cognizance-  of  every  crime  committed 
within  its  precincts. 

To  this  court  in  Eyre,  the  practice  of  the  sheriff’s 
jurisdiction  was  transferred,  and  the  king’s  sub- 
jects were  as  before  called  upon  to  assist  his  judges, 
in  the  detection  of  offenders  against  his  laws;  but 
the  jury  which  was  tims  summoned,  in  consequence 
of  the  courts  being  held,  not  merely  for  the  hundred 
in  wliich  it  met,  but  for  the  w'hole  country,  was  very 
greatly  augmented  in  number. — The  bailiff  or  chief 
peace  officer  of  each  hundred  was  first  sworn  to- 
choose  f>ur  knights  out  of  liis  hundred,  and  these 
took  oath,  that  they  would  faithfully  elect  twelve 
other  knights,  or  if  knights  could  not  be  had, 
twelve  “good  and  lawful  ffee-raen,”  not  suspected 
of  the  death  of  any  man,  or  of  breaches  of  the  peace, 
or  other  offences,  but  qualified  to  despatch  the 
king’s  business;  and  by  these  means  a jury  was  im- 
pannelled,  composed  of  twelve  jurors  for  every 
imndred  in  the  county. 

It  is  material  to  observe,  that  the  finding  of  the 
jury,  was  not  in  the  Saxon  nor  in  the  Norman  period 
of  English  history  conclusive  against  any  who  were 
accused  by  it.  In  the  Saxon  period,  the  person  in- 
dicted was  discharged  in  minor  offences  upon  his 
own  oath  of  his  innocence,  and  the  oaths  of  an  in- 
determinate number  of  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
who  vouched  for  his  credit,  and  swore  to  their  be- 
lief that  he  had  spoken  the  truth.— In  major  offen- 
ces, by  a successful  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  Hea- 
ven, by  the  ordeal  of  lire  or  water.  In  the  Norman 
period,  the  ordeal  was  succeeded  by  the  trial  by 
battle,  which  though  equally  uncertain  and  equal- 
ly impious,  was  mpre  consonant  to  the  martial  spi- 
rit of  the  age;  and  the  Saxon  purgation  by  the  oaths 
of  an  uncertain  number,  was  succeeded  by  the  ca- 
nonical purgation,  as  then  practised  in  the  ecclesi- 
astical courts,  by  which  the  oaths  of  twelve  per- 
sons, at  least,  selected  by  the  accused  and  sworn  to 
their  belief  of  his  innocence,  were  required  for  his 
exculpation. 

The  trial  by  battle  declined  as  the  influence  of 
the  clei'gy  increased,  while  the  cannonical  purgation 
fell  rapidly  iido  disrepute  and  disuse,  from  the  vast 
complication  of  perjury  and  subornation  of  perjury 
to  which  it  gave  rise,  and  to  these  modes  of  trial 
(if  they  deserve  that  name)  succeeded  in  the  courts 
in  Eyre  another  course  of  proceedings,  which  as  it 
is  evidently  the  origin  of  our  present  practice,  and 
has  been  accurately  preserved  to  us,  deserves  a 
more  particular  attention. 

The  commissions  from  which  the  justices  deriv- 
ed their  authority  being  first  openly  read  and  the 
jurors  being  elected,  as  the  twelve  of  each  hundred 
appeared.  The  first  juror  took  an  oath  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  “Hear  this  ye  justices,  that  I will 
speak  the  truth  of  that  which  you  shall  command 
me  on  the  part  of  our  lord  the  king,  nor  will  I for 
any  thing'  omit  so  to  do,  according  to  my  ability,  so 
help  me  God,  and  these  holy  gospels.”  The  re- 
maining eleven  were  then  sworn  each  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  “The  oath  which  he  (John)  here  hath 
taken,  I will  keep  on  my  part,  so  help  me  God,  and 
these  holy  gospels.”  The  justices  then  read  to 
them  the  charge  and  articles  of  inquiry,  as  in  the 


Saxon  times;  enlarging  upon  the  benefits  which 
followed  from  keeping  the  peace  and  good  order, 
noticing  the  violations  of  the  laws  which  had  been 
committed  within  the  county,  and  requiring  the 
whole  assembly  to  give  every  assistance  in  their 
power  for  the  discovery  of  all  offences  and  offend- 
ers. The  jury  was  then  informed,  that  if  they  knew 
of  any  suspected  persons,  they  were  bound  instantly 
to  cause  them  to  be  apprehended,  if  they  could  be 
found,  if  not,  to  convey  their  names  to  the  justices 
in  a schedule  privately:  that  they  might  not  escape 
but  be  secured.  The  jury  then  proceeded  to  en- 
quire into  all  the  matters  contained  in  the  charge  and 
articles  of  inquiry,  and  presented  all  whom  they 
judged  to  be  offenders  upon  their  own  knowledge 
or  upon  evidence.  The  accused  was  then  put  'to 
plead,  and  if  he  denied  the  charge  after  hearing  him 
and  his  witnesses,  it  was  recommitted  to  tlie  jury, 
who  were  desired  by  the  justices  to  reconsider  their 
accusation,  and  upon  a review  of  the  subject  and  of 
all  that  was  connected  with  it,  to  say  by  a free  de- 
claration, or  verdict,  whether  in  fact  he  was  guilty, 
or  not  guilty,  and  according  to  their  verdict,  lie 
was  acquitted  or  condemned. 

The  danger  of  submitting  to  the  same  persons, 
the  power  of  accusing  and  the  power  of  deciding 
upon  the  validity  of  their  own  accusation,  being 
soon  particularly  illustrated,  suggested  not  only 
the  expediency  but  the  necessity  of  a second  dis- 
tinct and  independent  jury,  and  from  hence,  (to  the 
exclusion  of  all  the  preceding  modes  of  trial)  arose 
the  petty  jury  or  jury  of  trial  in  criminal  cases. — 
In  contradistinction  to  the  grand  jury  or  jury  of 
accusation,  the  title  of  the  petit  or  smaller  jury, 
which  in  imitation  of  the  canonical  purgation  to 
which  it  succeeded,  was  composed  of  twelve  person^ 
and  the  title  of  the  grand  or  greater  jury,  which 
though  afterwards  reduced  to  twenty-three,  was 
then  a very  numerous  body,  being  derived  from  the 
superiority  of  the  one,  and  the  inferiority  of  the 
other,  in  point  of  numbers. 

In  this  brief  summary,  we  can  trace  the  princi-. 
pies  of  the  duty  of  grand  jurors  at  this  day  in  many 
respects. 


Crliise  of  the  Essex, 

FIIOT.1  THE  SALEM  GAZETTE  OF  OCT.  17. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  steps  of  our  fellow, 
men,  of  whatever  rank  or  character,  through  ex- 
traordinary adventures,  perils  or  sufferings  Capt. 
Page,  who  was  lately,  in  the  ship  Indus,  of  this  port, 
at  Nooahevah  in  the  south  sea,  the  scene  of  Capt,  ^ 
Porter’s  warfare  with  the  Typees,  has  related  to  us 
the  following  distressing  account: — That  at  that 
place  five  of  Capt.  Porter’s  men  stole  a boat,  and 
deserted,  probably  intending  to  harbor  about  among 
by-places  till  the  departure  of  the  American  expe- 
dition should  enable  them  to  return  and  take  up 
their  abode  for  a time  with  the  natives. — But  wliat-  , 
ever  might  be  their  plan,  it  was  soon,  overthrown  ^ 
by  an  act  of  Providence.  They  proceeded  first  to  ' 
a small  island  or  cluster  of  bare  rocks,  called  the 
Hergest  rocks,  their  heads  just  peeping  above  wa- 
ter, and  which  produced  no  edible  substance  for  ^ 
man  or  beast;  this,  however,  they  concluded  tel- 
make  their  resting  place  for  the  night,  and  accord- 
ingly anchored,  and  went  ashore  to  sleep;  but  be- 
fore morning  a wind  arose,  which  dashed  their  boat 
to  pieces  against  the  rocks,  leaving  them  no  means 
of  return. 

Here  then  they  were  obliged  to  remain,  and  en- 
deavour to  live  as  it  were  upon  nothing:  one  of 
them,  after  a while,  attempted  to  swim  towards  j 
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Nooahevah,  but  was  soon  devoured  by  the  sharks;  [immediately  surrounded  the  castle.  The  deep 

the  others  successively  perished:  but  the  fifili  moat,  the  draw-bridg. , the  ivied  tower  and  arched 
(whose  name  was  Thompson)  made  out  to  subsist  | portals,  opening  into  the  square  court,  had  a feudal 
there  cliieflv  upon  tlie  flesh  and  blood  ofsuch  birds  land  picturesque  character;  and  combined  with  the 
as  he’could  kill,  lighting  upon  the  rocks,  and  upon  i reserved  lints  and  fine  repose  of  evening,  associated 
the  dripp-ng  water  caught  in  the  skull  of  one  of  j with  that  exult;ition  of  feeling  which  belonged  to 
his  deceased  comrades,  wldch  he  used  as  a vessel  jthe  moment  preceding  a first  interview  with  those, 
for  that  purpose,  for  about  eigldeen  mouths,  when  Ion  whom  the  mind  has  long  dwelt  M'ith  admiration 
lie  was  discovered  by  a passing  vessel,  by  which  he  ' or  Interest. 

was  taken  ofi',  and  carried  to  Noouhevah,  a picture  , We  found  general  La  Fayette  surrounded  by  liis 
of  famine  and  de.spuir.  Here  he  reinaiued  till  his : patriarchal  family;— his  excellent  son  and  daughter 
health  and  strength  were  repaired,  when,  about  a '.in  law,  his  two  daughters  (the  sharers  of  his  dun- 
year  since,  he  sliipped  on  board  the  brig  Russel,  jgeon  in  Olmutz)  and  their  husbands;  eleven  grand 
Capt.  Almy,  of  New-Bedford,  for  Canton,  but  | children,  and  a venerable  grand  uncle,  the  exgrand 
which  has  not  been  heard  of  since  her  departure  : prior  of  Malta,  with  hair  as  white  as  snow,  and  his 
from  Nooahevah,  and  is  considered  lost,  and  all  her 'cross  and  his  order  worn,  as  proudly  as  when  he 
crew  unfortunately  to  have  perished.  [had  issued  forth  at  the  liead  of  his  pious  troops, 

Anotlier  of  Capt.  Porter’s  men,  by  the  name  of;  against  the  or  Christian  enem  . Such 


the  capture  of  the  frigate  Ersex.  These tt  willbe  |us  in  our  delightful  rambles  througli  the  grounds 
recollected,  Capt.  Hillvar,  refused  to  receive  as  iand  woods  of  La  Grange,  and  constantly  presented 
prisoners  and  send  home  in  the  cartel  with  tliose  I the  most  perfect  unity  of  family  interests,  habits, 
Ayres  therefore  remained  at  | taste,  and  a-fleclions. 

'We  nauirally  expect  to  find  strong  traces  of  time 
in  the  form  of  those,  will)  whose  name  and  deeds 
we  have  been  long  acquainted;  of  those  who  had 
obtained  the  suffrages  of  the  world,  almost  before 
we  ha!d  entered  it.  But,  on  the  person  of  La  Fay- 
ette, time  has  left  no  impression;  not  a wrinkle 
furrows  the  afnple  brow;  and  his  unbent  and  noble 
figure  is  still  as  upright,  bold,  and  vigorous,  as  the 
mind  that  informs  it.  Grace,  strength,  and  dignity 
I still  distinguish  the  fine  person  of  this  extraor- 
[din^ry  nian;  who,  though  more  than  forty  years  be- 
fore the  world,  engaged  in  scenes  of  strange  and 
eventful  conflict,  does  not  )'et  appear  to  have  reach- 


taken  in  the  ship. 

Valparaiso,  and  when  the  Royalists  became  masters  | 
of  the  place,  was  taken  up  and  confined  in  the  ' 
castle,  where  he  continued  a prisoner  till  March, 
1816,  wlienCapt.  Page,  beingat  that  place  through 
compassion  received  him  on  board,  and  brought 
him  home.  Ayres  was  a young  man,  belonging  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  had  served  his  time  at  the 
hatting  business:  he  was  a private  of  marines  with 
Captain  Porter,  and  this  extensive  cruise  was  the 
first  of  his  ever  being  at  sea. 


General  La  Fayette. 

It  cannot  be  uninteresting  to  any  American  to  | ed  his  climacteric.  Bustling  and  active  in  his  farm, 
liear  of  the  felicity  enjoyed  by  La  Fayette  in  the ) giaceful  and  elegant  in  his  saloon,  it  is  difficult  to 
shades  of  retirement.  An*ongst  all  the  interesting  j trace,  in  one  of  the  most  successful  agriculturists^. 


scenes  presented  to  tis  by  the  lively  pen  of  lady 
MoiiaAN  (formerly  Miss  Owenson)  in  her  account 
of  a late  visit  to  France,  none  has  more  attraction 
for  us  than  the  following  notice  of  the  distinguished 
jriend  of  liberty  and  of  America.  Int. 

FUOM  LADr  mougas’s  “frakck.” 

General  La  Fayette  has  not  appeared  in  Paris, 
since  the  return  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty  to  France. 
And  I should  liave  left  lliat  country,  without  hav- 
ing seen  one  of  its  greatest  ornaments,  had  not  a 
fluttering  invitation  from  the  Chateau  La  Grange 
enabled  me  to  gratify  a wish,  long  and  devoutly 
cherished,  of  knowing,  or  at  least  of  beholding,  its 
illustrious  master, 
family  of  La  Fayette,  by  the  young  and  amiable 
princess  Ch;irlotte  de  B***,  we  undertook  our 
journey,  to  La  Grange  wdth  the  same  pleasure  as 
%he  pilgrim  his  first  unwearied  steps  to  the  shrine 
cf  sainted  excellence. 


and  one  of  the  most  perfect  fine  gentlemen  that 
France  lias  produced,  a warrior  and  a legislator. 
The  patriot,  however,  is  always  discernable. 

In  the  full  possession  of  every  faculty  and  tale»it 
he  ever  possessed,  the  memory  of  M.  La  Fayette 
has  all  the  tenacity  of  unworn  youthful  recollection; 
and,  besides  tliese,  high  views  of  all  that  Is  most 
elevated  in  the  mind’s  conception.  His  conversa- 
tion is  brilliantly  enriched  with  anecdotes  cf  ail 
that  is  celebrated,  in  character  and  event,  for  the 
last  fifty  years.  He  stHl  talks  with  unwearied  de- 
light of  his  short  visit  to  England,  to  his  friend 


Mr.  Fox,  and  dwelt  on  the  icitchery  of  the  late 
Introduced  by  proxy  to  the  | Duchess  of  Devonshire,  with  almost  boyish  enthu- 
siasm. He  speaks  and  writes  English  with  the  same 
elegance  he  does  bis  native  tongue.  He  has  made 
hinsself  iniu^terof  all  that  is  best  worth  knowing, 
in  English  literature  and  philosophy.  Iobserve<i 
that  his  library  contained  many  of  our  most  emi- 


In  the  midst  of  a fertile  and  luxuriant  wilder- 1 nent  authors  upon  all  subjects.  His  elegant,  and 

' Well  chosen,  collection  of  books,  occupies  the  high- 
est apartments  in  one  of  the  towers  of  the  chateau; 
and,  like  the  study  of  Montaigne,  hangs  over  the. 
farm  yard  of  the  philosophical  agriculturist.  “It 
frequently  happens,”  said  M.  V.a  Fayette,  as  we 


ne«s,  rising  above  prolific  orchards  and  antiquated 
woods,  appeared  the  five  towers  of  La  Grange 
Blessneau,  tinged  with  the  golden  rays  of  the 
setting  sun.  Througii  the  boles  of  the  trees  ap- 
peared the  pretty  village  of  Aubepierre,  once,  per 


haps,  the  dependency  of  the  castle,  and  clustering!  were  looking  out  of  the  window  at  some  flocks 
near  llie  protection  of  its  walls,  A remoter  view  of  I which  were  moving  beneath,  “ii  frequently  liappens 
the  village  of  D’Hieres,  with  its  gleammg  river  and  j that  my  merinos,  and  my  hay  carts,  dispute  n'.y  at- 
romantic  valley,  w’as  cauglit  and  lost,  alternately,  tention  with  your  Hume,  or  our  own  Voltaire.” 
in  the  sei'pentine  mazes  of  the  rugged  road;  which.  He  spoke  w’ith  great  plea.sure  on  the  visifpaid 
accommodated  to  the  grouping  of  the  trees,  wound  | him  at  La  Grange  some  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Fox  and 
amidst  branches  laden  with  ripening  fruit,  till  its  [General  Fitzpatrick.  He  took  me  out,  the  morn- 
i:,\tden^s  ih  th?  veh;§t  lawn  that  |ing  cr  my  arrival,  to  show  me  a tower,  ifichly 
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4 covered  with  ivy.  “Il  was  Fox,”  he  said, “who  plant-  rise  the  establishment  of  majorats  for  t’  e^'  . ' di- 
ed that  ivy!  I have  taught  my  grand-children  to , tavy  peerage.  A majorat  is  a herediturv  fitf.  No 

venerate  it.”  person  is  in  future  lo  be  called  to  the  house  -'f 

'I’he  chateau  La  Grange  does  not,  however,  want  j peers,  ecclesiastics  excepted,  wlio  has  not  pre.vi- 
ollier  points  of  interest. — Founded  bv  Louis  Lejously  obtained  the  king’s  authority  to  I’orm  a rna- 
Gros,  and  occupied  by  the  princes  of  Lorraine,  tlieijovai.  There  are  to  be  three  clus.ses  of  majora  j, 
mirk  of  a cannon  ball  is  still  visible  in  one  of  its  1 viz.  those  attached  to  the  tide  of  duke,  con.-isti  g 


towers,  which  penetrated  the  masonry,when  attack- 
ed by  Marechal  Turenne.  Here,  in  the  plain,  but 
I'pacious,  salon- amanger.  the  peasantry  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  domestiics  of  the  castle,  as- 
semble every  Sunday  evening  in  winter,  to  dance  to 
the  violin  of  the  concierge^  and  are  regaled  with 
cakes,  and  eau-s7/cree.  'Hie  General  is  usually,  and 
his  family  are  ahonys,  present,  at  these  rustic  balls. 
The  young  people  occasionally  dance  among  the 
tenantry,  and  .set  the  examples  of  new  steps,  fresh- 
ly impoi'ted  by  their  Paris  dancing-master. 

In  tl)e  summer  tliis  patriarchal  re-union  takes 
])lace  in  the  park,  where  a space  is  cleared  for  the 
purpose,  shaded  by  the  lofty  trees  which  encircle 
it.  A thousand  times,  in  contemplating  La  Fayette, 
in  the  midst  of  his  charming  familv,  the  last  years 
of  the  life  of  the  Chancellor  de  I’liopital  recurred 
to  me, — he,  whom  the  naive  Brantome  likens  to 
Cato;  and  who,  loving  liberty  as  he  hated  faction, 
retired  from  a court  unworthy  of  his  virtues,  to  his 
little  domain  of  Vignay,  which  he  cultivated  him- 
self, &c.  &c. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  British  affect  great  surprize  that  the  United 
States,  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  are  exerting 
themselves  to  build  a few  ships  of  war;  and  some 
of  them,  very  tenderly,  seem  disposed  to  think  tljat 
the  cause  ought  to  be  enquired  into.  It  is  a fact, 
that  Great  Britain  is  now  giving  her  numerous  sliips 
a complete  overhaul,  and  is  building  many  new 
vessels.  What  would  these  folks  say,  if  we,  in  re- 
turn, should  modestly  demand  why  she  is  doing  so.? 
“It  is  a bad  rule  that  will  not  work  both  ways.” 

A most  extraordinary  depression  has  taken  place 
in  the  value  of  exchequ  r bills  and  India  bonds, 
the  former  having  fallen  from  84s.  to  21s.  prm.  and 
the  latter  from  126s.  to  75s.  prm. 

Greemvich  Hospital. — The  Hospital  and  Chest, 
notwithstanding  the  immense  claims  made  upon 
them,  have  been  able  to  accumulate  in  the  funds 
no  less  than  i£3,760,000  3 per  cents. 

Since  1814,  a system  of  registry  of  seamen  has 
been  adopted,  and  of  the  32,000  out-pensioners 
nowon  tlie  books,  not  less  than  from  12  to  15,000 
are  capable  of  active  service  afloat,  and  a further 
number  might  be  found  useful  for  shore  or  harbor 
service.  The  committee  recommend  government 
to  pay  a minute  practical  attention  to  the  operation 
of  this  part  of  the  system. 

The  Tavistock  canal,  forming  a communication 
with  the  'femar,  and  which  was  commenced  14 
years  ago  having  cost  £70.,000,  was  opened  on  the 
26th  Aug.  A numerous  company  of  between  3 and 
400  persons,  in  boats  constructed  of  sheet  iron,  pro- 
ceeded through  the  tunnel  a distance  of  a mile  and 
three  quarters  under  ground,  beneath  a canopy  of  so- 
lid rock,  i.i  a depth  of  4.-30  feet  from  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  accompanied  in  their  dark  passages  by 
songs  and  music.  The  duke  of  Bedford  has  very 
liberally  contributed  to  this  service. 

Liverpool,  Sept.  16. — Am.  flour  45  to  46s.  per  bbl. 

FRANCE. 

The  Moniteur  contains  a royal  ordinance,  dated 
the  25th  of  August.  The  object  of  it  is  to  autho- 


of  prop'^rty  producing  not  less  than  30,000  T ».n  s 
annually;  those  of  the  title  of  marquis  and  count, 
producing  not  less  than  20,000  francs;  and  those 
attached  to  the  title  of  visiujmits  and  barons,  pro- 
ducing not  less  than  10,000  francs.  Thus  the  king, 
by  his  owt\  persoual  command,  without  the  concur- 
rence of  either  chamber,  makes  regulations  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

A letter  fromj’aris  to  the  editor  of  the  CoUimbi- 
an,  says — Tlie  newspaper  called  the  ConstitutioneJ, 
edited  by  a society  of  gentlemen  of  tlie  highest  li- 
terary acquirmenls,  and  perhaps  the  best  edited 
daily  paper  in  the  world,  was  suppressed  on  tlie 
16v.h  ultimo,  because  (as  is  reported)  in  giving  an 
account  of  the  pictures  exposed  in  the  gallery  of 
the  Louvre,  and  speaking  of  those  of  Tsabey,  it 
was  Said,  “We  have  observed  among  the  most  beau- 
tiful designs,  Ihe  picture  of  a child,  bearing  In  his 
hands  a very  large  bouquet  of  roses.  The  associa- 
tion of  these  beautiful  products  of  spring  with  the 
graces' of  infancy,  excites  the  idea  of  hope  iit  the 
mind.  In  the  midst  of  tlie  bouquet,  the  artist  has 
placed  some  beautiful  violets,  which  has  given  to 
the  whole  a most  chegrful  effect.  These  flowers 
are  known  in  Germany  by  the  name  of  tvergiss  mein 
nicht — do  not  forget  me.” 

[The  violet,  with  the  motto  “do  not  forget  me,” 
is  supposed  to  be  the  rallying  point  of  the  Bona- 
partists — and  government  seems  to  tremble  at  the 
mention  of  any  thing  that  belongs  to  him.] 

Gen.  Debele,  whose  sentence  of  death  was  com- 
muted to  10  years  imprisonment,  has  received  a 
free  pardon. 

SPAIN. 

The  new  system  of  taxation  in  Spain  very  proper- 
ly aflects  the  revenues  of  what  is  called  “/Ae  church^* 
and  the  monks  have  began  to  preach  against  it — 
some  of  them  have  been  arrested  for  interfering 
with  the  temporal  authority.  So  far  Ferdinand  is 
right,  and  we  wish  him  success. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Lord  Wellington  had  been  nonsuited  in  Ins  pro- 
secution of  the  Ghent  Journal,  and  adjudged  to 
pay  the  cost.  It  is  said  the  duke  had  appealed  from 
this  decision. 

GERMANY. 

Breslau,  August  23. — la  consequence  of  a riot 
which  took  place  on  account  of  the  arrest  of  some 
citizens,  whom  it  was  attempted  to  set  at  liberty, 
and  respecting  which  the  particular  details  are  not 
known,  the  government  issued  a pi’oclamalion,  as 
follows: 

1.  FiVery  house-keeper  must  keep  his  door  shut, 
nor  suffer  any  of  the  inmates  to  go  out  wltliout 
urgent  necessity;  and  also  to  keep  tiie  windows  shut. 

2.  Parents,  teachers,  masters,  §cc.  take  care  that 
all  persons  under  their  care  remain  at  home. 

3.  All  public  houst.s  of  every  description  to  re- 
main shut,  and  the  s.ale  of  strong  liquors  not  allowed 
on  any  pretext. 

4.  No  more  than  three  persons  may  stand  toge- 
ther in  the  streets,  nor  may  single  individuals  stand 
still  there.  Whoever  transgresses  tiiis  order  will 
be  driven  away  by  force  of  mms,  and  no  regard  paid 
to  his  life. 

5.  Every  large  collection  of  people  will  be  dis- 
persed by  the  unreserved  employment  of  artillery. 
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The  military  M’ill,  for  this  purpose,  use  tlielr  full 

power. Every  one  has  to  observe  this,  and  to 

ascribe  to  himself  alone  the  inevitable  consecpiencts 
of  his  disobedience. 

BUSSTA. 

AVe  hear  that  g-en.  baron  Zuyll  is  to  be  succeed 
Mr.  Daschkofi;  as  minister  to  ❖he  United  States  from 
the  court  ofliussia. 

A princess  of  Prussi.a  who  was  to  be  married  to  a 
brother  of  the  emperor,  was  received  v.'ith  f^reat 
jp'eat  pomp  at  Si.  Petersburg — she  was  escorted  in- 
to the  city  by  40,000  soldiers.  But  tlie  marriage 
could  not  take  place  until  the  lady  cluniged  her  reli 
gion — and  she  fainted  tiuice  in  going  ihrovgh  the  cere 
mouy  of  renouncing  her  former  faith.  Tims  every 
thing  bends  to  “legitimacy.” 

The  emperor  lias  lately  Increased  the  pay  ofhis 
soldiers,  and  is  very  attentive  to  his  army,  lie  is 
also  building  a number  of  74’sand  frigates. 

Russia  is  negociating  a loan  in  Germany. 

SWEUEX. 

Two  of  the  Swedish  literati,  Dr,  Eugellen  and 
professor  Irah,  liave  been  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment, one  for  life,  for  having  drank  the  health  of 
Gustavus  A'th,  as  king  of  Sweden. — Q:;^The  (^usta- 
vus  alluded  to  is  the  son  of  Gustavus- Adolphus  who 
abdicated  the  throne  in  1809 — he  is  the  nephew  of 
the  emprftss  of  Russia,  and  now  educating  under 
her  care,  and  about  18  years  old.  The  present  king 
of  Sweden  is  about  70  years  of  age,  and  when  he 
dies  it  is  probable  the  Rernadotte,  tlie  “crown 
prince”  will  be  dismissed  to  make  room  for  the 
young  Gustavus. 

HU-lfGABT. 

A baker’s  boy  nineteen  years  of  age,  convicted  in 
Hungary  ofhaving  seven  times  committed  the  crime 
of  arson,  has  been  condemned  by  the  Ti  ibunal  of 
the  county  of  Eissiuburg  to  be  burned  alive! 

ST.  HELENA, 

A letter  from  St,  Helena,  published  in  a London 
paper,  says — “.Madame  Bertrand  continues  the 
same  gay  creature  as  ever.  She  washrouglit  to  bed 
a few  days  ago.  Bonaparte  paid  her  a lying-in-visit. 
— She  took  l.cr  child  in  her  arms,  and  presented  it 
to  the  ex-eni])eror,  saying,  “Sire,  I hive  the  plea- 
sure of  shewing  you  a great  curiosity — in  a word, 
an  unique — the  first  stranger  that  ever  was  allowed 
to  approach  your  majesty  in  this  island,  without 
permission  from  the  governor,  or  .an  order  from  tlie 
secretary  of  state.”  Bonaparte  was  quite  pleased  at 
the  bon  mot,  and  laughed  heartily. 

bmazil. 

A Paris  paper  says — A private  letter  from  Baliia, 
dated  10th  June,  says,  that  Martinez  had  been  re- 
peatedly interrogated.  On  one  of  tiiose  occasion.s, 
the  president  asked  him  wliat  induced  him  to  as- 
sume the  title  of  “prince  of  liberty?”  Martinez 
replied,  “I  exacted  nothing fr.o in  the  people.  They 
wish  to  be  free,  and  tiiey  will  he  so.  I was  not 
guilty  of  the  absurdity  which  you  commit,  in  unit- 
ing the  word  “liberty”  to  that  of  “prince.”  “Ifmy 
pretended  friends  at  Rio  and  Bahia  hud  kept  tiieir 
word  as  I kept  mine,  you — gentlemen  commis- 
sioners— would  have  played  before  me  the  part 
which  you  are  now  making  me  play.  You  seek  for 
my  accomplices.  E.xamine  yourselves — look  among 
yourselves— and  perhaps  nnany  of  my  judges  wiii 
quit  the  bench  to  place  themselves  at  the  bar.” — 
Tliis  speech  has  been  variously  interpreted;  but 
tlie  fate  of  Maninez,  and  of  his  four  comrades  is 
Certain,  and  they  expect  it. 

Si-AMSil  AMETilCA. 

There  is  a report  that  gen.  hiinahad  intercepted 
two  couriers  on  their  way  from  Mexico  to  La  Ve- 


ra Cruz,  and  it  was  said  lie  had  obtained  possession 
of  one  of  tlie  mines. 

The  failure  of  tlie  attack  by  gen.  Morlllo  on  Mar- 
garetta,  lias  alrea«ly  been  mentioned.  It  appears 
that  he  was  completely  defeated:  the  patrkits  led 
him  into  an  ambusli,  killed  600  anvl  wounded  many 
more  of  his  men,  i:i  a very  sliort  space  of  time,  and 
threw  his  forces  into  such  confusion  lliat  many 
were  drowned  in  regaining  tJieir  vessels — others 
fled  to  tlie  mountains,  where  they  perished.  Tlie 
victors  were  employed  three  da3’s  in  securing  tlie 
iimmunition  and  stores  abandoned  by  the  royalists. 
‘'Perish  the  invaders?’ 

V/liile  in  Margiretta,  the  infernal  Morillo  de- 
stroyed every  thing  that  came  within  liis  power — he 
murdered  14  of  the  inhabitants,  who  offered  sub- 
mission, with  his  own  liand,  and  caused  400  womeu 
and  children  to  be  thrown  into  the  sea.  The  vil- 
lian  let  lives — but  heaven  is  just. 

St.  George’s,  Gre^iada,  ,ivgnst  9. — In  the  course  of 
yesterday  and  tliis  morning,  the  greater  part  of  a 
Spanish  royrdist  squadron,  consisting  in  all  of  17 
sail,  arrived  here  from  the  Oronoke  commanded 
by  brigadier  de  Torres,  in  the  corvette  Mercia. — 
It  appears  that  the  Royalists  have  been  compelled 
to  evacuate  Augustura,  and  four  vessels  of  their 
squadron  are  said  to  have  been  captured  by  the 
Independents. 

Kingston^  Ja?n.  Sept.  9. — AVe  are  authorised  to 
state  that  his  majesty’s  sloop  Tyrian  will  sail  on 
Wednesday  moniir.g  next  the  17th  inst.  and  will  af- 
ford protection  to  whatever  merchant  vessels,  lade» 
with  British  ntannfaclvred  goods,  and  bound  to 
Cartliagena  and  Santa  Martha,  which  may  be  in 
readiness  to  lake  advantage  thereof. 

/ FLOIUTIA. 

AVe  iTav'c  nothing  importaint  from  Amelia  island — 
wl.ere  there  now  appears  to  be  a respectable  force, 
well  organized.  Tlie  design  seems  manifest  that 
tliosc  who  liold  it  mean  to  keep  it  merely  as  a place 
of  deposit. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  PuEsiiiENT  has  returned  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment from  a sliort  visit  to  his  estate  in  A'ir- 
ginia. 

Majcr  Gen.  Scott  lias  gone  to  AVest  Point,  where 
a strict  scrutiny  will  be  made  into  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  of  tliat  institution. 

Flour  at  Baltimore,  Oct.  21 — ^^.9,5,  in  “counU 
bank  paper” — about  “Baltimore  money.”  AVhis- 
key,  66  to  68  cents, 

A vessel  belonging  to  Bristol,  R,  I.  has  been 
brought  in  by  the  revenue  cutter,  on  the  ground 
ofhaving  increased  her  armament  after  leaving  the 
port. 

Emigration. — The  British  sliip  Mary  Ann,  has  ar- 
rived at  Boston  in  50  days  from  London,  with  two 
hundred  and  four  passengers.  The  Mary  Ann  was 
bound  to  St,  .lohii,  {JS.  B.)  but  the  passengers  not 
wishing  to  go  there,  rose  upon  the  crew,  and 
brouglit  the  vessel  into  Boston. 

The  Scniimle  Indians. — It  does  not  appear  tliat 
the:^e  indians  have  yet  complied  with  the  requisi- 
tion of  gen.  Gi'.liies,  respecting  certain  murderers 
hiu  Iiored  amongst  them.  One  of  the  cliiefs  in  answer 
to  the  general,  is  reported  to  liave  said,  that  lie  ex- 
pected an  Fmgdsh  agent,  who  would  settle  the  affair, 
by  driving  the  Americans  back. — Gen.G.  has,  how- 
ever, adopted  measures  to  punish  tliem  if  they  do 
not  beluve  peaceably,  and.  also  to  restrain  any  per- 
sons Iroin  coiiiniittiug  unauthorized  depredations 
upon  tiiem. 
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**  An  Iwporling  Company^  with  a capital  of  three 
millions,  is  about  to  be  established  in  Baltimore. 
Its  object  is  to  afford  a seasonable,  regular  and 
full  supply  of  goods  from  all  parts  of  the  w'orld, 
for  the  country  trade,  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 
The  character  of  ihe  gentlemen  who  have  embark 
ed  in  this  grand  undertaking,  gives  us  the  most  fa- 
vorable prospects  of  its  complete  success — to  the 
advantage  of  the  stockholders,  aad  in  securing  for 
the  city  of  Baltimore  its  rightful  share  of  the  trade 
of  the  inteaor.  Its  business  will  be  conducted  bv 
men  of  high  minds  and  extended  views. 

JVaval — It  is  reported  that  captain  Morris  leaves 
the  Congress  frigate,  and  is  to  take  command  of 
the  Java,  now  lying  at  Boston;  and  that  the  sloops 
Lynx  and  Prometheus,  in  this  harbor,  will  soon 
proceed  to  the  gulph  of  Mexico, 

The  U.  S.  brig  Saranac  has  detained  a schooner 
bearing  the  Mexican  fla^,  in  consequence  of  her 
commission  not  appearing  genuine. 

Rarities.-^h.  woman  was  lately  executed  for  the 
murder  of  an  infant  child,  at  Hudson,  N.  Y. — it  is 
remarked  that  the  gallows  erected  for  her  was  the 
first  that  had  ever  been  seen  at  or  near  that  city. 

A man  comrpitted  a robbery  on  the  road,  in  Ver- 
mont, and  is  noted  as  the  first  footpad  in  the  state. 

Pennsylvania  election. — The  returns  received 
give  a majority  of  about  6000  to  Mr.  Findlay,  wjiose 
election  is  certain.?  His  whole  majority  may  ri.se 
from  iO  lo  12,000.  When  the  returns  are  complete 
w’e  shall  give  the  voles  of  the  several  counties. 

Missouri  election. — The  following  is  the  official  re- 
turn of  the  votes  taken  at  the  late  election  for  a 


iffate  to  congress  for  the  territory 

of  Missouri — 

Counties. 

Scott. 

Easton. 

St.  Louis 

607 

312 

St.  Charles, 

173 

407 

■Washington, 

254 

123 

St.  Genevieve, 

469 

158 

Cape  Girardeau, 

365 

242 

New  Madrid, 

141 

72 

Howard, 

138 

170 

Lawrence, 

211 

185 

Arkansas, 

48 

345 

2406 

2014 

Gen.  Jackson.  A report  has  been  circulated  that 
the  hero  of  New  Orleans  had  been  killed  in  duel. 
\Ve  are  happy  to  believe  there  was  no  foundation 
foP  it. 

It  was  erroneously  stated  that  Mr.  Brackenridge 
bad  left  the  United  States  in  the  sloop  of  war  On- 
tario. He  is  now  at  Washington  city.  The  Nati- 
onal Intelligeimer  intimates  that  that  vessel  is 
bound  for  a cruise  “on  the  American  coast  of  the 
Pacific  ocean.” 

r The  governor  of  Nevv-York  has  recommended 
Thursday,  the  13th  day  of  November  next,  to  be 
observed  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  state  as  a day  of 
thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  the  AlmightyGod  fof  his 
manifold  blessings  and  grsrcious  dispensations. 

Coi^on.—Frauds  in  the  packing  of  cotton  are  still 
spoken  of.  Why  do  not  the  legislatures  of  the 
southern  states  adopt  some  measure  to  preserve 
the  chara-cler  of  their  great  staple? 

Sales  of  codon  at  Charleston,  Oct.  15 — Sea  island 
45,  Santee,  Sec.  40  a 41,  siiort  staple  29  o 30;  mid- 
dling 26  a 27. 

From  the  A^ational  Intelligencer. — At  a general 
court  martial,  convened  at  Erie,  Pa.  oh  the  11th 
day  of  September,  1817,  and  by  adjournment  until 
the  16th  day  of  the  same  month,  of  which  Robert 
T.  Spence,  esq.  a captain  in  the  United  States  navy, 
was  president,  and  Ralph  Jtlarlin.  esq.  judge 


vooate,  Daniel  S.  Dexter,  esq.  a master  comrnandatit 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  and  the  command- 
ing naval  officer  of  the  station  at  Erie,  was  tried 
upon  charges,  and  specifications  of  the  same,  per- 
ferred  against  hira  by  lieut.  John  A.  Wish,  of  the 
United  States  navy. 

SBNTK.XCF.  OE  THE  COUIIT. 

The  court,  after  maturely  deliberating  on  Iht 
testimony  in  support  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions of  c’'arges,  perferred  against  Daniel  S.  Dexter^ 
master  commandant.  United  States  navy  by  lieut. 
Wish,  unanimously  acquit  him,  in  a full  and  honor- 
able  manner,  it  not  .appearing  to  said  court  that 
x.ny  censure  should  att.tch  to  his  conduct  as  com- 
manding officer.  Robt.  T.  Spexce,  president. 

Ralph  Marlin,  judge  advocate. 

The  preceding  sentence  of  the  general  court  mar- 
tial has  been  approved,  and  master  commandant 
Daniel  S.  Dexter  ordered  to  reassume  the  command 
of  the  station  at  E“ie. 

INDIAN  TREATY— We  understand  that  a treaty 
was  signed  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  Miami 
of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  29th  ult.  by  gov.  Cass  and 
gen.  M‘Artlmr,  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  Wyandot,  Delaware,  Shawanoes,  Seneca,  Otto- 
way,  Chippewa  and  Potowatamy  tribes  of  Indians; 
by  which  these  tribes  have  ceded  to  tlie  United 
States  all  the  lands  which  they  claimed  within  the 
limits  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Indians  now  residing 
on  the  ceded  lands  will  not  remove  from  them,  but 
will  remain  and  be  subject,  consequently,  to  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  those  of  the  United 
States  They  have  reserved  to  themselves  within 
the  ceded  territory  a number  of  separate  tracts  of 
land,  amounting  altogether  to  about  three  hundred 
thousand  acres,.^which  is  to  beheld  by  them  in  fee- 
simple,  under  a patent  from  the  president  of  the- 
United  States,  and  subject  to  be  alienated  with  his 
approbation,  hut  to  be  exempted  from  taxation,  so 
long  as  it  remains  Indian  property. 

This  treaty,  whether  considered  in  its  fiscal,  po- 
litical, or  moral  effects,  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  important  which  has  ever  been  entered 
into  with  our  red  brethren.  The  quantity  of  land 
acquired  is  between  seven  and  eight  millions  of 
acres,  equal  in  quality  and*fsituation  to  any  other 
tract  of  land,  of  similar  extent,  in  the  United 
States,  and  which  will,  from  the  facility  afforded 
to  emigrants  from  the  New-England  states,  and 
that  of  New-York,  by  means  of  the  lake  naviga- 
tion, be  settled  with  an  unexampled  rapidity,  and 
will  bind  together  and  strengthen  the  whole  extent 
of  our  noj;th-west  frontier,  in  such  a manner  as  to 
make  the  acquisition,  in  a military  point  of  view, 
invaluable. 

The  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Cberokees, 
and  that  now  alluded  to,  forms  the  commencement 
of  a system  by  which  tlie  white  and  red  population 
of  our  country  will  be  amalgamated  by  a gradual 
but  sur^  process;  the  foundation  of  which  was  laid 
by  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  he  introduced  his  system 
for  the  promotion  of  civilization  among  the  Indians; 
a system  that  has  diffused  among  them  a knowledge 
of  the  value  of  property,  created  a corresponding 
desire  to  appropriate  it  specifically,  and  impressed 
them  with  the  necessity  of  adequate  laws  for  its 
protection. 

These  treaties  were  entered  into  under  instruc- 
tions, issued  through  the  department  of  war,  and 
will  evince  to  tlie  citizens  of  the  western  states  that 
their  essential  interests  are  understood  and  attend- 
ed to  by  the  government.  [Ab#.  ihr. 
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rUINTF.n  AVI)  PUHLtSHED  BT  U.  MILES,  AT  ^5  PER  Ay:iCMj  PAYABI.R  I .V  ARVAXJUE. 


racter  or  talents  are  e[itirely  liis  own — tiiey 
arc  the  property  of  the  circle  witliin  '.vliich  h.c 


moves:  and  every  one  may  be  respectively  cal 
led  upon  to  exert  them  for  the  common  benefife 
of  his  sphere. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  I am  about 
I liave  not  yet  Ito  invite  yon  to  lend  to  t'le  people  of  tlie  Urnled 
:isure  to  rend  this  letter  widi  the  vc.spectful  j gtates.,  (to  whom  it  belongs)  the  weiii,iit  of 
ion  that  is  elite  to  it.  Tlie  subject  is  one  of  talents  and  character  to  influence  the 


Cnhniznlion  of  ihe  free  b'acks.  A very  friemlty 
polite  writer,  who  “has  agreed  witli  me  most 
roruiully  in  sentiment  upon  every  gon»-rHl  subject 
that  I li.ave  touched  with  my  pen,  since  he  Jiu.s  been 
a i eatler  of  the  Reirister,”  except  niy  remarks  on 
liiC  “colonization-scheme,”  lias  addressed  a long 
ami  ingenious  letter  to  me  through  tlie  De.laivure 
V,’’(itchiuan,  in  suj'.port  of  that  pbn 
li.id  leisur 
attenlio 

il.e  p:veate,st  .ntcres;;  ,„k1  ihe  wi-iu-.-  m^y  efti/rfren— to  teach  them,  not 

.Eiired,  thougil  a ditrerence  of  opiiiion  may  exist  oe-l  , , i.  xi  • * = a.  • ' 

uveen  us  ..s  -.0  i!:e  that  there  is  m.ue  in  ourjonb'  the  reverence  due  to  tl'.eir Creator  :n  th.e 

object:  and  if  by  this  essay,  or  any  thing  else  that  1 idays  of  tlieir  vouth,  and  the  necessity  ol  a due 
seeor  hear,  I sIihII  be  convicltd  of  error,  and  standiobservance  of  the  moral  law,  but  to  Uupre.ss 
convinced  that  the  colonizHtion  plan  l.s  coinpetent  upon  tlieir  tender  inituls  an  uiiextin<^uishable 
to  relieve  us  of  the  pressure  of  an  evil  every  day  of  country  and  a plX)found  respect  for  its 

bcconhug  uu)reu,Kl,iu, re  extensive  l uiU  republican  institutions;  so  that,  as  thev  come 

freely  acUnowledre  jv,  but  sincerely  thank  its  au-  n r i .o 

tl.or  as  a benefacror  of  the  imn.au  rice.  '"afirnty,  tney  may  proudly  led  that  they 

are  men; — and  acknowledge  no  superior  but 
God  and  the  law. 

“I)(  liglitfiil  t.nsk  to  rear  the  tender  thoui^Iit, 

"Aud  leach  the  young  ide.i  Ijow  lo  slujol.” 

I have  exerted  myself  a little,  according  lo 
the  ability  afbrded,  and  1 tiu.st  not  wiiliout 
some  prolit,  to  ijuild  up  a national  ciiAii.u’Tr.ii 
— ^but  *‘the  work  is  gieat  and  the  laborers  are 


National  Education* 

RESPECTFULLY  ADDRESSED  7 0 THOaM AS  JEFFER- 
SON AND  JAMES  5IADISON,  PAS7'  PRESIDENTS 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

It  is  not  a common  occasion,  venerable  fa- 
thers of  the  republic,  that  could  induce  me  to 
prefix  yournamesto  a public  address,  in  my  es-  jfew.”  I am  ini:i-h  encouraged,  however,  by  the 
timation,  there  is  something  in  it  that  may  make  belief  that  a proud  monument  is  e!  eclin,;  in 
me  liable  to  be  considered  indiscreet,  if  not  im- [the  hearts  of  my  tountryincn,  sacred  to  fVee- 
pertinent,  by  some  who  will  not  take  the  trou-|doin;  pledged  to  perpetuate  the  priucijjles  of 
ble  to  ascertain  whether  I am  infiuenced  by  an  the  revolution, and  to  preserve  inviolate  tlicse  of 
honest  intention,  or  not.  1 am  unwilling  to  be  oui'  invaluable  sy^stem  of  government.  In  this 
suspected  of  either  of  these,  towards  you — and  [glorious  edince,  i would  entomb  distine- 
yet  when  1 regard  the  vast  importance  (in  my  Itions,  whenever  the  republic  sliould  be  assailed, 
opinion)  of  the  matter  that  I have  to  ptopose.  1“A  difference  ofofHiiion  is  not  always  a diilieiv 
aiid  feel  the  weakness  of  my  powers  to  press  jence  of  principle,”  as  to  tlie  choke  of  men  and 

measures;  but!  sincerely  deprecate  tlie unsafe 
state  of  things  which  must  inevitably  grow  out 
of  a too  easy  yielding  np  of  our  u ills  to  ti.e 
wills  of  others.  A manly  and  intelligent  oppo- 
sition is  the  life  of  liberty — without  it.  the  most 
active  and  generous  form  of  government  v.  ili 
sink  into  a dangerous  calm,  the  preen* sor  of 
of  the  project,  while  they  referred  it  back  to  [unprincipled  faction,  or  finished  despotism: 
myself, calling  upon  me  to  lay  it  before  you  and 
my  countrymen,  for  consideration.  I'hus  si- 
tuated, the  only  alternative  is  to  abandon  one 
of  the  fondest  wishes  of  my  heart,  or  to  attempt 
to  excite  an  interest  in  favor  of  it. 

There  are  very  few  men  tiiat  live  for  them- 
selves, or  belong  to  th.emselves.  only.  Some 


it  upon  YOU  as  i think  it  deserves,  1 am  truly 
humbled.  There  is  no  affectation  in  this — se- 
veral gentlemen  in  the  United  states  can  pro- 
duce evidence  in  my  own  hand-writing,  that  I 
have  long  entreated  them  to  undertake  that 
which  I am  now  about  to  do — they  have  unani- 
inousiy,  and  in  very  flattering  terms,  approved 


but  there  is  a point  at  which  opposition  ought 
to  cease,  and  ‘*all,  at  the  call  of  the  law,  should 
rally  round  the  standard  of  the  law,  and  unite 
in  common  efi'orts  for  the  common  good.”  Ibit 
how  is  this  point — this  most  important.  mo:>t 
essential  point,  to  be  discovered,  in  the  bii5«(ie 
of  party  and  phrenzy  of  faction?  i can  see  no 
isolated  individuals,  like  specks  in  the  great  other  way  tlian  througli  an  appeal  to  the  hearts 
ocean,  are  so  barren  of  ought  that  is  good,  as  to ' ' 

exempt  them  from  this  general  remark:  but  we 
belong  to  our  families — to  neighborhoods — to 
counties — to  states—  to  nations,  and  to  the 
world,  according  to  our  different  abilities  to 


serve  the  human  lace. 
Vot.  Xlll' 'VJ. 


fiardlv  any  mau'S  elui- 


and  consciences  cf  men — and  as  these  are 
much  moulded  by  kducvVjton,  •dor  as  the  tw  ig 
is  bent  the  tree's  inclined,”  hoiv  inLCivsling 
is  it  that  tl-at  education  should  be  ]iro].er'y 
coiulucted  I — that  its  eh'm2niav!j  principles 
should  lead  tt>  a iave  a-nd  inspk’O  a p.ide 
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i.oiuitry  ! Like  a rock,  planit  J by  the  Eternal  j requires  the  wisest  heads  and  ablest  haniL  in 
U!  tl)e  great  deep,  it  will  resist  tlie  bunetings'  the  republic.  To  effect  it,  it  seems  to  uie  most 
of  nations,  or  bear  tiie  eagle-banner  to  the  j needful  that  we  should  begin  with  the  estab- 
mountains’tops,ifthevallies  and  plains  should  I lisliment  of  first  principles;  which,  as  the  De- 
bow to  an  oppressor.  But  you,  gentlemen,  I claration  of  Independejice,  shall  be  the  base  of 
reepdre  muie  of  my  arguments  to  convince  you  | ail  the  rest— the  common  reference  in  cases  of 


doubt  and  difficulty. 

'i'he  compilation  of  these  books,  from  the 
abundant  materials  tiiat  may  vso  easil  y be  ob- 
tained, with  your  mature  judgment  and  nice 
discrimination,  would  not  mucii  interfere  vvilli 
the  repose  thatyou  have  so  richly  ear  lied  irul, 
stamped  with  the  authority  of  either  ' ‘ ">ur 
nasnes,  would  supersede  mo;  ' rs 

used  in  our  schools.  So  great  would  u ri.e 
confidence  of  parents  in  these  works,,  that  h ey 
would,  unreservedly,  direct  them  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  their  offspring,  ^Hhe  hope  ff 
posterity assured,  that  wlnle  their  literary 
education  was  accomplishing,  they  would 


of  these  things 

Our  nation  is  young — we  are  but  just  sepa- 
rated froju  a country  whose  rule  of  action  and 
h.abits  of  thinking  are  much  the  reverse  of  what 
our-3  should  be.  We  have  not  yet  had  time, 
perl'.aps,  to  ascertain  all  that  is  needful  to  us 
in  our  national  capacity;  and  it  is  hard  to  break 
through  oh!  rules,  however  erroneous  they  may 
appear  to  the  few  that  trouble  themselves  with 
ia.vcstigatiiig  their  operation.  We  are  too  gene- 
rally disposed  to  do  a thing  which  our  fathers 
did  l>erore  us,  because  they  did  it;  shrinking 
from  the  labor  of  examining  for  ourselves. — 

Kciice  it  is  peculiarly  the  duty  of  the  few 

wheiitheyobservethattheancicnt  tract(though jalso  learn  their  duty  to  themselves  and  their 
originally  good)  from  time  or  circumstance,  country,  as  men  and  citizens.  The  books  that 
ought  no  longer  to  be  followed,  not  only  to  |l  would  wish  to  see  written  or  compiled,  are,, 
expose  its  errors  or  imperfections,  but  also  to  | plainly,  a spelling-hook  ivcaX  ?l  reading-hook. 
direct  the  many  to  anew  one  that  may  be  tra- 1 If  I could  suppose  there  was  any  thing  in 
veiled  safely,  'this  request  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  your 

Much  has  been  accomplished  by  the  general ; characters,  I entreat  you  to  believe  that  1 am 
devotion  of  the  people — by  a wiseadministra-lone  of  the  last  men  m the  United  States  that 
tion  of  their  public  affairs,  and  by  the  courage  | would  prefer  it.  On  the  contrary,  and  after 
and  skill  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  the  best  reflection  1 could  give  to  the  subject* 
States,  to  exalt  the  character  wf  our  country  i I have  firmly  believed,  that  such  performances 
and  countrymen:  but  the  pride  which  thesehave  ;bv  you  w ould  have  a mighty  effect  to  hand 
justly  excited  is  not  yet  fully  rooted:  the  warm  down  your  names  to  future  ages,  as  rivals  for 
Jeeliiigsof  patriotism  that  burst  forth  from  such  | the  fame  of  Socrates  and  Plato;  o.nd  give  a 
causes  will  be  deadened  as  I'ifne  lays  his  hand  finish  to  your  reputation  as  philosophical  sfaies- 
upon  thern,  unless  we  seize  him  by  the  forelock ; men.  It  is  t'le  glory,  the  imperishable  glory, 
wliile  we  impart  them  to  our  children  And ! of  the  greatest  men  of  anticiuity,  that  they  were 
this,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  the  most  certainly  | instructors  of  youth;  that  they  taught,  even  as 
done  through  our  co»i??io?2  schools — in  the  very  {it  were  in  the  market  place,  those  doctrines 
A.B.  C.  of  manhood.  I solicit  you  to  peiie-  | which  have  given  them  to  immortality.  We 
trate  these,  by  giving  to  us  two  or  three  ele-  jask  not  this  labor  of  you,  venerable  fathers — 

We  only  ask  from  you  the  introduction  of  a line 


mentary  books,  fitted  to  lead  our  children  to 
moral  and  political  truth  and  virtue. 

Without  condemning  en  masse  the  books 
generally  used  in  our  schools,  it  may  safely  be 
said,  toat  for  the  false  principles  of  men  and 
things  which  so  much  abound  in  the  United 
Elates,  We  are  more  indebted  to  the  use  of  books 
carelessly  put  into  the  hands  of  our  youth, 
than  to  any  thing  else.  Many  of  them  are 
expressly  calculated  to  inspire  a belief  in  the 
‘-divine  riglit  of  kings,”  and  the  train  of  silly 
notions  that  are  pendant  on  this  grand  absur- 
dity. These  books,  if  not  always  of  foreign 
product,  veiy  generally  possess  foreign  feel- 
ings— for  he  must  fear  the  ’ash  of  criticism 
that  (lares  to  diverge  from  the  line  laid  down  by 
our  British  masters  in  literature,  who  rule  as 
absolute  in  this  department  as  they  once  did 
in  the  political.  We  seek  a new  revolution, 
wot  less  important,  perhaps, in  its  consequences 
than  that  of  1776 — a revolution  in  letters;  a 
shaking  off  of  the  fetters  of  the  mind:  and,  like 
the  pou'tical  dismerrfjierment  from  England,  it 


of  principles  by  w^hich  our  children  shall  be 
taught.  All  men  will  agree  that  you  tare  com- 
petent-most competent,  to  this;  and  when  the 
weight  of  your  chaiaicter  is  superadded  to  the 
excellency  of  your  talents  and  the  power  of 
your  acquirements,  the  tout  ensemble  of  the  ef- 
fect will  be  irresistible.  How  can  it  be  a falling 
off  from  the  dignity  of  the  author  of  the  De- 
claration of  Independence,  that  he  was  also  the 
author  of  a plan  to  perpetuate  its  ine&umable 
principles? — or  that  he,  under  whose  adminis- 
tration his  country  rose  into  a blaze  of  glory, 
in  the  shades  of  retirement  devoted  a part  of 
his  leisure  to  keep  the  flame  alive.^ — that  one 
who  had  been  twice  elected  chief  magistrate 
«f  the  republic  by  the  deliberate  ballot  of  its 
citizens,  and  who  passed  into  the  ranks  of  pri- 
vate life,  after  two  periods  of  service,  v/ith  his 
own  free  will,  felt  himself  inclined  to  lend  his 
support  to  those  rules  of  action  under  which 
bis  country  had  prospered,  and  he  himself  re- 
ceived the  highest  honors  that  it  was  in  the 
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power  of  his  countryman  to  bestow?  This  an- 
plies  to  either  of  you,  and  tiie  request  is  inane 
jointl  y,  or  severally,  that  you  would  unde,  take 
the  things  proposed. 

One  mo.  e remark,  and  I liave  done.  This 
address  is  made  because  in  my  private 

diaracter  I woultl  not  have  presumed  to  ho’pe 
to  induce  a compliance  with  the  request  that  is 
made.  But,  perhaps,  1 may  have  struck  a string 
that  is  in  unison  with  the  feelings  of  tlie  people: 
if  such  is  my  good  fortune,  success  is  almost 
certain — for,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  neither  of 
you  will  resist  the  general  wish  of  your  fellow- 
citizens,  in  a case  like  this. 

\V  ith  tiie  most  sincere  desires,  tliat  the  even- 
ing of  your  days  may  be  as  happy  as  the  dawn 
and  meridian  of  your  lives  have  been  bene- 
ficial to  your  country,  1 am,  your  very  respect- 
ful and  grateful  friend, 

Tde  Editor  of  the  Weekbj  Register. 


^^Tlie  lied  Book.’’ 

FROM  THE  LONDON  STAR. 

*‘T!’.e  Amen-':an  Journalists,  like  ourown,  are  cry- 
im^  up  the  uecessilyof  economy.  To  prove  their 
po^^ition,  they  are  pu.blishing  the  whole  contents  ot 
the  Republican  Red  Rook.  T.he  president  has 
25,noo  and  the  vice  president  5000  a year — Pounds? 
No,  Dollars! — The  salaries  of  the  officers  in  tlie 
state  department  are  IT, 09G  dollars — in  tl^e  treasu- 
ry 16,l'10,  he.  he. — They  appear  therefore  to  have 
great  cause  of  couiphiinl;  Lr  in  one  way  and  ano- 
ther  the  grand  total  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
and  clerks  employed,  at  Wasuirg  on,  absolutely 
amounts  to  351,88?'  per  anm.'m — almost  90,000 
pounds  sterlivgj — This  is  almost  as  m<jch  as  it  costs 
England  to  keep  Bona  akti:  at  St.  Helena.” 

The  ‘^Rzd  Eook”  alluded  to,  so  far  as  1 
have  seen  copies  of  it,  and  I have  seen  several, 
is  agTcere  book,  or  a blue  book,  if  my  eyes  have 
not  deceived  me  as  to  tlie  color  of  the  leather 
in  which  it  was  bound.  The  British  register 
of  officers  and  agents  has  descriptively  receiv- 
ed the  name  of  the  “red  book,”  because  it  is  al- 
ways done  up  in  red  icathci  : but  in  lespect  >.o 
such  a register  for  the  United  States,  we  are  so 
reluctant  to  use  any  thing  that  is  nQtimjmrtcd 
— so  little  zealous  to  have  any  thing  character- 
istic of  us  as  a separate  and  independent  peo- 
ple, so  little  inclined  to  risk  the  displeasure  of 
our  “British  masters”  in  all  tiiat  relates  to 
hooks,  that  our  editors  have  unceremoniously 
and  even  undirected,  declared  that  green  was 
red.  Hence  the  error  of  the  British  editor,  al- 
luding to  certain  things  that  he  had  seen  in  om- 
newspapers.  JFhat  a pity  it  is  that  we  cannot 
have  any  thing  of  our  own. 

In  the  contrast  presented  tliere  is  much  to 
gratify  American  feeling — ami,  although  the 
whole  amount  of  monies  paid  to  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  the  high  officers 
of  government  wfith  all  their  assistants  and 
clerks,  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  na- 
tion, is  not  equal  to  what  it  c-osts  England  to 


imprison  Napoleon  Bonaparte  at  i5t.  lleieiia, 
and  falls  short  of  what  the  people  of  that  coun^ 
try  pay  to  Charlotte  Guelph  and  her  Dutch 
husband  for  their  services  in  endeavoring  to 
increase  a b'ced  of  men  so  long  noted  (ov  pro- 
bity, ivisdom  and  valor — still  we  are  not  with- 
out some  reasons  for  poiiited  censure  and  se- 
vere reproof.  One  family,  it  is  stated,  witiiout 
any  peculiar  merits,  has  managed  to  monopo- 
lize several  offices  and  situations,  chiefly  at 
V.  asliington,  whose  united  product  is  20J»00 
dollars,  per  annum;  one  man  holds  twf'  office^ 
or  appointments,  each  producing  about  5000^ 
a year;  and  there  are  other  odioii^  anil  disgust- 
ing pluralities,  with  liberal  salaries  to  eacn.— 
I am  inclined  to  believe  that  these  things  were 
not  adverted  to  b\-  government  until  after  the 
“Register,”  the  blue  book,  was  published,  and 
it  has  been  intimated  to  me,  that  the  procedure 
w'ill  be  corrected,  indeed,  the  e is  sometl)ing 
in  it  so  repugnant  to  the  equality  that  prevails, 
as,  we  think,  oudit  to  dismiss  any  administra- 
tion that  will  indulge  in  it,  after  being  made 
sensible  that  the  fact  c.vists.  The  Ucy'sti'r  is 
directed  to  be  published  biennially,  and  I’lie 
people  will  thereby  discover  how  their  money 
is  appropriated.  1 have  heretofore  expr''sse<l 
my  opinion  tiiat  the  salaries  of  our  officers  and 
agents  were  generally  too  low — but  tiiat  opi- 
nion does  not  apiily  to  the  case  of  any  of  tho 
persons  now  alluded  to. 


Economical  Societies. 

tVe  have  been  imic-  interested  tvith  a , a”on  t 
of  the  Brightr.n  Ca'.ile  she-:v?*  and  by  t!.r  pro. , 
ing-s  of  the  '' Berkshire  y^^ricid^ural  Society.^*  : o’  li  in 
Mass.  The  det.iiis  are  too  long-,  and  have  not, 
perhaps,  enough  of  general  interest,  fb?*  ir'.cr" . ' — 
i u'  some  . '.dices  of  then*  mny  encour.g'e  the  ..s  al  - 
hshmeniof  similar  a-.soci.itlon3  in  other  places,  and 
f .e  effect  tnust  be  saintary. 

At  the  BurenroN  SHr.w,  many  fire  animate 

we-  e exhibited  for  pr  r.M  rns.  Among  them  a p.  ir 
of  oxen,  expected  to  weigh  300(/  lb.  each — some 
Oiher  very  large  and  fat  oxen — fim-.  bulls  and  cows, 
ogs  and  slieep;  all  shewing-  V.e  improvement  th  *tl 
may  be  n.ade  in  t).e  breed  of  the.ie  animals  by  a pi  o- 
pe,  avtention.  A ft  w roreign  anunul-  wer.  aUo 
e:vbibLed-— among  du  rn  v-r.  < xec:l.-ni  cow. 

Aft  tLc.se,  hei't  \v..s  a plon^hins^  vuitch.  in  which 
there  was  an  interesm-g  iriai  of  expedition  and  skid; 
and  some  of  the  ploughs  were  ii.Mcii  .a|)proVc-d. 

The  premiums  were  t):en  awarded  fin-  mumtfuc'‘ 
tnres — woolen  and  cotton  clollis,  coverlids,  sln.wls, 
stockings,  carpeting,  native  si.ks,  he.  of  verc  su- 
perior qualities,  were  exhibited.  Among  them, 
some  cotton  goods  from  the  Wa'diar)  faett  i-y, — at, 
which  there  are  60  looms  in  ojjerution  by  watc-r, 
and  where  151,94?  \ ard.s  of  c'otii  were  wove  in  tlie 
iasL  20  preoedi.  g weeks:  ai;d  a neriect  pair  of 
women’s  shoes,  in.'ide  of  the  skin  of  goal,  who  wuS 
killed  between  12  and  1 o’clocK  in  the  ni.nt 
between  the  I3ih  and  14th  nit.  -uid  w'nose  hh'e  wus 
/crfecMy  manufactured  and  converted  U'to  ■ e 
shoes  exhibited  at  half  past  2 o’cloc  k,  F.  >!.  ofme 
same  day. 

'Chen  fuM'Owed  the  premiums  ffw  soriie  intera.sting' 
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(ijriciiUurnl  expenvients — one  was  j^lven  for  752!  lead.  Eiit  let.  me  1)6  more  distinct  in  slating-  tl>e 
hnshels  of  carrots  raised  on  an  acre  of  ground — ! proposii  ion  and  infcrenc",  wl;ich  I nnderstiqid  to 
ano'dier  for  720  busliels  of  turnips  on  an  acre;  a third  j be  admi'ted  by  Viim.— Commodore  Hillyar  has  been 
for  402  busliels  of  potatoes  on  an  acre,  and  a fourth  i guilty  of  a base  violation  of  every  principle  of  lio- 


for  36  1-16  busbels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  threshed 
out,  cleaned  and  measured.  | 

The  business  of  the  day  concluded  by  bestowing 
premiums  for  improved  imple.ments  of  husbandry — 
among  t!iem  were  threshing  machines,  ploughs 
and  cutring  machines. 

fne  lIcaicsnniB  society  lias  long  been  known  to 
tiic  public,  and  the  great  benefits  that  have  result- 
ed to' the  neighboring  country  from  it  are  mani- 
fested in  its  rapid  improvement.  It  has  excited  a 
most  happy  competition  among  the  farmers  and 
mamifacuirers,  and  the  time  of  Its  meeting  is  the 
Farmer's  holiday F A spirit  of  industry,  and  (;f 
rivalry,  has  penetrated  every  branch  of  the  farmer’s 
family;  and  his  wife  and  daughters  labor  with  a 
Tileasing  and  profitable  enthusiasm,  to  obtain  a sil- 
ver cup  or  set  of  spoons,  the  most  general  premi- 
Uihs  of  this  society.  Its  meetings  are  held  with 
uiuch  dignity  and  considerable  ceremony,  and  nu- 
merously attended  by  both  sexes — being  opened  by 
prayer,  afier  which  an’’ appropriate  address  is  deli- 
vered, and  some  pieces  of  fine  music  performed. 
Upwards  of  forty  premiums  were  awarded  at  the  late 
meeting,  and  one  honorary  diploma  was  granted — 
for  various  products  4)f  agriculture,  the  best  do- 
mestic animals,  and  sundry  manufactures:  in  the 
latter,  the  ladies  carried  off  nine  of  the  prizes — 
one  of  them  recd^ived  a cream-pot,  valued  at  20  dol- 
lars, for  I'.aviug  manufactured,  infer  raMiLY,  wool- 
en, cotton  and  other  cloths  of  the  value  of  250  dol- 
lars, since  the  last  anniversary  of  the  society. 

We  most  heartily  wisli  success  to  these  institu- 
tions— may  every  county, in  every  state  of  the  union, 
have  a centre  point  from  whence  emulation,  the 
great  principle  that  leads  to  improvement,  shall 
flow,  to  add  to  the  prosperity  and  secure  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  republic! 

Commodores  Porter  and  Hillyar. 

I he  editor  of  the  “Enquirer”  has  republislied  our 
remarks  on  a presumed  discrepancy  in  the  opi- 
nions of  com.  Porter  respecting  com.  Hillyar,  who, 
with  the  Ehcebe  and  Cherub,  captured  our  little 
frigate  the  Essex,  at  Valparaiso,  and  with  it  the 
following  remarks  from  his  correspondent,  who 
first  agitated  the  matter.  W e regret  that  it  was 
agitated--for  it  has  provoked  some  remarks  in 
explanation,  which,  though  generally  just,  might 


nor  and  generosity,  and  moreover  wantonly  and 
treacherously  imbrued  his  hands  in  blood — but 
com.  Hillyar  is  among  the  most  lionorable  of  Dri- 
tish  naval  officers.  Now,  vv’uat  Is  the  syllogistic 
conclu.sion,  but  tliat  even  the  very  best  of  Dritish 
naval  officers  are  base,  treacherou.s  and  cruel?  I 
am  aware  that  much  is  due  to  the  consideration 
that  com.  Vorter  was  marked  out  as  the  peculiar 
object  of  British  indignation  and  outrage — a dis- 
tinction whicli  I agree  with  the  Weekly  Register 
was  honorable  to  him — and  bad  this  sweeping  ana- 
thema been  hurled  at  his  adversaries  before  the 
termination  of  the  war  when  the  remembrance  of  his 
v.Tongs  was  fresh,  it  might  readily  iiave  been  placed 
to  the  a'ceount  of  a noble  and  exasperated  spirit 
— But  1 hope  the  commodore  v/ill  pardon  me,  if  at 
this  late  period,  when  the  pa.ssIons  kindled  in  the 
late  war  have  in  a degree  subsided  and  men  have 
leisure  to  survey  past  events  with  an  unprejudiced 
eye,  I cannot  agree  with  him  to  involve  in  indis- 
criminate censure  and  reprobation — a particular 
class  of  men,  commencing  wi  b the  really  generous 
and  humane  and  passing  t!ii-ough  every  shade  and 
gradation  of  guilt  to  the  vile  and  dishonorable — 
Nay,  I doubt  very  much  wliether  such  a course  of 
undistinguishing  viUiperation,  does  not  weaken  the 
effort  to  fix  upon  the  really  guilty,  tlie  stain  of  me- 
rited infamy — In  juslincatioii  thejefore  of  the  un- 
willingness wliich  I felt  to  place  that  construction 
upon  the  commodore’s  no^^e,  wliich  he  has  himself 
avowed,  permit  me  to  furnish  you  with  a few  ex- 
amples among  many  others,  going  to  shew  that 
so7)ie  British  naval  officers  at  least  are  not  only  free 
from  the  odium  w hich  attaches  to  the  greater  num- 
ber, but  are  actually  entitled  to  our  respect  and 
admiration  for  their  gallant,  humane  and  honorable 
conduct.  For  this  purpose  I will  confine  myself  to 
a single  volume  of  the  Weekly  Register,  not  hav- 
ing leisure  to  examine  the  rest — And  first,  let  us 
advert  to  a correspondence  between  commodore 
Porter  himself  and  captain  T.  M.  P.  Langhorne, 
commander  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Alert,  after 
the  capture  of  tliat  vessel.  (W.  R,  vul.  3,  p.  42)^ — 
The  commodore  having  a number  of  prisoners, 
proposed  to  his  adversary,  that  the  Alert  should  be 
fitted  out  as  a cartel  to  convey  them  to  some  Bri- 
tish port,  but  t)«at  himself  should  be  detained  as  a 
hostage  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  the  car- 
_ . „ . V.  Captain  Langhorne  remonstrates  against  what 

as  well  not  have  been  made,  at  present:  And ' he  calls  “an  indirect  suspicion  against  the  faith  of 

here,  we  Lope,  that  the  affair  may  be  permitted ! the  British  government,”  and  Porter  finally  agreed 
to  rest.  - _ - . o _ . . o . 


TO  THE  EDITOE  OP  THE  ENarUlER, 


that  he  should  have  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  pri- 
soners, stating,  tliat  he  h:;d  sufficiently  evinced  ia 
^ Str  1 perceive  by  tlie  last  number  of  the  JVeek- 1 two  former  instances  “that  lie  entertained  the  high- 
ty  liegister,  th&t  the  editor  has  republished  the  [ est  confidence  in  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  British 
r.-.mmiinif'.jitinn  m K.v  mo  T,- government,  as  re.spects  the  fulfilment  ofcontracts 

entered  into  by  their  officers,” — Now,  I do  not 
contend  that  commodore  Porter  might  not  with 
propriety  have  used  this  language  at  this  time — 
being  early  in  the  war  and  befure  he  could  have 


communication  m;ide  by  me  to  Uie  Enquirer,  rela- 
tive to  commodores  Pohteh  and  Hii-LTAn,  together 
with  commodore  Porter’s  explanation  extracted 
l.rom  the  National  Intelligencer,  accompanied  by 
some  strictures  from  Mr.  Niles  himself.  This  lat- 
ter gentleman  with  an  ingenuity  peculiar  to  him- 
self, and  an  ardor  for  which  his  useful  and  patriotic 
labors  have  been  distinguished,  attempts  to  recon- 
clie  the  apparently  conHictiug  declarations  of  the 
Comrtiodore,  by  adopiing  an  alternative  which  1 
think,  upon  cool  reflection,  his  mature  and  impar- 
tlal  judgment  would  disavow.  Nay,  I ara  sure  that 
the  chivalrous  and  high  minded"  Porter  himself 
-y:ould  not  be  willing  to  adept  the  consequences, 
in  t«clr  full  extent,  which  his  explanatron  might 


had  sufficient  experience  of  the  enemy’s  conduct: 
but  this  arrangement  w th  captain  Langhome, 
proves,  that  he  had  confidence  in  the  honor  of  that 
officer — and  upon  that  confidence  gave  him  his  li- 
berty; and  we  have  never  understood  that  captain 
L.  did  not  punctually  comply  with  his  engagements. 

Again — neither  the  Weekly  Register  nor  com. 
Porter  have  surely  forgotten,  that  Decatur,  after 
the  capture  of  the  Macedonian,  refused  the  swmrd 
but  took  the  hand  of  captain  Carden,  in  token  of 
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bis  private  esteem  for  that  olTicer;— and  that  in  one  led  for  their  refief.  It  is  with  no  litlle  satlsfadlo” 
of  r.ainbridge’s  letters  after  the  destniclion  of  the  [that  your  memonalists  have  perceived  t’.telr  pover:- 
.Tava,  (see' pa^e  411,)  that  amiable  oflicer  said — ment  has  felt  the  force  of  these  important  tmth.i-, 
*‘The  Java  Was  exc.  dingly  well  fought  and  bravely  land  has  taken  some  measures  for  the  protection  of 
defended— I’oor  L tmbert,  whose  death  I sincerely ' our  infant  manufictures. 


regret,  was  (Hslinfruished  s^aUant  off.cer  and  a 
-i'jorthy  man." — Once  more. — W'-.o  has  forgotten,  the 
humane,  generous  and  excellent  livron,  and  his 


It  is,  however,  tvith  much  reg’*i*t,  that  your  m»’- 
morlalists  have  j)erceivecl,  that  the  interest  of  t!i  • 

_ manufHctiirer.s  of  iron  i>as  not  received  tl>al  tlegre^- 

treatment  to  the  gallant  rapt.  Southcomb,  and  l*is  t of  attention  and  support  wliieh  its  vast  hv.portanre 
two  wottnied  tars?  His  eulogy  is  recorded  byj  in  a national  point  of  view  wouM  seem  to  suggest . 
Mtewari;  and  the  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register  Need  we  into  detail  to  prove  its  impnW.inct'.‘ 
decl.ir  =>d  that  his  mimlo  behavior  wotdd  have  been  The  ship  builder  and  the  agriculturist — t!ic  mnnu 
requited  a tiionsarul  fold,  should  the  fortune  of  war  facturers  of  wool  and  coUoti — \<.\  s!;ort,  every  art, 
have  thro'wn  him  into  our  hands,  (page  413.)— T*'it  I trade,  and  manufacture  would  he  paralized,  an  I 
it  is  useless  to  multiply  examples,  where  a solitary  the  national  defence  compromirted  and  endangered, 

were  a supply  of  that  essential  article  wanting. 'A''r 
know  that  it  maybe  answered  that  we  caii  he  suppli- 


ed by  foreigners.  Hut, we  would  ask,  is  it  either  safe 


case  would  he  sulTicient.  jnalitiu"'  is  an 

invaluable  ma.itim,  and  is  well  interpreted  in  t!ie 
trite  saying,  ^‘Givs  the  Devil  his  due." me 
close,  by  distinctly  disclaimin.g  any  wis'.i  to  charge!  or  honorable,  to  depend  upon  othersfor  the  supply  of 
upon  co.Ti.  Horler  after  tlie  expiana- j an  article  absolutely  necessary  to  our  independence, 

tions  given  by  him— I am  convinced  liis  Intentions  j our  prosperity,  and  liappioess?  A supply  too  which 
were  pure,  however  anibiguous  his  rr.auner  of  ex  1 will  he  sure  to  cease  at  the  very  moment  It  is  most 
pression,  or  unjust  the  consequences  which  might  | needed.  Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  manu- 
be  inferred  from  it.  IJis  name  is  already  brilliant | facturers  of  iron  are  at  present  in  a ve.'-y  depre-,- 
in  history;  and  Britain  herself  will  long  remember  j sed  state,  owing  to  the  great  influx  of  foreign  iron, 
tl'.e  defeat  wuich  she  sustained  in  the  very  moment  ] and  the  reduced  price  at  which  it  is  sold.  They 
of  her  triumpli  over  him.  H-  j believe,  that  unless  timely  aid  is  afforded,  this  im- 

portant  brancli  of  our  national  industry  must  sink 
j into  total  ruin.  And  they  believe,  that  t!ie  loss  o^ 

I a large  proportion  of  the  immense  capital  ernploy- 
MK.MOitiAL  TO  coxfuiF.ss.  led  therein  must  inevitably  follow,  witli  tiie  diver- 

The  annexed  petition  (.says  the  New  York  Ga- ; slon  of  the  remainder  to  other  objects,  and  the  con- 
zette  of  tlie  24th  ult.'l  was  received  from  a commit-  j sequent  dispersion  of  the  numerous  workmen  em- 
tee  of  Merclianls  of  Philadelphia,  and  published  in  .'ployed  in  the  business,  will  be  a national  c;damity 
the  Evening  Post  of  Tuesday,  with  a notice  that  it  j which  will  be  severely  felt — more  especially  if  the 
wotdd  be  left  at  tlie  Tontine  Coffee  House  yester- j nation  should  unhappily  be  engaged  in  a foreign 
day,  for  the  signatures  of  our  citizens;  but,  in  con- 1 war. 

sequence  of  a publication  that  appeared  in  the  Postj  I'he  greatiengtli  of  time  which  it  would  require 
of  Wednesday,  signed  “P.  S.  I.  Old  Sable,”  the',  to  re-establish  those  expensive  works,  and  to  bi  ing 
petition  will  be  withheld  for  a few  days,  to  give  j them  to  the  state  of  perfection  they  are  now  m, 
tliose  persons,  wlio  may  be  called  on  for  tlieir  sig-  and  to  form  and  initiate  new  workmen,  forms,  in  the 


Manufactures  of  Iron. 


nature.s,  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  proprie 
ty  of  signing  jt. 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates  of  America^  in  Con- 
^•ress  assembled. 

Tlie  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  respectively  represents  — 

That  your  memorialists  believe  it  to  be  a truth, 
confirmed  by  reason  and  experience,  that  a nation 
can  be  independent,  only  in  tlie  proportion  that 
she  possesses  and  makes  use  of  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing  those  things  within  her.self  wliich  are  es- 
sential to  tlie  subsistence  of  her  people,  and  the 
protection  of  ilie  state.  Tliat  most  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe,  convinced  of  tf.e  trutii  of  the 


opinion  of  your  memorialists,  a very  strong  reason 
for  preventing  their  destruction. 

M.iny  of  your  memorialists  being  engaged  as  ar 
lists  in  the  use  of  iron  have  no  hesitation  in  staling, 
that  the  superior  quality  oftite  American  iron,  and 
the  facility  of  procuring  it  of  suitable  sizes  for 
particular  purposes,  renders  it  an  article  of  [)rima- 
ry  importance  in  their  business,  and  that  the  want 
of  a sufiicient  supply  of  Anierlcan  iron  would  be 
an  injury  of  the  most  serious  nature. 

Your  memorialists  respectfuily  request,  that 
your  honorable  bodies  will  lake  the  premises  into 
your  serious  consideration,  and  that  you  will  lay 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  pig 


such  a duty  upon  the  importation  ot  pig  iron 
castings,  and  bar  iron,  as  will  afford  a reasonable 
above  proposition,  liave  afforded  to  the  active  in- j protection  to  manufactures,  and  such  as  will  com- 
dastry  of  their  citizens  such  aid  a.gainst  foreign  port  with  the  true  interests  of  the  United  States. 


competition  as  circumstances  appeared  to  require; 
and  the  consequences  have  been  that  those  coun- 
tries have  increased  in  trade  and  manufactures — in 
wealth  and  independence.  If  In  thoseoldercountries 
of  Europe  the  protection  of  the  government  was 
found  necessary  to  secure  the  artist  andthemanu-. 
facturer  against  foreign  competition,  itisreasona- 
f»le  to  suppose,  that,  in  this  young  and  rising  nation, 
sticli  protection  must  be  peculiarly  necessary.  In 
Harope  arts  and  manufactures  have  been  long  pro- 
gres.sing,  and  have  attained  to  a degree  of  perfec- 
tion, which,  connected  with  cheapness  of  labor, 
and  the  excellence  of  their  machinery,  must  e*able 
them  to  undersell  our  own  productions  in  our  own 
market,  and  thus  break  down  our  rising  manufac- 
tories, unless  the  arm  of  our  government  is  extend- 


And  }Our  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever 
pray. 


American  Alanufaciures. 

FROM  THE  united  STATES  GAZETTE. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  sacrifices  that  liave 
been,  and  are  still  suffered  on  tlie  sales  of  imported 
manufactures,  we  observe  a poworful  effort  making 
to  maintain  tiie  permanent  competition  already 
founded  in  the  United  Slates  in  various  articles  oi 
indispensable  consumpilon.  Societies  for  tliejiro 
motion  of  domestic  nianufaclure.s  are  org'anized  iu 
many  of  our  towns  and  in  .dinosi  ail  our  capital  ci- 
ties— They  are  actively  engaged  in  preparing  to 
submit  to  the  consideia'ion  <,]  tlie  ne.vt  r ingrv.s;i 
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their  claim  upon  the  national  protection.  At  the 
sunie  time  individuals  are  striving-  to  effect  this 
permanency  of  compeiiiion  by  the  invention  anfl 
adoption  of  labor-saving  machinerv,  and  an  improve- 
ment of  their  several  fabrics.  By  the  experience 
of  the  hate  contest  with  Great  Britain  we  were 
taught  our  necessary  wants  of  foreign  manufac- 
t ires.  By  this  lesson  many  persons  stimulated  by 
a desire  somewhat  connected  with  patriotic  views 
of  national  independence,  have  retired  from  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  and  applied  their  ingenuity  and 
pecuniary  means  to  mechanical  arts— amongst  this 
/Glass  of  our  worthy  citizens  there  are  some  who 
have  already  conferred  a benefit  on  the  nation,  inas 
much  as  they  have  unfolded  to  us  a portion  of  our 
mine:  ological  wealth,  and  liave  extended  the  know- 
ledge of  our  domestic  resources. 

V/e  Iinye  in  our  possession,  several  pieces  of 
earthenware,  made  at  the  factory  of  Mr.  David  G. 
Stixas  near  t’lis  chy — if  we  had  not  obtained  proof 
of  its  domestic  origin  we  should,  not  have  hesitat- 
ed  to  believe  jt,fi’om  its  general  appearance,  to  be  of 
Iransatlantic  nroduction.  In  this  belief  we  should 
h.ave  been  chiefly  guided  by  the  knowledge  that 
many  attempts  have  proved  unsuccessful,  to  imi 
tate  tliC  Liverpool  white  crockery.  We  should 
have  been  hla.sscd  by  the  popular  opinions  that  the 
Lnited  States  could  not  furnish  su'U-able  materials 
O:-  if  the  materials  could  be  had  that  we  were  ig 
nocrtut  of  the  art  of  compounding  them.  But  the 
res-ilt  cf  the  research  and  exertions  of  Mr.  Seixas, 
the  proprietor  of  the  pottery  alluded  to,  at  once 
sets  a ide  the  erroneous  prejudice  ofthese  opinion.;. 
We  are  informed  from  an  authentic  source,  and  it 
gives  us  satisflict ion  to  promulgate,  that  every  ma- 
terial which  he  makes  use  of  is  derived  from  our 
own  soil,  and  exists  in  such  abundance  that  they 
pAfty  be  said  to  be  inexhaust  ible — and  fiwtbermore, 
ih'-t  no  foreigner  has  ever  had  any  concern,  or  su- 
perinten<lepce  or  employ  in  his  manufacto-y. 

As  this  is  the  only  while  ware  pottery  in  the 
United  Stales  we  have  obtained  permission  to  lay 
before  the  public  some  particulars  relating  to  the 
materials,  and  manipulation. 

The  principal  of  the  materials  are  clay  and  flint, 
"rlie  formor  i.s  of  a grayish  blue  colour,  and  contains 
pyrites  or  sulphur  and  iron  cheinicaiiy  combined, 
the  presence  of  which  impairs  the  colour  of  the 
ware.  They  are  separated  by  an  economical  and 
expeditious  process,  .an  art  not  practi.sed  or  known 
in  Uie  European  potteries.  The  clay  is  copiously 
diffused  in.  water  awd  passed  through  fine  lawn 
sieves  to  detach  the  larger  particles  of  sand,  &.c. 

The  hint  is  of  a grayish  black  colour.  It  is  ex 
posed  to  a strong  heat,  and  is  suddenly  plunged 
into  cold  water.  By  frequent  repetition  of  calci- 
nation and  refrigeration,  whiteness  ai^d  friability  en- 
sue. It  is  then  ground  to  p-:iwder  finer  than  super 
line  flour,  so  perfectly  impalpable  that  it  will  re- 
main many  hours  su.spended  in  water,  it  is  then 
subjected  to  a purification  to  extract  the  small  por- 
tion of  oxide  of  iron  it  usually  contains. 

It  is  then  mixed  by  measure  with  the  purified  ii 
quid  clay— both  of  a fixed  specific  gravi  y,  and  the 
mixture  poured  into  vats,  the  solids  in  time  sub- 
ride— the  water  is  run  off — the  residuum  furtJier 
exposed  to  the  solar  heat,  until  the  remaining  wa- 
ter has  evaporated  to  suit  it  for  forming  into  the 
required  vessels.— This  is  performed  oni  wheels  of 
horizontal  and  vertical  movements— -handles  and 
spouts,  &c.  are  subsequently  affixed — the  vessels 
arf‘  perfectly  dried,  and  placed  i»  cylindrical  pots, 
these  are  plac'  d in  co-’imns  in  an  oven  or  kiln,  and 
exposed  tp  a heat  of  80*  degrees  of  Wedgwood’s 


Pyrometer.  When  the  kiln  is  cold  the  ware  with- 
dr.iwn,  £wid  each  piece  separately  immersed  in  the 
iiit ended  glaze.  This  is  prepared  principally  o*' 
oxide  of  lead  and  powdered  flint — and  all  colours 
are  imparted  to  it  by  the  addilijn  of  metalic  ox- 
ides— of  zinc  far  straw  yellow,  ofcobait  for  blue,  ;.f 
iron  for  red,  of  chromate  for  green  (this  is  prepar- 
ed from  the  Baltimore  chromate  of  iron)  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  tlie  glaze  r.re  diffused  in  a suffici- 
ency of  water  to  render  the  whole  of  the  consisten- 
cy of  cream — the  ware  in  being  dipped  therein  ab- 
sorbs a portion,  leaving  the  solid  parts  on  its  sur- 
face. 

A second  firing  in  another  kiln  under  a heat  of 
about  10  degrees,  Wedgwood — causes  the  glaze  to 
pass  into  a state  of  perfect  vitrifaclion.  The  oi*na- 
mental  painting  is  performed  with  variously  colour-* 
ed  glasses,  ground  to  an  impalpable  powder  und 
mixed  with  essential  oils — these  are  melted  on  the 
wave  in  an  enamel  kiln,  by  a heat  at  which  the 
glaze  softens. 

Thus  is  the  hitherto  opinion  that  we  must  re- 
main dependent  on  Europeans  for  white  crockery, 
because  of  the  supposed  deficiency  of  suitable  ma- 
terials and  talent  to  imitate  theirs,  proved  errone- 
ous, by  the  present  application  of  native  materials 
wrought  by  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  a native 
citizen. 


Steam  Navigation, 

The  daily  increasing  importance  of  steam  naviga- 
tion, and  the  mighty  consequences  that  are  de-. 
pendent  upon  it,  renders  its  safety  a common 
concern  of  the  civilized  world. 

Several  incidents  that  have  lately  occurred  in  the 
United  States  shews  us  the  possibility  of  con- 
structing boilers  that  “cannot  be  exploded  by 
the  elastic  power  of  steam,  to  any  dangerous 
degree;”  and  we  are  happy  in  presenting  the  fal- 
lowing to  our  readers,  in  proof  of  this  most  iii-» 
teresting  proposition,  of  Mr.  Oliver  Evans. 

rnOM  THE  AUROIIA, 

Explosion  or  (more  properly)  yieldingof  the  borb. 
er  in  the  steam- bqat  on  the  Delaware. 

This  occurred  on  tlie  16th  inst.  October,  in  pas- 
sing from  Bordentown  to  Philadelphia-.  Tlie  en- 
gineer discovered  it  at  Bristol,  twenty  miles  from 
the  city,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  kept  tlie 
boat  in  motion.  The  passengers  however  did  not 
discover  it  at  ail,  but  only  observed  that  the  boat 
iiad  lost  its  speed.  It  proved  that  a sheet  had  been 
brittle  and  cracked  in  the  binding  in  constructing 
the  boiler,  and  that  being  the  lueakest  pari,  had 
opened  a small  aperture  by  the  equal  pressure  of 
the  steam,  so  as  to  let  out  the  power;  the  water  ol* 
jteAm,  extinguishing  or  checking’  in  some  degree 
the  fire,  reducing  the  power  of  the  engine  and 
^peed  of  the  boat.  This  is  one  of  the  many  instances 
confirming  the  declarations  of  the  inventor  hereto- 
fore published,  viz.  “That  he  has  discovered  the 
foi-m  and  mode  of  constructing  his  boilers,  that 
they  cannot  be  exploded  to  any  dangerous  degree 
by  the  elastic  poioer  of  steam;  but  can  only  be  made 
to  yield  to  the  irresistible  and  equal  pressure,  a 
small  aperture  in  the  weakest  part,  from  which  the 
stream  of  Water  issuing  will  not  scald  at  the  dis- 
tance of  three  or  four  feet.  It  being  a most  cu-. 
rious  fact,  demonstrable  and  as  certained  by  ac- 
tual experiment,  and  demonstrated  by  the  officers 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  viz.  That  the 
greater  pressure  and  hotter  the  water  in  tlie 
boiler,  the  less  will  be  its  heat,  at  the  distance  of 
two  or  threq  feet  issuing  from  an  aperture  of  half 
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an  inch  diameter;  because  the  elnstic  power  of  the 
heat  confined  in  tiie  water  explodes  and  dispenses 
the  steam,  the  instant  it  issues,  to  a mist  so  thin  , 
that  mixing;  with  the  air  the  heat  is  reduced  helow  ' 
a scaldlnc:  degree,  at  two  or  tliree  feet  distance.]  J 
Hut  when  it  issues  inside  the  furnace,  it  checks  and  ; 
extinguishes  the  fire,  stopping  all  danger.”  The 
boiler  Avas  repaired  the  next  day,  and  the  boat  has  j 
resumed  her  daily  t.acks.  This  happened  with  the  , 
boat  Etna  with  a high  pressure  steam  engine,  and 
it  tends  to  prove  it  to  be  the  safest  steam  boat  on 
tliewaier.s,  and  that  its  boiler  cinnot  he  exploded 


Exnort  of  Cotton,  &c. 

For  the  fonowing*  exiiibit  of  the  exper  ts  of  cotton 
from  Savannah,  from  1st  October,  1G16,  lo30lh 
September,  1817,  to  Great  Hrilain,  France,  Hol- 
land, otiier  ports  in  F'lrope,  and  coastwise,  we 
ai-e  indebted  to  a circul  ir  letter  from  tlie  house 
of  Johnson  .and  Hills,  of  that  city. 

Great  Ih-itaia — Sea  Island,  9191;  Upland,  54,533  ! 
France — Sea  Island,  447;  Uphiud  9161.  JhUatHi — 
Sea  I.sl.and,  53:  Uplaini  2757.  Ci/ier  ports  in  Eu- 
rope— Sea  Island  44;  Uplan.l,  4585.  Coashuise — 
Sea  Island  and  Uoland,  53,861.  Total  Sea  Island, 
6731;  Upland  106,997.  Grand  total,  116,723  bales. 

Very  little  Upland  cotton,  of  crop  of  1816,  re- 
mains in  the  country.  It  is  ditficult  to  ascertain  | 
\\ith  any  precision  what  will  be  the  extent  of  the  1 
present' crop,  but  ft'om  the  best  information  we  j 
can  obtain  would  estimate  the  Upl.ands  grown  in  ! 
this  state  at  100,000  bis.  1 

And  there  may  be  received  at  Augusta  ! 

from  S.  Carolina  10,000  ! 


annuity  of  4000  dollars — Shawanoes  2000  dollars — 
and  Senecas  500  dollars;  together  with  the  sum  of 
3,300  dollars  for  fifteen  years.  To  be  divided  be- 
tween the  ]*ottowutomies,  Cliippew.as  and  Ottawa*:. 

I'he  following  estimate,  though  probably  not  en- 
tirely correct,  will  afTord  .some  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  tract  of  country  purchased. 

The  whole  tract,  including  tlie  Indian  reserva- 
tions, and  the  unceded  land  west  of  St.  .Mary’s  river, 
contains  by  a rough  calculation — acre.s.  3,362,420 
Within  th.is  tract  the  Indian  reservuilious 
, :u*e, 

12  miles  square,  at  Upper  Sandus- 
! ky,__  acres,  92,16r; 

1 10  miles  square  at  Wappakonata  64,G00 
7 miles  square  at  Lewi-town,  3];360 
; 5 miles  square  at  Hog  creek,  16,000 
T milc.s  sq  lare  at  Fo  a Seneo a,  31,360 

I T!ic  tract  we.st.  of  St.  Mary’s  (sup 
posed)  about  300  square  miles  192,000 

j -And  there  remains,  to  which  the  Indi.m  ti- 
: tie  is  extinguished,  .3.435,.540 

, To  this  may  be  added  tlie  tiuct  williin  this 
state  lying  north  of  the  river  Miami  of 
the  Lakes,  and  east  of  a meredian  drawn 
north  from  Fort  Defiance,  ceded  by  the 
treaty  of  Detroit  in  1307,  say  340,800 

Making,  of  unoccupied  lands  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  an  aggregate  of  acras  4,276,34q 


Law  Intelligence. 


110,000 

The  crop  of  sea  islands  will  be  very 
short  and  c-nnot  exceed  6,000 

Tl'.ere  may  remain  over  of  last  crop  500 
The  quantity  sent  here  for  sale  from 
South  Carolina  depends  much  on  liie 
prices  at  Savannah  and  Oliarleston, 
supposing  it  as  high  at  tlie  latter  as  the 
former  place,  we  may  receive  only  1,500 


8,000  i 

Rice — There  was  shipped  of  the  last  ! 

crop  16,435  trs.  j 

We  estimate  the  present  crop  at  20,000  j 

Tobacco — Shipments  for  the  year  l 

ending  30tli  Sept.  4,224  hhds.} 

The  present  crop  will  probably  a-  ) 

mount  to  6,000  { 


ExrnaTS  j 

From  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  from 
the  Isi  o f October  1816,  to  the  Isi  of  October  1817. 
Sea-Island  cotton.  Upland  do.  Kice.  Tobacco.  Sugar. 

Charleston  15,523  87,414  50,406  3,545  none 

Savannah  9,731  106,726  15,792  4,310  none 

N.  Orleans  67,200  18,000  18,000  | 

Total  25,254  261,340  66,198  25,855  18,000 


Indian  Lands. 


FROM  THE  CHILLICOTHE  STJPPOIITLK. 

In  our  last  paper  we  mentioned  that  a treaty  had 
been  held  with  the  Indians,  by  which  their  claims  to 
certain  lands  within  this  state  had  been  extinguish- 
ed;— we  can  now  state  some  of  the  particulars  re- 
lating to  this  purchase.  The  treaty  concluded  by 
gen.  D.  M* Arthur  of  this  vicinity  and  governor  Cass 
of  the  Michigan  territory,  allows  the  Wyandots  an 


EHOn  THK  SOUTHERN  PATRIOT. 

The  following  case  arising  out  of  the  late  naviga- 
tion act  of  the  United  States,  has  been  decided 
by  Judge  Drayton,  in  the  court  of  admiralty. 

The_  United  States  of  America, 
vs. 

Brig  J\Iary,  and  35  hogsheads  of  rum,  2 bar- 
rels  of  oranges,  and  4 barrels  o f limes. 

This  case  arose  out  of  the  late  navigation  act  of 
the  United  States;  and  libels  were  filed  by  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  against  the  vessel  and  cargo,  as  hav- 
ing arrived  in  the  port  of  Charleston,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1817,  from  Jamaica,  in  tlicWest  In. lies, 
the  said  brig  not  being  then  a vessel  of  the  United 
States,  uor  a foreign  vessel  truly  and  wiioUy  be- 
longing to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  country,  of 
which  the  said  good.s  are  the  growth,  product iou 
or  manufacture;  or,  from  which,  such  goods  can  on- 
ly be,  or  most  usually  are,  first  shipped  for  trans- 
portation; and  wliicli  iiad  not  then  adopted  a regu- 
lation similar  to  the  regulation  mentioned  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  said  Unit- 
ed States  approved  the  1st  March  1317,  and  enti- 
tled **An  act  Concerning  the  JWivigatioK  of  the  Unit^ 
ed  States,**  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning, 
and  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case 
made  and  provided.  By  reason  whereof,  ine  said 
brig  or  vessel,  her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  and 
the  said  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  have  be- 
come forfeited,  &c. 

Parker,  district  attorney,  suggested  to  the  court 
that  since  the  libels  had  been  filed,  it  w'as  ascertain 
ed  the  Mary  was  a British  vessel,  and  the  cargo  was 
the  produce  of  a British  island  or  colony  in  the 
West  Indies: — That  the  term  co?«; used  in  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  embracing  every  part  ofthe 
British  territories,  however  widely  separated,  w hicli 
are  subject  to  the  same  supreme  execu'.ivv,  and  ie 
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trisUtive  authority;  therefor*,  the  act  being  compli- 
ed with,  no  fjrfeiuire  hud  accrued.  Wlience,  lie 
mWed  the  court,  to  dismi-^s  t)ie  libels;  and  to  cer- 
t.l>  a probable  cause  of  seizure. 

’/ofiii  Drayton,  district  judge. — This  is  the  first  case, 
which  has  occurred  before  me,  under  the  late  navi- 
gation act  of  the  United  States.*  The  British  brig 
ISfary  and  cargo  have  been  seized  by  the  collector; 
and  they  are  severally  libelled  in  tliis  court,  on  the 
.‘^apposition,  that  the  said  navigation  act  had  been 
infringed.  Doubts  hud  arisen,  as  to  the  •onstruc- 
lion  of  the  term  country,  us.ed  in  the  first  section  of 
the  said  act,  ‘^Of-iuhich  the  goods  are  the  growth  pro- 
*‘duction,  or  manufacture;  or,  from  ivhich,  such  goods, 
*^7oares,  or  merchandize,  can  only  be,  or  most  usually 
ore,  first  slapped  for  transportation'^  It  was  suppos- 
ed, this  vessel  coming  from  tjheBriiish  West  Indies, 
must  be  also  owned  in  the  British  West  Indies;  and 
that  the  law  might  have  required  her  to  have  been 
owned,  at  the  vei’y  British  island,  froia  whence  the 
cargo  had  been  shipped.  Upon  a fair  construction, 
liowever,  of  tlie  late  navigation  act,  and  of  the  con 
vention  don--  at  London  in  1815,'f  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  for 
regulating  tl'C  commerce  between  the  territories  of 
liie  Unit.'d  States  and  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  1 
am  of  optiiion,  the  term  country  would  most  j^ppro- 
pyialfcly  be  considered,  as  alluding  to  all  the  terri- 
tories of  his  Britannic  nnije.sty,  as  relating  to  ship- 
])ing:  So  that  the  ships  and  vessels  of  one  portion 
of  his  Britannic  majesty’s  dominions  or  territories, 
may  cai-ry  the  goods  of  the  growth,  production,  or 
in'ir.uraciure  of  another  portion  of  Ins  said  majss' 
tv’s  dominions  or  territories.  Hence, British  ves.sels 
bringing  British  cargoes,  of  the  growth,  production, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  British  islands  or  colonies  in 
the  V/est  Indies,  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
are  within  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  naviga- 
tion act  of  the  United  States.  To  decide  otherwise, 
would  be  construing  a sUte  paper,  and  an  act 
springing  out  ofil,  by  a rule  that  would  le.ud  to  end- 
less embarrassments  betw’een  the  two  nations,  in 
their  coimnaevclal  relations;  and  might  tend  to  frus- 
trate the  very  ends,  for  which  both  the  commercial 
convention,  and  the  navigation  act  of  the  United 
State.s,  have  been  framed. 

It  Is  true,  that  by  the  latter  part  of  the  second 
article  of  the  said  convention, 4;  each  party  remains 
in  the  complete  possession  of  its  rights,  as  respects 
any  intercourse  with  his  Britannic  majesty’s  posses- 
sions in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  continent  of  fiTorth 
America.  And  until  titose  rights  be  farther  legis- 
lated upon  by  Vlie  congress  of  the  United  States, 
tliere  can  be  ho  forfeiture  under  the  present  act  of 
navigation  of  a British  vessel,  importing  a British 
corgo,  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture  of 
H British  island  in  the  West  Indies.  In  passing  the 
late  navigation  act,  congress  determined  how  far 
they  would  then  proceed,  in  acting  upon  their 
rights,  as  to  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the 
United  States  with  the  British  West  Indies: — and 
although  that  body  has  the  power  of  enforcing  our 
national  rights,  and  of  encreasing  the  restrictions 
in  the  premises;  yet,  as  they  have  not  done  so,  the 
act  can  only  prevail,  so  far,  as  its  provisions  have 
contemplated. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  inferred,  that  because 
such  restrictions  have  not  been  enacted  iu  the  na- 
vigation act,  the  British  trade  from  the  British 
West  India  islands,  is  upon  the  same  footing  of  re- 

^Laws  of  United  States,  vol.  13,  page  213. 

j.Laws  of  United  States,  vol.  IS,  p-ge  157. 

ALaws  of  United  Slates,  vol.  13,  page  159. 


;ciproc;ty,  which  it  is  from  tlie  British  European 
territories,  with  the  United  S'.ates;  for,  by  the  revcr 
nue  laws  oftlie  United  Slates,  10  per  cent,  is  requir- 
ed on  the  amount  of  gootls  imnoried  from  the  Bri- 
tish West  Indies,  together  with  alien  tonnage  du- 
ties of  §2  per  ton,  and  of  50  cents  light  money,  mon- 
than  is  required  from  Bvi  i.-.!i  vcs.-jels  coming  frorn 
British  Eu)-oj)ean  ports;  and  the  goods  so  imported 
are  under  the  re.striction  of  not  being  allowed  to  be 
re-shipped  for  drawback. 

As  then,  the  brig  Mary  has  entered  this  port  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  provision.;  of  the  iaie 
navigation  act;  and  as  both  the  vessel  and  cargo 
are  British  property,  and  the  latter  is  the  gri.>\vtli, 
produce,  and  manufacture  of  Jamaica,  a British  is- 
land in  t!ie  West  ladies,  there  is  no  cause  for  fur 
ther  arrestation:  AUliough  there  has  been  a proba- 
ble and  reasonable  cause  of  seizure. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  both  vessel  and  cargo 
be  restored,  on  payment  of  costs. 

October  13. 


Mr.  O’Comior’s  Narrative. 

Fuojr  THTi  niYKncooi,  :MT:ncuRT. 

From  a desire  to  make  the  people  of  England  ac- 
quainted with  Ireland,  of  which  they  know  worse 
than  nothing,  receiving,  as  they  do,  all  tiveir  ac- 
coimts  through  the  medium  of  a description  of 
persons  in  the  constant  habit  of  calumniating  that 
people;  and  from  a v/lsh  to  give  the  people  of  Eng- 
land tlie  means  of  forming  a judgineiit  between 
the  government  of  Iraland  [during  the  residence 
there  of  lords  Camden  and  Cornwallis]  and  me;  it 
cannot,  especially  at  this  moment,  be  tliougbt  ob- 
trusive in  me  to  lay  before  a just  but  prejudiced 
public,  a faithful  narrative  of  those  facts  which  took 
place  in  my  particular  case,  commencing  on  the 
27th  of  December,  1796,  and  ending  on  the  8lh  of 
May,  1803;  a space  of  nearly  seven  years;  daring  the 
whole  of  whick  lime  a continued  fire  of  persecu- 
tion was  kept  up  at  me. 

Connorville,  the  former  place  of  my  residence,  is 
situated  about  14  miles  from  Banlry-bay,  where  a 
I'rencli  fleet  made  its  appearance  on  tlie  23d  of  De- 
cember, 1796.  To  oppose  a landing  of  the  troops 
on  bofA'd  this  fleet,  about  5000  of  the  Irish  militia 
had  advanced,  and  occupied  the  villages  about  me. 
For  tfie  manner  in  which  my  tenants,  my  friends 
and  myself,  treated  these  men,  I refer  to  the  pane- 
gyrics in  tJie  house  of  parliament  in  England  and 
Ireland,  at  the  time.  We  pheered  them  in  their  dis- 
tress; we  administered  to  their  wants,  of  whicJi  they 
had  no  ordinary  share.  Qn  the  27th  of  December, 
abput  nine  o’clock  at  night,  such  a hideous  night 
my  remembrance  cannot  parallel,  I was  informed, 
that  my  porters’  lodges  were  full  of  soldiers,  in  quest 
oFquarters.  I went  to  them.  They  were  in  a sad  plight. 
T found  them  to  be  two  companies  of  the  Wexford  mi- 
litia, with  seven  or  eight  officers.  Day  or  night,  rough 
or  smooth,my  countrymen  were  welcome  to  me.  Iliad 
then  a large  house,  well  stored.  I was  in  the  midst 
of  plenty;  full  of  happiness;  I brought  all  the  men 
to  my  house.  My  mind  has  no  register  of  the  time 
they  remained  with  me,  nor  what  I did  for  them.  My 
tenants  were  very  good  to  those  with  them.  My 
friends  (that  was  the  xvhole  country,  far  and  wide) 
opened  their  doors  to  the  native  army;  let  them 
want  for  nothing;  and  even  when  the  terror  of  inva. 
sion  had  subsided,  my  tenants  and  myself  present- 
ed the  poor  fellows  with  the  billet-money  to  which 
we  were  entitled,  to  buy  them  shoefi  and  stockings.  I 
did  my  utmost  to  make  the  situation  of  the  officers 

comfortable  as  possible,-  and  this  I will  say,  tha't 
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I reccivo^'l  from  all  more  thanks  ;!nm  were  chic,  aiul\ 
^■x;iei  icnce(l  tlu  ir  j^ratitiule  f;  r (.xceecliiig  the  obil-  j 
gaticn.  I Icarnef!  afterv/arcls,  t*.!at  tiiese  officers  ' 
(strangers  heretofore  to  me)  nad  been  directed  by  ! 
some  f'gii .itors  to  my  house,  in  the  expectation  of 
my  no',  admitting tiieni,  vhicli  was  tl)e  opinion  also  : 
of  ill  t!te  odicers  in  ih.at  army.  1 (Inre  ssv,  sncli  of; 
them  as  live  at  tliis  day  wid  acknowie<l.i*e,  tlmt  they 
r>“ceived  a more  hearty  welcome  at  Connorville,  ^ 
than  at  the  liou^e  of -.lie  most  man  in  L eland;  ; 

that  is,  the  man  lliat  has  the  largest  peasion,  or 
Tinv^t  Inci'.;' i\  e .sinecure,  or  post,  in  the  kingdom. — 
\Vliil.>l  this  diA’ision  of  the  army  was  in  their  can- 
lomneiits,  in  my  neighborhood,  when  the  me.i  lost 
tlieir  muskets,  ba.  onc'  s,  and  anununl'.ion,  which  fre-  ( 
qticndy  li.q>peued,  they  c^vne  to  me;  I had  the  thlr.gs  * 
restored  to  tliem.  The  soldiers  became  attached: 
to  me.  Long,  indeed  always  before  these  events,  I j 
Jiad  been  an  object  of  great  jealousy  and  hatred;  1 1 
had  ever  been  in  ti)e  habit  of  comnutting  a crying 
K'in  in  Irelriid.  I had  Ixiri'ie  myself  so  to  all  the  peo- ; 
pie,  that  they  were  .greatly  .attached  to  me.  1 had) 
appointed  aj'bilrators  in  every  parish,  throughout  i 
an  imiTiense  district,  who  decided  all  controversies;  i 
ti;e  occu[)ution  of  tiic  pettyf.ygging  lawyer  was  near-  ] 
ly  gone;  1 curbed  the  vice  of  drunkenness;  I p:  e-j 
vented  riots;  1 did  ail  the  good  1 could.  It  will  not,  i 
therefore,  surprise  any  person,  in  the  least  conver-  j 
sunt  with  the  character  or  complexiutt  of  the  ruling' 
factions  in  li’cland,  that  I was  an  abomination  to 
them;  and  when  to  these  vices,  in  tiieir  eyes,  the  ■ 
thanks  of  the  poor  soldiers  were  superadded,  my  I 
crime.s  were  not  to  be  endured,  and  I became  an  ob- 
ject of  suspicion  .and  distrust. 

In  this  state  of  things  (the  French  force  having 
long  lift  tlie  coast,)  a young  inan  fiom  iny  neigh- 
borliood  had  gone,  in  the  begining  of  March,  to  see 
some  friends  at  Bantry,  where  he  was  arrested  for 
administering  the  oath  of  uninn.  On  being  question- 
ed, he  acknowledged  that  he  hud  rece’vetl  it  fi-om  | 
steivard,  a lad  not  more  than  18  years  c^age  who  1 
was  also  arrested,  and  conveyed  to  ilje  prison  of  | 
Co;  k,  where  every  means  were  used  to  extort  con- 1 
fessions  from  them,  to  implicate  :ne.  They  declar- 1 
ed,  however,  that  I was  the  last  person  to  whom  j 
they  would  disclose  any  thing  of  the  kind.  Tlieir  j 
honesty  and  persistance  in  truth  were  called  trea- } 
son  to  tlieir  country,  and  attachment  to  me;  and  a ) 
council  was  called  together  in  Dublin,  at  which  it 
Was  determined,  that  I luas  very  danq-erous  and  a 1 
wai  rant  was  issued  to  arrest  me  on  suspicion — the  j 
act  of  habeas  corpus  being  at  the  time  suspended.  } 
The  secret,  liowever,  was  not  well  kept.  I disco-  j 
vered  the  plot.  I lay  down  in  my  house  the  night  j 
on  whicJi  I knew  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  • 
to  seize  on  me  by  a large  detachment  of  horse  (at- 
tended  by  lords,  esquires,  and  generals,  and  liie 
staif,)  and  before  they  hud  reached  half  a mile  from 
their  quarters,  I was  (at  a distance  of  12  miles)  ap- 
prised of  their  having  set  out.  They  made  their 
search  for  me,  and  a considerable  depot  of  arms, 
which  they  were  informed  were  secreted  in  the  j 
lofis  and  cellars  of  my  house;  neidier  were  there,  I 
and  they  marched  back.  The  next  day  I wrote  to 
the  judge,  who  was  tlien  holding  the  assize  at  Cork, 
saying,  that  “if  lie  wop  Id  give  me  assurance  of  a tri- 
al then,  of  any  thing  tJiat  could  be  alleged  against 
me,  I would  go  to  him;  otherwise  that  1 would  not 
surrender.’^ 

As  he  was  not  authorized  to  give  me  the  assur 
ance  1 demanded,  and  as  £ preferred  the  liberty 
of  the  common  air,  and  the  use  of  mv  own  limbs,  to 
unlimited  imprisonment,  I stood  out  till  the  lat’er 
end  of  April,  when  finding  my  lieaith  s.),rr.ew!uit  hurt  I 


from  the  manner  of  my  living,  particularly  from 
damn,  I left  home,  and  came  to  F.ngland  on  tiie  2rdi 
of  April,  wliere  I remained  till  the  mldflie  of  .line, 
when  I received  advice  from  home,  that  several  of 
my  tenants,  and  otliers  of  the  poor  jieoplo  to  the 
amount  of  51,  iiad  been  fmng  into  prison;  and  that 
two  unuppy  men  had  been  induced  to  sWear  against 
tliem.  The  same  packet  also  contained  a proclama- 
tion that  had  been  issued  by  lord  Camden,  on  the 
irtli  of  .May  before,  iMviiitig  every  person  to  come 
in  and  surrender,  and  give  security  fer  tlie  peace, 
on  an  nssvrance  n f being  no  further  questioned.  \ ' ry 
happy  at  the  opportunity  this  proclair.a.tiou  afh)nl- 
cd  me,  to  develope  the  conspiracy  against  the  jieo- 
pie  in  prison,  anil  to  aid  them  in  their  def-tce,  I 
retuimed  to  Ireland,  surrendered  myself  at  .Mallow, 
to  lord  Kinsale  and  sir. lames  CoUon,  on  the  faith  of 
the  proclamation;  and  performed  the  terms  requir- 
ed of  me,  which  was  to  givebnll  to  he  of  the  jie.ice 
for  seven  years;  of  all  wblcli  i apprised  lord  Cam- 
den and  his  secretary,  Mr.  Feliiam,  now  lord  Clii- 
cliesler^  the  18th  of  .huie.  From  Mallow  I went 
home,  on  the  5tli  of  July;  and  on  the  14th  was  ar- 
rested by  brigadier-general  Ev  re  Coote,  at  his  camp, 
■johither  he  had  invited  me.  Hefore  he  detained  me, 
be  looked,  fn*  greater  certainty,  into  his  orderly 
book,  and  there  foui.d,  as  he  said,  an  order,  dated 
the  l.st  of  .July,  to  arrest  me.  On  his  having  done 
so,  he  was  at  a loss  what  to  do  vi  iilt  toe,  and  attend- 
ed rne  to  Bandon;  wliere  I wa.s  to  remain  till  he 
should  hear  from  Dublin.  On  tlie  third  Jay  of  my 
slay  in  Banton,  1 received  a letter  from  Mr.  i’elham, 
dated  in  Dublin,  the  same  day  I was  arrrested  at  tlic 
camp  near  Bandon,  180  miles  from  town,  s.iying, 
that  lord  Camden  wished  mucli  to  see  me  at  Dublin; 
and  that,  if  I would  comply,  I raiglit  depend  upon 
my  person  being  perfectly  safe  from  arrest;  and  that 
1 should  be  permitted  to  return  home  immediately. 
This  letter  1 communicated  to  .VI r.  Cooke,  who  sail', 
that  as  government  did  not  know  cf  my  arrest  at 
the  time  Mr.  Pelham  wrote,  he  could  not  let  me 
go  till  he  received  an  answer  from  Dublin  to  his 
letter,  apprising  the  government  of  ni}'  being  in 
custody.  In  a few  days  he  received  his  ordcr.s, 
which  were  to  send  a military  olheer  to  attend  me 
and  captain  Roche  and  1 set  out  for  D'ublin.  'i’he 
captai  *,  had  a sword,  and  he  liad  on  his  sash  and 
gorget.  There  is  a Ugh  hill  between  Bandon  and 
Cork;  we  alighted  from  our  carriage;  it  is  a place 
of  rendezvous;  some  20  or  30  carriers  were  assembled 
here;  they  had  not  seen  me  since  my  return  from 
England.  Captain  Roche  first  saw  his  danger;  and 
his  sword  could  not  defend  him;  his  sash  and  gor- 
get could  not  protect  him.  I perceived  the  work- 
ings of  Us  mind;  a look  of  kindness  from  me  to  imu 
would  save  his  life;  I superadded  a word  of  esteem, 
C.iptain  Ro'che  was  not  molested.  We  arrived  in 
Cork  tliat  evening,  wliere  we  hauked  for  the  night. 
A man  of  the  city  got  access  to  me.  Coik  is  tiie 
place  of  my  nativity;  I liave  friends  there:  wotilil 
that  every  man  could  say  the  same  where  he  is 
best  known'  I discovered  it  was  Intended  to  ofler 
violence  to  captain  Roche;  I prevented  it.  liook 
him  in  safety  to  Dublin.  On  our  way  we  called  at 
the  camp  at  Arpfinuan,  where  tlie  W'^exford  luiiitia 
lay.  All  the  officers  requested  of  captain  Roche  to 
tell  lord  C.nmden  Die  services  I rendered  them,  and 
the  thanks  they  owed  me.  We  arrived  at  Dublin 
and  saw  lord  Chichesler,  wh.o  liberated  me  from  ar- 
rest, and  wrote  to  iMr.  Cooke  iliat  I was  not  to  be 
molested  again.  I returned  borne,  and  in  the  begln- 
mg  of  September  I went  to  the  as.size  of  Cork,  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  my  tenants  against  the 
conspiracy  before  metuioned.  I sent  them  all  to 
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ttieir  homes,  and  prosecuted  the  witnesses,  -who 
7cere  both  transported, or  perjury  to  Botany  Buy. 

T nowr  hoped  to  enjoy  with  my  family  that  peace 
which  innocence  has  always  a right  to  expect.  I 
was  cruelly  deceived.  An  unsigned,  unsworn-to 
paper  was  sent  up  to  the  grand  jury  on  the  17th 
«lay  of  the  assizes,  when  two  of  the  judges  had  left 
the  county;  and  a hill  of  indictment  iias  found 
against  me  for  high  treason.  On  tiiis  paper  £ was 
arrested  and  flung  into  prison,  where,  in  a dungeon 
nine  feet  square,  filthy  beyond  description,  1 lay  rot- 
ti  ;g  for  seven  months,  never  having  felt  tlije  influ- 
ence of  the  sun,  nor  been  breathed  on  by  the  air, 
during  the  whole  time;  at  the  end  of  which  I was 
conveyed  from  tltis  dungeon  to  the  coairt,  to  go 
tlirough  a “trial,”  upon  charges  of  every  species  of 
treason  and  rebellion.  Two  witnesses  were  brought 
up  under  a strong  military  guard.  They  were 
sworn.  VVliat  did  they  depose.*’  That  they  Tene-cv 
nothing  of  me;  that  one  of  these  papers  was  writ- 
ten without  the  knowledge  of  the  witnesses;  that 
when  it  was  read  to  him,  he  declared  it  to  be  false, 
and  refused  to  swear  to  it;  that  he  was  ofieretl 
3001.  a year  to  swear  to  it,  and  threatened  to  be 
Instantly  shot  if  he  persisted  in  his  refusal,  and  he 
did  persist.  The  other  witness  swore,  that  what 
was  called  his  information  was  all  written  down 
without  consulting  him;  that  when  he  refused  to 
sign  it,  he  was  threatened  to  be  hanged;  and  that, 
at  length,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  put  his  name  to  it, 
on  his  receving  an  assurance  that  it  never  was  to  ap- 
pear, and  that  it  was  only  a matter  of  form.  I was 
acquitted  instantly.  All  the  people,  all  the  militai’y, 
expressed  their  joy;  the  judge  trembled;  he  was 
seen  slretclung  out  his  imploring  arms  from  the 
bendi  to  me,  in  the  dock,  amongst  robbers  and 
murderers;  he  was  heard  to  cry  to  me  for  mercy 
to  protect  him;  and  I did  protact  him:  not  a hair 
of  Ids  ])ead  was  touched. 

On  my  being  released,  I eVid  not  return  even  to 
my  house;  I did  not  even  take  one  day’s  repose. 
No,  niy  bel  wed  brother  was  a prisoner  at  Maid- 
stone; lie  is  one  year  younger  than  I am;  we  were 
reared  and  educated  together;  never  one  day  or 
night  apart  for  18  years.  The  thought  of  him  ba- 
nished every  other  idea  from  my  mind;  I set  off  to 
him  tliat  very  night,  and  arrived  in  London  ia  four 
days,  as  quickly  as  I could  travel.  I wrote  to  the 
duke  of  Portland  for  permission  to  be  admitted  to 
my  brother;  I received  his  answer  at  five  o’clock 
next  morning,  by  four  king’s  messengers,  -with  a war- 
rant to  arrest  me;  and  from  my  bed  1 was  taken  to 
the  house  of  Mr.  Sylvester,  and  that  evening  I was 
taken  off  for  Ireland.  We  landed  about  ten  miles 
from  Dublin,  at  night;  I saved  Mr.  Sylvester  and 
the  Bow-street  constable,  my  companion,  from  a 
watery  grave,  and  conducted  them  safe  to  Dublin, 
where  we  arrived  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
I now,  for  the  first  time  since  I left  London,  lay 
down,  and  had  not  been  in  my  bed  more  than  three 
hours,  when  Mr.  Sylvester  awaked  me,  to  tell  me, 
that  another  king’s  messenger  had  tl>at  moment  ar- 
rived from  tlie  duke  of  Portland,  to  take  me  back 
instantly  to  London.  This  was  about  7 o’clock  in 
the  morning;  about  12,  Mr.  Sylvester  informed  me, 
that  Mr.  Cooke  desired  to  see  me  at  the  casile. 
Mark  the  instability  of  fortune.  Behold  O’Connor 
brought  by  a constable,  to  have  the  liberty  of  being 
admitted  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Edward  Cooke!  I 
did  see  him;  the  interview  was  not  of  long  dura- 
tion; the  conversation  was  not  of  many  words,  but 
it  is  important.  I asked  him  the  meaning  of  these 
proceedings;  what  post-haste  treason  I had  commit- 
ted in  the  four  days  that  I travelled  from  Cork  to 


liondon,  above  400  miles.  Hear  his  answer: — W& 
do  not  “pretend  to  have  any  charge  ag.ainst  you; 
but  we  know  your  power,  and  suspect  your  inclina- 
tion; had  my  advice  been  taken,  you  should  not 
have  been  brought  to  trial  in  Cork.  My  opinion 
was,  that  you  should  have  been  kept  in  confine- 
ment under  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
act;  and  it  now  appears  I was  right.”  Well,  that 
afternoon,  about  2 o, clock,  1 was  obliged  to  set  olV 
back  aga\n  towards  £..ondon,  where  we  arrived  on 
the  fourtfiVnorning,  having  been  forced  to  perform 
journles  of  nearly  1200  miles,  and  cross  the  Irish 
sea  three  times  in  tliirteen  days  and  nights:  during 
the  whole  of  which  time  I never  was  permitted  to 
take  off  my  clothes,  nor  to  lay  down  for  mor.f;  than 
sevc7i  hours!  I was  kept  in  custody  at  the  he  .:e  of 
Mr,  Sylvester,  till  my  brother’s  acquittal  at  Maid- 
stone,* wlien  we  were  both  taken  to  Dublin,  where 
we  were  lodged  in  the  same  prison  room,  on  the 
2d  of  June,  1798.  In  July,  a special  commission 
was  opened  in  Dublin  for  the  trial  of  all  those 
against  whom  any  charges  had  been  exhibited; 
amongst  whom,  neither  my  brother  nor  £ were. 
Three  had  been  executed.  Mr.  Byrne,  a relation 
of  the  marchioness  of  Buckingham,  was  condemned, 
and  was  to  be  executed  on  the  24lh  of  July.  On 
Sunday,  the  22d,  some  negociation  was  set  on  foot  in 
a way.  never  yet  ascertained,  between  the  govern- 
ment and  some  of  the  state  prisoners  in  Dublin,  of 
which,  it  appears,  that  neither  my  brother  nor  I had 
any  intimation  till  Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Dobbs  and 
the  sheriff  of  Dublin  entered  our  apartment,  and 
showed  us  a paper,  purporting  to  be  an  acquies- 
cence, on  the  part  of  seventythree  of  the  prisoners 
to  give  information  of  any  arms,  ammunition,  and 
plans  of  warfare;  and  to  emigrate  on  condition  of 
a general  amnesty:  and  of  pardon  for  Mr.  Byrne, 
who  was  to  die  that  day;  and  for  Mr.  Oliver  Bond, 
vvlio  was  at  that  moment  on  his  trial,  if  he  should  be 
condemned.  My  brother  and  £ declined  entering  in- 
to any  agreement.  Mr  Byrne  was  ordered  for  i.n- 
stant  execution,  which  instantly  took  place;  Mr. 
Bond  was  to  die  on  Friday.  We  heard  no  more  of 
the  paper  till  Thursday  evening  late;  when  the 
same  Mr.  Dobbs,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Samuel  Nel- 
son, one  of  the  prisoners  from  another  cf  the  pri- 
sons, came  fo  that  where  my  brother  and  I lay.  All 
the  prisoners  were  called  together;  Mr.  Dobbs  pro- 
duced a letter  lie  had  just  received  from  Mr.  Cooke, 
stating,  “that  if  my  brother  and  I would  enter  in- 
to a treaty  with  the  government,  by  which  we 
should  engage  to  give  every  information  in  our 
power  to  all  matters  relating  to  the  rebellion,  and 
particularly  our  relations  with  foreign  states  there 
should  be  a general  amnesty;  Mr.  Bond  should  be 

*1  well  remember,  I never  can  forget,  the  meeting 
at  Maidstone  between  Roger  and  Arthur  O, Connor. 
They  had  not  seen  each  other  for  very  many  months 
in  the  interval  they  had  both  been  imprisoned  and 
their  lives  put  in  jeopardy.  Under  what  circum- 
stances did  they  meet  ! ! Roger  was  a state  prison- 
er  in  the  custody  of  a king’s  messenger,  Arthur  was 
in  the  dock  about  to  be  tried  for  high  treason!  I 
stood  in  the  dock  on  the  right  hand  of  Arthur 
O’Connor,  the  court  had  not  yet  taken  their  seats. 
I heard  a noise  on  my  right  and  saw  a dignified 
and  commanding  looking  man  enter  the  bar.  “It 
is  my  brother”  said  Arthur  in  a voice  almost  suffo- 
cated by  feeling.  Roger  andvanced  to  tb.e  dock, 
Arthur  grasped  him  by  the  band;  they  were  not 
permitted  to  interchange  a word;  the  big  tears  rol- 
led down  tlieir  manly  cheeks,  they  pressed  each 
others  hands  and  parted.  lyem.  Press. 
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pardo-^ed,  ncl  we  sliould  be  permitted  to  , diately  became  my  securby  There  I lived  for  one 

to  iny  country,  not  at  war  will)  R i.;lancl;  but  that  | year,  when  the  treaty  of  Amiens  taking*  plare,  I was 
if  VC  nersisted  i . our  refusal,  mi'.ivar\  commissions  J desirous  of  ruturning*  to  my  own  country,  and  ap- 
sho’ild  he  issued,  in  the  north,  for  the  trial  of  the ' nlied  to  sir  Uiclnrd  Ford,  the  magistrate,  before 


pris  uers  t U:i*c,  tlie  coui'ts  sltould  proceed  in  Ihtblin, , whom 


magistrate, 
acknowledged  the  recognizance,  to  get  it 


ttie  ycom.nry  shoul  ’ remain  on  cctive  duty^^  \\\\)  In  vain.  Af*er  many  fruitless  efforts  he  at 
W ' bo»h  refused.  W r if  t'.ei'e  are  any  r/i  :ri(es  length  ii'formed  me,  that  it  was  determined  nrver 
ayainst  ve,  proceed  upon  the.n.  Wiiv  proceed  :t  give  it  up,  as  long  as  / retained  the  poyver  of  /iv~ 


agai  ,st  nd  ers,  because  we  will  n(  t enter  into  anvjtw^  in  the  South  of  Ireland.  I judged  it  better  to 
ne.iocIation<?  ^Ve  went  to  our  rwn  rooms,  . id  part  with  Connorville  than  to  be  shut  out  from  my 
ther 
us  d 


\f  . DoM)s  presenily  came,  lie  reo'.'esented  loi  country.  1 got  a passport  to  Ireland,  and,  on  thf* 
e dr  i df'il  scenes  of  slaughter  and  devastation  i 1st  of  May  1803, 1 let  a lease  forever,  of  the  place  of 
that  would  fol!  w close  upon  o*ur  declaration.  It  i wv  earliest  days.  Whereunou,  I got  tip  my  recog- 
apoears  that  my  brother  was  influencetl  bv  these  1 nizance  immediately.  I purchased,  for  forty  tliou 
consulcrations;  and,  to  save  an  unar.med  pr  ople.he ' Sand  pounds, /r^m  lord  lt'ellesleu,Xhe  castle  and  es- 
cnn  ;en'od  to  s c**ifice  himself:  but  I heard  tlieseltate  of  Dungan,  within  a few  miles  of  Dublin,  where 
p’*op  )Sxls  and  t’'re  its  ’vi  h a v ry  different  ear.  M , [I  have  resided  with  mv  family  ever  since,  coming 


ans'vcr  'Vas  that  I sei  at  defiance  ad  their  muchir.aiions 
— th  ’1  \v.;s  reads'  to  meet  any  charye  that  could  be 
bro'^orfit  ayuijist  me,-  but  tlml  never  v otild  ei‘ter 
int^  any  agreement  with  the  castle  of  Dublin  during 
mv  life  N (thing  no*w  was  left  uoattemp’ed  to  in- 


over  occasjonallv  to  visit  sir  Francis  Burdett  and  a 
tew  other  friends  in  England,  where,  thoiryh  I have 
estates,  I have  never  been  known,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  interfere  witj\  any  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try; \ never  attended  a public  meeting  or  a puhlio 


duce  me  by  every  fair  promise,  or  to  intimidate  me  'dinner;  ihougii  I Viave  many  friends.  I seldom  assi,- 
b\  the  most  inarming  threats,  to  sign  this  .agree-  Iciate  with  anyone  but  sir  Francis  Burdett  and  his 
meiit.  .7//  ~^uere  nnavniliny.  .\t  length  Mr.  .Mars- 1 family.  My  for'une  is  ample;  and  neither  I,  ror 
d n came,  as  if  secve.Iy,  ami  as  a f iend,  to  let  me  I any  one  of  my  family  ever  ate  one  morsel  that  ivus 
k ix')W  what,  by  chance  l.e  had  lieard  at  the  castle.  \ noi  produced  from  onr  own  estates.  "We  never  recei- 
Ti  at  i*  was  determined  to  seize  my  estate,  if  I did  !ved  any  of  the  people’s  money  in  the  shape  of  pen- 
not  comply.  My  answer,  was,  that  I was  prepared  i slons  and  places:  nor  was  any  man’s  meal  or  com- 
against  every  thing,  that  I was  absolute  never  to  I forts  ever  diminished  bv  one  of  us.  Surely,  then, 
comply.  J I must  be  a most  disloyal  traitor!  In  fine,  many,  v-^-- 

In  consequence  of  which,  orders  were  dispatch-  j ry  many  of  the  people  of  Ireland  love  me;  the  mill- 
ed to  the  officer  commanding  at  Bandon,  to  senvd  j tia  was  attached  to  me.  I surrendered  on  the  so- 
detacliments  of  horse  and  foot  to  take  possession  of ; lemn  faith  of  a proclamation,  which  faith,  towards 
my  house,  wldch  they  did,  to  the  .amount  of  be-jme,  was  broken;  I protected  captain  Koclie;  I de- 
tween 2 and3u0men;  ihey  expeiledfour  of  my  in  fant  the  judge;  I saved  Mr.  Sylvester,  and  the 

children,  and  my  servants;  the  officers  broke  open  | Bow-  street  constable.  There  is  no  kind  of  place 
my  cellars,  and  drank  all  my  \vine;  they  ordered  j that  has  not  been  my  prison;  my  own  house,  camps^ 
the  men  to  kill  my  sheep  and  ox.en,  on  which  the  | guard-houses,  taverns  and  hotels,  castles,  wineries, 
whole  pai’ty  subsisted;  they  converted  my  iron  g.ales  j packet-boats,  messengers’  houses,  court diouses, 
into  shoes  for  their  horses:  they  made  firing  of  win- 1 bridewells,  states  prisons  (as  they  :ire  called)  teu- 
dow.s,  doors  and  frames  of  the  house  and  offices;  jders,  garrisons,  palaces;  and  .as  a prisoner,  liave  I 
burned  all  my  farming  utensils,  destroyed  my  gar-  [travelled  about  from  my  own  house  in  the  south,  to 
dens  and  the  wall  trees,  the  hot-house,  and  all  the  j Carrickfergus,  in  the  north  of  Ireland;  from  the 
plants;  turned  all  their  h®rses  out  into  young  plan-  [western  e.'ttremity  of  Wales,  to  .Maidstone,  nearly 
taiions  whicli  were  all  ruined;  stole  every  thing  [the  western  extremity  of  England;  from  Dublin  to 
moveable;  and  committed  every  species  of  devas- 1 Fort  St  George  in  Scotland,  within  40  miles  of  Jno. 
tation,  for  eight  or  nine  weeks,  that  they  remained  | O’Grot’s  house,  to  Londor.I^i  mail-  coxhes,  hack- 
there,  for  which  I never  received  one  penny  as  re- [ney-coaches,  post  carriages,  and  carts;  on  foot  and 
muneration,  from  that  day  to  this.  After  tl'.is  visi- 
tation, it  w as  again  required  of  me  to  siyn  the  paper. 

My  answer  was  always  the  same.  Si  ill  I was  kept 
a prisoner;  and  when  those  who  had  entered  into 
the  agreement  were  sent  to  Scotland,  I was  forced, 
by  Justice  Atkinson,  and  a company  of  Rucking- 
hamsldre  militia,  at  the  very  point  of  the  bajonet 
inio  a coHcli,  conveyed  on  bo<»rd  a tender,  and 
conducted  to  Fort  George,  in  w'hich  military 
garrison  I was  kept  for  a year  and  ten  months,  where 
by  the  lenient  treatment  I received,  I lost  the  use  of 
my  limbs,  and  was  reduced  to  the  very  verge  of 


on  horseback;  and  all  because  (for  1 know  of  no 
other  cause)  that,  ten  yeas  before  the  French  revo- 
lution, I saw  tlie  absolute  necessity  of  a reforti  in 
the  commons  of  Ireland,  W’hich  Was  acknowledged 
afterwar.ls  by  the  factions  of  England  and  Ireland; 
and  because  I w'ould  not  consent  to  a legislative 
union,  which  I regarded  as  equally  ruinous  to  bot>t 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

On  the  whole,  then,  let  the  people  of  England, 
now  that  they  are  in  possession  of  their  sober  senses, 
decide  betw'een  my  accusers  and  me,  wlielher  the 
laws  were  infringed  by  3ie,  wlio  have  gone  through 
life;  at  the  end  of  which  time  I was  brought  to  Lon- 1 every  ordeal;  who  have  always  courted  investiga- 
don,  and  let  go  on  tlie  24lh  of  J muary  1801,  upon  j tion  and  enquiry;  who  for  years  never  ceased  to  de- 
a dreadful  recognizance  to  some  immense  amount,  mand  trial;  or  by  them  who  souglit  the  protection 
not  to  retxirn  to  Ireland,  and  to  reside  in  sucli  part  [of  a bill  of  indemnity,  passed  b}'  ail  assembly  of 
of  England,  as  tlie  king  of  Flngland  should  from  j which  they  themselves  made  a part, 
time  to  'ime  appoint,  (and  Middlesex  was  named) 
dminy  the  then  war.  I toi.*k  a house  at  Southgate,  in 
Middlesex,  where  I resided  for  half  a year;  but 
having  no  land  there,  I looked  out  for  a place  with 
land,  to  occupy  my  time.  I found  one  to  suit  me 
at  Eis-ree.  As  I was  a stra’ ger,  and  as  the  rent 
ainounied  to  5001.  a year,  I applied  to  my  old  friend 
.^id  companion,  sir  Francis  Burdett,  w)io  imme- 


Foreign  xirticles. 

EXGL.I.XU,  SiC. 

It  was  publicly  know'n  in  England  tliat  lord  Coch- 
rane with  large  supplies  of  arms,  &c.  was  about  to 
le*dve  that  country  for  South  America. 

The  “Wheal  Spamon”  tin  an:l  copper  mine,  after 
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a suspension  of  two  years,  is  a^ain  worked  It  is 
m ntioned  as  the  only  mine  In  Great  Dritain  that 
has  proluced  any  considerable  quantity  ofcobalt; — 
one  stone  was  taken  froni  it  tliat  wcij^hed  1333/5s. 

Persons  at  1/iverpool  interested  in  the  importa- 
t 'on  of  cotton  from  India,  have  sent  difierfent  seeds 
there  to  improve  the  quality.  The  price  of  cotton 
in  India,  is  about  8d.  per  lb—300  lbs.  are  compres- 
sc<l  into  a bale  of  9 cubit  feet  for  exportation. 

'I'he  price  cf  labor  in  India  does  not  exceed  two 
cents  per  noan  a day. 

A letter  from  Liverpool,  of  Sept.  2,  says — cotton 
twist  is  actually  becoming  an  article  of  exportation 
from  hence  to  India. 

A committee  of  the  house  of  commons  has  made 
a second  report,  of  the  most  decisive  character, 
upon  the  police  of  Ijondon.  It  recommends  the 
abolition  of  tlie  system  of  parliamentary  rewards 
for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  felons,  com- 
monly called  Blood  Money,  which  has  lately  excited 
so  much  horror.  The  money,  thus  expended  in 
1815,  amounted  to  18,000  pounds! 

An  experiment  was  made  on  the  12tb  Sept,  on 
board  the  ship  Wellesley,  of  a newly  invented  sy- 
phon, which  is  intended  to  water  ships  from  a tank 
vessel,  instead  of  pumping.  The  instrument  is  two 
feet  and  a lialf  in  diameter,  and  It  discharges  hour- 
ly 20  tons  and  half;  which  was  considered  a most 
satisfactory  proof  of  its  elhcaclous  power. 

Typhus  fever  is  carying  off  many  of  the  poor,  at 
J.,iverpool. 

Tiie  new  crop  of  wheat  Is  pronounced  excellent 
—and  x\merican  Sour  in  England  had  fallen  to  42s. 
per.  bbl. 

Stocks —Sept.  16.  3 per  cents  79  1-2. 

2 159  persons  embarked  at  IJelfast  for  the  Unit- 
ed States,  from  the  17th  of  March  to  the  21st  of 
August  of  the  present  year. 

The  prevailing  fever  has  become  very  alarming 
at  Armagh,  and  in  Derry. 

American  flour  at  IXiblln  is  in  demand,  at  58s. 

It  is  ofticially  notified  th.at  the  bank  of  England 
would  pav  specie  for  all  its  notes  dated  prior  to  the 
1st  of  .lanuary  1817,  on  the  1st  of  October. 

The  prince  regent  has  given  to  the  duke  of'Wel- 
lington  the  colossal  statue  of  Bonaparte. 

Accounts  from  Bengal  to  the  21st  May  state  that 
since  the  fall  of  Hat’trass,  the  British  troops  h!id 
taken  eleven  other  forts,  which  had  left  the  ene 
my’s  country  at  the  entire  mercy  of  the  British. 

By  an  order  from  the  British  war  office,  it  appears 
that  pensions  granted  for  wounds  received  subse- 
quently to  the  24th  of  June  1817,  are  not  to  increase 
witli  rank.. 

The  Americans  (says  a late  London  paper)  have 
reduced  their  naval  force  upon  the  lakes,  to  the  same 
scale  as  ours;  but  the  exertions  with  which  they  are 
fviit ting  roads  in  the  directions  of  those  waters,  fel- 
ling limber,  and  preparing  it  as  knees,  bends,  &c. 
6)1*  vessels  of  wav,  are  circumstances  whicli  excite 
gone  attention. 

Stock  exchange  phrases.— following  is  an  ex- 
planation of  the  singular  terms  used  in  the  stock 
exchange  of  London:— A bull  is  a stock  holder,  who 
has  contracted  to  take,  at  a certain  time,  a large 
ouantity  of  stock,  which  he  has  neither  the  intention 
.nor  power  of  paying;  and  who  finds  himself  in  con- 
sequence, obliged  to  sell  it  at  a profit  or  a loss,  to 
honor  his  engagements  at  that  period.  A bear  is, 
on  the  contrary,  a stockjobber  who  has  promised  to 
deliver  a large  quantity  of  stocks,  which  he  has  not, 
and  which  he  is  obliged  to  purchase  at  a profit  or 
Joss,  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  his  obligation.  It 
may  tints  be  seen  that  the  bears  are  enemies  to  the 


bulls.  As  the  former  has  a stock  to  sell,  they  seek 
by  every  species  of  bad  news,  to  create  a fall.  The 
latter  being  obliged  to  accept  stock,  endeavour  to 
raise  the  price,  that  tliey  may  sell  it  immediately 
without  loss,  and  even  wlUi  advantage.  There  are 
frequently  some  stockjobbers  who  do  not  fulfil  thr-lr 
engagements,  and  who  are- called  by  the  singular 
name  of  T^ame  Ducks.  These  persons  are  only 
banished  from  the  exchange;  they  still  act  as  stock- 
brokers. If  they  can  subsequently  settle  with  their 
crediliors,  they  may  return  to  the  stock  exchange. 

SCOTS  AND  HUSK. — From  a Jhiblin  paper. — It  ap- 
pears from  sir  John  Sinclair’s  report,  that  Scotland 
possesses  only  1,804,864  souls,  or  about  one  third 
part  of  the  supposed  population  of  Ireland,  and 
in  the  year  1813,  (the  period  at  which  the  report 
was  completed,)  the  people  paid  4,204,097^.  7s. 
9d.  of  net  revenue,  exclusively  of  the  expense  of 
management  and  drawbacks.  This  comparatively 
immense  sum  amounts  to  within  about  half  a mil 
lion  of  the  net  revenue  of  Ireland,  and  it  exhibits, 
most  clearly,  this  important  fact,  namely,  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  are  able  to  bear  a rate  of  taxa- 
tion  exceeding  that  of  Ireland  ifi  the  proportion  of 
three  to  one,  or  in  plain  language,  orScotsman  pays 
three  pounds  to  the  state  for  every  one  paid  by  an 
Irishman:  and,  by  the  same  rule,  Ireland,  instead  of 
paying  4,822,264  13?.  11  l-2d.  of  net  revenue,  which 
was  the  amount  in  the  year  1813,  ought,  on  this  ac- 
count alone,  to  afford  14,466,793/.  is.  10  l-2d  an- 
nually, without  burtheuing  the  pepple  more  heavily 
than  they  are  in  Scotland.  But  Ireland  enjoys  local 
advantages  superior  to  those  of  Caledonia,  in  as  far 
as  her  soil  and  climate  are  morefavorable  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  earth.  But,  in  comparing  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  two  countries,  there  is  another 
consideration  of  the  utmost  importance  that  bears 
upon  the  question.  The  total  extent  of  Scotland 
includes  nearly  nineteen  millions  of  English  acres, 
of  which  only  5,033,050  are  fully  or  partially  culti- 
vated. The  total  extent  of  Ireland  may  be  estima- 
ted at  more  than  twenty  millions  of  English  acres,  of 
whicli  15,000,000  are  fully  or  partially  cultivated. 
Here  we  find  that  the  people  of  the  latter  country 
have  the  superiority  over  those  of  the  former,  in  the 
proportion  of  nearly  three  to  one,  in  all  that  relates 
to  the  products  of  the  soil,  which  are,  in  ffet,  tlie 
primary  source  of  national  wealth. 

PAnocHiAL  CLKUKT — From  the  London  Monthly 
Magazine. — 'fhe  annual  revenues  of  the  parochial 
clergy  of  England  and  Wales  have  been  stated  at 
2,557,000/  But  it  must  be  remembered,  that  these 
revenues  arise  as  well  from  glebe  and  augmenta- 
tion lands,  with  surplice  fees,  as  from  tithes  in 
kind  or  by  composition,  wliich,  on  each  parish,  can 
scarcely  be  estimated  on  the  average  under  40/.  per 
annum,  which,  according  to  the  numberof  10,649  pa- 
rochial benefices,  will  amount  to  nearly  526,000/.; 
wliich  being  deducted  from  the  gross  revenue  of 
the  parochial  clergy,  will  leave  2,031,000/.  as  the 
actual  receipt  from  the  tithes  in  their  possession 
The  impropriations  are  usually  estimated  at3,845  in 
number,  and  of  these  about  one-tlilrd  belong  to  tlie 
bishops,  dignified  clej’gy  and  two  universities;  and 
the  other  two-thirds  to  the  lay  impropriators:  and 
the  laity  are  also  lessees  of  the  one-third  belonging 
to  the  superior  clergy  and  universities.  The  col- 
lective income  of  which  improprialions  from  tithes 
alone,  at  this  time  may  be  taken  at  1,538,000/.  per 
annum.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  total  receipt 
from  the  tithes  in  the  possession  of  the  parochial 
clergy,  and  impropriators,  whether  paid  in  kind  or 
accounted  for  by  composition,  amounts  to  3,569,o00/. 
per  annum:  v/hicb*,  i:i  proportion  to  that  part  of 
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■Uie  agricultural  lands  in  flie  kingdom,  subject  to 
tlie  iiavmeut  of  tithes,  namely,  28,000,000,  and  va- 
lued or  rented'  at  15^.  20s.  or  25^.  per  statute  aeVe, 
will  be  under  3s.  5<l.  in  the  pound  at  15s.  per  acre, 
a little  above  2s.  Sd.  in  the  pound  at  20s.  per  acre, 
and  a little  above  2s.  in  the  pound  at  25s.  pea-  acre.  > 
x'rausiated  for  the  Colwnbiun. — A Germi^o  jour-| 
nalist  in  the  conclusion  of  his  observations  on  thej 
suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act  in  l-lngland — i 
says,  “Tacitus  remarks  very  correctly,  that  spies  I 
and  secret  denunciations  announce  the  fall  of  em-j 
pires.  External  splendor  cannot  impose  on  us;  it; 
ii  merely  found  where  the  people  Lavt  ceased  to  be  | 
virtuous.  ^ I 

“The  ]>roud  fleets  of  England  may  ride  In  Iri  I 
umph  on  every  sea;  their  flag  n?.ay  wave  on  thej 
Ganges  »nd  on  tlie  higSi  rocks  of  JiSalta  and  Gibral-j 
tar — the  spirit  of  the  great  Oiatham  dwells  not  in 
his  succes:»ovs,  and  it  is  spirit  alone  that  con*>tituleS| 
life.  i 

“Before  Augustus  could  establish  liis  rale,  the 
people  had  been  accustomed  to  the  sway  of  indivi- 
duals. I.et  the  Britons  be  once  accustomed  to  the 
absence  of  their  palladium,  and  it  will  not  rec|uirei 
a century  to  bury  its  memory  in  oblivion.” 

• FHANCn.  I 

It  is  stated  that  the  king  of  Trance  has  issued; 
an  ordinance  forbidding  the  export  of  grain.  The 
prohibition  is  expected  to  conli.nuc  throughout  thej 
year.  j 

Desbans  and  Cbayoux  have  lately  been  shot  atj 
Paris,  for  some  political  ofl’ences.  The  latter  vvlien  j 
told  he  was  to  be  divested  of  the  insignia  of  the 
legion  of  honor,  took  his  cross,  roiled  it  up  in  the  j 
ribband,  and  swallowed  it!  They  requested  that  | 
they  might  not  be  tied  or  bandaged,  which  was  i 
granted— they  joined  their  arms  together,  gavel!.* 
word  fire,  and  were  instantly  killed.  They  had  beenj 
convicted  of  a plot  to  assassinate  Monsieur  and  his  i 
son.  ^ j 

Messrs.  Comte  and  Dunoger,  joint  authors  of  the 
work  entitled  La  C'enseur  European,  have  been 
condemned  to  a yearns  impr'isonment,  uiid  a fine  of 
3000  francs  each,  for  publisliing  the  “Aiauuscilpc 
transmitted  from  St.  Helena!” 

The  picture  of  David  represendng  Cupid  and 
Psyche,  lias  been  purchased  by  the  Count  of  Sora- 
mariva,  for  30,000  francs. 

The  person  who  pretends  to  the  throne  of  France, 
as  the  son  of  Louis  the  16th,  at  least  performs  !iis 
part  well,  and  appears  to  have  excited  much  sen 
sation  in  France.  He  is  well  supplied  with  money 
and  lavishes  it  freely,  demaTiding  with  great  earnest- 
ness an  interview  with  the  duclu  ss  of  Angoulome, 
or  a public  trial,  to  produce  conviction  that  he  is 
the  true  king  of  France.  His  pretensions  have  been 
considerably  encouraged — but  he  is  arrested,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  confined  in  some  secret  place  for 
life,  if  there  is  the  sliadow  of  a jirospect  that  he 
really  is  what  he  pretends  to  be — another  “iron 
mask.” 

Slocks— Sept  14,  3 p^’  cents  66f.  65c.  Sept.  25, 
65f.  85c. 

In  France,  the  duke  of  Feltre  liad  resigned  the 
office  ef  minister  of  war,  and  marshal  St.  Cyr  was 
appoint<=d  his  successor;  count  Mole  was  appomt- 
cJ  secretary  of  state  in  the  marine  department. 

'J'he  widow  of  count  Eonisto-n/ski  has  arrived  at 
New- York. 

BONAPAUTE. 

A London  paper  s-iys  that  lord  Amherst  has  duly 
delivered  to  the  Prince  Regent  the  letter  from  Bo- 
naparte to  his  Royal  Highness,  of  which,  his  lord- 
ship  was  the  bearer  from  St.  Helena. 


ITALY. 

Tlie  present  population  of  Rome  is  331,356— in 
1816,  127,997. 

NETHERLANDS. 

We  have  very  distressing  accounts  of  the  st.ate 
of  Uie  German  emigrants  attempting  to  reach  tlu; 
United  States  lliiough  tUe  ports  of  tlie  Nelhei-lands. 
Ojie-sliip  with  500  on  board,  after  being  a consider- 
able time  at  sea,  was  forced  back, — 60  had  died  on 
board  of  her  while  she  was  out.  In  another  pre- 
pared to  sail,  a destructive  epedemic  had  broken 
out,  and  carried  off  many  persons.  There  were 
700  at  the  Texel  engaged  to  go  to  Philadelphia, 
but  prevented  by  the  want  of  means,  and  in  gnat 
distress,  S;cv  'i'wo  vessels,  cranmed  with  these 
ur.fortunate  people,  touched  at  St.  Michael's,  one  of 
the  Azores,  for  supplies— one  of  them  a Dutch  brig, 
Ivid  been  out  ninety-one  days — during  which  she 
had  loet  40  passengers— the  o-her  had  400  on  board,, 
hut  they  were  tolerably  hcnltiiy. 

SWEDEN. 

The  interdiction  of  colonial  produce,  5:c.  in  Swe- 
den, has  not  prevented  its  use,  but  lias  raised  tiie 
price— as  it  must  be  smuggled.  The  drinking  of 
coffee  being  prohiliited,  it  is  now  called  soup,  ami 
eaten  wiih  a spoon. 

BUSSl  A. 

The  emperor,  with  more  than  100  distinguished 
persons  of  his  court,  lately  dined  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  vice  admiral  Crown’s  ship  at  Cronstadt. 
Crown  is  a Scotchman — and  second  in  command  in 
the  Russian  navy. 

British  writers,  in  many  ways,  manifest  great 
jealousy  at  the  power  of  Russia, 

'I’he  emperor  of  Russia  has  transferred  the  seat 
of  government  of  Finland  (a  province  wrested  from 
Sweden  some  years  ago)  from  Abo  to  Helsingfors 
— which  has  u commodious  harbor  in  the  gulf  of 
Finland. 

1 

j GEUMAXT, 

Y'our.g  Napoleon,  it  is  said,  when  arrived  at  a 
proper  age,  will  be  created  archbishop  primate  of 
Ilatisbon,  and  arcli  chancellor  of  the  Germanic  em- 
pire. 

rnussiA. 

A school  for  swimming  has  been  established  at 
Berlin.  Each  company  of  the  body  guards  and 
grenadiers  has  a swimming  master.  It  requires 
only  15  days  practice  to  acquire  tlie  art,  and  alrea- 
dy more  than  a thousand  soldiers  have  learned  it. 

POLAND. 

Prince  Radzivil,  of  Poland,  who  sometimes  unites 
the  elegance  of  southern  taste  with  the  burbarous 
pomp  of  Sarmatia,  once  entered  War.saw  in  his 
carriage,  drawn  by  six  n-hite  bears,  taken  in  his 
own  Lithuanian  forests,  and  completely  broken  and 
richly  harnessed  for  the  purpose.— paper. 
j They  write  from  PoUnd,  that  a forester,  having 
heard  that  a reward  of  5t'0  crowns  was  oficred  to 
any  person  who  would  kill  a wolf  widcli  wa.s  the 
terror  of  the  neighborlmod,  resolved  to  obtain  it. 
Tills  furious  animal,  accustomed  during  the  late 
Campaigns,  to  live  upon  tlie<lead  bodies  of  soldiers, 
would  not  attack  the  flocks,  but  used  to  flv  upon 
the  shepherds  and  devour  them,  d’he  forester  took 
his  cliiid,  only  about  two  years  old,  and  fastened 
it  to  a tree  near  his  cottage,  widi  a view  to  attract 
the  aiiinsal,  wliiie  he  remained  upon  tlie  wa.ch  with 
it  musket.  Tiie  wolf  came,  and  was  instantly  killed- 
the  infant  sustained  ou  injury,  and  the  man  claimed 
the  reward. — ib, 

FLOHIDA. 

There  were  eight  large  prizes,  fully  ladened  with 
sugar,  coflee,  &s.  at  Amelia.  One  of  them  had  on 
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board  1000  boxes  of  seg-ars  that  had  been  made  ex- 
pressly for  the  use  of  the  “adored’^  Ferdinand, 

The  arttied  vessels  there  on  the  11th  inst.  were — 
the  brig  American  Libra,  of  3 guns;  and  the  San 
Joseph,  of  6 guns,  belonging  to  the  goverv^ment— 
and  the  private  armed  vessels  American  Congress, 
of  12  guns;  the  Morgiania,  of  18;  and  the  Republi- 
can of  2; — two  others  were  fitting  out.  McGregor 
and  the  infamous  Woodbine  have  arrived  at  New 
Providence  from  Amelia. 

(Xj^Our  latest  accounts  from  this  island  report, 
that  the  civil  and  military  authorities  are  literally 
at  ^‘daggers  being  actually  in  arms  against 

each  other.  There  is  an  “American  party”  and  a 
’‘French  party” — Hwbbard,  as  the  civil  governor,  is 
at  the  head  of  the  former,  and  Aury,  as  comimand- 
ing  the  military,  of  the  other.  Uattle  between 
them  was  expected— -and  report  adds  that  Aury, 
with  his  fleet,  was  actually  blockading  the  island. 
A Com.  Champlin  was  however  expected  with 
four  sail,  and  it  was  supposed  would  give  the  pre- 
pondtr'.nce  to  Hubbard’s  party. 

*^*  These  particulars  are  fully  confirmed — but 
tlie  ..flair  at  Amelia  has  lost  its  Interest  with  us, 
and  seems  to  be  nothing  else  than  a semi-piratical 
business.  We  should  be  glad  if  tlie  United  States 
force  in  that  quarter  was  immediately  strenghten- 
ed. 

^'SPANISH  AMEHICA. 

Tlie  London  Courier  proposes  that  Spain  should 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  South  Arne 
ricans,  on  condition  that  they  would  accept  a prince 
from  another  branch  of  the  house  of  Spain  for  their 
sovereign — England  and  the  allied  powers,  general- 
ly, to  guarantee  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms  thus 
granted. 

A Buenos  Ayrean  privateer  said  to  be  called  the 
Porpoise,  of  7 guns  and  86  men,  lately  overliauled 
a British  vessel  and  plundered  her  of  several  arti- 
cles.  A person  on  board  the  latter  remonstrating 
against  it  as  downright  pix-acy,  was  retorted  upon 
by  a reference  to  the  plunderings  of  the  Americans 
by  the  British  under  their  oi'ders  in  council — a cut- 
ting reproof  and  well  earned.  The  Porpoise  is  own- 
ed in  Buenos  Ayres,  and  commanded  by  a native 
said  to  be  called  Tucuman— who  had  a few  days 
before  plundered  an  English  vessel  and  then  suixk 
her. 

From  Havana,  under  date  of  Sept.  21,  vve  learn 
that  in  an  account  printed  in  the  city  of  Alex- 

jc(/,  12th  August,  it  is  stated  that  Mi.na,  Borja  and- 
Moreno,  are  completely  besieged  in  Comanja,  and 
that  Navarre  had  already  taken  from  them  a small 
fort  that  protected  the  only  water  they  had  to  de- 
pend upon.  [We  very  well  know  what  a “Spanish  of- 
ficial, account”  is.] 

An  ar.icle  under  the  head  of  Ghent,  1st  Sept, 
say.s;  Many  vessels  of  war  and  ti*anspor!s  have  sail- 
ed from  different  ports  of  France  for  Spain,  to  be 
employed  in  an  expe.liiion  to  Amei’ica. 

The  Ghexxt  papers  adds — if  the  government  does 
not  send  jnezz,  it  is  because  it  would  be  disagreeable 
to  the  nation,  and  it  xs  feared  they  would  join  the 
insurgents. 

No  doubt  the  Spanish  ambassadors  at  the  differ- 
ent courts  cfEux’ope,  are  endeavouring  to  aid  their 
couatx’y — and  pex'haps  they  make  remax'ks  unfavora- 
ble to  the  U.  States. 

The  ‘*church’^  and  a bull  feast! — The  government 
of  H ivana  have  granted  an  exu-aordinary  bull  feast 
for  the  benefit  of  the  convent  of  Si.  Juan  de  Dias. 

Liverpool  Sept.  12- — The  court  of  Spain  euiertains 
great  hopes  that  Russia  will  assist  in  the  subjnga 
tioQ  of  tfie  AueritQun  colonies.  An  inundation  ox 


Ru;  Jan  li'oops,  desuined  to  this  ol)i-c  , Is  talk'd 
of.  and  this  last  calamity  that  can  befa’  ttiose  unfor- 
tunate regions  is  confidently  amicip'ued.  A-'-  ex- 
pedition of  Spanish  troops,  to  the  amount  of  15  .r 
20,000,  is  likewise  preparing.  [We  venture  thr  (.pi- 
nion, that  unless  England  is  a party  in  tixe  alfair, 
that  she  will  not  permit  Russian  troops  to  be  sent 
to  Spanish  America.] 


[Weh.ave  rarely  seen  a more  spirited  and  feeling 
article  than  the  following — atidits  glorious  me- 
rit is,  that  the  expected  attack  was  made  upon 
Margarita  and  resisted  as  promised — to  tlie  coin^ 
plete  discornfiliu'e  of  the  bloody  Merillo,  an;l  his 
“adored”  king.] 

FROM  THE  CURflACOA  COURA^T  OF  loTtI  SF.rTEMBT.R. 

Maniff  sto  to  an  Impartial  H'crld. 

Since  God  created  the  universe,  or  tliis  huge 
abode  of  mortals,  from  which  period  \re  reckon  an 
interval  of  more  than  six  thousand  years,  there  have 
been  revolutions  which  have  affiicted  it  with  the 
destruction  of  the  human  species. 

Venezuela  occupies  the  last  page  in  this  dismal 
history.  On  the  19th  Apfil,  of  the  year  1810,  she 
tuned  the  sacred  hymn  of  her  emancipation,  a''d 
among  remarkable  periods,  she  'struggles  against 
the  strongest  ccftcussions  to  obtain'it. 

Gloi'ious  journies — Brilliant  and  distinguished 
coTxfiicts  are  the  most  irrefragable  proofs  of  Veue- 
zaelian  valor. 

riie  island  of  Margaiuta,  one  of  the  principal  and 
complete  parts  of  the  confederated  sixites,  reared 
likewise  the  standard  of  honor,  and  walked  upon 
the  tracks  of  her  fellow-ciMzens. 

On  the  4th  of  May  of  that  same  year,  he  despos- 
ed  with  the  greatest  moderation  the  Spani.sh  com-* 
mander;  tlie  same  who  at  ihe  entrance  (>f  Monte- 
verde,  in  Caracas,  had  been  commissioned  to  af- 
flict in  the  prisons  of  Puerto  Cabello,  among  other 
Americans,  the  natives  of  M*rgarita. 

Carthagena  supported  the  cause  of  Venezuela  in 
the  year  1813 — and  a leader  chosen  by  the  suffra- 
ges of  the  people,  marched  for  ward  to  break  asuir- 
der  the  chains  of  his  oppressed  brethren. 

They  all  blessed  the  work  of  their  liberator,  but 
in  opening  a new  campaign,  this  same  people  was 
doomed  again  to  suffer  mournful  vicxssitudes;— 
their  unfortunate  emigration,  witnessed  by  the 
windward  islands,  presents  one  of  the  most  melan- 
choly pictures  of  honest  families  breathing  by  the 
mercy  of  foreign  nations,  whose  generosity  is  stamp- 
ed in  the  heart  of  every  good  American. 

If  Providence,  casting  an  eye  of  compassion  onf 
their  sufferings,  should  one  day  grant  them  the 
well-deserved  chart  of  their  liberty,  that  they  may 
have  a government  of  their  own  to  secure  and  pro- 
tect the  sacred  rights  of  man,  they  shall  by  distin- 
guished benefits  requite  the  religious  hospi'v  lity, 
which  has  been  afforded  to  them  by  these  friendly 
colonies.  • 

The  cii’cle  of  their  revolution  is  not  yet  closed.. 
This  furious  volcano  is  still  emitting  dreadful  flames 
— The  Independents  are  ambitious  of  their  liberty 
— they  demand  to  hold  a seat  among  nations; — 
death  cannot  discourage  tliem — they  look  upon  him 
as  a relief  from  ignominy. 

Notwithstanding  these  liberal  ideas,  there  are 
degciie.  ated  Americans,  w'ho  stooping  seiwilely  be- 
fore the  false  idols  of  Iberia,  have  caused  innume- 
rable evils  to  the  soil  which  gave  them  birth. 

Against  these  only  are  directed  the  pointed  steel 
af  tlie  freemen — their  iiAmes  are,  by  an  unanimous 
voice,  erased  from  the  number  of  beings  who  beau- 
tify naiuye. 
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To  conquer  or  die  is  the  alternative  of  the  cnil- 
dren  of  tlie  Great  Columbia;  although  stniclc  by  a 
panic,  some  of  the  eastern  people,  have  lately  sepa- 
rated from  tlie  coalition,  w’hile  Margarita,  amid  ihe 
hazards  of  w-r, looked  up  to  them  for  a brave  de- 
fence of  their  country. 


BESCLT  OFTHK  LATE  ELLCTJOX  IX  XV.W  JEIISKT. 


Jit‘public!in. 
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The  city  of  Cariuco  fell,  in  a manner  not  to  be  Sussex, 
mceived,  and  her  disorders  nviy  infect  the  adja  Sonier.;ct, 
jntcounlrie.s.  To  preserve  that  union,  exit  which  Hunterdon, 


conceiv 

cent  counlrie.s.  Top 

so  higitly  depends  the  Sctiely  of  the  states,  Marga- 
rita received  in  her  bosom  the  supreme  government 
of  Venezuela,  convoked  by  Gen.  Marino— but  on 
the  olst  ofAIay  last,  twelve  days  af-er  its  establish- 
ment, it  withdrew  from  Margarita,  and  in  our  squad- 
ron proceded  towards  Maunin;  and  the  island 
fluctuating  alone,  in  the  middle  of  dangers,  block- 
aded at  that  time  by  two  corvettes  and  five  brigs, 
and  threatened  by  a fresh  naval  force,  far  from  de- 
sponding, coiifirmed  the  oath  of  tiie  ITvh  Nov. 
when  witli  only  fourteen  unishetSy  she  defeated  in  10 
pitched  battles,  the  formidable  hosts  of  Gen.  Mo- 
rillo.  Three  thousand  Republicans,  whom  the 
world  has  admired  for  their  bravery,  are  this  day 
with  arms  in  their  Iiands,  determined  to  repel  with 
undaunted  vigor  the  attacks  of  tyranny. 

Ttlargarita  will  be  reduced  to  ashes,  but  she  shall 
not  he  enslaved.— V'he:  enemy  have  sworn  her  de- 
struction, and  it  appears  that  she  will  soon  have  to 
walk  through  the  glorious  field  of  Mars.  She  calls 
to  tlie  unprejudiced  nations,  once  more  to  fix  their 
eyes  upon  her,  and  to  be  the  spectators  of  this  nev/ 
and  interesting  scene,  w'hich  shall  not  less  excite 
their  admiration,  than  that  which  had  diffused  fear, 
terror,  and  confusion  among  those  who  swore  to  en 
thrall  her. 

Great  and  Generous  Nations!  Suffer  not  the  pha- 
lanxes of  our  invaders  to  complete  their  baneful 
purposes — to  destroy  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of 

Margarita.  Have  compassion,  ye  men  of  the  pre- 
sent age,  on  a small  city  which  has  given  to  the 
world  sublime  lessons  of  civic  virtues,  and  if  by 
your  generosity,  she  should  be  enabled  to  stand 
this  glorious  trial,  she  swears  before  heaven  and 
earth,  that  the  wise  and  valorous  Greece,  were  it 
now  to  exist  in  the  meridian  of  its  former  glory, 
which  had  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
it  should  doubtless  envy  the  great  sacrifices  wl.ich 
the  illustrious  defenders  of  Margarita  have  been 
known  to  offer  at  tlie  hallowed  shrine  of  liberty, 
erected  by  the  new  'World  in  the  nineteentli  Cen- 
tury. »MarpaHla,  VJth  June,  1617. 

CHRONICLE. 

The  laying  of  tlie  keel  of  a 74  gun  ship  has  beer, 
commenced  at  Norfolk. 

Cant.  Morris,  being  u ansferred  from  the  Congres;; 
to  the  .lava  frigate,  is  succeeded  in  the  conirriand 
of  the  f Tuier  by  capt.  Downes,  of  the  sloop  Ontario 

Dr.  Thomas  Coofeii  has  been  unanimously  elect- 
ed professor  of  Chemistry  and  natural  philosophy, 
in  William  and  Mary  college,  Yirgmia,  vice  Dr. 
Jones,  resigned. 

A petition  is  to  be  presented  to  the  next  legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  praying-  for  a iaw  to  incorporate  a 
trading  company  under  the  title  of ‘-77je  Richmond 
RaH  India  Company.'* 

Vermojit. — Gov.  Galnsha  is  re-elected  governor  of 
this  state  by  a majority  cf  6,32*3  votes. 

His  address  in  our  next. 

Pennsylvania  election  — We  have  not  yet  received 
the  official  account  of  the  late  election  for  govern 
or  in  Pennsylvania.'  The  majority  for  Mr.  Findlay 
ivi.U  be  Uiftawe 
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Making  a republican  majority  of  thirteen  in  joint- 
.meeting. 

A court  martial,  consisting  of  the  following  offi- 
cers is  assembled  at  West  Point  to  investigate  the 
late  disturbance  at  that  post  and  for  the  trial  ot" 
capt.  Partridge — 

Major  general  Scott,  president. 

Jdembers. — Col,  J.  R.  Fenwick,  col.  G.  Fi.  Mitch- 
ell, col.  H.  Leavenworth,  col.  H.  Atkinson,  col- 
T.  S.  Jessup,  It.  col.  J.  G.  Totten,  major  H.  Birds- 
ai!,  major  A.  S.  Brooks. 

li.  II.  Winder,  judge  advocate. 

Another  gene! — Died  on  Friday  morning,  the  24tli 
Got.  at  2 o’clock,  col.  JVathaniel  Ramsay,  of  Balti- 
more, who  hi  the  revolutionary  war  disling'uished 
himself,  as  a br^ve,  meritorious  and  humane  officer. 
He  was  loved  and  esteemed  by  all  the  army,  parti- 
cularly by  that  great,  good  and  discerning  mati,  ge- 
neral Washington. 

At  the  b.attle  of  Monmouth,  when  our  army  was 
pressed,  by  the  enemy  advancing  rapidly,  general 
'Washington  asked  for  an  officer;  col.  Ramsey  pre- 
sented himself— the  general  took  him  by  tlie  h.and 
and  said  if  you  can  stop  tlie  British  ten  minutes, 
(till  I form)  3 0U  will  save  my  uru.y.  Col.  Ramsay 
answered,  1 will  stop  them  or  full.  He  advanced 
with  his  party,  eng;>ged  and  kept  them  in  check  for 
half  an  hour,  nor  did  lie  retreat  until  the  enemy  and 
his  troops  were  mingled,  and  at  last  in  the  rear  of 
his  troops,  fighting  his  way,  sivord  in  hand,  fell 
pierced  with  many  wounds,  in  sight  of  both  armies 
— add  to  lliis  he  was  one  of  the  best  iuisband.s,  fa- 
tliers  and  friends  in  the  world;  and  will  long  be  la- 
mented by  his  neighbors,  and  all  who  knew  htm. 

Also  iHed,  at  t’ne  War.-n  Springs  of  Virginia,*  Col. 
Jolm  Mereer,  of  Fredericksburg,  son  of  the  gallant 
General  Mercer  wlmfell  at  Princeton,  in  the  revo- 
lu  ionary  contest.  Col.  M.  was  educated  at  the 
public-  expense,  by  the  state  of  Virginia,  at  Prince- 
ton, near  the  spot  where  his  father  fell,  in  testimo- 
ny of  iis  respect  for  his  memory.  Of  the  deceased 
it  is  said  “Virginia  would  not  boast  of  a better  man, 
or  H patriot  more  firm  and  unchangeable.  His 
head  was  filled  with  every  science;  his  heart  re- 
plete with  every  virtue.” 

Sickness.  The  number  of  dea'hs  in  Charleston, 
(S.  C.)  from  the  first  of  October,  1316,  to  the  1st  of 
Octooer,  1817,  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the  city 
inspector,  was  1249;  of  which  623  were  during  the 
months  of  July,  August  and  September — 232  being 
of  tne  yellow  fever. 

The  deaths  at  Ne-A'-Orleans  from  the  25di  of 
August  to  the  3d  of  September,  inclusive,  amount- 
ed to  100— being  an  a . erage  for  that  period  of  10  a 
day. 

Uoard  of  heJiUU  at  N’ew-Orlcahs,  report  80 
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deatlip  in  ihat  city  and  suburbs  for  one  week,  viz: 
froai  the  18th  to  the  25th  Sept,  inclusive.  Of  these 
48  were  men,  8 women,  4 children  and  17  colored 
people. 

General  recafutulation  of  the  interments  tohich  have 
taken  place  during  the  year  1817  in  the  burying 
grounds  of  A'c'io-  Orleans. 
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Those  who  have  died  at  the  Charity  hospital  are 
not  counted:  but  it  is  known  that  during'  the  month 
of  August  the  number  amounted  to  73. 

A letter  from  JVe-.v- Orleans  of  the  28th  Ult.  re- 
ceived in  Nevv-York,  states,  that  the  fever  in  tliat 
city  was  abating  among  the  Americans,  but  th.at 
the  creoles  still  sufiered  by  its  ravages.  The  most 
exborbitant  charges  Ivive  been  exacted  for  services 
rendered  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  fatal  malady. 
Attendance  was  charged  at  the  extravagant  rate  of 
a day — ^25  for  a rough  unplained  coflin — and 
^8  for  the  use  of  the  hearse.  These  excessive  ex- 
tortions are  a disgrace  to  humaniiy. 

A dangerous  malady  prevailed  at  IPtatchez  about 
the  end  of  last  month.  In  an  official  notice  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town,  we  find  it  statedj  that  it  is 
not  believed  that  people  can  safely  inhabit  or  fre- 
quent the  city  before  frost;  and  those  whose  avoca- 
cations  will  admit  of  it,  are  advised  to  remove  and 
keep  out  of  town,  until  Providence  shall  please  to 
bestow  tiiat  desirable  change  of  weather.  'J'he 
meeting  of  the  new  legislature  is,  in  consequence, 
by  a proclamation  of  the  governor,  changed  from 
Natchez  to  Washington;  at  which  place  the  legis- 
lature met  on  Monday  the  6tli  Oct.  JVat.  Ini. 

Judicious  appointment. — We  observe,  with  plea- 
sure, that  major  Jonathan  Kealsley,  who  lost  a leg 
in  tlie  late  war,  gallantly  fighting  in  defence  of  his 
country,  has  been  appointed  collector  of  the  reve- 
nue of  the  United  Stales,  for  the  Harrisburg  dis- 
trict. Lane.  Intell. 

Our  squadron  in  the  JMediterranean.  “The  Ameri- 
can.s  have  a fleet  in  tlie  Mediterranean.  It  was,  when 
the  last  accounts  came  away,  cruizing  off  Leghorn. 
Tlie  commander  was  on  board  the  Washington,  an 
86  gun  .sliip,  with  a crew  of  780  men.  We  believe, 
says  the  Catholic  official  paper,  it  would  be  difficult 
for  any  one  vessel  in  the  world  to  take  her.  This 
is  the  first  vessel  of  her  class  the  Americans  have. 
[7Vie  Independence  and  Franklin  are  of  the  same, 
size,  &c  ] She  bears  the  name  of  one  of  the  great- 
est men  that  the  sun  ever  shone  upon.  He  found 
his  country  a pitiful  province  of  Uritain,  and  left 
her — Oh,  glorious  destiny! — an  independent  nation! 

Dublin  Chronicle. 

The  Diario  di  Roma,  of  August,  last  says — “For 
the  first  time  has  appeared  in  these  seas,  passing 
^Tom  Legijorn,  an  American  squadron,  whicli  has 
been  off  our  port  for  several  days,  but  has  since 
sailed  for  Naples.  AVe  rem.u-ked  the  uncommon 
good  appearance  of  these  ships.  A very  exact  mi- 
litary discipline,  a perfect  knowledge  of  naval  af- 
fairs, and  of  navigation,  appeared  in  every  thing. 
Their  spring-locks  combined  ease,  simplicity,  and 
■instant  effeci,  and  were  equally  admirable  in  their 
firearms  and  in  pistols,  and  rnulup  lied  their  dis- 
charges at  pleasure.  Tiie  exercise,  activity  and 
readiness  -of  their  mariners,  and  their  perfect  ac- 


quaint auce  witli  every  thing,  were  observed  imt 
without  suj prise  and  wonder,  and  do  honor  to  the 
nation  to  whicli  lliey  belong.  'I'heir  vessels  were 
well  found,  fast  sailor.s,  and  as  neat  as  tliey  were 
well  built.” 

TIlc  sea  Serpent  that  lately  visited  Gloucester, 
Sic.  about  which  somucii  has  been  said  In  the  nev.-s 
papers,  is  supposed  to  have  been  in  Long  Island 
sound,  on  the  5th  ult — moving  r.apidly,  at  the  rale 
ofamileina  minute,  and  sliewing  wliat  was  thought 
to  be  from  40  to  50  feet  of  bis  back  above  w':»ter. 

V/ehave  seen  a colored  priitt  wLich  is  said  to  he 
a correct  representation  of  this  animal;  it  is  truly 
terrific. 

Incledan,  for  manyyear.s  the  pride  of  the  Rriti.s;i. 
stage  as  its  first  singer,  is  performing  at  New  York, 
with  the  unbounded  applause  whicli  his  great  taler- ts 
in  his  line  seem  justly  to  merit.  The  effect  of  tlie 
ballad  Black  eye*  d Susan,*  as  sung  by  liim,  is  spok* 
en  of  as  astonisiiing.  Among  other  of  his  songs  is 
the  following,  composed  expressly  for  him  before 
he  left  England,  by  Mr.  Cory,  and  set  to  music  by 
Bishop — it  was  received  wiih  thundeHng  approba- 
tion, and  tUmultuou.cly  encored. 

KKCITATIVK. 

Hail  Columbia!  patriot  nation. 

Star  of  hope,  to  tli’  oppre.s.s’d 
In  battle  darting'  desolation. 

But  in  peace  sole  ark  of  rest. 

SOXG. 

When  first  infant  liberty  dropp’d  upon  earth, 

'The  mountains  and  forests  then  cradled  her  blrth^ 
Deck’d  by  nature  she  dwelt  among  savages  wild, 
Whil.st  numerous  nations  adopted  the  child; 

Her  mind  was  for  ages  as  dark  as  the  night, 

I Her  form  unadorn’d,  wander’d  naked  to  sight', 

She  in  huts  and  in  colleges  only  was  found. 
Reposing  at  eve,  on  her  grass  clothed  ground. 

But  banish’d  and  spurn’d  by  a profligate  race. 
Long  time  she  conceal’d  both  her  grief  and  disr»_ 
grace. 

Till  beaming  forth  glory,  great  Washington’s  star. 
Recall’d  the  bright  goddess  from  regions  afar, 
Columbia  liail’d  her,  delighted  to  see. 

Men  firm  to  their  land,  and  resolv’d  to  be  free: 
Then  in  Columbia  forever  may  liberty  reign, 

United,  the  states,  and  the  pride  of  the  main. 

The  Sinking  Fwid. — The  secretary  of  the  United 
States  treasury,  has  given  official  notice,  that  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  have  determined 
“that  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitiled  *an  act 
to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  the  poblic  debt,* 
should  be  carried  into  effect  as  far  as  the  same 
might  be  practicable;  and  that,  in  pursuance  of  the 
.said  resolution,  Richard  Smith,  cashier  of  the  office 
of  discount  and  deposit  at  Washington,  has  been 
appointed  agent,  under  tlie  superintendance  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  make  purchases  of 
stock  of  the  United  Slates,  within  the  limits  pre- 
scribed by  law;  and  to  wliom  all  persons  desirou.s 
of  disposing  of  their  slock,  will  make  application.” 

[Com.  Adv. 

There  was  a report  in  circulation  at  Nevv-Orleansj 
of  Lord  Cochran’s  arrival  off  Applachicola,  with  a 
frigate  and  other  armed  vessels;  and  it  was  said 
that  his  lordship  meditated  an  attack  on  Pensa- 
cola. 

A vessel  supposed  to  be  bound  for  the  Oronoke,^ 
with  several  pa''seugers  (British  oificers)  on  board, 
and  laden  with  supplies,  has  been  detained  at  Phila- 
delphia:— the  passengers  have  been  coramiUed  tvr 
prison! 
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Hydraulic  Machines. 

The  genius  of  our  countrymen  every  day 
fui-nishes  something  to  subserve  the  public  con- 
venience and  advance  the  public  prosperity.* 
All  that  the  plodding  German  can  contrive — 
the  quick-sighted  Frenchman  jump  upon,  or 
the  persevering  Englishman  perfect,  seems  to 
be  found  in  the  American  charactei’.  Genius 
has  its  full  play,  and  enterprise  and  industry 
their  natural  inducements  in  the  United  States, 
in  the  general  hope  of  the  people  to  arrive  at 
independence-,  and  every  man  lollovvs  the  p'  o- 
fession  that  pleases  him  best.  The  free  Ame- 
rican “takes  a trip  to  the  South -Seas,’  or  estab- 
lishes a manufactory  of  “Boston-China, ”f  at 
will,  and  locates  himself  where  he  likes,  not 
being  driven,  like  a blind-horse  in  a mill,  as  is 
the  case  of  artists  and  workmen  in  the  old 
world.  He  always  looks  to  an  improvement  of 
his  condition,  and on  future  wealth — 
because  the  avenues  to  it  are  opened  by  tem- 
perance, frugality  and  application.  Unlike  the 
European  laborer^  he  never  brings  his  mind  to 
settle  in  the  opinion  that  while  he  is  able  to 
work  he  shall  live  just  as  he  does,  and  at  last 
find  a refuge  in  the  poor-house.  It  is  in  these 
simple,  but  exceedingly  important  facts,  that 
we  find  persons  amongst  us  capable  of  attempt- 


*A  few  weeks  since  we  had  a pompous  account 
in  tlie  English  papers,  which,  of  course,  was  copied 
into  many  in  tiie  United  States,  stating  that  for  a 
large  wager,  of  oOO  or  1000  guineas^  i believe,  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  wool  had  been  taken  from  the 
sheeps  back,  and  completely  manufactured  into  a 
coat,  in  the  space  of  hours  and  twenty  minutes 

— and  sir  John  Somebody  had  put  it  on  and  marched 
about  among  the  wondering  mtiltitude  to  shew  it. 
Well — Messrs.  Buck,  Brewster  8c  Co.  managers  of 
the  Ontario  manufactory,  at  Manchester,  hearingof 
this,  and  considering  the  perfection  of  their  own 
machinery  and  the  skill  of  their  workmen,  engaged 
to  do  all  that  had  been  done  as  above,  except  the 
shearing  of  the  fleece  {only  ten  minutes'  work)  in 
less  time — and  they  did  do  it.  The  wool  passed 
through  all  its  usual  operations  until  it  became  a 
Jinished  cloth,  which  was  then  cut  out  and  made 
into  a coat,  that  well-fitted  the  person  for  whom 
it  was  designed,  in  the  space  of  nine  hours  and  fif 
teen  minutes,  exactly.  The  proprietors  of  this  fa  > 
tory  will  engage  to  make  a coat  of  elegant  snperfne 
broad  cloth,  in  tioelre  hours. 

Now,  where  is  this  “Manchester:”’ — In  Ontario 
county,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  But  Mr.  Spuf 
ford’s  very  minute  and  very  valuable  Gazetteer  of 
that  state,  published  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
>613,  does  not  mention  such  a place.  The  village 
is,  perhaps,  about  three  years  oW— And  as  to  tiie 
great  and  populous  county  of  Ontario— it  was  a wil- 
derness, the  habitation  of  the  Indian,  in  1791. 

fAVooden  ware— “tubs  and  piggins.” 
voi.  XIII. — ii. 


ing  any  thing  that  may  promote  their  fortunes 
and  raise  them  in  the  estimation  of  their  coun- 
trymen—and,  happily,  they  are  not  so  closely 
pressed  by  bodily  labor, for  [iresent  necessities^ 
as  to  prevent  exertions  for  future  profit. 

The  “National  Messenger,”  published  at 
Georgetown,  Col.  notices  a machine  used  there 
by  which  the  channel  of  the  river  has  been 
deepened  from  7 to  14  feet,  at  a very  small 
comparative  expense;  and  the  mayor,  John 
Peter,  esq.  has  certified  his  approbation  of  it. 

It  is  known,  perhaps,  to  but  few  persons  in 
Baltimore  that  a machine,  lately  invented  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  in  which  also‘Mr.  Christian 
Slemmer  is  a joint  proprietor,  has  been  (Uic- 
rating  for  some  time,  in  M*Clure’s  dock,*  in 
this  city.  The  bottom  of  this  dock  is  composed 
of  gravel  and  rock,  or  stones,  from  fue  smallest 
size  to  4 or  dOOlbs.  weight,  knit  together  and 
cemented  in  many  places  as  though  it  were 
paved— it  was  a part  of  what  had  been  calletl 
“gravelly  bar;”  and  the  machines,  heretofore 
successfully  use<I  to  deepen  our  basin,  could 
make  no  impression  upon  it.  The  impoi  tance 
of  giving  it  a depth  of  eight  feet,  for  the  admis- 
sion ot  craft,  had  suggested  to  the  holders  of 
property  upon  it  the  very  expensive,  if  prac- 
ticable, plan  of  damming  out  the  water  and 
laying  the  bottom  bare.  I5ut  the  machine  just 
mentioned  is  very  rapidly  ejecting  it,  and  on 
moderate  terms.  It  consists  of  a wheel,  )4 
feet  in  diameter,  furnished  with  iron  scoops, 
well  shod  with  iron,  which  break  throindi  the 
surfiice  of  the  ground  and  cast  tlfe  mud,  stones, 
&-C.  into  as  many  apartments  oi-  depositories  in 
the  wheel,  which  at  e opened  and  closed  bv  a 
small  boy  as  the  wheel  passes  round,  and  tlmir 
contents  discharged,  by  an  inclined  plain,  into 
a scow  lying  alongside'^of  it.  l=eirig  raised  and 
lowered  at  pleasure,  this  wheel  of  14  feet  dia- 
meter, has  made  the  dock  eight  feet  deep,  so  far 
as  the  work  is  considered’ completed.  It  is 
put  in  motion  by  the  labor  of  three  men,  ami 
has  scooped  up  and  raised  stones  supposed  to 
weigh  500//;s.  There  appears  no  difliculty  in 
believing  that  a wheel  of  100  feet  in  diameter 
might  be  made,  if  required,  and  furnished  with 
scoops  that  would  raise  veri/  large  rocks,  if  ne- 
cessary—but  a wheel  of  70  feet  would  aive  a 
depth  of  forty,  which  is  more  tlian  is  wanted 
any  where  in  our  harbors,  or  at  their  entrances. 
With  one  of  these  wheels,  and  tlieir  cost  is 
not  great,  the  bars  and  shoals  at  the  mouths 
and  in  many  of  our  rivers,  might  be  easily  re- 
moved, and  the  objections  tliat  exist  to  some 
of  them,  as  places  for  naval  depots,  be  obviated, 
for  a trilling  expense. 
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and  CoWiett.” 

[The  subsequent  article  was  written  and  intended 
for  my  last  paper.  But,  exceedingly  reluctant  to 
publish  it  al  all,  I retained  it  to  .seeif  tlie  article 
from  the  Delaware  VTatcfiman’  slmuld  be  copied 
into  other  paper?,  ss  '^requesteiV^  It  has  been 
copied  hito  several,  and  the  disagreeable  neces- 
fcitv  siems  to  be  imposed  upon  me  that  I should 
shy  s;nnelhing  abcA.it  it.] 

'The  following  paragraphs  from  ihe  ‘‘Dela- 
ware Watcbmaiij”  edited  bv  Mr.  SeUick  Os- 
bur  tit , from  the  j’equest&t  the  conclusion,  “that 
oilier  editors  would  give  currency  to  them,” 
compels  me  to  revert  to  a subject  that  1 had 
alreufjv  ctis,tbehind  me, and  consigned  to  sense- 
less oblivion. 

Wfiilst  I am  blest  with  one  ray  of  reason, 
and  a solitary  moment  of  soberness  is  left  to 
me,  i shall  applaud  and  feel  grateful  for  the 
kind  motives  tliat  irifiuencetT  my  friends  to 
cause  their  publication — bu,t  I regret  tVat  the 
T[Aiblication  was  made;  I sincerely  regret  that 
any  of  ray  numerous  and  inestimable  friends 
in  Delaware  should  have  thought  it  needful  to 
interpose  themselves  as  a shield  to  defend  me 
against  the  “rank-and-ftte  witticism,”  as  Mr. 
pointedly  calls  it,  of  Wm.  Cobhett. 

EIIOM  THE  DEIAWAKK  WATC  HWANT. 

JViies  and  CuhheH. — We  lately  published  tlie  let-! 
ters  of  Mr.  Niles  and  William  Cobbelt — in  which 
the  former  manifested  his  usual  correctness  of 
thought,  and  that  manly,  frank,  and  t^nily  Ameri- 
cai^spirit,  for  which  he  has  long  been  distinguished 

N’Vhlle  the  latter,  equally  consistent,  but  less  re- 

specWible,  in  this  instance,  showed  liimself  to  be 
still  unreclaimed  “porcupine” — the  incorrigible 
hedgehog. 

Those  who  do  not  personally  know  Mr.  Niles,  or 
who  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  his  private  cha- 
racter, may  possibly  draw  the  inference  from  Cob- 
belt’s  rank-and-fde  witticism,  that  he  is  addicted  to 
irregular  habits.  In  this  case  they  would  do  him 
great  Injustice.  Mr.  Niles  was  born  and  bred  in 
this  borough,  and  left  it  with  tlie  esteem  and  re- 
gard of  its  best  inhabitants;  which,  to  their  know- 
ledge, he  has  continued  to  deserve.  Mr.  Niles  will 
not  view  this  article  in  the  light  of  an  officious  and 
J npertinent  interference  of  an  mdlvidual  in  liis  con- 
curs, when  he  is  informed  that  it  is  written  at  the 
ivjquest  of  several  worthy  men,  who  remember  him 
witl'i  iiindnessand  respect;  and  wiio  would  be  gra- 
tiHed  ]f  other  editors  would  give  currency  to  this 
tribute  of  esteem. 

T'o  explain  this,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that 
Mr.  Osborne,  in  his  paper  of  the  preceding 
Saturday,  had  published  the  letter  that  I ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Cobbett  on  the  IStli  of  Sept, 
livst — -see  page  S3,  of  the  present  volume— -to- 
‘^ther  with  ^‘‘CabbeiVs  reply”  thereto,  find  my 
‘wplicatiqn”: — 

Coanr.TT’s  KrtET.— In  the  following  retort,  from 
(7o1',’bi>u’s  Register  of  October  2,  we  recognize  the 
old  P neapipe  of  179S:— 

“Mr.XiLES,  in  his  paper  of  the  13  th  of  this  mordh, 
has  addressed  a letteir  to  me,  to  write  which  was, 
he  sayii,  determined  on  wiiiie  he  was  *dlnnking  his 
enffee  that  very  evening.”  For  co^ee  read  grog^  and 
Mr.  Niles’  letter  stands  in  no  need  of  apology  from 
or  of  answer  from  me.  But  if,  unfortunately, 
writes  should  that  coffSe  really  was  iiisi 


,ohly  beverage  on  that  evening,  how  ashamed  will 
he  be  of  his  coiuduct  before  this  day  six  mt)nths;  or 
how  destitute  will  he  prove  himself  to  be  of  all  feel- 
ings of  shame!” 

Kepmcatiox. — From  Niles’  Register,  Oct.  11. 

“Oij''dtist  as  the  last  page  of  this  paper  was  clos- 
ing for  tliepres.s,  I happened  to  recollect  that  Wm. 
Cobbett  has  mentioned  my  leUer  to  him,  with  so 
little  regard  to  wliat  belongs  to  his  own  character 
as  a gentiernan,  as  to  have  excited  ito  other  feeling 
than  that  of  contemptnons  pity,-  though  it  forbids  all 
further  notice  ofh.imin  the  Vi^eekly  Reuistek.” 

Mr.  Osborne  acted  correctly.  Re  gave  his 
readers  “a  vietv  of  the  whole  ground,”  and  left 
them  to  judge  for  themselves.  The  words  of 
what  he  calls  my  “replication”  are  st'  ictly  the 
truth.  If  I had  not  nearly  forgotten  wl-at  the 
veteran  of  the  quill  had  said  of  me,  I liad,  at 
least,  cried  “pshaw!”  to  it,  and  “given  it  the 
go-by,”  until  the  last  page  of  the  mmiber  was 
just  about  to  close — and  in  it  I would  also  have 
inserted  CobbeWs  ‘reply,”  'without  further 
comment,  if  I could  have  believed  that  it  was  fit 
matter  to  lay  before  my  readers,  circumstanced 
as  I was.  Personal  controversies  have  ahvays 
been  avoided — they  do  not  come  within  the 
line  of  conduct  that  I had  laid  down  fonnyself, 
and  are  not  only  unpleasant  but,  generall}', 
very  unprofitabie,  too.  There  is  no  genmud 
rule,  however,  so  absolute  as  not  to  have  its 
exception;  and,  for  the  special  reasons  given  in 
the  letter  itself,  1 thought  thati  was  bound  to 
reprove  Mr.  Cobbett — and  1 endeavored  to  do 
it  in  a way  tliat  he  under  stand  \i. 

As  tq  that  letter — it  has  been  republished  in 
at  least  fifty  “repulilican”  newspapers  in  the 
United  States,  already — with  the  decided  ap- 
probation of  their  editors;  and  tliere  cannot  be 
any  doubt  but  that  every  one  of  them  was  as 
much  affected  by  “grog,’’  when  tiiey  gave  out 
the  copy,  as  I was  when  I wrote  it.  Tiie  letter, 
in  itself,  methinks,  however  destitute  of  talents 
it  is,  or  common  place  as  it  may  be,  has  an 
evidence  of  reflection  and  remembrance  not 
commonly  possessed  by  a person  in  tlie  state  so 
charitabhj  insinuated:  and,  further,  doubtful  of 
the  propriety  of  diver^ng  from  a course  I had 
so  cautiously  followed,  1 did  tvitii  this  letter 
what  I never  had  done  with  any  thing  T had 
written  before — I.  read  it,  separately,  to  three 
gentlemen,  ifitelligent  and  respectable  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore,  and  “republicans  of  the 
school  of  ’98,”  for  their  friendly  and  confiden- 
tial opinion  whether  I could  consistently  pub- 
litoli  it.  They  not  only  expressed  themselves 
satisfied  on  that  score,  but  also  applauded  the 
matter  and  manner  of  it,  except  that  two  of 
them  thought  it  was  not  sufficiently  severe;  and 
I really  believe  that!  have  received  an  hundred 
private  letters  in  which  the  subject  is  alluded 
to,  in  terms  too  flattering  for  me  to  mention* 
I have  never  heard  that  any  Jlmerican  was  dis- 
pleased with  it.  Thus  supported,  Cobbett  can- 
not affect  me  except  by-disproving  what  I have 
said,  and  let  him  do  this  if  he  can.  I defy  him, 
with  all  his  ingenuity  of  mind  and  freedom  of 
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the  pen,  to  do  it.  a ut  if  lie  does  do  it,  I will 
ackno\vled(^e  iny  errors,  and  thank  him,  even 
as  he  is,  for  correcting  me.  He  has  lately  prais- 
ed me  and  my  “Register”  to  the  skies — I never 
returned  his  compliment.  1 have  admired  some 
of  his  essays  and  have  ci  culated  them,  because 
1 thought  they  might  do  good,  or,  at  least, 
amuse  my  readers, — but  i never  had  the  sha- 
dow of  a confidence  in  his  political  inte'trity. 
I knew  the  man — and  if  he  comes  out  with  that 
which  he  so  loudly  threatens,  1 pledge  myself 
to  make  him  knowuto  thousands  of  my  younger 
b ethren  to  wliom  he  is  pretty  much  of  a stran- 
ger, through  ej'tyacfs  from  it  is  own  works.  He 
shall  feel  the  force  of  the  saying  of  Job,  “O 
that  mine  adversary  had  written  a bookP’  but 
there  cannot  be  any  intercourse  between  him 
and  me,tlirough  this  paper — the  line  of  demar- 
cation is  drawn,  by  his  vulga;ity.  Not  tliat  I 
would  fear  to  meet  him,  perfectly  skilled  as  he 
is,  in  a contest  of  hard  wordsj  but 


Political  Dcsig;natioii 

Of  the  I4th  and  15/A  Con^res<tes  f the  U ited  States. 

The  f'^llowiMg  comp;;rative  view  is  from  Ihe  N{<-- 
folk  Herald.  It  shews  a great  decline  of  the  power 
or  .spirit  of  party. 


It  is  now  only  on  account  of  the 
article  first  quoted  that  his  name  is  nventioned 
— that  has  already  passed  into  the  h; 
many  who  never  have  seen  and  never 
otherwise  have  heard  of  the  porcupiniadagkinst 
me;  for  the  ci 
very  limited- 
through  the  ] 
any  mere  are  otherwise  transmitted  to  this  city 
— nor  has  any  other  paper,  that  I have  seen, 
inseitedhis  reply,  but  the  TVatclinian.* 

To  revert  to  the  origin  of  tins  notice.  Thes  e 
are  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  many  men  that 
I never  think  of  without  a pulse  quickened  by 
the  sweetest  recollections,  though  long  sepa- 
rated in  person  from  many  of  tliem.  There 
are  men  there  whose  friendship  I so  much 
esteem  and  wh.ose  virtue  1 so  much  venerate, 
that  if  they  were  to  say  to  me,  reprovingly— 
'"•what  are  thou  doing.^”  or  “what  are  you 


STATES. 

14th  tONOTtKS'- 

15th  cnxGUES.s 

DE.MO 

KEU 

It:-;  MO. 

FED. 

Vermont  , 

6 

6 

New-Hampshire  . 

6 

6 

iMussaciuisetls* 

3 

17 

7 

11 

IliiOde  Lsland  , 

2 

2 

C**n-ecticut 

7 

7 

i New-York  . 

21 

6 

22 

5 

New- Jersey 

6 

6 

Pennsylvania 

19 

4 

19 

’4 

Dt-Iaware  . 

2 

1 

1 

Maryland 

4 

5 

5 

4 

Virg-lnia  . 

17 

6 

20 

3 

Nortii-Gwrollna 

10 

3 

U 

2 

Soiuh-Caroiina  . 

8 

1 

9 

Georgia 

6 

6 

Olio. 

6 

5 

1 

Kentucky 

8 

t2 

lo 

: 

) Tennessee 

6 

6 

; 

j Ir.iliana 

1 

1 

: 

j Loui.siana  ^ 

1 

1 

1 JMlssi.s.sippi  . 

j 

1 

: 

! Total 

116 

67 

142 

49  1 

l>em  cr.iiic  majority  !?\  the  14ili  con^rress  49. 

Do.  do.  15th  do.  102. 

Giving-  tlie  (Rmocrutic  repuhllcan  sijje  of 
house  the  enormous  gain  of  53. 


aboiit.^”  would  shake  my  nerves  more  than  all 
the  writings  of  all  the  Cobbdis  from  the  crea- 
tion to  the  end  of  time  could  do,  if  congregated 
and  thrown  at  me  at  once.  It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  that  I can  be  offended  with  their  act; 
— yet  it  grieves  me.  There  might  be  an  occa- 
sion when  I would  hug  such  a testimony  to  my 
heart  as  a glorious  reward  for  my  endeavors  to 
sustain  the  charactc  of  an  honest  man —but  my 
friends  will  excuse  me  for  f*  ankly  expressing 
the  opinion, that  they  have  given  an  impo’  tance 
to  the  scurrility  of  Cobbeti  that  it  did  not.de- 1 ; 
serve.  They  ought  to  have  known  him  better, 
for  he  lived  some  time  among  them  about  20 
years  ago; — and,  though  he  has  apparently 
shifted  his  ground  in  politics,  they  had  no  l ea- 
son  to  suppose  that  his  manners  as  a genice- 
man  were  changed. 


era  of  good-feelings.’’ 

The  real  or  apjiarent  moderation  of  party 
spirit,  has  caused  the  present  to  be  called  “tlie 
era  of  good-feelings.”  The  following  toasts  af- 
ford us  a very  i-emarkable  evidence  that  it  is 
so— so  far  as  toasts  can  be  taken  in  evidence. 

^ii'izold  fVelles,  esq.  lately  resigned  the  com- 
mand of  the  3rd  brigade,  1st  division,  Massa- 
chusetts militia.  The  ofiicers  very  liandsoinely 
gave  him  a dinner  at  Bostoii— among  the  guests 
were  gov.  Brooks  and  lieiit.  gov.  Phillips.  /I'he 
following  were  among  the  regular  toasts  drank 
on  this  occasion,  after  the  cloth  was  lemovcd; 

Our  courrtry — Her  march  has  been  wilh  a quick 
step  toward  her  stailon  hi  the/r&a/  rarik  of  nations. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States — -Mu}'  pa**lv 
spirit  riever  make  it  a «k’ad  letter. 

Tiie  army,  navy  and  treasury — The  nation^s  best 
friends,  and  onl^j  natural 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  last  war — -iuhp, 
in  rai.siug  tiicir  (havacters,  exalted  that  of  ihetr 
country. 


*In  two  of  the  districts  of  Afassachusctls  there 
was  uo  clioice,  whicli  will  ar.ounl  for  the  <iefici- 
ency  of  that  state  in  the  present  congress. 

■[^Those  two  are  put  with  feder^lisis,  ttrnudi  tjiey 
were  more  properly  non  descripts  or  neither  sideam 
protection  under  the  Bri’ish  cannon,  and 
*Since  the  above  was  written,  the  reply,  copied  unfurl  the  r<‘pui)Hcan  banner  ai^ainsx  tJte  imperial 
from  the  Watchman,  has  reached  me  in  the  Charles-  istan  lard,”  ofiacd'!  advi.:ed  a !al-e  <ovri*nor  of 
Ion  “Times.”  Isachu.iCtt.s,  * ’ . ' 
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The  American  nav)' — In  tvhose  stripes  the  ivorUU 
beliolds  the  rccinboiv  of  its  freedom  from  another 
“domimon  of  the  s«a.” 

National  justice — Our  republic  we  trust  is  erect, 
1st  us  ivheel  neither  to  the  right  nor  left,  nor  halt  in 
our  integrity,  hwt  forward  march. 

Political  harmony — Soldiers  know  no  party  but 
their  country. 

The  patriots  of  South-America — May  success 
crown  the  exertion  of  all  who  aim  at  the  emancipa- 
tion of  mankind. 


Postage  mi  Newspapers. 

The  JVational  Intelligencer  says — “The  abolition  of 
the  tax  on  news  papers,  in  the  shape  of  postage,  is 
proposed  in  Niles’  Weekly  Register.  The  duties 
oftlie  post  office  department  would  he  greatly  sim- 
plified by  such  an  arrangement,  and  the  convenience 
of  the  people  consulted.  There  must,  however,  be 
a limit  ultimately  to  the  circulation  of  newspapers; 
for  already  their  transmission  is  freqiiently  delayed, 
because  the  mail  would  be,  with  them,  to  cumbrous 
for  transportation.  It  is  time  to  look  for  a remedy 
for  this  difficulty.” 

(Xj’The  delays  spoken  of  are  matters  of  notoriety. 
But  we  are  unfriendly  to  any  regulation  that  may 
“limit  the  circulation  of  newspapers.”  They  must 
be  left  to  regulate  themselves.  And  the  evils  com- 
plained of  will  be  lessened  as  the  country  is  improv- 
ed and  the  roads  made  better;  wliereby  the  mails 
may  be  more  generally  carried  in  stages  than  they 
are  at  present. 


Colonization  of  free  blacks. 

, FROM  THE  DEEAWARE  WATCHMAN. 

The  subject  of  the  following  communication  has 
lately  awakened  much  attention;  and  the  public 
opinion  is  divided  upon  it.  In  such  a case  it  is  pro- 
per that  both  sides  should  have  a fair  hearing 
through  the  medium  of  the  public  papers. 

TO  H.  NILES, 

Editor  o f the  “ Weekly  Register Baltimore. 

Sir — Although  we  are,  personally,  unacquainted 
with  each  other,  yet  your  “W  eekly  Register”  has 
long  since  introduced  you  to  me,  in  sucli  a way  as 
fo  leave  upon  my  mind  an  impression  of  the  highest 
i^espect  for  your  person,  and  your  character.  It  is 
no  more  than  simple  justice  to  its  editor  to  say,  that 
a more  ably  conducted  and  extensively  useful  peri- 
odical work  than  the  “Register”  it  has  not  been  myx 
fortune  to  see  published  in  the  United  States,  or 
elsewhere. 

1 have  agreed  with  you  most  cordially  in  senti- 
ment, upon  every  general  subject  whicli  you  have 
touched  with  your  pen,  since  I li^ve  been  a reader 

your  paper;  with  the  single  exception  of  a pub- 
1 ication  which  ajppeared  on  the  4th  Oct — and  I re- 
gret exceedingly  that  the  first  difference  should 
have  arisen  upon  a subject,  than  which  few  indeed, 
in  my  Immble  estimation,  are  more  important  to  the 
people  of  these  United  States.  I dlude  to  the 
black  population  of  our  country;  and  the  scheme 
now  in  agita.tion  for  coloruzing  them  upon  tiie  coast 
of  Africa. 

Perhaps  it  betrayed  great  simplicity  in  me,  to 
suppose  that  tlje  sentiments  of  all  men  could  be 
united  upon  any  subject,  however  happy  the 
thought,  or  perfect  the  scheme.  Yet  I was  induced 
to  think,  that  the  plan  for  colonizing  the  free 
blacks  would  hardly  meet  with  opposition  from  any 
candid,  humane  and  rational  man  in  this  country. 
1 find,  .^Tf'wp.ver.  tha’t  I was  mistaken^  for  I freely 


allow  you  all  these  ,and  many  more  good  proper- 
ties; and  yet  1 see  that  you  have  objections  to  this 
project.  To  advocate-  it,  therefore,  has  fairly  be- 
come the  duty  of  its  friends. 

Your  remarks,  which  are  at  present  the  subject 
of  examination,  seem  merely  prefatory  to  the  in- 
troduction of  certain  calculations,  copied  from  the 
United  States’  Gazette;  and  made,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear, to  sliew  tlie  enormous  expense  which  would 
necessarily  attend  a completion  of  the  colonization 
scheme.  You  will  allow  me,  sir,  to  say,  that  if 
iliese  remarks  and  calculations  had  appeared  no 
where  e.xcept  in  the  Gazette,  I should,  as  one  indi- 
vidual, have  felt  quite  disposed  to  suffer  them  to 
pass  unnoticed,  as  being  comparatively  harmless; 
to  have  viewed  them  merely  as  a new  edition  to 
the  mass  of  errors  which  characterize  that  paper. — 
But  I assure  you  I design  no  compliment  when  I 
say,  that  by  copying  these  estimates  into  )’Our  Re- 
gister, and  by  your  remarks,  countenancing  at  least, 
if  not  absolutely  advocating  them,  as  correct,  you 
have  stampt  upon  them  a character,  and  given  to 
them  a currency,  which  tliey  could  not  otherwise 
liave  obtained. 

You  have  made  enough  ot  these  calculations  your 
own,  to  hazard,  in  terms  the  mose  unequivocal,  an 
opinion,  that  the  v.diole  scheme  of  a foreign  colony 
of  blacks,  is  utterly  impracticable;  and  if  practica- 
ble,  you  add  that  it  W’onld  be  useless.  If  I have  un- 
derstood you  correctly,  you  deem  the  project  im- 
practicable, on  account  of  its  expense — useless,  on 
account  of  the  slowness  vjiih.  which  it  will  operate — 
and  conclude,  that  we  must  ‘Hook  at  home'^  for  the 
means  of  benefiting  these  people,  and  ameliorating 
their  condition. 

As  a want  of  time  will  compel  me  to  be  brief, 
allow  me,  my  deal*  sir,  to  be  candid;  grant  me,  in 
this  instance,  the  privilege  of  an  old  friend,  al- 
though not  even  an  acquaintance.  Pardon  me,  if 
you  think  me  too  hasty,  when  1 say,  that  I believe 
you  to  be,  upon  this  subject,  mistaken.  The  ideas 
of  expense  and  inutility,  held  up  to  view  by  the  pub- 
lication in  question,  are  not—they  cannot  be  true. — 
If  the  affair  of  planting,  and  maintaining,  or  rather 
of  protecting  colonies  was  at  this  day  totally  nerv, 
then  indeed  might  a license  for  speculating  in  opi- 
nion upon  this  probable  expense,  and  utility,  be 
granted;  and  then  too  might  the  grossest  errors 
upon  this  subject  be  pardoned,  as  mere  mistakes. 
But  this  certainly  is  not  the  case.  Since  the  ear- 
liest periods,  at  which  we  have  any  knowledge  of 
mankind  as  living  under  any  regular  forms  of  gc-> 
vernment,  the  establishment,  or  acquisition,  of  colo- 
nies, has  been  a part  of  their  policy:  and  I believe, 
even  in  common  cases,  it  has  been  a policy,  the 
soundness  of  which,  in  a national  point  of  view, 
has  rarely,  if  ever,  been  questioned.  If  the  contra- 
ry has  been  the  fact — if  colonics  have  been  either 
dangerous,  or  unprofitable  to  their  mother  coun- 
tries, the  general  conduct  of  nations,  upon  this  sub- 
ject must  have  been  grossly  inconsistent;  for  the 
subjugation  and  security  of  colonies  have  cost  ma- 
ny bloody  and  expensive  w'^ars. 

As  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  I never  wish 
to  see  this  government,  as  a mere  matter  of  nation- 
al policy,  unconnected  with  views  of  internal  se-. 
curity  to  ourselves;  and  as  a matter  of  strict  jus- 
tice to  others,  reaching  after  foreign  territory,  oi’ 
foreign  conquests,  either  by  planting  colonies  from 
home,  or  by  subjugating  the  people  or  territory  of 
other  nations.  With  us  there  remains  no  necessity 
for  pursuing  such  a policy,  as  it  has  generally  been 
pursued  by  other  nations.  Of  territory  we  have  suf- 
ficiefit — of  the  necessaries  ofTife,  and  even  its  Iu.\- 
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uries,  w€  are  in  no  danger  of  wanting. — Our  local  1 two  distinct  orders  of  mankind,  which  cannrft  now^ 
situation,  and  the  rapid  progress  of  our  white  po- ( I think,  by  any  human  eflbrt,  be  peaceably  and 
pulation  forbids  tlieidea  of  eaVmia/ dangers: — and 'quietly  amalga  «'ated. 

Fom'ihhj — If  It  were  possiblie,  sudJenlt',  or  evoi 
gradually,  by  legislative  interference,  or  i)V  the  ope- 
ration of  reason  and  the  dictates  of  Immanily  np(  i\ 
the  miiiils  of  liie  slave  holders,  to  liberaltflrom  ser- 
vitude the  ivhole  of  the  negroes,  and  to  soften  tl  e, 
asperity  oftheir  manners  by  education;  ifstillkept 
amongst  US,  and  yetdejn  ived  of  the  freedom  of  s '- 
cial  and  common  unrestrained  intercourse  tvith  the 
whites — and,  politically,  as  it  regards  many  of  tl  c 
most  essential  privileges  of  citizens,  to  all  inten  s 
and  purposes  slaves — they  would  not,  they  ronld 
not,  as  tlicir  numbers  became  formida')le,  and  their 
rights  as  men  better  uruler?")od,  rest  tims  ea«y  ttiid 
saiistied;  a convulsion  must  sooner  or  later  follou , 
dangerous  as  well  to  the  whites  as  to  themselve'S. 
Here  then  seems  an  instance  where  “necessitv’^ 
does  not  only  “siipersede  law,”  hut  also  usurps  the 
place  of  right.  And  where  “acts  of  violence”  a)  - 
appear  to  be  ^‘justifiable,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
greater  and  more  permanent  evil.” 

Fifthly — According  to  some  of  the  fundame)itr.l 
principles  upon  which  the  federal  compact,  C(»nsti- 


views  of  mere  ^imbilion,  do  not  suit  the  genius, 
either  of  this  got'ernment  or  people. — Vet,  howe- 
ver, there  are  other  reasons— powerful  and  humane 
reasons — reasons  arising  from  cmcumslances  in 
themselves  peculiar — such  perhaps  as  few  nations 
before  us  could  assign  for  the  establishment  of  a 
colony  in  a foreign  land.  The  colony  itself,  too, 
would,  r trust,  in  this  instance,  not  only  be  plant- 
ed and  protected,  from  mntives,  diftering  in  their 
origin  and  tendency,  from  those  which  have  gene- 
rally actuated  other  nations  in  such  cases:  but  our 
after  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  jurisdiction,  which 
we  should  attempt  to  exercise  over  Ibis  settlement, 
would  be  materially  different.  If  a colony  of  free 
blacks  should  be  established  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  United 
States  should  flourish  and  grow  strong,  even  be- 
yond the  most  sangiiine  expectations  of  its  warm- 
est friends — I hope  and  believe  that  this  govern- 
ment never  would,  for  one  moment,  permit  ambi 
tious  views  of  aggrandisementto  urge  upon  the  co- 
lonists the  sligiitest  unwislied  for  restraint,  either 


as  it  regarded  their  lives,  their  liberty,  or  their  tu ting  th^7;jrt^j«  of  these  states,  was  found, 

property.  Such  a settlement  as  I hope  and  believe  there  should  be  no  order  of  free  men  noiiN*  amongst 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  friends  of  this  measure  to  us,  or  naturalized  with  us  according  to  the  laws  of 
make,  would  in  fact  not  deserve  to  be  considered  the  land,  held  back  from  participation 


as  an  appendage  to  the  government  of  the  Uniti 
States.  We  would  wish  now  to  act  as  a mother, 
who,  from  some  circumstances  of  past  error  in  con- 
duct, making  the  event  disgraceful  and  unfortu- 
nate, had  brought  into  the  world  an  offspring  which 
she  deemed  it  dangerous  both  to  herself  and  her 
issue  to  keep  about  her  person;  and  yet  would  not 
abandon  it  to  mere  chance; — she  places  it  at  a se- 


in  a// the  rights  of  citizens.  P'ollowing  the  spirit 
of  these  principles,  when  ’lis  clearly  seen  that  na- 
tural and  absolutely  unconquerable  difRculties  have 
gotten  up  between  a numerous  class  of  individuals 
and  those  rights,  it  becomes  imperiously  the  duty 
of  tlie  government,  to  provide  a place,  and  the 
means  of  protection,  where  they  can  have  extended 
to  them,  in  their  fullest  sense,  all  tlie  rights  and 


curt  distance,  where  she  nourishes  and  protects  it  privileges,  which,  as  men,  belong  to  them 


in  infancy — she  gives  it  good  example  and  whole- 
some precepts  in  riper  years;  and  when  of  full  age 
she  passes  it  upon  the  theatre  of  life,  to  take  its 
station  amongst  mankind,  and  to  raar  up  a name 
and  fortune  for  herself. 

A few  premises  assumed,  and  I hope  they  will  be 
granted,  will  make  the  necessity  and  the  propriety 
of  a colony  clear.  The  probable  expense  of  the  es- 
tablishment will  require  some  remarks;  which 
with  a iev!  general  observations  upon  the  whole  sub- 


Sixthly  unfortunate  people  came  origina’- 

ly  from  Africa,  where  they  were  placed  at  a period 
beyond  our  knowledge,  by  the  great  avjthor  of 
their  and  our  existence.  That  country  posse.sses  an 
immense  population,  immersed  in  barbarism,  a»)d 
in  heathenish  darkness.  By  the  establishment  of  a 
colony  upon  their  coast,  under  the  direction  of  the 
United  States,  not  only  a correct  knowledge  of  ra- 
tional government,  but  also  the  arts  of  civil  life,  and 
the  pr'mciples  of  Christianity,  might  soon  be  genc- 


ject,  shall  end  the  trouble  that  I design  to  give  I rally  diffused  amongst  them.  Who  can  tell  wliat  an 


you  at  this  time. 

Firsts  then,  I shall  take  it  for  granted,  that,  in  a 
free  representative  government,  such  as  we  have 
the  happiness  to  enjoy,  all  should  possess  alike,  per- 
sonal and  political  liberty;  so  long  as  no  act  is  done 
by  the  individual,  making  it  lawful  to  deprive  him 
of  those  riglns. 

Secondly,  there  are  now  amongst  us  (according  to 
the  Gazette  estimate)  1,200,000  human  beings  de- 
prived of  their  j&ersorj(iZ  freedom;  and  1,500,000  de- 
barred from  all  social  and  political  rights;  which 
number  is  daily  and  rapidly  augmenting. 

Thirdly— From  long  and  firmly  established  habits, 
and  ^modes  of  thinking  amongst  the  white  popula- 
tion of  these  states,  and  I might  add,  of  nearly  the 
whole  civilized  world,  Tis  as  utterly  and  obviously 
impossible,  that  the  negroes  should,  even  whilst 
amongst  us,  be  admitted  to  a full,  free,  and  equal 
participation  in  those  rights,  and  privileges,  as  it  is 
to  change  the  whole  of  their  skins  from  black  to 
white;  for,  leaving  out  of  view  the  question  as  to 
the  original  sameness^of  the  black  and  white,  or  the 
African  and  European, — time,  with  an  endless  va- 
riety of  circumstances,  too  ea.sily  felt  and  under- 
stood to  need  a repetition,  has,  in  effect,  made  them 


immense  and  ii-nportant  superstructure  might  soon 
rise  upon  such  a foundation.?  It  would  seem  as  if 
Providence  had  permitted  a part  of  these  people  to 
be  separated  from  their  country,  and  dragged  int(» 
bondage,  that  there  might  be  sent  back  with  them 
the  light  of  civilization,  and  the  blessings  of  Chris- 
tianity, to  their  benighted  and  unhappy  country- 
men. By  similar  means  are  great  events  often 
brought  about  by  imt  who,  from  tlie  greate.st  ap- 
parent evil,  can  at  pleasure  bring  the  utmost  pos- 
sible good.  The  time  seems  at  hand,  and  we.  are 
called  upon  to  “let  them  goto  enjoy  their  rights, 
and  worship  their  Godin  the  land  which  he  has  set 
apart  for  them  to  inherit,” — If  we  hearken  not,  but 
harden  our  hearts,  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  or  worse, 
may  be  visited  upon  us.  To  keep  the.se  people 
much  longer  amongst  us  witli  safety,  and  yet  do 
them  justice,  truly  “presents  a question  liedged 
about  by  diflicultie.s.”  It  is,  sir,  utterly  impossi- 
ble. The  God  of  nature  has  left  u.s  no  trac',  except 
the  right  one,  to  pursue.  We  are  in  tliis  instance 
without  an  alternative.  Tlie  “wisest  heads  may  be 
bothered,^''  and  the  most  cunning  invention  racked, 
to  devise  other  means  and  other  ways;  but  to  a co- 
lony it  must  come  at  last.  Tiie  spirit  of  justice  anvl 
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of  hmnarity  has  seized  forcibly  upon  the  minds  oF|h ad  not  at  the  ■ onieoi  been  pressed  for  money, 
too  many  of  the  people  of  this  country,  to  permit  I joined  to  a perfect  understanding  upon  her  part 
th'  se  wretched  Africans  in  our  land  to  remain  much  tliat  she  could  not,  by  force,  long  hold  it  in  posges- 
lo.ger  in  astute  oT  brutal  vassalage,  without  a sinn,  four  times  the  sum  would  have  failed  to  make 
floor  of  escape.  Such  is  onr  si' u-.d i >n  as  a society, ! the  purchase.  What  are  the  advantages  of  the 
and  as  a government,  ^hat  we  cannot  do  them  full  Po  tiigues'^  co’onie.9  in  South  America,  to  thatgo- 


jusiice  rr  re;  and  we  dare  not  he  partial  in  our 
grants.  We  can  only  alloitf  them  ihe  power  to  go 
where  the  rights  of  man  can  be  fully  and  safely  ex- 
tended to  them. 

Is  this  scheme  then  practicable.? — this  seems  to 
be  one  question:  Another  is,  will  it,  if  adopted  and 
persevered  in,  answer  the  purposes  designed  by  its 
^ivoc.ates? 

I have  heard  much  conversation  upon  tlie  subject 
of  establishing  this  cc*  iny.,  since  the  project  was 
first  mentioned  m public:  but  until  I read  your  re 
marks  in  the  Register  >fthe  4'  li  Oc*.  I never  heard 
the  Idea  of  expense  advanced  as  an  objection  to  the 
measure.  Ei.  er  the  peonle  generally  must  have 
had  very  mist  . ken  impi*'essions  upon  this  subject; 
or  ebe  calculations  which  you  have  copied  from  the 
Gazette  must  be  extravagantly  wild  indeed.  It  is 
really  a frightful  picture  of  expense,  which  has 
here  hem  presented  to  the  peo^de  with  ifew  strokes 
of  the  pen.  And  if  the  es.imave  be  true,  even  after 
deducting  fi  om  it  fifty  per  centum,’*  he  would  be 
a mad'Ui.n  wlio  would  attempt  to  urge  the  scheme 
an  inch  furdter.  I have  my  doubts,  i'owever,  if  a 
deduciion  of  niwHy  and  nine  per  centum  from  this 
calculation  would  reduce  the  sum  be'ow  what  actu- 
al experience  ra>iy  hereafter  shev/  to  be  the  truth. 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  advert  to  ancient 
limes,  for  examples  of  :he  expense  incurred  by 
planting  and  supporting  colonies;  or  rather  hy  pro 
tecting  them:  for  if  colonies  are  judiciously  settled, 
they  will  very  soon  be  more  than  able  to  support 
and  protect  tlremselves.  The  chief  care  which 
mother  countries  have  generally  h.ad  over  colonies, 
Jias  been  to  cripple  them  in  their  resources,  by  way 
of  keeping  them  in  a condition  to  be  peaceably 
governed  When  large  naval  and  military  forces 
have  been  kept  up  in  colonies  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  them  in  servile  subjcction,then  indeed  may 
they  have  been  unprofitable  bargains. 

Colonies  have  been  established  or  acquired  in 
America,  at  different  times  by  Eiigland,  France, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  \mongst  innumerable  other 
ex  noples,  these  may  be  sufficient, 

England  lost  nothi.ng  by  her  colonies  here,  until 
she  began  to  make  war  upon,  in  order  to  oppress 
them.  As  consumers  of  iver  surplus  manufactures, 
l,\ken  upon  l.er  own  terms,  she  in  fact  drew  a large 
annual  revenue  from  her  possessions  here,  France 
lost  nothing  by  hers  so  long  as  she  was  allowed  to 
hold  peace  hie  possession:  so  valuable  on  the  con- 
trary lid  she  consider  them,  that,  from  the  d;  y 
she  lost  them  to  the  present  hour,  s';e  seems  nev  : 
heariily  to  have  forgiven  England  for  having  wrest 
ed  the  important  of  them  from  her  hrnds. 

A-  d ;as  England  ever  evinced  a wish  to  yield  her 
possessions  in  Nova-Scotia  aiul  the  Canadas,  as  a 
too  trouble.some  or  expensive  bargain.?  Have  we 
ever  heard  it  officially  said  ’hat  those  provinces 
were  not  a real  and  substantial  benefit  to  the  crown 
of  England.?  It  i.s  no.‘  long  since  France  received 
from  the  U,  States  fifieen  millions  of  dollars  in  ex- 
change for  her  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  soil 
and  people  of  Loui.>>iana — could  this,  then,  which 
W'as  nothing  more  or  less  than  a colony,  and  one  to 
which  the  emoeror  of  .he  French  had  but  a doubt- 
ful ude,  be  considered  as  a useless,  as  a trouble- 
some or  an  expensive  appendage  to  that  gwern- 
weni?  I presume,  on  the  contrary,  that  if  France 


vpr'mmnt?  This  I cannot  exactly  tell;  b'lt  tliink  it 
fair  to  presume,  from  the  king  and  court  having 
left  ancient  Portugal,  and  settled  down  in  those  pro- 
vinces, that  they  were  estimated  as  being  more  va- 
luable tha^t  her  possessions  in  Europe. 

And  Spam — has  she  not  in  fact  existed  upon  the 
wealth  of  her  South  American  coloviies,  for  at  least 
the  last  half  century?  and  does  it  not  at  this  mo- 
ment seem  as  if  she  would  willingly  enlist  all  Eu- 
rope in  her  armaments,  in  order  that  she  mny  retain 
these  posse.ssions?  So  immensely  important  are  the 
Spanisii  settlements  in  America  to  that  government, 
that  a prediction  might  safely  be  ventui'cd,  in  the 
event  of  her  losing  them,  as  she  most  assuredly 
will,  that  with  them  will  the  Spanish  monarchy  ex- 
pire. 

Have  we  in  truth  ever  heard  it  said,  even  where 
territory  had  been  wrested  by  force  of  arms,  and 
the  natives  subjugated  or  exterminated  by  tedious 
and  hloody  wars,  that  the  settlement  and  protec- 
lion,  whilst  in  infancy,  of  colonies,  has  been  to  na- 
tions an  unprofitable  business?  I repeat  it,  and  I 
think,  upon  the  authority  of  all  history,  ancient  as 
well  as  modern,  that  when  the  expen.se  of  this  af- 
fair has  exceeded  its  profits,  it  has  been  by  the 
maintainance  of  a naval  and  military  force,  not  for 
the  protection  of  these  settlements,  but  to  keep  them 
in  abject  subjection. 

The  editor  of  the  Gazette  founds  his  calculations, 
with  which  you  have  acquiesced,  upon  a supposition 
that  15,00.0  negroes  will  be  transported  to  the  co-. 
lony  the  first,  and  a like  number  every  subsequent 
year,  and  that  the  expense  of  tliis  transportation,  as 
well  as  their  .subsequent  mainlainaiice,  will  come, 
ad  infinitum,  from  the  public  p'lrse.  Here,  I take 
it,  is  the  ground  of  t’le  error.  It  cannot  be  admit- 
ted, I think,  as  in  any  degree  probable,  that  15,000 
of  these  people  could  be  had,  willing  to  venture  this 
experiment  at  once-,  and  fow^times  that  number 
should,  as  they  probably  would,  emigrate  annually 
to  the  settlement,  after  it  had  become  completely  es- 
tablished, and  in  a flourishing  condition,  neither 
' heir  passage,  or  maintaimmee  would  be  demanded 
f -jm  the  government.  Those  for  whom  the  colo- 
ny was  i. ’.tended  would,  as  soon  as  its  situation  and 
tiie  design  of  its  establishment  came  fully  to  be  un- 
derslood  by  them,  make  their  way  to  and  find  their 
support  in  it,  as  the  poor  and  oppressed  people  of 
Europe  now  do  'o  tlie  United  States.  It  does  not 
■equire  that  mankind  should  he  forced,  as  to  a pri- 
son, from  misery  and  oppression,  to  inippiness  and 
1 l*erty.  Let  iliem  but ./le/ their  wretchedness,  and 
see  the  land  in  which  they  can  find  relief,  and  the 
passage  is  made  sure.  There  are  no  difficulties  too 
great  for  man  'o  surmount,  in  pursuit  of  his  happi- 
ness; and  the  more  ije  is  pressed  upon,  the  greater 
will  be  the  reaction,  when  he  fiods  an  opportunity  of 
throwing  ofiP  the  burden.  It  iOUO  negroes  can  be 
found  disposed  to  go  to  this  colony  the  first  year,  it 
Will  be  as  many  as  could  either  be  expec;.ed,  or  wish- 
ed for.  Taking,  then,  the  Gazette  estimaU  is  cor- 
rect, and  apply  it  to  one  ihousand,  the  sum  required 
would  be  about  ^250,000— and  if  a like  sum  be  re- 
quired for  the  two  succeeding  years,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  g750, 000— this,  loaned  w the  establish- 
ment, would,  I imagine,  be  about  the  extent  of  the 
assistance,  as  it  regards  money,  which  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  government  to  afforcl.  If  a feyg.of 
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Slime  it  reasnnnble  - . , r . ..  . i 

tnx-ljle  and  exper.iie  to  tliis  govenmient  will  be  ot  the  earth,  which  they  could  no  where  hnd  excep; 

in  this  colony. 

The  habits  of  industry,  with  tlie  arts  of  civil  life,  | In  the  common  course  of  events,  a 
will  be  taken  with  them  from  this  COM11U7.  Afxr' 


c.dture  and  manufactures,  of  some  description  or 
other,  \rill  soon  give  a surplus,  u]>on  which  will  na* 
t iraliy  be  bottomed  a commerce  w’itli  this  country; 
and  so  long  as  we  sliall  have  tlie  expense  of  protect- 
i ig  tlicm,  so  long  will  this  government  have  the 


few  year^ 

would  doubtless  find  these  people,  thus  settled, 
strong  enough,  in  numbers  and  resources,  not  only 
to  feed,  clothe  and  defen.d,  but  also  <o  i'nrpi'i. 
tl'.ernsclves.  As  soon  as  siu  b an  event  l apr^ened, 
1 presume  there  wnuld  be  no  contest  for  5U[  rema- 
cy  between  the  colony  and  the  mother  connfiw.- 


right  to  regulate,  and,  consequantly,  to  receive  a | We  no  douht  would  at  any  time  he  readv  to  sever 


profit  from  this  commei'ce,  as  a matter  of  mutual 
interest  to  individuals  of  this  country,  and  to  tliose 
of  such  a colony;  and  from  every  such  example  as 
has  heretofore  been  allorded  by  the  world,  [ take  it 
for  grunted,  that  such  a commercial  intercourse 
would  commence,  coeval  with  tlie  colony  itself,  as 
would  not  only  uflbrd  all  articles  of  necessity  to  the 
settlers,  but  also  give  constant  opiportimities  (if  re- 
moval to  those  wliose  incliaationa  might  lead  them 
to  join  the  colonists. 

Such  an  establishment,  instead  of  being  a dead 
weight  upon  the  hands  of  this  government,  might, 
in  a very  few  years,  indeed,  be,  in  a commercial 
point  of  View,  an  affair  of  interest,  and  a matter  of 
real  importance  to  the  people  of  t!i is  country.  As 
the  number  and  resources  of  the  colonists  increasgd, 
they  would,  as  a natural  consequence,  extend  them- 
selves, either  by  an  admixture  with  tlie  natives,  or 


the  bond  of  connection,  politically  spc:  king,  an  ! 
leave  them  ns  other  nations,  ‘‘enemies  in  war,  in 
pe.ace  friends.”  At  all  events,  takir^g  tlie  V'*rv 
worst  suppositiciU,  upon  this  ]>urt  of  the  subjeri. 
us  matter  of  fad;  and  allow  liiat  few  or  none-  of 
tbe.'^e  people  could  !.e  persuaded  voluntarily  to 
venture  ibis  change  of  sltualipn — we  sbonhl  never- 
theless, by  affording  them  the  {>ossibinty  0^  escape, 
do  all  tliat  remains  in  our  power  to  clear  our  skirts 
of  an  enormous  moral  evil,  in  liuving  acted  liithe'Uo 
at  least  as  accessaries,  in  bringing  tlipm  forci- 
bly from  the  land  of  their  forefathers,  and  retain- 
Itig'  them  as  the  worst  of  slaves:  V»'!illst  wo  should 

benefit  our  countr\',  and  add  much  to  the  .safetv  of 
her  political  existence,  by  opening  a door  through 
which  the  transgressors  of  her  laws  could  be  for- 
cibly thrust;  and  who,  if  but  punislie  1 in  tlie  ordi- 
nary w^av,  and  afierwards  left  amongst  us,  having 


by  a purchase  of  tlieir  possessions,  or  perhaps  by  n)een  first  oppressed,  then  goaded  oti  to  madness, 

‘ would  serve  as  fire-brands,  readv,  as  soon  as  com- 


bnh. 

I feel  cerUin,  owing  to  a variety  of  causes,  that 
at  first  few  of  the  free  blacks  in  this  country  would 
be  willing  to  hazard  sue!)  a change.  Yet  it  seems 
equally  clear  that  such  a colony,  once  fairly  settled 
and  established,  with  some  of  tlie  subordinate  sta- 
tions in  the  administration  of  its  government  com- 
mitted to  the  most  active  and  intelligent  negroes, 
svliilst  the  rights  and  privileges  of  men  and  of  citizens 
was  extended  to  all,  without  exception — the  estab- 
lishment would  rapidly  acquire  a character,  which 
cotdd  not  fail  to  insure  a speedy  and  certain  growtli. 
If  such  an  outlet  be  afforded  to  the  negroes  of  this 
country,  lam  greatly  mistaken  if  it  would  a>st  this 
government  either  money,  or  trouble,  and  compa- 


bustible  materials  sufficient  mav  be  collected,' to 
kiiulle  a flanip  destructive  as  well  of  the  oppressor 
as  the  oppressed.  AUbougb,  in  common  I btlieve 
with  all  the  friends  of  the  colonization  scheme,  I 
hoj)e  and  believe  a very  different  issue  to  this  pnj- 
ject;  yet  if  it  would  ultimately  tm  n out  a mere 
penitentiary,  a place  of  safekeeping  for  criminals, 
and  remain  perpetually  a public  charge;  still  ii  will 
not  be  without  an  example  in  the  world — r.or  1 b"- 
lieve  without  its  uses.  I am  not  to  be  understood 
as  advocating  it  upon  such  grounds. 

You  wisli,  sir,  “the  talents  and  Influence,  with 
the  wealth,  of  those  who  are  advocates  ^ov  foreign 
colonization,  to  be  dome  Stic  ate  d to  the  relief,  ti'.e  r>n)- 


ratively  but  a little  time,  lo  drain  ofi’neai'ly,  if  noti  ‘Cctiou  and  the  advancement  of  this  unfortunate 
entirely,  these  people  from  amongst  us.  The  pros- 


pect of  such  a place  of  refuge  Avould  greatly  tend 
to  encourage  the  liberation  of  slaves,  who  now  are, 
and  (w'ithout  such  an  establishment)  together  wuth 
their  posterity,  will  perhaps  remain,  in  perpetual 
bondage.  It  would  moreover  afford  the  opportunity 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  different  states,  to  change 
the  cruel  and  unnatural  punishments  which  are 


r.ice. 

I am  at  a loss  to  tell  your  precise  me.aniug  in 
this  instance.  You  seem  indeed  un.ible,  yourself, 
to  guess  wiiat  result  might  arise  from  conduct  so 
devoutly  and  humanely  wushed  for.  “Something,” 
indeed;  and  no  one  1 believe  knows  exacily  what, 
would  arise  from  general  effort  to  amdiorale  the 
condition  of  these  people,  if  they  are  still  to  he  kept 


now  inflicted  upon  tliis  description  of  people  for  j What  that  would  probably 

the  commission  of  crimes,  lo  that  of  transportation!  however  a matter  of  serious  importance,  and 
to  this  colony.  * jj;za^  become  the  subject  of  another  letter,  'flii-; 

Admit,  what  seems  quite  probable  in  this  affair, 1 9*^^  has  already  grown  fur  beyond  the  limits  1 had 
that  there  are  many,  very  mai»y,  of  lire  neg'roes  nowj  first  prescribed  to  it.  1 snail  tr.  ere- 

amongst  us,  who  have  already  worn  out  the  best  present  transgress  no  further  upon  ynnr  pa- 

part  of  their  live.s  in  personal  and  under  political ' IIOWAiti). 

slavery,  and  who  yet  have  formed  certain  local!  State  oj  Delaware,  22d  Oct.  1817. 
attachments,  in  despite  of  accumulated  ill  treat-  A remark.— The  editor  ot  the  Rf.gis  ter  is 
ment,  sufficient  to  hold  them  by  choice  to  the  land  truly  sorry  to  believe  that  he  is  able  to  shew 


!n  which  they  have  grown  old:  and  admit  also,  that 
there  are  many  now  young,  and  some  not  yet  born, 
who  miglit,  fi‘om  a feeling  of  respect  for  the  opi- 
nions, and  attachment  to  the  persons  of  their  vene- 
rable relations,  for  a while  forego  the  privileges  of 
men,  and  submit  to  the  conditions  of  beasts — yet 
the  former  of  these  would  in  a few  more  years  have 


that  the  benevolent  writer  of  the  foregoin;g  is 
‘‘■mistaken;”  which  he  shall  attempt  todo  next 
week.  The  consideration  at  tlie  close  of  tim 
essay— to  afford  to  this  people  the  ^^possibilllfj 
of  escape,”  is,  in  his  opinion^  t1\e  most  weighty 
of  aipy  that  is  urged. 
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Legislature  of  Vermont,  I 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEEGH. 

The  governor  and  council  appeared  in  the  house, 
and  his  excellency  being  sworn  into  office,  deliver- 
ed the  following  speech: 

Gentlemen  oj  the  coiuicil^  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Permit  me  on  this  occasion,  with  gratitude  to  ex- 
press the  satisfaction  I feel,  that  the  freemen  of  this 
atate  have  so  far  approved  my  past  conduct,  as  again 
tp  honor  me  with  tlieii*  confidence. 

It  is  a source  of  peculiar  gratification  that  we  are 
convened  under  circumstances  most  propitious. — 
That  universal  gloom  which  fearful  apprehensions 
of  extreme  want  spread  over  the  mind  at  the  last 
session,  and  the  commencement  of  the  present, 
has  by  the  extraordinary  frugality  of  the  peo- 
ple, succeeded  by  the  blessings  of  Heaven,  been 
happily  dispelled,  and  the  dreaded  distress  but 
lightly  felt.  We  have  abundant  cause  of  gratitude 
to  the  author  of  all  our  benefits  for  the  luxuriant  har 
vest  of  the  present  year,  the  uniisual  degree  of 
health  which  has  prevailed  throughout  this  state, 
the  general  harmony  existing  among  us,  and  above 
for  the  rich  and  recent  spiritual  harvest  which, 
in  many  places,  has  been  truly  great. 

The  deficiency  of  a circulating  medium,  owing  to 
an  increased  emigra,tion  of  our  inhabitants  to  the 
west,  who  have  converted  their  property  into  cash 
for  transportation,  and  the  unfruitfulness  of  past 
seasons,  in  addition  to  the  common  causes  which 
uniformly  produce  a scarcity  of  money  at  the  close 
of  a war,  has  caused  some  serious  embarrassments; 
but  the  industry  and  economy  it  has  excited  has 
nearly  counterbalanced  the  evils  experienced. — 
By  the  pursuance  of  this  prudent  course,  if  attend- 
ed with  the  ordinary  smiles  of  Providence,  we  shall 
soon  possess  a suitable  portion  of  circulating  medi- 
um, without  resorting  to  the  ruinous  system  of  pa- 
per credit.  The  act  of  the  last  session,  making  it 
penal  to  pass  any  bill  or  note  of  a less  sum  thaw 
one  dollar,  in  lieu  of  money,  has  had  its  desired 
effect  in  preventing  further  impositions,  without  in- 
troducing any  material  evil. 

No  important  political  changes  among  foreign 
powers,  affecting  the  interests  of  this,  or  the  Unit- 
ed States,  have  came  to  my  knowledge  since  our 
l ist  session— The  nations  of  Europe  remain  settled 
on  their  Ices.  Happy  would  it  have  been  had  their 
contests  terminated  more  favorably  to  the  riglits 
and  liberties  of  tlie  people.  But  notwithstanding 
symptoms  which  excite  sound  yet  feeble  expecta- 
tions of  amelioration  of  condition  in  that  long  devot- 
ed country,  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants,  awaken- 
ed to  a sense  of  their  sufferings,  and  aspiring  for 
iiberty,  are  resorting  to  the  United  States,  the  only 
present  asylum  for  oppressed  and  afflicted  humani- 
ty. Those  emigrants,  with  many  of  our  own  citizens, 
are  rapidly  settling  and  cultivating  the  westeim 
wild^^  were  they  will  soon  form  a strong  barrier 
agaifisd:  savage  barbarities,  and  foreign  encroach- 
ments. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  southern  part  of  this  con- 
tinent are  still  struggling  for  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence, the  issue  of  which  must  decide  the  happi- 
ness or  misery  of  millions  of  the  present  and  suc- 
ceeding generations.  It  will  essentially  effect  not 
only  our  commercial  states,  but  the  v.mrld  at  large. 
Should  emancipation  be  the  event,  we  may  reasona- 
bly hope,  ere  long,  to  see  arts  and  sciences,  agri 
culture,  commerce  and  manufactures  flourishing 
throughout  that  vast  populous  and  fertile  region, 
3ild  every  rank  of  its  inhabitants  in  tl»e  full  fruition 


of  all  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
unshackled  by  superstition,  uncircumscribed  by  the 
edicts  of  kings.  While  we  anticipate  the  prospe- 
rity of  others,  let  us  critically  attend  to  the  proba- 
ble means  of  hightening  our  own. 

Improvement  in  manufactuiing  is  a subject  so 
closely  connected  with  the  interests  of  tiiis  state, 
that  it  c.mnot.  fail  of  engaging  j our  attention.  It 
should  be  the  policy  of  a state  so  remote  from  the 
great  marts  of  the  world,  and  not  adjacent  to  the  sea- 
board, to  adopt  every  prudent  measure  to  supply 
her  wants  by  her  own  manufacture;  by  which  means 
she  prevents  the  emigration  of  many  of  her  valuable 
citizens  to  other  parts  of  the  country  to  find  em- 
ployment, makes  a neat  saving  of  the  expense  of 
transporting  that  portion  of  provisions  consumed  by 
the  manufacturers,  and  turns  the  balance  of  exports 
and  imports  in  her  own  favor.  Little  need  be  said 
to  recommend  an  object  of  such  apparent  import- 
ance. 

I would  suggest  for  your  consideration,  th^  pro- 
priety of  an  early  and  thorough  examination  of  the 
affairs  of  the  state-prison  to  ascertain  whether  any 
improvement  can  be  made  in  the  employment  of  the 
convicts,  or  better  economy  introduced  relative  to 
the  expense  of  their  subsistence. 

If  the  state  of  our  finances  will  admit,  I am  of 
opinion,  that  to  purchase  a stock  of  materials,  pre- 
pare the  proper  machinery,  and  employ  a part  of 
the  prisoners  in  manufacturing  woolen  cloth,  would 
be  more  profitable  than  to  employ  so  large  a portion, 
of  the  laborers  in  weaving  cotton,  especially  while 
the  depressed  state  of  factories,  renders  that  busi- 
ness so  disadvantageous — From  the  present  value  of 
woolen  cloth,  compared  with  the  price  of  the  raw* 
materials,  it  is  evident  that  a haalisome  saving 
might  be  made  to  the  state  by  the  manufacture  of 
that  article:  I would  also  recommend  the  purchas- 
ing of  a small  tract  of  pasture  land  in  tlie  vicinity 
of  the  prison,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  cows, 
which  would  be  a means  of  furnishing  tlie  prisoners 
with  a wholesome  diet  during  the  warm  season  of 
the  year. 

It  will  be  found  necessary,  even  if  the  present 
system  of  labor  be  continued,  to  erect  additional 
workshops,  unless  some  other  mode  of  punishment, 
for  crimes  of  small  magnitude,  should  be  deemed 
preferable  to  confinement  in  the  state  prison. 

An  elegant  map  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire 
has  been  by  that  government  presented  to  the  state 
of  Vermont,  which,  with  the  laws  of  several  of  the 
sister  states,  I have  caused  to  be  transported  to  this 
place,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  general  assembly 
shall  direct. 

Sundry  communications,  from  different  depart- 
ments of  the  general  government,  and  from  indivi- 
dual states,  have  been  made  to  me  during  the  last 
year.  All  those  designed  for  your  consideration 
will  be  seasonably  submitted. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  before  I close,  to  express 
the  entire  confidence  I feel,  not  only  in  your  intel- 
ligence and  abilities,  but  also  in  the  purity  of  your 
Intentions,  to  manage  the  concerns  of  your  constiiv 
tuents  in  such  a manner  as  shall  tend  to  ensure  their 
equal  rights  and  promote  their  highest  happiness. 
The  importance  of  our  trust  will  be  realized  when 
we  compare  our  distinguished  pnvileges  with 
those  of  the  people  of  any  othef  country. 

We  find  ourselves,  after  th6  most  arduous  and 
threatening  conflicts,  by  the  interposition  of  Divine 
Goodness,  at  peace  with  all  nations,  tranquil  and 
h.appy  among  ourselves,  and  in  the  full  participation 
of  every  right,  whether,  moral,  civil  or  religious. 

It  i^  l^e  imperipus  duty  of  the  legislature,  as  tha 
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faithful  {guardians  of  those  sacred  rights,  under  eve- 
ry circumstance,  to  watch  over  them  with  faithful 
care,  cherish  every  principle,  and  employ  every 
means  that  tends  to  support  and  perpetuate  them; 
amoucr  whicli  may  be  ranked,  general  information, 
industry’,  frugality,  science,  morality  and  pure  reli- 
gion. While  these  prevail,  we  may  safely  rely  on 
the  coniinuance  of  all  the  bless, ings  of  our  free  and  | 
equitable  government.  _ j 

Under  these  considerations,  our  attentions  will  | 
naturally  be  drawn  to  the  promotion  of  education,  ! 
in  all  its  va'-ious  branches,  as  the  most  powerful  bar- 1 
rier  against  those  errors,  of  sentiment  and  practice,  j 
which  corrupt,  misguide  and  enslave  a people. 

My  best  endeavours  will  be  used  to  carry  into 
effect  such  measures  as  you,  in  your  wisdom  shall 
adopt.  And  may  sagacity,  prudence,  unanimity 
and  firmness,  characterise  the  proceedings  of  our 
pre.sent  session.  JONAS  GALUSHA. 

Montpelier,  Oct.  10,  1817. 


Law  Intelligence, 

To  the  honorable  Bushrod  IVashington  and  B,ichard 

Peters,  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  U.  States. 

Sirs — i'he  grand  jury  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  have 
lieard  with  great  satisfiction  your  excellent  charge 
at  the  opening  of  the  court,  and  in  order  that  the  com- 
munity at  large  m-iy  profit  b}’  the  sentiments  it  con- 
tains, we  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  a copy  of  it' 
for  publication.  We  are  more  anxious  that  you 
should  yield  to  our  wishes,  since  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  the  country  gives  additional  value  to  that 
part  of  the  charge  in  which  the  duties  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  as  a neutral  nation  are  enforced  in  a man- 
ner which  has  received  our  most  hearty  concurrence 
and  approbation. 

We  cannot  indeed  be  insensible  to  the  great 
events  which  are  agitating  the  southern  continent, 
nor  is  it  surprising  that  the  sympathy  of  our  coun- 
trymen should  be  excited  in  favor  of  a cause  which 
promises,  in  their  opinion,  to  extend  the  blessings 
of  freedom.  But  this  sentiment,  however  sincere  it 
may  be,  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  obligations 
which  bind  us  to  our  country.  Our  first  duty  as 
citizens  is  obedience  to  the  laws;  and  while  the 
constituted  authorities  have  decided  against  taking 
any  share  in  these  contests,  when  they  have  recent- 
ly passed  a law  to  extend  and  increase  the  penal- 
ties before  imposed  upon  those  who  embarked  in 
them,  and  are  professing  to  foreign  nations  a digni- 
fied and  impartial  neutrality,  it  is  reproachful  to  the 
administration  of  the  laws  that  those  provisions 
should  be  evaded,  and  that  a few  individuals  should 
thus  put  to  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country,  with- 
out its  consent  and  in  defiance  of  its  authority. — 
These  violations  of  the  laws  are  in  the  highest  de- 
gree injurious  to  our  interests  as  well  as  to  our  re- 
putation; they  degrade  the  country  by  showing  the 
impotence  of  its  laws,  and  they  excite  distrust  to- 
wards the  government,  by  contrasting  its  profes- 
sions with  acts  of  hostility,  which  foreign  nations 
will  think  it  too  weak  or  too  insincere  to  control. — 
They  do  not  seem  to  benefit  even  the  cause  which 
is  their  ostensible  object  to  promote;  and  their  ine- 
vitable effect  must  be  to  tarnish  the  maritime  repu- 
tation of  the  country,  and  perhaps  provoke  reprisals 
on  its  commerce,  in  exchange  for  the  obscure  aud 
unlawful  profits  of  some  desperate  adventurers. — 
Against  such  proceedings  it  is  the  duty  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  government  to  employ  tlxe  most  vigilant 
opposition,  and  in  the  character  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  we  have  the  utmost  assurance 


that  the  extensive  power  vested  in  him  will  be  faith- 
fully used,  upon  this  .as  on  every  other  occasion,  for 
the  honor  and  advantage  of  our  country— the  grand 
jury  will  most  cheerfully  exert  the  powers  which 
are  cosffided  to  them,  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
they  trust  a general  diffusion  of  tlie  opinions  you 
have  delivered,  supported  by  the  weiglit  of  your  of- 
ficial and  personal  characters,  will  lend  to  produce 
among  all  classes  of  citizens,  a willing  submission 
to  tlie  laws. 


CHA  BIDDLE,  Foreman. 
JACOB  S.  O I'TO, 

ROB.  \V  \LN, 

WILSON  HUNT, 

WM.  CHAM.VIOND, 
JNO.  INSKEEP, 

THOS.  M.  WILLING, 


GEO.  ROBERTS, 
WM.  STEVENSON. 
WILLIAM  V BIRCH, 
JOSEPH  SMITH, 
THOMAS  M’KEAN, 
SETH  CRAIG, 
LEWIS  RUSH. 


ANSWER. 


Mr.  Foreman,  and  gentlemen  of  the  grand  jtiry 

At  a very  early  period  of  my  official  life,  1 receiv- 
ed applications  from  the  grand  juries  similar  to 
that  which  you  have  now  done  me  the  honor  to 
make. 

j I was  apprised  that  some  charges,  rather  of  a politi- 
0al  cast,  which  had  been  delivered  by  some  of  my  pre- 
decessors,  had  been  misconstrued  and  distorted  by 
zealous  party  men  out  of  doors,  and  that  very  impro- 
per uses  had  been  sometimes  made  of  them  to  mis- 
lead the  public  mind,  and  even  to  aflect  the  cha- 
racter of  the  judiciary.  Althougli  I endeavored  care- 
fully to  avoid  an  expression  of  political  sentiments 
in  the  charges  which  I prepared,  only  so  far  as  tliey 
were  necessarily  connected  with  legal  subjects,  I 
was  neverL-elcss  warned  by  the  past,  to  refuse 
giving  publicity  to  those  I delivered  to  the  grand 
juries. 


The  same  reasons  wlilch  influenced  my  conduct 
then,  do  not  now  exist;  and  as  tlie  subject  »o  wiiich 
your  letter  particularly  points,  is  ccnVmly  of  great 
importance,  I s^iall  deliver  the  charge  to  you,,  to 
use  as  you  may  think  proper. 


CHARGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury — 

After  reminding  you  that  you  have  not  onlv  the 
power,  but  that  it  is  your  duty  to  present  aH  of- 
fences against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which 
have  come  to  your  knowledge,  or  which  may  other- 
wise be  proved  to  your  satisfaction,  though  no  bill 
ot  indictment  should  be  sent  to  you  in  the  particu- 
lar cases,  I beg  leave  more  particularly  to  call 
your  attention  to  those  offences  which''  will  be 
brought  before  you  by  Die  district  attorney,  and  to 
some  others,  which  deserve  your  serious  attention. 

The  first  offence  whicli  I shall  mention  is  that  of 
murder,  which  is  defined  to  be  the  voluntary  killinc^ 
of  a person  with  malice  aforethought,  eitlier  ex- 
press  or  implied  by  law.  The  malice  wliich  stamps 
a homicide  with  the  cliaracter  of  murder,  is  not 
confined  to  a particular  iiJ  will  of  tlie  perpetrator 
to  tiie  deceased,  but  may  be  such  as  flows  from  a 
wicked  and  corrupt  motive,  where  the  fact  is  at- 
tended with  such  circumstances  as  afford  plain  in- 
dications of  a heart  regardless  of  social  duty,  and 
fatally  bent  on  mischief.  Malice,  therefore,  is  im- 
plied from  any  deliberate  cruel  act  against  another, 
however  sudden,  and  a homicide  will  amount  to 
murder  where  it  happens  in  consequence  of  some 
unlawful  act,  of  which  death  was  the  probable 
consequence,  if  done  deliberately  and  with  inten- 
tion of  mischief  or  great  bodily  harm  to  a particu- 
lar person,  or  generally,  fall  wliere  it  may,  though 
the  death  liappen  against  or  beside  the  original  in- 
tent of  the  parly. 
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If  malice,  which  is  the  the  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristic of  the  crime,  be  wanting,  the  homicide, 
if  it  be  not  such  as  the  law  excuses,  is  denominat- 
ed manslaughter,  and  subjects  the  offender  to  no 
higher  degree  of  punishment  than  fine  and  impri- 
sonment. But  these  offences  cannot  be  prosecuted 
in  this  court,  unless  they  have  been  committed  at 
some  place  within  this  district,  and  under  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  upon 
the  high  seas. 

The. next  offence  which  I shall  notice,  is  gene- 
rally denominated  smuggling-  In  order  to  prevent 
as  far  as  possible  those  evasions  of  the  law,  intend- 
ed to  provide  a revenue  froth  duties  on  imported 
goods,  v.’hich  dishonest  men  have  it  so  much  in 
their  power  to  commit,  various  provisions  have; 
been  made,  and  penalties  imposed  for  a breach  of 
them.  In  the  first  place,  the  commander  of  any 
ve.sse1,  bound  to  a port  of  the  United  States  is  re- 
quired upon  bi.s  arnval  within  four  leagues  of  the 
coast,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  district  where 
the  cargo  is  intended  to  be  discharged,  to  produce 
to  the  custom  house  officer  who  shall  first  come  on 
board,  upon  demand  thereof,  a manifest  of  the  car- 
go, togetiier  with  a true  copy  of  the  same,  which 
the  officer  is  reqtiired  to  transmit  to  the  collector 
for  his  information,  and  to  enable  him  to  compare 
H with  the  original  manifest,  which  the  master  is 
required  to  produce  to  the  collector  upon  his  ar- 
rival. The  law  then  proceeds  to  forbid  the  un- 
loading of  any  part  of  the  cargo  within  the  limits 
of  any  district  of  the  United  States,  or  within  four 
leagues  of  the  coast,  before  the  vessel  shall  come 
to  her  port  of  discharge,  and  been  there  duly  avi- 
thorized  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs  to 
unlade  the  same.  The  penaltle-s  for  bpeaol-.es  of 
the  above  provisions  are  imposed  on  the  pei'son 
having  command  of  the  vessel,  and  in  the  latter 
case,  the  penalty  is  extended  also  to  the  mate  or 
other  person  next  in  command. 

As  a further  guard,  it  is  provided  that  no  goods 
brought  in  any  vessel  from  a foreign  port,  shall 
be  unladen  from  such  vessel  within  the  United 
States  but  in  open  day,  between  the  rising  and 
the  setting  of  the  sun,  except  by  special  license 
from  the  chief  officer  of  the  port,  nor  at  any  other 
time,  w'lthout  a permit  from  the  collector  for  such 
unlading.  For  a breach  of  these  provisions,  the 
master  or  person  having  the  command  or  charge  of 
the  vess'el,  and  every  other  person,  wlio  shall  know- 
ingly be  concerned  or  aiding  in  such  unlading,  or 
in  removing,  storing  or  otherwise  securing  the 
said  goods,  forfeits  the  sum  of  400  dollars  for  each 
offence,  and  is  disabled  from  holding  any  office,  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  U.  States  for  a term  not 
^ exceeding  seven  years. 

The  next  offence  is  that  of  knowingly  and  wil-. 
fully  opposing  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  in 
serving  or  attempting  to  serve  any  means,  process, 
“Warrant,  rule  or  order  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  other  legal  process,  or  assaulting 
such  officer  whilst  thus  employed;  or  rescuing 
by  force  any  person  convicted  of  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  or  committed  for  trial  for  the 
same. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  notice  some  other  offen- 
ces which  the  district  attorney  may  not  have  it  in 
his  power  to  bring  immediately  and  distinctly 
under  your  cognizance,  but  which  public  report 
informs  us  have  been  committed  both  within  and 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  neutral  professions  and  character  of 
our  government,  against  laws  made  many  years 
ago  to  prevent  them.  We  have  heard  of  priva- 


teers fitted  out  in  some  of  the  ports  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  intent  to  cruise  agairst  the  sub- 
jects of  Spain,  with  whose  government  we  are  a' 
peace,  under  commissions  granted  by  pe^so!•'.^ 
assuming  the  powers  of  government  in  the  Spa 
nish  provinces  of  America,  under  the  color  ot 
wdiich  commissions,  acts  of  the  most  unjustifiable 
violence  and  rapine  have  been  coinmittefl.  We 
have  also  heard  of  commi.ssions  isi=vied,  and  en- 
listments made  widiin  the  U.  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  the  revolutionists  in  those  provin- 
ces. 

At  as  early  a period  in  the  existence  of  our  pre^ 
sent  form  of  government  as  the  year  1794,  a kw 
was  passed  forbidding  any  citizen  ,of  the  United 
States  to  accept  and  exercise  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  a commission  to  serve  a 
foreign  prince  or  state  in  war,  by  land  or  sea.  It 
also  forbids  any  person,  whether  citizen  or  alien, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  en- 
list or  enter  himself,  or  hire  or  retain  any  person  to 
enlist  or  enter  himself,  or  to  go  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  be  enlisted  or 
entered  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  power  as  a 
soldier,  marine  or  seatnan  on  board  of  any  vessel — 
or  to  fit  out  and  arm,  procure  to  be  fitted  out  and 
armed,  or  knowingly  to  be  concerned  in  the  furnish- 
ing, fitting  out  and  arming  within  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  any  vessel,  with  intc«t  that  she 
should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  any  foreign 
prince  or  state  to  commit  hostilities  on  the  subjects 
or  property  of  another  foreign  prince  or  state  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  peace — or  to  issue 
or  deliver  a commission  within  the  United  States 
for  any  vessel  to  the  intent  that  she  sl.ould  be  so 
employed — or  to  augment  the  force  of  any  armed 
vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  war  between  foreign  powers  with  whom 
the  United  States  are  at  peace — or  to  set  on  foot 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or 
provide  or  prepare  the  means  for  any  military  en- 
terprize,  to  be  carried  on  from  thence  against  the 
territory  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  being  at 
peace  with  the  U.  States.  It  would  seem  that  con- 
gress  at  its  last  session  determined  to  evince  the 
most  marked  disapprobation  of  the  expeditions 
which  had  been  fitted  out  within  the  waters  of  the 
U.  States  to  depredate  upon  the  subjects  of  Spain, 
by  enacting  some  new  provisions  to  supply  omis- 
sions or  suppo.se^  omissions  in  the  former  law,  and 
to  increase  the,  penalties  before  imposed.  For 
whereas  the  act  of  *94,  in  relation  to  the  fitting  out 
and  arming  vessels  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  confined  the  off'ence  to  vessels  intended  to 
cruise  ot  commit  hostilities  in  the  service />r  em- 
ployment of  some  foreign  prince  or  state,  the  law  of 
1817  extends  this  provision  to  vessels  fitted  out  for 
the  purpose  of  being  employed  in  the  service,  not 
only  of  a foreign  prince  or  state,  but  of  any  colony, 
district  or  people,  clearly  pointing  to  the  expedition 
which  had  been  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  to  a«sist  the  revolutionists  in  the  Spanish 
American  provinces. 

So  likewise  augmenting  the  force  of  any  armed 
vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  service  of  a foreign  prince  or  state,  which  is 
forbidden  by  the  act  of  1794,  is  equally  interdict- 
ed by  that  of  lbl7,  in  cases  where  the  vessel  at 
the  time  of  her  arrival  within  the  waters  of  the 
United  States,  was  an  armed  vessel  in  the  ser- 
vice of  any  colony,  district  or  people,  or  belong- 
ing  to  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  such  colony  or 
district. 

Still  more  effectually  to  put  a stop  to  these  un- 
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1.  \vfiil  equipmeiits,  tlie  law  of  1817,  not  only  increa- 
ses t!:e  penalties  and  duration  of  imprisonment  to 
double  wliat  tliev  before  were,  but  it  requires  the 
0'*ners  of  armed  vessels  sailing  from  ports  of  tlie 
United  States  wholly,  or  in  part,  owned  by  c^jzens 
of  the  United  States,  to  give  bond  with  sufficient 
sureties,  that  the  said  Vessels  shall  not  be  employ- 
ed bv  such  owners  in  cruising  or  committing  hos- 
tilities as  aforesaid;  and  tlie  collectors  are  further 
aoti'.orized  to  detain  vessels  built  for  w’arlike  pur- 
poses, about  to  depart  from  the  United  States,  the 
cargoes  of  which  consist  princlpaiiy  of  arms  and 
munitions  of  war,  when  there  exists  circumstances 
to  render  it  probable  that  tliey  Intended  to  cruise 
or  commit  hostilities  against  fiiendiy  powers  as  be- 
fore mentioned. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  strength  of  the  execu- 
tive arm  (fin*  the  president  is  vesU-d  witli  very  ex 
tensive  powers  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  the 
offences  above  described)  and  the  vigilance  of  the 
custom  house  officers,  witli  the  co-operation  of  the 
judicial  authorities,  aided  by  the  patriotism  of  all 
well  disposed  citizens,  will  release  our  country 
from  the  unmerited  stigma  of  secretly  taking  part 
in  a war  which  our  government  is  unwilling  to  coun- 
tenance. 

I kmnv  that  plausible  pretexts  are  not  w’anting 
to  palliate  these  lawless  acts,  and  even  to  render 
them  popular  with  Uiose  who  regard  rather  the 
avowed  tlian  the  real  motive  of  the  perpetrators  of 
them. 

The  emancipation  of  an  oppressed  people  is  urg- 
ed as  an  excuse  for  these  military  expeditions.  But 
as  it  must  be  admitted  that  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
our  country  is  the  first  duty  of  a good  citizen,  it 
follows  that  a wilful  violation  of  tliose  laws  can 
never  find  an  excuse  in  the  motive  wliich  induced 
it,  however  we  might  approve  the  motive  were  the 
laws  are  silent  on  the  subject.  I must,  nevertheless, 
be  permitted  to  suspect  the  sincerity  of  the  motive 
which  is  professed  in  these  cases.  Search  to  the 
bottom  and  it  will  be  found  to  originate  in  self-in- 
terest—in  a cupidity  for  that  wealth  which  is  torn 
by  power  from  the  hands  of  Its  defenceless  owners 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  should  you  know'  or  have 
received  information  of  the  commission  of  any  of 
fence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
require  the  attendance  of  witnesses  to  testify  before 
you,  the  court  will,  upon  the  application  of  your 
foreman,  award  the  necessary  process  to  bring  them 
fqrw'ard. 


Interesting  Transaction. 

If  the  following  narrative,  of  an  occurrence  which 
has  already  excited  considerable  sensation,  be 
considered  as  more  dilTuse  than  necessai*}',  we 
can  only  say  that  the  novelty  of  the  Case,  and 
the  importance  of  the  precedent,  required  that 
no  circumstance  in  regard  to  it  should  be  lost. 

fro:m:  the  ^ew-orleans  oazette  or  sept.  30. 
Some  time  since  we  noticed  the  attempt  of  cap- 
tain Felix,  commanding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  sloop 
of  w'ar  Beaver,  then  lying  in  the  port  of  New-Or- 
leans,  forcibly  to  transport  from  this  place  an  indi- 
vidual not  attached  to  his  vessel,  in  defiance  of  the 
civil  authority  of  the  state.  Shortly  afterwards, 
captain  Felix  was  arrested,  and  his  conduct  sub 
jected  to  judicial  investigation,  during  the  penden- 
cy of  which  it  would  have  been  improper  to  expose 
the  circumstances  of  the  transaction  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  public.  The  investigation  of  the 
case  having  terminated,  w*e  now  deem  it  proper 
to  give  publicity  to  the  facts,  in  order  to  satisfy 


the  curiosity  of  the  inquisitive,  ami  to  prevent  the 
oivculation  of  misrepresentations. 

While  the  Heaver  lay  in  this  port,  an  individual, 
who  liai  resided  a lengdi  of  time  in  this  city,  wtis 
induced  to  go  on  board  for  tlie  purpose  of  selling 
tobacco  to  the  crew.  lie  was  diere  arrested  and 
detained  as  a deserter  f om  the  Hrilis!'.  navy.  When 
the  circumstance  was  discovered,  Mr.  Che%v,  the 
collector  of  thr  port,  demanded  of  captain  Feii.x, 
by  letter,  the  liberation  of  the  detained  seaman, 
warni?\g  him  at  the  same  time  of  the  conseq'  enees 
of  attemp'ing  to  proceed  to  sea  without  referring 
the  matter  to  a civil  tribunal.  This  a})pliratioii 
proved  fruitless,  and  some  of  the  teHman’s  ac- 
quaintances applied  to  the  hon.  Joshua  Lewis  fora 
writ  of  hahens  corpus  in  his  favor.  A writ  was  vr-gu- 
larlv  granted,  directed  to  the  commanding  oLneer 
of  the  sloop,  and  ordering  Itim  forthwith  to  have 
the  individual  before  tlie  judge,  (o  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law. — Captain  Feli.x  refused  to  obey 
the  writ  and  wrote  the  follov.’ing  letter  to  the 
judge  in  justification  of  Ids  conduct: 

“On  //.  U fMiijcsl'yS  service. 

“u.  n.  T>i.  sioor  eeaver,  > 
A'e-iv  Orleans,  Jlng.  30,  1817.  S 
Sin — I beg  leave  to  transmit  you  a copy  of  the 
deposition  of  the  British  deserter  detained  on 
board  here.  You  will  perceive  by  it,  his  acknow- 
ledgemeiit  of  his  being  a Gritish  subject,  a desci  tir 
from  H.  B M.  sloop  Bermuda,  and  not  a sufficient 
time  a resident  of  New  Orleans  to  entitle  him  to 
the  privilege  of  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
You  will  also  perceive,  that  he  states  himself  to 
have  gone  by  no  other  name  while  in  New-Orleans 
than  Capel  and  llaviiltofi;  that  of  Lamb  does  not, 
therefore,  apply  to  him,  nor,  while  he  acknotvledges 
himself  as  a deserter  from  tl'.e  British  service,  do 
I conceive  he  can  be  considered  as  a person  illegal- 
ly detained.  If  a wmit,  describing  the  individual 
and  accompanied  by  such  legal  formalities  as  inav 
sanction  my  compliance,  be  executed.  I sliull,  of 
course,  submit  myself  to  the  civil  avithorities,  at 
the  same  time  that  I sliall  protest  against  t!ie  exer- 
cise of  power  in  tl)is  particular  instance  and  leave 
t;.e  further  adjustment  of  tiie  affair  to  our  respec- 
tive governments;  but  I trust  the  present  statement 
will  remove  any  misconception  on  your  parr,  which, 

I am  persuaded,  has  arisen  from  flilse  information 
having  been  laid  before  you  in  the  first  instance.  I 
again  beg  leave  to  remind  you,  that  the  man  w-as 
not  taken  by  us  either  from  the  shore  or  from  any 
ship  ©r  boat,  but  came  voluntarily  on  board,  where 
he  was  recognized,  and  ackr.owdedged  himself  a 
deserter  from  the  British  service;  and  being  thus 
by  his  consent,  pin  "-jd  under  the  po-ver  of  the  British  faq , 
to  detain  him  becamejny  duty.  Had  i done  othevv/isV, 
I should  have  acted  contrary  to  my  positive  ie.stru'  - 
tiop.s.  Immediately  after  the  affair  occurred,  I wait- 
ed on  the  British  consul,  and  begged  that  he  would 
communicate  it  to  the  civil  authorities  of  tlie  place. 
I feel  anxious  to  obviate  any  misconception  in  tlii.; 
case, and  to  convince  you  iLat  I have  been  guided 
throughout  by  a desire  to  act  conformably  to  the 
mutual  riglits  of  the  twm  nations. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  wnth  every'  sen- 
timent of  respect,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

K.  It.  FELIX, 

Captain  H.  B.  M.  sloop  Beavei*. 

To  the  hon.  jiul^e  Lc~.vis,  Aery-  Orleans. 
Independently  of  any  question  of  right  as  to  the 
detention  of  the  seaman,  no  greater  indignity  could 
have  been  offered  to  our  laws;  no  greater  outrage 
could  have  been  inflicted  on  an  individual,  than,  in 
contempt  of  the  civil  authority,  forcibly  to  deprive 


172 


NILES’  REGISTER— NO>^ExMBER  8,  ]8J[ 7— FOREIGN  ARTICLES'. 


liim  of  an  impartial  hearing  before  the  tribunals  of 
our  country.  'Hie  judge,  therefore,  immediate^v 
issued  a writ  of  attachment,  commanding  tlie  sheriff 
to  arrest  and  bring  before  him  the  captain,  for  his 
contempt  and  disobedience  of  the  former  writ.  The 
deputy  sheriff  used  every  exertion  to  execute  the 
process:  but  was  resisted,  and  menaced  by  the 
captain,  who  ordere  1 his  crew  to  fire,  if  the  sheriiT 
persisted  in  his  efibrts 

It  would  have  been  proper  now  for  the  sheriff  to 
call  ovit  the  posse  comitatus;  and  the  rapidity  with 
which  a knowledge  of  these  events  circulated 
through  the  city,  and  the  burst  of  indignation  which 
they  excited,  seemed  to  point  to  that  measure,  and 
would  have  rendered  it  efficacious.  But  the  sloop 
was  under  weigh,  the  calamitious  situation  of  the 
city  was  adverted  to,  nor  was  it  doubted  that  capt. 
Felix  would  be  arrested  under  the  guns  of  fort  St. 
I’iullip,  especially  as  it  was  known  that  a good  citi- 
zen and  a soldier  of  no  ordinary  fame  commanded 
that  post.  An  express  v/as  dispatched  to  the  fort 
with  legal  process  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Plaque- 
mine,  and  by  great  exertion  arrived  there  before  the 
Beaver.  Major  Humphrey  having  been  properly 
called  upon,  with  his  usual  firmness  and  prompti- 
tude informed  captain  Felix  that  he  must  submit 
to  the  civil  authority  of  the  state,  or  he  would  be 
compelled  to  do  so. 

Immediately  after  his  arrest,  captain  Felix  was 
brought  to  this  city,  where  he  received  information 
^which  through  motives  of  humanity  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  at  Plaquemine)  that  his  deten- 
tion would  be  protracted  till  he  caused  the  indivi- 
dual in  whose  favor  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had 
been  issued,  to  be  forth  coming.  The  seaman  was 
accordingly  sent  for,  brought  back,  and  after  ma- 
ture deliberation  discharged.  His  honor,  the  judge, 
regretted  that  there  was  no  law  on  the  subject,  nor 
treaty  provision  between  the  two  governments, 
and  that  under  these  circumstances  the  two  go- 
vernments must  reciprocally  suffer  for  their  inat- 
tention to  the  subject:  that  controversies  of  this  na- 
ture must  be  governed  by  the  general  principles  of 
law,  which  regulate  ordinary  contracts;  that,  there- 
fore, if  a voluntary  contract  between  the  individual 
and  the  British  government  had  been  proved,  it 
could  only  have  been  enforced  like  other  contracts, 
by  a suit;  and  that  force  could  only  be  exercised 
by  individuals  without  the  sanction  of  law.  If  the 
captain  could  not  have  arrested  the  individual  on 
shore,  and  there  forced  him  into  a compliance  with 
his  contract,  he  could  not  exercise  force  towards 
him  on  board  his  vessel,  while  she  lay  in  our  waters. 
For,  in  a country  governed  by  laws  alone,  accident 
gives  no  rights,  and  individuals  cannot  exercise 
higher  authority  in  enforcing  compliance  with  con- 
tracts than  the  civil  authority  of  the  country.  The 
captain  urged,  with  some  plausibility,  that  even  in 
the  merchant  service  deserters  could  be  summarily 
arrested  and  delivered  to  the  authority  of  their 
officers;  but  it  v/as  answered  that  his  was  authori- 
zed by  express  statutes,  both  in  England  and  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  fact  that  statutes  were 
deemed  necessary  to  grant  the  power  in  that  case, 
proved  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  in  the  other 
without  some  legal  provision.  The  orders  of  his 
commanding  officer  to  arrest  all  deserters,  which 
were  pleaded  by  the  captain,  could  not  authorise 
him  to  violate  our  laws — indeed  on  subjects  of  this 
nature  his  orders  were  suspended  by  the  authority 
of  those  laws,  while,  by  permission  of  our  civil  offi- 
cers, he  remained  within  their  jurisdiction.  The 
man  was  liberated. 

The  caplain  haying  pleaded  his  ignorance  of  le- 


gal proceedings  and  the  orders  of  his  commanding 
officer;  having  manifested,  moreover,  much  regret 
for  what  had  occurred,  and  made  the  most  ample 
apologies,  was  discharged  without  being  imprison- 
ed or  even  fined.  This  was  a degree  of  lenity  not 
oerhaps  deserved — it  was  a lenity  wl'.ich  was  not 
e.'itended  to  the  saviour  of  Louisiana,  in  a case  of  a 
very  dissimilar  nature;  it  was  a lenity,  however, 
neither  incompatible  with  the  character  of  the 
judge,  nor  displeasing  to  his  fellow  citizens,  who, 
while  they  are  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  their  laws,  to 
protect  their  inestimable  privileges,  and  to  exalt 
their  national  character,  are  above  the  littleness  of 
personal  spite  and  malignity  of  feelings 

Our  indignation  at  this  outrage  of  capt.  Felix  wa* 
mingled  with  no  small  degree  of  astonishment,  that 
it  should  have  been  committed  by  an  officer  of  the 
nation  from  whom  that  safeguard  of  liberty,  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus^  derives  its  origin — who  boast  of  it 
as  constituting  a signal  mirk  of  distinction  between 
them  and  the  rest  of  Europe;  a nation  in  which  no 
man  ever  refused  obedience  to  it,  with  impunity, 
unless  it  had  been  previously  suspended  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature.  Even  now,  when  the  very  exist- 
ence of  the  government  is  menaced;  when,  if  ever, 
it  is  necessary  to  arm  the  crown  with  extraordinary 
powers,  the  English  people  view  its  suspension  with 
an  impatience  bordering  on  open  rebellion  although 
constitutionally  enacted  by  parliament.  And  shall 
an  English  officer  be  permitted  to  commit  an  out- 
rage upon  this  writ  in  our  country  that  he  would 
not  dare  to  think  upon  in  his  own? 

-Captain  Felix  may  have  been  misled  by  fallacious, 
intemper.ate,  perhaps  wicked  counsel;  he  may  have 
been  impelled  throughout  this  transaction,  by  what 
he  deemed  a sense  of  duty:  if  this  was  the  fact  (apd 
vve  believe  it  was)  we  respect  his  feelings  and  re- 
gret the  mortification  to  which  he  has  been  subject- 
ed; but  we  feel  a pride  and  pleasure  in  the  assur- 
ance that  he  was  defeated  in  an  attempt  to  invade 
the  liberty  of  an  individual  (however  humble  his 
station)  who  was  entitled  to  the  protection  of  our 
shores;  and  that  the  minister  of  t!ie  law,  while  he 
shewed  the  magnanimity  to  pardon  and  forgive, 
where  punishment  was  unnecessary,  and  example 
useless,  displayed  a power  adequate  to  protect  our 
rights  from  violation  and  his  own  dignity  from  in* 
suit. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ESGtAWD,  &C. 

The  revival  of  manufactures  and  commerce  is» 
much  spoken  of  in  the  English  papers. 

The  crops.  The  price  of  grain  has  fluctuated 
considerably  in  England,  and  from  the  late  rise  it 
maybe  presumed  that  tlie  crops  have  not  been  so 
abundant  as  was  reported.  On  the  30th  Sept.  Ame- 
rican flour  was  sold  extensively  at  53  to  54s  per 
bbl.  say  12  dollars — a fiirther  advance  was  expected. 
An  opinion  is  now  given  that  the  ports  will  not  be 
shut  after  the  15th  of  November. 

The  London  Gazette  of  Sept.  13,  contained  only 
five  bankrupts. 

Meetings  have  been  held  in  many  places  to  peti- 
tion  against  the  window  tax.  There  has  been  some 
disturbances  about  it. 

A letter  from  London  states,  that  Colonels  Hip- 
pesly  and  L.  P.  Skeene  were  raising  regii,nents  of  sol- 
diers for  South  America.  A ship  of  300  tons  is  in 
the  Thames,  having  on  board  300  officers  and  sol- 
diers, enrolled  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  under 
the  standard  of  the  revolutionists  in  SouthAmerica- 
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The  London  Courier  of  Oct.  1,  concludes  a long 
article  on  the  subject  of  South  American  affairs,  by 
saying  that  “England  can  take  no  part  il\  the  quar- 
rel between  Spain  and  her  colonies.** 

The  prince  regent  is  trying  to  have  built  a yacht 
that  shall  excel  the  vessel  called  “Cleopatra’s 
Barge,”  owned  by  fieorge  Crowningshieid,  of  the 
“Tanitee”  town  of  Salem,  and  buiH  by  him  just  for 
a “TKXton.”  Thus  ureiife  copied  in  all  tliat  belongs 
to  naval  affairs,  by  the  people  of  the  greatest  naval 
poster  in  the  world. 

At  SligOf  out  of  a population  of  15,000  souls, 
1000  had  died  of  the  prevailing  fever.  It  appears 
to  have  spread  over  a large  part  of  the  country. 
The  number  of  cases  at  Cork  was  not  less  than  400; 
at  Down  1‘atrick  100— at  Ncwry  it  was  rapidly  ex- 
tending, &c. 

A very  destructive  contagious  fever  prevailed  at 
Birmingham,  Paisley,  Liverpool,  Sec.  It  has  also 
appeared  in  London  and  caused  great  alarm. 

A young  man  of  fashion  in  England,  who  lately 
came  in  possession  of  at  least  g40,0Q0  per  annum 
is  said  to  have  lost  the  whole  at  cards! 

We  learn  from  Ireland,  that  a considerable  sen- 
sation prevailed  in  Dublin,  in  consequence  of  a 
communication  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, stating  that  the  wants  of  government  were 
such  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  relinquish  the 
window  tax,  without  substituting  a ho.use  tax  for 
an  equivalent,  which  the  citizens  have  stated  their 
inability  to  pay.  Placaials  were  placed  in  every 
direction  of  the  city,  calling  upon  the  citizens  to 
hold  meetings,  and  adopt  measures  for  resisting 
this  odious  impost;  which,  when  laid  on,  was  done 
with  an  express  provision  that  it  should  continue 
no  longer  than  ti  e war. 

PottTEK  AXD  ALS.  Statement  of  the  quantPy  of 
Porter  brewed  by  the  twelve  principal  houses  in 
London,  from  July  5, 1816  to  July,  1817; — 


Barclay,  Perkins  and  Co. 

281,484  barrels 

llanbury  and  Co. 

168,751 

Reid  and  Co. 

157,131 

Whitbread  and  Co. 

151,888 

Henry  Meux  and  Co. 

124,823 

Combe,  Delafield  and  6^. 

110,776 

Calvert  and  Co. 

98,301 

Goodwyn  and  Co. 

60,307 

Elliott  and  Co. 

55,163 

'I'aylor  and  Co. 

42,920 

Golden  Lane  Brewery, 

42,1^56 

Hollingsworth, 

8,U29 

The  following  is  the  quantity  of  Ale  brewed  by 

the  seven  principal  Ale  Brewers  in  London,  from 

the  5th  Julj-,  1816,  to  5th  July, 

1817:— 

Strelton  and  Co. 

2.5,051  barrels 

Wyatt  and  Co. 

18,119 

Charington. 

16,886 

Coding, 

12,352 

Hale, 

7,763 

Ball, 

7,048 

Whitmore, 

4,023 

Emigration.  Some  of  the  Britisli  writers  begin 

to  think  that  the  emigr.iUan  of  100,000  per.sons 
annually — would  be  advantageous,  exccl>i  that  it 
might  (end  to  strengthen  some  other  counU’y.  New 
British  settlements  are  therefore  recommended 
'I'life  policy  of  Bi  itain  often  puls  me  in  mind  ofllie 
mlcer  who,  at  the  poiutof  deatn,  was  very  desirous 
of  settling  his  estate — he  hurried  the  notary  lest 
he  might  slip  off  before  the  will  was  concluded, 
and  cheerfully  parted  with  his  real  property.  Hut 
who  is  to  have  the  cash,  said  the  notary — “I’ll  keep 
that  myself,”  returned  the  poor  creature,  and  died. 
Self  is  so  much  ^tUe  ruling  passion  with  English 


politicians,  that  they  w’onld  rather  suffer  them- 
selves than  that  others  should  profit  from  a remo- 
val of  the  cause  of  English  distresses. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  appears  to  be  reU’acing  his  steps, 
a.*',  it  is  said,  was  predicted  by  Bonaparte.  This  gal 
lant  friend  of  La  Vaiette  was  one  of  the  chief  agents 
ofthe  Hritisli  government  to  subdue  or  exterminute, 
as  might  be  most  convenient,  theipeople  of  Ireland, 
some  yeiirs  ago.  lie  lately  m;ule,  a speech  at  Kent 
county  meeting,  in  which  he  said,  deprecating  the 
measures  of  government — “Oh,  it  was  the  same 
system  w'hicli  introduced  torture  into  Ireland — 
that  torture  which  I myself  witnessed — and  whose 
dreadful  image  I never  remember  without  shudder- 
ing— a torture  where  the  innocent  were  not  only 
confounded  with  the  guilty  by  unsupported  charg- 
e-,  but  where  the  lash  fas  I declare  to  God,  Ijsuw 
it  myself,)  was  applied  promiscuously  on  the 
diance  of  extorting  a confession,  or  obtaining  au 
accusation!” 

Lord  Cochrane  was  in  London  on  tlie  30th  Sept 
The  reports  therefore  of  his  liaving  sailed  to  join 
the  patriots  are  unfounded. 

The  London  Waterloo  committee  have  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  Marshal  Hlucher  200,000  rix  dol- 
lars for  the  benefit  of  the  Prussian  sufferers,  be- 
sides 10,000/  for  those  who  lost  their  natural  pro- 
tectors, by  the  battle.  'I'lie  king  of  Prussia  has 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  these  donations,  in  a 
grateful  manner. 

Mr.  Ellis,  of  Banning,  the  largest  hop~^roti<er  in 
England,  commenced  picking  ilie  8ih  Sept,  and  had. 
engaged  2,700  persons  in  his  large  plantations! 

It  is  calculated  in  Liverpool  that  Britain  has 
within  a year,  Imported  near  fifteen  million  dollars 
worUi  vf  fiour  from  the  United  States.  The  other 
nations  of  Etirope  have  also  imported  much. 

There  were  26  nrkoners  in  Derby  goal  on  a ch.arge 
of  high  treason,  and  15  in  Nottingham. 

The  Active  fiigate,  has  arrived  in  England  from 
Jamaica,  with  800,0001.  cliiefly  ii\  dollars,  the  grea- 
ter part  of  which  is  for  account  of  mei'chants. 

Another  advance  has  taken  place  in  copper.  It 
Tose  in  September  at  Truro,  to  125/  in  the  last  two 
years  it  .bus  b(^en  sometimes  as  low  as  75/ 

The  Ellen,  a Britisli  sliip  of  war,  which  had  been 
sunk  by  way  of  experiment  for  tiie  cure  of  the  dry 
'I'ot,  has  been  minutely  surveyed  to  ascertain  the 
result,  which  was  found  to  answer  every  expcctai 
tion. 

The  English  steam  boat  Majestic  of  111  tons 
left  Margate,  Sept.  13,  at  9 o’clock,  and  entered 
the  harbor  of  Calais  at  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
with  2U0  passengers. 

Subscriptions  have  been  taken  in  England  for' 
cutting  a canal  to  connect  the  eastern  and  western 
seas. 

Sliips  of  ali  classes  1»ave  bcefi  lately  fitted  at  T’lv- 
mouih  with  round  bows,  and  they  ai  e henceforth  to 
be  fitted  wltli  round  sterns  also. 

American  stocks  in  London,  Sept.  30. — Three  per 
cents,  714  a 72.  New  six  per  cents,  104  a 1042. 
Seven  per  cents,  109  a 110.  U S.  Bank  shares,  30/. 
5s.  all  witli  dividends  from  1st  of  July. 

Biitish  stocks  Oct.  1 — Consols,  for  acet.  814, 

Do  for  Nov.  82. 

'J'obticco.  The  British  arc  very  rigidly  exer'ting 
themselves  to  prevent  the  smuggling  of  tobacco, 
wiiich,  it  seems,  is  frequently  done  iji  small  quan- 
tities by  sailors,  See.  a.nd  it  is  intimated  that  vessels 
on  board  of  which  it  is  fou.id  will  be  treated  more 
severely  tlian  heretofore. 

“Pro-f/j  ^-ovs.”  Tile  London  Courier  of  tite  233 
Sept,  announces  the  following /nftommr  intelligence. 
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which  nobody  in  this  pa’  t of  ■ le  world  can  read 
vvithout  a smile:  “We  are  informed  that  a stout, 
healthy  youni^  woman  wlm  is  on  the  point  of  lying- 
in,  is  already  engaged  as  wet  nurse  for  the  child 
expected  to  be  bor-i  next  month,  of  the  Princess 
Charlotte!!!  Tlie  person  so  engaged,  is  the  wife  of 
a respectable  yeoman  near  Claremont,” 

The  Prince  of  Saxe  Coboui-g-  has  presented  his 
royal  bride  with  a box  of  beautiful  tabinets,  just 
imported  from  Ireland,  by  his  Serene  Highnesses 
order.  IVho  paid  for  them? 

The  duke  of  Clarence  lately  gave  a splendid  ball 
and  supper  to  40  > persons,  Who  paid  the  piper?'^ 
Biiitish  Uetesue.  la  a London  paper.  A return 
in  part  has  been  made  of  the  gross  produce  of  the 
ordinary  revenues  of  Grea'  Britain  during  tiie  last 
iwenty  years,  together  with  the  aggregate  pay- 
ments made  out  and  into  the  Exchequer;  we  shall 
g;Ive  in  brief  the  sum  total  of  each  year: — 


:ar  ending  Jan.  1798 

Total  Rev. 

126.620,629 

do. 

1799 

do 

33,632,337 

do 

1800 

do 

38,885,024 

do 

1801 

do 

37,741.823 

do 

1802 

do 

39,673,220 

do 

1803 

do 

41,931.747 

do 

1804 

do 

42,760.895 

do 

1805 

do 

50,064,143 

do 

1806 

do 

55,041,771 

do 

1807 

do 

58,761,859 

do 

1803 

do 

64,805,395 

do 

1809 

do 

67,9  50  618 

do 

1810 

do 

70,240.226 

do 

1811 

do 

74.04  ,543 

do 

1812 

do 

71  113  58« 

do 

lb!3 

do 

70,^35,679 

do 

1314 

do 

79,448,111 

do 

1815 

do 

81,334.292 

do 

1816 

do 

85,311,106 

do 

1817 

do 

73,022,675 

Our  readers  will  be  struck  at  tlie  prodigious  In- 
crease in  so  short  a space  of  time,  the  gross  taxes 
have  been  more  than  doubled  in  the  course  of  ten 
years. 

FRANCE. 

A man  pretcixllng  to  be  the  emperor  I-j'apoleon, 
escaped  from  St.  Helena,  has  been  arrested  and  sen- 
tenced to  five  years  imprisonment. 

The  duke  of  Ragusa  reviewed  the  troops  at 
Lyoiis  on  tiie  7th  Sept,  and  on  the  next  day  the  trial 
of  22  “insurgents”  comii»enced — the  cross  of  the  le- 
gion ofhonor  hadjust  before  been  sent  to  three  can- 
nouiers  of  the  nadonal  guard.  It  is  supposed  there 
iiad  been  some  new  disturbance  at  that  place. 

Tite  French  papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of 
ti)eir  elections.  They  appear  to  have  been  conduct- 
ed without  confusion.  Tlie  deputies  chosen  are  ge 
uerally  reputed  to  be  of  the  liberal  or  revolutionary 
party,  and  the  “iegitimates”  are  said  to  be  greatly 
ahii-med. 

'I'iie  French  seem  very  uneasy  under  the  army  of 
cccupation — but  the  allies  have  absolutely  refused 
to  make  any  speedy  climunition  of  it. 

The  accounts  from  France  almut  the  vintage  are 
contradictory — it  is.  pi  oba’oly ^lu)rt  of  the  usual 
quantity, 

Marshal  Oudinot  h-as  addressed  the  national 
guards  at  Paris,  wlio  it  was  staled  were  about  to 
take  aside  in  conducting  the  elections. 

A superb  engraving  has  been  exhibited  at  Paris, 
with  wonderful  eclat;  it  represents  3600  :Vmerican 
mill  tin,  obtaining  a victory  over  12,000  veteran 
troops  at  New  Orleans. 

A public  subscription  had  been  opened  in  Paris,  1 
for  the  support  of  the  liberty  oftlve  p/Css,  for; 


defraying  tl>e  expenses  of  writers  prosecuted  for 
doctrines  favorable  to  human  freedom.  M.  Lafitte, 
governor  of  the  bank  of  France,  and  the  dake  of 
Broghe,  member  of  the  cliamber  of  peers,  are  to  re- 
ceive the  subscriptions  and  apply  them. 

A horrid  duel  has  occurred  at  Bordeaux  betv/een 
two  brotliers,  Messrs,  de  C ; one  of  them  remain- 

ed dead  upon  the  spot;  the  other  returned  home  and 
blew  his  brains  out  with  a pistol. 

At  the  request  of  the  French  academy,  the  cor- 
vette Urania  has  been  fitted  out,  and  sailed  from 
Toulon  on  the  17th  Sept . to  pi-oceed  to  measure 
the  extent  of  tlie  austral  hemisphere,  to  make  ob- 
servations on  the  jntenslty  to  the  magnetic  powers, 
and  different  experiments  interesting  to  natural 
history. 

An  expedition  has  sailed  from  Brest  to  take  pos- 
session of  French  Guayana.  Count  St.  Cyr  is  appoint- 
ed governor  of  the  province. 

Paris,  Sept,  22.  The  tables  of  deaths  and  births 
drawn,  up  by  the  twelve  municipalities  of  Paris  for 
the  year  1816,  present  the  follovv'ng  results: — 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1816  amounted  to 
19,801;  in  1815,  to  21,549;  the  difference,  1,748  less 

ill  1816. 

Of  this  number,  12,484  died  at  their  own  homes, 
viz.  of  th^  male  sex,  6,176;  of  the  female,  6,313. — 
In  this  class  is  compreiiended  278  bodies  deposited 
at  the  Morgu.s,  and  7,312  who  died  in  the  military 
and  civil  hospitals,  viz  of  the  male  sex  36^3;  of  the 
female  3629. 

Tiie  number  of  persons  who  died  of  the  small  pox, 
durii'g  tlie  year  1816,  was  150,  viz.  of  the  male  sex. 
79,  of  the  female  71.  The  number  in  1815  was  190? 
being  40  more  than  last  year. 

The  suicides  during  the  year  1816  amounted  to 
183,  viz.  122  men,  65  women,  in  1815  they  were 
only  175. 

The  births  in  1816  amounted  in  the  whole,  to 
22,366,  viz.  of  the  male  sex  11,584,  of  the  female 
10,782.  The  number  of  deaths,  being  19,801,  the 
births  exceed  them  by  2,565. 

In  1816,  there  v/ere  278  persons  drowned,  viz^ 
222  men  56  women. 

SPAIN. 

(13^ We  have  a report  received  at  Boston,  that 
Spain  has  declared  war  against  Portugal. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Afeade,  dungeoned  at  Cadiz,  we 
have  a singular  evidence  of  the  candor  of  the  Spa- 
nish government.  It  appears,  that  on  the  remon- 
strance of  our  minister,  Mr.  Erving,  a royal  public 
order  was  issued  for  his  release,  and  at  the  same  time 
a secret  direction,  under  the  royal  signature,  was 
given  to  keep  him  confined!  These  facts  reach  us" 
in  the  most  confidential  shape  and  seem  as  if  they 
might  be  relied  upon.  Glorious  Ferdinand — illustri- 
ous petticoat-maker  for  the  •virgin  Mary! 

There  is  a report  that  England  has  proposed  a 
relinquishment  of  her  claims  against  Spain,  for  sup- 
plies and  maintenance  of  the  British  .army,  in  return 
for  a cession  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  These  claims 
are  said  to  amount  tp  fifteen  millions  of  pound<r 
sterling. 

It  is  mentioned,  in  the  praise  of  Ferdinand’s  wife^  ' 
that  she  has  determined  to  act  as  wet  nurse  to  her 
daughter.  How  is  it  that  when  this  sort  of  folks 
do  the  duties  of  men  and  7vomenth&t  they  should  be 
so  applauded.? 

The  king  of  Spain  has  formally  ratified  the  trea- . 
tics  with  the  allied  powers,  which  relate  to  the  fu-. 
Lure  destination  of  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  Placentia, 
and  Guastellaj  now  possessed  by  the  ex-empress 
Maria  Louisa.  By  these  treaties  tlie  reversion  of 
the  said  dutchies  is  secuf IQ  tl^e  infant  don  Ohavfcs 
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Louis,  son  of  the  queen  of  Etruria,  sister  to  tflie 
king-  of  Spain,  and  who  is  meanwiiile  to  receive  the 
states  of  Lucca,  wltli  certain  stipulated  assignments 
till  the  reversion  takes  place. 

The  army  of  tlje  Netherlands  were  to  assemble, 
for  inspection,  between  the  15th  Sept,  and  the  mid- 
dle of  Oct;— 88,000  men  were  to  be  under  arms.  (A 
part  ofUicse  is  militia.) 

The  eminent  mercantile  house  of  Franzi^s  and 
Co.  at  licipsic  has  suspemled  its  payments.  The 
aniount  of  its  engagements  are  s»>id  to  exceed 
3,000,000  of  Dutch  guilders 


The  moHument  of  general,  Moreau,  stands  ODrdvA  Jiarnej/  Galleghan,  pui't  ot'  i\'. 
e field  of  battle  something  more  tiian  a Tnile  from  [privateer,  for  piracy. 


the  bodies  were  dreadfully  mangled — two  ramrods 
were  found  in  the  body  of  Mi»r'dus. 

Another  London  paper  mentions  a new  revolution 
in  Brazil  at  Parniba,  80  leagues  north  of  Pernambu- 
co— at  which  place  a foreign  vessel  had  arrived 
with  3000  stand  of  arms.  This  report  is  probably 
unfounded, 

*‘sPAirisu  A;sica:cA,”  8tc. 

The  late  garrison  of  .Juan  Fernandez,  about  COO 
men,  bad  given  tlicmseives  up  to  the  patriots,  ami 
arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  0th  of  July. 

A Boston  paper  says — We  learn  that  the  grand 
jury  of  the  United  States  for  this  district  have  re- 
j turned  hills  against  John  Palmer^  Thomas  IVilsov.^ 
...  j crew  of  a patriot 


the 

Dresden,  and  though  extremely  .simple,  oomisting 
of  one  granite  stone,  is  very  impressive.  It  is  sur- 
mounted v/ith  a bronze  helmet,  wreath  and  sword. 
'Fhe  inscription  is  rtrerely — 

‘^‘Moueau  Her  Jiddjiel  hier  an  der  seite  alexatcdeii?.” 
The  hero,  Moreau, /e/Z  here  by  the  siV/er  c;/”  ALEXAXnEn. 

V 000  V/irtembergers  emigrated  to  Tlussia,  last 
summer. 

SWTDRX. 

The  old  king  of  Sweden  is  so  unwell  arrd  Infirm, 
that  nearly  all  the  royal  duties  have  devolved  on 
Bernadotte. 

A 'I’urkish  corvette  has  arrived  in  Sweden,  with 
a cu!-go  of  cotton,  &c.  from  Egypt — amd  will  return 


It  is  reported  the  court  of  Russia  will  invite  tl*e 
of  other  courts  of  Europe  to  prohibit  the  fitting  out 
pi’ivateers,  and  exportation  of  arms,  See.,  to  the  Spa- 
nish patriots,  and  to  decla>  e nirates  all  their  priva- 
teers which  shall  appear  in  the  European  seas.  It 
also  proposes  a common  league  for  the  extirpation 
of  piracy.  Austria  has  pnohibited  the  exportation 
of  arms  to  Spanish  America. 

Queer  things  happen  at  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Por- 
tuguese hav’e  invaded  and  actiually  possess  apart  of 
the  territories  of  the  United  Provinces,  yet  several 
Portuguese  vessels,  sent  into  Buenos  Ayres  as  pr^ 
zes  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  govern- 
ment, and,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  restored. — 
laden  with  cumum.  Sic.  prese«'ts  from  the  crown  j We  do  not  understand  this. 

prince.  Gen.  Artigas,  the  patriot  cldef  in  Paraguay,  keeps 


In  Sweden,  tliey  continue  to  work  at  the  jyrandjthe  Portuguese  closely  blocked  up  in  Montevideo^, 
cans!,  between  the  North  Sea  and  the  Baltic,  iu:ross|Rnd  beats  them  whenever  tiicy  venture  from  their 
tiie  Sv/edish  provinces.  This  canal  commences  at  works. 


Golhemoury,  and  will  fini!*I\  at  Soederkoeping,  an 
e-xtent  of  36  Swedish  miles.  The  expense  is  esti- 
mated above  7,500,000  croAvps.  More  than  half  the 
canal  is  fini.thed,  and  the  whole  is  calculated  to  be 
c mplcted  in  6 or  7 years.  [One  Svjedish  rr.Uc  is 
from  5 io  6 Knodish.l 


The  British  are  pretending  to  make  great  exeiv 
tions  to  prevent  tlie  shipment  of  men  and  militai^y 
stores  to  Soutli  America — but  they  are  shipped  in 
large  quantities. 

Tiie  patriot  privateers  off  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  are 
[severely  scourging  the  commerce  of  Spain  and  Por* 


According  to  the  table  describing  the  civil  state  jtugal. 
of  Sweden,  344  children  at  the  breast,  were,  during  1 Tiiere  is  a report  that  the  patriot  and  royal  ar- 
the  year  1814,  smotlierecl  by  their  mothei’s  ornui'ses!  mies  in  Upper  I’eru  iiuve  come  to  an  understanding, 
wliile  asleep;  and  in  the  folloiving  year  the  nurnber|Hud  concluded  an  armistice  preparatory  to  a co- 
of  innocent  victims  who  died  through  this  kind  ofj operation  af  their  foi-ces  to  release  themselves  whol- 
-mprudencO’amounted  to  369.  i ly  from  the  sway  of  the  mother  covmtry. 


A 74  gun  ship  has  lately  been  launched  at  Carlse- 
crona,  said  to  be  the  finest  in  tlie  Swedish  navy, the 
restoration  and  increase  of  wliich  appears  Vo  be  a 
peculiar  object  of  tlie  government. 

RUSSIA. 

A Russian  .squadron  is  to  proceed  to  l>inis  to 
obtain  salisfaclion  for  an  intuit  to  the  Russian 
flag. 

The  rudders  of  sev 
ofsinuggllng,  had  been 
angel,  in  order  to  detain  them  u.ntii  the  pi 
liie  Russian  government  should  be  known  respect- 
ing them. 

An  article  from  St.  Petersburgli  meniiotts  that 
the  eAperor  Alexander  was  to  quit  tlie  capital 
about  1st  of  September,  to  be  absent  15  montli-s,  on 
a journey  tlivougli  his  empire,  to  inspect  the  difi'er- 
ent  garrisons  and  troops. 

TUUKK.T. 

1500  houses  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  at  Smyrna. 

RRAZIL. 


Several  lieavy  privateers  have  sailed  from  Buenos 
Ayres — one  ef  them  called  the  Consequentia,  car- 
rie.s  49  giuts  and  300  men. 

From  a London  paper. — Brown,  the  ci-devant  Bue- 
nos Ayres  admiral,  who,  it  will  be  remembered, 
iiad  his  sliip  seized  by  a government  vessel  in  the 
West  Indies,  is  now  in  this  countin'.  He  came  here 
for  tiie  purpose  of  claiming  of  the  British  govern- 


whicli  government  gave  up  to  therr,  and  rejected,  in 
toto,  the  suit  of  admiral  Brown. 

FLOHIUA. 

AiT.iii-s  st  Amelia  remain  ur.settled.  Gov.  Hub- 
bard died  on  tlie  19tli  ui't.  after  a few  days  illnes^. 
Col.  Irwin  appears  to  succeed  him  as  the  he.ad  of 
the  '-•American”  party.  Prizes  coRtiuued  to  arrive 
— among  tliem  were  vessels  with  skves;  but  sale.s 
or  prize  goods  had  not  been  extensively  effected 
!on  account  of  the  contentions  of  narties.  Com. 


A London  paper  siiys— Recent  accounts  from  the  Champlain  liud  not  yet  arrived.  Capt.  Ellon,  in  the 
Brazils  state  that  every  thing  w.ns  tranquil  in  that  U.  S.  brig  Saranac,  was  closely  watching  the  pro- 
quarter— the  letters  state  that  Martins  and  twojceedings  at  Amelia — he  had  sent  live  vessels  into 
]h*iesis  had  been  shot,  not  lianged.  The  governor  { Savannah  for  adjudication,  ar,d  it  .is  reported  tl-.at 
of  Bahia  had  published  his  displeasure  at  the  man- j he  intended  to  overhaul  the  Morgluna,  of  18  guns, 
nef  of  £xeciyior*^  mi^tavy  fireij  fivo  tijnes— ; v.\en  sbo  left  the  port. 
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THE  PLAGUE. 

Eighty  persons  per  day  were  dying  of  the  plague 
at  Algiers.  Nothing  was  attempted  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  the  malady.  It  rages  dreadfully  at  Con- 
stantinople. 

The  governor  of  Gibraltar  has  announced  that 
lie  has  received  official  information  that  the  plague 
was  increasing  in  Algiers,  the  number  of  deaths  in 
the  city  alone,  amounting  to  150  per  day. 


CHRONICLE. 

Appointments. — Com.  Barney  has  been  appointed 
naval  officer  of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  in  the  place 
of  Col.  Ramsay,  deceased — and  Paul  Bantelon^  esq. 
also  a soldier  of  the  revolution,  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Maryland,  vice  Thomas  Rutter,  esq.  deceas- 
ed. 

JVaval  pjvomotions. — The  following  promotions 
have  lately  been  made  of  officers  rn  the  navy. 

Capt.  Alexander  S.  Wadsworth^  captain  of  the  U. 
S.  ship  Independence. 

Lt.  IVm.  B.  Finch,  to  command  the  U.  S.  brig 
Prometheus. 

Lt.  John  R.  J\Iadis<m,Xo  command  the  U.  S.  schoo- 
ner Lynx,  vice  lieut.  Storer,  ordered  to  the  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Lloyd  of  Massachusetts,  from  ill  health,  has 
resigned  his  seat  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Franklin,  of  74  guns,  has  arrived 
in  the  Chesapeake  to  receive  Mr.  Rush,  our  minis- 
ter to  the  court  of  London;  after  landing  him  she 
will  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean  to  relieve  the 
\V.ashington. 

A steam-boat  is  building  at  St.  Stephens,  Alaba- 
ma, to  navigate  the  Mobile.  The  country  is  filling 
most  rapidly  with  people. 

The  light  house  on  Beaver  Tail,  at  the  entrance 
of  Newport  harbor,  R.  I.  is  very  brilliantly  lighted 
by  gas. 

Survey.  The  United  States  schooner  Hornet, 
lieut.  WiLKTxsoN,  arrived  at  Norfolk,  having  com- 
pleted the  survey  of  the  coast  assigned  him  by  the 
government,  from  cape  May  to  Sandy  Hook. 

A vessel  from  Gottenburg  has  brought  to  Boston, 
in  irons,  one  of  the  late  crew  of  the  schooner  Platts- 
burg,  of  Baltimore,  which  murdered  the  master  and 
supercargo,  and  carried  that  vessel  into  Norway. 

A vessel  has  arrived  at  New  York  from  London 
with  three  hundred  kegs  of  dollars  for  the  United 
States  bank.  Another  at  Boston,  via  Gibraltar, 
brought  35,000,  8ic.  &c. 

Military.— M:\]ov  Bradford,  with  a detachment  of 
United  States  riflemen,  and  accompanied  by  major 
Long,  topographical  engineer,  has  left  St.  Louis  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a military  post  on  the 
Arkansas,  near  the  Osage'  boundary.  Some  late 
outrages  of  the  Sjaaniards  and  Indians  have  proba 
bly  caused  this  procedure. 

Mo  caxise  of  complaint. — An  American  seaman, 
(says  tl\e  Baltimore  Patriot)  recently  arrived  in 
this  city,  who  was  impressed  from  the  ship  Canton, 
of  this  port,  while  at  Calcutta,  in  India,  in  1789  or 
1790,  when  14  years  of  age — having  been  detained 
in  the  British  service  from  that  time  until  about  6 
months  alter  the  peace,  a period  of  24  years,  when 
he  was  discharged,  while  in  India,  and  left  to  gain 
his  native  country  as  he  could,  in  a destitute  situa- 
tion. 

He  served  on  board  the  Belliquex,  Albion,  and 
Diadem,  ships  of  the  line,  the  Lord  Duncan  frigate, 
and  several  other  vessels,  and  occupied  the  bloom 
and- vigor  of  his  life  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain 


— he  is  a native  of  Calvert  county,  in  this  state,  and 
has  brothers  who  reside  in  this  city. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Saranac  has  taken  possession  of  a 
British  vessel  and  sent  her  to  Savannah,  which  had 
been  captured  by  a schooner  from  Amelia  island, 
the  conduct  of  whose  officers  and  crew  makes  them 
deserve  to  be  called  and  treated  as  pirates. 

Governor  Wolcott  has  appointed  'rhursday,  the 
27th  of  November,  to  be  observed  throughout  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  as  a day  of  public  thanksgiv- 
ing, 8cc. 

Among  the  late  presents  to  Peale’s  museum,  at 
Baltimore,  are,  two  baskets  made  of  ivater-mellcni 
.seeds,  by  a young  lady  of  Virginia — two  Jcathevs 
made  of  spun  glass,  from  Liverpool — and  a dress 
made  fishes  entrails 

Isaac  H Williamson  esq.  is  elected  governor  of 
New-Jerse'y. 

The  emigration  forrn  Europe  to  the  United 
States,  is  estimated  in  Londun  to  exceed  1000  week- 
ly. [Much  overrated.] 

Thomas  Cooper,  esq.  has  declined  the  professor- 
ship in  William  and  Mary  college,  tendered  to  him, 
from  previous  engagements. 

Connecticut. — The  Hartford  Mercury  of  the  14th 
ult.  publishes  the  marriage  of  “Miss  Steady  Habit 
Connecticut  to  the  American  Repxiblic.’^ 

West*s  picture  is  exhibiting  at  Philadelphia. 

Banks. — There  are  several  propositions  before 
the  legislature  of  Vermont  for  the  establishment  of 
banks. 

There  is  no  bank  in  Vermont  at  present;  and,  sin- 
cerely  wishing  well  to  that  patriotic  state,  we  hope 
for  the  rejection  of  every  proposition  of  the  sort,  at 
least  until  money -matter sscce  better  settled  than  they 
now  are. 

United  States*  bank — a branch  is  to  be  established 
at  Pittsburg. 

J\Iisso7iri. — A petition  is  circulated  praying  for 
the  admission  of  the  Missouri  territory  into  the 
union  as  a state.  The  emigration  to  this  country 
has  latterly  been  very  great,  and  the  population  is 
no  doubt  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  a state  govern- 
ment. 

Married  at  the  house  of  Stephen  Girard,  esq.  in 
Philadelphia,  on  the  28th  ult.  gen,  Henry  Lallemand 
to  Miss  Harriet  Girard,  niece  of  Stephen  Girard. — 
Among  those  present  or»  the  occasion  were  Mr,  Sur- 
villiers,  marshal  Grouchy  and  son,  and  generals 
Vandamme  and  Charles  Lallemand. 

The  cotton  crop  in  Mississippi  has  failed — the 
progress  of  the  rot  has  been  unprecedented,  and 
a deficiency  of  not  less  than  an  half  is  confidently, 
calculated  upon. 

Tenkessee. — Mashville,  Oct.  10.  The  exports 
from  West  Tennessee  to  Orleans,  last  year,  amount- 
ed to  something  more  than  a million  and  a half  of 
dollars,  in  the  following  articles,  viz; 


10,000  hhds.  tobacco  ^1,000,000 

1500  bales  cotton  100,000 

Pork  and  beef  50,000 

Butter,  lard  and  tallow  25,000 

Corn  and  vegetables  50,000 

Sundries  200,000 

Castings  20,000 

Horses,  sheep,  and  beef  cattle  100,000 


Exclusive  of  the  cotton  sent  to  Kentucky  and  up 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  horses,  hogs  and  cattle 
sent  to  the  northward  and  southward,  amounting 
at  least  to  one  half  of  a million  more. 

Maples,  Aiig.  12.  Prince  Henry,  of  Prussia,  es- 
terday  visited  the  American  admirals  ship  Wash- 
ington of  74  guns,  and  was  received  with  gre.at  ce? 
remony,  by  com.  Chauncey.- 
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PHINTEO  AXU  PUBLISHED  UY  H.  MLKSj  AT  <f5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


Accom.moi) ATTo.v — .VluHv  i^enUemPH  iiave  been 
accustomed  to  m.»ke  tiieiv  reiiiitt:inces  and  comnu;- 
nicate  their  orders  to  the  editor  of  tlie  \V  eeiilv 
Reoister,  throutjh  their  members  of  congress —to 
facilitate  this  course  of  proceeding  and  to  transact 
other  business  belonging  to  the  establishment,  tlie 
editor  designs  to  visit  Wasliington,  and  remain 
there  the  first  week  of  next  session.  He  will  tak- 
with  him  a few  sets  of  the  work,  complete  in  12 
vols.  handsomely  bound,  which  lie  will  dispose  ol 
to  members  of  congress,  and  others,  as  follows- 
For  the  6 years,  or  12  vols.  30 

extra  supplements  to  vols.  5,  7,  8,  & 9,  4 • 

Binding  tlie  12  vols.  at  872 

s 44  50 

Same  sets  will  be  bound  in  R'lssla  leather — which 
is  not  only  as  handsome  but  more  dur.ible  than  any 
other,  besides  serving  as  a protector  to  a whole 
case  of  books  against  insects  acrusiomed  to  injure 
the  n.  The  binding  of  tiiose  will  be  1 12^  per  vol. 
or  ^47  50  for  the  set. 

ntj/’Tlie  SViUiona!  Intelligencei'  will  please  to  copy 
the  above,  and  insert  it  4 limes,  in  the  tri  weekly 
paper. 

The  Colonization  Scheme. 
TO“HOVVARDy’ 

Jl  writer  in  the  ^'Delaware  tVatchman.^^ 

Sir — I had  the  pleasure  to  publish  in  my 
last  paper  the  very  polite  and  interesting  letter 
that  you  honored  me.  with,  through  the  “Dela- 
Avare  Watchman.”  The  great  importance  of 
the  subject  requires  that  all  should  have  a cor- 
rect understanding  of  it;  and  the  courteous 
manner  in  which  it  was  addressed  to  me,  espe- 
cially entitles  it  to  my  consideration  and  re- 
mark. 

In  an  ardent  zeal  to  effect  the  grand  jmr- 
.pose  aimed  at,  I will  not  yield  to  any  person;  it 
a matter  that  has  occupied  my  thoughts  from 
early  youth;  but,  alas!  my  mind  is  still  benight- 
ed as  to  a plan,  or  proper  course  of  proceedings, 
to  bring  it  about, — unless  the  tilings  proposed  | 
at  the  end  of  this  letter  may  tend  to  it;  and 
tlieir  operation  will  be  much  too  slow  for  my| 
wishes.  But  the  pat;iotic  mind  tvould  feel| 
much  satisfaction  in  a well  gvoundadconfidence'. 
that  the  time  mUy  arrive  when  there  shall  bel 
no  casts  or  classes  in  the  republic,  exceptsuch 
as  belong  to  superior  intelligence  and  virtue. 

1 truly  regret,  sir,  that  I have  to  confess 
myself  unconvinced  by  your  arguments.  1 
would  gladly  have  found  a resting  place  in| 
them  for  my  anxieties  on  this  subject.  Nor  do 
I like  to  oppose  any  one  that  looks  toward  our 
object,  lest  I might  be  suspected  of  lukewarm- 
ness about  it.  I am  not  so.  But  the  serious 
manner  in  whicli  you  have  treated  my  few'  hast  v 
‘ Vut.  X!U. 12. 


ukI  introductory  remarks  to  an  estimate  Irom 
the‘  United  states  Gazette,” published  in  tin: 
Weekly  Register  of  the  4th  ultimo,  together 
with  my  duty  to  truth,  as  it  pi’esents  itself  to 
my  uniierstanding,  impo»ses  this  rcspbn.sibiiity 
upon  me,  and  1 have  reconciled  myse.tf  to  i cet 
it,  in  the  plainness  and  simplicity  tliat  belongs 
to  the  negative  siile  ot  this  arguine.^t.  And,  as 
from  the  approaching  session  of  congress,  and 
the  probable  occupancy  of  my  pages  with  other 
matter,  1 may  not  have  room  to  refer  to  this 
subject  again,  I shall  state  my  objections  to  it 
at  length. 

'I'o  avoid  one  point  of  dispute,  about  w'hich, 
however,  much  might  be  said,  let  us  throw  the 
‘•Gazette  calculation,”  with  eveiy  idea  cif  ex- 
pense^ in  the  background,  as  of  no  importance 
whatsoever  and  strike  at  the  root  of  the  aifair. 
by  making  some  other  calculations  fur  our- 
selves: bearing  in  constant  recollection,  that, 
the  “colonization  scheme”  has  for  its  ostensible 
purpose  a reduction  of  the  colored  people  of 
the  United  tates. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  great, 
error  into  which  the  projectors  and  fnends  of 
this  plan  have  fallen,  is  in  their  idea  of  the. 
power  of  emig-  ation.  This  is  a very  common 
mistake.  We  know  that  the  colonies  planted 
by  England^  Spain  and  Portugal,  for  exam- 
ples, within  the  last  £00  years,  have  already 
acquired,  or  soon  Avill  possess,  a greater  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  than  their  mother  countries. 
And  I wdll  agree  that  the  United  iStates,  (sup- 
posing that  land  could  be  had,  and  our  black*; 
were  ivilling  to  emigrate  to  it J might  establish 
a colony  in  Afi  ica,  that,  in  a few  yeais,  could 
assume,  and  support  a rank  amongst  nation.s.  I 
concede  tliis,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument — 
because  1 expect  to  shew  that  such  a co’onv 
would  afford  us  no  sensible  relief  as  to  the  vast 
and  daily  increasing  incumbrance  under  which 
we  labor.* 

Ml  Kurope  has  served  as  a nursery  for  emi  - 
grants  to  the  country  that  forms  the  United 
‘States;  and,  certuinly.thepeople  of  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world  have  lia<l  g'mto  inducements 


♦Since  thl^  pirag:-:ipli  u'a.s  write:),  the  repcit  oi' 
sir  James  L.  Yeo  to  tlie  Bfitisl)  ;ulmiral:\,  rexjH.cu 
ing  the  st.-ite  of  thiirgs  at  Sierr.i  f/e-':ne,  a.s  Ini:! 
parii:uTient,  has  reached  me.  From  this  report  it 
i;  very  q^iestionable  if  otit/  good  has  resulted  fioin 
the  settleinent.s  raade  in  Africa  with  a view  to  check 
the  slave  trade  and  ameliorate  the  cojidition  uf  the 
in'.ahitanls.  'fhe  report  is  long — hut  we  sliall  tn 
deavor  to  give  it  a place,  it  would  appear  th.at  thie 
proje-t  on  v/hich  so  mr.ch  monev  i:.is  been  expend, 
cd  will  fad. 
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to  leave  the  bones  of  their  ancestors  and  fly  to  f But,  further—it  is  the  free  blacks  that  \ve 
a strange  land,  tliaii  can  be  presented  to  our  [would  colonize.  T/icir  situation,  in  every  re- 
[frcej  black  population  to  cause  their  emigra- 1 spect,  is  better,  much  better,  than  tliat  of  the 


tion  to  Africa.  The  sti’ongest  oi  all  the  pas- 
sions that  prevail  in  the  human  heart,  and  that 
for  which  men  will  encounter  tlie  severest  pri- 
vations, is  that  whith  we  term  the  liberty  of 
conscience.  For  every  rational  being  tlmt  thinks 
upon  his  Creator  at  ail,  (and  there  are  few 
that  do  not  sometimes  feel  themselves  to  be  ac- 
countable creatures)  fixes  his  belief  firmly  in 
this, — that  no  civil  authority  can  legally  inter- 
pose itself  between  him  and  his  God:  and  mil-- 
lions  on  milUons  of  white  men  in  Europe,  that 
are  quite  as  much  debased  and  as  really  skucs 
as  the  blacks  are  in  America,  would  resist,  at 
the  cannon’s  mouth,  an  attempt  to  force  them 
into  an  unapproved of  worship,—- though 
Ihey  acknowledge  a right,  or  at  least  bow  to 
the  power,  in  certain  men  to  command  their 
personal  services,  even  unto  death  itself.  We 
have  conclusive  evidence  of  this  in  the  vast 
conscriptions  and  impressments  that  have  been 
made  within  the  last  twenty  years  to  carry  on 
the  wars  and  gratify  the  unhallowed  lusts  of 
kings.  Now,  rude  and  unpolished  as  they  are, 
and  mere  machines  as  they  have  been  turned  in- 
to,-will  any  believe  that  the  emperor  Russia 
could  conscript  600,000  men,  and,  having  arm- 
ed and  disciplined  them,  compel  them  to  re- 
ceive the  harmless  rite  of  circmUcision?— or 
that  Great  Britain  comVI  impress  100,000  sea- 
iixen,  man  her  fleets  with  tlieiii  and  send  them 
to  Rome,  to  render  them  good  Racists?  No: — 
yet  both  submit  to  a personal  servitude  that 
rends  the  tenderest  connections  for  an  un- 
limitted  period  of  years,  and  which  puts  their 
lives  into  hourly  jeopardy.  Herein  is  made 
nut  the  case  that  the  white  slaves  of  Europe 
have  much  greater  inducements  to  seek  liberty 
in  America,  than  our  blacks  {ewen  the  slaves) 
can  have  to  seek  it  in  Africa;  for  the  former 
are  more  or  less  restrained  by  church  establish- 
ments to  v/hich  all  do  not  agree;  whereas  the 
latter  may  be  said  to  possess  freedom  of  con- 


laboring  classes  in  Europe.  The  chief  things 
that  they  are  deprived  of,  are  the  right  of  suf- 
frage and  of  becoming  rulers  over  the  people. 
They  may  acquire  property  and  hold  it  more 
securely  theirclass  can  do  in  Europe.  Nay, 
in  several  of  the  states  they  are  citizens,  and 
may  elect  and  be  elected.  And,  if  they  are 
denied  the  right  of  suffrage,  they  are  also  ex- 
cused from  military  duty  and  exempted  from 
taxation.  But  the  laboring  European,  with  no 
more  influence  in  the  choice  of  his  rulers  than 
is  possessed  by  our  slaves  in  an  election  of  their 
masters,  is  subject  to  military  law,  and  com- 
pelled to  contribute  to  the  revenues  of  the  state, 
&c.  &c. 

Besides  the  deficiency  of  inducement  thus 
stated,  there  is  also  a want  of  intelligence,  and 
of  means,  in  our  blacks,  compared  with  the 
whites  of  Europe,  to  emigrate, — speaking  of 
them  generally,  the  free  and  those  that  may  be 
emancipated.  For  although,  as  before  stated, 
the  bulk  of  the  population  of  Europe  are  essen- 
tially slaves,  still  there  are  amongst  them  more 
intelligent  persons, and  more  that  have  acquired 
some  property,  proportionally,  thafi  there  are 
among  our  blacks— because  the  former  have  not 
to  contend  with  the  prejudices  that  operate 
against  the  latter  on  account  of  the  color  of 
their  skins,  &c.  That  intelligence  and  those 
means  are  of  great  consideration  in  effecting  a 


should  force  your  ladyship  into  his  bed,  don’t  you 
thmk  your  husband  might  lawfully  promote  an  as- 
sociation for  extirpating  sucii  a brutish  Tarquin?'^ 
The  lady  with  downcast  eyes,  and  a countenance 
covered  with  a rosy  blush,  answered — “Tiie  case 
now  put,  sir,  is  undoubtedly  harder  than  the  for- 
mer. But  as  the  whole  sin  should  be  the  king’s, 
and  kings  are  answerable  to  God  only,  I do  not  think 
ray  husband  could  lawfully  do  any  thing  towards 
vindicating  his  honor  by  violence.” 

The  gentleman  knowing  that  the  lady  was  like 
all  the  otloer  votaries  of  passive  obedience,  staimch 
for  the  established  church,  and  bitter,  if  a lady  can 


*After  1 had  written  tliis  paragraph,  1 happened 
AO  recollect  that  among  my  ten  thousand  scraps  of 
P’jper  there  was  an  anecdote  that  would  bear  direct- 
ly upon  it — so  I hunted  it  up  and  present  it: 

PASSIVE  03EDIENCE. 


science.  It  ivas  the  want  of  this  freedom  that  fitter,  against  the  dissenters,  resolved  to  put  to 

''aused  our  country  to  be  peopled  as  it  is.*  ^er  one  question  farther,  which  he  did  as  follows 

— “Give  me  leave,  madam,”  says  lie,  “to  ask  you 
once  more;  suppose  the  king  should  order  your  lady- 
sliip  to  go  to  meeting?”  “Wluit,”  says  she,  rising 
in  a lovely  passion  which  enlivened  every  feature, 
with  eyes  sparkling,  lips  quivering,  and  bosom  heav- 
ing, “me  to  a w'icked,  schismatical,  presbyleriau 
meeting!”  These  opprobrious  words  sheliad  learn- 
ed from  the  parson  of  the  parish.  “I  wmuld  kill 


In  the  mad  times  of  Sacheverdy  s.ays  Burgh  in  his 
Political  Disquisitions,  w'hen  many  seeihed  willing 
Xp  go  all  lengths  in  obedience  to  authority,  a man  jhim,”says  she,  (clenching  her  pretty,  little,  weak  soft 
of  sense  took  some  pains  to  give  a lady,  a friend  of  j hand,  which  made  the  gentleman  hope  he  should 
his,  juster  notiops  than  she  had  of  the  limits  of|  have  the  pleasure  of  a box  on  the  ear,  of  which 


however  lie  was  disappoiilted,)  “if  1 were  to  die  for 
it,  sooner  than  he  should  make  me  enter  the  door 
of  a conventicle.” 

“If,”  says  the  above  author,  “a  v;eak,  delicate 
woman  could  be  thus  roused  in  the  defence  of  wliat 
she  called  lier  religious  liberty,  surely  a man  ought 
to  sulfer  emasculation  as  soon  as  to  yield  himself 
I will  put  a harder  case  still.  Suppose  tiie  king!  a voluntary  slave.” 


obedier.ee — “Suppose,”  says  he,  “madam,  that  the 
king  should  seize,  by  a qu9  luuvranto,  your  husband’s 
estate,  and  make  him,  and  yourself  and  cliildren 
beggars;  would  you  think  resistance  unlawfiil?” — 
“I  should  have  much  cause  of  complaint,”  says  tiie 
lady,  “but 
must  not 


lit  (raising  her  pretty  eyes  to  heaven)  we 
rerist  the  Lord’s  anointed.”  “But,  madam, 
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Voluntary  emi^^ration,  at  the  cost  of  the  emi- 
grants  themselves. 

But  waiving  all  those  things,  and  many  other 
points  that  present  themselves  to  attention,  1 
will  admit  that  our  black  population  may  be 
as  anxious  to  emigrate  to  Africa,  as  oppressed 
Europeans  can  be  to  see-k  an  asylum  here,  and 
that  their  means  for  so  doing  are  ecjually  avail- 
able. This  IS  admitting  what  I believe  is  vei  y 
far  from  the  fact — but  it  is  no  matter:  for  I 
shall  very  clearly  shew  tliat  the  rise  of  popula- 
tion in  the  United  States,  tliough  originating 
in  emigration,  was  ve.  y little  assisted  by  it; 
and  that,  while  the  mother  country  ne\ev  felt 
a loss  of  the  persons  that  emigrated,  the  coun- 
try emigrated  to  soonheaime  insensible  to  any 
gain  m them.  The  extraordinary  and  unprece- 
dented increase  of  people  in  this  country  has  its 
cause  in  the  absence  of  those  tens  of  thousands 
of  checks  of  population  that  have  always  ex- 
isted, and  forever  must  belong  to,  thickly  set- 
tled kingdoms  and  states:  and  of  which  we  also 
shall  partake  as  the  means  of  healthy  subsis- 
tence become  more  difficult  to  obtain.  But  those 
checks  will  not  extensively  operate  here,  ex- 
cept by  famine,  pestilence  or  war,  until  our 
rich  waste  lands  are  occupied. 

The  following  calculations  have  been  made 
to  shew  the  power  of  emigration  on  the  coun- 
tries from  whence  emigrants  came  to  the  U. 
States;  for  on  that  depends  the  real  merits  of 
the  colonization  scheme  The  amount  of  emi- 
grants is  that  which  I suppose  to  have  been  our 
absolute  gain  by  emigration;  we  also,  having 
lost  many  inhabitants.  The  “mother  country,” 
alone,  by  man-stealing  and  seduction,  aiwl  by 
the  connivance  or  contrivance  of  those  who 
ought  to  have  protected  them,  together  with 
the  wandering  disposition  that  belongs  to  sea- 
men and  others,  has  taken  from  us  at  least 
40,000  men,  within  twenty  years  past;  and 
Americans  are  to  be  found  every  where. 

TABLE  SHEWING  THE  PROBABLE  POPULATION  OF  T“E 

TERRiTonx  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  {except  Indians) 

TOGETHER  WITH  THE  A.MOU.NT  gained  HX  EMTGRA 

TION,  FROM  THE  FIRST  FIXED  SETTLEMENTS  TO  THE 

XEAR  1819. 


XEARS. 

Whole 

populutiun. 

Einig^rants. 

Gaia— per  annum. 

1625 

1650 

5,000 

30,000 

12,500 

as  original  stock. 
500 

1675 

85,000 

220,000 

25  00 

1000 

1700 

25,0;  . 

mo 

1725 

49J.00'' 

25,001' 

loOO 

1750 

1,030,000 

2 ■ ,0  ju 

1000 

1773 

2,204,000 

72,0ou 

4000 

1796 

W546,000 

69.000 

3000  [7  years  war] 

1819 

9.412,000 

161,000 

7000  [3  years  war] 

414  50o 

Note.— This  table  is  formed  on  the  principle  tba 
our  population  doubled  itself  every  tti'enty  five  years 
until  the  period  beginning  with  1750,  when  only 
twenty-three  years  are  allowed  for  this  operation, 


from  the  increased  facility  of  obtaining  the  ncccssa 
ries  and  conveniences  of  life,  partially  assisted,  alaOj. 
by  an  increased  emigration  * Experience  tells  us 
that  the  principle  is  a correct  one;  for  the  numbers 
that  I have  bro;ight  out  for  the  different  periods, 
very  nearly  agree  with  the  facts  lh-»t  have  been  asc^  r- 
tained,  or,  by  authority,  presumed,  to  have  existed 
at  or  about  tliose  periods.  If  it  is  believed  by  any 
that  our  populaiion  has  always  doubled  in  twenty- 
three  years,  that  belief  would  operate  as  a reduc- 
tion of  the  amount  of  emigrants  that  I suppose  we 
have  received.  'I’hose  emij^rants,  for  every  period, 
are  added  to  the  stock  of  population  at  its  cnni- 
mencemcHt,  and  doubled  for  the  slock  at  its  cctncli*- 
sion — BECAUSE  a very  large  proportion  of  tliein  are 
believed  to  have  been  persons  that  were  in  the  vigor 
of  life  when  they  arrived  in  America.  And  I have 
such  confidence  in  these  calculations  as  to  venture 
to  say,  that  the  supposed  amount  of  population  in 
1819  will  not  Vary  200,000  from  the  r<<ai  naitiheh, 

2.  Virginia  was  settled  in  1610;  New- York  Hud 
New  Jei-sey,  1614;  Massachusc  ts,  1620,1623;  De- 
laware and'  Pennsylvania,  by  the  SA  cdes  raid  Fins, 
1627 — by  Penn,  1682;  Maryland  1633;  Conned  ic".t 

and  Hhode-Isiand,  1635;  Carolina,  1669,  Jer  In 

1619  the  planters  of  Virginia  received  by  invoice  a 
cargo  of  pretty  young  girls  for  v/ive.s,  and  paid  for 
each  150/5s  of  tobacco.  Slaves  were  first  irr.porlcd 
into  A’ii  ginia  in  a Dutch  vessel,  in  1620. 

3.  I am  perfectly  aware  that  in  thus  exjioslng  a 
common  error,  as  to  the  iveight  and  potuer  of  emigra- 
tion, that  I subject  myself  to  considerable  responsj- 
bilit}';  but  1 request  that  every  one,  before  he  at- 
tempts to  decide  on  these  estimates,  will  feel  that 
he  is  competent  to  calculate  them,  and  then  cnicu- 
late  them.  This  is  common  justice.  I do  not  pretend 
to  say  that  I am  not  mistaken.  I know  that  I am 
liable  to  error — but  subjects  like  this  have  consider- 
ably engaged  my  attention,  and  mere  opinion  will 
not  stand  against  the  evidence  of  fads  ascertained 
— AS  these  liave  been. 

Mr.  Blodgett,  whose  invaluable  statistical  wo  k 
is  known  to  every  body,  estimated  (in  1806)  tiiat 
for  the  ten  preceding  years  the  amou'it  of  emi- 
grants had  not  exceeded  4000  a year— and  tliat  wa 
ourselves  lost  above  half  that  number  by  emigra- 
tion, and  more  as  sea-faring  adventurers.  Mr 
L-t ’s  opinion  is  entitled  to  mush  rasped,  and  .\c 
had  the  best  possible  opportunities  for  judging 
. correctly.  I have  average  d tiielr  ainou'il  f'tr  Ll'ose 
years  at  7000,  to  co\er  Die  verv  great  emigration 
of  the  laA  and  present  year.  ITic  error  in  my  l.a- 
; ble,  if  any  there  is,  is  decide.  l!y  in  putting  down  too 
great  an  amount  of  emigrants.  Fideed,  1 rinusly 
doubt  whether  so  many  as  stated  have  really  .irnv- 
e I in  the  United  States  (whites  and  la.  ks  , and 
mnc'i  less  believe  that  we  have  \ic  \i  dy  g. lined 
400,000,  by  emigration.  But  I am  willing  to  give 
to  my  amiable  opponent  every  thing  that  lie  can 
claim 

From  tlie  facts  thus  ascertained,  or  as- 
sumed, let  us  proceed  to  shew  the  power  of 
emigration  compared  with  the  natural  increase 
of  the  people,  by  calculating  how  mar.y  p-e.  sons 
Lvill  have  lived  and  he  living  in  the  United 
.'States,  f orn  1625  to  1819,  inclusive  of  both, 
1 95  years.  ' 

I'he  period  of  33  years  has  been  fixed  upon 

*Dr  frftiikiin  was  of  opinion,  (iu  1755)  that  ./e 
doubled  our  population  in  tiventy  years.  This  op!'' 
nion  is  howevcig  supporked  by  facig^ 
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as  a generation — 3 per  cent,  of  the  population, 
ilicrera!  e,  die  every  year. 

Sir  taking  the  equated  numbers  of  the  popu- 
lation at  the  several  periods  stated,  and  calcu- 
lating them  at  S per  cent,  per  annum.,  for  their 
respective  periods  of  years,  and  adding  to  this 
pi’oc^uct  the  amount  of  persons  remaining  at 
the  end  of  said  periods,  we  may  pretty  nearly 
arrive  at  the  whole  number  of  persons  that  had 
tired  up  to  the  times  stated.  Thus — 

’i'iu-  whole  population  in  1625  was  5,0U0 

do.  do.  1650  30,000 

^)35,000 

Equated  nu  Vi. bei*  17,500 

17,500,  at  o per  cent,  per  unu.  for  25  years  is  13,125 
Add  the  living  in  1650,  30,000 

Product,  43.125 

whicli  may  be  assumed  as  the  amount  that  had 
lived,  or  were  living,  in  this  country,  up  to  the 
year  1650. 


lEAnS. 

Wliole  No- 

Equated  No. 

Amount  of 

Gross  amount. 

living. 

the  3 jn-  cent. 

to  1650 

30,000 

17,500 

13,125 

43,125 

1675 

85,000 

57,500 

41  125 

128,125 

1700 

220,000 

152,500 

114,375 

334,375 

1725 

490,000 

355,00f' 

266,250 

756, 25u 

175i. 

1,030,000 

760,000 

670,0*00 

1,700,000 

1773 

2.204,000 

1,617,000 

1,115,730 

3,319,730 

1796 

4,545,000 

3.375,000 

2,328,750 

6,874,750 

1819 

9,412,000 

6,979,000 

4,815,510 

14  227,510 

27,383,865 

These  tables  are  original — to  me,  even  in 
idea,  for  l never  had  seen  any  of  the  sort  before 
1 made  them.  If  they  will  stand  the  test  of 
examination,  it  appears  that  ti>e  whole  number 
of  persons  that  .shall  have  lived,  or  will  be  liv- 
ing, in  the  United  States,  from  the  date  of  the 
first  considerable  settlements  up  to  the  }^ear 
1819,  is  ^ 27,383,865 

Gain  by  emigration  for  tlie  same 
period,  414,500 

Original  stiock,  5,000 

419,500 

26,964,365 

And  it  results  that  there  have  been  horn  in 
the  United  States  the  mighty  aggregate  of 
26,964,365. 

H hat  a drop  in  the  bucket — a speck  in  the 
babince,  is  the  amount  of  gain  by  emigration, 
even  though  w^e  should  give  it  a.  ten  fold  force, 
compared  with  the  natural  increase  of  this  peo- 
ple! \\  e see  that  to  raise  up  this  great  amount, 
Fnirope  and  J]frica\m\'Q  lost  no  more  than 
419,500  persons  in  nearly  200  years. — But, 
prohably,  Europe  has  not  really  lost  one 
man  Ir/coiisecjuence  of  it.  Why  is  it  that  our 
population  increases  as  much  in  23  years,  as 
that  of  Europe  does  in  an  100.^  Because  w^e 
liave  not  the  checks  to  population  that  exist  in 
f^iirkly-settled  cmmtries;  and  I assert,  without 


hesitation,  that  the  retirement  of  a reasonable 
numberfroin  anysucii — Sc^y  5(4)0  to  the  million, 
every  year,  would  be  nearly  balanced  by  the 
room  thei  eby  afforded  tor  greater  productive- 
ness. Population  goes  on,  increases  or  dimi- 
nishes, as  the  mersiis  of  life  are  more  or  less 
easily  obtained;  and,  it  is  piobable,  that  the 
actual  emigration  of  5000  blacks,  per  annum, 
would  not  effect  a real  reduction  of  that  to 
which  they  would  otherwise  amount  to,  of  more 
than  1 500  or  2000  persons,  a year. 

The  following  shews  the  amount  of  blacks, 
in  round  numbers,  according  to  the  census  of 
1790,  180-0  and  1810:— 

Free  persons  of  color  in  1790,  60,000 

Slaves,  700,000 

760,000 

Free  persons  of  color  in  1800,  100,000 

Slaves,  900,000 

' --1,100,000 

Free  persons  of  color  in  1810,  190,000 

Slaves,  1,190,000 

^1,380,800 

They  have  increased  as  fast  as  the  white  peo- 
ple for  the  last  twenty  years,  though  not  for 
t!m  last  ten  years.  Their  importation  was  pro- 
hibited in  1800;  but  for  the  ten  preceding  years 
it  was  excessive. 

Th.ere  is  some  consolation  in  the  fact  that 
the  census  of  1810  furnishes — for  the  ten  pre- 
ceding years  the  blacks  had  increased  only  at 
the  rate  of  2J  per  cent,  per  annum,  wdiereas 
the  white  inhabitants  advanced  nearly  at  the 
rate  of  4 per  cent.  'Fhe  amount  of  blacks  in 
1819  will  be  about  1,600,000.  In  1790  they 
were  almost  a.jijth  of  the  whole;  in  181 9,  they 
will  be  a little  more  than  a sixth:  and  the  com- 
parative gain  will  gather  strength  as  time 
rolls  on. 

From  the  whole,  I conclude,  that  the  idea  of 
planting  a colony  in  Africa,  admitting  that  the 
blacks  may  be  as  willing,  and  have  as  much 
power  to  emigrate,  as  the  white  people  of  Eu- 
rope have  to  emigrate  to  America,  as  a means 
for  sensibly  diminishing  their  numbers  here,  is 
fallacious^  and,  except  for  the  solitary  pur- 
pose of  affording  to  some  the  ‘•possilAlity  of 
escape, as  urged  by  ^Tdoward,”  ought  to  be 
abandoned.  If  any  are  willing  to  embark  in  it 
for  that  humane  and  charitable  purpose,  they 
shall  have  my  best  wishes,  and,  with  them,  my 
mite  to  support  it. 

Let  us  look  at  home.  I repeat  my  desire 
“that  the  talents  and  influence,  with  the  wealth 
of  those  who  are  advocates  for  the  colonization 
plan,  might  be  domesticated  to  the  l elief,  the 
protection,  and  the  advancement  of  this  unfor- 
tunate race.”  And,  as  “Howard”  does  not 
appear  to  have  understood  my  meaning,  I will 
endeavor  to  explain  it. 

From  the  facts  manifested  it  seems  clearly 
to  result,  that  the  wished-for  work,  in  favor  of 
the  blacks,  must  be  effected,  if  effected  at  all, 
by  some  internal  regulations,  bottomed  upon  a 
lound  understanding  of  political  economy:  It 
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IS  to  the  discovery  and  perfection  of  such  re-]  would  send  their  children  to  school,  and  liv^ 
isolations  that  I wish  to  see  the  mind  and  purse  ! comfortably  themselves; — the  morals  of  the 
of  gentlemen  directed.  It  is  so  sliort  a time  (slaves  would  be  less  liable  to  corruption, — ai;d 
since  we  became  a nation — sucli  a little  while  they  would  be  more  content,  serve  their  inas- 


since  all  of  us  stood  ^apinu;  across  the  Jilim- 
tic  for  almost  ev^ery  thinj^  that  would  add  to 


ters  more  faithfully  and  receive  better  treat- 
ment; the  safety  of  the  white  population  would 


our  prosperity  or  lessen  our  ;i;rievances,  that l be  secure<l;  and,  lastly,  a jE^radual  change  of 
few  of  us  have  yet  learnt  to  look  at  home,  and  I would  be  eltected,  from  natu.-al 

count  the  things  that  we  ouj»;ht  to  be  acquainted  j causes — which  never  can  take  place,  exter.- 
witli  as  we  should  do.  An  incident,  or  anec-|sively,  unless  the  blacks  are  scattered.  I am 
dote,  that  occurred  to  me,  may  be  applied  injof  the  opinion,  that  if  the  whole  black  popula- 
its  ])rinciple  tohundi  eds  of  errors  amon;»st  us.[tion  of  the  United  States  was  equally  disprrs- 
Early  in  ihe  late  war,  a large  ship,  called  thejed  through  all  our  territories,  that.  aTter  a few 
Jainaica,  was  sent  as  a prize  into  Kaltimore — i generations,  a black'  person  would  be  a t arity, 
she  was  ladened  with  TOOhhds.  of  sugar;  the  ■ from  adventitious  mixtures  alone.  Aiul,querv 
whole  cargo  was  discharged  and  ])ai  aded  in  | — I offer  it  only  as  a query, — would  not  the 
formidable  rows,  for  inspection  and  sale.  Its  sable  color  retire  bv  degrees,  from  a simple 

association  of  its  possessors  with  white  peoule: 
Zealously  to  promote  their  empln''mi#'nt 


appearance  was  so  imposing,  that  a respectable 
gentleman  from  the  country,  that  I was  waiting 
upon  to  shew  to  him  whatever  was  remarkable 
in  our  city,  seriously  exclaimed,  that  there  was 


in  such  healthy,  and  otherwise  proper  branc’ies 
of  business,  that  we  know  serve  as  check's  to 
sugar  enough  on  tlie  wharf  to  supply  all  the , population.  ’These  are  numerous  and  very 
world!  1 smiled  at  his  notion — but  seeing  the  | powerful,  and  are  well  worth  enquiring  info. 


impression  tliat  it  had  made  on  his  mind,  I gave  I 
him  a lesson  which  he  has  several  times  since 


Very  respectfully, 

The  Editor  of  the  Weeldif  Jte^isier. 


thanked  me  fo'*;  and,  with  my  pencil,  con- 1 

Tinced  l.im  that  this  apparently  laightjM^ass,  1 &c. 

it  divided  among  the  people  ot  the  U.  states,) 

would  afford  to  each  a less  quantity  than  one- 1 . condition  ol  the  late  and  present  co’o- 
seventli  of  a oound.  Many  will  li.oU  at  the  "‘f*  ^ American  rontinent.  has 


latterly  excited  much  attention  in  T.urope  nnd 
the  United  States;  and  one  woiiki  suppose  rliat 
something  of  a decisive  character  was  about  to 
happen.  The  British  have  an  evitlout  leaning 
in  favor  of  the  Patriots,  and,  we  take  it  for 
granted,  that  they  will  not  act  them. 

Nay,  we  question  whether  the}"  will  sufter  anv- 
other  power,  except  Spain  hcVself,  to  do  it— 
and  supplies  of  men  and  arms.  See.  arc  opeiilv 
recruited  and  shipped  at  Jmndon,  See.  'J’iiough 
the  fact  is  not  officially  stated,  it  appeal  s to  be 
acknowledged,  that  Cmsar  .B,  Jlodneip  Johit 
Graham  and  Theodor ick  Bland,  esqs.  as  com- 
missioners, with  H.  M.  Brackenridge^  esij.  as 
their  secretary,  are  immediately  to"]U’oceed  in 
the  Congress  frigate  to  .'^outli  America.  ’The 
holdin-  states  for  receiving  the  freed  negroes,  of  their  mission  is  rather  o-uessed  at  than 

and  to  compel  them  by -ha^ts  of  violence,”  if  (<'.'<>'vn--l^ut  it  seenis  agreed  that  t!im 
necessary,  to  reside  in  those  states.  Manygood  1’?."“'^  o.itaiii  akmm  ledge  of  the  state  nj 
w^inld  flowfrom  this  i)r«cedure*-the|‘'’:"=*  V."  '"-'y  fur  i!s 


simple  idea  of  my  country  friend,  who  them- 
selves hold  opinions  that  as  well  deserve  to  be 
laughed  at.  See  the  essays  on  ^'Tolitical  Eco- 
nomy,in  the  last  volume  of  the  Weekly  Re- 
gister. 

But  I fear  to  become  tedious  and  shall  has- 
ten to  conclude.  And,  as  I hate  that  disposi- 
tion that  would  find  fault  with  any  thing  with- 
out suggesting  ‘•something”  to  accomplish  a 
desired  object,  I respectfully  propo.se  to  invite 
the  attention  of  humane  and  liberal  gentlemen 
to  certain  causes  that  may  lead  us  to  the  ef- 
fect: 

1.  To  encourage,  by  all  proper  means,  the 
emancipation  of  slaves. 

2.  To  make  arrangements  witli  the  non  slave- 


effects  wouia  now  irom  mis  p 
condition  of  the  freed  blacks  would  be  greatly 
improved  and  ameliorated; — they  would  fur- 
nish supplies  of  useful  and  necessary  laborers, 


future  direction.  The  British,  forman'y  years, 
have  had  such  commissioners  in  ‘•’outh  Ameri- 
ca; and,  it  is  said  that  they  really  h.ave  an  agent 

and  manv,  through  proGtable  employment,  "■>*''  '•^nUtcHal  power,, 

1_ ° ^ I though  ollicially  unacknowledged,  as  siiclqbv 


*I  would  insist  on  this  separation.  I know  of  no 
right  that  we  have  to  make  it,  but  I consider  it  in- 
dispensable to  the  good  of  all  parties — to  the 
white  people,  the  free  blacks  and  the  slaves.  The 
freed  negroes,  in  the-  slave-holding  states,  are  the 
worst  part  of  the  population; — centre  points  for 
every  sort  of  depravity  and  crime  in  their  several 
neigliborhoods.  And  the  fact  tluit  they  are  so,  is 
among  the  most  powerful  preventives  of  emancipa- 


either  party. 

A very  ably  tvritten  pamphlet  ha.s  latelv  hoen 
published  at  ’Washington,  addres«;ed  *^to 
President  of  the  Unitetl  vStates,  aiid  of  uiiicli 
Mr.  Brackenridge  is  said  to  be  t!ie  author,  l‘j 
which  the  e.stahlishmeiit  of ‘’official  rel'^tion 
with  tiie  republics  of  Ua  Plata  ami  f T.iii”  i- 
decidedly  recomirionded — saying,  find: 
nation  'will  have  ativ  past  rigiit  to  l e ; . <.l 
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with  it,”&c.  insisting,  tliat  such  relations  would 
bj  no  means  imply  that  we  must  make  war 
upon  Spain,  or  aid  these  republics — ‘hmr 
practice  as  well  as  the  practice  of  every  coun- 
try, considering  the  existence  ofa  government 
de  facta  as  sufticient  for  all  purposes  of  official 
Gonmiunications,"’  &c. — Considerable  import- 
ance has  been  ascribed  to  this  pamphlet,  on 
account  of  the  present  situation  of  its  author. 
Meanwhile,  certain  British  officers,  charged 
v/ith  a design  to  join  the  patriots  on  the  Oro- 
nocojhave  been  held  to  bail  by  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  and  cer- 
tain ’.mericans,  charged  with  piracy  fo!'  having 
served  on.  board  a patriot  privateer,  have  been 
acquitted  at  Boston. 

The  Democratic  Fress^  of  Philadelphia,  fur- 
nishes us  \yith  the  following  article  respecting 
the  Floridas — it  bears  a very  important  cha- 
racterj  but  we  shall  soon  hear  more  about  it,  if 
Mr.  binns  has  been  correctly  informed: 

“Gaptaia  Arnold,  otthe  ship  Lucy  from  Bordeaux, 
l»as  brought  out  despatches  for  government  from 
the  American  minister  at  the  court  of  Spain.  It  is 
presumed  that  these  despatches  relate  to  thenego 
ciations  carrying  on  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain  as  to  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas.  It  is 
distiiTctly  understood,  on  very  good  authority,  that 
Great  Britain  has  said  to  Spain,  “If  you  choose  to 
‘Hteep  the  Floridas  it  is  well;  but  if  you  determine 

sell  them,  we  think  we  have  a right  to  the  pre- 
“Terence  and  we  shall  expect  the  first  offer.”  This 
langTiage  hgs  offended  and  embarrassed  the  court 
of  iilsdrid,  although  we  do  not  believe  it  will  in- 
fluence its  determination;  indeed,  we  feel  confident 
that  that  determination  is  made,  and  is  now  in  the 
United  .States.  We  come  to  this  conclusion  from 
a knowledge  of  the/ac^  that  the  Spanish  minister, 
Don  Oils,  has  at  this  moment  in  his  possession 
SEALED  DESPATCHES  ffom  Jiis  court,  which  despatch- 
es he  is  directed  not  to  open  uiiiU  the  meefing  of 
cbngress  ! ! /”* 

As  to  the  Floridas— the  people  are  univer- 
sally anxious  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  On  a strong  rumor  sometime  ago  that 
a transfer  of  sovereignty  was  about  to  be  made, 
tliere  was  a general  rise  of  property  of  from 
3 to  460  fc-veent.  And  this,  at  least,  should 
be  done — if  Spain  cannot  defend  those  posses- 
sions, the  United  States  must,  provisionally 
take  charge  of  them,  in  self-defence.  Jlmelia^ 
famous  for  something  very"  much  like  smug- 
gling during  the  embargo,  &c.  by  “pious  and 
grave  faced”  men,  inward,  as  the  Jlurova  Iras 
it,  and  during  the  war  rendered  the  depot  of 
smugglers,  inward  and  outward,  is  now  the 
grand  theatre  of  it, , and  devoted  to  the  most 
objectionable  of  all  things — the  introduction  of 
slaves  from  Africa,  A single  man  unarmed,  but 
duly  authorized  by  our  government,  is  compe- 
tent to  take  and  keep  possession  of  Amelia 

•T j 

*The  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer  say — 
“So  far  from  any  treaty  or  co'TPipact  having  been 
concluded  for  the  cession  of  Florida  by  Spain  to 
the  United  States,  we  are  under  the  impression 
that  no  official  communications  have  passed  be- 
t'y”?n\he  tVv’o  governments  on  the  subject.” 


and  relieve  us  of  grievances  that  arc  too  exten-, 
sive  to  be  bore  any  longer  with  patience. 

The  exposition  of  the  ' upremc  Director  of 
the  provinces  of  the  Itio  de  la  Flata,  and  the 
diccowntoi  East  Florida,  in  erted  in  the  present 
number,  are  worthy  of  attention.  We  have 
also  some  geographical  intelligence  of  La  Fla^ 
ta,  which  shall  appear  next  week. 


Legislature  of  Counecticut. 

It  was  positively  stated  that  the  following  pream. 
bie  and  resolution,  having  passed  the  house  ol* 
representatives,  was  rejected  by  the  council. — - 
We  are  happy  to  say  that  it  passed  bolli  bran- 
ches of  the  legislature. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Oct.  23. 

The  committee,  to  whose  coiihideratioa  was  re- 
ferred that  part  of  the  speech  of  liis  excellency  the 
governor,  which  relates  to.th£  granting  of  honorary 
tokens  to  such  native  citizens,  as  have  performed 
meritorious  services  for  their  country,  beg  leave  to 
report: 

That  they  have  entered  upon  this  duty  with  plea- 
sure, because  the  recognition  of  eminent  virtue 
and  signal  worth  in  our  fellow-citizens,  is  always 
grateful;  and  is  peculiarly  so,  when  an  occasion 
is  given  to  repel  the  charge  of  ingratitude  towards 
benefactors,  too  often  imputed  to  free  republics. 

It  is  no  less  incumbent  on  a parent  state,  to  pro- 
tect the  weak,  vindicate  the  oppresed,  reward  and 
honor  the  sage  or  heroic  citizen,  than  it  is  his  duly 
lo  devote  to  her  freedom,  independence  and  happi- 
ness, the  powers  he  possesses.  By  a generous  in- 
terchange of  these  mutual  oblig-alions,  tlie  strongest 
ties  ef  patriotic  affectiosi  are  nourished  on  the  one 
hand;  and,  on  the  other,  the  best  security  of  public 
rights  is  acquired. 

Men  of  pure  and  honorable  sentiments  will  always 
be  deemed  the  property  of  their  Country;  and  will 
easily  be  induced  to  tnake  her  cause  their  own, 
when  she  freely  consecrates  their  virtues. 

The  public  character  of  a state  thus  becomes 
identified  in  thepage  of  civil  or  martial  history,  with 
that  of  her  distinguished  sons. 

Among  the  illustrious  events  of  the  late  war, 
commodore  Isaac  Hull,  a native  of  this  state,  ap- 
pears peculiarly  to  have  distinguished  his  fortunes, 
and  to  have  throiS^n  a blaze  of  glory  around  its  naval 
victories,  which  glowed  to  the  close  of  that  moment- 
ous period. 

To  manners  mild  and  conciliating,  a temper  amia, 
ble  and  resolute,  a mind  clear  and  well  balanced, 
and  a reputation  wholly  unblemished  in  private 
life,  this  gentleman  has  added  a coolness  and  intre- 
pedity  in  scenes  of  danger,  apparently  hopeless, 
which  enabled  hjm  to  bring  into  action  all  the  re- 
sources of  his  singular  nautical  skill;  and  in  the 
dreadful  time  of  battle  and  bloodahed,  to  exhibit 
the  highest  gallantry. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1812,  while  commanding  the 
Constitution,  com.  Hull  gave  chase’  to  a Bi'iush 
frigate.— -The  v/ind  was  too  light  for  him  to  over, 
take  her  before  night.  The  night  \Vas  calm 
When  morning  appeared,  he  found  himself  within 
gun-shot  of  a British  frigate,  a schooner,  a brig, 
three  other  frigates,  and  a ship  of  the  line.  A dead 
calm  still  prevailed.  The  condition  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  apparently  hopeless.  Deeming  her 
escape  impossible,  all  the  boats  of  the  British. 
5».qi<iadroi\  iv-ere  immediately  attached  lo  two  fr. 
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lies,  winch  gained  and  fired  upon  the  Constitution. 
Their  fire  was  returned;  and  such  was  the  skill, 
coolnc-ss  and  intrepidity,  with  which  the  commo- 
dore mai  oeuvred  his  ship,  that  after  a chase  of  six- 
ty-four hours,  in  wliich  liis  brave  officers  and  crew 
remained  at  their  quarters  witliout  a murmur,  lli, 
gall  nt  commodore  almost  incredibly  bi-ou-jht  oif 
Ins  sliip,  ami  effected  his  escape. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  August  following,  having  in 


2d  lieutenant  W.  M’Clintock,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
24*h  October,  1817,  vice  Lent,  dismissed. 

3d  lieutenant  James  Monroe,  to  be  2d  lieutenant, 
2d  May,  1817,  vice  Roberts,  deceased. 

3d  lieutenant  Robert  C.  Rrent,  to  be  2dlie!iteuL  '‘, 
13th  May,  1817,  vice  Prince,  promoted. 

3d  lieutenant  George  A.  Washington,  to  be 
lieutenant,  13th  May,  1817,  vice  lii'own,  deceases'. 
3d  lieutenant  Robert  J.  Scott,  to  be  2d  lieutenant. 


command  the  same  fortunate  ship,  commodore  15th  June,  1817,  vice  Rache,  promoted 


Hull  fell  in  with  the  British  frigate  Guerriere,  carry- 
ing in  fiict  49  guns,  and  about  tlie  size  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Tlije  enemy  attacked  Iier.  The  commo- 
dore received  the  tremendous  fire  with  coolness, 
and  obtained  by  his  skill  a favorable  position  within 
pistol  shot.  In  thirty  minutes,  he  dismasted  Ih^ 
enemy,  swept  his  decks,  reduced  liim  to  a w’reck, 
and  captured  the  frigate. 

The  committee  lake  leave  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  assembly,  a resolve  accompanying 
this  report. 

Respectfully — Per  Order, 

' JAMES  LAX.MAN,  Chairman. 

Resolved  by  this  assembly.  That  they  entertain  a 
high  and  respectful  sense  of  the  virtues,  gallantry, 
and  naval  skill,  of  tlieir  fellow  citizen,  commodore 


3d  lieutenant  Francis  N.  Berrier,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant, 19ih  June,  1817,  vice  XeviPe  promoted. 

3d  lieutenant  Alexander  F.  Cochran,  to  be  21 
lieutenant,  5Ui  August,  1817,  vice  Massey,  pi’o- 
moted. 

3d  lieutenant  Milo  Johnson,  to ie  2d  lieutenant, 
5lh  August,  1817,  vice  Dennis,  dismissed. 

3d  lieutenant  Robert  M.  Forsyth,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
tenant, 8th  September,  1817,  vice  Bosque,  dropped. 

3d  lieutenant  Tliomas  M’’.  Leodrum,  to  he  2d 
lieutenant,  50th  Sept.  1817,  vice  Denton  promoted 

3d  lieutenant  James  SpenCw,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
j ant, -29th  September,  1817,  vice  Anthony,  promoted, 

3d  lieutenai^^ Isaac  Adams,  to  be  2J  lieuten- 

ant, 14th  October,  1817,  vice  Earle,  deceased. 

3d  lieutenant  Win.  .M.  Graham,  to  be  2d  licu- 


Isaac  Hull;  that  an  elegant  sioord  and  a pair  of  pis-  tenant,  24th  October,  ISIT,  vice  M’Clintock,  pro- 
tols,  both  mounted  witli  gold,  with  suitable  insevip-  jmoted, 

tions,  and  manufactured  in  this  state,  be  procured; ! 3d  lieutenant  James  D.  Graham,  to  be  2d  lieu- 
and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  respectfully  j tenant,  31st  October,  1817,  vice  Gigniliat,  rcsigneil. 
requested  to  present  the  same  to  the  commodore  j 3d  lieutenant  Charles  Dispenville,  to  be  2d  licn- 
with  a copy  of  this  resolve,  as  honorary  tokens  of  the  I tenant,  31st  October,  1817,  vice  Graft’enriedle,  re 
liigh  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of  signed. 


this  state,  for  his  personal  w-ortb  and  public  servi- 
ces:  and  tha^  his  excellency  be  requested  to  do  tliis  | 
in  a manner  which  he  shall  deem  most  expressive  of 
the  sincerity  of  that  esteem. 


Army  of  the  United  States. 

Adj.  and  insp.  general’s  office,  JVov.  1,  1817. 

GENKUAL  ORDER. 

Promotions  and  uppeintments  to  fll  vacancies  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 
obunasce  department. 

1st  lieutenant  Rufus  L.  Baker,  to  be  captain,  21st 
May,  1817,  vice  Campliell,  dismissed. 

2d  lieutenant  John  W.  Thompson,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 21st  of  May,  1817,  vice  Baker,  promoted. 

3d  lieutenant  James  Simpson,  to  be  2d  lieute- 
nant, 21st  May,  1817,  vice  Thompson,  promoted. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

1st  lieutenant  Frederick  Dewi.s,  to  be  captain,  1st 
October,  1817,  vice  Cutbush,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  J.  L.  Smith,  to  be  1st  lieutenant,  1st 
October,  1817,  vice  Lewds,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieutenant  R.  W.  Pooler,  to  be  2d 
lieutenant,  1st  October,  1817,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 

CORPS  OF  ARTILLEHT. 

1st  lieutenant  John  Farley,  to  be  captain,  19th 
June,  1817,  vice  Biddle,  assistant  inspector  general. 

2d  lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Prince  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 13th  May,  1817,  vice  Spencer,  deceased. 

2d  lieutenant  Richard  Bache,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
15th  June,  1817,  vice  Randall  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  P.  J.  Neville,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
19th  June,  1817,  vice  Farley,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  M.  S.  Massey,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
5th  August,  1817,  vice  Goode,  dismissed. 

2d  lieutenant  T.  W.  Denton,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
oOtli  September,  1817,  vice  CoflRe. 

2d  lieutenant  Charles  Anthony,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 29th  September,  1817,  vice  M’Kenzie,  de- 
ceased. 


FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRT. 

1st  lieutenant  ‘William  C.  Beard,  to  be  captain,  1st 
May,  1817,  vice  Baker,  resigned. 

1st  lieutenant  William  Sumpter,  to  bfrcaptuin  31st 
May,  1817,  vice  Butler,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  M^addy  "S’.  Cobbs,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 15th  April,  1817,  vioe  Roes,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Samuel  Houston,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  May,  1817,  vice  Beard,  promoted. 

2 lieutenant  William  K.  Paulling,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 31st  May,  1817,  vice  Sumpter,  promoted. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

1st  lieutenant  W.  Browning,  to  be  captain,  1st 
November,  1817,  vice  Steele,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Robert  M.  Harri.son,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, l.st  November,  1817,  vice  Browning,  pro- 
moted. 

THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY, 

1st  lieutenant  John  Garland,  to  be  captain,  7th 
May,  1817,  vice  Adair,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  John  B.  Clark,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
7th  May,  1817,  vice  Garland,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Edward  E.  Brooks,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  June,  1817,  vice  Conway,  resigned. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

1st  lieutenant  John  M’Gavock,  Jr.  to  be  captain, 
1st  May,  1817,  vice  Callis,  resigned. 

1st  li<iutenant  James  H.  Gale,  to  be  captain  31si 
July,  1817,  vice  Neilson,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  John  C.  AVells,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
31st  May,  1817,  vice  M’Gavock,  promoted, 

2d  lieutenant  Francis  W.  Brady,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 31st  July,  1817,  vice  Gale,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  John  R.  Clark,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
31st  October,  1817,  vice  Randolph,  resigned. 

FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

2d  lieutenant  Oliphar.t  Martin,  to  he  first  lieuten- 
ant, 1st  July,  1817,  vice  Ilovey,  resigned. 

SEVENTH  regiment  OF  INFANTRY. 

1st  lieutenant  Wiliam  Bee,  jr.  to  be  captain,  30M:. 
April,  1817,  rice  Armstrong,  resigned. 
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1st  lieutenant. Joseph  .1.  Clirch,  to  be  captain,  31st 
May,  1817,  vice  Be  !,  resignetl. 

1st  lieuienant  Thomas  BiackstOH,  to  be  captain, 
Slst  1B17,  vice  B iley,  dis  nissed. 

1st  lieuienant  Jacob  Ibp'on,  to  be  captain,  1st 
June,  1817,  vice  Mallory,  resig’ned. 

21  lieu'ciunt  Reojamin  II  Cliristlsn,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant,  30tli  April  1817,  ' ice  Ber,  jr.  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  C'larles  Betts,  to  be  Isl  lieutenant, 
31st  M y,  1817,  vice  Clinch,  promoted. 

2 ieutenant  Daniel  E.  l>urch,  to  be  1st  lieuten» 
ant,  7th  ,Furie,  1817. 

KIGHTH  REGIMENT  OF  JNFANTRT. 

1st  lieutenant  Thomas  Wright,  to  be  captain, 
25th  September,  1817,  vice  Mountjoy,  resigned. 

2d  li  utenant,  Nathaniel  Y >ung,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 26ih  June,  1817,  vice  Hopkins,  deceased. 

2 ’ lie  ■ en:  ut  Sa'tHiel  Riddle,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
13th  Au-ust,  1817,  vice  Whistler,  dropped. 

2d  lieutenant,  John  Maul,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
20th  August,  1817,  vice  Guy,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  Farly  Eddy,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
12-h  September,  1817,  vice  Stephens,  dropped. 

2d  lieutenant  Richard  B.  Mason,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 25th  September,  1817,  vice  Wright,  pro- 
pioteid. 

RIFLE  BEGTJIENT. 

1st  lieutenant  Joseph  Calhoun,  jr.  to  be  OApt^in, 
Slst  March,  1817,  Vice  Kean,  resigned. 

I*;!  lieutenant  James  li.  Ballard,  to  be  captain, 
22d  April,  1817,  vice  Shipp,  deceased. 

2d  lieutenant  James  S,  Gray,  to  be  l^t  lieutenant, 
Slst  March.  1817,  vice  Calhoun,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomai*  F.  Smith,  to  be  1st  lieu 
tenant,  22d  April,  1817,  vice  Ballard,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  to  be  1st  lieulen- 
an’,,  1st  July,  1817,  vice  Hamilton,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  William  S.  Blair,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 15th  July,  1817,  vice  Harrison,  dropped. 

2 1 lieutenant  Horace  Broughton,  to  be..lst  lieu 
tenant,  31st  July,  1817,  vice  Hollingsworth,  re- 
signed. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

John  Biddle,  to  be  assistant  inspector  general, 
19th  June,  1817. 

William  Baker,  to  be  post  surgeon,  20th  June, 
1817. 

Clajon  Reiley^to  be  hospital  surgeon’s  mate,  Slst 
Ocobtr,  1817. 

S.  C.  Muir,  to  be  hospital  surgeon’s  mate,  Slst 
Ooto!>cr,  1817. 

Simeon  Knight,  tp  be  battalipn  paymaster,  16tb 
May,  1817. 

James  Spencer,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  artil- 
lery, 17th  July,  1817,  promoted. 

Isaac  A.  Adams  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  artil- 
lery, 17th  July,  1817,  promoted. 

Win.  M.  Graham,  lo  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, 17th  July,  1817,  prompted. 

Jas.  1).  Graham,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  artil- 
lery, 17th  July,  1817,  promoted. 

Charles  Despinville,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  17th  July,  1817,  promoted. 

John  C.  Kirk,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  artil- 
lery, 17th  July,  1817. 

John  R.  Vinton,  to  3d  lieutenant  corps  pf  artil- 
lery, 17  h July,  1817. 

Richard  B.  Lee,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  artil- 
lery, 17th  July,  1817. 

Frrdei'ick  L.  GrlfRth  to  be  Sd.lieutenant  corps  of; 
arliliery,  17th  July,  1817. 

Edward  1.  Lambert,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  17th  July,  1817. 


William  G.  M’Neill.  to  be  3d  lieulenam  corps  of 
artillery,  17ih  July,  1817 

Angus  W,  M’Djualrl,  to  bo  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
•anillery,  17tb  July,  1817. 

Henry  Berryman,  to  he  3d  liutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  17th  J.dy,  1817. 

Constantine  M.  Eakin,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps 
of  artillery,  I7th  July,  1817. 

John  D OiT,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of  artillery, 
17*h  July,  1817. 

Ethan  A.  Hitchcock,  to  be  3-1  lieute.oant  corps  of 
artillery,  17th  July,  1817. 

John  M Washington,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  I7i:'  July,  1817. 

Ma'thew  A.  Patrick,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  I8th  August,  1817. 

Jtremial;  Yaucev,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
.artillery,  18tb  August,  1817. 

Wilson  Whartley,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  4t.h  September,  1817. 

B.  Favrot,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  1st  infanU’y,  8th 
May,  1817. 

William  Kerr,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  1st  infantry, 
14th  August,  1817. 

Robert  B.  llarney,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  1st  infantry, 
18th  August,  1817. 

Richard  Douglass,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  2d  infan- 
try, 14th  J.ily,  1817. 

Michael  F.  Vandevehter,  to  he  2d  lieutenant  2d 
infintry,  22  ’ July,  1817 

G-.'orge  W.  Stall,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  3d  infantry, 
4th  September,  1817. 

William  F.  Taylor,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  4tli  Infan- 
try, 18th  August,  1817. 

M H.  Elliot,  to  be  surgeon,  4th  infantry,  Slst 
October,  1817. 

Ephraim  K,  Barnum,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  lAth 
June,  1817,  5th  infantry, 

Samuel  S,  Stacey,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  22d  July, 
1817,  5th  infantry. 

Rjphard  H.  Ashley,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  30th  July^ 
1817,  5lh  infantry. 

Henry  Green,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate  5th  infantry, 
22d  July,  1817. 

Zalmon  C.  Palmer,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  6th  infan- 
try, 16tli  June,  1817. 

Daniel  E.  Burch,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  7th  infantry, 
15 Lh  June,  1817,  promoted. 

John  B.  Hogan,  to  be  paymaster  7th  infantry, 
25th  September,  1817. 

Fariy  Eddy,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  8th  infantry,  1 ;th 
August,  1817,  promoted. 

Richard  B.  Mason,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  8th  infan- 
cry,  2d  September,  1817,  promoted. 

Arthtp*  Nelson,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate,  31st  Octo-, 
ber,  1817. 

Willianri  G.  Shade,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  rifle regi- 
nsent,  22d  May,  1817. 

John  Gantt  to  2d  lieutenant  rifle  regiment,  24th 
May,  1817. 

Gabriel  Field,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  rifle  regiment, 
24th  May,  1817. 

John  Clark,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  rifle  regiment, 
20 vh  June,  1817. 

Charles  Pentland,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  rifle  regi- 
ment, 9tli  October,  1817. 

By  order,  P.  PARKER. 

^dj.  and  ins.  gen. 

Note. — It  is  believed  vacancies  exist  which  may 
alter  the  dates  of  some  promovions  when  the  casual- 
ties are  officially  reported.  When  the  academic 
staff*  do  not  otherwise  recommend  the  rank  of  ca- 
dets, promoted  on  the  same  day,  it  is  settled  by  thj^ 
date  of  warrant. 
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Naval  Aflairs. 

FHOM  THK  NIARARA  .TOUKXAI.. 

Tlie  fotlowinj^  has  been  handed  to  us  for  publi- 
cation, as  tije  result  of  the  pro^'cedini^s  of  the 
court  martial  recently  held  at  I'rie,  Fa.  for  the 
iri.tl  ofeapt.  D.  S.  Dexter,  naval  commander  on 
this  station,  on  charges  preferred  against  him  by  | 
lieut.  Wi.sli. 

Navv  Di-.paiitmknt, 
Sept.  29,  1817. 

Sin— I transmit  to  you  herewith,  a copy  of  the 
sentence  of  the  general  court-martial,  convened  at 
Krie,  Pa.  for  your  trial,  upon  cliarges  preferred  by 
lieut  Wish. 

It  is  higldy  satisfactory  to  the  navy  depai  tment, 
that  an  officer  of  yotir  rank  ami  meritorious  servl- 
CPS,  should  be  honorably  acquitted  upon  charges 
seriously  affecting  your  character,  by  the  unani 
mous  decision  of  a respectable  court. 

You  will  immediately  resume  the  command  of 
the  naval  station  at  Erie, 

lam,  very  respectfully,  your  obd’t  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  J\'avy. 

DEN J AMIN  HOMANS, 
papt.  DaniblS.Dkxter, 

ConuP^.  naval  officer^  Erie^  Pa. 

Sentence  of  a general  court-martial,  convened  at 
the  house  of  John  Dixon,  in  the  borough  of  Erie, 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  11,  1817,  agreeably 
to  an  adjournment  from  the  U.  S.  brig  Niagara, 
lying  in  the  said  harbor,  for  the  trial  of  Daniel  S. 
Dexter,  esquire,  a master  commandant  in  the 
navy  of  the  U.  States,  on  charges  and  specifica- 
tions of  charges  exhibited  against  him,  by  John 
A Wish,  esq.  a lieutenant  in  the  navy. 

Sept.  16, 1817,  9 o’clock,  A.  M. 
The  court  met  agreeably  to  adjournment,  the 
president,  members  and  acting  judge  advocate  all 
present,  capt.  Dexter  having  delivered  and  read  his 
defence,  the  court  pronounced  the  following  sen 
tence. 

The  court,  after  maturely  deliberating  on  the 
testimony  in  support  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions of  charges  preferred  against  D.  S.  Dexter, 
master  commandant,  U.  States  Navy,  by  lieut. 
Wish,  unanimously  acquit  him,  in  a full  and  honora- 
ble manner;  it  not  appearing  to  said  court  that  any 
censure  should  attach  to  his  conduct  as  command- 
ing officer.  The  court  unanimously  concur  in  opi- 
nion, that  the  good  of  the  service  requires  the 
removal  of  certain  officers,  who  united  by  factious 
feelings,  have  endeavored  to  destroy  the  charactei- 
of  their  commander  by  such  steps  as  are  calculated 
to  bring  odium  on  the  service,  and  to  produce  in- 
subordination,’tis  highly  important  should  be  dis- 
countenanced. 

The  court  feel  the  necessity  of  recommending 
this  measure  from  the  bad  footing  on  which  these 
officers  appear  to  be  with  the  citizens  of  Erie,  when 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  cultivated  a good  and 
friendly  understanding,  and  to  have  taken  no  steps 
whereby  social  intercourse  could  have  been  de- 
stroyed. The  court,  viewing  in  a most  odious  light 
anonymous  and  secret  communications,  made  to 
destroy  the  character  and  reputation  of  a man,  and 
considering  the  authors  of  such  as  cowardly  calum- 
niators, cannot  but  feel  a solemn  regret  that  an 
officer  and  applicant  for  the  command  of  the  sta- 
tion, should  liave  perused  such  a communication 
against  his  commander,  containing  the  basest  libels, 
without  making  known  to  that  officer  that  he  had 
seen  such  communications,  and  v/arned  him  against 


\ the  insidious  atcack  of  an  assas.sin.  Tim  court 
I consider  him  bound  so  lo  do  not,  only  from  dmy, 
but  by  that  sacred  tie  of  fraternltv  which  binds  men 
I of  high  and  honorable  feelirg-,  embarked  in  the 
I profession  of  arms,  in  defence  of  iheir  ' 'iuntrv. 

I (Signed)  R.  T.  SFENXE, 

Pr'esiderit  of  the  Court, 
Ralph  Mautix,  .Icthiy  .hulrre  , Advocate. 


New  York  Battery. 

i)..P4  rr  >i  knt  of  w ar,"^ 
October  24,  1817  5 

Sth — I am  directed  by  the  Fresident  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  you  addressed 
to  him  on  the  9th  inst.  in  relation  to  a subject 
which  has  unfortunately  given  rise  to  an  unpleasant 
controversy  between  the  corporation  of  New  York 
and  the  general  officer  commanding  the  troops  of 
the  United  Slates  in  that  department. 

Had  it  been  known  to  the  President  that  the 
erecting  of  buildings  on  the  main  land  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  adjoining  the  battery  at  New  York, 
was  contrary  to  the  w’ishes  of  the  corporation  of 
that  city,  he  would  not  liave  authorized  the  erection 
j of  them,  and  he  deeply  regrets  that  he  was  not  ap- 
prized  of  the  fact  before  the  corporation  undertook 
to  direct  tlieir  street  commissioner  to  perform  an 
act  incompatible,  as  he  thinks,  with  the  cession  of 
soil  made  by  the  corporation  of  New  York,  and 
that  of  jurisdiction  made  by  the  state  to  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

Whether  the  United  States  have  or  have  not  a 
right  to  erect  buildings  of  the  description  con- 
templated by  the  commanding  general,  on  the 
ground  ceded  to  them  by  the  corporation  of  New 
York,  is  a qu-eslion  on  which,  as  vou  justly  obs^^rve, 
the  judicial  authority  is,  perhaps,  alone  competent 
to  decide.  Until  such  decision,  the  Fresident  deems 
it  improper  to  perform  any  act  which  may  be  consi- 
dered a relinquislunent  of  the  right.  With  this 
reservation,  he  does  not  hesitate,  in  a spirit  of  ac- 
commodation, to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  citizens  of  New  York.  I have  the 
pleasure,  therefore,  to  inform  you  that  orders  have 
been  given  to  prevent  the  erection  of  the  buildings 
in  question,  and  to  remove  the  materials. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideratioti 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO:  GRAHAM. 

Jacob  liadcliff.  Esq.  JMayor  of  the  city  of  York 


South  America. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  I.'«T£tl.IGEIf CF.R. 

The  gentleman  who  has  been  polite  enough  to 
hand  to  us  for  publication  the  exposition  of  Jjresi- 
dent  Pueyrredon,  prefaces  it  with  the  following  re- 
marks: 

“Fueyrredon  has  been  much  praised  and  con- 
demned by  some  among  us.  The  public  mind  h.as 
been  illy  informed,  either  as  to  his  individual  cha- 
racter, or  that  of  the  government,  at  the  head  of 
which  he  has  been  placed.  Much,  however,  may 
be  fairly  deduced  from  tliis  address.  It  shews  that 
the  government  has  as  accomplislied  men  and  a.s 
fine  talents  at  its  command,  as  that  of  any  other 
civilized  nation  on  eartli.  It  shows  what  prodigious-^ 
difficulties  the  new  government  has  had  to  .sur- 
I mount,  and  with  what  variety  of  factions  and  vio- 
lence it  has  been  opposed.  It  gives  us  lo  under- 
stand, that  equality  and  ease  of  taxalion;  tliat  pub- 
lic credi»;  that  the  dissemination  of  information,  hy 
th«  establishment  of  public  colleges  and  schools; 
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that  the  training:  the-  militia  and  arming  the  people; 
and,  what  is  ctirious,  that  the  enthusiasm  of  liberty 
has  risen  to  sudli  a pitch,  lihey  have,  like  the  Romans 
auer  the  battle  of  Camix,  even  enlisted  and  armed 
their  slaves.  In  short,  it  altogether  evinces,  that 
ail  the  great  principles  ofliberty  are  already  under- 
stood by  the  people,  and  engrafted  into  the  govern- 
ment. 

‘•But  it  is  not  among  the  least  curious  facts  of 
this  interesting  paper,  to  observe,  that  Pueyrredon, 
that  base  tyrant,  as  he  has  been  called  by  some 
ttinong  us,  complains  very  seriously  of  the  severe 
and  unmerited  strictures  of  the  press  upon  his  con- 
duct. This  is  a proof  of  the  existence  of  liberty; 
for  real  tyrants  never  stoop  to  complain,  where  it 
IS  perfectly  in  their  power  to^  subdue  and  punish, 
'fhere  was  no  act  of  Pueyrredon’s  which,  perhaps, 
lias  been  more  imprudent  or  cruel,  or  one  which 
has  so  extensively  and  materially  injured  him  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world,  and  of  this  country  in  par- 
ticular, as  that  of  his  causing  certain  of  his  country- 
men to  be  transported  to  the  United  States.  The 
act,  in  itself,  shews  clearly,  that  he  dared  not  inflict 
upon  them  a more  severe  punishment;  but,  by  send- 
ing them  here,  he  placed  it  in  their  poww  to  make 
known  their  wror.gs  and  injuries  to  the  whole  world, 
with  every  circumstance  of  aggravation  and  high 
colouring,  which  a deep  sense  of  ihjury  and  injus- 
tice would  naturally  inspire.  The  general  circula- 
tion of  their  story  has  had  a manifest  tendency  to 
injure  that  very  cause  ofliberty,  in  which  they  have 
been  so  zealously  engaged,  and  have  suffered  so 
much.  The  relation  of  their  story  has  induced 
many,  who  were  too  indolent  to  reflect  or  inquire, 
to  take  up  an  opinion,  that  nothing  like  liberty,  in 
fact,  did,  or  perhaps  could,  exist  in  their  country; 
and  has  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  sly  enemies  of 
the  rights  of  man  an  argument  against  the  patriot 
cause,  which  they  were  so  anxious  to  procui’O-  That 
those  persons  have  been  treated  injudiciously,  we 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  with  any  one;  and  w^ 
also,  for  ourselves,  feel  equally  confident  in  the  be- 
lief, that  they  have  been  treated  with  great  injus- 
tice and  harshness  and  even  cruelty.  But  partial 
evil,  human  frailty,  or  individual  error,  should  not 
be  suffered  to  warp  or  to  prejudice  our  feelings  and 
our  judgments,  in  contemplating  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  a whole  nation. 

“It  is  with  infinite  regret  that  we  have  noticed  in 
some  newspapers  an  intimation,  that  great  commer- 
cial advantages  are  to  be  demanded  and  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  new  government  of  our  continent, 
as  the  price  of  the  recognition  of  them  by  this 
republic.  What,  Americans  barter  for  liberty! 
Trade,  strike  a bargain,  and  adjust  the  price  at 
which  they  will  acknowledge  the  justice  of  the 
cause  of  those  who  are  struggling  to  disenthral 
themselves  from  the  chains  of  despotism,  and  are 
endeavoring  to  obtain  a freedom  similar  to  that 
which  they  enjoy!  It  would  be  disgraceful!  No,  we 
feel  confident  that  no  such  traffic  will  be  set  on 
foot;  it  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  honor  and 
the  dignity  of  our  country;  of  which,  there  is  no 
man  who  entertains  a more  just  and  elevated  sense, 
than  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  this  nation.” 

Exposition  of  the  proceedings  of  the  supreme  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Provinces  of  South  AmericUf 
during  the  present  administration. 

The  evjls  which  had,  in  succession,  since  the  year 
1810,  occasioned  our  calamities,  and  retarded  the 
progress  of  our  sacred  cause,  appear  to  have  all 
Conspired  to  assail  us  at  the  same  moment,  threat- 
ening to  reduce  our  political  existence  to  its  last 


agonies,  towards  the  close  of  1815.  The  few  r^T 
maining  forces,  which  we  had  saved  from  tlie  un“ 
happy  field  of  Sipesipe,  seemed  to  be  on  the  point 
of  dissolution.  The  army  which  had  been  organiz- 
ed in  the  province  of  Cuyo,  for  the  purpose  of 
marching  upon  Chili,  beheld  itself  insecure  even  in 
its  entrenchments.  The  enemy,  proud  of  his  victo- 
ries, had  already  laid  his  plans  to  entrammel  the 
inhabitants  of  those  districts,  who  were  distracted 
by  opposite  councils,  and  who  dared  not  indulge  a 
hope  that  through  our  means,  they  might  be  shield- 
ed from  the  impending  dangers.  The  national  trea- 
sury was  not  only  inadequate  to  Clie  satisfaction  of 
the  demands  upon  it,  but  even  to  provide  for  the 
most  urgent  wants.  The  public  spirit  of  the  differ- 
ent provinces  had  lost  sight  of  the  common  danger, 
and  occupied  itself,  exclusively,  in  the  visionary 
projects  of  seeking  liberty  in  the  dissolution  of  eve- 
ry tie.  Discord  had  taken  possession  of  all  hearts, 
expelling  every  gemyrous  and  honorable  sentiment. 
The  citizens  of  the, same  land  displayed  their  valor 
only  in  mutual  destruction  or  distrust;  assailing 
their  best  fiuends  and  benefactors.  Subordina- 
tion amongst  the  military  was  disregarded  by  the 
lowest  subalterns.  The  public  authorities  were 
only  respected  as  they  gave  countenance  to  crime, 
to  error,  to  licentiousness.  It  grieves  me,  fellow 
citizens,  to  speak  it,  but  I must  be  faithful  to  truth 
when  I undertake  to  trace  the  revolting  picture, 
which  oar  country  then  exhibited  to  the  contem- 
plation of  the  world;  the  acknowledgement  of  our 
errors  can  bring  upon  us  no  disgrace,  when  made 
with  the  virtuous  resolution  of  correcting  them; 
nor  am  I the  first  friend  of  his  country  who  has 
publicly  deplored  our  past  melancholy  situation; 
piirdon  me,  therefore,  if  I proceed.  Calumny,  with 
her  baleful  train,  had  seated  herself  in  the  midst  of 
us,  scattering  her  poisons  through  the  minds  of 
our  most  respectable  fellow  citizens.  The  capital 
of  the  stale,  which,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  trying 
difficulties,  had  preserved  a certain  dignity  of  cha- 
racter, now  appeared  to  be  the  focus  of  all  the  pas- 
sions, which  distracted  every  part  of  our  country. 
Fractions  of  every  party  were  here  encountered  ip 
estate  of  the  utmost  exasperation,  while  the  immi- 
nence of  the  public  dangers  served  but  as  the  pre- 
texts for  the  indulgence  of  mutual  revenge;  accus- 
ing one  another  with  the  origin  of  the  general  dis- 
tresses, and  breathing,  mutually,  the  most  inju- 
rious suspicions. 

The  magnanimous  people  of  Buenos  Ayres,  to 
whom  the  praise  cannot  be  denied,  of  having. im- 
poverished themselves  in  affording  aid  to  brethren 
engaged  in  the  same  glorious  cause,  were  on  the 
point  of  experiencing  a reaction,  whose  consequen- 
ces would  have  proved  radically  destrutive  to  the 
character  and  existence  of  La  Plata.  Anarchy,  in 
a word,  had  lighted  up  a universal  copflagration. 
Nor  was  this  all;  when  now  it  might  have  been 
supposed  that  the  measure  of  our  afflictions  had 
been  full,  the  troops  of  Portugal  made  their  appear- 
ance on  the  northern  borders  of  this  river,  availing 
themselves  of  our  discords;  for  these,  unhappily 
unknown  to  ourselves,  had  but  too  w^l  seconded 
the  interests  of  the  neighboring  court.  New  dan- 
gers here  presented  themselves,  new  occasions  to 
sow  discords,  and  a new  impulse  was  given  to  the 
torrent  of  personal  enmities,  rendering  even  loyal- 
ty suspicious.  It  is  no  easy  task,  fellow  citizens, 
to  draw  a just  picture  of  our  misadventures,  or  to 
enumerate  the  perils  over  which  your  firmness  has 
happily  triumphed.  You  all  remember  that  the 
evils  which  thus  assailed  us,  began  to  diminish  at 
the  very  moment  when  we  had.yielded  to  despair. 
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The  supreme  concfress,  into  whose  bane’s  the  peo 
pie  had  confided  their  Sifely,  had  just  been  insUd- 
ledat  Tucuman.  Those  who  were  called  upon  to 
be  legislators  oF  their  country,  ami  to  fix  its 
destiny,  by  the  wisdom  of  their  councils,  were  com 
peiied  more  tlian  once  to  exert  their  courage,  and 
to  encounter,  with  intrepidity,  the  dangers  which 
threatened  to  proFune  tins  last  asylum  that  remain- 
ed to  our  country  in  its  misfortunes.  The  pru 
deuce,  the  integrity,  the  fortitude  of  this  august 


due,  that  the  constituted  authorities  have  been  sup- 
ported in  despite  of  the  boldest  innovators;  to  this 
am  I to  attribute  the  reconciliation  of  those  who  be- 
fore regarded  themselves  us  having  reason  to  be  my 
enemies:  to  this,  to  say  all  in  a word,  it  is  due  that 
obedience  to  the  lawful  authorities,and  the  love  of  or- 
der, constitute  at  present  the  prevailing  temper  of 
th  e provinces  over  whose  destinies  I have  tl  e honor  te 
preside  as  chief  magistrate.  It  were  a presumptu- 
ous folly  to  assert,  thattliis  has  been  established  on 


body,  presMiied  to  the  provinces  the  delightful  foundations  tliat  are  proof  against  every  attempt; 
spectacle  of  an  autlioviiy  which  captivated  their; the  present  age  offers  but  two  many  examples  of 
submission,  not  less  by  tiie  jusi  title  of  its  elevated  i how  fallible,  in  these  particulars,  are  all  political 


origin,  than  by  the  animated  zeal,  and  the  vigorous 
energy  w'hich  it  displayed  in  the  first  steps  of  its 
illustrious  march,  'fhe  boldest  passions  were  com- 
pelled to  renounce  their  extravagant  designs;  and 


institutions;  but  how  disgraceful  ought  we  to  consi- 
der the  conduct  of  those  wiio  meditate  a repetition  of 
these  mournful  scenes,  in  our  country:  it  is  proper 
to  hope,  that,  in  future,  restless  s[)irits  will  be  more 


if  in  Some  disiricis  tiiey  had  the  i merity  to  attempt  i easily  repressed  than  in  the  earlier  part  of  t!ie  pre- 
new  excesses,  the  celerity  wii’n  witich  they  were  I sent  administration.  'I'hen  it  was  that  the  extin- 
su]jjjressed,  .'•carc<dy  allowed  time  to  their  authors ! guishment  of  anarchy  claimed  our  first  attention;  yet 


to  sue  for  meicy  The  seditious,  notwithstanding, 
still  harbored  the  design  of  putting  vigilance  to 
sleep,  in  order  1. at  they  inigh  snatch  the  opportu- 
nity of  insulting  whatever  was  most  respectable. 
It  was  at  ihi.s  crisis  iliat  the  supreme  representa- 
tion deigned  to  invest  me  with  tli£  honorable,  but 
awful,  distinction  or  supreme  director  of  the  state. 
Tliis  was  not  the  first  time  1 liad  been  clothed  with 


we  were  by  no  means  free  from  other  assailant.s,\vhom 
it  was  necessary  to  or  pose  with  our  utm.ost  efforts. 
The  interior  provinces  were  threatened  by  the  near 
approach  of  die  enemy,  with  a more  mimcroiio  and 
effective  force  than  tliey  had  ever  brouglit  into  the 
field;  to  concentrate  our  own  was  impossible,  from 
the  want  of  means  to  transport  them  hundreds  of 
league.s,  and  from  their  already  occupying  posts 


authority,  and  that  1 had  already  experienced  the  j from  which  they  could  not  be  spared — Moreover  1 
bitter  mortificai ion  attendant  upon  it,  was  too  well  i experienced  the  most  painful  embarrassment  of 
known  not  to  regard  my  acceptance  as  a sacrifice,  j mind,  wlien  compelled  to  clionsc  between  two  ex- 
At  that  time  a member  of  the  supreme  bo«ly,  I j tremes  equally  perilous:  to  abandon  the  districts  of 
knew  w'ell  the  mass  of  evils  that  would  weigh  up- j the  interior,  and  the  army  whicli  covered  them,  to 
on  me;  but  even  these,  in  tlie  midst  of  anxiety  and!  the  utmost  liazard  or  to  desist  from  the  attempt  to 
fears,  urged  my  submission  to  the  supreme  will.  re-conquer  Chili,  exposing  the  province  of  Cuyo  to 
I had  Roriglit  to  expect  that  my  elevation  would  subjugation.  I at  length  adopted,  the  course  inspir- 
meet  the  approbation  of  everyone;  and  the  calami-  ed  by  courage,  baffling  tlic  plans  of  liie  enemy's 
ty  of  the  tunes  caused  me  to  fear  that  my  election  generals,  L i Serma,  and  Marco.  Tiie  patriot  army, 
might  give  rise  to  new  disturbances.  The  result  against  which  tliat  of  Lima  was  intended  to  operate. 


did  not  disappoint  my  anticipations.  I saw  myself 
compelled  to  subdue  the  hearts  of  my  personal  ene- 
mies; butl  now  considered  my  person  as  exclusive- 
ly devoted  to  the  public  cause.  Invested  with  the 


was  rapidly  reinforoed,  tlie  discipline  and  subt>rdi- 
nation,  which  had  been  lost  during  the  period  of 
our  reverses,  were  in  a short  time  restored. — 
Its  present  strength,  respectability,  and  efficiency 


chief  magistracy,  I set  off  from  the  bosom  of  tbej  is  known  to  you,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  our 
supreme  congress,  for  the  province  of  Salta,  and ! fellow-cilizens;  and  more  would  you  have  seen,  if 


had  the  good  fortune  to  compose  the  loud  dissen- 
lions  which  had  set  at  variance  the  citizens  and  the 
soldiers;  and,  having  prepared  the  elements  which 
afterwards  procured  for  the  Sallinians  their  well 
earned  fame,  I proceeded  to  the  army,  examined 
its  situation,  inspected  the  fortifications,  and,  giv- 
ing such  orders  as  the  occasion  might  require,  I 
returned  to  Tucuman,  where  I had  the  proud  satis- 
faction of  hastening,  by  my  influence,  the  memora- 
ble act  and  solemn  declaration  of  our  independence. 
I pursued  my  journey  to  the  capital  of  Cordova, 
where,  according  to  previous  arrangement,  I was 
expected  by  general  St.  Martin,  in  order  to  settle 
the  plans  for  rescuing  Chili  from  the  power  of  the 
Spaniards.  From  Cordova,  with  what  painful  in- 
quietude did  I stretch  my  view  towards  theagitat- 


the  enemy  who  now  flies  before  us,  beaten  and  bum- 
bled had  not  encountered  a rampart  of  loyalty  and 
valour  in  the  province  of  Salta. 

The  army  of  Cuyo,  far  from  giving  way  to  tliat  of 
Peru,  maintained  i<s  ground,  until  regiments  were 
marched  from  that  capital  to  its  reinforcement; 
new  regiments  were  created  with  a rapidity  almost 
incredible,  through  the  noble  devotedness  and  ge- 
nerous liberality  of  that  province,  in  (<rder  to  acce- 
lerate the  final  preparations,  for  setting  on  foot  the 
stupendous  design,  which  had  been  formed,  of  scal- 
ing the  Andes;  whose  successful  issue  wdll  afford 
to  other  nations  some  means  of  estimating  tjie  re- 
spectability of  our  power,  as  it  has  struck  tciTor  in- 
to the  minds  of  our  enemies;  has  kindled  gratitude 
in  the  hearts  of  our  brethern  of  Chili,  and  erected 


ed  population  of  Buenos  Ayres!  I appeal  to  you  the  most  splendid  monuments  of  the  pov/er  aitd 
leliow  citizens,  as  the  witnesses  of  the  well-founded  ‘ ’ 
causes  of  my  fears;  and  permit  me,  passing  by  the 
perils  of  my  transit,  to  fix  your  attention  on  the  first 
days  of  mv  arrival  in  this  capital.  What  violence 
of  passions!  How  many  jarring  interests!  My  reso- 
lution was  taken.  I hastened  to  fulfil  the  obliga- 
tions of  my  oath.  I announced  to  the  people  that 
the  past  should  be  forgotten,  tliat  those  who  de- 
served well  of  their  country  should  be  rewarded. 

Fellow  citizens,  I liave  not  failed  in  my  promises, 


glory  of  our  country. 

The  army  of  tliis  capital  was  organized  at  the. 
same  time,  with  those  of  the  Andes  and  of  the  inte- 
rior; the  regular  ibree  has  been  nearly  doubled;  the 
militia  has  made  great  progress  in  military  discipline; 
our  slave  population  has  been  formed  into  battalions, 
ami  taught  the  military  art  as  far  as  is  consisteuc 
with  their  condition.  The  capital  i«  under  no  ap 
prehension,  that  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  can 
shake  its  liberties,  and  should  the  Peninsularian.^ 


nor  shall  lever  have  reason  to  repent  me  of  my  j send  against  us  thrice  that  number,  ample  provision 
conduct.  To  this  course,  and  to  your  virtues,  it  is ) has  been  made  to  receive  them. 
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0:ir  navy  has  been  fostered  in  all  its  branches; 
the  scarcity  of  means  under  which  we  labored  un- 
til now  has  ilot  prevented  us  from  undertaking  very 
considerable  operations,  with  respect  to  the  nation- 
al vessels;  all  of  tliem  have  been  repaired,  and 
others  have  been  purchased  and  armed,  for  the  de- 
f<nce  of  oirr  coasts  and  rivers;  provisions  have 
been  made,  should  necessity  require  it,  for  arming 
many  more,  so  that  the  enemy  wdll  not  find  himself 
secure  from  our  reprisal  even  upon  the  ocean. 

Our  military  force,  at  every  point  which  it  occu- 
pies, seems  to  be  animated  by  the  same  spirit:  its 
tactics  are  uniform,  andliave  undergone  a rapid  im- 
provement from  the  science  and  experience  whicli 
it  has  borrowed  from  v/arlike  nations.  Otu*  arsenals 
have  been  replenished  with  arms,  and  a sufficient 
store  of  cannon  and  munitions  of  war  has  been  pro- 
vided to  maintain  the  contest  for  many  years;  and 
this,  after  having  supplied  articles  of  every  descrip- 
tion to  those  districts  which  have  not  as  yet  come 
into  the  union,  but  whose  connection  with  us  has 
been  only  intercepted  by  reason  of  our  past  misfor- 
tunes. 

Our  legions  daily  receive  considerable  augmen- 
tations from  new  levies;  all  our  preparations  have 
been  made,  as  thougli  we  were  about  to  enter  upon 
the  contest  anew.  Until  now,  the  vastness  of  @ur 
resources  were  unknown  to  us,  and  our  enemies  may 
contemplate,  with  deep  mortification  and  despair, 
the  present  flourishing  state  of  those  provinces  af- 
ter so  many  devastations. 

The  office  of  major  general  has  been  re-establish- 
ed, for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  uniform  direction  to 
our  armies,  in  order  to  foster  the  militia  In  all  its 
details,  and  to  regulate  the  system  of  military  eco- 
nomy. The  general  officers,  and  those  of  a lower 
grade,  occupied  in  those  duties,  will  lighten  the  la- 
bors of  the  government,  at  the  .same  time  rendering 
more  practical  the  progress  and  improvement  of 
w^iiich  the  military  force  is  susceptible,  thus  forming 
by  degrees  a body  of  expert  soldiery,  who  will  at 
once  be  an  honor  to  their  country,  and  serve  as  its 
firmest  pillars  in  times  of  danger. 

Whilst  thus  occupied  in  providing  for  our  safety 
within,  and  preparing  for  assaults  from  without, 
otlier  objects  of  solid  interest  have  not  been  ne- 
glected, and  which  hitherto  were  thought  to  op- 
pose insurmountable  obstacles. 

Our  system  of  finance  had  hitherto  been  on  a foot- 
ing entirely  inadeqate  to  the  unfailing  supply  of  our 
wants,  and  still  more  to  the  liquidation  of  llie  im- 
mense debt  which  had  been  contracted  in  former 
years.  An  unremitted  application  to  this  object 
iias  enabled  me  to  create  the  means  of  satisfying  the 
creditors  of  the  state,  who  had  already  abandoned 
their  debts  as  lost,  as  well  as  to  devise  a fixed  mode, 
by  which  the  taxes  may  be  made  to  fall  equally  and 
jindirectly,  on  the  whole  mass  of  our  population;  it 
is  not  the  least  merit  of  this  operation,  that  it  has 
been  effected  in  despite  of  the  writings  by  which  it 
was  attacked  and  which  are  but  little  creditable  to 
the  intelligence  and  good  intentions  of  their  authors 
— The  result  has  been,  that  their  now  circulates  in 
the  hands  of  the  capitalists  a sum  equivalent  in  its 
value  to  one  million  of  dollars,  which  was  deficient 
before  the  adoption  of  the  measures  by  which  it  was 
produced.  To  the  same  measures  are  we  indebted 
for  the  receipt  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  treasury  of  the  custom  house, 
in  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  my  de- 
cree of  the  29th  of  March.  At  no  other  period 
have  the  public  exigencies  been  so  punctually  sup- 
plied, nor  have  more  important  works  been  under- 
-jaken. 


The  people,  moreover,  have  been  relieved  from 
many  burdens,  which,  being  partial  or  confin- 
ed to  particular  classes,  hud  occasioned  vexa- 
tion and  disgust.  Other  vexations,  scarcely  less 
grievous,  will  by  degrees  be  also  suppresserl,  avoid- 
ing as  far  as  possible  a recurrence  to  loans,  which 
have  drawn  after  them  the  most  fatal  consequences 
to  states.  Should  we,  however,  be  compelled  to  re- 
sort to  such  expedients,  the  lenders  will  not  see 
themselves  ir.  danger  of  losing  their  advances.  To 
shew  these  practical  results  is  to  makeVl  ebest  re- 
ply to  censure;  if  it  be  tiie  intention  to  do  justice 
to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  public  officers,  tlie 
inconveniences  and  difficulties  must  be  weigiied 
with  the  good  that  has  been  effected.  Tt  is  an 
idle  vanity  to  seek  for  perfection  in  the  labors  of 
men. 

One  of  the  mischiefs  attendant  on  the  administra- 
tion of  the  national  treasury,  was  the  existence  of 
many  superfluous  offices;  with  respect  to  tlii.s,  the 
proper  reformations  have  been  made,  especially  in 
respect  to  the  armories  and  public  works.  The  at- 
tention of  tlie  government  is  continuaHy  alive  in 
this  branch  of  its  duties,  and  it  is  not  without  hopes 
of  being  able  to  see  abundance  restored,  even  in 
the  midst  of  the  unceasing  attention  required  by 
war,  and  of  the  many  undertakings  that  have  been 
set  on  foot  for  the  advancement  of  the  general  pros- 
perity. 

Such  has  been  the  extension  of  our  southern  fron- 
tier, over  plains  and  deserts  well  adapted  to  the 
formation  of  wealthy  settlements;  a project,  whose 
accomplishment  was  not  within  the  reach  of  former 
governments,  in  spite  of  repeated  attempts  to  sub- 
due obstacles  which  the  present  administration  has 
had  the  good  fortune  to  surmount.  The  unfortu- 
nate inhabitants  of  our  plains  have  not  only  been 
gratuitously  supplied  with  suitable  lands,  on  which 
to  fix  their  habitations,  but  have  been  furnished 
with  tlie  means  of  cultivating  them  to  advantage. 

Such  has  been  the  re-establishment  of  the  college 
heretofore  named  San  Carlos,  but  hereafter  to  be 
called  the  Uni&ii  of  the  Soutli,  as  a point  designat- 
ed for  the  dissemination  of  learning  to  the  youth 
of  every  part  of  the  state,  on  the  most  extensive 
scale;  for  the  attainment  of  which  object  tlie  govern- 
ment is  at  the  present  moment  engaged  in  putting 
in  practice  every  possible  diligence.  It  will  not  be 
long  before  these  nursezdes  will  flourish,  in  wliich 
the  liberal  and  exact  sciences  will  be  cultivated,  in 
wliich  the  hearts  of  those  young  men  will  be  form- 
ed, who  are  destined  at  some  future  day  to  add  new 
splendor  to  our  country. 

Such  has  been  the  establishment  of  a military  de- 
pot on  our  frontier,  with  its  capacious  magazine,  a 
necessary  measure  to  guard  us  fi*om  future  dangers, 
a work  which  does  more  honor  to  the  prudent  fore- 
sight of  our  country,  as  it  was  undertaken  in  the 
moment  of  its  prosperous  fortunes;  a measure  whicii 
must  give  more  occasion  for  refleetion  to  our  ene- 
mies, than  they  can  impose  upon  us  by  their  boast- 
ings. 

This  exposition  is  not  made  with  a view  to  enhance 
the  value  of  those  services  of  which  our  country  has 
a right  to  demand  as  a debt,  but  to  offer  an  irrefra* 
gible  proof  to  the  people,  that  prudence  and  cir- 
cumspection are  the  virtues  whicli  arc  required  to 
secure  the  fruits  of  their  heroic  efforts.  For  the 
rest,  reflecting  minds,  calculating  the  labors  of  the 
government  by  the  immense  disparity  between  the 
present  state  of  our  affairs,  and  what  they  were  fif- 
teen months  ago,  will  do  justice  to  the  ze..l  which 
has  effected  changes  so  important.  They  will  no  le.ss 
give  credit  for  many  other  acts,,  of  a nature  to 
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manifest  themselves  less  fully  to  tlie  public.  1 have 
already  mentioned  the  difUcuUies  wUrch  embarras- 
sed me,  in  respect  to  our  exterior  relations,  ami, 
if  [ had  ojjposed  less  firmness  in  resisliii}^  the  vio- 
lence of  party,  a breach  with  the  neighboring  nation 
would  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  The  course 
pursued  by  me,  in  ibis  particular,  leaves  unimpaired 
our  right  to  the  invaded  territory,  convinced  that 
pacific  measures,  so  long  as  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try requires  no  other,  will  be  productive  of  more  sa- 
lutary effects,  than  a resort  to  violence,  witlwut  ne- 
cessity. 

A period  there  has  been,  you  well  remember,  fel- 
low-citi/ens,  in  which  the  provinces  were  threaten- 
ed with  seeing  the  nascent  order  and  tranquili- 
ty subverted  under  pretexts  of  the  most  injurious 
suspicions  against  the  constituted  authorities.  It 
was  that  period  which  octasiowrd  more  trouble  to 
mvmind,  than  any  other  during  my  administration 
I will  cheerfully  renounce  my  claims  to  the  public 
ffratitude,  for  the  sleepless  nights  spent  in  watching 
over  its  safety,  if  it  will  appreciate  the  sacrifice  1 
have  made,  the  pain  it  has  given  to  my  heart,  to 
have  been  compelled  to  adopt  the  rude  and  violent 
measures,  whicli  at  that  crisis  saved  the  state  from 
ruin.  But  the  necessity  and  justice  of  my  proceed- 
ings, and  the  happy  consequences  which  have  attend- 
ed them,  leave  me  no  room  to  repent. 

Under  the  same  circumstances,  my  conduct  shall 
be  the  same.  1 will  extinguisli  all  the  natural  feel- 
ings of  my  heart,  sooner  than  consent  to  the  repe- 
tition of  scenes  which  weaken  our  power,  and  sink 
our  national  glory  to  the  lowest  degradation. 

Fellow  citizens,  wc  owe  our  unhappy  reverses 
and  calamities  to  the  depraving  system  of  our  an- 
cient metropolis,  which  in  cpndenmiug  us  to  the 
obscurity  and  opprobium  of  the  most  degraded  des- 
tiny, has  sown  with  thorns  the  path  that  conducts 
us  to  liberty.  Tell  that  metropolis  that  even  she 
may  glory  in  your  works!  Already  Ji^ve  you  cleared 
all  the  rocks,  escaped  every  danger,  and  conducUd 
these  provinces  to  the  flourishing  condition  in  which 
we  now  behold  them.  I.et  the  enemies  of  your 
name  contemplate  with  despair  the  energies  of  your 
virtue.s,  and  let  the  nations  acknowledge  that  you 
already  appertain  to  their  illustrious  rank.  Let  us 
felicitate  ourselves  oa  the  blessings  we  have  alrea- 
dy obtained,  and  let  us  shew  to  the  world  that  we 
have  learned  to  profit  by  the  experience  of  our  past 
misfortunes. 

JUAN  MARTIN  DF  PUEYRREDON. 

Buenos  Ayres,  July  21,  1817. 

East  Florida, 

FROXL  THE  XATIOXAL  ISTELUC ES CETl. 

It  has  fallen  within  our  power  to  satisfy  some  of 
the  queries  proposed  a few  days  ago  by  a corres- 
pondent in  our  columns,  'fhe  subjoined  article,  on 
East  Florida,  is  from  a source  entitled  to  the  high- 
est credit,  and  as  the  reader  will  perceive,  fi-orn  its 
unadorned  matter  of  fact  character,  was  made  with- 
out any  view  to  publication.  Having  derived  coa- 
siderabte  instruction  from  a perusal  of  it  ourselves, 
we  obtained  permission,  from  the  friend  to  whom 
it  was  addressed,  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  iiifor- 
.cuation  of  the  public. 

The  particulars  of  the  state  of  East  Florida,  thus 
obtained,  are  tlie  most  acceptable  at  this  mnment, 
wlien  aromor  is  abroad,  and  stated  with  a confidence, 
almost  amounting  to  cei’taintv,  that  our  govern 
ment  has  obtained,  or  lias  an  assurance  of  obtaining, 
by  negociation,  a cession  of  that  country  from  Spain, 
llowewr  reasonable  and  [)robable  it  app  cars,  that 


Spain  should  be  willing  to  divest  herself  of  a terri- 
tory which  is  not  only  of  no  advantage,  but  an  in- 
cumbrance tf»  lier;  and  however  willing  our  govern- 
ment might  be  to  obtain  on  re-azonable  terms  this 
country,  continually  infested  as  it  is  by  w'andering 
tribes  of  runaways  and  outlaws,  who  linld  the  neigh- 
boring country  in  terrror  of  tlielr  ruffian  violence; 
aud  liowever  certain  it  is  tliat  this  country  mwst,  at 
no  distant  day,  enure  to  the  United  States — we  are 
pretty  confident  the  rumor  we  have  alluded  to  is 
premature;  and,  so  far  from  any  treaty  or  compact 
having  been  concluded  for  the  cession  of  that  coun- 
try by  S])ain  to  the  United  States,  w-e  are  iiiuler  the 
Impression  that  no  official  communications  have  pas- 
sed between  the  two  governments  on  the  subject. 

JMemoranda  oif.  the  geography,  population,  &c.  of  East 
Florida. 

With  two  exceptions,  viz.  Suarez  and  Fernandez, 
who  have  American  wives  and  families,  speaking 
English  entirely,  all  the  otlier  Inhabitants  of  East 
Florida,  who  live  in  tha*  portion  of  country  si- 
tuated between  the  waters  of  the  river  St.  Mary’s 
and  St.  Johns,  within  forty  miles  of  the  sea,  are 
An^ricans,  with  a small  mixture  of  Kriiish,  or 
I'rench,  or  Cerman;  but  all  domiciliated  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  Beyond  that  extent  the  country 
i.s  either  vacant,  or  occupied  by  hunting  parties  of 
Indlan.s,  without  settlement  on  the  Atlantic  si^le; 
chiefly  Alachauays  under  Bowlegs,  who  now'  reside 
near  the  mouth  of  Saw'anee  alias  San  Juan,  on  the 
bay  of  Apalache;  and,  together  with  runaway  and 
plundered  negroes,  extend  along  the  sea  shore  and 
islands  down  southerly  as  far  as  Tampa  bay. 

After  passing  the  aforesaid  settlement  on  the  wa- 
ters of  St.  Joliii.s,  few’  iiiliabitants  are  found  except- 
ing those  immedi  itely  round  Augustine,  wliicli  they 
consider  as  their  residence.  i'hey  are  poor  peo- 
ple, chiefly  .Miiiorcians  or  orlgin.als  from  the  Balea- 
ric Isles,  and  supply  Augustine  market  with  vegeta- 
bles. Passing  on  the  soutlnvard  of  Augustine,  you 
find  several  inhabitants  and  some  negroes  about 
Matanzas,  btit  only  one  cotton  plantation;  this  is 
20  miles  south. 

At  Mosquito,  which  is  60  miles  south,  you  find 
four  or  five  cotton  plantations,  and  a good  manv 
negroes.  Tw’o  or  three  more  settlements,  of  little 
consequence,  arc  ab«ut  cape  Florida.  All  these 
souiliern  settlerr.ents  are  cifiefiy  from  Providence, 
Bahamas;  but,  being  exno.sed  to  variou.s  depreda- 
tions and  tincertainlies,  they,  as  well  as  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Augustime,  two  thirds  of  whom,  as  well 
as  Feimandez,  have  English  for  their  moUier  tongue, 
eagerly  desiring,  and  would  make  any  sacrifice  to 
obtain,  security  and  a protective  goverrmient. 

The  number  of  w'liite  families  dwelling  between 
tite  waters  of  St. Mary’s  and  St.  John’s,  may  be  somf- 
w'ljere  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  mu.stering  some- 
where about  three  hundred  and  sixty  militia,  divid- 
ed into  tlmee  districts,  e.ach  of  wlrlch  has  a captain 
and  lieutenant,  &c.  elected  by  the  people  of  their 
respective  di.stricts,  together  w ith  a judge  or  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  w’ho  tries  all  raus'e.s  by  an 
arbitration  or  jury  of  twelve  men.  They  have  the 
power  of  puni.shing  in  minor  cases;  but,  when  thev 
convict  capitally,  the  prisoner,  tf)gether  with  the 
proceedings,  are  remitted  to  St.  Augustine,  for  ap- 
probation aud  execution.  No  military  commander 
or  otlier  servant  of  the  govenunent,  lias  pow’er  to 
arrest  any  inhabitant  beyond  the  lines  of  his  garri- 
son, who  must  be  prosequted  and  tried  by  the  a\i- 
thorities  of  his  ov/n  district. 

'Phe  inhabitants  are  not  bound  to  do  any  militarv 
.duty,  to  master,  nor  ta  pay  taxes;  nor  observe  any 
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such  reticulations  except  as  they  make  for  their 
own  defence  and  self-presf  rvati(>n. 

The  white  population  of  Augustine  is  not  includ- 
ed In  the  above,  and  may  co'-sist  of  one  thousand; 
of  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty  may  be  able  to  bear 
arms.  Add  to  this  one  hundred  and  fifty  while  re- 
gular troops,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  black  or 
colored  regulars,  besides  fifty  free  colored  militia. 

The  inhabitants  of  Fernandina,  I mean  free  wiiite 
people,  may  be  about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  of  whom 
fifty  may  be  able  to  bear  arms. 

The  white  militia  of  Amelia,  who  do  not  muster 
in  any  of  the  above  districts,  may  be  about  fifteen 
men.  The  negro  population  of  the  whole  island  of 


Amelia  I take  to  be  about  500 

That  of  the  three  regular  districts,  in- 
cluding the  waters  of  St.  John  500 

All  others  out  of  Augustine  500 

Whole  colored  country  population,  exclu-  > 

sive oflndians,  runaways,  &c,  3 1500 

Colored  women  and  children,  or  slaves, 
in  Augustine  not  included  in  the  above  es- 
timate, may  be  about  500 


All  the  inhabitants,  even  the  Spaniards,  are  tired 
of  living  without  a government,  and  of  all  others 
would  prefer  that  of  the  United  States,  as  past  cir- 
cumstances plainly  prove;  among  which  may  be  no- 
ticed the  simultaneuos  effort  of  all  the  people  in 
1812  to  annex  the  country  to  the  United  States,  and 
also*  the  active  part  they  took  to  drive  back  the 
English  in  1814,  at  St.  Mary’s,  where  they  had  one 
man  killed  and  one  wounded,  and  beat  back  seven- 
teen boats  filled  with  British  troops.  Under  these 
circumstances,  they  think  themselves  (as  far  as  is 
consistent  with  policy)  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  United  States,  so  far  as  to  keep  them  from 
being  plundered  or  imposed  upon  by  any  foreign 
banditti  who  may  take  advantage  of  their  present 
helpless  condition,  until  they  can  gather  strength 
by  increasing  their  population,  which  they  are  now 
endeavoring  to  accomplish  by  inviting  emigrations 
from  the  United  States.  To  accomplish  this  the 
smallest  indirect  hint  given  to  the  commandant  of 
the  vessels  or  troops  of  the  United  States  at  9 t Ma- 
ry’s would  suffice,  by  shewing  any  symptom  of  fa 
vor  to  their  endeavors  for  self  preservation. 

It  now  remains  to  shew  what  intrinsic  value  be- 
longs to  this  territory,  bordered  on  all  sides  by  the 
Atlantic,  or  intersected  by  navigable  waters,  con- 
nected with  those  of  the  United  Stales.  First,  the 
timber,  which  far  exceeds  in  quality  any  that  grows 
northerly,  consists  of  forests  -'if  live  oak,  cedar, 
cypress  and  pine,  all  of  inexhriustible  extent.  Se 
condly,  may  be  mentioned  the  fertile  lands,  whici) 
from  the  climate  derive  qualities  not  elsewhere  to 
be  found:  amongst  which  are,  a large  tract  near 
Augustine  and  St.  Jolm’s,  called  12  Mile  Swamp, 
containing  14,000  acres;  another  extending  to  Mos- 
quito, 60  miles  long;  another  between  Bowleg’s  and 
Tampa,  60  miles  long,  supposed  to  contain  souie 
hundred  thousand  acres.  The  whole  interior  above 
Alatehawa,  for  several  days  ride,  is  excellent  live 
oak  and  hickory  land.  The  Intmor  of  the  country 
is  unexplored  by  white  people,  bui  said  to  be  fer- 
tile and  healthy,  full  of  pleasant  orange  groves,  and 
plentifully  stocked  with  wild  cattle. 

It  lias  been  observed  that  the  inhabitants  pay  no 
taxes:  by  this  is  meant  direct  taxes.  All  foreign 
goods  arriving  at  Amelia  or  Augustine  pay  duties 
^agricultural  machines  or  implements  of  husbandry 
txcepted.)  But,  as  there  is  no.  custom  house  oi 
Spanish  post  on  the  Main,  wiiich  lias  free  communn 
cation  with  the  United  States,  by  means  of  the  w^.r 
t§rs  and  channels  of  St.-  Mary’s  river,  these  inhabt 


tants  consequently  go  free  of  duties,  as  the  Sna 
nlards  are  unable  to  enforce  their  collection.  In- 
deed, the  present  lihsuty  and  independent  sf  ite  of 
the  inliabitants  arises  rather  from  a want  of  power 
in  the  Spanish  government  than  from  <«ny  royal  or- 
der or  concession  made  to  those  inliabitr.nts.  But, 
from  motives  of  convenience,  as  well  as  interest,  the 
people  and  the  Spanish  authorities  maintain  ihe 
most  friendly  understanding,  as  all  titles  of  proper- 
ty, fee  simples,  and  grants  of  land,  in  wfiich  the  go- 
vernment has  been  very  liberal  to  the  people,  are 
derived  from  that  source.  Indeed,  the  government 
has  manifested  an  uniform  disposition  to  cultivate 
a good  understanding  with  the  people,  by  granting 
tl^em  every  kind  of  indulgence.  It  is  supposed  by 
the  inhabitants,  that  great  encouragement  will  now 
be  given  by  the  governor  to  new  settlers;  as  it 
plainly  appears  that  the  invasion  of  MacG'  egor  took 
place  in  consequence  of  the  paucity  of  inhabitants, 
who,  therefore,  rather  tnan  ru;'  the  risk  of  defend- 
ing themselves,  remained  neuter. 

The  town  of  Fernandina  is  situated  on  a peninsu- 
la or  neck  of  land,  the  narrowest  part  of  which  may 
be  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  defended  by 
a strong  picket  and  two  block  houses,  which  enclose 
the  whole  town. 

On  the  side  next  the  harbor,  is  a fort  well  picket- 
ed, mounting  8 guns,  which  commands  the  anchor- 
age, and  reach  as  far  as  the  middle  line  of  the  wa- 
ters or  boundary  of  the  United  Slates. 

As  the  inhabitants  are  afraid  to  indulge  too  san- 
guine expectations  of  corning  immediately  under 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  they  consider 
it  the  wisest  plan  to  increase  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants by  all  possible  means,  so  as  -o  protect  them- 
selves by  their  own  force,  and  confii-m  their  inde- 
pendence; which,  by  lowering  the  value  of  the  pro- 
vince as  a Spanisli  colony,  would  induce  that  nation 
to  part  with  it  on  easier  terms.  But,  as  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  tlie  ultim  ite  object  of 
the  people,  they  hope  that  their  past  conduct  has 
so  far  merited  the  good  opinion  of  the  United  States 
as  to  induce  that  government  to  go  as  far  towards 
protecting  them  in  their  liberties  and  properties, 
as  policy  and  the  nature  of  circumstances  will  al- 
low. 

Before  I drop  the  subject  of  East  Florida,  it 
would  be  well  to  mention  the  Indians,  who,  taking 
advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  inhabitants  theu 
employed  in  besieging  St.  Augustine,  came  in  from 
the  westward  and  killed  and  plundered  all  they 
met  with,  taking  off  the  negroes  to  a large  amount, 
for  which  outrage  they  have  never  made  the  so;al- 
lest  satisfaction,  but  persist  in  retaining  all  they 
took,  and  granting  protection  to  all  runaway  slaves 
from  the  United  States  or  Florida,  vvhose  frontier 
inhabitants  are  daily  falling  a sacrifice  to  their  re- 
sentment, which  seems  indiscriminately  directed 
against  all  the  white  inhabitants,  with  whom  they 
never  visit  nor  have  friendly  intercourse.  Their 
head  quarters  at  present  is  about  the  mouth  of  Sa- 
wanee  river  called  San  Juan  de  Amajura  in  the  old 
ctiarts,  into  which  river  vessels  are  admitted  from 
New-Providence,  who  supply  them  with  arras  and 
ammunition  in  exchange  for  skins,  See.  A certain 
cap.ain  Woodbine  has  been  with  them,  and  was 
lavoly;  he  is  a British  officer,  and  acquired  their 
confidence  during  the  war,  by  commanding  at 
the  British  fort  of  Apalachicola  under  colonel  Ni- 
chols. 

Previous  to  the  blowing  up  of  this  fort  a great 
many  runaway  negroes,  who  composed  purl  of  its 
garrison,  doubtful  of  the  event  of  the  siege,  desert- 
ed from  it,  and  aftSt  its  destruction  went  to  the 
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south  east  along"  the  shore  of  Sawanee;  where  they 
joined  the  other  banditti  under  Bowlegs,  and  now 
csmpose  part  of  those  negroes  who,  together  with 
the  barbarous  Seminolians,  have  been  robbing  and 
murdering' the  frontier  inhabitants  both  of  Georgia 
and  Florida  indiscriminately,  and  are  still  continu- 
ing it.  These  are  the  main  enemies  the  people  of 
Florida  have  to  fear,  and  against  them  they  desire 
assistance.  Tliis  is  the  grand  cause  which  impedes 
their  growth  and  hinders  them  from  becoming  in- 
dependent. The  Indians  are  incorrigiHe  in  their 
cruellies.  They  are  naturally  enemies  to  a civiliz- 
ed slate  of  society,  .as  it  destroys  their  indepen- 
dence. They  resemble  wolves,  who  would  rather 
be  exterminated  than  domesticated. 


Foreign  Articles. 

r.XGLAITD,  &C. 

A Spanish  vessel,  captured  by  a patriot  priva- 
teer, has  been  carried  by  the  prize  master  intu 
Dingle,  in  Ireland.  The  Spanish  ambassador  re- 
claimed her.  But  the  British  cabinet  bad  not,  as 
yet,  either  complied  with  his  demand  or  refused  it. 

It  was  supposed  it  would  become  a subject  for  dist 
cussion  in  the  admiralty  court. 

The  London  Courier  says,  it  is  understood  to 
have  been  signified,  that  any  British  officer  who 
enters  the  service  of  the  Spanish  insurgents  will  be 
struck  off  the  half  pay  list. 

British  3 per-cent,  consols,  Oct.  7,  82  7-9. 

Alderman  Smith  has  been  chosed  mayor  of  Lon- 
don. 

Some  of  the  British  editors  tliink  ^at  1,000,000 
bbls.  of  flour  have  been  imported  into  the  United  j Fahs. 
Kingdoms  from  the  United  States,  wltliin  the  last 
12  months — they  say  also  that  we  have  sent  large 
quantities  to  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  &c 


pear  to  give  the  lie  to  tlie  cliaracter  he  lias  received 
in  the  newspapers.  The  fact  makes  it  probable, 
thattke  calumnies  respecting  him,  are  the  coinage 
of  the  Jacobiuists  which  are  established  in  the  old 
and  new  world. — Instead  of  being  the  sanguinary 
tytant,  we  see  him  an  Angel  of  mercy;  and  giving 
pardons  to  those  rebels,  wlio  under  the  garb  of 
patroiisrn,  would  have  subverted  the  government 
established  for  ages  and  brought  him  to  the  scaf- 
fold, as  they  did  his  relative,  Louis  16th — all  w!io 
wer€  implicated  in  the  foolisli  conspiracy  of  Lacy, 
have  recently  received  his  clemency.” — London  pa. 

London  Oct.  4 Letters  from  a central  part  of 
Spain  mention,  that  the  troops  de.stined  for  South 
America,  after  a descent  down  to  Cadiz  and  other 
parts  of  Andalusia,  had  been  recalled  into  Estrema- 
dura,  the  government  not  having  the  means  to  sub- 
sist'^and  pay  them  in  the  districts  in  which  they  were 
first  ordered  to  assemble. 

We  understand  that  Spain  is  making  an  effort  ti* 
r^estore  its  naval  and  military  force,  and  that  a ver/ 
considerable  order  for  naval  and  artillery  stores  has 
been  lately  received  in  tliis  country,  to  be. shipped 
for  Spain, 

>'ETni:iU,ANDS. 

Isondon,  Oct.  4 Letters  from  the  Hague  state, 
that  the  conferences  for  the  conclusion  of  a treat/ 
of  commerce  and  navigation,  between  the  kingdom 
of  the  Netherlands  and  the  U.  States  of  America, 
are  postponed  until  the  American  plenipotentiaries 
shall  have  received  ulterior  instructions. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  ambassador  from  the  U.  States  to 
the  court  of  France,  who  had  been  charged  with 
I these  negotiacions,  has  returned  from  the  Hague  to 


SWF.DEX-. 

I So  terribly  afraid  of  something  is  the  “legltimate”- 
\ Bernadotte^  the  “old  French  sergeant,”  tliat  every 


On  the  1st  of  Oct.  the  entire  military  force  in  ' stranger  was  required  to  wait  at  the  frontiers  of  Swe 
Ireland  consisted  of  seven  r&giments  of  cavalry,  1 den  until  he  received  a passport  from  Stockliolm. 
and  25  regiments  of  infantry,  exclusive  of  artillery.  [ The  English  duke  of  Devonshire  on  his  way  to  St. 


Cowes,  Sept.  27. — The  keel  of  the  Portland,  6U, 
was  Laid  down  last  week  at  Plymouth,  to  be  built 
upon  the  plan  of  the  largest  American  frigates. 

FRANCK. 

The  national  guard  at  Paris  consists  of 37,095  men, 
of  whom  30,111  are  effective. 

Crimes  in  France  appear  to  have  greatly  increas- 
ed in  number  and  atrocity  since  the  late  war.  The 
French  papers  now  rival  trliose  of  England  in  their 
accounts  of  trials  for  capital  offences,  some  of 
which  have  been  of  an  unprecedented  character. 

The  French  government  are  said  to  have  made 
liberal  ofl’ers  to  any  British  coachmakers,  who  will 
establish  themselves  in  France. 

France  is  bearded  by  every  body.  A general  dis- 
position is  manifested  to  reclaim  of  her  the  whole 
amount  of  Napoleon’s  requisitions,  he.  A demand 
is  made  for  some  houses  he  caused  to  be  pulled 
down  when  he  ordered  Ei  furth  to  be  fortified — pay 
is  demanded  for  wood  which  served  to  construct 
the  bridge  at  Hamburg,  &c.  5tc.  The  a,nount  of 
such  claims,  up  to  June  last,  was  1,800,000,000 
francs — about  74  millions  of  pounds  sterUng,  or  up- 
wards of  325  millions  of  dollars.  If  these  are  satis- 
fied, twice  as  large  an  amount  will  be  preferred — 
for  it  is  supposed  that  payment  will  be  claimed  for 
all  sorts  private  property  taken  gr  destroyed. 

SPAIN. 

The  following  is  one  of  that  description  of  para 
graphs  for  which  the  London  editors  receive  from 
half  a guinea  to  ten  guineas  apiece,  according  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  falsehood  that  they  are  made 
to  «Ch‘or:,s  of  the  Spanish  A7?i^ap- 


Petersburg,  to  attend  the  marriage  of  tlie  grand 
duke  Nicholas,  was  compelled  to  submit  to  this 
system.  Mr.  Hughes  has  obtained  a relaxation  of 
the  rule  in  f«vor  of  the  Americans,  wlio  may  pass 
and  repass  on  passports  granteii  by  our  own  con- 
suls. It  is  said  tliis  privilege  is  not  granted  to  the 
people  of  any  other  country. 

BARRAIIY  POWERS. 

It  is  reported  that  Hamburg  is  willing  \o purchase 
the  protection  of  England  against  tlie  Barbary  potV- 
ers,  at  the  rate  of  3OU,0UO  marks  banco,  per  ann. 

V/EST  IMOIKS. 

The  import  of  foreign  wheat  flour  Is  prohibited 
at  Martinique — rice  and  Indian  corn  will  lie  re- 
ceived on  payment  of  the  foriiier  duties,  which  were 
latterly  suspended. 

“SPANISH  A3IERICA,”  &C. 

We  have  % variety  of  royal  accounts  from  Cara- 
cas, he.  in  which  it  is  affected  tliatthe  ro}  alists  have 
gained  soiree  partial  advantages  over  tlie  patriots. 

Our  accounts  about  Mina  are  not  to  be  relied 
upon — but  we  incline  to  the  belieftbat  he  is  mak- 
ing a great  st»ir  in  Mexico — it  is  said  that  lie  was 
within  a short  dist.ance  of  tlie  capital. 

The  Aurora  says — Despatches  have  been  receiv- 
ed from  gen.  Mina,  dated  in  August,  from  the  in- 
terior of  xMexico:  he  had  been  joined  by  the  revo- 
lutionary force  under  Padre  Torre,  and  his  disci- 
piined  force  already  amounts  to  6000  men.  Detail.*; 
of  his  operations,  and  on  the  general  circumstar.ces 
of  Mexico,  had  reached  Natcliitoches,  and  transla- 
tions  were  making  foT  the  gazef.e  pubiislied  0:* 
Bed  river. 
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A London  paper  of  Oct.  4,  says — Ships  continue 
to  be  equipped  in  tl)e  river  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying’ officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  pri- 
vates, to  aid  the  patriots  in  South  America.  At 
present  one  vessel  is  quite  ready  to  sail,  having  on 
board  officers  fully  equipped,  and  200  privates  to 
form  a ride  corps.  Another  is  in  a forward  state 
of  preparation,  and  has  appointments  for  a cavalry 
regiment  600  strong;  a third  is  freijh’.ed  with  equip- 
ments of  a lancers  corp.s.  The  officers  are  all  men 
who  have  seen  active  service,  and  are  of  every  rank 
from  lieut.  cols,  to  ensigns.— The  organization  is 
so  complete,  and  the  arrangement  is  so  happily 
made,  that  they  will  be  ready  for  immediate  ser- 
vice 0!i  tlieir  arrival  in  America.  [Success  to  them.] 

The  desperate  state  of  the  affairs  of  Spain  in 
Mexico  a.icl  Venezuela  may  be  estimated  from  the 
fact  that  a general  indu^oOf  or  pardon,  has  been 
publislied  to  all  insurger.ts.  Ferdinand  and  Ids 
bloody  agen  s would  not /»ardon,  if  they  could  su6- 
due. 

Tiie  Buenos  Ayrean  brig  Tupac-imavi,  Shannon 
JAving3to7i,  esq.  commander,  of  fourteen  18  pound 
columbiads  and  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  has  ar- 
rived at  Savannah,  fi\;.m  a cruise  of  115  days.  She 
sailed  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  last  land  she 
left  was  St.  Mary^s,  one  of  the  Azores.  She  tias 
made  but  one  prize — tlie  Spanish  brig  Santa  Christa 
from  Lima  bound  to  Cadiz,  loaded  with  specie, 
copper  cocoa  and  cotton. 

FLonrnA. 

We  have  late  accoums  from  Amelia.  The  state 
of  affairs  was  still  in  great  confusion. — About  forty 
British  officers  hud  arrived  there  expecting  to 
join  McGregor,  but  finding  he  hud  left  the  place, 
they  embarked  for  Venezuela.  Great  sales  of  pro- 
perty had  been  effected. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Franklin  of  74  guns,  is  expected 
to  sail  for  England  in  a few  days,  with  Mr,  Rush, 
our  minister  to  London  She  will  be  the  first 
American  ship  of  tlie  line  that  ever  visited  England. 

The  U.  S.  qun-boat,  Wo  168,  lieut.  McCall  com- 
mandant, left  Charleston  on  the  29th  ult.  for  St. 
Mary’s,  She  goes  to  relieve  the  U.  S.  brig  Saranac 
lieut.  ‘Elton,  now  on  that  station.  I'he  Saranac  is 
to  return  to  Charleston  to  undergo  repairs. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Hornet  has  arrived  in  the  Chesa- 
peake, M’ith  despatches  fron>  com.  Chauncey. 

Mediterranean  sg^iadron. — An  article  under  the 
head  of  Marseilles,  Sept.  20th,  states  that  the 
American  squadron  in  the  road  of  Naples  liad  giv- 
en a splendid  entertainment  to  an  English  admiral 
who  had  arrived  there  in  a vessel  of  his  nation.  The 
admiral,  not  willing  to  be  hehind-hand  in  civility, 
gave  in  his  turn  a brilliant  fete  to  the  Americans. 

The  governor  of  Pennsylvania  has  appointed  the 
third  Thursday  of  the  present  month  as  a day  to 
be  set  apart  for  ihanksgiving  to  God,  for  his  nunter- 
ous  bies.siog.s. 

DiJ‘ereuce  of  opinion. — Mr.  Lloyd’s  resignation  of 
his  seat  in  congress,  has  given  rise  to  a new  colli- 
sion at  Boston.  Mr.  Mason,  formerly  of  the  senate. 
Was  nominated  by  2i  federal  caucus  as  his  successor; 
but  Mr.  M.  being  thouglit  loo  much  of  a liberah 
Whs  set  aside  by  another  caucus  to  make  room  for 
a Mr.  Hitch ie.  A republican  ctmews  was  then  held, 
at  which  Mr.  M<‘e>on  was  again  nominated,  and 
seems  to  stand  a good  chance  of  being  elected. 

Foreign. — We  see  it  mentioned  in  a Philadelphia 
paper,  that  a vessel  has  arrived  at  Alexandria  from 
France  furniture  for  the  house  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  Som^  small  matters,  we  sup- 


pose, that  could  not  have  been  obtained  at  home. 

'I'be  Stand-up  law  of  Connecticut  ha.s  been  repeal- 
ed. The  council  reconsi  lered  its  vote,  and  accordJ 
ed  with  the  proposition  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

Cents. — The  public  are  informed  that  cents,  lo' 
any  mo.'lerate  amount,  may  be  had  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  States,  in  exchange  for  specie,  or  any 
notes  receivable  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Deaths  at  Charleston,  from  the  26ih  of  Oct.  to 
the  2d  of  Nov. — 31;  of  the  yello-u,  Jever  BUT  OA'F. 

PEXUBYLTAXIA  ELECTTOy. 

Harrisburg,  JVovember  8. 

The  following  are  the  official  returns  received 
from  all  the  counties  in  the  state. 


[^Corrected from  a manuscript  copy,  politely  forward-' 
ed  to  the  editor  of  the  Register,  from  Ilarrisbiiig.'] 


Findlay. 

Hiester. 

Total. 

Adams 

674 

> 1622 

2296 

Allegheny 

1593 

1630 

3223 

Armstrong 

759 

347 

1106 

Benver 

951 

679 

1630 

Bedford 

1517 

1318 

2835 

Berks 

2534 

4193 

6727 

Bradford 

929 

353 

1282 

Bucks 

2772 

2888 

5660 

Butler 

735 

273 

1008 

Cambria 

206 

150 

356 

Centre  & Clearfield 

1569 

765 

2334 

Chester 

3051 

3330 

6381 

Columbia 

1647 

766 

2413 

Crawfortl 

387 

393 

780 

Cumberland 

2913 

2297 

5210 

Dauphin 

1117 

1738 

2855 

Delaware 

540 

1185 

1725 

Erie 

358 

261 

619 

Fayette, 

1982 

898 

2880 

Franklin 

1990 

1931 

3921 

Greene 

1095 

412 

1507 

Huntingdon 

1484 

1246 

2730 

Indiana  Sc  Jefferson 

718 

274 

992 

Lancaster 

2889 

4763 

7652 

Lebanon 

1182 

1212 

2394 

Lehigh 

Lycoming,  Potter  ] 
and  M‘lvean  ] 

1706 

916 

2632 

^ 1276 

648 

1924 

Luzerne, 

985 

832 

1817 

Mercer 

832 

343 

1175 

Mifflin 

1565 

97B 

2543' 

Montgomery 

3064 

2645 

5709 

Northampton 

2761 

12o3 

3964 

Northumberland 

1326 

939 

2265 

Philad.  city 

1551 

3946 

5497 

Pliilad.  county 

3030 

3537 

6567 

Schuylkill 

566 

‘ 850 

1416 

Somex'set 

930 

861 

1791 

Susquehanna 

467  • 

156 

623 

Pike 

294 

182 

476 

W arren  & Venango 

547 

146 

693 

Washington 

3111 

1306 

4417 

Wayne 

350 

40 

390 

Westmoreland 

2242 

1421 

3663 

Tioga 

289 

91 

380 

Union 

1018 

1507 

2525 

York 

2918 

1944 

4862 

66,420  59,415  125,835^ 

Majority  for  Mr.  Findlay,  7005. 

The  new  legislature  is  politically  classed  as  fol- 
lows: 

New  members.  Repub.  Opposition. 
In  the  senate  6 19  12 

House  of  reps.  36  54  43 
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THK  PAST — THK  l’;i>.SKNT FOIl  Tl.*'  KUTCKB. 


(ThD  ASn  PUBLISUKD  HY  H.  SILKS,  AT  <^5  PLH  A > L M PAYAHLK  IN  ADVANCK. 


Ani**i*icaii  ^ avy. 

It  is  laughable  to  see  the  anxieties  of  the 
liriush  about  the  American  navy.  The  ‘4nt 
of  striped  bunting”  iiaunts  John  Bull's  imagi- 
nation like  an  evil  genius,  and  he  tlnnks  it  con- 
staiitly  snvstolnm,‘‘?re  meet  ag'aln  at  FliUlip- 
piP’>  rfut  Jon.-,  unlike  BmtHS.  is  very  loath 
to  say,  ‘'I'Ll  meet  thee  'Ihat  the  meet- 

ing may  long  be  deferred,  is  my  most  earnest 
\vish.  I feel  very  certain  that  tlie:e  is  nothing 

in  the  • ’■  

provolce 

we  take  in  regard  to  a navy — every  tree  that 


The  •'^Courier,”  thougli  happily  the  editor 
does  not  see  any  probable  cause  of  diftercuce 
between  Great  Britain  and  tl\e  L'liited  States^, 
thinking  it  ma}"  happen,  is  preparing  his  coun- 
trymen for  the  capture  of  some  of  thei;  hugest 
ships;  sa3'ing,  that  ‘‘tlie  present  Amei  ican  Td's 
can  throw  a broadside  witliin  SOlbs.  as  heavy 
as  the  Caledonia,  a Ijritish  ship  rating  120 
guns,  and  measuring  2017  tons.”  Be  this  as  it 
may,  the}"  will  soon  have  an  opportunity  of 


<-eniusoV  ,Us,)0.,ition  of  our  people  to ! ^ 

? it.  l!ut  so  it  is,  that  evcrv  step  that  tliey  may  measure  her  with  the  in-eate.st 

mr  luKe  iu  regard  to  a navy-evcry  tree  that,'““g-  ^hat  a tram  ol  renectums  will  he 

fnr  afnn  rimhftr  taiTival  ot  t/iis  Sill p cause  m tlie  minds  ot  the 

we  cutilovvn  in  our  own  torests  toi  snip  rimDei,  • t.i  V i i • 

and  every  ship  that  we  build,  is  coushlered  ^uew  the  American  prm-  . 

as  an  “enemy’’  act,  as  sir  Jrtme.s  L.  Veo  point-j  ^ , "VTl-r''’'?'';  •''7'!';  • 

edlv  calls  the  United  tales,  in  his  despatch ' hat  will  “lord  Shefe^  Heto.d 

about  Sierra  Leone-see  page  i200.  We  call;'"^  countrymen  in  Ltd,  “An  .Yniadneiitrality 
these  things  laughabie-for  whatcan  on.  fnrce|"'™ld  'f  tfol  to  the  great  man  ;me  pow- 

ainount  tu  compared  with  the  vast  naval  means!®'®’  as  ihe Bat  bat  ij states  ate  use,  it..  1 he  A’.ie- 
of  ureat  Britam,  and  her  boasted  “thousand  i '’Rotect  themski.vf.s  from 
vessels  of  wiir.”  And,  tliough  her  force  is  latiek;  they  cannot  pretend  to  a xa- 

. ‘ ^ ^raoiniic  nf  hpr  vvhpn  I ''America  has  not  marni  Salim'S,'^  tkc. 

imposing,  «-e  a,  e no  moi  e jealous^nl  hei  vv  hen , 

ankee  crew,’*  4s  a sample; — 
ful”  Algerines  what  they  thiiil): 

feelingmay, perhaps, have  its  cause  in  the  belief  matter. 

of  the  ilritish  that  we  may  beat  their  ships  in  — ^ _ 

fleets,  if  ever  they  come  into  hostile  contact;!  ' Connecticut, 

and  in  the  confidence  of  the  Americans  thati  The  late  change  in  the  political  diaracterof 
tliey  will  do  it.  the  state  of  Connecticut^  being  so  unexpected, 

'Che  liondon  ‘T^ourier”  takes  great  credit  h^as  caused  more  than  usual  enqiiiiy  into  the 
to  England,  because,  by  a very  recent  regula-j  nature  of  her  institutions  It  is  not  within  the 

tion  ^published  at  length  in  this  number)  tlie 
rate  and  actual  force  of  British  ships  are  here- 
after to  be  the  same,  and  censures  us  as  the 


slie  launches  a ship,  than  of  an  OUawa^s  canoe  ^ 

first  paddled  on  the  lake,  and  give  ourselvesl  f I'®" ‘T 

no  more  concern  about  it.  This  difference  of  j .f’®  ‘•"®®f® 


••only  power  that  makes  any  distinction  be 
tween  the  rate  and  actual  strmigtli  of  its  ships 
of  war.”  This  may  be  so — but  as  we,  unad- 
visedly, copied  imgiand  in  that  particular,  as 
we  foolishly  do  in  many  others,  ‘-without  rhyme 
or  reason,”  let  us  have  time  lo  copy  her  also  in 
a thing  tliat  is  rignt  in  itselt  and  wo  thy  of 
imitation.  When  it  shall  appear  that  we  per- 
sist in  holding  up  a senseless  deception,  then 
let  us  be  blamed:  But  before,  we  do  this,  we 
must  see  that  she  herself  has  really  aban- 
doned it.  V\  e remember  that  when  the  fa- 
mous frigate  the  Guerriere,  was  captured  of  the 
French,  she  vvas  officially  called  by  the  Britisli 
a “forti/  fmr  gun  frigate” — tliat  they  added 
five  guns  to  her  armament,  (which  she  had  on 
board  when  we  captured  he--,)  and  then  she 
was  officially  called  a “thirty -eight  gun  fri- 
gate.” 


range  of  the  busines.s  of  this  paper  to  enter 
into  the  local  part\"  disquisitions  of  the  day; 
thoiig:h  it  is  essentially  our  duty  to  “nut  down” 
the  things  on  which  the  most  important  of  these 
disquisitions  at  e founded.  Hence  the  follow- 
ing may-  of  right  have  a place  in  the  Weekly 

ReGISI  ER. 

The  famous  “stand-up'^  law  has  made  a 
“great  noise  in  tlie  papers,”  and  we  have  al- 
ready published  an  account  of  it  but  there 
was  sometliing  in  that  law  (which  is  now  rcr 
pealed)  of  such  a singular  character, that  an  ex- 
tract from  it  cannot  be  unacceptable. — Before 
the  passage  of  this  law",  (it  was  past  in  the 
ifrtrm  times  of  1801),  tlie  people  had  been  ac- 
customed to  give  their  suftrages  at  the  poll,  by- 
secret  imllot — but  in  tliat  }-ear,  it  seems,  it  w"as 
thought  necessary  to  separate  them  into  class- 
es, and  to  know'  \vho  adhered  to  the  powers  tliat 
were  and  w'ho  did  not,  that  they  might  be 
maaked.  By  the  4th  section  of  that  law  it 
\va<=  enacted — 


Vot.  XIII. 


33- 
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, S3C, J- : -a. ■ ■■ 't-  ^ ■ .■  ■■■:■:  -■:...7-v.-7.,- — — 

“That  b.efore  the  freemen  are  caUtd  upon  to. 
vote,  for  persons  to  stand  in  nomination  for  assis 
tants  or  represejitatives  in  coni^ress,  the  <i' re-sidin;^ 
olhcer  shall  appoiot  a suitable  number  of  teijci-s, 
not  exceeding  4,  for  the  dilftreih  parts  of  ilie  house 
or  area  where  the  freemen  are  u.ssembied,  and  shall 
also  direct  the  freemen  '.o  provide  each  for  himsel: 
a num!)er  of  slips  of  paper,  equal  to  ti>e  numbei 
wiiicli  by  la%v  are  to  stand  in  nomination,  arid  wlien 
provided,  lie  shall,  if  the  accommodutloms  v/dl  ad 
init  tliereof,  order  the  freemen  to  be  seated,  and 
on  any  person  being  named  by  any  freeman  to  stand 
in  nomination,  the  presiding  officer  shall  call  upo 
those  who  would  vole  for  the  person  so  named  to 
signify  it  by  rising,  or  when  the  accommodation 
will  not  admit  of  the  freemen  being  seated,  shall 
call  upon  them  to  vote,  by  holding  up  the  hand, 
which  being  done,  the  tellers  in  the  quarters  as- 
signed them,  shall  count  the  numbers  voting,  and 
sliall  successively  with  an  audible  voice  declare 
the  numbers^  winch  numbers,  the  presiding  olFicer, 
with  alike  audible  voice,  shall  successively  repeal, 
and  cause  to  be  taken  down,  and  the  aggregate  to 
be  entered  ag.dnst  the  name  of  the  person  vote<. 
for,  and  the  same  proceeding  shall  be  repealed  a- 
often  as  any  person  shall  be  so  named,  by  any  .free- 
man; but  no  freeman  shall  vole  for  more  in  number 
than  are  by  law  to  stand  in  such  nomination,  and 
every  freeman  on  voting  as  aforesaid,  slial}  each 
time  drop  one  of  the  said  slips  of  paper,  liiat  ite 
may  not  be  exposed  through  mistake  to  vole  for 
more  than  the  prescribed  number.” 

The  ^:eiitleinan  who  comnturiicated  to  us  the 
preceding:  extract,  makes  some  vei-y  grave  re- 
marks on  the  necessity  of  t!ie  "^^slips  ot  paper,’* 
lest  some  might  have  subjected  themselves  to 
punishment,  because  they  could  not  count 
twenty! 

The  manner  of  suffrage  v/as  changed  by  a 
mere  vote  of  the  legislature,  because  the  state 
has  not  a constitution.  It  is  governed  by  the 
charter  granted  by  Charles  11.  which  was 
adopted  by  a simple  legislative  act  at  the  re- 
volution, &d  the  body  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  citizens  is  at  all  times  subject  to 
the  whim  and  caprice  of  the  general  assembly, 
or  founded  upon  usages  to  be  interpreted  or  ex- 
pounded by  the  judiciary!  But  a convention 
to  form  a constitution  will  now,  probably,  be 
called,  and  the  many  odious  and  unjust  regu- 
lations as  the  qualifications  of  voters,  tkc.  will 
be  done  away.  Men  required  to  pay  taxes 
and  perform  military  duties,  are  denied  the 
right  of  voting,  lint  ^^manufactured  voters^' 
— i.  e.  persons  invested,  for  the  moment,  with 
certain  property  qualifications,  for  certain 
purposes,  have  been  so  numerous,  as  to  per- 
vert the  sense  and  meaning  of  The  regulation. 

In  ecclesiastical  matters  the  people  have 
been  strangely  ruled.  In  truth,  there  has  been 
an  ‘^establishm  church'^''  in  Connecticut!  It  is 
spoken  of  as  a dreadful  innovation  that  gov. 
Wolcott,  though  he  has  appointed  a priest  of 
that  church  to  preach  the  next  “election  ser- 
mon,” has  nominated  an  episccpulian  to  that 
duty,  if  the  former  cannot  perform  it! — There 
is  also  some  queer  thing  that  is  called  an  “ec- 
eUsi(fsiical  constitution,'^  full  of  liateful  dis- 
tinctions juad  discriminations,  and  affeetirg  the 


civil  rights  of  the  citzens  in  many  important 
respects.  An  ‘^'orifiodo.x  cutechism'’  is  men- 
tioned, and  those  that  do  not  measurably  con- 
fenn  to  it  may  be  convicted  oi'  feloiu;,  and  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  maintaining  at  action  at 
law  or  in  equity,  of  being  gua'  dians,  executors, 
administrators,  &c.— incapable  of  holding  any 
office,  tkc.  Tiie  “common  school  system,”  ad- 
mirable and  woThy  as  it  is,  in  most  respects, 
of  imitation,  is  cursed  with  this  ^'orthodoxif^ 
and  its  priests— and  the  fellows  and  professors 
of  > ale  college  are  required  to  make  a so- 
lemn declaration  of  their  belief  in  the  “assem- 
bly’s catechism  and  the  confession  of  faith  ” 
and  to  pledge  themselves  to  prevent  the  pre- 
valence of  doctrines  contrary  the leto,  &c.^ 

The  people  of  this  state  have  an  interesting 
duty  to  perform.  May  they  persevere  in  it 
until  they  erect  a constitution  that  shall  secure 
equal  rights  to  the  community!  I'iie  time  has 
past  when  “confessions  of  faith”— the  acts  of 
deeply  interested  and  darkly  designing  indi- 
viduals, can  legitimately  stand  between  a 
man’s  conscience  and  his  God;  and  we  trust 
that  this  fragment  of  the  “/m/y  inquisition”  will^ 
be  immediately  blotted  from  the  statutes  ot 
Connecticut,  “peaceably,  if  it  can;  violently, 
if  it  must.”  And  how  strange  is  it,  that  tliey 
who  tied  their  country  and  sought  religious  li- 
berty in  the  wilder  ness,  should  themselves  have 
' refused  it  to  their  fellow  men!  Let  the  sys- 
tem perish!— an  “established  church,”  of  any 
denomination,  is  a Baal,  and  the  ti  ue  God  will 
cast  it  down — that  he  may  be  worshipped  in 
spirit  and  in  truth;  and  not  be  mocked  by  hy- 
pocritical conformities  from  ^vorldly  motives. 
Let  me  be  understood — I repeat  what  1 hav« 
oftentimes  said,  that  1 make  no  opposition  to 
the  doctrines  of  anj^  sect,  and  would  freely 
give  to  every  man  the  same  liberty  to  form  a 
set  of  opinions  that  1 have  exercised  lor  my- 
self— but  let  not  the  state  interfere  with  these: 
it  only  serves  to  make  a trade  of  religion. 

But  Connecticut  \sh\essei\  in  this — a majori- 
ty of  her  elector  scan  give  to  her  a free, 

and  liberal  constitution'—whichdl  three  fourths 
of  the  people  of  the  states  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  were  in  favor  of  it,  they  could  not 
quietly  obtain  it  for  themselves. — In  both  ol 
these  states  heaven’s  first  law  in  politics  is  re- 
versed—iBE  MlNOiUTi  MAY  RULE; 
and,  in  the  fiormer,  does  rule,  in  questions  of 
right  as  well  as  in  those  of  opinion.  This 
truth. 


A most  sensible  Letter. 

The  editors  of  a respectable  southern  paper 
lately  published  an  article  in  which,  though  I 
was  praised  beyond  my  deserts,  I was  also  re- 
prehended as  exhibiting  a weakness  in  the 
publication  of  extracts  from  some  letters  1 had 
received  from  distinguished  gentlemen.  Per- 
haps, it  was  wrong — perhaps,  it  may  not  be 
repeated,  the  apparent  use  or  necessity  of  it 
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having  past  by.*  But,  let  us  reason  a little' could  be  deinaiuled  of  him,  for  the  year  up  to 
on  the  matter:  a man’s  reputationh  a.s  u\ucU]i^ept.  1818— -but  (-hafter  eypressinir  his  regret 
his  propertv  as  his  houses  and  lands,  and  !»e  jtliattwo  inonths”  had  elapsed,  without  making 
has  as  go<ura  right  to  makean  honest  proftton  jpaymentin  advance,  and  complimenting  me  in 
it.  This  is  practised  every  day,  in  a thousand  |tiie  most  flattering  terms)  he  thus  apologizes 
diSerent  shapes.  The  rich  capitalist,  for  in- 1 for  the  delay 

stance,  rai-elesslv  throws  a note  for  20  or  i “111  bealiu  induced  me  to  visit  the  upper  part 

50,000  dollars  into  tlie  bank,  depending  on  his  I state,  where  1. remained  until  a few  da;  s a^o; 

'•aputatlon  to  have  it  discounted;  whilst  others,  . • . uio 

r;  ,,  . , .1  . self  to  fall  in  arrears  for  your  invaluaMe 


the  time  of  my  departure. 

“Ei. closed  you  will  receive  a bill  of  tinentv  dol- 
lars,’’ Sec. 


found  that  I had  suffered  n.y- 

• ,,  »aii  1.1  .1..  tu.s  for  your  invaluable  paper, 

perhaps  really  more  competent  to  pay  their  j I convinced,  will  overlook  this  de- 

debts, than  he  IS,  plain,  simple  and  productive  from  his  just  request-health,  whioh  is  the 

mechanics,  feel  it  necessary  to  explain  to  the  'greatest  of  blessing.s,  was  at  stake,  whlcli  caused 
directors  u;/zy  they  are  wortiiy  ami  expect  to  metorem.wii  from  home  longer  than  I expected  at 
receive  an  accommodation  of  a tew  hundreds 
I recollect  an  anecdote  that  was  currently  stat- 
ed in  a neighbo!  ing  city,  some  yea«  s ago.  A 
well  known  merchant  offered  a very  large  note  I 

— for  5l),0t)0  dollars,  I believe,  for  discount,  at ! . , r • 

one  of  the  banks.  The  directors  were  elad  ! . h'  S've  to  Mr.  J)arb^  every  chance  of 
of  the  opportunity  of  accom:nodating  a per-:t««  m my  power,  aswell  as  to  vm.ocate  mysetf 
son  w!k.  seldom  aMced  for  it,  and  simieralW  mandest  ey;ors  comnotted 

;,ad  sue],  Imavv  deposits  in  their  institution:  a co.TespoT.dent,  m descr,b,ngthe--praines 

bntuotone  of ’the  board  had  everbcfo,-e  l,eard  i l-'>u>s>.voa,  ’ I give  place  to  the  following 
of  the  cndocer!  They  politely  delegated  oue : -unasked,  borne  ,-emarks  are  mse,  ted, 
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to  wait  upou  the  d'  awer,  aud ! . Having  al  ways  ente- 

he  endorser  w.as-he  did  so.ip"'®'  for  that  gentleman,  1 be 


of  their  number 
ascertain  who  tl 
and  the  dr,aw  er  said,  “the  note  is  a good  one; 


' lieved  that  he  had  a sulficient  knowledge  of  me 


the  dinrei-ence  is  esactlv  he  e-if  it  is  done,i?«  >ncapab,e  ol  vv.an  only  m- 

w>u  make  500  dollm-s,  in  discount;  if  it  is  not  ' ‘ 

done,  I s.tve  it.  As  to  the  endm-ser,  he  is  a ;«««"«%  or.  at  least, 

line  man-te  fs  w,/  partev.  I give  no  „tl,er ! ‘““'‘“'''.'’f ’ I'"'® 
' lik  ' “ 


this  ha'peens  every ! him  in  thought,  ryo  d or  dm-d:  on  the 

■ -*  ■ ■ ' contrarv,  I shall  shew  that  he  hnnself  has  .a.-ted 


na:ne.”  >'03uething  like 

hour,  and  in  every  rank  oflife,  with  those  will)  I . it  i i • 

feel  tlie  power  of  “their  reputation;  and  others mcorrect.T,  if  not  rudely.  lU 
are,  in  like  manner,  engaged  to  build  up  such  a | publication  as  apply  person^ 

standing  in  society.  Reputation  rests  on  opi-  \ my,bel  enjoins  it  upon 


nion,  as  well  as  on  facts  ihiit  deserve  it;  ami  point  out  these  tmnp;  and  I sh.i  ( o i.. 

who  are  s>)  comneteiit  to  influence  o/nh’aow  as  I lias  attemp  e 
tho.-e  that  are  most  able  to  judge  the  merits  of'P^  injure  ine  in  a.  very  delicate  pent.  Fnere. 


facts/  Why,  then,  may  not  s5ch  opinions  be  i’*';®,"';  clofos  of  nien  in  the  lyoi'ld  so  jenhms 
fuir'y  used  to  ertend  a'knowledge  of  facts,  to  i«* as  inventors  and  .iiitnors.  Ire- 
the  lionor  or  profit  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  emirs  t.iat  arise  frnni  this  jea- 

they  are.^  ‘ Good  wine  needs  no  bush” — but  it  believe  t uat  Mr.  I . will  teel  luoie 

is  needful  to  its  vender  that  it  should  be  known  li-fg-i-et  forthem,  „n  the  present  occasnm.  than  I 
that  he  has  it.  .Still,  this  knowledge  may  be  I ‘ not  muci,  mistaken  Ins  c.i.ira-  ter. 

impvoperbf  urged,  and  honest  people  niay“dif-l  hi.stoi  y of  t ie  essay  signed  *’A  liOui.-bi- 

ferabmitit,  veaornay.  I ana  Planter”  is  tins:  It  was  written  bv  a gen- 


Nofwithstandimr  all  this.  T am  in,b,.-ed  itleman  personalivknown  tb  me— he  had  scry 


Some  ■‘•ilFol  f.:.se!.<, oils  i hI  been  sent  ..broad  bv I the  Ueoistch,  in  -esre  t to  a pi-ce 


a pers-m  thai,  tHoUj.ch  he  is  too  contemptible  ^o  be 
nuiTievl  in  tins  paper,  had  some  p >\vt-r  to  iriure  me 
With  t .ose  that  did  noi  k'low  me,  personally,  or 
tlirougS  ihe  Wkukcy  Rkgt.stku— r.nd  it  was  to  for- 
tify my  friends,  and  the  friends  of  tl;is  paper,  with 
evidence  in  nr  beh.tif,  ihai  I published  e.Ytrac  s 
fri'im  a fi  \v  of  the  complimentary  leiteis  1 n.d  re 
ceive  I.  1 s.ay  of  a/evr — I i.ave  enon^>-h  such  io  mak 
a volume.  I am  proud  of  them.  I trosk,  honestlv  so. 


froni  manuscript;  else,!  think, that  I mu'^t’eave 
noticed  the  wild  mijita.xe  as  to  the  sunerf.-  ial 
extent  of  the  country  sTioAen  of.  it  was  suf^* 
dent  f'w  those  rvho  vend  the  nroo^f  that  if  ‘i'U$ 
according  to  the  cnp'j;  anti  so  it  is,  a few  tin- 
important  and  immaterial  errors  excepted.—* 
Hiis  is  an  excuse  t’ioii,?;h  it  is  not  a jiis’if^'it- 
tlon.  on  mv  part— It  was  my  businQts  to  iuvft 


196  NILES=  REGISlEa-NOVEMBEU  2^  I8ir— DAKBVS  LOUIilAXA,  S.. 


read  it.  But  a chaiitable  disposition  would 
overlook  two  things  of  this  sort  in  six  years!'. 
'Ihe  vriter  of  the  essay.  I am  confident,  cannot 
knowingly  state  that  which  is  nnirue — to  a 
^v'arm  imagination  and  infoi  mation  too  easily 
credited,  with  a hasty  performance,  we  must 
ascribe  any  mistake  that  he  has  made. 

As  Mr.  Darby’s  address  may  pass  into  the 
hands  of  many  that  will  not  see  the  Weekly 
Regiscek,  1 very  respectfully  request  those 
eKilitors  who  give  it  a place  also  to  introduce, 
in  thei  ■ own  way,  at  least  the  paragraph  below, 
beginning  wdth  ‘‘Touching  the  matter.”  Let 
the  people  then  judge  between  Mr.  D,  and  me; 
and  say  which  of  us  has  acted  fairly  tow'ards 
i-lie  othei*. 

TUOyi  THE  KEW'TOUK  COLUMBIAN, 

JM}-.Sf>ooiwr — A friend  this  day  put  into  m3'  iiancls  a 
news  pap«r,  entitled  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  Sa- 
vannah, in  which  there  is  an  article  extracteil  from 
Niles’  Register,  under  the  sig-nuture  of  a Loxihiana 
Planter,  dated  Ijouisiana,  Sept.  1817,  and  headed 
Prairies  of  Louisiana. 

Tiicre  are  some  errors  in  this  piece,  that  in  cha- 
rity must  be  charged  to  the  press;  but  tliere  are 
others  that  must  have  originated  with  the  author. 
[ i'liere  are  no  errors  to  be  charged  to  “the 
ress,”  afiecting  the  author’s  meaning,  that  I 
now  01. j 

The  first  paragraph  contains  a rude  compliment 
to  Mr.  IJrackenridge  and  myself,  as  giving-  the  most 
correct  information,  but  charges  us  with  not  being 
siif-iacient  explicit.  The  seventh  paragraph  is  ver- 
batim as  follows: — 

“The  topography  of  this  count, ry  is  pretty  accu- 
rate on  Darby’s  map  of  Louisiana;  Ids  be>ok  is  a 
mucli  inferior  production  to  lus  map,  and  not  much 
to  be  relied  on  for  useful  information.  I will  liere 
add  a few  v/ords  concerning  the  soil,  and  its  pro- 
ductions; but  as  these  vary  in  an  extent  of country 
containing  about  300,000  square  miles,  1 will  consi- 
der the  districts  separately.” 

[The  opinion  of  the  Louisiana  Planter”  of 
Mr.  Darby’s  book,  is  an  affair  between  the  two: 
1 have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  In  Vol.  X.  p.  35S, 
“we’'  “most  heartily  recommended”  Mr.  D’s 
works  “to  all  who  desired  correct  information 
of  Louisiana,”  and  expressed  our  pleasute 
“that  his  talents  and  care  were  duly  esteemed 
by  an  enlightened  public.”] 

It  is  but  u few  inonlhs  since  a learned  Dr.  Jabez 
Heuslis  by  name,  publislied  an  elaborate  work,  on 
itje  diseases  of  Louisiana,  introduce.d  by  a fopogra- 
jihical  introduction,  copied  in  great  part  from  my 
first  edition,  and  in  which  I a.m  the  only  author 
pilfered,  who  is  not  named  or  referred  to  in  the 
work.  The  performance  was  dying  of  the  rick 
ets,  when  I made  the  discovery,  and  in  mercy  to 
parental  afl'ection,  I suffered  it  to  depart  in  peace. 

[ A.i  I never  before  heard  of  tlie  “learned  Dr. 
Jabez  Heustis,”  I can  hardly  be  made  account- 
able for  his  sins  against  iM?*.  Darby.] 

In  no.  18,  voi.  12,  of  Nlies’  Register,  under  the  ar- 
ticle Political  Economy,  no.  2,  I am  quoted  in  the 
following  nianuer:— “Large  tracts  of  land  are  con- 
tinually brought  into  the  cultivation  of  the  cane: — 
Mr  Darby  tells  us  there  are  250,000  acres  in  Loui- 
siana, fit  to  produce  it.  /f  e have  reason  to  believe 
there  is  a much  greater  quantity  than  that.” 


Mr.  Niies  had  good  reason  for  his  belief,  since 
the  passage  in  my  treatise,  page  156,  quoted  by  thio 
genllemau  runs  thus:— “Stating  the  sugar  land  of 
the  .state  ofLouisiana,  at  1,000,000  of  acres,  nog-eai 
error  wool  I be  committed.  This  estimate  exceeds 
the  one  I’dr'leth  part  of  the  whole  t^^rlmrial  sur 
face  of  the  state.  Deducting  from  thi.s  area  nree 
fourths,  for  all  the  other  objects  of  agricuT  ire, 
would  leave,  a nett 'extent  of  250,000  acres,  for  the 
sugar  plant.’* 

The  number  of  Mr.  Niles’  paper,  containing  the 
above  quotation,  was  put  into  my  hand  when  the 
second  edition  of  my  work  was  in  press.  Without 
charging  Mr  Niles  with  any  wisii  to  enhance  his 
sagacity,  by  presuming  to  find  out  by  hi.s  own  statis- 
tical science,  a point  of  information  I had  given  him, 
I requoted  his  misrepresentation  in  my  second  edi- 
tion, and  referred  to  tlie  page  from  whence  this 
gentleman  derived  the  basis,  upon  which  his  very 
shrewd  guesses  were  founded. 

[ rouching  the  matter  of  the  three  preceding 
paragraphs  we  teel  at  home,  with  a capability 
to  prove  that  Mr.  Darby  has  acted  “precipi- 
tately and  incorrectly,  if  not  rudely.”  “A 
plain  tale  shall  put  him  down.”  It  is  true,  that 
111  page  156*  the  sentences  so  proudly  quoted 
are  inserted — But,  in  the  very  next  page,  he 
himself  quotes  an  interesting  article  from  the 
Weekly  Register,  in  respect  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  cane,  (see  Vol.  X.  p.  201)  about 
which  he  says — “ should  the  essay  made  by 
these  gentlemen  be  verified  by  future 
experience,  the  sugar  land  will  be  more 

THAN  qUADRUPLED,  OR  EXCEED  ONE  MILLION 

OF  ACRES.”  Mark  this — If  the  information 
that  “we”  gave  him  was  true,  “the  sugar  land 
would  be  more  than  quadrupled.”  With  this 
fact,  and  his  own  acknowledgement  of  it  right 
before  him,  common  courtesy  ought  to  have 
induced  Mr.  D.  to  believe  that  “we”  knew 
something  more  of  the  matter  than  “we”  had 
derived  from  his  book,  which  was  in  Ihe  press 
long  after  our  article  was  published.  And  in 
his  table  p.  162,  which  we  copied  [Vol.  X.  p. 
555]  under  the  column  headed,  “tlie  extent 
that  may  be  foimd  in  the  state  of  Louisiana 
upon  which  each  staple  may  be  cultivatedf^  he 
gives  us  250,000  acres  for  sugar.  It  was  this 
table  that  “we”  had  before  us  when  the  se- 
cond number  of  ‘^Political  Economy was 
written — we  recollected nothingofhis</zwZi/ieiZ 
sentences  in  page  156,  and  supposed,  (as  w e 
think  that  every  man  in  the  world  would  have 
done)  that  250,000  acres  was,  in  his  opinion, 
“the  extent  that  might  be  found  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana  upon  which  sugar  might  he 
cultivated — because  he  said  so  in  that  table. 
Our  copy  of  his  table,  for  brevity’s  sake,  has 
this  column  beaded,  “JVo.  of  acres  in  the  state 
suited  to  each  staple'^'’ — and  conveys  the  same 
idea  in  fewer  words.  If,  therefore,  “we”  have 
erred,  the  fault  was  as  much  Mr.  Darby’s  as 
our  own;  and  I indignantly  reject  his  super- 
cilious insinuation,  that  anything  that  he  bad 
said  was  “the  basis  on  which  my  very  shrewd 

* First  edition — 1 have  not  seen  a .second. 
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and  liable  to  the  anim  tdversions  of  any  person  v.'bo 
deems  tliesnbject  oi*  the  manner  wortli  !iis criticisn  ; 
tlien-fore  any  proof  of  inaecurriCy  is  a fair  suhjei:*  of 


jriiesses  were  foundLMl” — foh  it  is  xot  true. 

'Vhit  contrayy  is  most  clearly  proved — and  Mr. 

I),  has  that  iiroof  ill  t!ie  first  edition  of  his  own; 
book!!  If,  after  this  exlubitioii,  3ir.  I)ail)\  iSj  jyjy  delioiencies,  you  are  bound  not,  io  intmnn  e 
vvilliiifj  to  persist  in  his  assertioiL,  lie  is  heartily  more  monstrous  e.  rorstlianei'duT>tr,!Iracl:enrkl,:^r, 
welcome  to  all  the  self-satisfaction  that  he  can]  myself,  or  I believe  any  other  person  exceptyour  cci - 
flerivefrom  it.and  itwill  not<rivcme  the  least  ‘f^spondent,  ever  did  commit  respectinj-  !.ou:si..n  . 

1 In  a common  newspaper,  the  editor  is  not  aiways 


uneasiness  ^ 

Some  few  months  past,  a manuscript  map  of  I,.nui- 
.siana  and  parts  adjacent,  was  sent  on  from  Wasliinj^- 
lon,  in  tlie  state  of  Missis^ir>pi,  to  Philadelphia  for 
publication,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  an  engraver 
according'ly.  Tlie  pretended  aut'oor  of  this  map, 
was  A man  of  the  name  of  I.udlo'.v;  but  by  an  adver- 
tisement wliich  lately  appeared  in  theKational  Intel- 
ligencer, it  has  been  made  appear  liy  the  acknow- 
ledgement of  I'homas  Freeman,  surveyor  general, 
that  him  and  Ludlow  were  partners  in  the  business 
Mr  Freeman  charges  INIr.  Ludlow  in  great  wrath, 
with  an  attempt  at  appropriating  this  map  to  his 
own  use  and  emolument.  With  tiie  quarrels  of  tliese 
great  men  I have  nothing  io  do,  but  the  manuscript 
is  in  many  of  its  essential  parts,  a clumsy  copy  of 


accountable  for  the  accuracy  of  his  fads;  but  in  a 
puhlicjlion  like  yours,  you  are  rciponsihle  for  to- 
pographical iT.is'^akes,  that  could «n.)t  have  escaped 
3 our  observation  if  due  attention  had  been  paid  to 
the  examination  of  your  materials. 

[Here  is  the  ‘‘front  of  my  o.Teiidino;,”  but 
rather  severely  ui'i^etl;  thougli  1 acknowledge 
that  “due  attention  was  not  paid  to  the  exa- 
mination” of  the  essay.  Yet  1 liave  always 
disavowed  a responsibility  for  thre^  things — 
as  to  facts  stated  by  correspondents  ami  items 
of  foreign  and  domestic  news;  notwithstand- 
ing, except  in  the  tw'o  cases  mentioned,  they 
have  always  underwent  a most  strict  examina- 


mine.  The  Sabine  and  its  confluent  streams,  were  j being  aware  that  I was  more  “account- 

.surveyed  by  me  at  my  own  expense,  and  yet  copied  editors  of  “common  new'spapers'' 

by  the  same  men  who  in  tiieir  prospectus  insist  1 

upon  the  necessity  of  an  accurate  map  o f Louisiana.  ^ *1 

Happy  for  me  however,  the  principal  and  accom- 
plice in  this  latter  attempt,  disputed  about  the  re- 
ward before  the  crime  was  consummated,  and  of 
course  their  aim  was  frustrated. 

[I  have  no  more  to  do  with  this  than  with  the 
affair  of  the  “learned  Dr.  Jabez  Heustis;”  and 
why  either  of  them  are  lugged  into  this  article 
I neither  know  nor  care.  " " ^ ’ ' 


Your  correspondent  estimates  the  s’lrface  of 
Opelousas  and  Atacap^is  at  300,000  squ  re  miles; 
a surface  equ.al  to  that  of  "Nurginia,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  Kentuck}',  Xew-York,  and  New-Jer 
sey.  Now  the  simple  fact  is,  tiiat  tliose  two  posts 
cover  LSjZOO  squr.re  miles. 

“The  climate  is  so  mild,”  says  tlie  Louisiana 
Planter,  “that  fuel  is  not  wanted  except  for  t!ie 
riiere  was  not  one  winter  of  eiplit  tliat 


But  1 sincerely  re- j kitchen 
ioicetohear  that  any  attempt  made  to  j'ob  Mr.  ^ myself  resided  at  Opelousas,  hut  what  part  of 
Darby  of  the  fruits  of  his  talents  and  industry,  winter  was  really  severe,  and  three  times  I 

hcivp  irnnw’n  ?.inAU7  rpmiiin  ah  crrAMnrl  x 1A 


eminently  displayed  in  his  map  of  Louisiana 
has  been  "dcfeateil .] 

Mr.  Brown,  in  the  Western  Gazetteer,  (page 
144)  quoted  one  of  my  tables  almost  entire,  and  put 
Mr  Niles  down  as  the  author. 

[Mr.  Brown  expected  to  visit  Baltimore, and 
promised  to  coinpliineut  me  with  a copy  of  his 


have  known  snow  remain  on  the  ground  8 or  10 
days.  In  January  1807,  snow  fell  in  such  quantities 
at  Opelousas,  that  it  produced  a severe  mortality 
amongst  the  cattle.  In  January  1813  snow  fell  at 
Opelousas  eleven  inches  deep.  In  brief,  at  no  place 
where  i have  visited  are  fires  more  necessary  orie 
fourth  of  the  year,  than  at  Opelousas. 

Your  correspondent  calculates  that  the  inha- 


work;  but  death  arrested  his  course.  Hence  I of  St.  Mary  in  lbl6  amounted  to  3,000,  au.d 

had  neglected,  until  this  moment,  to  purchaseU|'-‘‘  i-evenue  arose  from  2 500  hales  of  coito.i, 
1®  1 I -w  M i>  ? ‘ hogsheads  of  siigar,  .and  8J9  beef  c:itt  e,  and 

his  valuable  compilation.  Mr.  l^.’s  error  vvasl^,,,, 

venial — he  would  not  have  wronged  any  inan  1 jg  really  practising  a double  and  cruel  puldic  decep- 
ofhis  literary  property,  knowingly.  He  copied;  tiou  as  may  be  seen  by  absolute  calculation, 
the  table  from  the  Weekly  Register,  but  did]  If  the  b.ale  is  estimated  only  at  3001/,.  dean 

not  observe  that  “we”  had  given  credit  fur  the: 2, oOO  balrs  would  demand  3,000,000/6i-. 

whole  article  on  Louisiana  to  Mr.  Darby.— 

Vol  X.  p.  353-2d  paragraph.]  ben,  co 

I confidently  appeal  to  any  person  who  has  read 
my  treatise,  and  particularly  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Opelousas  and  Atacapas,  whetlier  those  districts 
have  not  received  their  full  share  of  attention.  1 here- 
with remit  you  the  entire  article  on  tiiose  places, 
which  I hope  you  v/ill  have  the  kindness  to  insert 
in  your  paper;  and  I hope  that  editors  of  newspa- 
pers who  have  inserted  tliis  article  from  Mr.  Niles, 
w'ill  have  the  candor  to  publish  mine,  also  including 
the  observations  with  which  it  is  prefaced.  Tiie 
public  will  then  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  who  has 
given  the  mo.st  correct  information  on  the  subject. 

[AYe  siiall  probably  copy  this  account  into  a 
future  Register.] 

I shall  conclude  this  exordium  b\'  a few  obseiwa- 
tior.s  addressed  to  Mr.  Niles  hinaself— Sir,  as  a 


literary  composition,  my  treatise  is  at  the  disposal  very  much. 


lected.  Oil  a population  of  any  given  number,  at 
least  one  third  must  be  deducted  for  age,  infiincy, 
sickness,  and  other  exemptions;  th.erefore,  if  tiie 
laboring  people  had  all  cultivated  cotton,  every 
person  must  have  produced  1500/6.  besides  pro- 
viding his  food.  But  to  this  in  itself  extravagant 
income,  comes  on  900  hogsiieads  sugar.  'J^his'  9,/j 
hogsheads  must  weigli  1,080,000/5.  If  three  lbs. 
of  sugar  are  allowed  equal  in  necessary  labor  in 
production  to  one  of  cotton,  there  nuy  be  ad  le<i 
360,000/5.  of  clean  cotton,  or  1,440,000  li)s.  in  th. 
seed,  which  added  to  3,00o, 000  yields  4,-140,000  ii) 
upwards  of  two  thousand  two  luiudrcd  to  eac!)  p-., - 
son.  Saying  notliing  of  the  time  necessary  'o  at'  end 
to  the  300  beeves, this  agricultural  product  i.s  endreh’ 
beyond  what  has  ever  been  realized  in  thecountr  , . 
But  admitting  the  fac%  the  price  is  also  overrale’j. 
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2,500  Kales  at  400/5.  per  bale,  at  ^20 

per  cv/i.  ^200,000 

900  hhds.  sugrar,  1200/5.  per  lihd.  at 

10  cents  pc-r/iJ,  108,000 

800  beeves  ^520  per  bead  ' 16,000 

S3 14.000 

By  tbe  above  overcliarged  prices  the  amount 
falls  far  behind  the  estimate  given  in  your  paper; 
valuing  each  article  at  its  common  medium  price 
would  reduce  tlie  aggregate  sum  under  ^200,000. 

Such  papers  as  the  one  I have  been  reviewing  can 
only  acquire  a title  to  notice  from  being  inserted 
i!i  such  publications  as  yours.  I’he  language, 
logical  dedtiction  and  distortion  of  facts  exhibited, 
would  render  such  a tissue  too  wretched  to  ju.stify 
ridicule  if  conftned  to  a common  Gazette.  Tne 
mind.s  of  the  people  of  the  eastern  and  middle 
states  need  no  deceptive  lie  to  induce  them  to 
emigrate  to  the  south  and  west. 

In  every  stage  of  my  advance  as  a writer,  how- 
ever  humble  may  be  my  attempts,  I have  constantly 
endeavored  to  present  facts  as  they  really  are  in 
nature.  The  mischief  is  incalculable  that  has  been 
done  by  high  wroug’nt  pictures  of  rapid  gain  held 
out  to  persons  moving  into  the  Ohio  and  Mississi|'i-"i 
valleys.  There  seems  to  exist  a kind  of  mania  to 
swell  every  thing  relating  to  those  pLaces  beyond 
the  measure  of common  sens^e.  I haveincurred  the 
Stupid  ire  of  a few  persons  of  a description,  you 
may  not  be  acquaintCvd  with.  A class  of  men  has 
remov€d  into  Louishina  and  made  purchases  of  land 
on  speculation,  and  are  enraged  with  every  one 
who  does  not  consent  to  estimate  this  kind  of  pro 
perty  far  above  its  value.  With  such  men  no  in- 
formation is  useful  that  does  not  gratify  their  avidity. 

Whatever  may  be  my  rank  as  a literary  man, 
there  is  one  path  to  fame  which  I hope  never  to 
tread.  I have  said,  and  I now  repeat  the  assertion, 
that  wealth  is  gained  in  Louisiana  by  the  same 
means  as  elsewhere,  temperance,  industry  and 
economy.  I have  described  each  part  of  the  coun- 
try in,  I still  believe,  its  true  colors;  but  I have 
excited  the  vei^geance  of  such  men  as  the  writer  of 
the  Louisiana  Planter,  because  I did  not  amplify 
iipom  every  f«rm;  and  give  the  number  of  children 
in  every  family.  If  the  expressions  of  this  writer 
had  not  gained  a pov/cr  of  malignant  mischief 
against  Mr,  Brackenridge  and  myself,  as  well  as 
some  claim  to  credit  from  the  publication  from 
wliich  it  origicated,  it  might  have  followed  covered 
with  contempt  to  tim  grave  of  oblivion,  the  thou- 
sand other  bombastic  desorip’.ions  given  to  the  pub- 
lic every  day  on  Louisiana,  and  also  upon  all  other 
parts  of  the  south  and  west.  So  strong  in  fact  is 
this  propensity  in  too  many,  that  wh.en  the  naked 
facts  are  presented,  the  picture  has  lost  all  its 
attraction,  to  these  poetical  geograpliers.  The 
sfcaiistics  of  ilie  United  States  liave  been  disgraced 
by  stretching  out  counties  to  empires,  and  by 
assuming  extraordinary  production  as  data,  upon 
which  to  calculate  the  collected  value  ofagricultural 
labor. 

Men  are  generally  disposed  to  consider  an  arti- 
cle in  “Niles’  Register,”  as  purge  ! from  ab.surdities 
and  in4)ossibi lilies,  and  are  not  disposed  to  give 
themselves  ilie  trouble  to  examine  t])e  basis  upon 
which  Attacapas  and  Opelousas  are  expanded  to  a 
wider  extent,  than  all  what  is  usually  considered 
the  southern  states  taken  together,  or  upon  the 
means  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  tliose  two  con 
lined  districts  become  rapidiy  rich  without  being 
subject  to  any  of  the  common  incidents  attending 
suddenly  acquired  vvealUi.  I will  gratefully  ac- 


knowledge t!ir  obligation  to  any  gcnlleman  wl  o 
uuU  poiiit  out  either  errors  or  omissions  in  tlie 
facts  in  any  work  of  mine,  but  1 w ill  also  expose 
any  m.alicious  attempt  made  to  inflict  unprovoktd 
personal  injury  tlirougli  the  medium  of  unfounded 
topographical  delineations  wliose  tetidency  is  to 
injure  also  the  public. 

[Here  is  a compliment,  indeed! — arc 
gemralbj  disposed  to  consider  an  article  in 
‘Mies’’  Register^  as  purged  from  ahsurdilies 
and  imjjossibilitiesJ'^  Now,  if  this  compliment 
is  just,  there  must  be  some  cause  for  it:  ^‘Niles* 
Register’’  is  generallij  correct,  or  ‘‘men”  are 
generally  fools.  Always  inclined  to  believe 
that  which  we  desire,  and  never  disposed  to 
libel  our  numerous  and  very  l espectable  rea- 
ders, we  prefer  the  hope  that  in  the  forinei  of 
these  is  the  cause  why  this  paper  is  so  “consi- 
dered.”  Whence  comes  tliis  cause?— from  a 
sincere  devotion  to  holy  truth,  at  all  seasons, 
and  in  laborious  exci  cises  to  discover  it.  I am 
gratefully  rewarded  by  my  fellow-citizens  for 
this— they  have  given  me  their  friendship  and 
confidence  in  a very  remarkable  manner^  but 
will  withdraw^  both  at  the  moment  tbatl  appear 
unworthy  of  either.  1 wish  them  to  do  it— 
perish  every  thing  that  would  mislead  or  de- 
ceive the  public  mind!  People  may  call  this 
p'ide,  vanity  or  aftectation— any  thing  that 
they  please.  I know  my  own  heart,  and  can 
lay  my  hand  upon  it  and  say,  in  the  face  of 
Heaven,  that  I never  did  to  any  man  that 
which  [ should  not  have  supposed  he  would  be 
right  to  do  to  me,  in  the  same  circumstances 
and  views  of  things.  JMf.  Darby  does  me  and 
my  correspondent  injustice,  rank  injustice,  in 
insinuating  that  either  of  us  “have  maliciously 
attempted  to  inflict  unprovoked  personal  in- 
jury upon  him.”  I,  at  least,  considered  him  as 
my  frieml,  because,  perhaps,  I felt  that  I was 
/zis— and  it  is  on  that  account  chiefly,  as  well 
as  to  defend  a reputation  that  I am  as  jealous 
of  as  Mr.  Darby  can  be  of  his,  that  I have  in- 
truded these  remarks  upon  my  readers.  And 
to  conclude,  with  the  same  idea  that  Mr.  D. 
so  much  harps  upon,  I may  say,  ihat  though  I 
disregard,  as  the  dust  under  my  feet,  what  some 
may  say  or  think  of  me,  the  c are  others  whose 
censure  i shall  always  feel  bound  to  ])rove  un- 
just, or  to  profit  by  it  in  the  reformation  of  my 
life  and  manners.  When  I shall  cease  to  have 
this  feeling,  I hope  that  I shall  cease  to  be. 

The  “Louisiana  Planter”  appeared  in  your  num- 
ber of  the  18th  of  October,  1817;  and  strange  as 
it  may  be,  in  the  preceding  nwmber  you  have 
given  the  detail  and  aggregate  of  the  products  of 
North  Carolina  of  the  same  year  (1816)  siud  the 
amount  is  ^1,328,271,  not  three  limes  the  amount 
given  as  the  product  of  3000  people  in  St.  Mary’s 
Tjarish,  in  Auacapas.  Thus  the  value  of  labor  in 
the  latter  must,  from  the  respective  number  of 
individuals  exceed  the  latter  near  170  to  1. 

[Not  the  “aggregate  products,”  Mr.  Darby.] 

(Tj^Tlie  editors  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  Richmond  Enquirer,  Raleigh 
Register,  and  Lexington  Reporter  whether  th>^ 
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have  inserted  “The  f/>iilsi:ina  Idanler”  or  not,  will  j 
confer  a particular  obli/jaiion  on  m«  hy  insertinjr : 
the  above  prefatory  remarks,  and  also  ilie  extract 
from  Darby’s  Loriisianu,  which  will  follow,  in  the' 
Columbian.  V/ILLIAM  DARI3Y. 

jYc'.u  I'ui'k',  J\*or.  IS  17. 

Legislature  of  llliode  Lsland. 

Res9lvcJ,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tiv.softlie.sta'eof  RhodeTslaiui, &c.  Thatthe  sena- 
tors of  Said  stale,  in  the  con;,a‘e.ss  of  the  U.  States, 
be  instructed,  and  tlieir  representatives  requested 
to  use  their  best  exertions  to  have  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  internal  duties  and  taxes  repealed,  and  also 
to  obtain  as  "•reat  a reduction  of  the  standing'  army 
of  the  United  Stat  es  as  the  situation  of  tiie  country 
will  admit. 

Hous^oJ  representaliv.^s,  JSi'ov.  1,  1817. 

Voted  and  passed  unanimously. 

By  order,  Thomas  Bcugks,  CHc. 

In  the  senate,  read  the  same  da_v,  and  conairred 
as  underwrittea,  viz. 

Resolved,  'I’hut  tlie  senators  of  this  state,  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed,  and 
the  representatives  reqtiested,  to  use  their  exenLions 
to  procure  a repeal  of  the  whole  system  of  internal 
revenue  except  so  much  as  relates  to  the  distilla- 
tion of  ardent  spirits;  ai^d  also  to  obtain  as  great  a re- 
duction of  the  st.anding  army,  and  of  the  sum  ap 
propriated  for  the  annual  increase  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  as  tiie  situation  of  the  country  w'ill 
admit. 

By  order^  Samuel  Edcv,  Sec^ry. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  read  the  same 
day,  and  non-concurred. 

By  order,  Thomas  Burges,  CPk 

In  the  senate,  read  the  same  day,  and  voted  to 
adhere  to  the  above  amendment. 

By  order,  Samuel  Eddt,  Sec’ry. 

Instead  of  appointing  a committee  of  conference 
on  this  disagreement,  agreeable  to  parliamentary 
usage,  the  house  resolved  to  pass  the  original  reso- 
lution, witli  a slight  alteration  of  its  phraseology, 
fit  having  been  framed  for  a joint  resolvition)  and 
directed  their  clerk  to^  communicate  it  to  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  in  congress. 


Appoiiitmeuts — official. 

MADE  BY  THE  PllESIDEXT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  SINCE 
THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Hezekiah  Luckin,  of  Georgia,  collector  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the  fifth  collection 
district  of  Georgia. 

Thomas  P.  Eva7is,  of  South  Carolina,  collector  of 
direct  taxes  and  mternal  duties  for  the  eighth  col- 
lection district  of  South  Carolina. 

William  Cravford,  of  the  Alississippi  territory, 
receiver  of  public  monies  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  said  territory,  for  lands  of  the  United 
St.ites  east  of  Pearl  river. 

James  Ladd,  of  Kew-Hampshire,  surveyor  and 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Portsmouth. 

Jesse  Haivley,  of  the  state  of  New  York,coliector 
of  the  district  of  Gennessee,  and  inspector  of  the 
revenue  for  the  port  of  Gennessee. 

David  W.  Jfall,  of  Indiana,  collector  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the  state  of 'Indiana. 

Richard  Ransome  Gv>ynr.,  of  North  C.arolina,  col- 
lector of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the 
thirteenth  collection  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Thomas  Jenkinsy  of  Virginia,  collector  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the  twentieth  collec- 
tion district  of  Virghia. 


Jfoses  Jinssrll,  of  South  Carolina,  consul  t.| 
llie  United  Stales  for  the  port  of  Riga,  m Rus  ia. 

Ja.nes  Jirobson,  of  Delaware,  mar.shal  in  uod  for 
the  disti-lct  of  Delaware. 

Henry  lios-eell,  of  Maryland,  collector  for  the 
district  of  Nottingham. 

James  D.  H'esUott,  of  New-Jersey,  collector  for 
the  district  of  Bridgetown. 

Joh?i  J).  Jones,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  naval  o^cer  for 
the  district  of  Wdminglon. 

JMovton  A.  fVaring,  of  South  C.arolina,  marslial 
Iti  and  f>r  the  South  C.irolina  district. 

Thomas  Rhodes,  of  Rhode  lsland,  collector  of  di- 
rect tuxes  and  internal  duties  for  the  second  collec- 
tion district  of  Rhode-Island. 

Joshua  Clibborn,  of  Pennsylvania,  consul  of  the 
United  Stages  for  the  port  of  Antwerp. 

John  Heath,  of  Virginia,  cotisul  of  the  United 
S'.ates  for  the  i.sland  of  Teneriffe. 

JMartin  7'.  Morton,  of  Massachusett.s,  collector  and 
Iiispector  of  the  revenue  f >r  the  port  of  Nantucket. 

Robert  Fairchild,  of  Connecticut,  marshal  in  and 
for  the  district  of  Connecticut. 

John  T.  Mason,  of  Kentucky,  marshal  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Kentucky. 

William  W.  Jiihb,  of  Georgia,  governor  in  and 
over  the  Alabama  territory. 

Jonathan  Kearsley,  of  Pennsylvania,  collector  ot 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the  tenth  collec 
tion  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

William  Craovford,  of  Missis, sippi  territory,  col- 
lector of  di’^ect  taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the 
third  collection  district  of  the  .Mississippi  territory. 

Henry  H.  Jieeson,  of  Pennsylvania,  collector  oi* 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  for  the  hfieenth 
colleoiion  district  of  Penn.sylvauia. 

E’bridge  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts,  surveyor  and 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Bo.stnn. 

Joseph  J\T.  Gordon,  of  Maryland,  collector  for  the 
district  of  Chester. 

Almon  Gibbs,  of  Ohio,  collector  a?id  inspector  of 
the  revenue  for  the  port  of  .Miami. 

Hezekiah  Prince,  of  Massachusetts,  surveyor  and 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Thomuston 

Alexander  Irvine,  of  Georgia,  naval  officer  fev 
the  port  of  Savannah. 

Robert  Brent,  Thomas  Pet^,  William  Thornton, 
Thomas  Corcoran,  Samuel  Smallwood,  Richard 
Parrott,  Thomas  Fenwick,  John  B.  Kirby,  John  (Jtt, 
Samuel  H.  Smith,  Daniel  Rapine,  JVicholas  Young, 
John  Threlkeld,  Daniel  Reintzel,  James  M.  Varnitm, 
Joseph  Cussin,  William  Waters,  and  Joseph  Forest, 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington 
in  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Major  general  Andrerv  Jackson,  his  excellency 
Joseph  McMinn,  of  Tennessee,  and  gener.d  David 
Mem'iwether,  of  Georgia,  commissioners  to  treat 
with  file  Cherokee  tribe  or  nation  of  Indians. 

His  excellency  Lewis  Cass,  governor  of  the  Mi- 
chigan territory  and  Duncan  Me  Arthur,  late  a bri- 
gadier general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
commissioners  to  treat  with  all  or  any  of  the  tribes 
lor  nations  of  Indians,  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
state  of  Ohio. 

David  B,  Mitchell,  esq.  of  the  state  of  Georgia, 
commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians/ 

His  excellency  William  Clark,  governor  of  the 
Missouri  territory,  and  his  excellency  dViidan  Ed 
wards,  governor  of  the  Illinois  territory,  comm  > - 
sioners  to  treat  with  the  Potowotamies  and  other 
tribes  of  Indians,  in  the  Illinois  territory. 

Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania,  unvoy  e.xtranrdi- 
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nary  ami  minister  plenipotentiary  of  tlie  United 
States  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain. 

Joshua  Barney,  of  Maryland,  naval  officer  for  thf- 
port  of  Baltimore. 

Paul  lientalon,  of  Maryland,  marshal  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Maryland. 

Jacob  J)Tark,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the 
port  of  Co^'k. 

James  Fisfc,  of  Vermont,  collector  and  inspector 
df  the  re\^enue  for  the  port  of  Allburg. 

John  Tedder,  collector  of  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties  for  the  third  collection  district  of  Tennessee. 

John  M.  Goodenoru),  collector  of  direct  tax  and 
internal  duties  for  tlie  6th  collection  district  of 
Ohio. 

Jlbijah  TombHng,  collector  of  direct  tax  and  inter- 
nal duties  for  the  15th  collection  district  of  New 
York. 

John  Jett,  collector  of  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties  for  the  1st  collection  district  of  Loafsiana. 

William  Wirt,  of  Virginia,  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States. 

John  C.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  secre- 
tary for  the  department  of  w'ar. 


Slave  Trade,  &c. 

Tmporiani  papers  relating'  to  the  slave  trade — ordered 
by  the  house  of  commons  to  be  printed. 

ADMiiiALTx-OFFicE,  July  7,  1817. 
Copy  of  a letter  from  captain  sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  to 
John  Wilson  Crocker,  esq.  dated  London,  the  7th 
J\'ovember,  1816 

Sill — I have  trie  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for  the 
intormation  of  their  lordships,  sucli  observations 
and  remarks  as  1 have  considered  it  my  duty  to 
make  on  the  present  state  of  Africa. 

To  his  m>jesty’s  government,  and  those  Inimane 
and  benevolent  persons  wlio  for  years  past  have 
been  exerting  their  interest  and  wealth  in  the  cause 
cf  Africa,  it  must  be  painful  to  hear  that  all  their 
efforts  towards  obtaining  the  real  abolition  of  slave- 
ry, have  been  of  little  or  no  avail;  for  though  fewer 
negroes  may  have  been  enslaved  since  the  abolition 
act  took  place  with  respect  to  tins  country,  yet  the 
cruelly  to  those  now  taken  away  by  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguese,  has  increased  quadruple;  and  those 
acts  appear  to  have  bad  no  other  effect  than  that 
of  transferring  the  slave  trade  to  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, whose  inlmman  traffic  has  since  wonderfully 
increased — and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  it  will  st  ill  further  increase,  as  the  fear  of  a 
termination  to  the  trade  in  a few  years,  will  induce 
them  to  pursue  it  with  much  greater  activity.  They 
row  fill  their  ships  beyond  any  former  precedent; 
as  a proof  of  which,  his  majesty’s  ship  Bann,  com 
manded  by  captain  Fisher,  captured  the  Portugtiese 
brig  San  Antonio,  of  only  120  tons,  with  600  slaves. 
In  a passage  of  80  leagues,  more  than  30  died,  and 
as  many  more  appeared  'irrecoverably  gone;  in  the 
midst  of  the  sick  lay  a putrid  corpse,  and  such  a 
horrid  stench,  that  captain  Fisher  was  appreliensive 
of  a plague,  and  was  obliged  to  take  not  only  the 
crew,  but  150  slaves  on  board  the  Bann,  and  make 
the  best  of  his  way  to  Sierra  Leone.  And  these 
powers  consider  themselves  so  safe  in  the  trade, 
and  are  in  such  perfect  good  understanding  with 
the  native  chiefs,  that  on  the  Bann’s  capturing  the 
Portuguese  bi-ig  Temeraire,  off  Whydah,  wliicl, 
vessel  had  purchased  600  slaves,  but  had  not  time 
to  load  them,  the  chief  assured  the  Poriugues. 
master,  who  is  on  shore  there,  that  he  would  feed 
the  slaves  until  another  vessel  could  arrive  for  them, 
on  ins  bring  ing  him  some  tobacco  as  a remuneration; 


♦he  master  is  now  at  W‘.  vdati,  in  d.aily  expectation 
o.f  a vessel,  when  there  is  little  doubt  but  be  will 
succeed  in  taking  off  his  cargo. 

One  of  the  Portuguese  masters  I captured,  had 
made  22  trips  to  t!ie  coast  for  slaves,  and  only  once 
been  captured.  The  profiis  tliey  make  are  enor- 
mous. One  of  the  schooners  captured  liy  the  In- 
constant, off  the  riv''!’  Logas,  having  arriveil  but  a 
few  days  on  theco.<st,  had  only  purci^ased  ten  slaves, 
for  which  the  master  gave  92  rolls  of  tobacco,  each 
roll  worth  in  the  Br.izils  2U00  mill-reas,  about  12«. 
sterling — making  the  cost  of  each  slave  to  the  Por- 
tuguese merchant  51.  10s;  for  which  he  would  re- 
ceive 400  dollars.  The^ie  facts  will  shew,  that  nei- 
ther mouatauis,  rivers,  or  deserts,  will  prove  bar- 
riers to  the  slave  trade,  as  the  black  chiefs  will 
bring  their  slaves  from  every  extremity  of  Africa, 
as  long  as  there  is  a nation  that  will  afford  them  a 
slave  market;  and  these  circumstances  will,  I pre-. 
sume,  clearly  shew,  that  the  partial  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  is  of  little  or  no  benefit;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  tlie  wretchedness  of  the  natives  is 
frequently  increased  by  it;  and  1 am  convinced, 
that  the  only  means  of  promoting  the  happine.ss 
and  civilization  of  Africa,  will  be  to  annihila'e  the 
slave  trade  in  toto—for  whilst  there  is  such  a facility 
in  selling  slaves,  there  will  be  no  incentive  to  in- 
dustry in  that  quarter  of  the  world. 

I now  beg  leave  to  describe  our  settlements  in 
this  country,  as  1 saw  them.  Sierra  Leone  is  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  colonial  departn  ent. 

I shall  only  remark,  ihat  after  all  the  sums  of  mo- 
ney wliich  have  been  expended  on  its  improvement, 
it  is  still  in  a most  deplorable  stale;  great  abuses 
and  mismanagements  are  said  to  have  existed;  and 
certainly,  to  ju-lge  from  its  present  wremhed  con- 
dition, the  reports  appear  to  be  too  well  founded. 

Tlie  present  governor,  col.  M’Carthy,  appears  a 
mild,  benevolent,  good  man;  but  froui  the  small 
proportion  which  the  European  bears  to  the  black 
population,  his  efibrts  towards  civilization  can 
make  but  a slow  progress,  particularly  when  we 
consider  the  great  emolument  which  the  mercliants 
derive  from  trade,  which  induces  them  to  oppose, 
by  every  means  in  their  power,  any  efforts  towards 
cultivation.  Another  great  objection  to  Sierra 
Leone,  arises  from  its  being  at  such  a distance 
directly  to  the  windward  of  where  the  slave  vessels 
are  captured,  wliicli  is  generally  in  the  biglit  of 
Benin  and  Beaffra;  the  vessels  are  always  crowded 
and  sickly,  and  the  moi'tality  in  making  the  passage 
exceed  one-tentli;  added  to  this,  the  climate  is  de- 
testable, the  rain  commencing  the  end  of  April, 
and  continu  ing  to  the  middle  of  October;  it  proves 
the  grave  of  most  Europeans  who  go  there,  and 
even  those  who  escape  the  grave,  linger  out  a pain- 
ful and  miserable  existence. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I am  of  opinion  that 
! Sierra  Leone  is  not  so  well  calculated  for  forming  a 
settlement  for  emancipated  or  captured  negroes  as 
tlie  gold  coast,  which  possesses  every  advantage; 
it  is  much  more  temperate,  the  sun  is  more  obscur- 
ed, and  of  course  has  less  power,  and  1 am  certain 
must  be  much  more  healthy.  From  the  best  infor- 
mation I could  collect  relative  to  the  soil,  it  is  on 
the  sea  coast  generally  light,  where  a cotton  crop 
would  be  most  certain  and  profitable.  At  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  or  twenty  miles  inland,  it  is  ricli  in  the 
extreme,  and  wotild  produce  sugar  cane,  rice  and 
indigo;  coffee  and  vegetables  of  every  kind  are  in 
abundance.  1 have  been  some  years  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  though  it  was  then  in  the  rainy  season, 
and  of  course  the  worst  time  of  the  year,  yet  I de- 
clare it  is  neither  so  hot  or  unpleasant  as  the  former; 
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as  a proof  of  whicJi,  uU  the  officers  and  crew  of  tlie 
Inconstant  complained  of  the  increased  heat  on 
their  arrival  at  Itavbadoes.  Hiirric.ines  are  r.o( 
known  in  this  country,  and  the  tornadoes  (of  which 
so  much  is  said)  are  not  more  violent  than  the  liea 
vy  squalls  in  the  West  Indies,  nor  have  1 seen  an) 
so  bad;  there  ii  Also  a good  and  safe  anchorage  on 
every  part  of  tlie  coast.  O ir  settlements  on  this 
coast  are  in  a very  b.id  condition,  and  die  people 
residing  in  them  little  better  than  prisoners  to  the 
neigliboring  ciiiefs,  wiio,  although  they  receive  pay 
from  the  company,  consider  it  in  the  light  of  irihute, 
and  make  use  of  our  forts  and  Hag  to  awe  t'.ieir 
necessitous  neighbors  and  subjects,  towards  whom 
they  frequently  use  the  most  violent  and  oppressive 
conduct. 

Fori  Appollonia  is  completely  under  the  control 
of  Ym  S iclca,  the  king  of  Appoiloma,  wlio  is  .a  mos 
cruel  and  sanguinary  tyrant. — It  would  be  highly 
desirable  if  we  could  obuin  the  Dutch  fort  of 
A.tium,  situated  a few  miles  from  Fort  Appollonia, 
as  it  has  an  excellent  anchorage,  and  the  best  land 
ing  on  any  part  of  the  coast;  there  is  also  a fine 
river  navigable  for  large  boats  a considerable  dis- 
tance in  the  interior;  and  is  in  my  opinion  the  best 
point  to  open  a trade  and  free  intercourse  with  the 
Ashantee  country,  the  capital  of  wliich  I believe 
might  be  reached  in  the  course  of  ten  days. — The 
ibrt  of  Uixcove  has  been  useful  on  account  of  the 
quantity  of  timber  growing  in  its  neighborhood. 

At  Succondee  there  is  a governor,  but  neither 
fort  nor  soldiers;  it  is  however  a good  place  for 
trade.  Cape  Coast  Castle  is  a fine  building,  strong 
towards  the  sea,  but  most  improperly  weak  on  the 
land  side:  added  to  which,  the  town  has  been  allow- 
ed to  approach  within  a very  short  distance  of  the 
castle. — All  the  houses  have  thick  mud  walls,  which 
are  impervious  to  muskeirv,  and  would  afford  shel- 
ter to  thousands:  but  the  fflrh  which  is  allowed  to 
accumulate  in  the  streets  is  sufficient  to  bidng  a 
plague.  Neither  the  country  or  the  manners  of  llie 
people  have  been  improved  since  it  has  been  In  our 
possession;  this  I imagine  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
want  of  proper  authority;  and  there  is  no  doubt  of 
their  acquiring  the  qualificalions  necessai*y  to  form 
good  characters,  if  proper  means  were  adopted 
towards  them.  The  natives  are  at  present  under 
no  laws  but  their  own,  nor  have  we  the  means  of 
bringing  a man  to  justice,  even  for  murder;  they 
are  tolerably  honest  towards  each  other,  but  consi- 
der themselves  fully  authorized  to  plunder  while 
men,  having  no  dread  of  punishment. 

To  increase  our  trade  with  Africa,  enlarge  the 
knowledge  of  the  natives,  and  promote  their  indus- 
try, a free  intercourse  with  the  interior  is  absolutely 
necessary — but  above  all,  a government  must  be 
established  there,  that  will  secure  such  property  as 
may  be  acquired  by  exertion:  without  which,  in  my 
opinion,  Africa  will  remain  for  ever  in  the  same  bar- 
barous and  uncivilized  state. 

The  people  of  the  coast,  called  Fantees,  have 
done  every  thing  iu  their  power  to  prevent  the 
Ashantees,  natives  of  the  interior,  from  having  any 
communication  wiili  it,  as  by  excluding  them  fro 
trade,  they  act  as  brokers  between  tlie  Ashantee 
and  the  European  merchant — they  are  a vile,  aban- 
doned set  of  people,  and  rob  bulh  one  and  the 
other;  and  what  is  more  extraordinary,  we  have 
countenanced  them  in  it,  although  it  is  both  unjust 
to  the  Ashantees,  and  in  direct  opposition  to  our 
own  commercial  interesis,  as  a free  trade  uilh  the 
natives  of  the  interior  would  be  of  great  national 
importance,  and  wiiich  the  king  of  the  Ashantees  is 
most  anxious  to  establish. 


e 

.\ilif  ces  with  the  chiefs,  hy  resilents  in  th 
pr  ncipal  towns,  could  easily  l>e  formed;  a m^jor 
whom  I saw  at  Cape  Coast  Cas'le,  was  on  the 
Doint  of  proceeding  to  the  capital  of  the  Ashaute'-s, 
wlien  tlie  then  governor  general  I'orrane  died,  and 
this  laudable  undertaking  was  relinqulsheil 

Their  pl^esent  religion  has  no  endency  whatever 
to  improve  their  morals,  as  they  consider  the  rliarms 
•hey  ])urchase  of  the  Fettisinen,  have  suffice  it  vir- 
live  to  keep  them  from  the  most  seno'.js  evils,  and 
as  an  absolution  for  any  sins  they  may  commit;  und, 

I am  sorry  to  say,  that  the  li''enti(ms  and  immoral 
state  i'1  which  many  of  the  Fiiiglish  in  litis  roumrv 
live,  not  only  tend.s  to  destroy  all  respect  for  reli- 
gion in  the  natives,  but  must  give  them  a contempt 
tor  the  Eu'opean  character  in  gei.erd.  If  we  ex- 
cept the  Danish  castle  Accra,  there  is  not  a place 
of  worship  on  the  whole  coast;  nor  do  the  English 
garrisons  or  settlers  ever  assemble  to  perform  any 
’•eligious  ceremonies.  The  natives  must  have  a bail 
opinion  also  of  our  military  character,  from  tl.e 
specimen  they  have  of  our  compaiu ’s  officers,  who 
not  only  lose  the  character  o ' soldiers  for  that  of 
iraders  but  frequently  join  the  Fantees  in  cheating 
tl.e  Ashantees,  in  consequence  of  tl.e  latter  not 
being  acquainted  with  the  Fmtee  langn  .ge. 

The  natives  of  the  coast  who  live  under  one  En- 
glish fort,  frequently  insult  those  living  under  ano- 
ther, and  boast  of  tiie  protection  they  receive  from 
the  very  flag  they  insult,  thus  rendering  our  fl.  g 
subservient  to  a cruel  and  sangninary  warfare;  nid 
I must  conft-ss  that  I felt  pain  to  know  that  the  Ih-j- 
Lisl)  flag  and  uniform  are  every  where  dishonored  in 
,\frica.  Whilst  we  were  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  I 
saw  several  of  the  Ashautees;  they  appeared  slirewd, 
active  and  intelligent;  not  the  le:ist  appearance  of 
the  common  negro  countenance,  but  very  nmeh 
resembliTig  the  Moors,  and  many  of  them  wore  tur- 
bans; two  of  them  said  they  had  seen  white  men  in 
the  bark  country,  meaning,  no  doubt,  the  shores  of 
^Ite  .Mediterranean  or  Red  Sea— and  1 have  no  doubt, 
if  the  slave  lr.ide  was  abolished  altogetlier,  tliat 
the  Africans  on  many  parts  of  the  coast  might  soon 
be  induced  to  hire  themselves  on  bo-ard  our  mer- 
chant ships  trading  there,  and  to  and  from  the 
West  Indies;  and  this  would  not  only  be  the  means 
of  civilizing  them,  but  be  of  great  importance  in  a 
■nercarUile  point  of  view,  as  the  natives  would  be 
much  more  preferable  in  such  a climate  than  Eu- 
ropean seamen,  and  their  wages  do  not  exceed 
four  dollars  per  month;  and  as  a corroboration  of 
this  statement,  I had  several  men  on  board  the  In- 
constaiit  during  my  stay  on  the  coast,  who,  in  a 
short  time  became  as  active  and  useful  as  many  of 
the  seamen  of  the  ship,  and  wished  to  go  to  the  West 
Indies  with  us. 

1 am  strongly  of  opinion  tint  something  must  he 
done  soon;  our  merchants  w^ere  formerly  supported 
by  the  slave  ;rade,  which  they  carried  on  to  a great 
extent,  independent  of  their  having  at  that  time 
the  whole  of  the  gold  and  ivory  trade  in  their  own 
hands. 

Since  tlie  abolition,  the  war  has  prevented  com- 
petition frojn  foreign  nations,  but  now  the  whole 
coast  is..itiundated  with  French,  Dutch,  American 
and  otner  flags,  :iiid  they  are  abundantly  suppl  it-vi 
with  arms  and  powder,  which  enables  them  to  un- 
dersell our  own  merchants,  whose  trade  is  falling 
off' rapidly — and  tlie  decline  in  the  price  of  gold  and 
jvory  in  Europe  has  also  materially  afl'ected  them. 
Symptoms  of  decay  are  evident:  at  cape  CoastCastle 
houses  are  become  unsaleable,  and  all  accounts 
agree  to  tlie  present  difficulties  and  future  appre- 
liCnsions. 
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Our  fort  at  Annamadoe  is,  3 understand,  the  best 
fortification  of  the  whole;  but  it  has  onl}'two  officers 
and  fif  e.  n men.  Tamturoquerry  fort  is  of  little  or 
no  use.  Winnebah  fort  is  abandoned:  at  this  place 
there  is  a good  river — a great  acquisition  for  ships, 
as  there  is  nothing  but  rain  water, to  be  got  on  any  part 
of  the  coast.  Acrra,  or  Accarah,  ii  certainly  the  most 
picturesque,  hr  i;e,  and  healthy  spot  on  the  wiiole 
coast  of  Africa;  a plain  extends  some  miles  in  the 
interior,  when  you  come  to  hills  covered  with  rich 
soil,  and  a beautiful  country  well  wooded  and  wa- 
tered, and  every  thing  that  is  necessary  for  forming 
a colony;  every  kind  of  vegetable  grows  here,  and 
could  be  produced  in  any  quantity.  There  are  now 
a great  quantity  of  cattle,  and  herds  of  buffaloes, 
a little  in  the  interior;  on  the  plain  their  is  a great- 
quantity  and  variety  of  game,  such  as  deers,  hai*es, 
pheasants,  guinea  fowls,  partric^ges,  pigeons,  See.  See. 
and  every  kind  of  live  stock  in  abundance.  I went 
to  visit  the  banks  of  the  river  Saccom,  which  runs 
at  the  back  of  Accra,  about  eight  miles,  and  which 
could  be  conducted  to  tlie  town  with  great  ease  and 
little  expense;  there  is  also  a reef  of  rocks  extend- 
ing from  the  English  fort  some  distance  into  the 
sea,  on  which  a pier  might  be  raised  with  little 
trouble,  as  their  is  plenty  of  good  s'.one  and  lime 
close  to  the  spot:  if  this  was  done,  vessels  of  120 
tons  and  upwards  might  load  and  unload  inside  of 
the  pier  with  safety.  In  the  road  the  ground  is  so 
good  and  so  strong,  that  it  is  necessary  to  .siglit 
your  anchor  every  twenty  four  hours.  The  climate 
of  this  place  is  so  superior  to  any  other  part  of  the 
coast,  that  invalids  frequently  go  there  to  recover 
their  health,  "I'he  natives  of  Accra  are  very  supe- 
rior in  civilization,  appearance  and  manners,  to  any 
other  on  the  coast;  their  town  is  clean  and  neat, 
and  in  their  houses  they  have  all  the  useful  and 
necessary  liousehold  utensils,  arranged  with  as 
much  order  as  in  a cottage  in  England:  this  is  to 
be  attributed  to  their  having  had,  for  many  years  a 
free  intercourse  with  the  Ashantees  and  other  na- 
tions of  the  interior  and  to  their  being  naturally 
more  industrious  and  fond  of  agriculture. 

There  are  now  no  English  settlements  to  the 
leew.vd  of  Accra,  nor  had  I any  communication 
with  the  shore. 

Several  Spanish  armed  vessels  have  lately  appear- 
ed on  th.e  coast  engaged  in  the  slave  trade;  they  ge- 
nerally carry  from  14  to  20  guns,  and  about  80 
men,  and  come  out  with  a determination  to  fight 
any  vessel  they  have  a chance  with.  These  vessels 
have  committed  several  acts  of  piracy.  The  Paz, 
of  14  guns,  was  taken  by  tlie  Colonial  brig  a short 
time  since,  with  the  master  and  mate  of  an  English 
merchantman  on  board,  which  they  had  taken  sopie 
days  previous. 

The  Spaniards  have  taken  off  upwards  of  1800 
slaves  betv/een  cape  St.  Ann  and  cape  Mount,  with- 
in the  last  four  months;  and  I am  of  opinion  that 
the  slaVe  trade  was  never  carried  on  with  such 
system  and  despatch  as  at  this  moment:  and  if  some 
active  measures  are  not  taken,  it  will  increase  next 
year  ten-fold.  Should  his  majesty’s  government 
determine  to  surpress  this  vile  traffic,  it  cannot  be 
done  with  schooners  or  dull  sailing  ships:  for  the 
Spaniards  are  not  only  completely  equipped,  and 
sail  fast,  but  are  generally  commanded  by  active 
and  enterprizing  men,  either  French  or  Americans. 
They  are  seldom  to  be  found  at  anchor  on  the 
coast.  Their  general  plan  is  to  make  the  land 
near  where  they  intend  to  purchase  their 
slaves:  if  the  coast  is  clear,  they  immediately  land 
their  cargo  and  supercargo,  and  stand  out  to  sea 
until  they  consider  the  slaves  are  ready;  they  then 


stand  in  as  before,  ?.r.d  if  the  signal  agreed  on  is 
given,  t.ake  on  board  the  cu-go,  and  are  off  in  a few 
hours,  all  their  water  and  provisions  being  complete 
before  the}- arrive  on  the  co-^st. 

They  co:s  der  their  capture,  if  m^^t  with,  as  cer- 
tain;  which  appears  to  me  very  extraordinary,  a they 
must  know  that  o'.u'  government  have  not  issned 
any  orders  againt  them,  if  really  Spaniard^.  I am, 
therefore,  strongly  led  to  believe,  that  the  priori, 
pal  part  of  their  trade  in  slaves  is  carried  on  wiih 
the  funds,  aiid  for  the  benefit  of  the  subjects  of 
other  powers  who  have  abolished  it. 

I should  enter  more  at  large  on  the  subject  of 
the  Spanish  slave  schooners,  but  I am  aware  that 
the  chief  justice  at  Sierra  Leone  has  transmitted 
to  my  lord  Batlmrsca  detailed  account  of  the  nu- 
merous vessels  that  have  been,  and  rre  no\r  expect- 
ed an  the  coast;  with  a full  statement  of  the  many 
attrocities  they  have  been  guilty  of. 

Having  now,  sir,  endeavored  to  give  you,  for 
the  information  of  their  lordsldps,  as  correct  and 
fair  a view  of  our  settlement  in  Africa  as  my  short 
stay  in  tlmt  country  would  enable  me  to  make,  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  my  opinions  as  to  the  means  best/» 
calculated  to  improve  the  condition  and  civilization 
of  the  natives,  and  at  tlie  same  time,  open  an  ex- 
tensive and  profitable  trade  to  this  country. 

The  continuance  of  the  trade  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  present 
neglected  and  barbarous  state  of  Africa. 

All  the  kings  and  chiefs  have  for  years  maiatain 
ed  their  power^  dignity,  and  riches  by  this  traffic; 
and  as  long  as  any  nation  is  allowed  ta  carry  it  on, 
they  -will  not  give  up  a commerce  so  easy  and  lu- 
crative, to  pursue  that  of  trade  and  agriculture, 
which  Is  not  only  precarious,  and  attended  with 
nuich  labor,  and  difficulty,  but  it  is  yet  what  they 
neither  like  nor  understand. 

The  first  step,  therefore,  towards  civilization,  as 
I have  before  observed,  will  be  to  abolish  the  slave 
trade  entirely,  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  open  other 
sources  by  which  the  leading  men  may  derive  the 
same  advantage  and  emoluments  which  they  have 
hitherto  done  by  this  vile  trade.  At  present  they 
are  decidedly  against  you,  nor  is  it  a matter  of  sur- 
prise that  they  are  so;  for  although  the  abolition  act 
is  in  our  opinion  a very  just  and  humane  policy,  it 
is  considered  by  the  natives  as  a ruinous  one  to 
them. 

I have  already  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  free  and 
extensive  intercourse  and  trade  could  with  ease  be 
opened  in  the  inbsrior  of  Africa;  to  efi*ect  which 
I would  recommend  cultivating  the  friendship  and 
good  will  of  the  several  kings  and  chiefs,  by  mak- 
ing them  suitable  presents,  and  allowing  tiiem  a 
participation  in  trade,  for  which  they  are  all  most 
eagar,  and  would  enter  into  with  spirit,  if  effectu- 
ally deprived  of  a slave  market,  and  our  forts  and 
castles  were  in  the  hands  of  government,  so  that  a 
merchant  could  receive  benefit  from  their  protec- 
tion; the  present  system,  being  incompatible  with 
the  interest  of  the  separate  and  open  trader. 
The  African  is  very  superior  in  intellect  and  capa- 
city to  the  generality  of  Indians  in  North  America; 
they  are  more  social  and  friendly  to  strangers;  and, 
except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  European  settlements, 
are  a fine  noble  race  of  men.  It  is  only  in  a commerci- 
al point  of  view  thatgl  think  Africa  worthy  our  atten- 
tion. Agriculture  1 would  leave  to  the  natives, 
who  would,  if  there  was  an  extensive  trade  and  con- 
sumption on  the  coast,  soon  find  it  to  their  interest 
to  cultivate  tlie  ground.  I am  also  persuaded  that 
our  West  India  colonies  might  soon  be  supplied 
with  abundance  of  live  stock;  whereas  that  profi- 
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table  trade  is  at  preser.t  in  tl»e  hands  of  the  Arne-  I hmd  their  carj^o  at  that  island,  a,'.’  p:  rn/  --  u ccr- 
ricans;  our  government  pay  au  enormous  price,  and  1 tificate  froni  tlie  Britsh  consul  of  lia\'i!;g  <l  ‘iie  sn, 
our  islands  are  very  ill  supplied. — When  we  were  | wliich  ceiMihcate  he  is  obliged  to  grant;  it  is  tl  eu 
at  liarbadocs,  no  fre.d.i  beef  could  be  obtained  j re-sliipped  in  the  same  vessel,  and  proceeds  lo  he 
{though  tliere  is  an  order  in  favor  of  purciiasi  g [same  coast. — I have  the  honor,  fee. 


lor  ships  from  the  coast  of  Aft  ica,)  and  the  squad 
ron  on  that  station  had  not  any  fresh  beef  for  seve- 
ral weeks.  To  facilitate  and  protect  our  trad,  on 
that  coast,  I would  strong  y recommend  our  obuin- 
ing  from  the  Portuguese  government  two  islands, 
either  St.  Jago  or  Si.Nicliolas,  off  the  Cape  de  Verd 
Islands;  and  Sl.  T.homas  on  the  equator.  'I'lie  first 
would  not  only  answer  as  a saft  depot  for  our  mer- 
chants trading  to  that  part  of  the  coast,  but  would 
afford  pasture  for  the  cattle;  from  whence  they 
could  be  transported  to  the  West  India  islands,  and 


(Signed)  JAMES  LUC \S  YEO,  Capt. 
John  IV.  Crocker,  Etq.  &c.  &c.  Uc. 


British  N aw. 


FROM  TUB  DOSTOy  EVEVl>(j  GAZI.TTE. 

JVexo  re^'ulalions  of  the  E:i.g^h\-h  nuzy. — In  conse- 
quence of  the  variations  from  the  establislied  re- 
gulations, which  in  a lapse  of  years,  and  in  t!ie 
force  of  imperative  circumstances,  liave  innovated 


upon  the  British  naval  .system,  the  boar;!  of  admi- 
supply  our  outward  bound  ships  and  west eni  crui- j rally  have  lately  remoulded  tlie  wliole.  Tlieir 
zers  with  refreshmen  Is.  It  would  open  the  cattle  propositions  upon  th.e  rates,  classification,  and  man- 


zers  With  retresiiments.  ii  wouia  op< 
trade  to  our  merch  ,uts,  at  t!ie  expense  of  Ame- 
rica; and  would  prevent  our  enemy  making  it  their 
haunt  in  war  by  wliich  they  are  enabled  to  elude 
our  cruizers  and  continue  long  at  sea.  Several  Ame- 
rican privateers  refitted  at  these  islands,  and  also 
their  frigates;  one  of  whicli  remained  at  Brava 
upwards  of  a week.  St.  Thomas,  on  the  equator, 
is  a very  fine  fruitful  inland,  ..bout  the  size  of  the  Isle 
of  Wigh;;  it  abounds  in  catvle,  goats,  hogs,  poultry, 
and  fruit  of  every  description;  the  sugar  cune  gro  -’-  s 
in  tlie  most  luxui  iani  manner,  and  the  coffee  is  very 
superior  to  the  AVest  India.  Tiiere  is  a very  good 
port  for  merchant  vessels;  and  two  good  bays  for 
ship.s  of  war;  and  it  is  so  situated,  that  the  ships 
from  the  gold  coast  can  fetch  it  from  the  starboard 
tack,  the  wind  being  in  general  from  S.  to  S.  W. 
a 


ning  of  ships  of  war-- and  the  pry,  ra’ing.s,  and 
viumber  of  officers  and  men,  have  received  the 
Sanction  of  an  order  in  council,  and  commenced  on 
tbefir.st  of  January  of  the  present  year. 

The  post  ships  of  the  navy  are  divided  into  sir 
rates,  which  division  took  place  in  the  reign  of 
C'uarles  the  hrst,  aivd  has  continued  v i^h  various 
modifications  to  the  present  time.  Tlie  74  gun 
siiip  was  not  generally  introduced  into  the  service 
until  about  tlie  second  year  of  the  reigm  of  Gtorge 
the  2d,  when  tliat  description  of  vessel  was  inclu- 
ded amo.ig  the  third  rates. 

“During  the  whole  of  the  period  herein  berore, 
referred  to,  and  indeed  down  to  17^^o,  the  force  of 
the  sliips  was  stated  from  ihe  actual  number  of  gums 
they  really  carried;  butfro,m  the  introduction  ofear- 


iid  it  is  the  most  desirable  part  for  ships  to  .sail  I rona'les,  which  began  partially  in  1779,  and  which 
from,  if  bound  up  the  coast,  to  Europe  or  to  \he  j was  finally  adopted  on  tiie  present  extended  scale 
West  Indies;  as  by  keeping  to  the  southw.ard  of  j in  the  navy,  during  the  course  of  tiie  first  revolu- 
the  equator,  you  h.-.ve  the  wind  at  south,  and  some- j tionary  war,  increased  the  armament  of  the  ves- 
times  at  S.  S.  E.  The  Inconstant  went  from  St.  sels,  as  they  were  found  able  to  can-}' a greater  num- 


Thomas’s  to  Sierra  Leone,  a distance  of  1,300 
miles  lirectly  to  v/indwa-d,  in  ten  days.  If  a ves- 
sel atte  npts  to  keep  nearer  the  coast,  she  gets  into 
the  influence  of  the  westerly  winds,  and  a strong 
current  always  going  to  the  westward. 

The  Brisk  sloop  of  war  w..s  ten  days  going 
from  Cape  E'ermosa  to  Sierra  Leone,  by  keeping  the 
coast  on  board;  this  island  is  also  well  situated 
for  a very  profitable  trade  to  the  rivers  Gaborn  and 
Sv.  John’s  or  river  Danger.  It  would  also  be  su- 
perior as  a settlement  for  the  captured  negroe.s  to 
Sierra  Leone,  not  only  from  its  climate,  and  being 
an  island,  but  from  its  being  directly  in  the  vicinity 
of  where  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on;  whereas,  as  I 
have  before  suited,  Sieri’a  Leone  is  in  every  respect 
the  most  unfit,  and  wor.st  situation,  on  the  whole 
coast. 

This  island  was  formerly  very  flourishing,  and  in 
a high  slate  of  cultivation,  particularly  sugar  cane, 
until  the  Brazil  trade  became  so  extensive,  that  it 
induced  all  the  planters  and  iTiOst  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  to  leave  the  island,  and  go  over  to  that 
continent, 

I beg  leave  to  mention  one  other  circumstance, 
which  I think  injurious  to  tiie  mercantile  interest 


ber  of  carronades  than  the  guns  in  whose  stead 
they  were  adopted,  so  that  the  real  force  of  the 
shlp.s  has  no  longer  corresponded  with  their  nomi- 
nal force;  and  that  principle  of  variation  being  once 
admitted  ships  have  since  that  time  received  de- 
nominations as  to  tlieir  number  of  guns,  ofien,  we 
believe,  capriciously;  and  in  one  or  two  cla.sses, 
only,  of  the  v/hole  navy,  agreeing  with  their  real 
force. 

A few  instances  will  show  your  royal  higlmess 
the  inconsistencies  into  whicli  tins  deviation  from 
the  old  rules  of  the  service  has  led. 

'file  Caledonia,  rated  120  guns,  carries  120  guns; 
while  the  Hibernia,  a ship  of  nearly  the  same  dimen- 
sions, which  carries  exactly  die  same  number  of 
guns,  is  rated  only  at  110  guns,  being  a less  number 
by  four  tlian  tliat  at  which  the  San  J iseph  is  rated, 

I though  the  former  has  in  fact  10  guns  more  than  tlic 
latter. 

AH  ship.s  of  the  second  rate,  though  rated  ns  9-?, 
carry  upwards  of  100  guns,  and  they  have  all  more 
guns  than  the  St.  George,  a first  rate,  which  is  r.ated 
and  carries  100  guns;  and  tiiey  cuglit  all,  tltcrefovc, 
according  to  tiiese  established  regulations,  to  be 
included  in  the  first  rate,  and  tliere  are  indeed 
of  this  country,  which  is,  ilte  prohibition  of  arns.s  j real  second  rates,  viz.  three  deckers  of  bet  veen  L'O 
and  gunpowder  into  Africa;  .ns  iunvever  laudable!  and  100  guns,  at  present  existing  in  the  royal  navy, 

tllf*  nintiV<=^  tnav  hp  nrvf  t.  qp'i  o*rimcr  /'nnr?  1 1 1 An 


the  motive  may  be,  the  desired  end  is  not  obtained, 
and  it  has  only  transferred  a very  lucrative  trade 
from  our  own  subjects  into  the  hands  of  the  Danes, 
Dutch,  &c.  wlio,  by  importing  these  very  articles 
are  enabled,  as  I have  before  mentioned,  to  under- 
sell and  monopolize  the  trade,  to  tlie  great  preju- 
dice of  our  own  merchants;  some  of  whom  evade 
th  orders  in  council  by  clearing  out  fPt'  Madeira, 


in  a sea  going  condition. 

In  the  tliird  rate,  some  of  the  ships  lated  at  80 
guns  carry  near  90,  and  oth-^i  s rated  at  74  Cvu  rv  80 
guns,  hut  the  majoi’ity  of  tlie  same  dencminatioa 
carry  74,  and  this  is  one  of  the  very  few  cases  iu 
which  the  real  nominal  force  agree. 

In  the  fourth  rate,  of  the  ships  rated  at  50  guns, 
one  class  (that  on  two  deck)  carries  58  guns, 
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another  (tliat  on  one  deck)  carries  60  guns  and  up-  jlar  ship  for  which  they  w^ere  orriginally  prepared, 
-wards.  I they  are  either  useless,  or  must  be  altered  to  fit 

Tn  the  fifth  rate  th.ere  are  three  frigates  rated  as  of  some  other  sl)ip  at  a great  loss  of  labor,  time,  and 
44  guns,  namely,  the  Sybille,  taken  from  the  French  j ma*erials;  and,  in  case  of  accidents  or  urgency,  this 
which  carries  48  guns;  the  Lavinia,  built  after  her,  j variety  disables  the  ship  from  assisting  er.ch  other 
which  carries  50  guns;  and  the  late  American  ship  j and  it  requires  that  the  naval  arsenals,  both  at  home 


President,  the  guns  mounted  in  which  on  the  day 
of  ’^er  capture,  were  54,  besides  one  42-pound  how- 
itzer. 

The  frigates  rated  at  40  guns  carry  50,  and  those 
rated  at  38  carry  46  and  upwards. 

The  majority  of  those  rated  at  36  guns  carry  44, 
and  some  of  those  rated  at  32  carry  46  and  48,  be- 
ing more  than  others  that  are  rated  at  38  and  36. 

Similar  differences  between  the  real  and  the  no- 
minal amount  of  force  exists  in  the  fifth  rate,  but  it 
is  unnecessary  to  specify  the  details. 

We  trust  we  shall  be  excused  for  obs-erving  to 
vour  royal  highness,  that  it  is  wholly  unworthy  the 
character  of  the  royal  navy  of  this  kingdom  to 
maintain  this  system,  which,  though  introduced,  by 
the  accidental  cause  we  have  mentioned,  and  with- 
out any  design  of  deception,  yet  may  give  occasion 
to  foreign  nations  to  accuse  us  of  misrepresenta- 
tion, when  we  state  that  a British  frigate  of  38  guns 
has  taken  a foreign  frigate  of  44,  which,  in  fact,  the 
British  frigate  was  of  equal  if  not  superior  force.” 

The  board  then  recommend  the  following  modi- 
fication of  the  classes. 

‘‘The  1st  rate  to  include  all  3 deckers,  which  are 
to  carry  900,  850,  or  800  men. 


and  abroad,  should  be  furnished,  at  a very  great  ex- 
pe  ' * with  a much  larger  assortment  of  ihoae  arti- 
cles than  would  be  necessary  if  they  could  be  made 
more  generally  applicable  to  the  probable  wants  of 
the  whole  fleet;  this  will  be  explained  to  your  royal 
highness  more  forcibly,  by  stating,  that  for  the  sin- 
gle class  of  ships  of  the  tliird  rate,  called  74*s,  there 
were  lately  not  less  than  seven  different  schemes  of 
masting  and  rigging:  and  that  a squadron  might  be 
composed  of  seven  vessels  of  this  force  which  could 
not  properly  employ  one  .another’s  spare  spars  and 
sails,  and  for  each  of  which  the  dock  yards  must 
necessarily  have  their  individs.Hl  gear. 

We  have,  in  conjunction  with  thenavy  board,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  a committee  of  experienced 
sea  officers,  taken  measures  for  pushing  the  princi- 
ple of  uniformity  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
would  allow;  and  though  the  experience  of  what  lias 
occurred  on  former  occasions  dissuades  us  from  at- 
tempting, by  the  approbation  and  sanction  of  your 
i-oyal  highness  in  council,  minute  details  of  the 
forms,  lines,  and  scantlings  of  his  majesty’s  ships, 
and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  stating  that  a system 
of  gradual  assimilation  is  in  progress,  yet  that  we 
hope  to  see  every  day  become  of  more  extensive 


rbe  2drate  to  include  all  ships  of  80  guns  and  operation,  and  more  practical  utility:  and  we  beg 


upwards  on  two  decks,  and  to  carry  700,  or  650 

”'The3d  rate,  to  include  all  ships  of  70  guns  or 
upwards,  and  less  than  80  guns,  and  to  carry  650  or 

4th  rate,  to  include  all  ships  of  50  and  up- 
vvards,  but  less  than  70  guns,  and  to  carry  450  or 

'^  ^Tre^5tli  rate  to  include  all  ships  from  36  to  50 
guns  to  carry  300  to  280  men. 

The  6th  rate,  to  include  all  ships  from  24  to  36 
guns  and  to  carry  175,  145  or  125  men. 

Of  the  sloops  there  are  so  many  varieties,  that 
we  cannot  propose  to  reduce  the  eight  schemes  of 
complement  now  existing,  to  less  than  four, 
lows,  viz:  sloops,  135,  125,  95  and  75  men. 

Brigs  (not  sloops)  cutters,  schooners  and  bombs, 
we  propose  to  reduce  from  ten  schemes  of  comple- 
ment to  two,  namely  60  or  50  men.  , 

And  we  also  propose  that  for  small  craft  which 
may  not  require  so  large  a complement  as  50  men, 
we  may  be  authorised  to  assign  a complement  as 
we  may  deem  necessary.  ^ ^ 

As  there  are  no  longer  any  regular  fire  ships  in 
th'^  service,  we  humbly  propose,  that,  whenever  it 
may  become  necessary  to  fit  out  any  vessel  of  this 
description,  we  may  be  authorized  to  assign  to  them 
s-ch  complement  of  officers  and  men,  together  with 
the  pay  of  such  rate  or  class,  as  the  srze  of  the  ves- 
sel employed,  or  the  nature  of  the  particular  ser- 
vice, may  render  expedient.  ^ , 

We  further  proposed,  that  when  it  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  fit  out  troop  ships,  we  may  be  authorized 
to  assign  to  them  such  rates  and  complements  as 

may  seem  proper.  , , _ ^ 

By  these  regulations,  t{ie  forty-seven  varieties  of 
complements," now  in  use  in  the  navy  will  be  redu- 
ced to  twenty. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  extra  expense  of  providing 
masts,  yards,  rigging,  and  stores  of  various  dimen- 
sions, for  ships  for  the  same  actual  force,  must  be 
very  great:  because  if  not  required  for  the  particu- 


leave  humbly  to  assure  your  royal  highness  that  no 
efforts  shall  be  spared,  on  our  parts,  to  prevent,  for 
the  future,  any  unnecessary  deviation  fi’om  the  es- 
tablishment of  rigging  and  armament,  and  to  re- 
duce the  variations  which  exist  to  as  few  classes  as 
possible.” 

The  board  proceeds  to  remark  upon  the  pay  of 
officers  and  men,  upon  the  ratings  of  petty  officers 
and  the  companies  of  the  royal  marine  artillery — 
but  the  observations  are  too  extended  for  our  limits 
— and  we  have  already  extracted  those  parts  of  the 
regulations  which  will  probably  be  most  interesting 
to  our  readers. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

Singular  suicide. — On  the  27th  ult.  a young  man, 
a farmer’s  servant,  residing  at  Sutton-on-the-Hill, 
in  the  neigborhood  of  Derby,  in  a moment  of  des- 
pondency, put  a period  to  his  existence  in  a singu- 
lar way.  Being  employed  by  his  master’s  team  in 
carrying  gravel  on  the  road,  he  sent  a boy,  who  was 
then  assisting  him,  forward  on  some  trifling  pre- 
tence; he  then  laid  his  whip  and  hat  down  togetlier 
at  a distance  of  a few  yards,  and  deliberately  plac- 
ed himself  in  a longitudinal  dmection,  with  his  face 
down,  his  hands  being  underneath  his  face,  in  the 
track  of  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  cart,  which  passing 
over  his  head,  back,  thigh,  and  leg,  caused  instanta- 
neous death.  London  paper. 

Extreme  distress  producing  suicide. — A poor  wo- 
man who  had  lately  gone  to  reside  in  a village  near 
Spalding,  Lincolnshire,  and  whose  husband  had 
absconded,  was  totally  destitute  of  food  for  herself 
and  three  children;  In  this  distress,  she  went  to  a 
neighbor’s  house,  and  returned  with  a bucket  full 
of  grains,  used  in  feeding  swine.  These  she  placed 
upon  the  floor  of  her  cottage  as  food  for  her  famish- 
ing babes,  and  rushing  out  of  doors  went  and  hang- 
ed herself,  and  was  not  discovered  till  she  was  quitls 
dead. 
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A great  improvement  has  taken  place  in  gas  | — it  happened  while  the  actors  were  rehearsing,  and 

The  fire  issnppos- 


lights,  by  tlie  introduction  of  pi])es  of  delft  ware,  j they  lost*>ne  of  their  number.  " 
which  are  only  a fifth  of  the  e.xpense  of  iron  aitdied  to  have  been  caused  by  desi 


only 

actually  more  durable 

d'homas  Armstrong,  of  Mancliester 


been 


by  cies  !gn. 

’building,  well  furnished. 

NBTHF.HT.A?/I)S. 


It  was  a fine 


hung  for  setting  fire  to  his  factory.— Hut  hanging  I An  American  ship  has  arrived  at  Amsterdam 
is  nothing  in  England — the  people  are  '‘used  to  z/.”  from  Eatavia,  laden  with  1,000,000  lbs.  of  rice. 


At  a single  session  of  a court  20  or  30  are  some- 
times sentenced  to  death. 

On  the  25tli  of  Sept,  a special  commission  was 
opened  at  Derby,  for  the  trial  forty. one  persons, 
who  were  in  confinement,  in  the  jails  of  Derby  and 
Nottingham,  upon  tlie  charge  of  treason. 

In  Lancashire,  at  the  last  assizes,  thirty-three  were  j 
condemned  to  be  liung. 

Fn.ANfM' 


HLSSIA, 

The  population  of  Russia  is  now  estimated  at  fif- 
ty million;,  of  wliich  five  only  are  Asiatic,  the  resi- 
due is  concentrated  in  Europe.  She  can  bring  into 
the  field  an  army  of  640,000  men,  exclusive  of  mili- 
tia and  the  irregular  Tartar  cavalry. 

St.  Petersburgh,  ^'ipril  2.— A wooden  house  has 
I been  built  for  the  elejihants  with  which  the  empe- 
ror has  been  presented  by  tJie  shah  of  Pei*sia:  the 


It  is  said,  that  with  exception  of  the  duke  of;  male  is  seventeen  feet  high,  an<l  is  the  same  upon 
Richelieu,  every  member  of  the  cabinet  of  Louis  | whicli  the  Persian  monarch  used  to  ride  under  an 


XVUl  was  in  office  under  Uonapai  tel — 

They  are  as  follows. 

Gouvion  St.  Cyi\  a marshal  under  Bonaparte. 
Pa.^rjuier,  a prefect  of  police  under  Bonaparte. 
Cuze,  a clei  k to  the  mother  of  Bonaparte. 


awning.  Some  Persians  have  remained  here  to  at- 
tend these  animals,  A very  curious  circumstance 
occurred  a few  days  since,  A l.tdy  often  came  to 
see  the  elephant,  and  was  accustomed  to  bring  him 
j bread,  apples,  £cc.  One  day  the  animal,  by  w’ay  of 


Laine,  a member  of  the  legislative  body  under  i sliewing  Ids  gratitude,  seized  the  lady  with  his 


Bonaparte. 

-\[ole,  a director  of  roads  and  bridges  under  Bona- 
parte. 


trunk,  and  put  her  upon  his  back,  on  the  place 
where  the  driver  usually  sits.  The  poor  woman, 
terrified  by  this  unexpected  piece  of  gallantry. 


Cervetto,  (a  C4enoese)  counsellor  of  state  under  shrieked  violently,  and  begged  to  be  taken  down; 
Bonaparte.  but  the  Persians  assured  her  that  it  was  far  more 

We  mentioned  that  a print  of  the  battle  at  Newjprudent  to  remain  where  she  was. — She  was  therc- 
OrleHiis  had  appeared  at  Paris, representing  the  de-  ifore,  obliged  to  wait  till  the  elephant  laid  hold  of 
feat  of  13,000  Englishmen  by  3000  Amej-icaii  mill-  her  again,  and  set  her  down  as  gently  as  he  had 
tia.  It  is  said  to  be  a splendid  engraving,  and  to  before  \ified  her  up. 
pj’omise  a rich  harvest  to  its  propi’ievor,  Mr.  Laclot-  j 
te,  of  New-Orleans,  who  was  present  at  the  battle;  1 

for  the  moment  that  a copy  of  it  is  displayed  in  a i sure  that  Egypt  still  continues  to  afford  to  our  i 
])i’int-shop  the  Britisli  purchase  and  destroy  it.  j dents  and  travellers  in  that  counlrv  a rich  bar 

BONAPARTE. 


EGYPT, 

From  a London peptr.  We  have  leanit  with  plea- 

resi- 

counlry  a rich  harvest 
We  are  led  to  expect  shortly  from 


■of  discoverv. 


A Captain  of  the  East  India  sliip  has  lately  arriv-  ] Mr.  SaUe  our  consul  general  in  tliat  country,  a more 
ed  ii  ’ ’ 

in 

ly.  It  is  reported  that  he  has  expressed  great  in- ; than  has  hitherto  appeared;  and  we  understand 
dignation  at  “Warden’s  narrative,”  and  was  about , that  the  same  ardont  traveller,  assisted  by  a foreign 
to  reply  to  it.  This  may  be  true,  but  we  ratiier  sus- 1 officer  of  the  name  of  Carigho  has  not  only  suc- 


l in  London,  who  reports  tliat  lie  spent  two  hours  , correct  transcript  of  the  inscription  on  the  column 
company  with  Napoleon,  who  treated  liiiu  polite- 1 of  Dioode..ian,  (commonly  called  that  of  Pompey) 


pect  the  report  is  given  out  by  a book-maker. 


jCeeded  in  transporting  from  Thebes  very  iiiterest- 


O^j^The  editors  of  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer ^ iing  fragmenis  of  Egyptian  sculpture,  but  has  also 
for  want  of  reflection  or  without  recollection,  have  I discovered  a passage  cut  in  the  solid  rock,  400  feet 
singularly  considered  tlie  editor  of  the  Weekly  lie-  jin  length,  under  the  great  pyramid,  with  cliambers 
gi-^ter  as  originating  the  assertion,  here,  that  War-  j at  the  lower  exli  emily,  ami  a communication  with 
deiCs  narrative  was  manufactured  by  a Loudon  i the  mysterious  well,  which  lias  hitherto  puzzled  all 
bookseller,  and  seems  anxious  to  know  our  “autho- 
rity” for  it.  Owv  authority yxn  this  case,  was  Just 
the  same  as  it  generally  is  in  respect  to  foreign  ar- 
ticles— ill  publishing  what  was  given  to  us,  through 
the  public  papers,  as  a fact  derived  from  a foreign 
paper;  and  it  had  been  published  in  several,  per- 
liaps  many,  newspapers  oftJie  United  Slates,  before 
we  gave  it  a place.  We  very  well  recollect  that  it 
laid  upon  our  de.sk  for  one  totw'o  weeks,  w'aiting  for 
a refutation,  anterior  to  its  insertion  in  the  Register; 
being  inclined  to  believe  that  the  narrative  was 
bottomed  on  things  tliat  really  occui red,  through 
considerably  embellished  and  too  much  extended, 
that  a book  might  be  made  of  them. 

LX  ALT. 

The  lake  Cai’telno  has  totally  disappeared.  After 
a loud  detonation,  the  water  was  drained  offi  by- 
large  openings  at  the  bottom. 

PRUSSIA. 


our  antiquarians  and  travellers.  Excavations  have 
also  been  eflected  among  the  sepulchr:.!  structures 
ill  the  neigliborhood  upon  the  desert;  and  amongst 
other  curiosities,  a small  temple,  and  fine  granite 
table,  have  been  discovered  betw’een  the  Lion's 
Paws  and  the  Spliinx. 

BARHARy  STATj:S. 

Tlie  Dey  of  Algiers  was  deposed  and  strangled 
by  the  Janissaries  on  the  13th  September,  saying 
that  his  reign  liad  been  a series  of  disasters,  by 
land  and  sea.  A person  named  Ali  Cogia,  a retired 
merchant,  had  been  put  in  his  place.  The  deaths 
at  Algiers  by  tlie  plague,  had  amounted  to  150  per 
day — at  Constants,  100,  &.c.  But  the  disease  was 
declining. 

EAST  INDIES, 

It  is  stated  that  the  neighborhood  of  Batavia,  in 
the  inland  of  Java  h id  sufiered  considerably  from 
the  eruptions  of  a bun.irig  mountain,  and  tliat  tliis 
Much  political  discontent  is  said  to  exist  in  Prns-  plienomcnon  had  been  attended  with  all  the  accom- 
sia.  ^ The  people  appear  disposed  to  endeavor  to  panyments  of  an  earthquake.  The  waters  rose  to  an 
obtain  a liberal  constitution,  as  has  been  repeat-  unusual  height,  and  tices  were  Uuown  down  from 


edly  promised  to  them. 


jthe  mountains.  Two  otJier  mountains  sunk  into  the 


The  theatre  at  Berlin  haiS  been  consumed  by  fire  { earth,  carrying  with  il  .m  their  inh; 
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GREENLAND. 

A German  paper  says — Capt.  O.  Ocken,  com- 
mander of  the  Hamburg  whale  ship  Eieonord,  who 
has  made  40  voyages  to  Greenland,  has  just  pub- 
lished  a very  interesting  account  ofhis  last  voyage 
undertaken ’during  the  present  year — in  particular 
that  during  the  night  of  the  5th  of  June  last,  in 
lat.  79,  he  discovered  land  12  miles  in  length,  on 
whicli  there  is  two  high  mountains,  A thick  fog 
coming  on  prevented  his  making  further  discove- 
ries. He  gave  the  name  of  Hamburg  Country  to 
this  new  discovered  tract. 

CANADA. 

Bills  of  indictment  were  found  by  the  grand  jury 
for  the  district  of  Niagara,  U.  C.  On  the  18th  ult. 
again.st  James  Seely  and  William  Wilson  for  high 
treason! 

WEST  INDtlS. 

A vei’y  mortal  fever  has  prevailed  at  Trinidad. 
The  governor  is  mentioned  as  “one  of  the  few  that 
have  recovered!” 

It  is  said  that  king  Henry,  of  Hayti,  has  sixty 
inillions  of  dollars  in  one  ofhis  fortresses.  This  is 
vat  her  improbable. 

A dreadful  hurricane  arose  on  the  21st  ult.  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  violence  of  which  was  particuhir- 
ly  fell  at  St.  Lucie,  liarbadoes,  Dominique,  Marti- 
nique, and  St.  Vincentes  where  considerable  damage 
was  sustained  by  the  snipping  and  estates  gene- 
rail  . 

Jit  St.  Lucie  the  gale  was  more  particularly 
gevere. — All  the  vessels  in  that  port  were  entirely 
lost;  the  government  house  and  barracks  blown 
down;  the  governor,  his  lady  and  cmld,  and  most  of 
the  staff  killed;  about  200  officers  and  soldiers 
either  killed  or  wounded,  and  all  the  estates  of  the 
Island  rendered  a heap  of  ruins. 

Jit  Dommique,  nearly  the  whole  town  was  inun- 
dated, and  the  destruction  of  property  immense — 
Some  few  lives  were  lost— The  Island  nearly  deso- 
lated. 

At  Martinique,  about  50  Sail  of  vessels  were  dri- 
ven out  to  sea  from  St.  Pierres,  principally  Ame- 
ricans, and  having  no  ballast,  provisions,  or  other 
necessaries  for  a voyage,  have  probably  been  lost. 
Only  one  of  the  above  vessels  had  been  heard  of 
(a  French  ship,  which  had  got  into  St.  Eustatia) 
—The  estates  here  also  were  greatly  damaged. 

At  St.  Vincentes,  ten  sail  of  vessels  went  on  shore 
and  were  nearly  all  lost. 

At  Barbadoes,  many  vessels  went  ashore;  but 
only  two  lives  were  lost. 

It  was  feared  that  the  Antelope,  of  50  guns,  rear 
admiral  Harvey,  was  lost  in  tiie  gale. 

HAYTI. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  we  lately  sent  the 
Congress  frigate  to  Hayti,  with  a commissioner  on 
board,  charged  with  arranging  our  affairs  with  his 
ebony  maiesty.  The  result  of  that  mission  is  not 
generally’ known,  but  was  supposed  to  have  ter- 
minated unfavourably,  owing  to  a want  of  formali- 
ty or  diplomatique  etiquette;  fm*  these  sable  war- 
riors, dressed  in  “brief  autliority,”  stand  up  for 
every  point  with  as  much  formality  as  their  legiti- 
mate  bretliren  who  form  the  redoubtable  European 
alliance;  and  when  we  look  at  position,  ciiaracler, 
talents  and  decision,  tiieir  cl'ims  are  much  better 
founded  for  sovereignty  than  many  of  tho.se  who 
have  subscribed  to  die  “holy  league;”  and  Henry 
the  1st  of  Hayti  has  an  equal  right  to  exclaim, 
with  Lear,  “I’m  every  inch  a king.”  The  follow- 
ing account  of  the  arrival  of  the  Congress,  us  well 
as  despatches  from  the  count  of  Limonade,  secre 
tary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  has  been  furnished 


us  by  a fi  ieiid.  We,  however,  cannot  discover  any 
thing  .serious  or  improper  in  the  view  whicli  they 
take;  if  we  open  a negociation  with  them,  it  must 
be  on  a footit>g  such  as  we  would  e.stablis^h  with 
any  other  nation.  JValional  Advocate. 

Official  note  from  the  Hayii,Gazette. 

“In  order  to  remove  all  doubts  which  the  arrival 
of  fhe  American  frigate  Congress  in  the  port  of  the 
I capital,  having  Mr.  Tyler  on  board,  may  have  ex- 
;cite.'l,  and  also  to  remove  all  motives  of  calumny 
j from  the  enemies  of  Hayti,  we  are  authorised  to 
jpubii'ih  the  following  documents: 
j “A  government,  strong  of  itself  as  well  as  by  its 
principles  of  wisdom  and  justice,  does  not  fear  to 
make  tlie  truth  known,  J'here  will  be  sfienin  these 
documents  the  desire  which  our  goveimment  has  ex- 
jhibit'^d  to  establish  relations  of  commerce  and 
i friendship  with  the  government  of  tlie  United 
i States,  whenever  they  should  be  founded  on  the 
j political  relaiions,  usages  and  reciprocity  wliich 
ought  to  exist  between  governmenr.s.  It  vdil  be 
seen,  that  the  cause  why  the  lucrative  commerce 
which  has  for  more  than  25  years  existed  between 
the  two  nations  has  not  been  more  extensive,  is 
owing  .solely  to  the  government  of  thel  United 
States.” 

KINGDOM  op  HAYTT. 

At  the  palace  of  La  Grande  Riviere.  Aug.  1,  > 

1817;  14lA  year  of  independence.  5 

Tiie  Secretary  of  Sta'e,  Minister  of  foreign  affairs 

ol  Hayti,  &c.  8cc.  to  Mr.  the  Baron  de  Dupuy, 

Secretary  and  Interpreter  of  the  king,  &c. 

Mr.  Le  liaron — 

I have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  which 
announces  the  arrival  of  the  American  frigate  Con- 
gress, in  tlie  port  of  tlie  capital,  with  Mr.  Tyler, 
who  presents  himself  as  commercial  agent  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Oil  learning  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Tyler,  I waited  t» 
receive  despatches  from  his  government,  and  let-* 
ters  which  should  accredit  him  at  the  court  of 
Hayti;  but  I have  been  strangely  surprised,  from 
the  report  which  you  have  made  to  me,  that  he  was 
the  bearer  only  of  a simple  certificate,  couched  in 

unusual  and  inadmissible  terms and  further, 

containing  the  words,  “Ca/»e  i^m?icoz5.”  and  “o/f/ie 
Island  of  St.  Domingo'*^ — expressions  which  are  im^ 
proper,  and  offensive  to  the  government  of  his  ma-' 
jesty. 

Notwithstanding  the  desire  which  his  majesty 
has  of  seeing  relations  of  commerce  and  amity  es- 
tablished between  the  two  governments,  I am 
under  the  necessity  of  charging  you  to  notify  Mr/ 
Tyler  that  he  cannot  be  received  and  considered 
as  commei  cial  agen>.,  he  not  being  furnished  with 
authentic  credeiuials  in  good  and  due  form,  suffi- 
ciently to  accredit  him  with  the  Haytian  govern- 
ment. 

As  Mr.  Tyler  is,  without  doubt,  ignorant  of  the 
usages  established  in  this  kingdom  for  the  diplo- 
ma.ic  communications  between  governments,  you 
will  make  them  known  to  him,  and  will  send  him  a 
copy  of  the  king’s  declaration,  dated  20th  Novem- 
ber, 1816. 

I regret  thatliis  majesty,  being  at  this  moment 
on  a tour,  cannot  give  an  audience  to  Mr.  Tyler, 
and  the  captain  of  the  frigate  Congress,  as  they 
desire. 

I have  the  honour  to  salute,  See. 

COUNT  DE  LiMONADE. 

FLORIDA. 

Mr.  Gual,  a very  respectable  gentleman,  sent  as' 
a minister  to  the  United  States,  f om  Venezuela,  it 
is  said,  is  appointed  governor  of  Amelia. 
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We  liave  #een  informed  that  the  port  of  Amelia  ^ Cen.  Piar  appears  to  have  framed  some  consider- 
is  open  f)r  importation,  free  of  duty  for  four  months  ! ble  advantai^es  over  the  royalists  in  Vtnezueia. 
from  the  28th  Oct.  1817,  of  arms  and  munitions  of  Moriilo’s  case  seems  desperate — he  has  pillaged 
war,  and  i)i-ovisions  of  every  kind.  .Caracas,  and  proceeded  to  Lag'.  »ira,  which  it  was 

A Charleston  paper SH)S — We  have  recaived,  from  jsupposed  he  would  be  compelled  to  evacuate.  A 
our  correspondent  at  St.  Mary’s  the  following  pro-  : vessel  had  arrived  at  .Jamaica  with  a quantity  of 
clamaiion:  leash,  &c.  which  was  landed  secretly,  that  it  might 

“Whereas  Bernardo  Febreno  lias  runaway  from  loot  be  ka  jwn  it  belonged  to  refugee  royalists. 

Ibis  port,  witli  the  pilot  boat  Americcin  Libre,  ht-'  usimon  Bolivar,  supreme  cliief  of  tlm  Republic  of 
loirging  to  the  republic  of  Venezuela,  leaving  me  I 
on  shore,  probably  to  go  and  commit  depredations  ! 
on  the  high  seas:  1 hereby  in  the  name  oftlie  go-  ! 
vemment  of  Venezuela,  request  all  the  collectors; 


Venezuela,  to  the  emigrant  Guayanians  in  the  co- 
lonies: 


‘Tin 


PHOCLAMATIOrr. 

reptiblicaji  arms  have  taken  vour  nativ< 


oftheemstorns  and  the  navy  oflicers  of  tlie  United  ’land  under  the  protection  of  lijeir  laws. 

States,  t©  .seize  and  detain  the  said  pilot  boat  Ame-  j “lieturn  to  your  homes,  to  partake  of  the  advan- 
rican  Ubre,  and  give  information  of  the  same  to  tages  derived  from  a government  whose  fundamen- 
JAno  Oe^mnte,  esq.  Philadelphia.  1 lie  sa.d  .schoo-  ij^se  is  justice,  equalizing  the  comlilrons  of  men, 
ner  has  no  commitSion.  A.  G.  \ IlXERKl,  ackno  vledging  no  other  title  than  that  of  vir- 

Alajor Relieved  C{f  the  navy  of  Venezuela.  intrepidity  and  talaiit. 

Fernandina,  the  1st  of  November,  1817.  | “Guayanlans,  return  to  the  asylum  of  liberty! 

Charleston  Coimer.oJJice—A  ov.  13.  ; f^et  not  your  names  appear  to  the  world  as  follow- 

Frmn  St  Alary\  Aov.  3— The  U.  S.  gun  vessel  i gj-g  gf  tyrants  that  have  deprived  you  of  all  you 
No.  168,  lieut  M’CaIbhas  arrived  here,  after  a very  ; possessed,  redacincr  ^our  families  to  miserv.  I'-' 


, , arealwavsconsider 

mation  issued  by  commodore  Aiinr.  ed  innocent  in  the  eyes  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

ivaADiTASTS  OF  FKU^*A^DT^^v.  ; The  name  of  “sons  of  Columbia”  is  a sufucient  pro- 

For  days  past  you  have  witnessed  the  scandalous,  tection,  and  the  name,  alone,  exculpates  all  his 

transactions  of  a taction,  comjiosed  of  men,  who  ex-  ‘crimes. 

isting,  and  tolerated  on  this  Inland  by  our  generosi- 1 “Emigrant  Guavanians,  your  compatriots  invite 
ty,  have  solely  been  0 gaged  m subverting  social , you  to  return  to  yo\ir  own  ter.-imry,  where  VQU  will 
order.  They  are  mercenaries,  traitors  or  cowards ; partake  of  the  liberty  they  have  acquired.  On 
who  abandoned  the  cause  of  repuoiicanism  in  theiyour  arrival,  your  rights  will  be  equal  to  the  first 
hour  of  datvger,  and  who  either  kind  by  our  ene- 
ies,  or  misled  by  the  intrigues  of  a few  aspiring  | ‘ of  the  republic,  I guarantee  you  an 

dividuais,  have  attempted  to  involve  us  in  all  the  l^j^solute  amnesty. 


mnesty, 

‘Head-quarters,  Guayana,  3d  Sept.  1817. 

“JJULIVAR.’ 


CHRONICLE. 

Error.— X great  error  passed  tlirough  a part  of 


m 

i nun- 

complicated  horrors  of  a civil  war.  Citizens,  we  are 
republicans  from  principle,  our  fortunes  have  been  j 
spent,  and  our  lives  oft  exposed  for  this  most  glo-  j 
nous  cause.  We  have  come  here  to  iplant  the  tree  i 
of  lihei’iy,  to  foster  free  institutions,  and  to  wage 
War  against  the  tyrant  of  Spain,  the  oppressor  of 
America,  and  enemy  to  the  rights  of  man.  We  are  jour  last  number.  It  was  stated  'tlnt'’tiie  councTl 
ever  ready  to  pay  obedience  to  the  principles  of  re- , of  Connecticut  had  rejected  the  vote  of  the  house 
pubhcanlsm,  but  iirmly  determined  never  to  adhere  I of  assembly,  in  regard  to  tlie  compliment  proposed 
to  tne  dictates  of  a faction.  ; to  Capt.  Jhdl,  &c.  It  was  so  positively  stated  in 

When  the  heat  of  passions  shall  be  no  more, 'many  newspapers  that,  there  was  no  possible  rea.son 
when  public  peace  and  tranquility  are  restored,  u-e  to  doubt  it.  Rut  tlie  fact  is  not  so— the  council 

sed  the  resolve  unanimously. 

We  learn  from  Whitehall,  (s.ays  tlie  Plattsburg 
Republican)  that  contracts  have  been  ii/adeforex- 
cavaiing  a considei-iibie  ponion  of  the  canal  with 
the  Hudson  river. 

T!ie  Platt.sburg  Republican  says— The  troops 
wlio  have  been  employed  on  the  road  between  this 
pl.tce  and  Cli.iteaugay,  are  expected  to  return  f 
tlieir  former  quarters  in  the  canlonmeiU. 

, , r . • 1 - P r-  ...  sejfeni  lias  been  .seen  ag:un  in  Long  Is- 

•f  the  State  of  tl.e  l-)ormas,  proofs  oi  our  military  land  .So-.m  J— 7 or  8 feet  of  his  bodywa^s  visible 
discipium,  and  oi  our  rcsp:-cL  for  the  property  of  I a cnt.  Enoch  Aden,  appreiier.ded  in  the  stafe  of 

thein.iabiUius.  ^ I York  for  passing  count t rfeit  paper,  escaped 

vow  o Novemoer  6th  and  weiU  home,  and  very  deliberately  ^hot  himself. 

lol7,  8 aiiJ  1 of  uie  i.^acptitucace.  ^ ^ I Fi  ointlie  6th  of  October  to  the  6tli  of  November, 

Signed,  LUIS  AURY.  | fourteen  hidiamcn  have  sailed  from  the  port  of  Sal 

KEXiGO.  'km.  ^ 

We  are  anxious  to  hear,  and  soon  expect  to  re- 1 Mr.  Rm-h  arrived  .at  Annapolis  on  the  13Ri  inst 
:ve,  something  from  Ahna,  tl.at  may  be  depended  to  embark  in  the  Franklin,  dor  En-rland.  The  co-’ 


shall  see  with  a lively  pleasure  the  establishment  of 
a provisional  government  most  suitable  to  our  com- 
mon interest,  and  to  the  advancement  of  our  glori- 
ous cause. 

Americans,  Englishmen,  Irishmen  and  French- 
men, men  of  all  nation,,  we  are  freemen;  let  us  fore- 
ver be  united  by  the  love  of  liberty  and  hatred  to 
tyranny. 

Soldiers  and  sailors,  rr.ra’Ua;  io.'v  is  declared  to  be 
in  force  for  ten  days.  Let  ns  give  to  our  brethre!. 


ce 

upon.  He  will  prove  a dreadful  thorn  in  the  side 
of  royalty  in  this  quarter. 

SOrfH  AMETIICA. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  Portuguese  were  about 
to  withdraw  vheir  troops,  Stc.  from  Monte  Video. 


^ go- 

vernorof  .Maryland  ireaietl  him,  with  commodoVes 
Decatur  and  titewart,  and  tlie  officers  of  the  ship, 
and  otliers,  in  the  nio-st  respectful  manner.  The 
party  afier  being  received  i - board  the  ship  in 
great  stile,  diaed  v.dth  the  gene 'nor,  at  the  “govern 
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me  .t  '.oiine  ” The  Franklin  probably  sailed  on 
Tli'.irsdav  last 

Appointments. — A list  of  appointments,  some  of 
thf'm  very  iaiportant,  is  inserted  in  page  199. 

Mr.  Frederick  Greu.'im,  minister  resident  from 
the  king  of  Prussia,  has  been  received  at  Washing- 
ton 

Vermont. — Tliebill  for  a bank  in  Burlington,  has 
been  negatived  [>y  the  legislature  of  Vermont — But 
an  act  was  passed  to  establish  a bank  (the  first  in 
t!ie  state)  in  the  town  of  Windsor. 

James  Fi.  k,  esq.  (r*;p.)  nas  been  appointed  a se- 
nator in  congress,  vice  Dudley  Chase,  e^q.  appointed 
chief  jiul^e  of  the  supreme  court. 

Improvement. — An  elegant  bridge  has  been  built 
over  the  Scioto,  at  Ciiillicothe. 

Internal  7iavigation. — The  Boston  Daily  Adverti- 
ser of  Wednesday,  has  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing assembled  to  consider  tJie  practicability  and 
expediency  of  “opening  a direct  navigatioh  be- 
tween Barnstable  and  Buzzard’s  bay,  which  might 
dispense  with  the  circuitous  and  often  dangerous 
navigation  round  cape  Cod.’* 

Cayuga  Lake. — From  the  American  Journal, 
published  at  Ithaca,  N.Y.  From  correct  information, 
we  can  state,  that  the  quantity  of  salt  which  has 
been  brought  up  the  lake  to  our  flourishing  village 
the  present  season,  already  amounts  to  about  three 
thousand  barrels. 

The  quantity  of  received  at  the  head  of  the 
lake  previous  to  our  publishing  the  arrivals  weekly, 
as  near  as  can  be  aseertainedj  amounted  to  tivo 
thousand  five  hundred  tons. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  land  hranth  of  this 
trade  (a  portage  of  twenty  miles  from  the  Cayuga 
to  the  Susquehannah)  we  mention,  that  one  of  the 
editors  a few  days  since,  counted  on  the  road  be- 
tv;een  Ithaca  and  Owego,  about  sixty  teams,  loaded 
with  plaster  and  sail,  which  must  have  arrived  at 
Owego  and  discuarged  their  loads  that  day. 

This,  truly,  is  a circumstance  ®f  no  little  import- 
ance— a commerce  upon  u hicli  foreign  interdicto- 
ry orders  and  decrees  can  have  no  efl'ect;  except  it 
be  to  render  it  more  valuable! 

Georgia. — William  llabun,  esq.  has  been  elected 
governor  of  Georgia,  vice  gov.  Mitchell  resigned — 

The  votes  were,  for  Mr.  Babun,  62;  gen.  John 
Clark  57. 

Indian  affairs. — Gen.  Gaines’  demand  on  the 
Seminole  Indians,  for  the  delivery  of  certain  mur- 
derers, it  seems,  has  been  absolutely  refused. — 

They  justify  themselves  on  the  plea  of  retaliation. 

Hostilities  were  immediately  expected  to  com- 
mence. Gen.  G.  was  proceeding  for  fort  Scott,  on 
the  Flint  luver,  where  he  expected  to  be  joined  by 
600  Creek  warriors,  and  have  an  entire  force  of 
2500  men,  regulars,  militia  and  Indians.  The  Se- 
minoles,  are  said  to  be  able  to  bring  1500  warriors 
into  the  field.  They  are  the  bravest,  most  robust, 
and  most  truly  savage  of  all  the  southern  tribes. — 

Woodbine,  probably,  laid  the  foundation  of  this  new 
speck  of  war.  Tiie  state  of  Georgia  has  had  a mili- 
tary force  stationed  in  Camden  county  for  a consi- 
derable time,  to  protect  the  people  from  these  in- 
di-.ns. 

The  “Georgia  Journal”  of  the  4tli  inst.  says — 

We  are  informe  J,  that  a large  portion  of  the  coun- 
try lately  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Die  Che- 
rokee Indians,  in  exchange  for  an  equal  quantity 
western  land,  is  found  on  investigation  to  be  witi;- 
in  Die  limits  of  the  Creek  nation.  The  conflicting 
claims  of  these  tribes  to  Die  disputed  territory, 
has  been  settled  in  aa  amicable  manner,  (although  : 

at  one  time  the  cotlxrover.sy  was  likely  to  produce  liars  in  season  for  this  day’s  paper. 


/■pen  them,}  by  a council  of  |belr  respec- 
tive cliiefs,  cliosen  to  discuss  and  decile  Die  mut- 
ter.— If  a suitable  indemni*y  be  not  made  our  go-^ 
vernment  by  the  Cherokees.  tlie  existing  treaty  with 
them  on  this  subject,  will  doubtless  be  annulled. 

The  following  Indians,  (says  Die  Nulonal  In  e’.li' 
gencer)  among  the  most  respectable  in  tlieir  ap- 
pearance and  deportment  we  have  ever  seen,  are 
now  on  a visit  to  the  seat  of  govern fi-oin  he 
North-Western  country  They  are  under  the  di- 
rection of  !\lr.  Isaac  Walker — their  business  is  with 
the  government. 

Wtandots. — Daanquote,  or  Half  King,  head  chief 
of  the  nation,  from  S.andusky;  Tau-yau-ro-too  yaii, 
head  speaker;  Dawautout;  Manoncue;  Scotosh;  Tau- 
yau-dou-tou  sou;  Squindecte;  Yon-dou-tou-sou. 

Df.lavvarf..s. — Captain  Pipe;  Silas  Armstrong. 

Sknkcas.— Captain  Smith;  Con  gu-tou; 

These  are  the  identical  chiefs  among  whom  the 
president  of  the  United  States  passed  a night,  as 
lie  tr.Avelled  tlirough  the  wilderness  from  Detroit, 
and  by  whom  he  wa^  volun'.arily  guarded,  during 
his  stay  with  them. 

The  officers  of  t he  U.  S.  5th  reg.  stationed  at  De- 
troit, have  resolved'  to  take  up  Die  remains  of  lieut. 
Brooks  of  the  marines  (son  of  gov.  B.  of  Massachu- 
setts) killed  in  the  battle  on  lake  Erie,  and  tliose 
of  maj.  Holmes,  killed  in  the  affair  at  Michiiimacka- 
nac,  and  re -inter  them  at  Detroit,  and  erect  a monu- 
ment over  them. 

Soldiers  lands.  It  is  suggested  that  a proposition 
will  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  congress  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a law  authorising  a commu  a- 
tion  for  soldiers  bounty  lands,  at  the  rate  of  one  dol- 
lar per  acre.  Great  speculations  have  been  made 
on  this  property,  and  if  the  passage  of  such  a law 
will  not  check  it,  in  future,  it  will  at  least  insure 
to  the  soldier  something  like  the  value  of  his  claim, 
if  he  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  land. 

The  subscription  to  the  stock  of  **The  Bank  ofi 
the  Valley  fi  for  the  counties  of  Shenandoah,  Frede- 
rick, Fauquier,  Loudon,  Jefferson,  Berkeley,  Hamp- 
shire and  Hardy,  in  Virginia,  is  closed.  The  autho- 
rized stock  of  the  bank  is  500,000  dollars.  The 
amount  subscribed  was  735,000!  Int. 

J\Te-w  invention. — We  have  seen  the  model  of  a 
new  invented  double  Jlaritie  Lever,  for  raising 
s!iips  of  the  line  and  other  vessels  out  of  water,  on 
very  simple,  and,  apparently  efficacious  principles, 
ai'id  fixing  them  in  a position  to  be  coppered  and 
repaired,  with  great  ease  and  economy.  Tlie  in- 
crease of  our  navy  renders  it  necessary  to  suggest 
some  new  improvement  by  which  ships  can  be  re- 
paired with  facility,  and  a diminution  of  labor. — 
This  machine  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  dry 
docks,  which  are  not  only  enormously  expensive, 
but  from  the  want  of  sufficient  water  in  the  ebbing 
and  flowing  of  the  tide,  in  some  of  our  principal 
naval  depots,  would  be  difficult  to  erect.  If  the 
machine  can  be  constructed  sufficiently  strong  and 
durable,  we  see  no  other  objection  to  its  utility. — 
The  model  is  in  the  possession  of  the  inventor, 
capt.  Alexander  Coffin,  and  can  be  seen  by  calling 
at  the  office  in  the  stale  prison. — JV*.  Y.JSTat.  Ad. 

E.VFORCEMKNT  OF  NF.UTilALlTV. — ProvidcUCe,  It.  I‘ 

.Yov  14.  -The  brig  B.  of  Bristol  was  yesterday 
trivd  in  this  town  before  the  United  States’  district 
court  of  R!\ode  Island,  for  an  alleged  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  Slates;  and  was  con- 
ilemrifcd  after  an  examination,  in  which  sufficient 
evidence  was  adduced  to  justify  the  decision  o<  tbe 
court.  We  were  unable  to  obtain  farther  particu- 
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Unparalleled,  perhaps. — —During-  the  last  three 
montlis,  without  any  extnaordinary  exertion,  or  any 
particular  cause  that  we  know  of  to  produce  such 
an  increase,  about  t-wo  hundred  new  subscribers  to 
the  Weekly  Register  have  been  received,  and 
nearly complete  sets  of  the  work  been  disposed 
of.  The  editor  will  thank  the  public  for  such  sup- 
port by  endeavoring  to  deserve  it. 

Q^’Expecting  to  be  absent  next  week,  and  having 
no  one  to  take  his  place  at  the  desk,  the  editor  very 
respectfully  asks  the  indulgence  of  liis  readers,  if 
the  usual  order  of  things  should  not  be  observed 
in  the  succeeding  number  of  this  paper. 

(Xj’It  is  grateful  to  receive  ciroular  letters  from 
inventors,  authors,  &c.  giving  an  account  of  their 
improvements.  See.  for  whicii,  however,  we  reluc 
tantly  pay  postage,  and  hereafter  shall  not  take  up 
such  letters.  The  least  that  any  gentleman  can  do 
wlien  he  asks  a favor  of  another,  is  to  put  him  in 
a condition  to  grant  it,  free  of  expense. 

Qlj^'Wehave  received  an  elaborate  opinion,  deli 
vered  in  Baltimore  county  court,  by  Judge  Bland, 
in  a matter  in  controversy  about  the  ri^ht  to  the 
original  bed  of  a stream  once  navigable,  &c.  which 
shall  be  inserted  in  our  next. 


Massachusetts^  Claims. 

We  learn  from  the  Boston  papei  s that  the 
claims  of  Massachusetts  for  military  services 
during  the  late  war,  are  now  so  ‘^clearly  ex- 
plained^^  that  “nothing  will  be  wanting  to  se- 
cure their  ample  adjustment  but  a spirit  of  jus- 
tice and  candor  in  the  national  councils.” 

We  always  thought  that  they  had  been 
enough  ^explained'^^  to  secure  their  ‘fidjust- 
ment^  by  “just  and  candid”  men;  to  wit — that 
Massachusetts  should  pay  them  herself:  but  if 
by  “adjustment”  is  meant  an  assumption  of 
these  claims  by  the  United  States — that  is  ano- 
ther affair;  and  the  logic  must  be  very  keen, 
indeed,  to  explain  why  the  national  councils 
ought  to  pay  for  cool,  deliberate  and  unrepent- 
ed-of  acts  of  disobedience  to  their  authority. 
Every  body  i ecollects  tliat  the  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive and  judicial  powers  of  that  state,  unit- 
ed in  solemn  decisions  that  the  United  states 
could  not  call  out  and  direct  the  militia,  even 
when  that  state,  herself,  was  invaded— -how, 
then,  can  they  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  pre- 
tended services  rendered.^  And,  unless  that 
state,  by  acts  as  solemn,  as  public  and  as 
pompous^  too,  as  those  by  which  she  disobey- 
ed the  orders  of  the  “national  councils,’*  is 
prepared  to  retrace  her  steps,  acknowledge  her 
erro  s and  beg  forgiveness,  she  had  better  pay 
these  claims  herself  and  as  quietly  as  possible. 
The  United  States  will  not,  cannot,  dareuoi 
p^y  them,  but  at  the  entire  loss  of  self-respect, 
except  in  the  contingency  stated, — when  cha- 
rity  might  give  what  rigid  justice  would  re- 
fuse. Without  it,  the  urging  of  those  claims 
Vo*,  xm. 14. 


will  uselessly  rouse  popular  feeling,  ami  excifd 
passions  that  seem  to  be  hastening  to  a state 
of  repose.  Nay,  many  will  think  that  tlie 
simple  preferment  of  such  claims  will  shew  a 
want  of  modesty  that  ought  to  give  additional 
force  to  the  righteous  opposition  that  must 
meet  them*  But  if  they  are  prefen  ed,  we  liope 
that  the  mei  its  of  the  case  will  be  calmly  en-* 
quiced  into  and  “clearly  explained’’'^aftet' 
which  the  fuither  consideration  may  be  post^ 
poned  until  the  year  of  our  Lord  2818.  At 
which  time,  perliaps,  the  people  may  believe 
that  a man  ought  to  be  paid  for  expenses  incur-' 
red  in  acts  of  wilful  disobedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  his  supe*  ior.  .xnd  by  that  time>  also^ 
it  is  possible  that  posterity  will  have  deter** 
mined  {otwhat  purpose  the  militia  of  Massa” 
chiisetts  were  embodied  at  all. 

It  is  with  since:  e regret  ihut  self  def elite  h.'lli 
required  it  of  us  to  touch  a topic  so  produc- 
tive of  sevei  est  reprehension.  We  had  hoped, 
that  the  good  sense  of  our  easte*  n brethreii 
would  have  suffered  it  to  rest  in  peate.  *rhe 
money  claimed  cannot  be  paid  by  the  national 
councils,  without  a violation  of  principle  that 
will  cause  the  most  of  those  that  vote  for  it  to 
be  hurled  from  their  seats  by  the  suff  ages  of 
an  indignant  and  justly  offended  peopie-^a  vL 
elation  of  principle  tiiatit  cannot  be  supposed 
the  congress  of  the  United  “States  is  capable 
of.  W e know  very  \Vell  that  the  physkdl  force 
of  Massachusetts  was  on  the  side  of  the  repub- 
lic in  the  late  war;  but  we  are  humiliated  with  a 
confession  of  the  belief  that  it  was  that  corlsl'' 
deration  only  which  prevented  their  YUler'i 
from  acting  openly  on  the  side  of  the  enemy* 
We  will  not  be  taxed  because  the  people  of  that, 
state  permitted  such  men  to  rule  them — it 
an  affair  of  their  own,  ami  We  will  not  ha^  6 
any  tiling  "to  do  with  it*  They  undertook  “to 
manage  their  own  concerns  (as  they  presumed 
to  think  them,  though  they  were  not  so)  In  their 
own  Way”  during  the  war— ^let  them  so  manage 
the  same  mattei's  in  peace. 


Boston  Election* 

There  has  been  much  oppugnation  lit  the 
lection  and  election  of  a member  of  congress* 
for  Suffolk  or  Boston  district,  in  the  place  <n 
Mr.  Lloyd,  resigned.  There  were  some  ci?‘> 
cumstances  attending  it  that  seem  to  demand 
a record  in  this  work. 

v\  hen  Mr.  Lloyd  had  resolved  to  resign,! 
appears  that  he  not  only  sent  his  resignation  t<i 
the  pro])er  authority,  but  also  formally  cotnmu- 
licated  it  to  a caucus  called  the  Central  Cam^. 
mittes.  A “federal  «a»c»i/’  wkich.'^  afl  stiictl^ 


|10  NILES>  REGISTEU-NOVEMBER  29,  1817—STATE  OF  THE  PRESS. 


Ultimate ^ was  the.li  held,  and  Mr.  Mason  was 
duly  nominated  and  declared  tube  the  “federal 
candidate:” — but  some  were  dissatisfied,  and 
another  caucus  called  the  Primary  assembly” 
assuming  a highe*’  degree  of  authority  than  th^^ 
former,  directed  that^Mr.  Ritchie^  and  not  Mr* 
-Masun^  should  be  supported,  as  the  “distinct 
and  indivisible  federal  candidate.”  Mr.  Mason, 
however,  would  iiot  bow  to  the  “Primary  As- 
sembly,” and  resolved  to  stand  a poll.  The 
republicans  then  held  a caucus,  and  seeing  no 
chance  of  electing  one  of  their  own  party,  and 
considering  Mr.  Mason  as  having  more  liberal 
principles  than  Mr.  Kitchie,  they  agreed  to 
support  him.  He  was  elected — the  votes  were, 
for  Mr.  Mason  1664;  fox  Mr.  Ritchie  1376. 

1 have  read,  perhaps,  six  or  eight  columns  of 
matter  in  the  Boston  papers  that  I might  un- 
derstand the  organization  of  the  several  cau- 
cuses, without  being  able  to  perceive  where  the 
“legitimate  authority”  of  one  cawcMS  ended,  or 
the  “legitimate  authority’’  of  the  other  caucus 
began.  But  it  seems  that  tliey  are  orga- 
nized into  a sort  of  a house  of  commons  and 
house  of  lords — the  latter  hemg  n permanent 
body  to  manage  and  direct  the  business  of  elec- 
tions &,c.  apparently  possessing  gi’eat  dignity, 
from  the  semi-official  correspondence  that  Mr. 
Lloyd  has  had  with  them,  as  well  on  the  subject 
of  the  claims  of  Massachusetts  against  the 
Ufiited  States,  as  on  the  afiairs  of  the  election. 
The  result  has  “excessively  mortified’’  the 
high-toned  politicians  of  their  party,  and  por- 
tends its  severance;  for  they  have  severely  de- 
nounced those  that  supported  Mr.  Mason  as 
contumacious f as  they  saj  in  France  of 
those  that  refuse  their  “adhesion’’  to  tlie  Bour- 
bons. 

This  election,  though  interesting  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Boston,  is  unimportant  to  the  na- 
tion at  large;  and  has  its  claims  to  this  notice 
only  because  of  the  caucuses  that  were  held 
about  it,  to  shew  the  manners  and  history  of 
'party. 


State  of  the  Press. 

I read  the  following  article  twice  over  be- 
fore I could  resolve  what  to  do  with  it,  or  de- 
termine on  what  I should  say  to  it.  The  collec- 
tion of  the  facts  desired  is  exactly  in  my  way, 
and  I will  gladly  devote  myself  to  that  purpose; 
which  may  be  easily  accomplished,  if  some 
editors  of  newspapers  in  every  state  will  give 
complete  lists  oftne  papers  published  therein, 
and  t ike  it  upon  themselves  to.notice  the  ^^con- 
dition. miiHiplication,  declension  and  faW"  of 
their  respective  public  journals;  explaining  al- 
so the  causes  that  have  affected  each  or  any  of 
of  th<»in.  An  anniml  table  oi’  expose  of  no  lit- 
tle interest,  a.sd  perliaps,  of  some  importance, 
might,  be  formed  from  these  reports,  assisted 
by  casual  information  otherwise  obtained;  and, 
jr  publishers  wilf;af»sis.tnm  by  giving  such  ac- 
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counts  early  in  the  next  year,  I will  throw  them 
into  a tabular  form,  and  continue  it  annually, 
as  long  as  I print  the  Register  and  the  facts 
for  it  can  be  had — keeping  all  the  while  a re- 
cord of  things  as  they  occur.  So  far  I am  con- 
tent: but  it  is  not  for  tonic  establish  “canons 
for  the  regulation  of  the  press.’^  1 have  no  pre- 
tentions to  an  office  of  such  dignity,  feeling  my- 
self quite  happy  if  1 can  please  myself  in  the 
management  of  my  own — which  is  not  always 
the  case.  Almost  every  day  1 feel  the  w'ant  of 
education,  or  talents,  to  conduct  it  as  I w’ould. 
Fine  ideas  (as  I suppose  they  are)  frequently 
flit  before  me,  without  an  ability  to  embody 
them  and  communicate  them  to  others,  if  the 
proposition  is  meant  as  a compliment,  I thank 
the  editors  of  the  Compiler  for  it,  but  the  “lead 
of  self-examination”  tells  me  I cannot  accept 
it  except  as  a,  compliment:  /have  not  the  vani- 
ty to  believe  that  I am  fitted  to  the  discharge 
of  the  important  duty  that  it  would  impose 
upon  me. 

I should  be  very  much  pleased,  how'ever,  to 
see  the  first  part  of  the  proposition  reduced  to 
practice,  and  will  cheerfully  assist  in  bringing 
it  about,  as  just  stated;  for  which  purpose  I 
shall  address  certain  queries  to  my  “brethren 
of  the  type”  in  the  next  paper.  If  the  thing 
succeeds,  well — if  it  does  not,  a little  ink  will 
be  wasted  and  a little  paper  spoiled,  and  there 
will  be  an  end  of  it. 

FROM  THB  RICHSrOJ/D  COMPItFR. 

To  Mr  JViles,  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register. 

Sin — We  present  you  the  respects  of  a weak 
brother — for  weak  is  our  wing,  and  humble  our  pre- 
tentious. We  thank  you  for  the  work  you  have  giv- 
en to  the  American  public — We  regard  it  as  the 
most  valuable  depot  of  facts  which  issues  from  the 
press. 

Time  is  no  doubt  necessary  to  give  to  such  a work 
all  its  perfection.  Day  after  day  must  furnish  some 
new  hint  for  its  improvement,  and  open  a new  field 
for  you  to  enter  with  your  sickle. 

One  of  the  most  useful  things  you  are  wont  to  do, 
is  to  sketch  aZisf  of  passing  transactions,  which  are 
capable  of  being  reduced  to  numbers,  and  from 
time  to  time  sum  up  the  whole,  and  present  them 
in  one  collective  point  of  view.  Such  was  the  list 
of  prize-vessels  you  collected  during  the  late  war. 
Such  is  the  list  of  emigrations  you  have  lately  fur- 
nished. 

We  beg  leave  to  turn  your  attention  to  another 
quarter — one  in  which  both  of  us  are  deeply  inte- 
rested. We  mean  q\xv  public  journals,  their  condi- 
tion, multiplication,  declension  and  fall. 

In  the  first  place,  we  -want,  what  we  may  call,  ca- 
nons  for  the  maTUigement  of  the  press,  a sort  of  “codi- 
ficatio7i,’*  as  Jere  y Benin  am  calls  it,  of  those  rules, 

, which  ought  to  guide  the  conductor  of  the  press — 
to  regulate  its  liberty,  and  re.strain  its  licentiousness.' 
Not  rules  enacted  by  the  laws  of  the  land;  but 
rules,  drawn  from  the  sound  principles  of  discussion, 
and  formi.ng  a sorU  of  moral  legislation  tor  the  press; 
ndes,  which  every  edi’.or  ought  to  >ibserve,  and 
which  none  should  violate  without  an  offence  to  de- 
cency and  good  taste.  These  rules  will  prescribe 
the  rights  tmd  duties  which  one  editor  owes  tm 
another,  or  wliidi  editors  and  correspondents  own. 
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to  e.ich  oilier.  They  would  leacli  us  tlie  species 
of  vmnner  wliic!)  editors  oagh’’  to  use  towaixls  each 
othcT;  t!ic  stipcies  nf  matter,  wliich  they  ouglit  to 
p’ih'.s!i,  and  those  which  they  ought  not;  in  other 
words,  what  is  fit  for  the  public  eje,  and  what 
is  uol;  the  species  of  erider,ce  they  ougiit  to  re- 
quire and  furiiish  for  tlieir  statements;  with  oth.cr 
cases,  whicli  are  apt  to  occur  in  the  editorial  line. 

t.Ve  l-.ohl,  that  (lie  number  of  well  regulated  pa- 
pers is  H .species  of  test  of  the  state  of  the  public 
mind;  their  rnultlpilcatior,  i.s  un  indirect  proof  of 
the  grov/ih  of  a liheralizirig  spirit  among  tlie  peo- 
ple; (heir  declension,  of  a depreciation  that  spi 
rii.  Hence  we  should  I ke  to  sec  a Rv  glst.r  ofthe 
numbers  of  newsp-.per.?;  wliieli  should  Vioiice  every 
newspaper  that  is  set  up,  or  tlie  discontinuance  of 
every  old  one— with  the  change  of  ediuors,  &.c. 

Thus  you  would  take  notice  of  every  typographical 
star  that  rose  above  or  set  below  tlie  liorizon. 

In  the  same  manner,  you  miglil  state  the  causes 
of  die  declension  of  any  paper,  wiiether  from  mis- 
management ofthe  editor,  tl;e  want  of  punctuality 
in  subscribers,  or  from  any  other  cause  as  you! 
could  ascertain  it.  Tlie  press  too  would  he  under, 
immense  obligations  to  you,  if  iiom  the.se  facts  you! 
could  deduce  a plan  for  putting  a good  paper  on! 
a good  basis; — viz;  How  iliey  are  to  be  best  sup- 
ported, and  how  the  numerous  complaints  against 
suh.scribers  and  false  “patrons”  may  be  prevented. 

Another  consider  ition — Let  a sort  of  account  cur. 
rent  be  kept,  carrying  forward  from  time  Jo  time 
tlie  number  of  papers  that  are  stopt,  or  have  been 
set  up,  in  t!ie  different  states,  Icc.  8ic.  and  striiiing 
a balance,  8tc. 

But,  verhnm  sat  sapienti. 

Yours  respectfully,  SiC. 


Isaac  Bri^-gs,  esq. 

I cannot  believe  that  there  is  an  American, 
(leiig)its  in  the  application  of  practical 
mathematics  to  great  national  purposes,  who 
will  not  feel  grateful  to  my  much  esteemeilj 
friend,  Isaac  Briggs,  for  the  communication  | 
that  appears  in  the  pi'esent  number  of  the  Re- 
GisTER.  It  is  well,  indeed,  that  a gentleman  1 
of  his  learning  and  science  so  zealously  de- 
votes them  to  the  public  wellare — teaching  us 
political  philosophy^  and  enlarging  out  mmds 
so  that  they  at  once  comprehend  subjects  of 
the  highest  importance  to  the  national  prospe- 
rity. He  is  at  present  employe*!  as  one  ofthe  1 
engineers  of  the  great  canal  that  is  to  unite' 
the  lakes  with  the  Atlantic;  a duty  in  which | 
his  talents  are  most  happily  supported  bv  an  ar- j 
dent  zeal  for  every  description  of  internal  im- 
provenient,  and  especially  for  that,  the  mostj 
sublime  object  of  its  kind  that  can  ofter  itself 
to  the  reflecting  si:nfe.s'ui.^fyn  Practical  mathe-j 
matics  and  meciianics  are,  certainly,  this  gen-! 
tleman’s  Jbrf;  and  me  confidence  has  been  in-! 
.creased  as  to  the  final  and  coiu/j/s/eaccomplisli-l 
ment  of  the  great  work  in  which  he  is  engaged.! 
by  his  employ.ment  therein.  For  myself,  as  a 
member  ot  tlie  Jimerican  family  who  has  en- 
deavoredand,  perhaps,  partially  succeeded,  to 
bring  hi  inself  to  regard  the  ichoh  as  having  a 
comimiriity  of  int.ere.st,  1 am  deeply  interested 
in  this  most  important  work,  by  "which  c#jn- 


merce  and  civilization  will  soon  be  extended 
to  yet  unexplored  regions,  and  tlie  “wilderness 
be  made  to  blossom  as  tlie  rose.’’  Our  popu- 
lation will  advance  its  ratio  of  increase  in 
proportion  as  the  means  of  subsistence  are  the 
more  easily  obtained;  and,  as  the  field  of  en- 
terprize  is  enlai'ged,  the  more  numerous  will 
be  the  adventurei  s in  it  from  abroad.  'I'hat 
we  are  destined  to  become  a g'reat  nation ^ 
mighty  and  powerful  beyond  any  that  at  pre- 
sent exists,  is  morally  certain;  and  that  mere 
natuial  causes  may  bi’ing  this  about,  is  highly-  ' 
probable— but  who  does  not  wish  that  he  him- 
self may  enjoy  some  portion  of  the  delight  that 
must  spring  up  from  the  consciousness  that 
are  so?  Franklin  wislied  to  visit  his  country 
at  the  end  of  an  hundred  years — and  many  now 
seem  to  think  that  they  were  born  too  soon.— 
But  let  us  be  content,  and  faithfully  perform 
the  jespective  duties  assigned  us — confident 
that  our  children  will  reap  the  liarvest  planted 
by  their  care,  amigo  on  to  improve  ita 

increase  for  the  good  of  posterity.  Every  man 
has  his  deg.ee  of  usefulness— some  to  a great- 
er and  others  to  a lesser  extent;  it  is  sullicient 
thatf/zese  are  exerted,  or  encouraged,  as  tliey 
ought  to  be— the  talent  should  no  more  he 
“w(  apped  in  a napkin’’  than  squande('ed;  every 
man  owes  something  to  tlie  society  to  which  he 
belongs,  and  ouglit  to  be  zealous  not  to  leave 
the  world  worse  than  he  found  it.  For  myself, 
humble  as  1 am,  but  believing,  as  I do,"  tliat 
the  great  canal  may  be  completed  in  from  10 
to  15  years,  at  the  inconsiderable  expense  of  5 
or  6 millions  of  dollars,  I feel  pleasure  in  the 
hope  that,  when  its  benefits  are  manifest  to  all 
men,  my  children  may  say,  our  father  was 
friendly  to  it, and  to  all  other  internal  improve-- 
merits,  ivithoiit  regard  to  their  locution  in  iha 
United  States, 

But  1 must  stop — taking  up  my  pen  only  to 
invite  attention  to  an  article  in  this  paper,  1 luive 
entered  upon  a subject  which,  if  1 could  write 
as  I lliink,  wouitl  occupy  me  a twelvemonth, 
“by  way  of  introduction.’’  But  wlien  a man 
looks  at  the  map  and  sees  that  the  contempla- 
ted canals  will  open  a water  coinmunicalion 
through  lakes  Ontaiio,  Erie,  Huron,  -Michi- 
gan, >^upeiior,  &c.  &c.  to  the  lake  ol  the 
woods;  through  Champlain  to  Canada;  and,  at 
a very  little  additional  expense,  through  the 
fertile  and  extensive  countries  t)f  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois,  &c  to  Orleans — and  from 
tlie  lakes  by  tlie  Jj-usquehaiinah  to  Baltiimue, 
as  well  as  to  New  York,  and  to  many  other 
places  thiough  difierent  routs,  the  mind  is  lost 
111  calculating  the  magnitude  of  the  conse- 
quences, and  sighs  to  see  them  completed.— 
There  is  no  spot  on  the  globe  wherein  so  “great 
effects  may  fiow  from  such  little  causes,”  as  in 
the  junction  of  the  . ,tlantic  with  the  lakes,  by  a 
lupctl-ern  cute.  By  refering  to  the  6th  voliim* 
of  the  Weekly  Register,  page  417,  the  read- 
i or  will  see  that  in  1814  I iadui^ed  myself 
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an  ideal  voyage  in  a steam  boat  from  New  V ork 
to  New  Orleans,  by  way  of  the  lakes,  Slc.  and 
I am  not  without  hopes  that  1 may  live  to  take 
such  a voyage,  in  reality^  if  1 wish  it.  The 
rich,  populous  and  patriotic  state  of  New  York 
has  seriously  taken  up  this  matter, — may  she 
persevere  in,  it  and  effect  it!  It  will  be  more 
valuable  to  her,  and  the  union  at  large,  than  the 
mines  of  Mejdco  and  Peru — in  dispensing 
wealth  and  all  the  comforts  of  life  to  millions 
on  millions  of  high-souled  freemen;  in  knit- 
ting them  together  as  a band  of  brothers;  and 
in  giving  strength  to  their  eflbrts  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  republic. 


Domestic  Manufactures* 

AW  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BEFORE  THE  ONEIDA  SOCIE- 
TY FOR  THE  PROMOTION  OF  AMERICAN  MANUFACTUKES, 
AT  THEIR  ANNUAL  MEtTINO  IN  WHITESBORO’  ON  THE 
21st  of  OCTOBER,  1817— BY  ISAAC  BIllGRS. 

At  a meeting  of  the  society  for  the  promotion  of 
American  manufactures,  on  the  21st  day  of  Octo- 
ber inst.  the  following  address  was  delivered 
by  Mr.  Briggs. — The  committee  of  the  society 
believing  the  address  to  contain  many  important 
facts,  stated  in  so  plain  a manner  as  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  requested  a copy  for  publication, 
which  request  has  been  granted. 

October  31, 1817. 

To  Theodore  Sill,  Recording  Secretary  o f the  Society 
for  the  promotion  of  American  manufactures. 

Utica,  10  mo.  20,  1817. 

My  Friend — I have  received  thy  note,  in  behalf 
of  the  committee  of  the  society  for  the  promotion 
of  American  manufactures,  requesting,  for  publica 
tion,  a copy  of  my  address  delivered  before  the  so- 
ciety on  the  21st  instant. 

I cheerfully  yield  it,  in  hopes  that  its  publication 
may  stir  a question  very  important  to  the  United 
Slates;  and,  whether  I may  stand  approved  or  con- 
victed of  error,  candid  investigation  is  always  favor- 
able to  truth.  Respectfully  thy  friend, 

ISAAC  BRIGGS. 

ADDRESS. 

My  friends  «?;</  fellow  citizens — I have  some  appre- 
hension tliat  I may  be  deemed  presumptuous.  Al- 
most a stranger  as  1 am  amongst  you,  and  surround 
ed  by  men  »o  much  more  competent  to  the  task, 
my  attempt  to  open  the  business  of  this  meeting 
certainly  has  that  appearance.  Oppressed  too  by 
the  consciotisness  that,  not  being  in  the  habit  of 
public  speaking,  1 have  not  those  facilities  of  ar- 
rangement and  utterance  that  flow  from  practice. 
My  feelings,  however,  at  this  moment,  are  very 
different  from  those  of  presumptionj  but  encourag- 
ed by  the  hope  of  your  kind  indulgence — by  a tho- 
rough conviction  of  the  goodness  of  our  cause,  I 
proceed,  with  diffidence,  to  offer  my  sentiments; 
and  I shall  be  satisfied  if,  in  plain  and  simple  lan- 
guage, I can  make  myself  understood. 

The  object  for  which  we  have  convened— the  cul 
tivation  of  our  industry  and  improvement  of  our 
own  resources — is  indeed  of  great  importance — per- 
mit me  to  say  we,  for  my  judgment  and  feelings  are 
united  wiili  you  in  the  common  cause.  It  is  of 
of  great  importance  to  us  of  Oneida  coMiity,  but  not 
to  us  only — not  to  the  state  of  Nev/-York  oniy— 
presents  to  the  United  States  a question  of  na- 
7onal  policy. 

Some  of  US,  invited  the  official  voice  of  our 


country  in  her  time  of  trouble,  invested  almost  the 
whole  of  our  capital  in  manufacturing  establish- 
ments—we  expected  a remuneration,  it  is  true,  but 
connected  with  that  expectation  was  Ihedelighfful 
conviction  that  we  were  affording  to  our  country 
valuable  relief— that  we  were  promoting  her  best 
and  permanent  interest.  We  believed,  beyond 
doubt,  she  would,  in  the  days  of  her  prosperity,  re- 
deem her  pledge.  What  is  the  mortifying  result? 
From  an  easy  competence,  we  are  landed  in  pover- 
ty and  debt.  AVhen  we  humbly  ask  for  relief,  we 
are  met  by  the  interrogatories — What  would  ye 
have?  Shall  we  tax  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the 
main  body  of  our  cidzen.s,  to  pour  wealth  into  your 
pockets?  Such  are  the  views  of  short  sighted  poli- 
ticians. 

We  disclaim  tlie  imputation. 

Agriculture,  manufactures  and  commerce,  espe- 
cially internal  commerce,  are  m perfect  harmony— 
they  mutually  aid  and  support  each  other — together, 
they  constitute  national  prosperity.  No  one  of 
them  can  ejCist  alone— no  two,  exclusive  of  the 
third,  can  permanently  thrive.  That  nation  alone 
which  wisely  fostersand  patronizes  them  all,  in  just 
proportion,  can  continue  eminently  prosperous  and 
happy.  No  tax  can  be  so  grievous,  as  that  course 
of  policy  which  (however  indirect  and  concealed 
its  opefatioB)  ultimately  exhausts  the  sources  of 
wealth— takes  away  the  motive.s  for  enterprize— 
and  withers,  even  in  the  morning  of  its  growth,  the 
prosperity  of  the  whole  nation.  We  may  aptly 
compare  a nation  to  the  human  body,  and  agricul- 
ture, manulactures  and  commerce  to  the  limbs. 
The  right  hand  may  be  in  full  health  and  the  feet 
strong,  and  for  a while  may  vigorously  perform  all 
their  functions;  yet  if  even  the  left  hand  be  diseas- 
ed, and  the  disease,  through  improvidence  or  false 
judgment,  be  suffered  to  advance,  the  healthy  limbs 
and  the  whole  body  may  become  infected — be  gra- 
dually robbed  of  strength,  and  sink  jnematurely 
into  the  grave. 

In  old  and  Corrupt  goternlnenfs,  political  econo- 
my is  a great  niystery;  and  it  is  perhaps  the  inte- 
rest of  those  tvho  manage  the  machinery  of  state- 
craft, to  keep  it  so,  by  involving  it  in  a labyrinth 
of  technical  terms  and  intricate  speculations;  but 
in  a government  like  ours,  founded  in  lionesty, 
resting  on  the  virtue,  and  liaving  in  view  the  hap- 
piness ot  a whole  pcopde,  the  .science  of  political 
economy  is  quite  simple— “He  who  runs  may  read.’^ 
I hope  we  have  amongst  us  but  few  oF those  political 
empirics  who  would  endeavor  to  involve  so  simple 
a subject  in  great  mystery,  in  order  to  astonish  us 
poor  natives,  and  to  acquire  for  themselves  the  re- 
putation of  great  statesmen. 

It  is  freely  granted  tJiat  the  farmers,  the  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil,  constitute  the  first,  the  greatest 
and  most  valuable  part  of  our  population.  If  we 
rationally  develope  the  best  and  surest  means  of 
their  permanent  prosperity,  we  shall  have  exhibit- 
ed a system  of  political  economy. 

Ill  Older  to  do  this,  let  us  examine  the  circum- 
stances of  a single  family,  for  what  is  true  of  a fa- 
mily, will  in  principle,  be  true  of  a county — of  & 
state— of  the  United  States.  This  family  shall  be 
as  a fair  average  of  the  whole  nation.  The  proprie- 
tor is  seated  on  209  acres  of  land,  which  he  culti- 
vates:  he  has  a wife  ami  six  ciiiklren,  and  hires  one 
laborer.  In  the  first  place,  we  will  suppose  we 
have  no  manufacturing  establishments,  but  depend, 
lor  our  surplus  Wants,  on  foreign  fabrications:  and 
i:i  makii.g  our  estimate  we  will  avail  ourselves  of 
The  lessons  furnished  by  occuiTcnees  since  ilie  ter- 
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mination  of  the  lete  war.  Having-  no  market,  but 
the  very  small  one  of  a neighboring  village,  for  any 
produce  beyond  the  foreign  demand  (and  this  de- 
mand will  diminish  as  foreign  nations  avail  them- 
selves of,  and  improve,  their  oiun  resources)  our  far- 
mer will  raise  Httle  or  nothing  more  than  the  neces- 
sities of  his  own  farnil}  require,  except  what  he  can 


highways  will  be  infested  with  mendicants  and  rob 
bers:  our  prisons  w ill  be  filled  and  crimes  will  in. 
crease.  These  objects  in  tliC  shape  of  taxes,  chari- 
ties or  in  some  form  or  other,  w’ill  require  at  least 
ten  dollars  of  otir  farmer’s  fifty.  He  has,  then,  re- 
maining but  forty  dollars,  which  he  lays  out  with  the 
merchant,  for  beautiful  and  cheap  foreign  goo  Is, 


sell  to  the  merchant  for  exportation,  which  will  be  These  goods  were  fabricated  from  a raw  material 
little  (if  any)  other  than  wheat,  beef,  pork,  ashes, (sold  originally  by  our  farmers  for  four  dollars. — 

They  come  from  the  foreign  manufacturer  charged 


On  this  sum  is  laid  (at  least  8 per  cent.)  for 
charges  of  importation 


For  duties  (the  national  tax)  25  per  cent. 
For  merchant’s  profit,  less  than  15  per  cent. 


S26 


lumber,  flax-seed,  tobacco,  rice  and  cotton.  More- 
over, we  W’ill  allow’  our  farmer  all  the  advantages  at 
of  the  grand  canal,  w’hich  will,  be  immense,  in  the 
cheapness  of  conveyance  to  and  from  a distant  mar- 
ket; but  w'e  will  not  allow’  him  a continuance  of  the 
advantages  which  this  country  has  enjoyed,  for  ma- 
ny years  past,  from  the  disturbed  stale  of  Europe,  I 
because  the  condition  of  that  portion  of  the  world  1 
has  essentially  changed,  and  is  still  dianging.  We  ’ 
will  suppose  the  village  market  supplies  him  with  ! 
enough  to  repair  accidental  losses,  wear  and  tear 
of  his  utensils,  &c.  and  w’e  cannot  admit  that  it  will  \ four  dollars,  pays  to  government  a tax  of  seven  dol- 
do  more,  for  it  must  be  constantly  kept  in  mind  ' lars:  To  tlie  foreign  manufacturer  and  for  charges 


S40 

Thus  our  farmer,  for  the  article  which  he  sold  for 


that  the  family  we  have  taken  is  nieant  as  an  average 
of  the  whole  agrictiluiral  class  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  where  manufacturing  is  not  supported  vil- 
lages are  small  and  poor. 

The  whole  population  of  the  United  Spates  is  now 
about  9,120,000  souls;  and  the  classification  of  it 
which  is  here  presented,  although  not  pretended 
to  be  mathematically  exact,  it  is  believed  will  be 
found  sufficiently  so,  to  elucidate  fairly  the  princi- 
ple for  which  we  contend.  If  an  error  be  commit- 
ted, we  are  confident  tlie  supfjositiori  is  less  favora- 
ble to  our  argument  than  will  be  the  fact. 

Of  this  whole  population,  we  will  suppose 
1 -12  part  to  be  practical  farmers  760,000 

1-3  women  and  children  capable  of  com- 
mon labor, 

1-8  mechanics  and  tradesmen 
1-12  hired  laborers 
1-16  seamen  and  fishermen 
1-4  children  incapable  of  common  labor 
1-16  lame,  poor,  and  idle  persons 


of  importation,  txventy  eight  dollars^  a sum  which 
goes  out  of  our  country,  never  to  reUim.  This  is 
indeed  a gloomy  picture — but  not  more  gloomy 
than  would  be  found  true,  were  things  settled  in 
their  regular  channels  on  the  ground  of  abandoning 
our  manufacturing  establishments.  We  should  be 
unwise  to  deceive  ourselves,  by  expecting  a per- 
manent market,  for  our  agricultural  productions, 
in  Mexico  and  South  America,  should  they  achieve 
their  independence.  In  that  event,  we  might  in- 
deed share,  with  other  nations,  their  market  for 
manufactures,  but  instead  of  our  customers,  they 
would  be  our  rivals  in  agricidture 

Let  us  now  view  the  other  side  of  the  picture- 
on  the  ground  that  we  sustain  and  effectually  en- 
3,^40,000  i courage  our  manufacturing  establishments;  and 
1,140,000  ! clothe  ourselves  by  the  employment  of  our  own  la- 
760, OOQ  I bor. 

570,000  i The  farmer,  in  this  case,  having  a brisk  market 
2,280,000 ; in  his  own  neighborhood,  wjU  raise  abundance  of 


570,000 articles,  other  than  a foreign  market  would  require 

1 — he  will  at  least  double  his  former  amount — he 

9,120,000 1 will  now  have  for  his  labor  on  his  farm  two  hundred 
We  will  ever,  admit  that  there  can  be  found  a 1 dollars  instead  of  owe.  He  can  now  afford  to  give 
steady  foreign  market  for  the  agricultural  produce  i bis  \a.boi'ev  a hundred  dollars  instead  of  ffty,  A 
of  the  United  States  to  the  value  of  76  millions  of  j great  portion  of  tlie  lame,  poor,  and  (otherwise) 
dollars  annually,  which  certainly  exceeds  what  will ; idle  persons  are  employed  in  our  manufactories,-— 
be  the  fact. — Then,  one  hundred  dollars,  per  an- j Idleness,  crimes,  poor-rates,  and  taxes  diminish— 
sum,  will  be  tlie  share  of  each  farmer — ail  he  can  | he  pays,  on  these  accounts,  but  5 dollars  instead 
receive  for  the  produce  of  his  farm.  Fifty  dollars, ! of  IQ—he  receives  wages  for  one  of  his  small  chiL 
at  least,  of  this  he  must  pay  to  his  laborer,  or  do 
without  one — so  that  there  will  be  no  inducement 
for  the  laborer, 


dren  employed  in  a manufactory.*  His  wife  and 


or  any  one  else,  to  purchase  land  *An  objection  against  employing  children  in  ina-* 
and  become  farmer,  and  the  value  of  land  will  da- } nufactories  is  often  urged,  and  widely  circnlated* 

.-I. _..j  -ij  I 1. ' on  account,  it  is  said,  of  their  demoralizing  ten-» 

dency.  This  objection  is  certainly  founded  in  pre-, 
judice — in  a superficial  view  of  the  subject— ^-aud 
on  candid  investigation,  would  vanish  beforo  the 
light  of  reason,  In  those  countries  where  uMge^ 
are  pressed  down  to  their  minimum,  and  labor 
forced  up  to  its  maximum,  the  objection  may  be 
valid;  but  this  is  a state  of  society  which  I .hope  ia 
very  distant  from  our  happy  laud.  From  my  own 
experience,  I know,  that  a course  of  the  purest* 
moral,  and  religious  instruction  may,  with  great 
faoility,  be  eoimected  with  tliese  estahliahmeats* 
witltQut  preventing  reasonable  pa’ofils;  and,  were 
they  under  the  liberal  patronage  of  govennnent* 
their  internal  economy,  in  this  respect,  might,  if 
necessary,  be  regulated  hy  law\  Thomas 
a worthy  and  conscientious  man»  introduced  into  ^ 
cotton.  ruRuttfitetory,  of  5Q4Q 


crease.  Besides  what  the  wife  and  elder  daughters 
of  our  farnier  can  spin  and  weave — for  we  will  sup- 
pose them  all  very  industrious — He  must  have 
something  a little  smart  to  clothe  his  fkmUy  lor 
high  days  and  holidays,  and  imported  goods,  are 
very  cheap,  he  can  buy  them  (per  yard)  for  25  per 
cent,  less  than  our  domestio  ma,nufacture3,and  when 
he  has  laid  out  all  his  cash,  the  merchant  invites 
him  to  take  more,  the  goods  are  so  handsome  and 
so  cheap,  and  tells  him  he  will  cr^jdit  him  till  next 
crop! — Honest  farmer,  beware,  thou  art  on  the  brink 
of  a precipice! — The  sum  of  50  dollars  must  be  fur- 
ther reduced.  It  may  be  recollected  there  are 
.570,000  lame,  poor  and  idle  persons  to  be  mai.ntain- 
ed,  and  courts  of  justice  and  prisons  to  be  support- 
ed for  punishing  some  of  them;  for  as  marl;ets  fail, 
the  demand  for  labor  will  diminish;  many  will  be- 
idje  for  want  of  employment^  otu*  streets,  and. 
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eldei*  davii^Jiters  still  spin  and  weave  as  before.  It 
s .-idi-nitted  that  he  give.s,  for  the  savne  number  of 
yards  2’5  pel’  cent,  more  for  domestic  goods  than 
lio  did  for  tbreigii;  and  we  will  even  waive  the  ad- 
vantage to  be  derived  from  the  unqtiestionable  su- 
perior strength  and  <lurability  of  our  own  fabrics. 
Instead  of  forty,  he  lays  out  fifty  dollars.  Thus 


prepared,  we  wdl  start  his  annual  account.  He 
receives — 

For  the  produce  of  his  farm,  ^200 

For  the  wages  of  one  of  Ids  smaller  chil- 
dren, at  50  cents  per  week,  26 

^226 

Out  of  this  sum  he  pays — 

'I’he  wages  of  his  laborer,  ^100 

State  taxes,  5 

A tax  to  the  national  government  instead 
©T  the  seven  dollars  duty,  8 

He  lays  out  for  domestic  goods,  50 


^162 

lie  has  then  remaining  a balance  of  ^63 

Should  the  policy  of  improving  our  own  resources 
prevail,  money  will  be  so  plenty  that  the  rate  of 
interest  will  not  be  higher  than  six  per  centum 
per  annum.  With  a clear  annual  income  of  63 
dollars,  our  farmer  can  command  a loan  of  1050 
dollars.  If  lie  invesL  thi.s  sum  in  the  purcliase  of 
more  land,  or  in  any  other  way  so  tfiat  its  profit 
will  pay  its  intere.'it,  he  ean  extinguish  the  princi- 
p.al  in  is  years.  He  may  then  borrow  double  the 
sum,  and,  in  the  same  raaJinerj  extinguish  that  in 
12  years  more;  and  so  on,  doubling  every  12  years. 

We  will  admit  the  profit  of  the  domestic  mer- 
chant  to  be  the  .same  we  have  supposed  that  of  the 
foreign  merchant  to  be,  about  15  per  cent.  Then 
tlie  50  dollars  which  the  farmer  lays  out  in  domes- 
tic goods,  are  distributed  thus — 

For  the  raw  material,  instead  of  four  dollars 
as  supposed  in  the  foreign  fabric,  the  goods 
being  more  substantial,  5 

For  manufachiring,  38.50 

For  merchants’  profits,  6.50 


S50.00 

All  wliich  is  paid  our  country,  and  immediate- 
ly circulates  uniungsl  us. 

Let  us  Gomp.'irethe  tv/o  statements  as  appplied 
to  the  whole  nation 

Manufactures  abandoned.  Manufactures  supported. 

760,000  Javmers  will  1760,000  larniers  will 

raise  ami  seli  sur-  j raise  anri  sell  sur- 

jiius  pioiluee  to  i plus  produce  to 

Ae  value  of  dls.  76,000,000  the  value  of  dls.  152,000,000 
They  receive  for  wa- 
I gos  of  small  chil- 

drea  10,760,000 


171,760,000 


Tliey  pay  in  otir  country. 

To  laborers,  38,000,000 

For-  state  taxes,  poor 

rates,  &c.  7,600,000 

For  duties  or  taxes  to 
the  n<jti«nal  govern- 
ment, 5,320,000 

For  merchants’  profits,  3,800 ,Q00 


The  pay  and  the  whole  amount 
circuiates  in  our  country^ 

To  latiorrrs,  76,000,000 

For  slate  taxes  3,800,000 

For  national  taxes,  in 
lieu  of  duties,  6,080,000 

For  merchanu’  profits,  4,940,000 


54,720,000 

To  foreign  mamifac- 
ttuers  and  for  char- 
^ ges  of  importation, 
all  ivi»idi  goes  out  of 
the  eountry,  21,230,C0r 

Balance  remaining  in 
the.  hands  of  our 
farme-j,  -oo.ooc, oof- 

's^,000,00# 


To  domestic  manufac- 
turers, 33,060,000 


Halance  remaining  in 
ihe  hands  of  our 
farmers  47,880,000 

171,760,000 


Sui'dy,  in  a case  so  plain,  all  comment,  is  super* 
fluous.  The  interest  of  the  farmer  and  mar.ufac* 
turerf  is  a joint  one.  Tlieirs  is  a common  catise; 
nor  Is  the  merchant  excluded.,  except  tlie  exotic^ 
whose  views  and  feelings  are  altogether  foreign 
from  our  country.  Let  us  join,  therefore,  as  a band 
of  brothers,  and  petition  congress — for  this  pur- 
pose, among  others,  we  are  assembled.  To  the  pa- 
triotism and  intelligence  of  congress,  we  may  s afe- 
ly appeal.  It  will  be  sufficient  if  we  bring  the 
subject  simply,  clearly  and  closely  into  their  view. 
Having  petitioned  that  dignified  body  for  relief,  for 
adequate  protection  against  a foreign  interference 
and  competition,  which  threaten,  like  a chilling 
frost,  to  wither  our  energies  in  the  bud,  let  us  do 
our  oxvn  part. 

Let  us,  emulating  the  noble  example  of  our 
brethren  of  Berkshire,  in  Massachu.setts,  form  a 
society,  on  principles  of  nnion^  for  the  promotion 
of  Jlmerican  agrlculiiu’e,  manufactures  and  com- 
merce. Let  us  resedve,  under  a penalty,  to  clothe 
ourselves  from  our  own  looms — to  pay  wages  of 
labor  where  it  may  circulate  in  our  own  country — 
to  give  employment  to  the  lame,  poor  and  (other- 
wise) idle,  and,  by  taking  away  from  vice  every  plea 
of  necessity,  promote  virtue. 


Aid  to  tlie  patriots. 

Our  readers  will  recollect  that  certain  gentlemen^ 
late  British  officers,  supposed  to  be  proceeding 
to  join  the  patriots  on  the  Oronoco,  were  arrest- 
ed at  Philadelphia,  and  committed  to  prison  for 
an  alleged  violatios*  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The-following  petition,  touching  those 
persons,  was  deposited  at  the  coffee  house  and 
other  public  places  in  that  city  for  the  signatures 
of  the  citizens: 

To  the  honorable  Rtchaud  Pirmna,  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States. 

Sm — The  snbsci  ibers  respectfully  request  your 
attention  to  the  case  of  colonel  John  Needham, 


move,  a regular  system  of  literary,  moral,  and  re- 
ligious instruction,  with  tlie  happiest  effects. — 
Under  his  superintendence,  during  .several  years, 
the  institution  was  eminently  prosperous,  even  in 
a pecuniary  point  of  view:  and  a degree  of  sound 
morality  reigned,  far  superior  to  that  exhibited  by 
the  same  individuals  in  any  other  situation.  L B. 

■jit  is  sometimes  urged,  as  an  objection  to  re- 
lieving and  supporting  manufacturers,  that  when 
they  had  the  business  mostly  in  their  own  hands, 
they  took  pnees  for  i|ieir  goods.  'J’his  is  one 
of  those  arguments,  founded  in  prejudice,  which, 
by  proving  too  much,  proves  nothing  It  applies, 
with  equal  force  to  every  business  inhuman  socie- 
ty, where  aperson  sells  the  productions  of  his  labor, 
and  if  it  proves  any  thing,  it  proves  that  all  traffic 
is  founded  in  extortion:  For  the  principle  is  univer- 
sal, that,  when  the  demand  for  any  article  of  trade 
exceeds  the  supply,  prices  rise.  Tlie  profits  of  the 
business  invite  more  and  more  capital  into  it,  until 
the  demand  be  fully  supplied,  and  competition 
brings  down  the  price  to  its  minimum.  The  pro- 
verbially  low  prices  of  goods  ijnj)orted  since  the 
late  war,  arc  an  efleet  cf  the  competition  of  foreign 
manufacturers  with  ours,  feeble  as  they  are.  Suf- 
fer our  establishmcHts  to  fall,  and  prices  will  soon 
rise.  Let  our  manufacturers  be  defended  against 
foreign  competition,  and  the  competition  among 
themselves  will  reduce  prices  lower  than  tliey  c^n 
continue  to  be,  in  any  other  w^y.  I B. 
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captains  Parkins  aad  Ferriar,  lieutenants  SlHrp'.i 
Webster  and  Beisse,  D.'  Fry,  and  sergeant-major! 
Parks,  now  confined  in  the  prison  in  this  city,  under 
an  indie* ment  for  having  violated  a law  of  the  Unit- 
ed StateS;  entitled  “an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,”  passed  Anno  1794. 

If  it  should  appear,  on  the  final  trial  of  their  case 
by  a traverse  jury,  that  they  are  guilty  of  the  crime 
laid  to  their  charge,  the  subscribers  believe  that 
numerous  considerations  force  themselves  on  the 
mind,  to  extenuate  the  offence. 

They  were  entire  strangers  in  this  cotintry  and 
to  its'laws.  Had  they  been  acquainted  with  the  law, 
for  the  infraction  of  vviiich  they  stand  in  their 
present  uncomfortable  situation,  they  might,  and 
it  is  fairly  presumable  they  would,  have  avoided 
the  violation  of  it,  which  %liey  could  easily  have 
done  without  interfering  with  the  ultimate  object  of 
their  expedition. 

The  object  they  have  in  view  mu.st  entitle  them 
to  the  sympliathy  and  tlie  good  wishes  of  every 
friend  of  liberty  That  object  is  no  less  tha*  the 
emancipation  of  a large  and  fair  section  of  the  globe 
— and  a respectable  portion  of  m.ankind,  from  the 
most  galling  yoke,  civil  and  religions,  that  ever 
pressed  on  Sie  shoulders  of  a nation — a portion  of 
the  globe  that  may  hereafter  vie  with  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome  for  heroism  and  ardent  love  of 
liberty;  and  where  indeed,  virtues  have  been  already 
displayed,  that  would  bear  comparison  with  some 
of  the  proudest  traits  in  the  history  of  those  illus- 
trious nations. 

The  subscribers  have  too  much  respect  for  the 
•onstituted  authorities  of  their  country,  to  arraign 
the  motives  or  the  object  of  Uie  legislature  of  the 
United  States,  in  enacting  the  law  under  which 
those  respectable  gentlemen  appear  as  criminals; 
but  they  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of  the 
deepest  regret  and  astonishment,  tJiat  while  power- 
ful armaments  are  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  mo- 
narchical Great  Britain,  in  the  most  open  and  un- 
disguised manner,  to  aid  the  South  American 
patriots,  a similar  proceeding  should  bring  down 
the  vengeance  of  the  law,  in  the  form  of  heavy  and 
ruinous  fines,  and  tedious  imprisonment  in  repub- 
lican America.  In  the  eyes  of  the  world  at  large 
this  must  appear  a wonderful  political  phenomenon. 

We  know  the  limited  nature  of  your  powers  in 
the  law.  We  wish  them  exerted  on  the  side  of  a 
regard  for  the  feelings  and  comforts  of  your  fellow 
men.  We  merely  request,  that  you  will  order 
these  gentlemen  a speedy  trial,  so  tliat,  if  innocent, 
they  may  not  continue  to  suffer  a galling  imprison- 
ment, one  of  the  worst  consequences  of  heinous 
crime,  and  if  unfortunately  they  prove  guilty,  that 
they  may  at  once  know  their  fate,  and  be  relieved 
from  a state  of  goading  suspence. 

This  simple  request  is  made  of  you  in  the  name 
of  tliat  hoji^  cause  for  which  “Hamden  fought, 
Locke  wrote — and  Sydney  bled” — that  holy  cause, 
which,  in  the  fij-e  of  youth,  you  embraced  willi 
patriotic  ardor — that  holy  cause  whose  support 
has  given  immortality  to  Washington,  Warren, 
Green,  Mercer,  Wayne,  Adams,  Franklin,  Ran- 
dolph, Clinton,  and  that  numerous  host  of  warrior^ 
and  sages,  who  shed  a halo  of  glory  round  our  com 
mon  country — that  holy  and  divine  cause,  in  fine, 
which  has  raised  the  United  States  to  the  high  and 
elevated  rank  they  fill,  so  much  to  their  own  hap- 
piness and  the  approbations  of  an  admiring  world. 
PhxUukiphia,  Nov.  12,  18ir, 


Banks  of  Rhode-Island. 

Abstract  of  the  returns  •»/’  the  several  Banks,  made 


the  General  Assemblif,  October  session,  A.  D 1817. 
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Price  of  Stocks,  Bills,  &c. 


BosToir, 
J^ovembev  16. 

N‘;w-YonK, 
JSTovember  21: 

Philadelphia 
JV'overnber  16. 

Baltimore, 
JVovember  15. 

U.  S.  6 per  cents..,.old  and  deferred  . 

lOOi  to  lUl 

par  and  int. 

101 

.....Louisiana  . . . 

101 

101 

: : 

war  loans  - 

lOei  toW6^ 

106  to  106^ 

106^ 

106 

7 per  cents.  . , « . . 

llOi  tollOi 

110 

; : 

3 per  cents.  ..... 

68  t-o  68^ 

70-j  to  71 

70 

: ; 

Bank  of  the  U.  S shares— (100  dollars  paid.) 

: : 

154  to  152 

154 

154 

Hills  on  London- •n'f/T)  . . . . 

1^  to  2 

H 

2 

li  to  2 

I^egislatiire  of  Georgia. 

CO.yVTTfieATTON'S  F1IOM  THE  tATK  GOVKKSTOR  AKT)  THE 

PBESIRKNT  OP  THE  SB'^ATK  TO  THE  EEGISLATUUE. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

■Beini^  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  ag'ent  for  Indian  affairs  fbr  the  Creek  na- 
tion, and  having  determined  to  accept  the  same,  I 
have  this  day  resigned  the  executive  governmeni 
of  the  state  to  the  honorable  William  RabnUt  presi- 
dent of  the  senate.  In  doing  which,  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  and  through  you  my  fellow  citizens  ge- 
nerally, that  in  retiring  from  the  service  of  the 
State,  I shall  carry  with  me  a just  sense  of  the  ob- 
ligation  which  their  long  continued  confi;lence  lias 
laid  me  under,  and  that  my  gratitude  will  be  as  last- 
ing  as  my  life.  In  the  various  and  complicated 
duties,  which  in  the  course  of  my  public  life  I have 
been  called  upon  to  perform,  I cannot  flatter  my- 
self, that  my  conduct  has  been  exempt  from  error, 
but  my  conscience  acquits  me  of  any  intentional 
departure  from  duty.  Devoted  as  I have  been  to 
the  service  of  the  stale,  and  still  ardently  desiring 
to  see  her  prosperous  and  happy,  it  is  a reflection 
which  gives  me  much  pleasure,  that  the  duties  of 
the  appointment  1 am  about  to  enter  upon,  are  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  state, 
tha,t  by  a faithful  discharge  of  the  one,  the  other  will 
be  promoted.  And  I embrace  the  present  occasion 
as  a f\t  one,  to  observe,  that  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernmentof  the  United  States,  with  regard  to  the 
various  Indian  tribes  within  their  boundary,  having 
for  its  primary  object  the  humane  and  henevolent 
purpose  of  melioriting  their  condition,  and  if  possi 
ble  redeeming  them  from  k savage  to  civilised  life, 
much  of  the  s\iccess  which  ought  to  be  the  result 
of  this  policy,  will  depend  upon  the  zeal  a.nd  ability 
with  which  it  is  executed.  In  contemplating  the  si- 
tuation of  the  Creek  Indisjns  of  the  present  day,  resi- 
ding within  our  limits,  I think  it  will  be  generally 
admitted,  that  their  attachment  and  adherence  to 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  which  not  only  involved  them  in  all  the 
horrors  of  civil  war,  but  caused  them  the  loss  of 
nearly  all  their  hunting  grounc\s,  entitle  them  to  our 
protection  and  regard;  and  to  a full  share  of  the  be- 
nefits resulting  from  ibe  benevclent  policy  of  our 
government.  From  these  considerations,  and  with 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  will  not  be  expected 
that  the  execution  of  the  laws  ri^'giHating  the  inter- 
covirse  with  those  Indians  shouklj  be  relaxed;  so  far 
at  least  as  regards  the  agency  to  which  I have  been 
appointed,  it  will  be  understood,  t;hat  no  intercourse 
wit!i  them,  which  is  forbidden  ^.y  law,  or'whic;. 
may  have  a tendency  to  defeat  or>\retard  their  im- 
provement in  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  will  be  tole- 
rated. At  he  same  time,  for  every  legal  object  an 
honest  pursuit,  every  facility  in  my\power  will  be 
afforded. 


The  objects  which  claimed  immediate  executive 
attention  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  legisla- 
ture, have  been  disposed  of  They  were  such  gene- 
rally as  depended  upon,  or  grew  out  of,  some  legis- 
iativ'e  act  of  that  session,  and  need  not  now  be  par- 
ticularly detailed. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that  the 
state  of  our  finances  is  prosperous  and  competent, 
not  only  to  support  the  annual  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  government,  but  to  effect  many  objects  of 
public  utility. 

Permit  me  to  recommend,  that  an  additional  sum 
be  invested  in  bank  stock.  The  collection  of  the  re- 
venue arising  from  funds  of  this  description  is  both 
safe  and  easy,  whilst  that  arising  from  taxation  is 
attended  with  considerabe  expense  and  loss— 
liy  recommending  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  I 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  as  being  of  opinion 
• hat  the  present  taxes  ought  to  be  repealed;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  my  decided  opinion,  that  they  ougltt 
be  continued,  because  the  citizen  is  better  able  in 
time  of  profound  peace,  and  particularly  under  the 
present  imparaileled  prosperity  of  the  country,  to 
pay  a tax,  than  in  time  of  war;  we  have  recent  ex- 
perience upon  this  subject,  which  I hope  we  shall 
profit  by.  It  is  the  surplus  of  your  annual  revenue, 
or  sums  whicli  may  be  paid  to  the  state  by  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  I propose  should  be  invested  in 
bank  stock. 

In  thus  addressing  you,  probably  for  the  last  time 
in  my  life,  permit  me  to  assure  you  of  my  unaltera- 
ble attachment  to  the  state,  in  whose  service  I have 
spent  twenty  five  years  of  the  prime  of  my  life,  and 
of  my  affectionate  solicitude  for  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  her  citizens. 

D B.  MITCHELL. 
State-house f Ath  JHarch^  18X7. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Executive  depurtmenty  Georgia, 
MiUedgevilley^dJ^ovembery  1817. 
Fellow-citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

The  late  governor  Mitchell  having  accepted  the 
appointment  of  agent  to  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians, 
which  had  been  conferred  on  him  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States  during  the  last  winter,  did  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  resign  the  office  of 
governor  of  this  state  into  my  hands  as  president 
of  the  senate.  My  proclamation,  announcing  the 
event  and  assuming  the  duties,  was  issued  on  hat 
lay.  1 was  theremre  unexpectedly,  and  after  a 
short  notice  called  from  my  dome.stic  fireside  to 
•discharge  the  functions  of  this  all  important  station. 
Had  not  the  constitution  imperiously  enjoined  the 
perilous  task  upon  me  alone,  the  good  sense  of  the 
community  Would  no  doubt  have  justified  the  want 
of  experience  and  a move  enlarged  capacity,  as  a suffi- 
cient plea  for  me  to  have  declined  the  arduous  trtuito 
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Un^Ie"  these  circumstances,  I commenced  the  du- 
ties of  the  office,  relyinef  on  the  liberality  of  my 
f*^  I low  citizens,  for  a g'enerous  allowance  of  any  er- 
rors I might  commit  in  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February  last,  the 
late  governor  having  been  notified  by  ihe  commis- 
sioners of  the  penitentiary,  that  the  building  was 
in  a stace  of  readiness  to  receive  convicts,  issued 
his  proclamation,  announcing  the  same,  and  declar 
ing  the  “act  to  reform  the  penal  code  of  this  state, 
and  to  adapt  the  same  to  the  penitentiary  system,** 
to  be  in  force;  immediately  therefore,  after  I came 
into  office,  1 summoned  the  board  of  inspectors,  and 
proceeded  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
ca-ry  the  design  of  the  legislature  into  operation, 
by  appointing  the  officers  designated  by  law,  and 
directed  that  a guard  should  be  enlisted  without 
delay.  In  a short  time  after,  the  institution  was 
completely  organized.  Convicts  began,  and  have 
continued  to  arrive  from  several  of  the  counties, 
charged  with  various  crimes,  and  sentenced  by  the 
courts  to  undergo  different  periods  of  confinement 
and  labor.  These  have  been  employed  by  the 
keeper,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  inspec- 
tors, in  various  sorts  of  labor — such  as  were  deemed 
most  expedient  under  existing  circumstances.  The 
completion  of  the  building,  work  shops,  &c.  not 
withstanding  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the 
commissioners,  has  been  greatly  retarded  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  seasons,  and  has  rendered  it  ve- 
ry inconveient,and  frequently  hazardous,  to  employ 
them  as  advantageously  as  they  might  otherwise 
have  been. 

The  act  of  last  session,  entitled  “an  act  to  carry 
into  effect  the  penal  code  of  this  state,  and  the 
penitentiary  system  founded  thereon,**  has  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  pay  all  the  inciden- 
tal expenses  that  might  be  necessarily  incurred  in 
carrying  the  system  into  complete  operation,  but 
no  funds  was  set  apart  on  which  he  was  authorized 
to  draw.  The  contingent  fund  being  unable  to 
sustain  these  and  the  usual  demands  that  are  made 
on  it,  I determined  to  issue  my  warrants  on  the 
treasury  to  meet  these  expenses,  chargeable  to 
the  fund  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  complet 
ing  the  building.  Whether  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  was  justifiable  or  not,  your  wisdom  will 
determine.  'J'he  progress  of  this  infant  establish 
ment,  has  already  excited  considerable  feeling 
throughout  the  state.  Its  numerous  friends  have 
bailed  it  as  the  harbinger  of  order  and  peace,  and 
as  a place  of  deposite  for  the  lawless  and  disobedi- 
ent; while  its  enemies  have  viewed  its  approaches 
with  extreme  regret;  Many,  it  is  understood, 
have  already  removed  without  the  limits  of  the 
state,  and  others  have  avowed  their  intention  of 
pursuing  the  same  course  for  the  purpose  of  ob 
taining  a situation  beyond  the  reach  of  its  grasp.— 
From  the  experiments  already  made,  I am  per- 
suaded that,  though  considerable  expense  has,  and 
will  for  some  time,  attend  this  institution,  yet  un- 
der proper  management,  and  the  experience, 
which  time  will  naturally  aftbrd,  it  will  ere  long 
become  a formidable  engine,  in  the  hands  of  a well 
regulated  go veni ment,  for  the  suppression  of  vice 
and  the  encouragement  of  virtue. 

For  a considerable  time  before  and  since  I came 
into  office,  the  Indians  bordering  on  our  south- 
western frontiers  have  manifested  a hostile  dispo 
sition,  by  embodying  themselves,  plundering  from 
the  citizens  of  Camden  coimty  several  hundred 
head  of  cattle,  and  on  the  24th  day  of  February 


las< , a party  made  their  appearance  near  Clack’s 
mills,  on  the  St.  .VIary*s,  and  wantonly  murdered  a 
woman  and  her  t'vo  children,  set  their  dwelling 
house  on  fire  and  effected  iheir  escape  with  impu- 
nity. This  distressing  intelligence  was  immedi- 
ately communicated  to  this  department  by  m.ijoi* 
general  Floyd,  and  several  other  gentlemen  of  that 
neighborhood.  Without  delay  I transmitted  an  ac- 
count of  the  same  to  the  war  department,  and 
earnestly  pressed  the  necessity  of  an  adequate 
force  being  placed  on  that  exposed  frontier  by  the 
general  government,  in  order  that  protection  miglit 
be  afforded  to  the  defenceless  inhabitants  who 
were  then  flying  from  their  homes.  I also  instruct- 
ed major-general  Floyd  to  order  from  his  division 
a sufficient  force  to  repel  those  lawless  intruders, 
and  to  inflict  suitable  chastisement  on  them  when- 
ever they  might  be  found  on  our  borders,  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  general  government  should  be 
known.  The  acting  secretary  of  war,  in  reply  to 
my  letter,  observed,  that  the  subject  was  referred 
to  major  general  Jackson,  and  that  the  necessai’y 
protection  might  be  expected;  but,  unfortunately 
for  us,  it  has  not  been  afforded.  We  have  therefore 
been  under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a detacli- 
ment  of  our  militia,  on  the  frontier  of  Camden 
county,  for  several  months  past,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  major  Bailey  of  that  county.  Some  time  in 
the  month  of  May,  while  the  major  and  his  parly 
was  pursuing  a large  number  of  cattle,  whicli  had 
been  driven  off,  they  fell  in  with  two  companies  of 
Indians,  and  attacked  them  with  great  bravery, 
killed  several,  wounded  others,  ptit  them  to  flight 
and  returned  without  sustaining  any  loss.  Since 
that  period,  I have  not  received  information  of  any 
damage  done  in  that  quarter  by  the  Indians. 

Oil  the  8th  of  September,  I received  a commu- 
nication from  major-general  Gaines,  dated  at  fort 
Montgomery  on  the  20th  July,  calling  for  two  bat- 
talions of  our  militia,  to  be  held  in  readiness,  lo 
assist  him  in  reducing  the  Lower  Creek  or  Seminole 
tribe  to  order.  I immediately  caused  the  requisi- 
tion to  be  complied  with,  and  the  two  battalions 
have  been  detailed  and  organized,  and  are  now 
waiting  further  orders. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  I was  notified  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  had  issued  a warrant  on  the 
treasurer,  in  favor  of  the  governor  of  Georgia,  for 
the  sum  of  three  liundred  and  seventy  five  iliou- 
sand  dollars,  in  part  payment  of  our  western  lands, 
which  had  been  ceded  to  the  general  government; 
and  about  the  same  time  the  treasurer  enclosed 
to  me  drafts  on  the  Planters*  bank  of  this 
and  the  Uink  of  New  York,  for  that  sum.  Tnese 
I deposited  in  our  state  bank  for  collection,  which 
enabled  us  to  pay  the  amount  of  our  subscription 
then  due  to  that  bank,  and  left  a considerable  ba- 
lance which  was  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  stale, 
subject  to  future  appropriation.  I also  received 
liirough  Mr.  Crawford,  the  award  and  decree  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
congress,  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  clai.m- 
ants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  a 
transfer  of  tlie  monies  wiiich  remained  in  our  t;-ea- 
sury,  commonly  called  the  Yazoo  deposite,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  fifteen  tlollars,  ninety-four  and  a half 
cents,  in  part  payment  of  tlieone  million  two  liun- 
ilred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  to  be 
paid  by  llie  articles  of  agreen»ent  and  cession  be- 
•wceu  the  United  Stales  and  the  state  of  Georgia. 
In  the  decree  of  the  coinmissmners  before  meir-ihu 
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ed  the  interest,  if  any,  which  may  have  accrued 
on  the  foreg-oing  amount,  is  claimed  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States.  In  a correspondence  between 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  myself,  on  the 
subject,  I have  denied  that  any  interest  has  ac- 
crued to  the  United  States. 

In  the  act  to  appropriate  monies  for  the  political 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  it  will  be 
recollected,  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
was  set  apart,  under  the  direction  of  the  governor, 
to  be  equally  divided  between  all  the  widows  and 
children,  say  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age, 
of  those  citizens  of  the  state  who  were  killed  or 
died  in  the  service  of  this  state,  or  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Great  Britain  and  the  Creek  Indians; 
with  a proviso,  that  no  more  than  ten  dollars 
should  be  given  to  any  one  individual.  The  time 
limited  by  law  for  applications  to  be  made,  was  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  May  last,  and  for  want  of 
information  of  the  existence  of  the  fact,  a large 
portion  of  that  unfortunate  class  were  deprived  of 
the  benefit  intended  by  tlie  legislature;  I therefore 
thought  proper  to  extend  the  time,  by  an  execu- 
tive order,  to  the  first  of  September;  during  which 
period,  the  most  of  those  interested,  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity,  and  brought  in 
their  claims,  which  have  been  paid  off,  leaving  a 
considerable  balance  subject  to  your  direction. 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  having  been  so 
frequently  called  to  the  subject  of  improvement  in 
our  navigable  water  courses,  our  public  highways, 
and  affording  assistance  to  our  infaut  seminaries  of 
learning,  by  my  predecessors  in  office,  I should 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  at  this  time, 
were  I not  fully  persuaded,  that  all  the  means 
which  may  be  requisite  to  the  accomplishment  of 
objects  so  much  to  be  desired,  are  now  completely 
within  your  power.  Our  funds  are  ample  aitd  abun- 
dant. Many  of  our  sister  states  are  vicing  with 
each  other  in  improvments  of  this  description,  and 
are  now  sharing  the  happy  results  of  their  enter- 
prizing  spirit.  And  shall  we  so  far  forget  our  own 
interest  as  to  neglect  these  laudablgpursuits,  while 
we  enjoy  a state  of  peace  and  unparalleled  prospe- 
riiy?  i Itope  not.  Indeed  I am  fully  persuaded  that 
a move  favorable  opportunity  to  commence  internal 
improvments  upon  an  extensive  scale,  can  hardly 
be  e.'ipected.  Their  importance  in  a free  country, 
must  be  evident  to  every  thinking  person  in  the 
community,  and  will  unquestionably  command  the 
early  and  prompt  attention  of  an  enlightened  and 
pjtriotic  legislature. 

The  accompanying  documents,  relative  to  the 
subjects  metioned  in  tl»is  communication,  together 
with  a statement  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  trea- 
gurer  during  the  political  year  now  past,  and  a list 
of  executive  appointments,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  ninth  section  of  the  second  arti^cle  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  state,  are  herewith  submitted  for 
your  consideration. 

These  are  the  most  important  subjects  which 
kive  been  acted  on  during  the  year  past;  there  are 
sundry  others  of  less  importance  which  will  re- 
quire your  attention  during  the  session. 

In  the  eonclusion  of  this  address,  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  that  I feel  gratified  in  believing,  that 
whatever  may  promote  the  honor  and  interest  of  our 
beloved  country,  will  command  your  serious  and 
constant  attention;  and  that  union  and  harmony 
may  prevail  in  your  councils,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
devoted  fellow-citizen, 

WILLIAM  RABUN. 


Connecticut. 

FROXC  THE  COLCMBIAH  (cOITXECTICCT)  KEOISTER. 

Address  of  the  republican  members  of  assembly  to 
their  constituents. 

To  the  friends  of  toleration  and  reform  in  Connecticut- 

From  those  to  whom  you  have  entrusted  (he 
power  of  legislation,  sentiments  on  subjects  relat- 
ing to  the  common  welfare  will  be  favorably  receiv- 
ed. We  can  hardly  hope  ever  to  congratulate  you 
on  an  event  more  auspicious,  or  on  one  in  which 
that  welfare  is  more  concerned.  You  have  taught 
a lesson,  for  which  posterity  will  bless  you,  that 
the  power  and  the  will  to  reform  mischiefs  in  men 
or  measures,  dwells  in  the  people  of  this  repiiblic, 
and  that  no  law  of  the  commonwealth  is  equal  to 
their  safety. 

Long  and  arduous  as  has  been  the  conflict,  w’e 
may  now  hail  the  hour  when  those  principles 
‘‘which  illustrious  men”  held  sacred,  and  for  the 
“security  of  which  they  devised  a model,**  will  be 
again  embodied  in  eur  government,  and  exemplifi- 
ed in  its  administration.  The  wisdom  and  perse- 
verance which  have  acquired  the  victory,  will  not 
be  tarnished  by  an  abuse  of  its  blessings. 

On  this  spot  should  w.e  pause  and  review  the  state 
of  public  opinion.  Correct  and  enlightened  on  the 
great  concerns  of  the  community,  it  only  needs  to 
be  crowned  by  a “spirit  of  conciliation  and  good 
will  towards  each  other,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
state.** 

We  invite  you  to  a task  easy  to  men  of  correct  and 
independent  minds.  It  will  prove  the  source  of  the 
reform  to  be  pure,  and  its  ends  benevolent;  and  that 
while  you  have  borne  wrongs  with  composure,  you 
can  look  down  on  the  vanqubhed,  without  reproach-^ 
ing  him  in  his  fall. 

True  to  the  tolerant  spirit,  which  breathes 
through  all  the  elementary  institutions  of  our  nation 
and  state,  and  which  now  ratifies  our  peace  and 
tranquility;  we  should  beware  of  imposing  on 
others  a measure,  against  which  we  have  success- 
fully contended.  To  fortify  the  title,  and  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  an  inheritance,  once  more  recovered 
without  convulsion,  should  now  be  the  study  of  the 
people  of  this  state.  It  is  for  you  to  enquire 
in  what  manner  the  blessings  of  good  govern- 
ment and  wholesome  laws'  can  best  be  secured 
and  perpetuated.  High  advantages  are  possessed 
by  you  for  devising  the  means  of  their  security. 
The  theories,  and  the  practical  evils  incident  to 
many  institutions  are  before  you  for  the  guide  of 
your  enquiries.  The  merits  of  many  forms,  adapted 
some  to  a larger,  and  others  to  a less  extensive 
population,  and  diverse  conditions  of  society,  ten- 
der to  you  great  facilities,  in  case  you  take  up  the 
subject.  To  frame  a constitution,  is  a matter  of 
immense  weight.  Its  considerations  should  be  ma- 
ture and  dispassionate.  You  are  the  origin  and  foun- 
tain of  power.  The  time  and  manner  in  which  it 
shall  be  brought  into  action,  are  yours  also.  If  in 
“adjusting**  the  important  rights  and  duties  of  the 
state,  “by  the  aid  of  mutual  consultations  and 
friendly  advice,  you  adapt  the  changes  you  make 
to  the  age  in  which  you  live,*’  the  honor  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  republic  will  be  promoted,  and  the 
veneration  of  posterity  insured. 

A constitution  grounded  on  the  best  principles, 
will  be  the  result  of  your  best  efforts. 

Little  could  it  be  reasonably  expected,  that  the 
reform  so  nobly  effected  at  the  last  election,  could 
have  done  more  than  it  lias  done.  Its  progress,  to 
be  sure  and  stedfast,  must  be  gradual.  Iis  roots, 
like  those  of  the  oak,  will  then  str&e  deep,  bind 
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the  soil  which  they  penetrate,  and  its  brandies 
breast  the  lowering-  tempest. 

Tlie  immense  objects  of  equalizing  taxation;  se- 
curing the  freedom  of  elections;  removing  the  bur- 
dens incident  to  military  da  y;  witli  other  weighty 
concei-ns  for  your  interest,  liave  engaged  our  assi- 
duous and  incessant  attention.  For  reason.s  known 
to  yourselves,  little  has  been  tlioroughly  elfecled. 

Hut  the  palladium  is  still  safe,  and  we  shall  hand 
back  lO  you  the  sacred  deposi  e.  Soon,w'e  trust,  unin- 
iiuence  J by  fear  or  favor,  you  will  exercise  your  an 
cient  privilege^;,  and  a concise  and  plain  provision  of 
law  secure  their  stability. 

As  friends,  whose  interests  are  precisely  like 
yours, we  counsel  you  to  be  watcliful.  Those  from 
whom  your  confidence  is  tvithdrawm,  have  tlieir 
eyes  still  upon  you  Tliey  are  foiled,  buJ;^nQt  ex- 
pelled. I’hey  have  retired  to  a point,  shortly  dis- 
I tant,  to  rally  their  torces  anew.  All  the  skill  and 
j vigor  which  veteran  troops  can  unite,  will  ass-ail  you 
I on  the  -spring  campaign.  If  you  sleep  on  your  post, 

I be  assured  your  camp  will  be  cutup,  and'the  siden- 
I did  victory  w'bich  now  gladdens  your  hearts,  will  be 
%0S- — IlinETRIliVABLy  lost. 

He  vigil-ant,  be  firm,  be  persevering  yet  a little 
longer,  and  your  sons  shall  ^^Sheak  with  the  enemi/ 
in  the  gate.  You  shall  sit  nn dev  your  own  vine  and 
Jig  tree,  and  none  shall  molest  or  make  you  afraid'' 
Signed  by  order, 

I -MOSBS  W\RREN,  Chairman. 


British  Maritime  Law. 

We  have  already  called  t!ie  attfnlion  of  our  readcr.s 
to  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  British  in  re- 
spect to  certain  Tunisian  vessels,  that  had  appear- 
ed on  their  co.ast  The  rule  is  important,  and 
completely  at  variance  with  the  whole  conduct 
of  the  British  themselves  in  respect  to  other  na- 
tions, aod  especially  so  of  their  usage  towards 
the  United  Slates,  for  many  years  preceding  the  I 
late  war.  Hence  it  is  important  that  this  British 
principle,  z/i  regard  to  themselves,  should  be  well 
understood,  for  future  guidance. 

FROM  rUE  .nADHIl)  GAZETTF.. 

Tunis,  July  26. — The  Tunisian  sloop  of war  com- 
! mantled  by  the  admiral  of  this  regency,  .\lusUpha 
Bias,  which  went  a cruising  on  the  IGeh  of  March 
last,  with  another  sloop  and  a schooner,  came  back 
on  the  13th  inst.  having-  presumed  to  push  as  far  as 
the  Categat,  and  to  capture  on  her  return  two 
Hamburg  ships  within  a sliort  distance  of  the  Bri- 
tisli  coast.  The  nv-ts'cers  and  six  men  of  their  crews, 
whom  Mustapha  Rias  kepi  on  Imard  his  sloop  as  pri- 
, soners  of  war,  were  immediately  confined,  by  the 
bashaw’s  order,  in  the  citadel  of  the  city,  called 
Gaspa,  where  tliey  remain  altogether  wretched  and 
forlorn. 

On  the  22d  and  24th  inst.  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
brig  Statellite,  and  frigate  Myemdon,  from  Palermo 
^nd  Malta,  successively’  came  in  with  despatches 
for  the  consul.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  25th,  the 
captain  of  the  frigate  waited  upon  the  bashaw,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  prince  regent,  claimed  the  Ham- 
burg prisoners  (the  ship  liaving  been  recaptured. 

Without  the  straits  by  the  English  frigate  ,) 

iipon  the  ground,  UiUt  they  had  been  taken  within 
tight  of  the  Idritish  coast,  and,  at  the  same  time,  culled 
upon  him  to  direct  his  corsairs  henceforth  to  abstain. 
Wee  the  Jllgerines,  from  cruising  in  those  waters. 

Unawed  by  these  demands,  the  bashaw  answered 
the  British  consul,  that,  with  respect  to  the  Ham- 
burg prisoners,  he  would  not  release  them  until  af- 
ttr  the  arrival  of  the  ships  captured  by  his  cruisers, 


and  unjustly  detained  by  the  B:-llis  govcn.nif-nl; 
and  tlut,  as  to  the  limits  wliirh  it  warn  ed  to  is- 1 to 
hi.-^  corsairs,  they  had  never  crui.sed  wlibin  siglil  of 
the  British  isles,  and  that,  therefore,  the  injunction 
was  useless — an  evasive  answer  which  cloaks  his  sk 
ni.s'er  l.ntentions. 

The  British  consul,  seeing  the  imnossibility  of 
prevailing  upon  the  basluaw  to  comply  with  the 
prince  regent’s  wishes,  called  for  an  osiensive  and 
c tagoric  1 note  v uch  H.  E.  im  nedi.itely  ga  e 
him;  and  the  consul  delivered  it  to  the  coTimaO* 
duiP  of  the  frigate,  which  directly  sailed  f r Malta. 

.lifgust  4. — The  day  before  yesterday  came  inil'e 
Other  Tunisian  sloop  of  war,  commanded  by  M tho- 
met  Laz,  which  captured,  o.i  the  coast  of  Horlugal, 
a Hamburg  vessel,  laden  with  wine  and  cork.  Se- 
ven  unfortunate  Hatr. burghers,  detained  on  board 
the  sloop  as  prisoner.s,  have  sliared  the  fate  of  their 
countrymen,  and  been  shut  up  in  the  di-mantled 
castle  of  Gaspa,  exposed  to  great  hurdsliips  Fcr- 
tunatcly  for  them,  the  Danish  consul  here  has  re- 
ceived orders  from  his  court  to  supply  all  their 
wants,  by  which  means  their  situation  is  somewhat 
improved. 


Foreign  Articles. 

FCriOl'E,  GENERALLT. 

A Paris  paper  of  Oct  says — Tlie  number  of  troops 
of  permanent  armies,  have  never  been  so  considera- 
ble in  a time  of  peace  as  at  the  pi-esent.  Vet  the 
arts  of  peace  are  more  cultivated  than  -ever.  MMiat 
danger  could  beapprehended  if  a part  of  the  men 
who  con.sume  without  producing,  v.  ere  restored  to 
agriculture,  to  manufactures,  8cc. 

The  regards  of  Europe  are  turned  towards  the 
.Spanish  colonies.  Men  recruit  for  the  insurgents, 
in  London,  although  the  editors  write  against  them. 
They  recruit  also  for  them  in  the  United  St.ites. 

I The  progressive  growth  rf  the  last  mentioned  nation, 
continues  at  a pace  which  defies  all  calcvlalion. 

The  emperor  of  Aus«ria  hxs  adopted  conscrlp. 
tions  to  fill  bis  regiments  ir.  Italy.  This  system 
has  been  much  abused;  but  its  abuse  should  not 
cati.se  wh.at  is  good  to  be  rejected  Of  all  modes  of 
recruiting,  conscription  is  that  which  appears  best 
1 adapted  to  the  actual  state  of  society.  It  is  the  means 
I of  forming  invincible  armie.s  for  the  defence  of 
j states  and  does  honor  lo  the  profession  of  arms! 
j European  liberty.  Extract  of  a letter,  dated  Hnnu 
burgh,  ^iug.  6,  1817.  ‘'We  left  Cape  llenry,  June 
27,  and  arrived  at  Bremen,  July  26.  Immedi-ately 
after  our  arrival  at  Bremen,  we  hud  to  take  pass- 
ports to  permit  us  to  proceed  to  ibis  place. 

“You  CHunot  reconcile  yourself  lo  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  this  cour.try  these  few 
years  past.  Germany  now  appears  to  me  as  strange 
as  the  U.  S.  did  when  I first  v'.sited  that  hi  ppy 
I country.  All  the  regul.ations  of  the  French 
: were  a burthen  to  the pcople\\A\&  been  retained — par- 
I ticwlai-ly  the  military  system  and  the  alien  oflSce. 
j “1  could  not  get  a pass  on  the  certificate  of  the 
j American  consul,  but  had  to  get  other  security  — 

1 when  I received  a permission  for  one  month,  and 
] it  was  Understood  Uiat  if  I remained  above  a month, 
that  I would  be  obliged  to  become  a citizen  and  do 
I military  duty.  1 nad  to  go  into  Denmark,  where 
I my  pass  from  Bremen  was  of  no  avail.  1 had  lo 
get  a Danish  pass — so  again  a Prussian  when  go- 
ing to  Benin.  These  expenses  and  vexations  are 
numerous,  for  at  every  g.arrison  it  is  ‘o  be  co’anter- 
signed;  the  .same  is  tlie  case  u ith  the  military. — 
Ail  persons  from  13  to  45  have  to  do  duty,  .and 
nobody  is  admitted  a ciiizen,  unless  he  is  first  jnud'e 
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perfect  as  a soldier.  It  is  believed  here  that  En- 
gland favors  the  Barbary  powers  to  enter  the  North 
Sea,  and  to  take  our  vessels,  to  prevent  our  trad- 
ing to  the  Mediterranean.” 

EiroLAKn,  &c. 

It  is  calculated  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Water- 
loo bridge,  lately  erected  in  England,  across  the 
Thames,  that  the  tolls  will  amount  to  upwards  of 
^200, 000  per  annum. 

Poor  Aggregate  statement  of  all  monies 

raised  by  the  poor’s  rates,  &c.  and  of  monies  ex- 
pended for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  England 
and  Wales,  in  the  year  ending  25th  March,  1817: 
Total  Raised.  Total  Experided 

England  Z6,789,262,  11  4 3 4 Z4, 858, 160  17  0 

Wales—  279,626,  10  8 1-2  213,867  17  9 


Z7.068,999  22  1-2  Z5,072,028  14  9 

J.  H.  ADDINGTON,  under  secretary  of  state. 

FBANCn. 

The  French  papers  are  filled  with  the  trials  of 
persons  concerned  in  an  extensive  plot  under  the 
insignia  of  VEpingle  noir  (the  black  pin).  ^ They 
were  prosecuted  under  the  idea  that  their  obj  ect  was 
the  expulsion  of  the  Bourbons;  but,  it  seems,  they 
only  desired  to  drive  out  the  allied  troops.  The 
king’s  advocate  stated  that  they  amounted  to 
80,000  men.  They  were  defended  in  the  court 
with  so  much  boldness,  as  to  excite  the  threats  of 
the  attorney -general;  but  were  declared  not  guilty, 
by  the  jury.  When  the  verdict  was  pronounced 
much  approbation  was  expressed  in  the  court. 

At  Toulouse,  a person  had  been  condemned  to 
three  months  imprisonment  and  a fine,  for  having 
traced  on  the  sand  the  figure  of  an  eagle! 

Gen.  Vaiix  blew  out  his  brains  at  Dijon,  on  the 
24th  Sept.  Cause  not  stated. 

A Paris  article  of  4th  Oct.  says— “From  a state- 
ment  of  commerce  of  France  during  the  year  1816, 
it  appears,  that  the  importations  of  Dunkirk,  Cher- 
bourg, Havre,  Brest,  L’Orient,  Rochefort  and  Tou- 
lon, amounted  to  42,151,511  francs,  and  the  exports 
to  20,104,126,  the  balance  in  favor  of  importalions, 
20,046,535. 

Dresden,  Sep.  19.  The  I7th  of  this  month  we 
saw  arrive  here,  about  twenty  men  of  the  old  body 
guards,  who  in  the  campaign  of  1812,  had  been 
made  prisoners  of  war  in  Russia,  and  were  detained 
there  till  the  present  time. 

SPAIX. 

A letter  from  a young  American,  dated  at  Va- 
lencia, in  Spain,  says  that,  attracted  by  the  word 
“Washington,”  in  the  play  bills,  he  attended  the 
theatre,  and  witnessed  a comedy  truly  American. 
The  plot  is  taken  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
General’s  threatening  retaliation  on  his  British 
prisoners,  which  deterred  the  British  commander 
from  inflicting  death  on  a number  of  American 
officers,  prisoners  of  war.  The  play  was  well  v/rit 
ten,  and  excellently  performed.  During  the  per- 
formance, an  illumination  scene  took  place,  and  in 
the  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  stage  appeared, 
in  large  transparent  letters,  *Vive  IVaskington' ! 

The  play  was  repeated  three  nights— and  the 
writer  says  that  he  had  never  seen  any  thing  so 
complimentary  to  the  general’s  memory  on  our 


own  stage. 


NETHF.RI.ANDS. 

A new  palace  is  to  be  built  for  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands  at  Brussels— estimated  expense,  be- 


tween 3 and  4 millions  of  florins. 

Of  13,544  births  in  North  Holland,  during  the 
y«ar  1816,  1368  were  illegitimate. 


OERMANT. 

The  Democratic  Press  of  the  2lst  inst.  says — Our 
readers  are  aware  that  in  the  Diet  assembled  at 
Frankfort,  on  the  Maine,  are  represented  not  only 
the  powerful,  but  the  petty  potentates  of  Germany. 
Their  deliberations  involve  the  best  interests  of 
Germany,  and  engage  the  serious  attention  of  all 
Europe.  We  have  heard,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  that  the  Diet  some  time  since  appointed 
a person  to  come  to  the  United  States,  whose  in- 
structions are  to  travel  through  the  Union,  and 
make  enquiry,  from  every  person  and  authority, 
within  his  reach,  as  to  the  reception  and  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  emigrants  from  Germany,  their 
situation  generally  through  the  Union,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  several  states.  This  representative 
of  the  German  Diet,  is  Baron  Von  Gagern,  whose 
brother  is  an  influential  member  of  the  Diet,  where 
he  represents  the  king  of  tlie  Netherlands.  Baron 
Von  Gagern  arrived  in  Philadelphia  about  three 
weeks  since,  and  is  gone  on  to  the  city  of  Washing, 
ton.  This  notification  is  deemed  of  some  impor- 
tance, as  upon  the  report  of  M.  Von  Gagern,  will 
not  only  depend  the  measures  which  shall  be  adop- 
ted by  the  Diet,  but  greatly  influence  the  opinions 
and  conduct  of  the  German  people  towards  this 
country. 

PRUSSIA. 

A Berlin  article  of  Sept.  23,  states  that  after  long 
discussions,  it  has  been  determined  by  the  govern- 
ment to  impose  a duty  of  30  per  cent,  on  all  British 
manufactures,  imported  into  the  Prussian  states. 

BFACK  SEA. 

The  Spanish  and.  Neapolitan  governments,  as  well 
as  Sweden  and  Sardinia,  have  solicited  of  the  Porte 
the  liberty  of  navigating  the  Black  sea.  It  is  said 
that  the  Turkish  government  demands  a very  high 
compensation  for  the  privilege.  The  conferences 
with  Baron  Strogonoff,  the  Russian  minister,  rela- 
tive to,  boundaries,  were  still  going  on. 

RUSSIA. 

Gen.deTuyll  de  Servanskerken,  has  been  nam- 
ed as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Daschkoff,  as  minister 
near  the  United  States — and  was  expected  soon  to 
set  out  on  his  mission. 

The  emperor  has  started  on  his  tour  through  his 
empire. 

Petersburg,  Sept.  17-  A deputation  from  the 
nobles  of  Courland,  has  presented  a resolution  for 
the  abolition  of  personal  servitude  among  the 
peasants  of  that  province,  for  which  they  have  re- 
quested the  confirmation  of  the  emperor. 

'J^he  nobles  of  Esthonia  were  amongst  the  first 
of  those  of  the  empire,  who  had  given  last  year 
the  noble  example  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  harvest  was  never  more  abundant  in  almost 
the  whole  of  the  empire.  Tlie  weather  continues 
beauUful  and  serene,  but  the  temperature  comme^i- 
ces  to  be  cold,  and  it  announces  the  approach  of 
winter. 

Government  has  organized  at  Odessa  2lt\  institu- 
tion for  the  education  of  the  rising  generation,  to. 
be  called  the  Lyceum  de  Richelieut  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  founder  of  the  colony.  [Per- 
haps no  place  in  the  world  of  so  recent  an  origin, 
has  increased  more  rapidly  than  Odessa,  on  the 
Black  sea.  It  was  founded  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  French  revolution  by  the  present  prime 
minister  of  France,  the  duke  of  Richelieu,  then  an 
exile  from  France.] — Cen. 

BARBAHY  TOWERS.  | 

The  J^ational  Intelligencer  says — The  revolution,,! 
in  Algiers,  Rnd  the  decapitation  of  the  Dey,  now  j 
confirmed,  are  events  not  uninteresting  in  them  ; 
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selves,  and  particularly  to  us.  The  late  Dey  had 
established,  among  all  our  countrymen  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, who  had  opportunities  of  observing 
his  character,  a reputation  of  probity,  elevation, 
fortitude,  and  intrepidity — qualities  not  often  unit 
ed  in  an  Algerine  chief  of  any  grade,  and,  there- 
fore, remarkable.  He  had  signaliaed  himself  for 
the  two  latter  qualities,  in  a distinguished  manner, 
by  the  cool  and  desperate  resistance  he  made  to  the 
demands  ofthe  British  admiral  Exmouth,  and  after- 
wards  to  the  attack  by  the  tremendous  force  em- 
ployed to  enforce  them.  Whenever  hehasyield- 
cd,*asfaras  we  have  observed,  to  the  demands  of 
any  nation,  it  has  been  from  policy,  when  his  dis- 
criminating observation  taught  him  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  prolong  resistance.  He  was  an  Algerine, 
it  is  true,  and  therefore  entertained  notions,  and 
pursued  a policy,  when  he  dare,  reprobated  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  obnoxious  to  the  advancing  ci- 
vilization of  all  Christian  nations.  But,  as  an  Al- 
gerine, he  was  a great  man;  and  bis  dethronement 
may  prove  the  harbinger  and  the  cause  of  the  utter 
annihilation  of  the  power  of  Algiers. 

He  was  dethroned,  it  is  reported,  because  his 
reign  had  been  disastrous.  Disaster,  then,  is  to  be 
retrieved— and  retrieved  it  can  only  be  by  re-estab- 
lishing the  former  principles  and  practices  of  that 
power,  the  surrender  of  which  is  the  disaster  of 
which  the  Dey  was  accused.  Should  the  attempt 
be  made  on  our  commerce,  w'e  shall  be  immediate- 
ly engaged  in  a war  with  that  nation.  It  is  in  this 
view  we  consider  the  revolution  as  interesting  to  us 
—and  that  we  have  been  gratified  in  reflecting, 
that  we  have  a force  in  the  Mediterranean,  should 
the  revolution  at  Algiers  portend  a revolution  of 
policy,  sufficient  to  protect  our  own  commerce,  and 
keep  the  pirates  in  their  ports,  if  not  to  annihilate 
their  marine. 

The  J\"ational  Advocate^  speaking  of  the  deposi- 
tion of  the  Dey,  informs,  that,  though  the  Janissa- 
ries generally  agree  to  decapitate  their  “legitimate 
sovereign,’*  the  choice  of  a successor  is  more  dif- 
ficult. On  one  occasion,  not  being  able  to  fix  on  a 
suitable  person  for  that  dignity,  they  agreed  to  put 
it  upon  the  first  man  they  sliould  meet  at  a certain 
place.  He  happened  to  be  a grave  digger;  and,  in 
spite  of  his  most  earnest  remonstrances,  they  crea- 
ted him  dey.  Tlie  poor  creature  did  as  well  as  he 
knew  liow,  but  they  soon  found  that  he  w'ould  not 
suit  them,  and  told  him  that  his  power  was  at  an 
end.  He  was  glad  of  it,  and  would  have  cheerfully 
returned  to  his  old  trade — but  they  said  that  the 
honor  of  the  office  would  be  seriously  affected  by 
such  a determination,  and,  to  preserve  it  unsullied, 
they  sUangledhim. 

I'lie  naval  force  of  Algiers  is  given  at  one  frigate 
pf  44  gtuis;  5 corvettes  from  lb  to  24  guns,  and  5 
brigs  and  schooners. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  of  an  insurrection 
of  the  natives  at  Saporanes,  one  of  the  principal 
residences  attached  to  Amboyna.  The  Dutch  resi- 
dent Was  killed,  and  a dexachment  of  about  200  n*cn, 
sent  by  the  Dutch  authorities  to  quell  the  distur- 
bance, was  defeated  and  nearly  every  man  of  them 
destroyed. 

It  is  computed  by  Mr.  Rufflas,  late  lieutenant 
governor  of  the  island  of  Java,  in  his  history  of 
that  island,  recently  published,  that  from  die  year 
1730  to  the  year  1752,  a period  of  twenty-tw'o  jears, 
the  deaths  in  the  city  of  Batavia  exceeded  a million 
of  persons,  or  ne  rly  fif\y  thousand  a year:  It  is 

astonishing  that  any  place  could  supply  such  a 
w^'te  0)  population.  We  had  not  iRiagined  that 


any  thing  like  it  had  ever  occured,  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  in  any  city  on  the  globe. 

Bombay,  July  18. — We  learn  by  letters  from  the 
Gulph  of  Persia,  that  a severe  action  had  taken 
place  between  the  Wababee  troops,  commanded  in 
person  by  Abdelaben  Sofd,  and  the  I'urkish  troops 
under  the  command  of  Abraham  Pacha,  the  son  of 
Ali  P&cha,  the  viceroy  of  Egppt,  in  which  the 
former  met  with  a severe  defeat.  Tlie  action  took 
place  at  Mattswiah,  seven  stages  from  his  capital,^ 
Deriah.  Abdelaben  has  since  fallen  back  to  the^for  j 
tress  of  Boridah,  in  the  district  of  Kassime,  four 
stages  from  Deriah,  where  he  was  again  assem- 
bling his  troops,  in  the  hopes  of  retrieving  the 
credit  he  had  lost  by  the  defeat,  which  was  so  com- 
plete, that  it  is  stated,  if  Abraham  Pacha  only  fol- 
lowed up  his  success  the  Wahabee  power  will  be 
entirely  annihilated. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  June,  Mr.  Ander- 
son, llie  4th  officer  of  the  H.  C.  ship  Charles  Grant, 
w'as  swimming  a short  distance  from  the  ship,  ac- 
companied by  a quarter  master  and  forecastle  man. 
Mr.  Anderson  struck  out  and  swam  tow’ards  a Por- 
tuguese frigate,  then  lying  about  half  a cable’s 
length  from  him,  and  he  was  followed  by  the  two 
men.  As  they  approached  the  frigate,  Mr.  Ander- 
son was  beard  to  say  “don’t  drown  me;”  on  this  ex- 
clamation, the  quarter  master  turned  round,  and  to 
his  inexpressible  horror  and  alarm,  saw  an  immense 
shark  darting  at  Mr.  Anderson — he  immediately 
exerted  his  whole  strength  for  his  own  safety,  and 
fortunately  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  the  Por- 
tuguese frigate.  The  alarm  was  given  and  the 
boats  of  the  frigate  and  the  Charles  Grant,  were  in- 
stantly lowered  dowui  into  the  w'ater,  but  unfortu- 
nately without  preventing  the  fatal  catastrophe. — 
The  shark  passed  Mr.  Anderson,  then  turned  round 
and  took  him  under  the  water,  which  W'as  instantly 
discoloured  with  his  blood;  he  rose  again,  but  was 
then  attacked  by  five  or  six  more  of  these  vora- 
cious animals  and  he  was  gone  in  an  instant.  One 
shark  was  observed  to  be  making  after  the  forecas- 
tleman,  on  which  a sentry  on  board  the  frigate  witk 
great  pre.sence  of  raind  and  coolness,  levelled  his 
musket  and  shot  the  fi.-5h,  thereby  preserving  the 
life  of  the  sailor.  The  next  day  a large  shark  was 
caught  by  the  people  on  board  the  H,  C.  ship  Van- 
sittart,  measuring  upwards  of  12  feet. 

CANADA. 

A Quebec  paper  of  the  11th  inst-— states,  that 
three  liundred  and  three  vessels  with  /<i*e  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy  Jive  new  settlers  have  ar- 
rived at  that  port,  during  the  past  season. 

rlOIllDA. 

We  have  nothing  new  from  Amelia  Island.  Rut 
learn  that  the  Mexican  privateer  Superior,  capt. 
Jolly,  had  capUu-ed  a Spanish  vessel  from  the  coast 
of  Africa,  with  290  slaves,  and  also  an  English 
schooner  from  Havanna  for  l.aguira,  with  a full  car- 
go of  stores  for  gen.  Morillo,  among  which  were 
'30,0001bs.  of  gunpowder.  These  prizes  were  order- 
ed for  Amelia,  yVom  ivhence  the  negroes  -loill  certainly 
be  smuggled  into  the  U.  States,  as  many  others  have 
lately  been.  This  trade  in  human  flesh  i.s  so  profita- 
ble, that  if  that  island  is  not  taken  possession  of  by 
the  United  States,  we  shall  he.ar  of  many  slave  ves- 
sels sent  in  us  prizes  that  had  Very  conveniently  laid 
off*  the  port  to  be  captured,  as  certain  English  ves- 
sels were  taken  to  the  eastward,  during  the  late 
war. 

MEXICO. 

Advices  from  Vera  Cruz  state  that  gen.  Mina, 
with  a powerful  force,  had  arrived  in  tlie  neighbor- 
hood of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  there  was  IHtle 
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doubt  ofhis  accomplishing  the  projects  he  had  in 
contemplation. 

SOUTH  ATHF.niCA. 

Gen.  P.icz  is  said  to  command  10,000  men 
in  Venezuela,  is  a black  man.  He  is  a bold  and 
indefatigable  chief  of  the  revolutionists. 

A vessel  arrived  at  Guadaloupe,  navigated  by  4 
Spaniards,  which  was  taken  possession  of  by  the 
French  aiitliorities,  on  a well  grounded  belief  that 
she  was  the  prize  of  a pa' riot  privateer, — that  had 
been  manned  by  4 Americans  and  the  4 Spaniards — 
and  thatv  the  former,  while  asleep,  were  murdered 
by  the  latter,  expecting  then  to  share  the  prize 
among  themselves.  They  were  sent  to  France  for 
trkh 

(X^The  Aurora  is  truly  pouring  a flood  of  light 
upon  the  geography,  commerce,  and  political  con- 
cerns of  Mexico  and  South  America.  We  propose 
to  a' temp  I a methodical  digest  of  the  many  interest- 
ing facts  given  us  through  that  paper. 


The  Englishman  in  America. 

VIEWS  OF  AMERICA. 

The  English  newspapers  and  magazines  (says 
the  Richmond  Compiler)  abound  witli  articles  on 
American  affah’s — on  the  actual  situation  and 
future  prospects  of  the  republic.  This  is  one  con- 
vincing evidence  of  the  importance  which  is  at- 
tached to  us  in  the  old  world. 

One  of  these  pieces  has  lately  reached  us,  in  the 
Mcnthly  Magazine  of  July  last,  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  written  by  a Mr.  T.  Bakewell  from  “Spring 
Vale.” — He  says  he  has  “resided  for  several  years 
in  one  of  the  United  States  of  America” — that  he 
has  “connections  there  with  whom  he  corresponds, 
and  who  occasionally  furnish  him  with  Am.erican 
newspapers.”  He  therefore  comes  forward  to  give 
some  information  about  the  situation  of  the  United 
States.  Like  the  remarks  of  all  observers  at  a dis- 
tance, some  of  his  remarks  are  incorrect;  but  the 
most  of  them  are  judicious: 

“ i he  most  perfect  liberty  and  harmony  In  religion 
prevails,  as  I am  told,  in  every  part  of  the  union; 
it  certainly  did  where  I resided.  It  would  have 
been  thov.ght  the  most  palpable  want  of  breeding, 
to  mention  the  subject  of  religious  doctrines  in  a 
mixed  company,  oj-  to  betray  the  least  want  of  re- 
spect to  any,  on  account  of  their  religlou.s  tenets; 
not  that  the  people  are  more  indifferent  to  the 
duties  of  religion  tliere  than  elsewhere,  for  most 
assuredly  a mud)  larger  proportion  of  the  people 
are  strict  in  tlteir  religious  observances  than  what 
prevails  with  us.  But  no  one  there  presumes  to 
question  the  propriety  of  his  neighbor’s  religious 
persuasions;  liberality  and  candour  in  judging  is 
not  the  sentiment,  for  they  do  not  take  upon  them 
to  judge  at  all.  'I’here  are  no  union  of  church  a))d 
state,  no  religious  disability,  no  inviduous  distinc- 
tions, no  ostentatious  display  of  the  ceremonies  of 
one  denomination  of  religionists  over  another;  pro- 
vided ti'.eir  moral  conduct  is  correct,  the  peopie 
there  may  enjoy  their  respective  religious  feelings 
in  perfect  peace;  and  pracii.se  the  rites  in  open  flay, 
equally  free  from  tiie  imputation  of  superstitio.i, 
bigotry,  or  heresy.  Thos  , however,  woo  profess 
n>  religion  at  all,  are  looked  upon  with  stiqilcioi). 

“I  know  of  no  particukr  drsabiUres  that  aliem^ 
arc  subjected  to4n  Amei  ica,  except  liph*  --.ol  voun^- 
at  eieciions,  or  serving  iu  the  miiiiiH;  hut  the  ivel- 
come  that  i-  cfeii  glv'en  to  respec;able  .sira.i;gers 
arises  mere  froiji  'icr  feelings  nml  haods  ofC’  ur'esy, 
than  any  veal  dps’.re  of  "eoeiving  cougra^U:;.  1 :>e 
Americans  have  a competent  share  of  coniidence  ia 


their  own  mental  and  physical  resources,  and  feel 
no  want  of  the  assistance  of  strangers,  whatever  we 
may  think  to  the  contrary;  and  tliose  who  have 
nothing  but  their  wit  and  gentility  to  dispose  of, 
cannot  carry  them  to  a worse  market,  for  it  is  over-e 
stocked  already  with  these  articles.  Tliere  is  nei- 
ther a real  nor  an  imaginary  want  of  learned  pfo- 
fesso  8;  at  the  same  time  a want  of  education,  a 
provincial  accent,  or  vulgar  manner.s,  would  be  a 
more  insuperable  bar  to  respectability  in  America, 
than  they  would  in  London. 

‘‘Titles  go  for  nothing  in  America — people  of 
riches  will  be  favorably  received  any  w'here,  and 
such  may  confidently  expect  com  non  civiUpv,  social 
order,  and — as  far  as  respects  t!ie  white  population 
— honesty,  from  the  Americans;  but  they  must  be 
content  with  a less  share  of  obsequious  homage 
tl)an  they  might  command  in  a place  where  the^e  is 
less  independency  of  spirit.  'I’hose  who  go  to 
America  with  small  fortunes,  solely  upon  a pia>-  of* 
economy,  will  be  grievously  disappointed;  for, 
though  some  necessaries  of  life  are  cheap,  yet  the 
elegancies,  and  many  of  the  necessary  convenie'  ces 
of  life,  are  excessively  dear;  and  the  elegancies  of 
life  are  indispensable.  Perhaps  there  is  no  coun- 
try where  so  large  a proportion  of  tlie  expenses  of 
a family  are  a sacrifice  at  the  slirine  of  elegant  ap- 
pearance and  the  habits  of  refinement;  for  there  are 
no  people,  I should  suppose,  whose  enjoyment  of 
luxuries  has  so  much  outrun  the  producing  those 
luxuries  among  thevnselve.s;  or  who  are  so  well  able 
to  procure  them  from  others  upon  extravagant  terms. 

“Money  ehiployed  in  trade,  and  well  attended  to 
by  persevering  indrusty,  and  strictly  correct  habit, 
has  a chance  of  success:  but  the  needy  speculator 
will  fi.id  himself  so  close  elbowed  in  every  corner 
of  North  America,  and  so  often  outwitted,  that  he 
had  better  stop  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In 
the  present  state  of  England,  and  I fear  its  pros- 
pects, laborers  and  mechanics,  with  families,  have 
reason  to  wisii  themselves  citizens  of  America, 
where  there  is  little  deficiency  of  employment,  and 
still  less  of  beggary  and  distressing  want;  but  the 
chaTices  of  domestic  comfort,  in  the  respective  coun- 
tries, were  not  very  greatly  in  favor  of  America,  so 
long  as  the  English  laborer  and  mechanic  could 
find  employment. — The  streets  in  America  are  not 
paved  with  gold,  nor  will  the  land  yield  its  in- 
crease  without  toil  and  care;  and  toil  and  care  are 
more  irksome  and  dangerous  to  health,  in  Ame- 
rica, than  in  England;  and  the  reason  that  so  many 
emigranis  express  disappointment  and  disgust  is 
owing,  most  generally,  to  their  having  entertained 
the  most  foolish  and  romantic  ideas  of  the  country, 
previous  to  seeing  it.  There  cannot,  1 think,  have 
been  a time  within  these  last  forty  years,  in  which 
the  skilful  and  industrious  agriculturist,  with  a 
sufficient,  capital,  would  not  have  found  it  more 
his  interest  to  have  been  an  American  firmer  than 
au  English  one;  for  generally  speaking,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  American  farmer  is  more  steady  in  its 
value,  more  certain  of  sale,  and  affording  a better 
profit,  than  the  produce  of  the  EugUsh  farmer.  And 
a sum  that  should  be  equal  to  tiie  rent  and  taxes 
of  a farm  in  Eugiand,  for  two  years,  would  pur- 
c’.'ase  the  feesimpie  of  tne  same  qu.mtity  of  land  in 
Aroerlcu,  of  eijnai  quality,  and  in  a .situation  having 
ad  Uie  adva.ii..g'-s  goo.i  society.” 


Manufacture  of  Paper. 

FItuyi  'ilii.  !)  .lAWa.-li.  WAiCH.IIAK. 

We  have  in.e.y  viai'edthe  p'.'.p;  r mills  of -T/iowtoa 
Giipia  & Co.  on  tue  Brandywine,  and  witnessed 
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t!ie  performance  of  tbeir  new  machine  for  manufac- 
turing paper  on  an  extensive  scale,  which  promises 
to  be  an  important  addition  to  the  arts  and  manu- 
factures of  our  country.  This  process  of  making 
paper  delivers  a sheet  of  greater  breadtk  than  any 
made  in  America,  and  of  any  length — in  one  con- 
tinued unbi  oken  succession,  of  fine  or  coarse  ma- 
terials, regulated  at  pleasure  to  a greater  or  lesser 
thickness. — The  pitper,  when  made,  is  collecte<]  from 
themrchine  on  reels,  in  succession  as  tliey  are  filled; 
and  these  are  removed  to  the  further  progress  of 
the  manufacture.  The  paper  in  its  texture  is  per- 
fectly smooth  and  even,  and  is  not  excelUd  by  any 
made  by  hand,  in  the  usual  manner  of  workman- 
ship— as  it  possesses  all  the  beauty,  regularity  and 
strength  of  what  is  called  well  closed  and  well  shut 
sheets.  The  mills  and  engines  now  prepared,  are 
calculated  to  do  the  daily  work  of  tea.  paper  vats, 
and  will  employ  a water  power  equal  to  about  12 
to  15  pair  of  mill  stones,  of  tlie  usual  size. 

The  apparatus  and  machine  are  on  a principle 
and  construction  entirely  new,  and  are  patented  by 
the  inventors  here.  It  has  been  very  expensive,  and 
has  been  brought  to  its  present  state  of  perfection 
with  much  labor,  ingenuity  and  persevefance. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  we  announce  the  success 
of  this  machine;  and  we  hope  it  will  tend  to  secure 
our  country  against  the  importations  from  abroad, 
which  have  so  much  interfered  with  our  own  domes- 
tic arrangements;  and  we  are  also  much  gratified  in 
believing,  that  its  establishment  on  our  ownsiream  so 
immediately  in  the  neigborhood  of  this  place,  will 
aid  its  improvement,  and  add  to  the  valuable  manu- 
factories on  the  Brandywine. 


CHRONICLE. 

Messrs.  Rodney,  Graham  and  Bland,  as  comrais- 
sioners  to  South  America,  with  Mr.  Brackenridge, 
as  their  secretary,  and  Mr,  Reed,  private  secretary 
of  Mr.  Rodney,  left  Baltimore  on  Thursday  last  in 
the  Norfolk  steam  boat,  to  embai’k  in  the  Congress 
frigate- 

The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  met  on  the 
17th  inst.  John  Branch  was  elected  speaker  of  the 
senate,  and  gen.  Jredell  speaker  of  the  commons. 

Mr.  McMillan,  a representative  in  congress 
elect,  for  North  Carolina,  died,  on  tlie  IStli  inst.  in 
the  32d  year  of  his  age. 

The  article.s  of  the  “JWrA  Carolma  commercial 
company‘s  are  published.  I’hey  provide  for  a capi- 
tal that  shall  not  exceed  §500,000,  in  shares  of 
§100  each;  seven  directors  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
the  company;  its  operatic,  is  to  be  entirely  commer- 
cial,and  the  principal  establishment  to  be  in  Fayette- 
ville; the  association  to  continue  for  12  years,  and 
so  long  thereafter  as  the  ma  jority  may  agree  upon, 
&C.  The  great  object  of  this  conr.puny  appears  to 
be  to  export  (direct)  native  products  of  the  state, 
and  import  such  supplies  of  foreigH  articles  as  are 
required  for  its  consumption.  There  cannot  be  a 
question  but  that  such  a company,  reasonably  well 
conducted,  will  much  benefit  the  state,  and  'give  a 
powerful  spur  to  internal  improvementsi  hence  it  has 
our  best  wishes  for  its  succes.s. 

A sea  serpent  has  beeen  seen  in  Long  Island 
Sound.  The  wild  fowl  are  said  to  have  appeared 
much  alarmed  by  the  visitor,  flying  in  every  direc 
tion  as  he  approached  them.  And  a letter 
flrom  a passenger  on  board  the  ship  Cotton  Plant 
from  New  York  to  Savannah,  lo  a gentleman  in  that  ' 
city  dated  Savannah,  I2th  JVov.  1317,  says — 

“P.3.  1 forgot  to  mention  for  the  information  of 
S.  L.  tliat,'  while  lying  to  in  latitude  33,  15  there 


was  a great  substance  passed  us  through  the  water, 
the  head  of  which  was  elevated  some  40  or  50  feet 
supposed  to  be  the  big  serpent,  \vi)ich  supposition 
wtt3  confirmed,  as  we  were  soon  suirounded  by  a 
school  of  long  fish,  which  we  made  out  to  be  his 
spawn! 

The  European  papers  are  filled  with  our  accounts 
of  this  strange  animal. 

The  Franklin.  A French  officer,  raons.  I’errong, 
who  ranks  as  captain  of  a frigate  in  the  service  of 
Louis,  admitted  through  the  solicitation  ofthe  mar- 
quis Zri  is  regulated  as  a gun-room  passen- 

ger in  tlie  Franklin  74,  to  become  acquainted  witli 
tlie  machinerx , order,  &c.  that  belongs  to  the  Ame- 
rican navy.  This  may  come  of  ‘ French,  infnence,'* 
but,  certainly,  JYapoleon  has  nothinglo  do  with  it, 
and  that’s  some  satisfaction!  ! This  ship  went  to 
sea  last  Monday. 

The  'VVo3hington  City  Gazette  says— Two  agents 
of  the  colonization  society  wished  to  obtain  passage 
to  England  in  the  Franklin,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
lect'ing  a situation  for  the  intended  colony:  butliave 
been  refused,  on  the  ground  that  the  government 
might  be  supposed  concerned  in  the  transaction. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Boxer  lias  been  wrecked  at  the 
south  pass  of  the  Mississippi — crew,  specie  and  ar* 
mament  saved. 

The  United  States’  vessels  Prometheus,  Enter- 
prize,  and  Lynx,  have  arrived  at  New  York  from 
tlie  eastward,  and  would,  it  was  understood,  in  a 
few  days,  accompany  the  corvette  Jolin  Adams  to 
the  gulf  of  Mexico. 

A ship  pierced  for  32  guns  has  hee^  built  and 
launched  in  New  York,  in  72  days,  at  Messrs 
Brown’s  yard— auother  war  vessel  of  900  tons,  was 

immediately  to  be  launched  from  Mr.  Eckford’s. 

They  are  probably  intended  for  the  “Spanish”  Ame- 
rican market. 

Mival  Depot. — The  citizens  of  Annapolis  have 
taken  measures  to  represent  to  the  government  of 
the  United  Slates,  the  eligibility  of  that  place  for 
the  location  of  a Marine  hospital  and  naval  arsenal. 
A committee  waited  upon  the  president  with  a 
statement  of  the  advantages  of  the  place,  and  were 
politely  received,  and  informed  that  tlie  harbor 
would  be  examined.  Tkey  were  also  assured  by 
Mr.  Evelett,  proprietor  of  the  machine  by  which 
the  Potomac  has  been  deepened  near  Georgetown, 
that  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Severn  may  be  re- 
moved so  as  to  give  25  feet  water  over  it,  for  an 
expense  of  about  15,000g,  including  the  cost  of  a 
machine  for  it. 

The  Army.  A complete  battalion  of  U.  S.  light 
artillery,  under  command  oflieut.  col.  Eustis,  was 
publicly  exercised  at  Boston  on  the  13th  inst.  Tim 
privates  had  been  chiefly  enlisted  in  the  present 
year,  and  gave  great  satisfaction  by  the  exactness 
of  their  discipline. 

Dounduvies  of  the  Zlnxied  States. — The  commission, 
ers  under  the  41h  article  of  the  treaty  of  Gii«nt,  will 
hold  a final  session  In  the  city  cf  New  York  on  Mon- 
day 24lh  inst;  and  tlieir  clccision  on  the  important 
questions  submitted  to  them  will  Uien  be  made 
public.  Colonel  Austin,  the  agent  for  the  United 
Stales,  left  town  yesterdv.y,  to  be  present  at  the 
conferences  of  the  Cvininds.sioners. — Dost.  Chron. 

The  com.'7ii.s3ioners  appoimed  to  settle  the  north- 
eni  boundary  line,  have  arrived  in  this  city.  1).  P. 
Adams,  esq.  one  of  the  assi.staiit  commissioners, 
proceeded  to  'Was.hing'on  on  'i'ue.sday  morning. 
With  despatches  from  gen.  Pi  ‘er  ii  Porter.  M.^jor 
r laser  is  Siili  in  inis  city,  'i'ue  utmost  liannuny 
prevailed  between  the  commissioners,  asci  there  is 
<iason  to  nope  that  the  business  has,  or  will,  termi- 
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Hate  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.— JV*.  Y. 
Gaz. 

BANK  OF  THE  TJXlTED  STATES.— The  following  list 

or  the  branches  of  the  U.  States  bank  now  in  ope- 
ration n>ay  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  public,  who 
liave  not  before  had  them  in  one  view.  Offices  of 
discount  and  deposiie  are  in  operation  a — Por  s- 
mouih.  New-Hampshire;  Boston,  Massachusetts; 
Providence,  Rhode  lsland;  Middletown,  Connecli- 
ciU;  New- York,  New- York;  Baltimore,  Maryland; 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia;  Richmond,  Vir- 
g-inia;  Norfolk,  Virginia;  Charleston,  South  Caroli- 
na;  Savannah,  Georgia;  New  Orleans,  Louisiana; 
Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Branches  have  been  established  at  Louisville  in 
Kentucky;  ChilUcothe  in  Ohio;  Pittsburg  in  Penn- 
sylvania;  Fayetteville  in  North  Carolina;  and  Augus- 
ta in  Georgia,  wnich  are  not  yet  but  soon  will  be  in 
operation. — jsTat.  Int. 

A bank  has  just  gone  into  operation  atShawnoe- 
town,  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  of  which  Samuel  R, 
Campbell  is  president,  and  John  Reeves  cashier— 
liaving  been  chartered  at  the  last  session  by  the 
legislature  of  that  territory. 

It  was  expected  that  a proposition  would  be  in- 
troduced  into  the  legislature  of  Georgia  to  tax  the 
branch  of  the  United  States*  bank  established  at 
Savannah.  It  appears  that  the  branch  of  the  old 
bank  at  that  place  was  taxed,  and  tliat  the  tax  was 
regularly  paid. 

A steam  pump  has  been  erected  at  Alexandria.  It 
is  in  successful  operation,  and  will  discharge  1500 
gallons  per  minute. 

Tenskssee.  /Vowj  the  JVational  Intelligencer.  An 
appeal  to  the  sense  of  the  people  lias  been  autho- 
rized, by  the  requisite  majority  of  two  thirds  of  the 
legislature  of  Tennessee,  on  the  expediency  of  cal- 
ling a convention  to  amend  the  constitution  of  that 
state;  on  which  the  people  are  invited  to  vote,  aye 
or  no,  at  the  next  general  election.  This  is  the 
most  democratic  process  of  any  of  our  governments 
submitting  the  question  to  the  people,  individual- 
ly, for  their  opinion,  witliout  any  representative  in- 
termediation. 

The  following  resolution  has  been  introduced  in- 
to the  legislature  of  Tennessee,  by  some  one  who 
dreads  the  introduction  of  the  national  bank  et  duna 
ferentes  into  that  slate.  The  fate  of  the  moLion 
does  not  yet  appear. 

**Be  it  resolved  by  the  general  ^assembly  of  the  state 
of  Tennessee,  Th&t  they  do  greatly  regret  the  neces- 
sity which  impels  them  to  declare,  that  tliey  will 
view  with  concern  and  disapprobation  the  establish- 
ment of  any  bank,  branch  of  any  bank  or  other  mo- 
nied in^ilitution,  not  chartered  by  the  laws  of  this 
state,  within  the  limits  tiicreof;  and  they  do  feel 
themselves  under  all  the  ties  of  responsibility  whicli 
bind  the  representative  to  the  people,  so  use  all  law- 
ful  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  and  prohibit  the 
same.” 

Snov).  There  was  a great  fall  of  snow  at  Thomas- 
ton,  Maine,  on  the  6lh  inst. 

Commerce.  On  the  forenoon  of  the  13ih  inst,  there 
sailed  from  New  York— 3 ships  for  Liverpool,  4 do. 
and  3 brigs  for  Savannah;  3 ships  for  Frioice;  2 do 
and  1 brig  for  Cliarlesion;  3 ships  and  1 brig  for  the 
West  Indies;  one  ship  for  Washington  city;  1 do  for 
Amelia;  3 brigs  for  New  <>rleans;  1 brig  for  Lima, 
and  several  others.  New  York  is,  probably,  the  se- 
cond commercial  city  in  the  world — London  being 
the  first. 

Despatch. — Letters  from  Baltimore  to  Norfolk, 
by  the  packet  Expei  inient,  on  Suncay  morning  last, 
had  answers  returned  fey  the  steam  boat  Virginia, 


On  Tuesday,  at  9 o’clock  A.  M.— 410  miles  ia  48 
hours! 

^'French  influence.** — A good  deal  of  noise  has 
been  made  in  the  papers  about  certain  ‘‘Furniture” 
imported  from  France  for  the  president’s  housel 
It  turns  out  as  we  expected— the  “furniture”  con- 
sists exclusively  of  porcelain,  mirror  plates  and 
c.irpets,  and  a few  such  other  small  articles  «s  are 
not  miinufactured  in  the  United  States. 

A living  female  elephant  has  been  brought  to 
New-York  from  Calcutta.  She  was  insured  at  |5U00 
and  the  freight  paid  was  |8000. 

The  Vevay,  Indiana,  Register  of  the  21st  ult. 
say.s,  the  vintage  is  just  finished  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  vine  dresisers,  it  having  produced  five  thou- 
sand gallons  of  wine;  the  best  vines  yielding  350 
gallons  to  the  acre — which  however,  it  is  observed, 
falls  far  short  of  the  common  crops  on  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  which  are  said  sometimes  to  have  yielded 
2500  giilions  per  acre.  The  causes  of  this  difier- 
ence  ought  to  be  enquired  into. 

Emigration. — Through  New-York  and  down  the 
Alleghany  river  is  now  the  tract  of  many  emigrants 
from  the  east  to  the  west — 260  waggons  has  passed 
a certain  house  on  this  rout  in  nine  days,  besides 
many  persons  on  horseback  and  on  foot.  The  edi.« 
tor  of  the  Gennessee  Fanner  observes,  that  he  him- 
self met  on  the  road  to  Hamilton  a cavalcade  of 
upwards  of  twenty  waggons,containing  one  compa- 
ny of  116  persons,  on  their  way  to  Indiana,  and  all 
from  one  town  in  tlie  district  of  Miine.  So  great  is 
ithe  emigration  to  Illinois  and  Missouri  also,  that  It 
is  apprehended  that  many  must  suffer  for  want  of^ 
provisions  the  ensuing  winter. 

A lord  amongst  us/  It  is  currently  reported  (says 
the  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser)  that  a young* 
man  named  Williams,  who  keeps  a retail  store,  at 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  is  ascertained  to  be  the 
rightful  heir  to  an  earldom  in  England,  with  an 
income  of  Z15,000  sterling  per  annum;  and  that  do- 
cuments authorising  him  to  take  immediate  pos- 
session of  his  estate  and  title,  have  just  been  re- 
ceived. We  understand  his  parents  emigrated  from 
Bermuda.  He  is  said  to  be  a man  of  fair  charac- 
ter, and  of  unassuming  manners. 

Puzzle  for  laioyers. — In  one  of  the  counties  of 
Hungary,  a case  has  been  produced  by  nature, 
i whicli  furnishes  the  Hungarian  lawyers  with  an  op- 
portunity to  exercise  their  ingenuity.  On  a steep 
I declivity  of  the  river  Hernath,  lay  two  vineyard.s, 
one  above  the  other:  the  higher  one,  detaching  it- 
self from  the  rock,  glided  down  the  declivity  up- 
on the  lower  vineyard,  which  it  now  entirely  covers. 
— The  cjue.stion  is,  who  is  the  owner  of  this  vine- 
yard, and  who  is  considered  the  loser. 

We  learn,  with  regret,  that  many  of  the  brave  sol- 
diers of  the  late  army,  travel  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, (some  of  them  from  wounds  in  service,  ill 
able  to  travel)  to  obtain  patents  for  their  bounty 
lands. 

The  war  department  and  generalland  office,  have 
not  been  sparing  in  public  notifications,  that  neither 
trouble  nor  expense  is  necessary  to  enable  a soldier 
to  obtain  his  patent. 

We  consider  it  a duty  of  every  good  citizen  who 
may  know  a soldier,  to  inform  him  by  sending  his 
discharge  to  tlie  war  department;  or  his  land  warrant 
to  the  general  land  office,  and  a request  to  have 
his  land  in  Illinois  territory,  and  his  patent  sent  to 
his  place  of  abode,  he  can  obtain  his  patent  in  a 
days  free  oi'  every  expense,  even  of  that  ofpostage- 

JVaf.  Int, 
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To  Editors  of  Newspapers. 

Gentlemen: — In  the  last  number  of  this 
paper  an  article  of  considerable  interest  to  our 
craft,  and  of  some  interest,  also,  to  the  public 
at  large,  was  copied  from  the  Ilichmoud  Com- 
piler. To  cat  ry  its  design  partially  into  etfect, 
it  is  respectfully  re<iuested  that  at  least  one 
editor  in  every  state,  &c.  will  be  so  obliging  as 
publicly  to  answer  the  following  query: 

Tlow  many  newspapers  are  published  in  the 

sbite,  territo  y or  district  of — ? Describe 

whether  the>*  are  daily,  tri- weekly,  semi-week- 
ly or  weekly — Give  their  names,  with  that  ol 
their  editors,  and  of  the  cities,  towns  or  vil- 
lages in  which  they  are  located — state  their 
political  character,  with  an  account  of  the 
sheet,  whether  imperial,  super-royal,  &c.  on 
which  they  are  printed — And  add  such  oHicr 
particulars  as  may  appear  useful  to  assist  in 
the  formation  of  a general  table  to  shew  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  press  in  the  United 
States. 

And,  at  the  same  time,  to  accomplish  an  ob- 
ject very  important  to  the  public,  give  a per- 
fect list  of  all  the  incorporated  banks  in 
your  st«te,  territory  or  district — with  the 
amount  of  their  capitals.*  the  places  at  which 
they  do  business  (including  their  branches,  if 
any)  and  the  names  of  their  presidents  and 
cashiers;  and  if  any  are  in  disrepute,  in  their 
own  neighborhood,  please  to  designate  them. 

All  the  information  afforded  on  either  of 
those  subjects  shall  be  methodically  arranged 
in  a tabular  form,  for  common  reference;  and 
the  facts  that  belong  to  them  shall  be  recorded 
as  they  are  made  known  to  me,  for  annual  ex- 
positions. 

Interesting  Law  Case. 

Opinion  of  Judge  Blaxd,  delitered  in  Baltimore 
COUNTY  COURT,  Nov.  3,  1817. 

Charles  C.  Brown  and  others,  lessee— V „ . . 

V, Baltimore  county  court, 
Mordicai  Kennedy.  J ^September  term,  1817. 

Tins  is  an  aciion  of  ejectmeni  brought  to  recover 
a parcel  of  land  which  constituted  the  original  bed 
of  that  stream  of  water,  wliicl)  passes  through  the 
city  of  B iltimore,  called  Jones’  Falls— ft  appears, 
that  on  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1700,  apa- 
tent  was  obtained  from  the  lord  proprictaiy  b; 
James  Todd  for  a tract  of  land  called  Todds  Uinge^; 
that  at  tjie  time  the  patent  issued  to  Todd  this 
stream  of  water,  called  Jones’  Falls,  passed  entire- 
ly  through  it,  and  was,  for  some  distance  beyom! 
that  which  Is  now  designated  as  the  piece,  from 
which  the  plaintiff  alleges  he  has  been  ejected,  in 
every  sense  of  tlie  expression,  a navigable  river,  the 
tide  flowed  and  re-flowed  into  it,  sea-fish  were 

*lf  any  part  of  the  capital  is  not  paid  in,  state  the 
amount  unpaid  in  a note. 

Voi.  XIII. -T5. 


taken  in  it,  and  vessels  • f considerable  bu  -thea 
pa.ssed  along  it  with  ease;  that  Ch-arles  Carroll  be- 
came seized  in  fee  simple  of  the  whole  of  the  tr^ct 
called  'fodd’s  Range;  that  on  the  18di  day  of  April, 
1757,  Carroll  conveyed  a part  of 'Fodd’s  Range  ly- 
ing on  the  north  west  side  of  Jones’  Falls  to  William 
Lyon,  in  which  conveyance  to  Tiyon  the  left  bank  of 
that  water  course  is  called  f>r  as  the  boundary; 
that  on  the  20th  .May,  1757,  Carroll  conveyed  ano- 
ther part  of  Todd’s  Range,  lying  on  the  right  b ank 
of  Jones’  Falls,  culling  for  its  margin  as  the  boun- 
dary, to  Alexander  Lawson;  that  some  lime  in  the 
year  1784,  certain  owners  of  the  land  on  the  left 
side  of  Jones’  Falls,  for  their  own  benefit,  and  wiilj 
the  consem  of  L iwson  and  of  those  claiming  under 
Lyon,  dug  a canal  across  the  isthmus,  formed  bv  a 
very  circuitous  bend  of  this  stream  of  water,  begin- 
ning above  and  terminating  below  the  land  in  con- 
troversy, so  as  finally  to  direct  its  waters  entirelv 
through  the  canal,  and  cause  that  portion  of  the 
oi  iginal  navigable  bed,  a part  of  which  is  now  the 
land  in  controversy,  to  be,  in  the  course  of  a few 
years,  wholly  abandoned;  that  after  these  convex - 
ances,  and  ihe  bed  ol  this  stream  had  become  in 
many  parts  dry  fast  land,  and  no  longer  admitted  a 
passage  for  its  w^aters,  Charles  C.irroll,  son  .and 
heir  of  the  Carroll  who,  being  seized  in  fee  of  the 
whole  tract  called  Todd’s  Range,  had  conveyed  parts 
of  it  to  Lyon  and  to  Law'-on,  on  the  26. h day  of 
January,  1795,  conveyed  all  his  right  to  the  land 
wliich  then  was  or  had  been  covered  by  the  water* 
of  Jones’  Falls  to  Smith  and  Williams,  under  whom 
the  defendant  claims. 

The  lessors  of  the  plaintiff  claim  under  Lawson, 
and  allege,  that  the  patent  for  Todd’s  Range  passed 
all  the  lord  proprietary’s  right  to  the  soil  under  the 
navigable  w ater  of  this  stream,  subject  to  the  use* 
of  navigation  merely,  to  James  Todd  and  thence  to 
Carroll;  and  consequently'  the  deed  from  C irroll  to 
Lawson,  by  calling  for  Jones’  Falls  .as  the  boundary 
of  the  land,  virtually  conveyed  to  him  the  bed  of 
the  river  to  the  middle  of  the  stream;  to  the  pos- 
session and  enjoyment  of  W'hich  land,  being  now'  a 
firm,  elevated  and  fast  alluvial  formation,  or  derelic: 
lion,  he  asks  by  this  action  to  be  restored. 

The  defendant  claims  under  Lyon  and  .Smith  and 
Williams,  and  repels  the  plaintiff’s  pretensions  on 
the  principles,  tliat  the  right  to  the  soil  of  the  bed 
of  this  navigable  stream  called  Jones’  Falls,  so  far 
as  it  was  navigable,  could  not  be,  and,  therefore, 
was  not  aliened  by  the  lord  proprietary;  or  if  it 
was,  that  the  deed  o Law'son  under  whom  he  claim* 
will  not  authorize  him  to  extend  his  pretension*- 
farther  than  the  margin  of  Jones’ Falls  which  is  i!is 
precise  line  called  for;  or  in  other  words,  that  the 
right  of  the  state  to  the  soil,  once  covered  by  tlie 
navigable  water  of  this  river,  never  has  been  paried 
with,  or  if  it  has,  it  is  now  vested  in  him  by  virtue 
of  the  deed  to  Smith  and  Williams,  in  neither  of 
wliich  cases  can  tlie  plaiiuifl' recover. 

This  is  a case  in  many  respects  anomalous  in  its 
nature;  one  of  much  intricacy',  and  to  which  there 
have  been  few  if  any  parallel  in  this  state.  It  is  a 
case,  in  which  the  value  iu  controversy  is  very  con. 
siderable;  and  above  all,  it  is  one  involving  princi- 
ples and  consequences,  that  may  in  their  operation 
deeply  and  materially  affect  this  great  coiumeifii 
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city,  one  of  tlie  fairest  and  most  flourishing  of  the 
\mion;  and,  therefore,  I deemed  it  proper  to  take 
time  to  reflecl,  and  to  bestow  upon  it  as  close  an 
investigation  as  my  daily  duties  liere,  and  few  lei- 
sure moments,  would  possibly  admit.  1 felt  called 
on  by  the  very  important  bearing  of  this  case,  to 
endeavor  Jo  cast  some  few  rays  of  light  upon  those 
questions,  wliich  it  has  now  become  so  indispensably 
necessary  to  decide,  and  which  are  so  extensively 
interes  i.tg  in  their  nature,  as  they  passed  from  me 
to  their  ulterior  desiination,  where  they  will  no 
doubt  be  in  every  respect  fully  explored  and  finally 
put  to  rest.  I 

'Fills  is  a controversy  about  the  right  to  the  origi-  i 
n-Tl  Led  of  a stream  once  navigable,  now  diverted 
from  its  ancient  course;  about  a part  of  a piece  of 
land  once  covered  with  navigable  water  in  which 
sea-li.sb  were  taken,  and  on  which  large  vessels 
floated,  but  which  is  now  dry,  elevated  fast  land, 
laid  out  into  streets,  some  of  which  are  paved,  and 
improved  upon  by  as  commodious  dwellings  us  any 
in  tliis  growing  city. 

What  is  meant  by  a navigable  river — in  whom  is  j 
the  soil  of  the  beds  of  the  navigable  rivers  of  our  j 
country  vested — could  such  soil  have  been  aliened 
during  its  submersion  by  the  late  lord  proprietary, ! 
or  has  it  in  any  case  or  by  any  authority  been  aliened,  I 
and  vested  in  an  individual  for  any  purpose?  - | 

'Fliese  are  enquiries  certainly  of  the  greatest 
consequence  and  most  extensive  interest;  for,  if 
the  upper  end  of  the  tide  waters  of  this  branoJi  of 
Patajisco  river,  called  Jones*  Falls,  whicli  at  one 
ti:^ie  afforded  passage  and  harbor  for  vessels  of  con- 
siderable burlheii,  could  be  aliened  and  vested  in  an 
individual,  by  one  common  grunt,  to  be  obtained  in 
the  usual  way,  from  tlie  land  office,  then  any  part  of 
the  bed  of  tiie  .same  river  below,  even  that  over  which 
the  ffeet  of  the  late  enemy  rode  during  the  late  gal- 
lant and  memorable  defence  of  our  city,  might  in 
like  manner  be  granted  and  vested  in  an  individual, 
so  as  to  prevent  die  erection  of  some  of  the  most 
important  nautical  improvements,  without  in  some 
degree  violating  the  private  right  of  such  individu- 
al. The  advantages,  indeed  the  very  invention,  and 
all  the  blessings  derivable  from  navigation  are,  com- 
paratively, of  modern  date.  T!ie  infant  art,  but 
just  discovered,  led  tlie  way  to  our  continent,  and 
has  been  most  materially  developed  in  exploring 
and  describing  its  extent  and  situation.  The  rights 
and  interests  of  navigation  are  of  tlie'greatest  im- 
portance to  our  country;  therefore,  every  claim  of 
an  individual,  which  may  in  any  manner  trench  up- 
on its  freedom,  or  by  which  it  may  be  at  all  affect- 
ed, should  be  severely  scrutin  zed,  and  exnibited  in 
tjic  most  unquestionable  shape  before  it  is  sanction 
ed  and  sustmned  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

A navigable  stream  of  water  is  suchaone  as  will, 
in  its  natural  state,  serve  for  the  transportation  of 
n.e  . and  merchan'^^hze.  In  general  all  rivers,  creeks, 
or  water  courses  in  which  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows 
m.^y  be  considered  as  navigable;  but  the  flux  and 
r tkix  of  the  sea  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  their 
being  navigable;  for  there  are  many  places  into 
ty  .icli  the  ade  flows,  that  are  not  navigable  rivers, 
bur  creeks  within  a private  estate,  Cou-p.  86  So, 
on  the  otiiei*  hand,  rivers  beyond  tide  water  are 
f equeiitly  deemed  navigable,  as  the  'Fhames  above 
Kingston,  and  the  Sev^mn  abnve  Tev/kesbury, //a/e 
cle  jnr.  M 12 — Doug  444-  Ait  navigable  rivers  are 
CO  si  lered  as  public  Agliways,  so  far  as  respects 
tile  free  passage  of  persons  and  property  along 
them,  in  like  maimer  as  roads  or  terreous  highways; 
2.  Inst.  But  in  other  respects  no  two  cases  can  be 
more  distinct,  lathe  latter,  if  tfie  way  be  founder- 


ous  and  out  of  repair,  the  public  have  a right  to  go 
on  the  adjoining  land:  but  if  a river  should  happen 
to  be  choaked  up  w ith  mud,  that  w'ould  not  give 
the  public  a right  to  cut  another  passage  through 
the  adjoining  lands,  3.  T.  R.  263.  In  the  case  of 
terreous  highw’ays  the  public  has  no  other  vigiit 
than,  that  of  a free  pas.sage  for  every  citizen;  but 
the  freehold  and  all  profits  belong  to  the  owner 
of  the  soil — So  do  all  trees  upon  it,  and  mines  un- 
der  it,  which  maybe  extremely  valuable.  The  own- 
er may  carry  water  pipes  under  it;  or  he  may  get 
his  soil  discharged  of  the  servitude  or  easement  of 
a way  over  it,  by  a writ  of  ad  quod  damnum,  1.  Burr. 
143.  And  where  no  person  claims  the  property  of 
the  lands  on  eiiher  side  of  the  road,  the  presump- 
tion is  in  favor  of  the  lord  of  the  manor;  but  if  the 
road  goes  through  the  property  of  others,  the  pre- 
sumption is  in  favor  of  the  ow  ners  of  the  land  on 
each  side;  but,  in  eitlier  ca.se,  the  presumption  on- 
ly stands  till  the  contrary  be  proved,  Loft.  358. 

But  by  the  common  law  of  England  the  rignl  of 
property  in  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  all  navigable  ri- 
vers is  presumed  to  be  in  the  king,  5.  Jiac.  Abr. 
497.  And  if  any  one  claims  any  special  privilege 
or  right  in  it,  the  proof  lies  on  him,  and  he  must 
shew  a distinct  grant  or  a clear  and  specific  right, 
1.  Mod.  105.  This  however  is  not  the  case  with 
regard  to  streams  of  water  not  navigable;  for  the 
beds  of  such  water  courses  are  granted  as  other 
lands,  and  consequently  belong  wholly  to  the  pro 
prietor  of  the  tract  thro’  wliicli  they  pass,  or  to  the 
owners  of  the  land  on  either  side  where  it  is  called 
for  as  the  dividing  line;  in  which  case  the  grant 
conveys  the  right  to  the  soil  of  tlie  bed  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  stream.  5.  Bac.  Abr.  494. 

Although  by  the  common  law  of  England,  all 
lands,  whether  dry  or  covered  with  water,  are  held 
either  by  or  of  the  king,  yet  it  is  laid  down  as  a 
general  rule,  that  the  soil  of  the  beds  of  all 
navigable  rivers  is  presumed  to  be  actually  vested 
in  and  held  by  the  king,  until  the  contrary  is  ex- 
pressly shewn;  because  such  soil  has  not  been,  nor 
ever  was  granted  out  and  distributed  in  like  man- 
ner as  other  lands.  The  king,  it  is  said,  has  two 
distinct  rights  in  navigable  rivers,  the  jus  privatum, 
which  consists  of  the  right  of  soil  of  the  bed,  to 
any  profits  that  may  be  derived  from  it  with  some 
othei*  such  rights;  and  the  jus  publicum,  which  con- 
sists in  the  freedom  of  fishing,  navigation  and  the 
iike;  tlie  first  of  which  the  king  may  alien  and  may 
belong  to  a citizen,  but  not  the  latter. 

But  this  private  right  of  soil  in  the  beds  of  navi- 
gable rivers,  since  the  positive  provisions  of  mag- 
na  cliarta  and  the  adopiio.n  of  the  principles  grow- 
ing out  of,  or  founded  upon  those  provisions,  seems 
to  me  either,  in  fact  and  truth,  not  to  be  a private 
right,  or  to  be  one  of  a most  singular  and  extraor- 
dinary nature.  The  Saxon  English,  it  would  seem, 
highly  estimated,  and  were  alw'^ays  attentive  to  the 
rvavlg^ition  of  their  rivers  as  well  as  their  coasts. 
Their  continental  conquerors,  however,  led  over 
from  Normandy  by  the  first  William,  not  only  in- 
ti’oduced  feudal  despotism,  and  degraded  the  natiow 
by  w’antonly  compelling  it  to  accept  of  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  a foreign  language,  but  als® 
oppressed  and  materially  injured  the  people  in 
some  of  tlxeir  best  and  mosi  natural  rights,  which 
were  alike  beneficial  to  their  conquerors  as  to  them- 
selves. The  barbarous  Normans  not  only  seized  on 
ail  the  dry  land  of  England,  but,  ignorant  of  the  im- 
poi'tance  ofnavigatioiijthey  seem  lo  have  considered 
the  rivers  as  mei-e  fish  ponds;  and  accordingly  grant- 
ed them  ouc  indiscriminately,  appropriated  them  t» 
individual  purposes,  fenced  them  in,  and  obstructed 
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their  pass  at  pleasure.  To  prevent  and  remove  | “The  civilians  tells  us  tnilv,  nihil  p-'sHcribitur 
these  evils,  intro'lur.ed  chieHy  by  the  N'ormun  kinrrs,  ni-i  quod  possideiur.  The  kin^  may  prescribe  tlic 
img-na  charta  provid  'd  in  the  sixteenth  chapter, tliat  j propriety  of  the  narrow  se;is,  because  he  may  pos* 
“no  banks  shall  he  defended  frotri  henceforMi,  but  Isessthem  by  his  navies  and  powerja  subject  cannot, 
such  as  were  in  defence  in  the  \i  ne  of  kin}^  Henry  I But  a subject  may  possess  a n.ivi^ahle  river,  or 
our  i^rand-father,  bv  the. same  places  nnd  the  sa  ne  creek  or  arm  of  the  se.a;  because  these  may  be 
bounds,  as  they  were  wont  to  be  in  his  time.”  I withm  the  extent  of  his  possession  and  acquest.** 

2 Inst  30.  That  is,  the  navis'Hble  rivers  sliould  j From  w!iai  is  here  sai  1 it  clearly  appears,  that 
not  in  future  he  barred  up  and  treated  as  mere  iaVhou^h  the  soil  covered  by  the  sei  as  well  as  that 
private  property  as  they  too  frequently  had  been,  'overe'l  by  a navig.ible  river  is  held  hy  the  kirp  as 


And  the  23d  chapter  of  mag-na  charta  declares 
that,  “all  wears  from  lienceforth  siiall  be  utterly 
pm  <lown  by  Thames  and  Med  v.av,  and  throu^li  all 
E ’crland.  but  only  bv  the  sea  coasts,”  2 Inst.  38. 


liis  private  property,  yet  that  the  ^re.ater  part  of  it 
is  altog-etber  inalienable;  because  it  cannot  be  ac- 
quifSil  and  held  by  an  indivi  lual.  It  is  tliereforc 
:m  inalienable  national  domain,  bec  ttise  none  but  a 


E ’gland,  but  only  by 

The  liberal  and  just  interpretation,  that  lias  been  nation  can  possess  and  hold  such  property.  This 
given  to  which,  is,  that  all  obstructions  in  any  | appears  to  be  a priuciple  of  the  common  law,  d’-awii 
public  navigable  river  whatever,  which,  in  any  man- 1 from  the  pure  fountain  of  natural  reason,  wiiicli 
ner  may  aficct  its  uses  and  benefits,  shall  be  pro-  jfrom  the  nature  of  things  could  not  be  violated  as 
hibited,  abated  or  removed.  j regards  the  open  parts  o^*  the  sea,  and  larire  bays. 

Since  magna  charta  the  king  cannot  grant  to  any  such  as  the  Chesapeake;  but  which,  having  been 
one  an  exclusive  right  of  fishery;  -md  he,  w!io  .totally  disregarded  by  the  Norman  kings  autl  harona, 
claims  such  right,  must  shew  it  to  have  originated  jus  far  as  was  in  their  power,  has  been  alarmed  and 
bv  grant  or  prescription  *s  far  l>ack  us  t'le  reign  of  jrestored  by  magna  charta,  as  alike  applicable  aid 
Henry  the  second,  2 (Vac.  Com.  30  And  this  too  reasonable  in  regard  to  all  navigable  rivers  us  to  the 
in  cases  where  thefi.shery  would  seem  to  be  almost  jsea  itself,  by  those  provisions  which  sanction  such 
as  much  the  production  of  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  a rights  as  were  previously  acquired,  and  prohibit  t!ie 
river  as  the  grass  of  a field;  as  in  the  case  of  oysters,  erection  those  defences,  wears,*  iuclosures  and 
chxms,  -and  muscles,  the  exclusive  right  to  dredge  fisheries  so  necessary  to  designate  and  preserve 
for  which  ilie  king  cauno*  gi-ant  since  the  enact- ;the  evidences  of  a separate  and  distinct  ownership 
mentof  magna  charta,  4 T /(.  439;  6 Mud  73  Norland  holding  in  any  extent  of  soil  covered  willi  a 
can  an  in-lividual  acquire  a riglit,  since  magna ; navigable  river. 

charca,  to  alter  and  make  a more  permanent  and  But  although  It  i.s  admitted,  that  no  direct  an  I 
effectual  wear,  where  lie  had  by  ancient  pi  escrip- ' immediate  act  of  ownership  can  be,  or  has  been 
tion,  a lughtto  erect  such  a structure  for  the  pur-  exercised  over  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  a navigable 
poses  of  fishing,  7 Car:  199.  The  grant  of  a free  river,  w.'dle  the  navlgaiion  continues,  yet  it  is  said, 
or  several  fishery,  which  was  always  founded  on,  or 'that  there  are  certain  incidental,  consequential, 
oftener  than  otherwise  coupled  with  the  riglit  of  append  nt  or  appnr'enant  rights  and  profits  which 
soil  of  the  bed  of  a river,  so  essentially  affected  jthe  owner  of  such  p -operty  may  have;  such  a-s 
in  many  instances  the  necessary  facilities  of  navi-  that  now  set  up,  to  the  derelictions  of  tlie  river,  or 
g.xtion,  that  it  was  not  allowed  by  magna  charta.  | to  auy  islands  formed  by  force  of  its  water.*?;  or  to 
This  great  law  it  woull  seem,  therefire,  should  be  j wrecks  floating  over  its  surface.  Cases  of  this  sort 
extended  in  like  manner  to  the  prohibition  of  all  have  occurred,  no  doubt  frequently  in  some  of  the 
grants  analog  us  to  those  of  free  fishery,  so  as  rivers,  and  on  some  parts  of  the  coasts  of  Eigl  md, 
effectually  to  preserve  the  rights  and  interests  ofi  The  low  lands  of 'he  Isle  of  Ely  as  it  is  called  have 
navigation  according  to  its  true  intent  and  mean- j undergone  many  changes  and  from  its  exposure  to 
ing.  |the  whole  power  of  the  ocean  it  is  liable  to  under- 

rhe  king,  however,  it  Is  said,  is  the  owner  of  thelgo  many  more.  There  are  m ny  rivers  in  England, 
soil  of  the  beds  of  all  navigable  rivers  as  well  as  ofjas  well  as  tlie  Severn,  which  are  “wild,  unruly,  and 
the  sea,  and  also,  that  beholds  the  soil  covered  j many  times  shift  their  channels,”  and  we  are  told 
by  all  those  great  waters  as  his  private  properly,  j that  “sometimes  the  ocean,  especially  the  narrow 


But  the  extent  of  his  pow'er  of  alienation  over  this 
kind  of  property  is  the  great  question. 

“The  king  of  England,  says  Ld.  Hale,  de  jure 
mar.  31,  hath  the  propriety  as  well  as  the  juris 
diction  of  the  narrow  seas;  for  lie  is  in  a capacity 
of  acquiring  the  narrow  and  adjacent  sea  to  his  do- 
minion by  a kind  of  possession,  which  is  not  corn 
patible  to  a subject;  and  accordingly  regularly  the 
king  hath  th.at  propriety  in  tlie  sea;  but  a subject 
hath  not  nor  indeed  cannot  liave  that  propriety  in 
the  sea,  through  a wdiole  tract  of  it,  that  the  kin^ 
hath;  because  without  a re.^ular  power  he  canuoT 


sea  lying  betw'een  England  and  France,  leaves  the 
English  shove  in  a great  considerable  measure? 
possibly  by  reason  of  some  superundatiou  on  the 
other  eastern  shore,  or  by  some  other  reason  we 
know  not.”  Hale  de Jure  mar.  30.  I have  met  with 
many  cases  upon  iliis  subject,  but  not  one  in  whicU 
the  claim  of  the  individual  to  the  soil  covered  by 
navigable  waier  was  not  evidently  traced  back  by 
grant  or  prescription  beyond  the  date  of  magna 
charta. 

'rhe  king,  it  is  said,  may  grant  fishing  within  a 
creek  of  the  sea,  or  in  some  known  precinct  that 
possibly  possess  it.  But  though  a subject  cannot  | hath  kno  vn  bounds,  though  within  the  main  sea, 
acquire  the  interests  of  the  narrow  seas,  yet  he  may  | He  may  also  grant  tliat  very  interest  itself,  viz,  a 
by  usage  and  prescription  acquire  an  interest  in  so  [navigable  river  lliat  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  the  water 
much  of  the  sea  as  he  may  reasonably  possess,  viz.  j and  soil  thereof.  And  although  the  sea  is  a fluid 
of  a districtus  marts,  a place  in  the  sea  between  ■ iJang,  yet  the  terra,  or  solum  subjectum  is  fixed; 
such  points,  or  a particular  part  contiguous  to  the  and  by  ff»rce  of  a clear  and  evi  lent  usage  a sub- 
shore,  or  of  a port  or  creek  or  arm  of  the  sea.  jject  may  have  the  propriety  >f  a private  riyer;  though 
These  may  be  possessed  by  a subject,  and  prescrib- j the  acquest  of  the  former  be  more  diificult,  and 


ed  in  point  of  interest,  botli  of  tlie  water,  and  the 
soil  itself  covered  with  the  water,  within  such  a 
precinct;  for  these  are  maniorable,  and  may  be  en- 
tirely possessed  by  a subject. 


require.s  a very  good  evidence  to  m ike  it  put. 

* The  right  to  make  wears  is  considered  as  a 
1 proof  gf  tiic  ownership  of  the  soil,  Hu'$  des.  Jl,  2^; 
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Hah  dejuwaAY,  15.  So  the  shore  between  higli 
and  low  water  mark  may  not  only  belong  to  a sub- 
ject in  gross,  which  possibly  may  suppose  a grant 
before  time  of  memory,  but  it  may  be  parcel  of  a 
manor.  And  the  evidences  to  prove  this  fact  are 
commonly  these;  constant  and  usual  fetching  gra- 
vel and  sea-weed,  and  sea  sand  between  the  high- 
W'ater  and  low-w'ater  mark,  and  licensing  others 
so  to  do;  inclosing  and  embanking  against  the  sea, 
and  enjoyment  of  what  is  so  inned;  enjoyment  of 
wrecks  happening  upon  the  sand;  and  such  like. 
Hah  tie  in.  ma.  26,  27.  But  custom  will  not  entitle 
the  subject  to  relicted  land,  or  make  it  part  of  a 
manor.  And  this  is  an  exception  out  of  that  gene- 
rality, possibly,  that  terrcCf  relicts  per  mare  msy 
not  be  prescribed.  But  a certain  creek,  arm  of  the 
sea,  or  districtiis  maris,  may  be  prescribed  in  point 
of  interest;  and  by  way  of  consequence  or  con- 
comitance, the  land  relicted  there,  according  to 
he  extent  of  such  a precinct  as  was  so  prescribed 
of  such  districUis  mavis.  Hale  de  ju.  ma.  31,  32- 
rherefore  the  discovery  of  the  extent  of  the  pre- 
scription or  usage,  whether  it  extend  to  the  soil  or 
not,  rests  upon  such  evidences  of  fact  as  may  just- 
ly satisfy  the  court  and  jury  concerning  the  inte- 
rest of  the  soil.  Hale  de  ju.  fna.  33. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  title  to  such  portions 
of  soil  covered  by  navigable  water,  which  it  is  said 
a subject  may  hold,  ‘‘requires  a very  good  evidence 
to  make  it  out.”  And  we  have  seen,  that  the  erec 
tion  of  any  new  wu  ars,  and  the  like  strong  and  de- 
cisive  evidences  of  a separate  holding  are  positive- 
ly prohibited  by  magna  charta;  and  it  is  held  that 
the  driving  of  a stake  even  in  the  bed  of  a navigable 
river  would  be  deemed  a pirpresture,  and  abated 
accordingly  as  a nuisance;  and  it  is  also  iicld  that 
the  passage  and  use  of  a river  by  vessels,  like  the 
travelling  along  a road,  is  evidence  of  the  right  of 
the  public,  not  merely  of  the  right  of  way  as  in  the 
case  of  a I’oad  but  6t  the  right  of  soil  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  .^nsir  603.  In  consequence  of  which  it 
appears  that  no  title  to  any  soil  covered  by  naviga- 
ble water  has  ever  been  sustained  by  any  solemn 
decision  which  title  did  not  exist  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  magna  charta. 

“If  the  king,  says  lord  Hale,  at  this  day  grant 
portvm  maris  de  S.  the  king  having  the  port  in  point 
of  interest  as  well  as  in  point  of  franchise,  it  may 
be  doubtful,  whether  at  this  day  it  carries  the  soil, 
or  only  the  franchise;  because  it  is  not  to  be  taken 
by  implication — But,  surely,  if  it  were  an  ancient 
grant,  and  usage  had  gone  along  with  it,  that  the 
grantee  held  also  the  soil,  this  grant  might  be  ef- 
fectual to  pass  both;  for  both  are  included  in  it.” 
H le  de  ju  ma.  33.  Lord  Hale  here  makes  a dis- 
tinction between  an  ancient  and  a modern  grant, 
and  gives  us  to  understand  that  the  former  would 
be  treated  with  much  more  liberality  than  the  lat- 
ter, and  that  one  of  his  day,  for  the  soil  of  the  bed 
of  a navigable  river,  would  be  effectual  if  its  ex 
pressions  were  sufficiently  explicit;  yet  in  this  trea* 
tise  of  his,  which  has  been  said  to  liave  exhausted 
the  subject,  and  to  contain  every  thing  to  be  met 
with  upon  it,  there  is  no  instance  of  a grant,  since 
magna  charta  of  land  covered  with  navigable  water. 

Lord  Hale  seems  to  speak  of  it  us  a thing  re- 
markable, that  within  the  bounds  of  the  lands 
granted  by  Alan  de  Percey,  to  the  monks  of  Whit- 
by abbey,  there  were  many  arms  or  creeks  of  the 
sea,  as  Derwent,  Muse,  Esc,  8cc.  which  lands  were 
give  ’ by  a subject;  but  then  Percey’s  charter,  as 
he  tells  us,  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry  the  first, 
long  before  magna  cliarta,  //a/e,  de.ju.  ma.  26- 
In  the  case  of  su*  Sackvilic  Crow  against  John 


Smith,  in  the  exchequer,  tlie  information  stated 
Smith  to  be  a farmer  of  the  lord  Barclay,  and  set 
forth,  that  the  river  Severn  was  an  arm  of  the  sea, 
flowing  and  reflowing  with  saltwater,  and  was  part 
of  the  ports  of  Gloucester  ai'd  Bristol,  and  that  the 
river  had  left  about  300  acres  of  ground  near  Shin- 
bridge;  and,  therefore,  they  belonged  to  the  king 
by  his  prerogative. 

Upon  the  trial  it  appeared  by  unquestionable 
proof,  that  the  Severn,  in  the  place  in  question,  was 
an  arm  of  the  sea,  flowed  and  reflowed  with  salt 
water,  was  within  and  part  of  the  ports  of  Bristol 
and  Gloucester,  and  that  within  time  of  memoiy 
these  were  lands  newly  gained  and  inned  from  the 
S'^vern;  and,  that  the  very  channel  of  the  river  did 
within  time  of  memory  run  in  that  very  place 
M’liere  the  land  in  question  lies;  andtliat  the  Severn 
had  deserted  it,  and  the  channel  did  then  run  above 
a mile  towards  the  west. 

On  the  other  side,  the  defendant  claiming  under 
the  title  of  the  lord  B -rclay  alledged  these  mat- 
ters, wliereupon  to  ground  his  defence,  viz. — 1st, 
That  the  barons  of  Barclay  were  from  tlie  time  of 
Henry  the  second,  owners  of  the  great  manor  of 
Barclay.  2d.  That  the  river  of  the  Seveni  usque 
filum  aqua  was  time  out  of  memory  parcel  of  that 
manor — and  3d.  That  by  the  constant  custom  of 
that  country,  the  flum  aqua  of  the  river  of  Severn, 
was  the  common  boundary  of  the  manors  on  either 
side  of  the  river. 

It  appears,  tliat  the  plaintiff  insisted,  that  the 
Severn  was  a public  river  and  could  not  by  pre- 
scription be  made  parcel  of  a manor,  which  objec- 
tion the  court  overruled,  and  admitted,  thatf  al- 
though all  right  to  such  rivev  is  prima  facie  m the 
king,  yet  it  may  be  by  prescription  and  usage,  time 
out  of  mind,  parcel  of  a manor — whereupon  the  de- 
fendant went  to  his  proofs,  and  insisted  upon  very 
many  badges  of  property  or  ownership;  as,  that  the 
lords  of  the  manor  had  all  royal  fish;  that  they  had 
the  sole  right  of  salmon  fishing,  that  they  had  all 
wrecks,  and  that  they  had  ancient  rocks  or  fishing 
places,  and  v'ears,  or  such  as  were  of  that  nature, 
within  the  very  channel;  that  they  had  at  varinus 
times  and  in  several  ways  leased  out  those  rocks, 
wears,  and  fishing  places;  and  that  by  common  tra- 
dition and  reputation,  as  testified  by  very  many  an- 
cient witnesses,  the  manors  on  either  side  of  the 
Severn  were  bounded  one  against  another  by  the 
flum  aqua.  Upon  this  proof  of  such  ancient  title 
as  alleged,  the  case  was  abandoned  by  the  plain- 
tiff. Hale,  de.  ju.  mu.  34. 

Good  pleading,  it  is  said,  is  in  many  cases  strong 
evidence  of  the  law.  Now  in  this  case  the  defen- 
dant alleges,  “that  the  barons  of  Barclay  were 
from  the  time  of  Henry  the  second,  owners  of  the 
great  manor  of  Barclay,  and  that  the  river  of  the 
Severn  usque  filum  aquae  was  time  out  of  memory 
parcel  of  that  manor” — thereby  referring  in  the  most 
distinct  and  clear  terms  to  tlie  provisions  of  magn.i 
charta;  and  then  in  his  proofs,  adduced  to  sustain 
this  allegation,  he  has  recourse  to  badges  of  pro- 
perty and  ownership,  such  as  the  exclusive  right 
of  fishery  and  the  erecting  wears  in  the  channel 
of  tlie  river,  the  right  to  exercise  which  the  king 
certainly  could  not  grant  since  magna  charta. 

But  is  it  clear,  that  the  king  can  alien  any,  and 
every  species  of  properly  which  the  law  vests  in 
him  in  fee  simple  as  his  private  property?  If  we 
seek  for  an  answer  to  tliis  question  in  the  history, 
as  well  as  in  the  laws  of  England,  we  shall  find, 
that  this  right  of  alienation  has  been  ofien  grossly 
abused;  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  so  generally  ac- 
knowledged, or  so  well  established,  or  so  unlimited 
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as  to  any  particulars  as  might  at  first  he  suppose^l  , provi  ice  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  compatiMe 
— The  case  of  the  bankers  11;  State  trial  136  — j with  their  new  situation,  which  they  could  eni  <v 
i Plow.  hist.  Irel.  177.  | in  England — and  besides,  the  provincial  government 

In  short,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  saying  so  of- 1 was  no  sooner  formed  than  it  specifically  and  by 
ten  to  be  met  with  in  the  Englisii  law  books,  tliat  1 name  adojjted  magna  chavta  and  declared  it  to  be 
an  individual  may  be  the  owner  of  land  covered  by  j the  law  of  the  land — Bacon's  Iutvs,  1633,  ch.  2.  It 
navigable  water,  relates  more  properly  to  those  old  appears  then,  tliat  the  lord  proprietary,  i.nimediate- 
granls  and  titles  acquired  before  the  reign  ofking  ly  on  his  entering  upon  the  exercise  of  his  author> 


John,  than  to  any  of  modern  times,  and  that  the  pro- 
perty of  tlie  king  in  land  so  situated  is  not  that  kind 
©f  mere  private  estate  in  fee  simple  of  which  he  may 
divest  limself  at  pleasure.  But,  it  is  of  the  nature 
of  a public  inalienable  right,  which  it  is  necessary 
he  should  continue  to  hold,  as  a national  domain. 
In  his  political  capacity  of  representative  of  the 
nation,  in  order  that  the  impor.ant  rights  and  in- 
terests of  navigation  maybe  more  securely  andper- 


ty,  was  to  tlie  full  a.s  strictly  limited,  in  his  prero- 
gative, as  the  king  of  England.  Therefore,  with- 
out enquiring  what  the  king  might  have  granted  by 
the  charter,  it  is  clear,  he  did  not  grant  to  lord 
Baltimore  any  prerogative  here,  freed  from  the  re- 
strictions imposed  upon  Englisii  prerogative.  We 
have  seen  that  the  two  chapters  of  magna  charta, 
relative  to  the  subject  now  before  us,  contain  e.x- 
ceptionsor  sivlngs  of  some  rights  antecedently  ac- 


lectly  preserved;  or,  lha.  it  is  one  of  those  private  Iquired;  but  when  the  great  charter  was  introduced. 


rights  so  intimately  blended  with,  and  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  public  rights,  that  it 
ouglit  not,  nor  cannot  be  aliened  and  transferred  to 
an  individiul — I am  persuaded  of  this,  because  the 
assertion  of  the  right  of  alienation,  unaccompiuiied 
by  any  evidence  of  its  ever  having  been  exercised 
for  so  many  ages,  where  there  were  so  many  oppor- 
tunities and  temptations  to  exercise  it,  affords  an 


adopted,  and  applied  as  a restraint  upon  the  regal 
I prerogatives  of  the  lord  proprietary,  there  were  no 
such  previous  rights  here  which  those  saving  clause* 
could  protect;  consequently  magna  charta  operated 
here  as  an  absolute  and  unqualified  restraint  upon 
the  lord  proprietary,  in  all  respects  whatever,  as  re- 
I gards  navigable  rivers  and  the  sea  coasts;  its  pro- 
visions as  respects  such  waters,  and  tlie  lands  which 


exist. 

If  then  the  king  could  not  alien  any  soil  which 
formed  the  bed  of  a navigable  river,  it  would  seem 
necessiirily  to  follow,  that  he  could  not  grant  such 
right  to  lord  Baltimore.  But,  after  having  thus 
far  investigated  the  powers  of  the  king  of  England 
relative  to  this  subject,  it  will  be  necessary  now  to 
enquire,  what  are  tliose  of  the  lord  proprietary;  for 
within  tlie  province,  it  is  admitted,  he  stood,  in 
many  respects,  in  place  oftke  king;  and,  therefore, 
relative  to  the  matter  now  under  consideration,  liis 
powers  and  practice  may  be  found  to  be  essentially 
different,  and  in  many  respects  much  morecircum. 
scribed  than  those  of  the  king  from  whom  he  de- 
rived his  title  and  powers. 

The  charter  of  Charles  the  first  to  lord  Baltimore, 
for  the  province  of  Maryland,  is  not  only  a convey- 
ance of  mere  private  property,  but  also  embraces 
in  it  a grant  of  political  and  regal  powers.  When, 


irresistible  presumption,  that  it  does  not  in  fact  i they  cover,  is  general  and  iinpentive,  without  savJ 
‘ ' ‘ ing  or  exception  of  any  sort  whatever. 

According  to  Ihiaview  of  the  subject,  it  appear* 
that  the  lord  proprietary,  withia  the  province  of 
.Maryland,  stood  in  the  place  of  the  king  and  wy* 
invested  with  royal  powers  ;ind  prerogatives  co  ex- 
tensive with  those  of  the  king  of  England  since 
magna  charta;  but  on  looking  farther  into  the  pro- 
vincial charter  its  provisions  suggest  the  pi-bprie'y 
of  enquiring,  whether  there  are  not  some  clauses 
in  that  instrument  which  maierially  afiect  the  lord, 
proprietary’s  power  over  the  navigable  waters  of 
the  province,  and  which,  in  fact,  deprive  him  of 
the  power  of  aliening  any  land  while  it  is  properly 
and  necessarily  covered  by  them? 

The  second  section  of  the  charter  of  Maryland 
recites,  that,  “whereas  our  well  behwed  and  right 
trusty  subject  Coicilius  Calvert,  baron  of  Balti- 
more, in  our  kingdom  of  Ireland,  son  and  heir  of 
George  Calvert,  knight,  late  baron  of  Baltimore,  in 


therefore,  it  uses  the  language  of  a transfer  of  mere  our  said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  treading  in  the  steps 
private  property,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  such  ■ of  his  father,  being  animated  with  a laudable  and 
expressions  operate  no  farther  than  as  a conveyance}  pious  zeal  for  extending  the  Christian  religion,  and 
from  one  individual  to  another;  and  that  the  whole  ! also  the  territories  of  our  empire,”  and  then  pro- 
is  subject  to  be  controlled  by  the  express  reserva-i  ceeds  to  specify  the  objects  of  the  grant  and  the 
tions  of  the  charter  itself,  and  also  by  those  powers,  j limitations  under  which  they  shall  be  held  and  en- 
and  that  government,  which  was  to  be  called  into  i joyed.  This  charter  is  dated  on  the  twentieth  of.fune 
existence  by  the  charter.  So  that,  although  it ! in  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty  two;  it  was 
should  be  admitted  that  the  king  might  invest  the  j however  ordered  to  be  made  out  the  year  before, 
lord  proprietary  of  a foreign  colony  with  larger  but  the  great  se.d  not  having  been  affixed,  befera 
and  more  extensive  regal  prerogatives  than  those  ! the  death  of  lord  George,  it  was  issued  the  year 


which  he  himself  could  exercise  in  England,  yet 
the  government  which  the  proprietary  is  re- 
quired to  create,  becomes  by  such  creation,  and  by 
force  of  the  charter,  invested  with  power  to  limit 
and  set  bounds  to  the  prerogative  of  the  lord  pro- 
prietary himself. 

By  the  seventh  section  of  the  charter,  the  pro- 
prietary is  invested  with  the  power  to  frame  a go- 
vernment and  to  cause  laws  to  be  made  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  which, 
it  is  declared,  sihall  be  absolute  and  binding,  “so, 
nevertheless,  says  this  section,  that  the  laws  afore- 
said be  consonant  to  reason;  and  be  not  repugnant 
or  contrary,  but,  (so  far  as  conveniently  may  be,) 
agreeably  to  the  laws,  statutes,  customs  and  rights 
of  this  our  kingdom  of  England.”  This  clause, 


following  to  bis  son — and  the  expressions,  “treading 
in  the  steps  of  his  father,”  used  iu  the  recital,  al- 
lude to  the  exploits  of  the  late  lord  George  in  .-\me. 
rica,  which  so  ingratiated  him  with  king  James 
the  first,  that  he  granted  him  the  province  of  Avov 
Ion,  in  Newfoundland,  near  which  he  hud  addevl 
some  new  glory  to  the  British  arms  in  the  war  witli 
France,  and  also  created  liim  baron  of  Ballimore. 
Therefore  a few  facts  and  circumstances,  relative 
to  the  Newfoundland  fishery  and  navigation,  will 
cast  much  light  upon  the  re.seivution  contained  in 
the  sixteenth  section  of  the  charter;  bec:»iise,  it  i, 
ovident  from  this  allusion  to  the  exploits  and  merit. ^ 
of  lord  George,  that  tliose  facts  and  circumstances 
.and  the  nature  of  tlie  scene  on  which  t!uy  were 
laid,andwith  the  grantfor  partof  wliicii  he  ii  ul  h^en 


therefore,  virtually  gave  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  i previously  rewarded,  were  present  in  the  .'rtliul  of  li.C 
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grantor  when  the  cliarter  of  Maryland  was  made 
out. 

The  Newfoundland  fishery,  which  was  first  dis- 
covered or  resoried  to  for  profit  and  mercliandlze 
by  some  adventurous  French  navigators,  in  the  year 
15J4,  was  so  skilfully  and  dexterously  followed  up, 
f om  Uience  f ;rwavd,by  must  oft!ie  civlii?.ed  nations 
of’  Europe,  iJiai.  it  soon  became  an  object  of  great 
TiJiti’  nal  importance  to  them  all,  and  to  none  more 
than  Envlaud.  So  early  as  1548  the  parliament  of 
England  diiected  its  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
passed  an  act  to  prohibit  the.  admiralty  from  exact 
ing  certain  tolis  which  it  claimed,  I.t  1603  there 
xnr>  re  employed  in  this  fishery  annually  two  hundred 
British  ships,  and  upwards  of  ten  riiousand  men. — 
And  in  the  yv“ar  1621  king  James  granted  to  sir 
Grorge  C.tlvert,  afterwards  lord  George  Baltimore, 
ad  th.’it  part  of  Ne\vf.u  >dfand  called  Avolon,  which 
be  took  possession  of  aed  held  many  years.  Af  er 
wards,  in  the  year  4626,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cpiarrels  .c^^iarles  the  first  and  the  parliMnent 
of  England,  -he  house  pf  commons  originated  a bill 
fur  the  maintuinance  and  increase  of  shipping  ai;d 
n 'vigatior,  and  for  the  freer  liberty  cf  fishing 
voyages  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  Virginia, 
and  New  England,  which  way»  rejeded  in  tlie  house 
of  k)rv!.s.  In  consequence  of  which,  a short  time 
al'  'r,  in  a strong  representation  ofgrievances  which 
they  presented  to  king  Charles,  they  insisted,  “that 
the  restrai  it  of  the  subject  from  the  liberty  of  a free 
fishing,  v/ith  all  the  necessary  incidents,  was  a 
great  national  grievance.’^  The  spec’ific  iiature  and 
de'^crintion  of  those  restraints,  thus  strongly  com 
plained  of,  I have  no  where  been  able  distinctly  to 
learn,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that,  so 
far  KS  they  related  to  the  American  shore.s  and  wa- 
ters, they  originated  altogetlier  from  those  royal 
charters,  by  virtue  of  which  the  grantees  set  up  a 
rigb.t,in  exclusion  of  the  residents  of  Great  Britain, 
■uuder  the  construction,  that  having  an  unlimited 
royal  power  over  the  beds  of  rivers  and  the  adja- 
cent seas,  they  had  the  power  to  exercise  an  ex- 
elusive  right  of  fisher) ; and  on  that  ground  assum- 
ed an  autimrity  to  throw  certain  restrictions  in  the 
way  of  the  freedom  of  fishing.  I conclude  that  the 
restraint  alluded  to  by  the  house  of  commons,  must! 
have  been  occasioned  in  this  way,  because  tbeir 
eou’.plaint  seems  to  have  been  grounded  on  the  re- 
jection of  their  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  freedom 
of  fishing  and  navigation  in  tlie  American  waters; 
and  also,  because  if  the  cause  of  complaint  had 
b we  originated  from  the  people  of  England,  the 
courts  of  that  country  could,  and  would  have  inter 
posed  their  authority  to  prevent  and  remove  tiiis 
<‘gruat  national  grievance.’* 

With  the  recollection  of  these  circumstances, 
Ie>  us  now  turn  to  Uie  six-:.eenth  section  of  the  char- 
ter of  Mvryland.  ^fter  authoi  isi  g the  lord  pro- 
prietary to  erect  and  constitute  ports  and  harbors 
for  the  convenience  of  trade,  it  proceeds  thus — 
^‘Saving  always  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
and  'o  all  the  subjects  of  our  kingdom  of  England 
and  Ireland, of  us  our  heirs  and  successors,  the  li- 
berty of  fishing  for  sea  fish,  as  well  in  the  sea,  bays, 
straits,  and  navig  ble  rivers,  as  in  the  harbors, 
bays,  and  creeks  of  the  province  aforesaid;  and  the 
privilege  of  salting  and  diying  fish  on  the  shores 
of  the  SHmeprovince;  and  for  that  cause  to  cut  down 
and  take  hedging  wood  and  twigs  there  growing,  and 
to  build  huts  and  cabins,  necessary  in  this  behalf, 
in  the  same  manner  as  heretofore  they  reasonably 
jnjghi,  or  have  used  to  do.” 

Now  taki:!g  this  reservation  in  connection  with 
eircumsiuHces  ^td  controversies  in  es.ialence| 


and  pending  at  the  time  it  was  written,  it  do^  - ap- 
pear to  rne  clear,  tbai.  all  right  to  ilie  soil  of  the 
beds  of  all  navigable  waters,  together  with  all  the 
incidents  thereto,  were  never  iir  ended  to  be  con- 
veyed to  lord  Baltimore  as  mere  private  prop’ rty^ 
alienable  at  pleasure.  And  the  clause  its  If  fur- 
nishes some  evidence  that  it  wa.s  not  so  intended; 
for  a privilege  on  slnw;  is  reserved  as  aui"cident 
to  the  reservaiion  of  the  right  In  the  water;  tl  e 
privilege  on  t!ie  dry  land  is  evidently  and  from 
the  vei7  nature  of  the  thing  itself^  attached 
to  a more  important  right  and  estate  in  the  sea 
or  river.  It  cannot  be,  that  one  mere  usufructuary 
interest.  Is  tlius  attached  to,  and  upheld  by,  another 
mere  u.snfructuary  interest.  A mere  privilege  is 
always  considered  as  inferior  to  th  it  to  vvhicJi  it  i* 
attached.  'Phe  privilege,  or  use  of  the  shore,  is 
here  attached  to  the  right  of  fishing;  the  right  of 
fishing,  therefore,  includes  in  it,  in  this  case,  some- 
t.hing  more  than  the  mere  use  of  the  waters;  it  com- 
prehends the  inght  of  soil  of  the  bed  of  the  waters  to 
which  the  use  of  the  shore  is  attached  as  one  of 
those  “necessary  incidents,”  the  being  deprived  of 
which,  together  with  the  main  right,  the  house  of 
conmions  had  coixipltined  of  as  “a  great  national 
grievance.” 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  this  would  be  to  strain 
the  words  of  this  clause  of  the  charter,  uVerly  be- 
yond their  fair  and  true  intent  and  meaning.  It  is, 
however,  fair  to  presume,  that  this  charter  was 
drawn  by  some  eminent  lawyer;  and,  therefore,  it 
will  be  doing  no  injustice  to  its  phraseology  to  give 
it  any  interpretation  warranted  by  the  well  known 
adjudications  of  the  time.  According  to  Plowden, 
then,  it  had  been  long  held  as  the  ancient  common 
law,  that  by  the  grant  of  a free  fishery  in  a river, 
the  property  in  the  soil  of  its  bed  would,  and  did 
p.nss — Piow.  154.  Now,  if  a grant  of  free  fishery 
would  pass  the  right  of  soil  in  the  bed  of  a river, 
it  surely  Vfould  not  be  denied,  tliata  reservation  ot 
a free  fishery  would  prevent  the  right  of  soil  from 
passing.  For,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  same 
words  which  would  operate  to  convey  an  estate, 
would  operate  with  equal  e^cacy  when  used  for 
the  purpose  of  reserving  an  estate.  Bu-.,  when  we 
! recollect  the  circumstances  and  the  feuds  of  the 
tiioes,  wiien  this  charter  of  Maryland  was  grunted, 
it  would  seem  to  be  no  more  than  bare  charity  to 
the  grantor,  bad,  and  obstinate,  and  wicked  as  he 
was,  to  allow  that  in  this  instance  he  meant,  by  this 
reservation,  to  yield,  so  far,  to  the  complaints  and 
claims  of  the  English  people  as  to  except  from  this 
grant,  to  his  favorite  Lord  Baltimore,  all  right  ove?* 
tlie  soil  of  the  beds  of  all  navigable  rivers  and  the 
sea  coasts,  together  with  all  rights  which  could  be 
deduced  therefrom. 

This  saving  in  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  char- 
ter is  manifestly  dictated  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
value  and  the  nature  of  the  fisheries  of  the  waters 
of  Maryland;  for,  the  privileges  of  the  use  of  tlie 
shores  as  reserved,  were  then,  and  are  now  wholly 
useless  for  any  fishery  ever  known  in  our  waters. 
But  the  reservation  is  couched  in  general,  com- 
prehensive and  popular  terms,  with  an  evident  de- 
sign to  catch  and  pacify  the  popular  feeling,  then 
so  much  alive;  and  to  shew,  that  tliere  was  no  pos- 
sible new  danger,  or  grievance  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  new  charter,  by  which  the  fishery  speci- 
fically, and  in  legal  contemplation,  the  very  soil 
itself  and  every  thing  relative  to  the  subject  was 
resen’ed  which  the  people  of  England  could  pos- 
sibly ask.  And  from  the  natuixe  and  circumstances 
of  the  times,  when  the  Maryland  cliarier  was  gran):- 
' ed,  it  is  bat  liberal  and  reasonable  sq  Iq  construe 
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this  savin,e^  in  it  as  to  except  out  of  it  the  rig^lit  of  soil 
in  ihe  navig-able  rivers  as  well  as  every  incident 
thereto  which  niij^ht  in  any  respect  be  necessary  to 
preserve  tlie  freedom  of  navigation,  of  fishery,  and 
the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  province  for  t’ne  people 
of  England  and  Irel  and. 

It  is  this  view  of  the  sixteentli  section  of  the  char 
ter  of  Maryland  and  of  what  appears  to  be  its  true 
intent  and  meaning  whicli  has  satisfied  me,  that  the 
lord  proprietary  liad  no  right  to  grant  any  land 
•which  was  naturally  and  properly  covered  by  navi- 
g.ible  water;  and,  therefore,  that  the  land  in  ques- 
tion, which  was  of  that  character,  could  not  be, 
nor  was  not  embraced  by  the  patent  for  Todd’s 
Range,  granted  to  .lames  Todd. 

Before  I take  leave  of  this  point,  however,  it 
seems  to  beneces«ary  to  notice  a matter  ajiparent- 
ly  resting  upon  the  same  principles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shewing  its  dissimilarity  from  the  question 
before  us,  and  of  laying  it  aside — I allude  to  the 
right  to  grant  the  privilege  of  making  wharves  and 
of  reclaiming  land.  The  right  to  grant  the  privi 


the  great  natural  higinvays  « f the  nation,  whitli 
the  king  is  as  much  bound,' as  the  representative  of 
the  nation,  to  protect  and  preserve  from  the  rage 
and  violence  of  the  ocean,  as  he  is  to  guard  tlie 
realm  against  the  incursions  of  a public  cnejoy. 
And  thc;  abs  dute  ownership  of  the  soil  covcrsl  hy 
such  navigable  waters  is,  oftener  than  othi  i ’.vise, 
essentially  necessary  to  enable  the  cli  ef  tnagistra  e 
eff'ectu.ally  to  dischaige  this  high  and  import,  nt 
duty.  Hence  the  correctness  of  the  ma.xlm,  that 
he  shall  be  presumed  in  all  cas^s  to  h.ave  retained 
the  ownership  of  such  soil  until  thecontra.y  is  ex- 
pressly shewn.  There  is  sol’d  sense  and  reason  in 
the  maxim,  which  presumes,  that  neither  t'.c  re- 
public, nor  tlieir  acci-ediled  agents  have  p.irt-d  wi  h 
any  of  the  means  necessary  to  enable  them  to  per- 
form their  duty  to  society  until  the  contrary  is  dis- 
tinctly made  to  appear.  And  it  is  this  ver>'  impor- 
tant (iifi'erence  between  tlte  principles  wf  law,  ,tp- 
p’dcable  to  land  covered  willi  navigable  water,  and 
that  situated  in  the  common  way,  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  necessity  of  a more  accurate,  speci  .1 


lege  of  making  wharves  is  included  as  a necessary  1 and  specific  description  in  a grant  for  the  farmer 
incident  to  the  power  to  create  and  establish  ports  j than  for  the  latter  kind  of  land. 


It  does  not  appear,  thatfne  common  law  recog- 
nizes or  requires  any  peculiar  set  form  of  words, 
as  necessary  to  be  used  in  a grant  of  land  covered 
with  navigable  water,  nor  is  it  any  where  l;id  clov  a 
what  expressions  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  in  such 
a grant;  but,  it  is  clear,  that  its  phras''ology  must 
be  very  descriptive,  strong,  unequivocal,  and  dis- 
tinct. 

“IJnt  it  seems,  says  lord  Il.ale,  the  grant  nfincre- 
menta  mariiima  wild  not  pass  lands  that  often  hap- 
pen to  he  relict  by  the  sea;  because,  that  is  not  so 
claimed;  but  if  the  carrying  of  such  reclamation  j properly  7na?7amunj  .\ud  besides,  tlie 

into  execution  will  injure  the  navigation,  the  grant;  soil  itself  under  the  water  is  actually  tlie  king’s, 
will  be  deemed  void;  ami  if  it  be  not  actually  made  I and  cannot  pass  from  him  by  such  an  incerlaia 
within  a reasonable  time  the  grant  of  the  privilege  1 grant  as  marititna  inevementa;  but  must  pa.ss  a pre» 
will  be  considered  as  lapsed  and  abandoned  and  the  sent  interest.” 

right  of  soil  will  remain  in  the  public.  “But  if  tlie  king  will  grant  land  adjacent  to  the 

There  is,  however,  still  another  very  important  sea,  togetlier  with  a thousand  acres  of  laud  covered 
question  upon  thi.s  part  of  the  case,  to  he  consider-  1 with  the  water  of  the  sea,  as  usual  of  the  same  land, 
ed  and  decided;  for,  it  is  said,  that  the  words  of  See.  adjacent,  such  a grant,  as  it  may  be  penned. 


and  harbors  which  is  expressly  given  to  the  lord 
proprietary  by  this  sixteenth  section  of  the  charter. 
And  even  if  it  had  not  been  thus  expressly  granted, 
the  power  to  improve  the  navigation  by  means  of 
wharves,  grows  out  of  the  nature  ofthings,  and  has 
always  been  recognized  by  the  common  law;  for  in 
England,  as  lord  Hale  observes,  there  are  a thousand 
instances  of  the  kind,  IlcUe  de  jxi.  ma.  85.  And  in 
this  country  such  cases  are  quite  common.  Cy  the 
common  law  also,  the  king  may  grant  lands  cover- 
ed by  tide  water  for  the  purpose  of  tlieir  being  re 


the  patent  of  Todd’s  Range  are  suliiciently  compre 
hensive  to  embrace  this  land;  and  if  so,  it  may  be 
considered,  that  the  patent  is  at  most  only  voidable, 
and  must  prevail  in  a court  of  law  until  it  is  regu- 
larly vacated;  consequently  it  becomes  necessary 
to  enquire,  whether  this  patent  for  Todd’s  Range, 
which  is  couched  in  the  phraseology  common  to 
all  grants  issuing  from  the  land  oliice,  would  con- 
vey land  covered  by  a navigable  water  course 
which  ran  into  tJie  tract.  For,  if  those  expressions 
and  that  special  description,  required  by  the  com- 
mon law  to  pass  land  covered  by  an  arm  of  the  sea, 
be  not  found  in  the  patent  for  Todd’s  Range,  no 
right  to  the  sod  of  the  bed  of  .Tones’  Falls,  so  far  as 
it  was  navigable,  did  pass,  whatever  might  be  the 
powers  of  the  king  or  ot  tlie  lord  proprietary  over 
land  so  siiuuted. 

As  regards  land  covered  by  navigable  water,  the 
presumption  of  the  common  law  is,  not  merely, 
that  it  is  holden  of  the  king,  derived  from  him  in 
one  way  or  other;  but,  that  the  nght  is  actually  in 
him,  until  the  contrary  is  clearly  shewn,  by  some 
grant  or  uiiinierrupied  prescription  in  full  force  at 
the  time.  ^ The  maxim,  that  all  lands  are  lioldaa  of 
the  king,  is  founded  on  feudal  principles;  but  the 
maxim,  that  the  right  to  the  soil  under  the  naviga 
ble  waters  sliall  be  presumed  to  be  actually  in  the 
king,  is  founded  on  a regard  to  the  public  good,  and 
the  interests  of  navigation.  'Fhe  ports  and  liar'oork 
ape  said  to  be  the  gates, 


will  pass  tlie  soil  itself;  a»id  if  there  shall  be  a re- 
cess of  the  sea  leaving  sucli  a quaivity  of  land,  it 
will  belong  to  the  grantee.”  If  ile  de Jtt.  nm.  18. 

In  the  case  of  the  attorney  general  against  sir 
Fidward  Firmer,  2 Lev.  171.  T.  llnym.  2il.  2 JMod. 
106.  It  appeared,  that  a patent  was  issued  con- 
taining these  strong  expressions,  “.ill  the  soil, 
ground,  land,  shore,  and  marshy  land  lying  conti- 
guous to  liie  premises,  which  appear  soiiietinies 
be  inundated  by  the  waters  of  the  sea  covering  it, 
and  which  might,  by  the  relic* ion  of  the  sea,  be 
sometimes  after  recover?.!,  or  otherwise  in  any  nrm- 
ner  whatever,  not  by  limiting,  nor  naming  the  value, 
whether  in  quantity  or  quality.”  After  which  a 
great  quantity  of  land  was  gained  from  ti:e  sea, 
which  the  patentee  claimed  .as  being  contiguous 
and  adjoining,  and  therefore, coming  witl)in  the  c.x* 
press  terms  of  his  grant.  As  to  which,  it  was  said 
by  Holt  for  the  ki’ug,  that  if  these  words  co.iti- 
guous  and  adjoining  were  to  have  the  force  con- 
tended for  by  the  grantee,  his  rights  niigiit  be  ex- 
tended over  to  Denmark;  that  this  grant,  in  order 
to  comprehend  any  part  of  the  sea,  which  was  p.a-- 
cel  of  the  prerogative,  it  ouglit  to  be  expressly 
named;  and  moreover,  tliatat  the  time  this  gr  uit 
was  made,  this  reliction  was  bu‘t  a pos.sibilii}-,  a d 
consequently  no  pre-:ent  interest  p'ussed  by  tlie 
grant.  .Auvi  it  was  held  accordiugh'  by  t’.ie  whole 
court,  that  nothing  did  pas®,  and  ih  a the  p.vjpei-ty 
which  had  been  so  g.iined  by  the  rcUction  of  the 


232  NILES’  TIEGISTER-^DICC EMBER  6,  1 31 7— JUDGE  BLAND'S  OPINION. 


sea,  belognecl  to  D.eking  and  not  to  the  patentee  of 
the  lands  immediately  adjacent. 

Some  additional  light  appears  to  me  to  be  thrown 
upon  tl)is  subject  by  tlie  case  of’the  Abbot  of  Uam- 
sey,  which  was  a contest  about  the  i^ight  to  a piece  of 
marsh,  over  M’hich  the  sea  occasionally  flowed,  Dyer, 
326;  and  by  the  case  of  the  corporation  of  Romney, 
which  was  a controversy  about  land  lying  between 
the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea.  Dyer,  ^2^,  note}  and 
by  the  case  of  Ward  against  Creswell,  which  was  a 
contest  about  the  right  of  landing  fishing  boats  at  a 
certain  shore,  TVillis,  265;  and  also  by  the  cases  of 
of  the  king  against  Smith  and  ot.hers,  Doug.  444; 
and  Ball  against  Herbert,  3 T.  R.  258,  which  were 
controversies  respecting  the  right  of  having  a tow- 
ing path  along  the  margin  of  a navigable  river;  in 
all  of  which,  it  seemed  to  be  tacitly  but  clearly 
admitted,  that  a grant  in  general  terms  of  so  much 
land  calling  for,  or  lying  on  the  sea  coast,  or  the 
i hore  of  a navigable  river,  at  most,  carried  the  gran- 
tee’s right  no  farther  than  to  low  water  mark. 

F;  cm  all  which,  I feel  satisfied,  that  according  to 
the  principle.!  of  the  common  law,  no  grant  from 
the  king,  couched  merely  in  those  general  terms 
used  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  land,  will  or  can 
hr  construed  to  convey  any  part  of  the  soil  of  the 
lied  of  ft  navigable  stream,  not  specifically  and  spe- 
cially designated  in  such  grant;  and  consequently, 
tlial  no  part  whatever  of  the  bed  of  this  stream  cal- 
led Jones’  Fails  passed  from  the  lord  proprietary  to 
J.ames  d'odd  by  the  general  and  common  expres- 
sions of  the  patent  for  Todd's  Range. 

B’.it  are  these  the  principles  of  the  law  of  Mary- 
land, and  have  they  been  applied,  and  are  they  ap- 
plicable  to  tlie  local  and  other  circumstances  of  our 
country.?  All  titles  to  land.s  in  Alaryland,  some  few 
proprietary  leases  excepted,  Lund  H.  A 219,  were 
derived  from  the  lord  proprietary  tliroiigh  the  land 
oflice.  'Hie  patent  for  Todd’s  R,  nge  was  obtained 
in  that  way;  its  true  intent  and  meaning  must,  there- 
fore, be  regulated  and  governed  by  the  rules  and 
principles  of  that  office  so  far  as  they  apply. 

Although  the  word  land,  in  its  legal  signification, 
comprehends  any  ground,  soil  or  earth  whatever, 
as  meadows,  pastures,  woods,  waters,  marsh,  he. 
yet  it  would  seem,  that  terra  or  land,  according  to 
the  more  ancient  law  of  England,  referred  only  to 
that  which  might  be  ploughed,  Co.  Lilt.  4 a.  and 
that  seems  at  this  day  to  he  its  most  current, 
though  not  its  more  comprehensive  and  legal  sig. 
nification. 

Under  the  proprietary  government,  as  well  as 
, under  the  present,  there  were  five  distinct  kinds  of 
warrants  by  which  a citizen  might  have  any  land 
designated  to  which  he  wished  to  obtain  a complete 
legal  title  by  patent.  1st,  a common  w'arrant,  which 
could  afl'ect  only  such  land,  as  was  waste  uncul- 
tivated and  new  in  every  respect — 2d,  a warrant  of 
re?\mvey,  which  w’as  intended  merely  to  correct  the 
errors  of  the  first  survey,  by  including  or  leaving 
out  waste  land,  intended  or  not  intended  to  be  ob- 
tained— 3d,  a special  warrant,  to  include  vacant 
cultivation;  4th,  an  escheat  w^arrant;  and^Stli,  a pro- 
clamation warrant,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
atent  for  any  land  designated  by  any  of  the  four 
rst  kinds  of  warrants,  to  which  the  title  remained 
imperfect  after  a certain  lapse  of  time.  The  three 
first  are  original  in  their  nature  and  operation.  The 
inception  and  commencement  of  title  is  dated  from 
the  original  designation  of  the  land  made  under 
their  authority.  The  tw^o  last  are  derivative  only, 
being  founded  on  a previous  complete  or  incomplete 
title  or  designation  of  land.  And  from  a very  early 
period,  it  seems  to  have  become  a uniform  under- 


standing and  settled  princinle  of  the  land  ofli«e, 
that  there  were  but  two  ki  ds  of  land  which  could 
be  affected  by  an  original  warrant  of  that  office, 
whether  common  or  special;  tliat  is,  such  land  as 
was  vacant,  waste,  uncultivated  and  new  in  every 
respect;  and  such  as  had  been  cultivated  and  im- 
proved, whicli  .shews,  that,  in  that  office,  the  word 
/and  was  understood  in  the  more  ancient  and  cur- 
rent sense  to  refer  to  that,  tl\e  surface  of  which 
might  be  ploughed  merely  by  being  cleared  of  its 
timber. 

That  none  other  than  such  land,  or  than  what  is 
commonly  called  forest  or  arable  land,  was  at  first 
conveyed  by  titles  derived  from  ths  land  office  is 
proven  by  various  facts  and  circumstances.  It  was 
not  usual  until  sometime  about  the  commencement 
of  the  last  century,  and  after  the  greater  part  of 
the  lands  in  the  province  had  been  granted,  to  in- 
clude contiguous  marshes;  in  consequence  of  which, 
after  that  period,  we  find  applications  for  warrants 
of  resurvey  for  the  purpose  of  including  such  lands, 
in  order,  as  it  is  stated,  ‘*to  prevent  evil  minded 
persons  from  encroaching  thereon  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  holder  of  the  upland” — Land,  H A.  147. — 
And  by  the  land  law  of  1699,  it  was  declared,  that 
‘*such  adjacent  marsh  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudg- 
ed absolutely  to  belong  to  the  land  to  which  it  is 
adjacent,  and  be  bounded  by  the  same  courses 
dra\yn  fi  om  the  firm  land  into  such  river  or  creek 
as  the  firm  land  is  bounded  by,  except  in  Somerset 
county,  and  upon  Delaware  and  the  Ocean” — Land, 
H A.  app  IX.  It  also  appears  by  all  the  lord 
proprietary’s  instructions,  that  in  laying  out  lands 
the  surveyors  were  to  make  actual  surveys  bypass- 
ing over  the  ground,  and  in  their  descriptions  of 
the  boundaries  to  refer  to  some  visible  and  tangi- 
ble object  on  dryland,  as  trees  or  the  like;  and  it 
is  observable,  that  a similar  reference  to  visible  and 
tangible  objects  is  made  in  all  the  examples  of  de- 
scription of  boundary  put  in  the  land  law  of  1699; 
and  the  17th  example  concludes  in  these  words, 
**yet,  if  any  of  the  former  courses  come  to  the  ri- 
ver, branch  or  cove,  the  courses  shall  there  deter- 
mine, and  thence  by  the  water  be  bounded  and 
shall  not  pass  aiver,  but  the  owner  shall  be  content 
with  what  land  is  between  such  lines  and  the  wa- 
ter, be  it  never  so  little” — Land,  If.  A.  app.  VIII, 

It  likewise  appears  by  the  repeated  instructions 
of  the  lord  proprietary,  that  the  lands  were  to  be 
so  laid  out  as  not  to  permit  any  one  to  have  more 
than  a certain  extent  upon  a navigable  river,  so  as  to 
give  access,  and  the  advantages  of  such  water 
courses  to  as  great  a number  of  settlers  as  possible 
—Land,  H.  A.  55,  63,  157.  And  it  moreover  ap- 
pears by  the'application  for  the  first  warrant  of  re- 
survey  found  on  record,  dated  26th  October,  1658, 
“that  upon  scrutiny  it  is  found  a considerable  part 
thereof  is  mn  into  and  taken  away  by  several  creeks 
and  coves  of  water-,  it  is  therefore  prayed,  that  a 
warrant  to  resurvey  the  same  after  such  manner  as 
shall  leave  out  the  said  water,  and  if  vacant  land 
shall  be  found  contiguous  to  include  the  same,”— - 
Land,  H.,  A.  148. 

Hence,  it  is  clear,  so  far  as  the  rules  and  proceeds 
ings  of  the  land  law  and  the  land  office  cast  any 
light  upon  the  subject,  that  no  portion  of  the  soil 
under  any  navigable  river  ever  was  understood  or 
intended  to  be  conveyed  by  a patent  in  the  ordina- 
ry form,  in  whatever  .way  it  might  be  located,  or 
howsoever  the  confines  or  boundaries  of  such  tract 
might  be  described. 

But,  in  addition  to  these  evidences  derived  from 
the  old  acts  of  assembly,  and  the  rules  of  the 
land  office,  as  fortified  and  explained  by  them,  the 
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cisr'  of  the  of  M rvhnd  -.t  the  rel  it  ion  of 

Yates  atrainsl  Smith  and  Purvimce — 2 Ha.  & ,\VH 
244 — is  conclusive  to  shew,  that  no  part  of  any  lanrl 
covered  by  a navig'able  stream  could,  or  did,  in 
:iny  case,  pass  by  a grant  which  contained  no  other 
than  the  usual  words  of  conveyance  of  land.  The 
case  was  this;  the  state,  at  the  relation  of  \ates, 
filed  a bill  against  Smith  and  Purviance,  for  the 
purpose  cf  vacating  a patent  which  they  had  ob- 
tained for  a tract  called  Bond’s  marsh  resurveyed; 
because,  among  other  reasons  set  forth  in  the  iufor- 
mation,  the  “vacant  land,  added  to  the  original 
tract  aforesaid,  now  is,  and  at  the  lime  of  obtaining 
the  said  warrant  and  grant,  was  part  of  the  waters  of 
the  north  west  branch  of  Patapsco  river,”  which 
the  defendants  admitted  was  “at  some  tides  co- 
vered with  water,  and  at  other  tides  uncovered  by 
water  and  muddy  ground,  and  in  some  parts  cover- 
ed with  flags”— and  it  was  proved,  that  the  survey 
was  made  on  the  ice,  and  that  it  could  not  have 
been  otherwise  made  but  by  wading  or  having  the 
assistance  of  boats,  and  that  there  was  a large 
space  of  water  between  the  shore  and  the  land  in- 
cluded in  such  survey'.  The  patent  was  declared 
void  T/.ere  is  nothing  in  the  case,  as  reported  by 
Harris  and  M‘IIenry,  which  declares  the  reasons 
and  grounds  on  wliich  the  decision  of  the  court 
was  founded;  but  from  the  manuscript  notes  of  the 
late  Mr.  Jennings,  who  was  of  counsel  in  the  cause, 
it  appears,  that  its  being  a grant  for  the  bed  of  a 
navigable  river  was  one  of  the  objections  made, 
and  much  relied  on  against  the  validity  of  the  p*t- 
ent;  and  his  notes  are  endorsed  thus,  “bill  in  chan- 
cery to  vacate  a patent,  which  included  navigable 
water,  patent  vacated  by  decree.”  Whether  the 
reason  of  the  decree  was,  that  the  land  under  navi- 
gable water  was  not  the  subject  of  a grant,  or  that 
it  would  not  pass  by  the  usual  and  general  expres- 
sions does  not  appear;  but  whether  founded  on  the 
one  ground  or  the  other,  in  point  of  principle,  it 
applies  with  equal  force  against  the  patent  for 
Todd’s  Range,  which  must  in  like  manner  beheld 
to  have  no  wperation,  so  as  to  convey  any  land 
which  was  covered  by  the  navigable  water  of  this 
same  stream  called  Jones’  Falls,  or  the  north-west 
branch  of  Patapsco  river. 

The  chief  point,  and  great  difficulty  in  this  case, 
being  thus  disposed  of,  another  enquiry,  having  an 
incidental  bearing  upon  it,  seems  to  invite  some  lit- 
tle attention  before  we  leave  this  part  of  the  inves- 
gation;  that  is — In  whom  is  the  right  of  the  soil  of 
the  bed  of  that  part  of  the  present  passage  of  this 
stream  called  the  canal  of  Jones’  Falls? 

If  the  canal  be  still  private  property ; if  the  state 
has  no  legal  claim  to  it,  I apprehend  that  it  might 
be  at  any  time  closed  by  its  owners.  And  if  as  has 
been  contended  this  ancient  deserted  bed  has  now 
become  the  vested  private  right  of  the  plaintiff  or 
the  defendant  or  of  bq»th,  the  public  might  be  pla- 
ced in  a most  singular  dilemma.  The  public,  it 
would  appear,  were  originally  entitled  to  a free  pas- 
sage for  a very  copious  and  valuable  stream  of  wa- 
ter, part  of  which  was  navigable,  which  navigation 
the  public  might  have  continued  or  miglit  now  find 
it  very  advantageous  to  restore;  but,  owing  to  the 
ingenuity  of  some  individuals  and  the  industry  of 
others,  in  accelerating  the  operations  of  nature,  the 
public  now  finds  itself  totally  deprived  of  a passage 
for  its  river,  and  also  of  a valuable  part  of  its  navi- 
gation. 

It,  therefore,  occurred  to  me,  that  in  this  case  it 
was  not  enough  for  the  plaintiff'  lo  shev.',  that  he  had 
acquired  a right  in  the  old  bed,  witliout  shewing, 
that  the  state  had  acquired  a right  to  the  new  pas 


sage;  for  it  would  be  difficult,  iji  a case  like  this, 
where  there  is  a manifest  natural  necessity  to  have  a 
passage  for  this  stream  in  one  way  or  other,  to  esta- 
blish the  position,  that  the  state  had  lost  its  right 
to  the  old  channel,  and  yet  might  have  acquired  no 
riglit,  whatever,  to  the  new  one.  A case  like  this, 
of  imperious  natural  necessity,  admits  of  no  possi- 
bility or  doubt;  the  right  of  the  state  lo  a free  pas- 
sage for  this  stream  in  one  w'ay  or  the  other  is  con- 
clusive and  absolute;  and,  therefore,  it  would  seem, 
that  its  indubitable  right  to  the  old  passage  cannot 
be  lost  or  at  all  affected  until  it  has  acquired  a title  • 
to  the  new'  passage  altogether  as  clear  and  incontro* 
vertible. 

It  is  a principle  of  the  common  law,  that  the  state 
as  well  as  an  individual,  may  acquire  an  absolute 
right  to  propert)',  or  to  certain  uses  of  it  by  pre- 
scription, custom,  long  usage  or  by  a tacit  derelic- 
tion of  the  properly  or  the  use,  and  a dedication  of  it 
by  the  original  owner  to  the  use  of  the  state.  Thus 
if  a citizen  have  a public  wharf  unto  which  all  per- 
sons who  come  to  that  port  must  come  and  unlade  or 
lade  their  goods;  in  that  case  there  cannot  be  taken 
arbitrary  and  excessive  duties,  but  they  must  be 
reasonable  and  moderate  though  settled  by  license 
or  charter.  “For  now  the  wharf,  says  lord  Hale,  is 
affected  with  a public  interest  and  it  ceases  to  be 
the  jus  privatum  only;  as  if  a man  set  out  a street 
in  new  buildings  on  his  own  land,  it  is  now'  no  long- 
er bare  private  interest,  but  it  is  affected  with  a 
public  interest.  Hale  deju.  JMa.  77,  78. 

And,  with  regard  to  such  usufructuary  rights, 
claimed  by  an  individual,  the  courts  have,  in  con- 
formity to  the  period  of  limitation  established  by 
positive  law,  laid  it  down  as  a rule,  that  the  person 
claiming  such  right  must  either  produce  a grant, 
or  shew  an  enjoyment  for  twenty  years  at  least  un- 
interrupted by  the  owner  of  the  inheritance,  11 
East,  374;  but  the  right  of  the  stale  or  the  pul)lic 
to  such  property  or  use,  has  been  lield  to  be  estab- 
lished by  a much  shorter  period  of  prescription  or 
limitation.  Tims,  in  a controversy  about  the  right 
to  the  passage  of  the  public  along  a street  leading 
to  the  Foundling  Hospital  in  London,  it  appeared, 
that  the  street  had  been  used  for  fifty  years,  but 
for  the  last  eight  years  only,  the  owner  had  permit- 
ted the  public  at  large  to  have  the  free  use  of  the 
way  without  any  impediment  wliatever.  Lord 
Kenyon  said,  “This  is  quite  a sufficient  time  for 
presuming  a dereliction  of  the  w'ay'^to  the  public. — 
In  a great  case  which  was  mucii  contested,  six  ye^rs 
was  held  sufficient.  If  it  were  otherwise  in  sucii  a 
great  town  as  this,  it  would  be  a trap  to  make  peo- 
ple trespassers.”  11  East  375, note.  So  on  theother 
band,  it  is  laid  down,  that  after  a street  or  public 
highway  has  been  laid  out,  over  lands,  which  are 
the  property  of  the  state,  and  dedicated  to  the  pub- 
lic, the  right  to  such  highway  cannot  be  affected 
or  closed  by  any  subsequent  grant  of  the  right  of 
soil  over  which  the  highway  passes,  JJurr. 

On  these  principles  of  common  law,  it  is,  there- 
fore, my  opinion,  that  tiie  canal  of  Jones’  Falls  has 
been  long  enough  dedicated  to  the  public  for  pre- 
suming a dereliction  of  all  right  of  its  former  owmer 
to  the  public;  and  also,  tiiat  the  streets  and  high- 
ways, that  have  been  laid  out  over  the  old  bed  of 
Jones’  Falls,  so  far  as  it  was  navigable,  and  conse- 
quently, as  1 have  before  shewn,  is  the  property  of 
the  state,  has  been  sufficiently  dedicated  to  the 
public,  to  prevent  any  future  grantee  of  the  state 
from  closing  up,  or  in  any  manner  affeciing  such 
right  of  way  by  any  title^or  patent  emanating  from 
tlie  land  office. 
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Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I am  of  opinion  as  t<J 
this  first  point,  that  the  soil  of  the  bed  of  this  navi- 
gable water  course  now  claimed  by  the  parties  to 
thi3  action,  never  was  conveyed  by  the  lord  proprie- 
tary to  James  J'odd  by  the  patent  for  Todd’s  Range, 
because  king  Charles  the  first  could  not,  consistent- 
ly with  the  provisions  of  magna  charta,  make  such 
an  alienation,  and  therefore  be  could  not,  nor  has 
not  by  the  charter  of  Maryland,  conferred  upon  the 
lord  proprietary  the  power  to  make  such  an  aliena- 
tion; because  whatever  the  king  of  England’s  pow- 
er might  have  been,  the  lord  proprietary  had  no  au- 
thority to  make  such  an  alienation,  the  riglit  to 
land  during  its  submersion  under  navigable  water 
having  been  expressly  reserved  to  the  king  or  for 
the  benefit  of  the  British  empire  by  the  charier  of 
Marj’land;  and  because  whatever  might  have  been 
the  king’s  or  the  lord  proprietary’s  power  in  this  re- 
spect, yet  land  so  situated  under  a navigable  river 
could  not,  nor  would  not  pass  by  mere  general  ex- 
pressions, without  being  specifically  and  specially 
described. 

Having  thus  establislied  this  first  position,  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  land  covered  by  this  river 
WAS  held,  what  remains  of  this  case  is  plain  and  may 
be  condensed  into  a very  small  compass.  The  on- 
ly question  yet  to  be  decided  is,  does  this  land, 
which  was  once  covered  by  the  navigable  water  of 
Jones*  Falls,  belong  to  the  state,  to  those  who 
claim  under  Todd  or  to  either  of  them.'*  This  will 
be  determined  at  once  by  ascertaining  what  is  the 
true  legal  character  of  tliis  new  formation  of  dry 
and. 

It  is  no  less  curious  than  agreeable  and  satisfactory 
to  observe,  v/hat  an  entire  uniformity  of  principle 
has  existed  at  all  times,  and  is  now  to  be  found,  in 
the  code  of  all  civilized  nations  upon  this  subject. 
Tliey  all  recognize  the  distinction  between  the  allu- 
vion, and  the  dereliction  of  a river  or  of  the  sea  from 
its  bed,  they  all  make  the  same  distinction  between 
the  gradual  accretions  to  tlie  banks,  and  the  forma- 
tions on,  or  desertions  of  the  bottom;  and  they  all, 
thence,  deduce  the  same  rights  to  the  new  forma- 
tions. 

Alluvion  is,  as  the  etymology  of  the  word,  from 
ad  and  luo,  imports  a washing  to  the  bank  by  the 
waters.  It  must  be  gradually  produced  by  the  act 
of  the  waters  themselves;  for,  if  it  proceed  from  any 
other  cause,  or  instead  of  being  a gradual  washing 
to  the  shore,  it  be  an  entire  mass  torn  from  one 
place  and  cast  on  to  another,  it  may  be  followed, 
and  shall  continue  to  belong  to  its  original  owner. 
Alluvion  is  given  as  a perquisite  to  the  ripari- 
ous  holder  to  whose  bank  it  is  washed  and  at- 
tached by  the  waters.  The  land  in  question,  in 
this  case,  is  not,  however,  claimed  as  alluvion;  all 
pretensions  to  it,  as  such,  have  been  totally  and  ab- 
solutely abandoned  by  the  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiff; and  in  my  opinion  very  justly,  for  it  certainly 
cannot  be  considered  in  any  respect  as  what  the  law 
calls  alluvion.  Geologists,  it  is  true,  give  to  the 
word  alluvion  a more  comprehensive  sense,  they 
treat  of  alluvial^  as  contradistinguished  from  primi 
five  formations,  and  in  that  sense  alluvion  would 
comprehend  not  only  what  the  law  deems  to  be  al- 
luvion, but  all  the  dei'elictions  of  the  waters,  as  well 
as  all  insular  formations. 

It  would  seem,  according  to  the  most  respectable 
authorities,  that  by  the  Roman  law,  the  soil  of  the 
beds  of  all  rivei*s,  whether  navigable  or  not,  is  given 
to  the  owner  of  the  banks;  like  ilie  soil  covered  by 
those  small  private  streams,  the  middle  of  which, 
according  to  the  English  law,  it  is  declared  shall 
be  the  liae  between  the  properl;y  of  tsba  riparious 


holders.  By  the  civil  law  the  soil  of  the  bed  of 
navigadle  rivers  is  not  held  as  a national  domain, 
but  by  the  common  law  it  is  ul'.vays  considererl  as 
such,  until  the  contrary  can  be  expre.ssly  shewn. — 
And  this,  according  to  all  writers  upon  the  subject, 
is  the  only  difference  between  the  two  codes;  in 
all  other  respects,  and  in  every  other  principle,  as 
regards  this  subject,  they  are  precisely  alike. 

It  is  a principle  of  llie  common  l^w,  and  I be- 
lieve 1 might  add  with  safety,  of  all  civilized  na- 
tions, that  all  derelictions,  or  insular  f trmations  ofi 
or  upon  the  bed  of  any  wa  er  course  whatever, 
shall  accrue  and  belong  to  him,  or  to  the  state 'vl.o 
was  the  ow.ner  of  the  bed  when  covered  w’ith  water. 
In  England,  as  we  have  seen,  tlie  de- dictions,  the 
insular  formations,  and  the  wreck  fimting  over  the 
bed  of  the  Severn  in  some  parts,  were  held  to  be- 
long to  lord  Barclay;  bee  mse,  he  was  the  owner  of 
the  soil  covered  by  the  waters  of  tlie  Severn  in  that 
district  as  parcel  of  his  manor.  And  in  all  other 
cases,  we  have  seen,  that  such  derelictiotis,  insu- 
lar formations  and  wreck  are  held  to  belong  to  the 
king  or  to  the  state  upon  the  same  principle,  that 
the  soil  covered  by  the  water  was  royal  or  nation- 
al domam — ‘*and,  as  lord  Hale  expresses  it,  by 
way  of  consequence  or  concomitance,  the  land  re- 
Ucted  will  belong  to  the  former  owner  of  such  dis- 
irictus  tnaris** — Ualede.ju.  mar.  32.  Alluvion  th eh, 
is  a perquisite  given  to  the  ripaiious  holder;  and 
derelictions,  and  insular  formations,  are  perquisites 
given  to  the  owner  of  the  soil  when  it  shall  be  abaa- 
doned  or  arise  above  the  waters  with  which  it  was 
covered.  If  land  covered  by  water  be  the  proper- 
ty of  the  state  it  shall,  when  uncovered  and  the 
waters  are  removed,  continue  to  be  the  property  of 
the  state. 

These  principles  of  law,  it  appears,  are  univer- 
sal; and,  it  is  believed,  that  whether  our  attention 
be  directed  to  the  waters  of  the  Tiber  or  tlie 
Thames,  the  Rhine  or  to  the  Ganges,  Genioo  laws 
162,  their  alluvion,  their  dereliction:*,  and  their  in- 
sular formations  will  be  found  to  have  been  dis- 
posed of  according  to  tlj,e  same  ruUsand  principles 
of  law.  The  canal  ^it  by  Drusus,  the  adopted  son 
and  the  virtuous  and  distinguished  general  of  the 
emperor  Augustus,  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Issel, 
which  laid  bare  many  miles  of  the  channel  previous- 
ly occupied  by  the  former  of  those  great  rivers,  and 
gave^o  modern  Holland  many  thousands  of  acre.s 
of  its  most  fertile  fields;  and  the  circumstance  of 
the  insular  formation  in  the  Tiber,  began  more  than 
five  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  sera,  when 
the  Roman  people  expelled  the  proud  Tarquin, 
consecrated  his  field  to  Mars  and  threw  the  crop 
they  found  lying  on  it  into  the  Tiber,  where  it 
lodged  and  formed  that  fine  island  called  the  Insu- 
la  Saera,  wbicli  the  republic  adorned  with  so  many 
temples,  alike  indicate  how  extensively  these  prin- 
ciples may  have  operated  in  some  countries,  and 
how  solemnly  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  the 
lapse  of  ages,  and  the  most  venerable  antiquity. 

In  this  case,  the  bed  of  Jones’  Falls,  so  far  as  it 
was  navigable,  never  having  been  granted  to  any  in- 
dividual, the  right  still  continues  in  the  state  to 
the  land  where  this  dereliction  has  taken  place;  and 
therefore,  neither  of  the  contending  parties  now 
before  the  court,  by  any  thing  yet  shewn,  have  any 
claim  to  it  whatever;  and  consequently,  it  is  ray 
opinion,  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover. 

O^j^^Judge  Hanson  then,  immediately  after,  deli- 
vered his  opinion  at  large,  in  which  he  differed  in 
all  respects  from  the  foregoing.  Dorsey,  chief  judge, 
having  been  counsel  in  the  ease  did  not  siK 
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CONGRESS. 

■\\  Asui  GTo.V;  December  2. 

Yesterd:iy  beinpf  the  day  appointed  by  the  consii 
tu'iion  for  the  annual  mee'inj^  of  coiv^ress,  the  mem- 
bers of  both  brancltes  assemlded  at  the  capl.oi  to- 
v-rds  mid-dav,  and  both  hotises  or^ai  ize  I them- 
selves,  and  adopted  the  visual  preliiuinary  rules  of 
business. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

At  12  o’clock,  Mr.  Gaillai-d,  (the  president  pr 
tempore  of  »he  senate  the  time  tlie  senate  last  ad- 
iourn  d)  took  the  cliair. 

On  calliiiK  '’ver  li’e  list  of  senators,  it  appeared 
th-t  the  follotvinp  members  were  present,  viz. 

From  A'tr:-  Ifu’  pshire,  .Messrs.  Morr  1 a Storerj 
from  Rhode- Ishind,  .Mr.  James  Bm  riU,  jr.;  froinC’on- 
necticu*,  Mr.  Davi.l  Da^irett;  from  Vermont,  .M“s-rs. 
James  Fisk  and  Isaac  Tichenor;  from  J^etu  York, 
Messrs.  Rufus  Kinv^  and  Natlian  Sandford;  from 
JS\w  Jersey,  Messrs.  James  J.  Wilson  and  Mahlon 
Dickerson;  from  /'’e/may/rwnza,  M-s  rs.  Abner  La- 
cock  and  Jonathan  Roberts;  from  Virginia,  .Messrs. 
J*mes  Rarho  ir  and  Job  i W Eppes  jVorth- 

Carolina,  .Mr.  Nathaniel  .Macoii;  trom  South  Caro- 
lina, Mr.  Smidi;  from  Geoi'g^ia^  Mi*  Charles  J id 
from  Kentucky,  Mr.  John  J.  Crittenden;  from  len- 
Tiessee,  Air.  John  Williams;  from  Ohio,  Air.  Be' j. 
liuirijles;  from //It/? mm,  Messrs.  W.dler  Taylor  and 
James  Noble;  from  JVIississippi,  Messrs.  1 homas  H. 
Williams  and  Walter  Leake. 

The  new  members  present  having  been  qualified 
(with  the  exception  of  the  senators  from  Alissis- 
siopi,  which  slate  is  not  yet  recognized  by  the 
congress)— the  usual  rules  of  proceeding  and  ar- 
rangement were  adopted.  A committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  president,  jointly,  with  such 
committee  as  the  other  house  should  appoint.  And 
tlie  senate  adjourned. 

December  2.— Mr.  Otia,  from  Massachusetts,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  to  day. 

The  president’s  message  was  received  and  read, 
and  2000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed.  Adjourned. 

IVedneaday,  December  3 — Mr.  Goldsborongh,  from 
Maryland,  appeared  and  cook  his  seat. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  a committee  appointed  on  that 
subject,  reported  a resolution  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi  into  the  Union;  which  was 
read  tiiree  several  times,  passed  and  sent  to  the 
other  house  for  concurrence.  Adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  nirUESENTATIVES. 

December  1. — The  house  was  called  to  order  by 
the  clerk  m the  last  congress,  (Mr.  Thomas  Dough- 
erty) and,  on  calling  over  tiie  roil  of  represema- 
tives,  it  appeared  that  a large  majority  of  members 
were  present,  viz. 

From  J\*ew- Hampshire — Alessrs.  Josiah  Buder,  C. 
Claggelt,  Salma  Hale,  .Arthur  Livermore,  John  F. 
Parrou,  Nathaniel  Upliam. 

From  Jfasaachii setts — Messrs.  Benjamin  Adams, 
Samuel  C.  Allen,  Waf.er  Folger,  jr.  Joshua  Gage, 
Sohn  Holmes,  Marcus  Alorton,  Jeremiah  Nelson, 
Benjamin  Orr,  Albion  K.  Parris,  Nathaniel  Rjggles, 
Z tb'Uel  S.impsoa,  Henry  Shaw,  Nathaniel  Silsbee, 
So!o;non Strong,  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

From  Rhode  Island — .Mr.  John  L.  Boss,  jr. 

From  Connecticut — Messrs.  Uriel  Holmes,  Ebe- 
nezer  Huntingdon,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy 
Pic^in,  Samuel  B.  Sherwood,  Nath’l  Terry,  Thos. 
S Williams. 

From  Vermont — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Samuel  C. 
Crafts,  Wm.  Hunter,  Orasmus  C.  Alerril,  Charles 
lltCQ,  Mark  Ricnards. 


From  j\'ev)-York — Alessrs.  Oliver  C.  Coins, 

D nlel  Cruger,  John  P Cushman,  John  K D.ake, 
Bei  j min  Ellicovt,  Josiah  Hashronek,  John  Herki- 
ner,  Tlcomas  H.  liubb.ard,  M m.  Irving,  Dorrance 
Kirtla  d,  'I'hos.  Lu  vyer,  John  Palmer,  Jas.  Porter, 

J )!m  S vage,  Philip  j Sclotv  ler, 'fredweil  Scudder, 
J'lo  C Spencer,  Henr\  U Siovrs,  J^s.'rallm.adge,  jr. 
John  \V.  T tylov,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Geo.  Townsend, 
Peter  II  Wendover,  Uensellaer  Westerlo,  Jas. 
Wilkin,  lisac  Williams. 

From  JK'eio-Jersey — Messrs.  Bcnj  Bennett,  Joseph 
Bloomfi  Id,  Chas.  Kinsey,  John  Linn,  Henry  South- 
w - rd. 

From  Penmylvania — Messrs  W'illlam  Anderson, 
Vmlrew  B oden,  Is.mic  Darli  gton,  Joseph  Heister, 
Joseph  H ipkinson,  Samuel  D.  I igham,  Wiliium  P* 
Macl-ay,  D vi  1 Marchand,  Roberc  .Moore,  J.is.  Mur- 
ray, Thomas  Patterson,  L:wi  P .wling,  Adam  Sey- 
bei't,  Jacob  Spangler,  Clirisiian  'I’urr,  James  Al. 
Whallace,  John  MMiitside,  Wm.  Wilson. 

F -oin  Delatvave — Mr.  Louis  Mcljane. 

From  JMaryl-ind — Messrs.  Tho-.  Culbreth,  John 
C.  llerberL,  Peter  Little,  Geo.  Pi-ter,  Philip  Reed, 
S.amuel  Ringgold,  S.irauel  Smith,  Philip  Stuart. 

Frorn  Virginia — Messrs.  Whn.  Lee  Ball,  Philip  P. 
B.trbour,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  A.  lJurwell,  E :w’d 
Colston,  Robert  S.  Garnett,  Win.  .McCoy,  Cliarlea 
F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  James 
Pleasants,  .Alexander  Smyth,  George  F.  Strother, 
Henry  Si.  George  'Fucker,  John 'ryler. 

From  A'orth- Carolina — Messrs. Edward.*?, 

Daniel  AI.  Forney,  Tliomas  H.  H. ill,  Geo.  .Mumford, 
James  Owen,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  'Fhos.  Settle,  Jesse 
Slocumb,  J.  S.  Smith,  Felix  Walker,  Louis  M'il- 
liams. 

From  South- Carolina — Messrs.  Joseph  Bellinger, 
Wm.  Lowndes,  Henry  Middleton,  Stephen!).  Al  li- 
ter, Sterling  'Fucker. 

From  Georgia — Joel  Abbott,  'Fhomas  \V.  Cobb, 
Zadock  Cook,  Joel  Crawford,  .lo!in  Forsyth,  M’m. 
Terrel. 

From  Kentucky — Rich’d  C.  Anderson,  jr.  Henry 
Clay,  Joseph  Dosha,  Ricliard  M.  Johnson,  Antliony 
New,  'F .-install  Quarrels,  jr.  Geo.  Robertson,  Tl.os. 
Speed,  David  'Frimble,  David  Walker. 

From  Tennessee — Messrs.  Wm.  Ft.  Blount,  Fran» 
cis  Jones,  Geo.  W.  L.  Alarr,  John  Rhea. 

From  Ohio — Messrs  Levi  Barber,  Pi.ilemon  Bee} 
cher,  John  \V.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Wm.  IT. 
llariison. 

From  Jjonisiana — Mr.  'Fh.omas  B.  Robertson. 

From  Indiana— Mr.  M'm.  Hendricks. 

The  house  tlien  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker.  On  counting  the  vote.s,  it  appeared  that 
of  147  votes  given  in,  there  were  for 

Henry  Clay  140 

Samuel  Smith  G 

Blank  1 

So  that  Air.  Ceat  was  declared  to  be  duly  elect- 
ed Speaker;  and  being  conducted  to  th.e  cliair,  the 
usual  oath  was  administered  to  him  by  Mr.  Bassp:t  i: 
when  the  Speaker  made  his  acknowledgemer.ts  to 
the  house  in  the  following  terms: 

“If  we  consider,  gentlemen,  the  free  and  illus- 
trious origin  of  this  assembly;  tlie  extent  and  mag- 
nitude of  tJie  interests  coinmitt<*d  to  its  charge, 
and  the  brilliant  prospects  of  the  rising  confederacy, 
ivhose  desviny  may  be  materially  affeoted  by  the 
legislation  of  congress,  the  house  of  representatives 
justly  ranks  amongst  the  most  eminent  delibera- 
ilve  bodies  iliat  have  existed.  'Fo  be  afipointed  to 
preside  at  its  deliberations  is  an  exalted  honor  of 
of  which  1 entertain  the  highest  sense.  .And  1 pray 
jyou  to  accept,  for  the  flat lering  manner  in  Vjjdch 
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you  have  conferred  it,  my  profound  acknowledge- 
ments. 

If  I bring  into  the  chair,  gentlemen,  the  advan. 
tage  of  some  experience  of  its  duties,  far  from  in- 
spiring  me  with  undue  confidence,  that  experience 
serves  only  to  fill  me  with  distrust  of  my  own  capa- 
city. I have  been  taught  by  it  how  arduous  those 
duties  are,  and  how  unavailing  would  be  any  efforts 
of  mine  to  discharge  them  without  the  liberal  sup- 
port and  cheering  countenance  of  the  house.  I 
shall  anxiously  seekj  gentlemen,  to  merit  that  sup- 
port and  countenance  by  an  undeviating  aim  at  im- 
partiality; and  at  the  preservation  of  that  decorum, 
without  the  observance  of  which  the  public  busi- 
ness must  be  illy  transacted  and  the  dignity  and 
the  character  of  the  house  seriously  impaired.” 

The  membei's  having  been  severally  qualified  by 
taking  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution,  the 
house  proceeded  to  elect  a.  clerk.  On  counting  the 
ballots,  it  appeared  that  144  votes  were  given  in, 
all  of  which  were  for  Thomas  Dougherty,  who  re 
Burned  his  place  as  clerk  of  the  house. 

Thomas  Claxton  was  then  re-a])pointed  door- 
keeper,  Besjamin  Buhch  assistant  door-keeper,  and 
Thomas  Dckm  sergeant  at  arms,  without  oppo.sition. 

After  the  usual  incipient  proceedings,  and  inter- 
changing messages  with  the  senate,  the  house  ad- 
journed to  twelve  o’clock  to  morrow. 

Tuesday^  December  2 — This  day  appeared,  in  ad- 
dition to  tiiose  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Bateman^  of 
New-Jersey,  Mr.  Claiborne  and  Mr.  Hoy;g^  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia. 

phesipent’s  message. 

This  day  at  12  o’clock,  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  transmitted  to  both  houses  of  congress, 
the  following  message,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jones  Mon- 
roe, his  secretary — 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate 

and  of  the  homse  of  representatives'. 

At  no  period  of  our  political  existence  had  we 
so  much  cause  to  felicitate  oui'selves  at  the  pros- 
perous and  happy  condition  of  our  country.  The' 
abund-tiit  fruits  of  the  earth  have  filled  it  with  plen-j 
ty.  An  extensive  and  profitable  commerce  has. 
greatly  augmented  our  revenue.  The  public  credit 
has  attained  an  extraordinary  elevation.  Our  pre- 
paration for  defence,  in  case  of  future  wars,  from 
which,  by  the  experience  of  all  nations,  we  ought! 
not  to  expect  to  be  exempted,  are  advancing  un-| 
der  a well  digested  system,  with  all  the  despatch  I 
which  so  important  a work  will  admit.  Our  free! 
government,  founded  on  the  interests  and  affections  [ 
of  the  people,  has  gained  and  is  daily  gaining! 
strength.  Local  jealousies  are  rapidly  yielding  to 
more  generous,  enlarged  and  enlightened  views  of 
national  policy.  For  advantages  so  numerous,  and 
highly  imporUnt,  it  is  our  duly  to  unite  in  greatful 
acknowledgements  to  that  Omnipotent  Being,  from 
whom  they  are  derived,  and  in  unceasing  prayer,  | 
that  he  will  endow  us  with  virtue  and  strength  to| 
maintain  and  hand  them  down,  in  their  utmost  pu- 
rity, to  our  latest  posterity.  j 

i have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  an  ar-j 
rangement,  which  had  been  commenced  by  my  pre- 
decessor, with  the  British  government,  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  naval  force,  by  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Slates,  on  the  lakes,  has  been  concluded;  by 
which  it  is  provided,  that  neither  party  shall  keep 
in  service  on  lake  Cliamplain  more  than  one  ves- 
sel; on  lake  Ontario,  more  than  one;  on  lake  Erie 
and  the  upper  lakes,  more  than  two:  to  be  armed, 
each  with  one  cannon  only,  and  that  all  the  other 
armed  vessels  of  both  parties,  of  which  an  exact 
list  is  interchanged,  shall  be  dismantled.  It  is  also 


'agr  eed,  that  the  force  retained  shall  be  restrictet’, 
in  its  duty,  to  the  internal  purposes  of  each  party: 
and  that  the  arrangement  shall  remain  in  force  un- 
til six  months  shall  have  expired,  af.ernoiice  hav- 
ing been  given  by  one  of  the  parties  to  the  other 
of  it  desire  that  it  should  terminate.  By  this  ar- 
rangement, useless  expense  on  both  sides,  and 
what  is  of  still  greater  importance,  the  danger  of  col- 
lision, between  armed  vessels,  in  those  inland 
waters,  which  was  great,  is  prevented. 

I have  the  satisf  action  also  to  state,  that  the  com- 
missioners under  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  decide,  to  which 
party  the  several  islands  ia  tlie  bay  of  Passamaquod- 
dy  belonged  under  the  treaty  of  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  eighty  three,  having  agreed  in  a 
report,  by  which  all  the  islands  in  the  possession  of 
each  party  before  the  late  war  have  been  decreed 
to  it.  The  commissioners,  acting  under  the  other 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  for  the  settlement  of 
boundaries,  have  also  been  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  their  respective  duties,  but  have  not  yet  com- 
pleted them.  The  difference  which  arose  between 
the  two  governments  under  that  treaty,  respecting 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  take  and  cure  fish 
on  the  coast  of  the  British  provinces,  north  of  our 
limits,  which  had  been  secured  by  the  treaty  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  is  still  in 
negociation.  The  proposition  made  by  this  govern- 
ment, to  extend  to  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  the 
principle  of  the  convention  of  London,  by  which  the 
commerce  between  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
and  British  ports  in  Europe  had  been  placed  on  a 
footing  of  equality,  has  been  declined  by  the  Bri- 
tish government.  This  subject  having  been  thus 
amicably  discussed  between  the  two  governments, 
and  it  appearing  that  the  British  government  is  un- 
willing to  depart  from  its  present  regulationsj^  it 
remains  for  congress  to  decide,  whether  they  will 
make  any  other  regulations  in  consequence  thereof, 
for  the  protection  and  improvement  of  our  naviga- 
tion. 

The  negociation  with  Spain,  for  spoliations  on  our 
commerce,  and  the  settlements  of  boundaries,  re- 
mains essentially  in  the  state  it  held  in  the  commu- 
nications that  were  made  to  congress  by  my  prede- 
cessor. It  has  been  evidently  the  policy  of  the  Spanish 
government  to  keep  the  negociation  suspended,  and 
in  this  the  United  States  have  acquiesced,  from  an 
amicable  disposition  towards  Spain,  and  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  her  government  would,  from  a sense 
of  justice,  finally  accede  to  such  an  arrangement  as 
would  be  equal  between  the  parties.  A disposi- 
tion has  been  lately  shewn  by  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment to  move  in  the  negociation,  which  has  been 
met  by  this  government,  and  should  the  conciliato- 
ry and  friendly  policy  which  has  invariably  guided 
our  councils,  be  reciprocated,  a just  and  satisfac- 
tory arrangement  may  be  expected.  It  is  proper, 
however,  to  remark  that  no  proposition  has  yet 
been  made  from  which  such  a result  can  be  pre- 
sumed. 

It  was  anticipated,  at  an  early  stage,  that  the  con- 
test between  Spain  and  the  colonies  would  become 
highly  interesting  to  the  United  States.  It  was  na- 
tural that  our  citizens  should  sympathize  in 
events  which  affected  their  neighbors.  It  seemed 
probable,  also,  that  the  prosecution  of  the  conflict, 
along  our  coast,  and  in  contiguous  countries,  would 
occasionally  interrupt  our  commerce,  and  other- 
wise affect  the  persons  and  property  of  our  citizens. 
These  anticipations  have  been  realized.  Such  injuries 
have  been  received  from  persons  acting  under  the 
authority  of  both  the  parties,  and  for  which  redress 
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has,  in  most  instances  been  wiiliheld.  Through 
every  stage  of  the  conflict,  the  United  States  have 
maintained  an  impartial  neutrality,  giving  aid  to 
neither  of  the  parties  in  men,  money,  ships  or  mu- 
nitions of  war.  They  have  regarded  the  contest, 
not  in  the  light  of  an  ordinary  insurrection  or  re- 
bellion, but  as  a civil  war  between  parties  nearly 
equal,  having,  as  to  neutral  powers,  eqtial  rights. — 
Our  ports  have  been  open  to  both,  and  every  arti- 
cle, the  fruit  of  our  soil,  or  of  the  industry  of  our 
citizens,  which  either  was  permitted  to  take,  has 
been  equally  free  to  the  other.  Should  the  colonies 
establish  their  independence,  it  is  proper  now  to 
state,  that  this  government  neither  seeks,  nor  would 
accept  from  them  any  advantage,  in  commerce  or 
otherwise,  which  will  not  be  equally  open  to  all 
other  nations.  The  colonies  will,  in  that  event, 
become  independent  states,  free  A-om  any  obliga- 
tion to,  or  connection  with  us,  which  it  may  not 
then  be  their  interest  to  form  on  the  basis  of  a fair 
reciprocity. 

In  llie  summer  of  the  present  year,  an  e^ipcdltion 
w’as  set  on  foot  against  East  Florida,  by  persons 
claiming  to  act  under  the  authority  of  some  of  the 
colonies,  wlio  took  possession  of  Amelia  Island,  at 
the  mouth  of  St.  Mary’s  river,  near  the  boundary  of 
the  state  of  Georgia.  As  the  province  lies  east- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  and  is  bounded  by  the 
United  States  and  the  ocean  on  every  side,  and  has 
been  a subject  of  negociation  with  the  government 
of  Spain,  as  an  indemnity  for  losses  by  spoliation, 
or  in  exchange  for  territory,  of  equai  value,  west- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  a fact  well  known  to  the 
world,  it  excited  surprize,  that  any  countenance 
should  be  given  to  this  measure  by  any  of  tl:e  colo- 
nies. As  it  would  be  difficult  to  reconcile  it  with 
the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  the  colonies,  a doubt  was  entertained, 
whether  it  had  been  authorizerl  by  them,  or  any  of 
them.  This  doubt  has  gained  strength,  by  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  unfolded  themselves  in  tlie 
prosecution  of  the  enterprize,  which  have  marked 
it  as  a mere  private,  unauthorized  adventure.  Pro- 
jected and  commenced  with  an  incompetent  force, 
reliance  seems  to  have  been  placed  on  what  might 
be  drawn,  in  defiance  of  our  laws,  from  within  our 
limits;  and  of  late,  as  their  resources  have  failed, 
it  has  assumed  a more  marked  character  of  un- 
friendliness to  us,  the  island  being  made  a channel 
for  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  from  Africa  in- 
to the  United  btates,  an  asylum  for  fugitive  slaves 
from  the  neighboring  states,  and  a port  for  smug- 
gling of  every  kind. 

A similar  establishment  was  made,  at  an  earlier 
period,  by  persons  of  the  same  descripiion,  in  the 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  at  a place  called  Galvezton,  with 
in  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  we  contend, 
under  the  cession  of  Louisiana.  This  enterprize 
has  been  marked  in  a more  signal  manner  by  all  the 
objectionable  circumstances  which  characterized 
the  other,  and  more  particularly  by  the  equipment 
of  privateers,  which  have  annot  ed  our  commerce, 
and  by  smuggling.  These  establishments,  if  ever 
sanctioned  by  any  authority  whatever,  which  is  not 
believed,  have  abused  their  trust,  and  forfeited  all 
claim  to  consideration.  A jinst  regard  for  ihe  rights 
and  interests  of  the  United  Siates  required  tha^ 
they  snould  be  suppressed,  and  orders  have  accord 
ingly  been  Issued  to  that  effect.  The  imperious  con- 
siderations wliich  produced  this  measure  will  be  ex- 
plained to  the  parties  whom  it  may,  in  any  degree, 
concern. 

To  obtain  correct  information  on  every  subject  in 
which  the  United  States  are  interested;  t»  inspire 


just  sentiments  in  all  persons  in  xiuthority,  on  either 
side,  of  our  friendly  disposition,  so  far  as  it  may 
comport  with  an  impartial  neutrali’y;  and  to  secure 
proper  respect  to  cur  commerce  in  every  port,  and 
from  every  flag,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  send 
a ship  of  war,  with  three  distinguished  citizens, 
along  the  southern  coast,  with  instruction  to  touch 
at  such  ports  as  they  may  find  most  expedient  for 
these  purposes.  With  the  exi>  ting  autliovitif  s,  with 
those  in  the  possession  of,  and  exercising  the  sove- 
reignty, must  the  communication  be  held;  from 
them  alone  can  redress  for  pi.st  injuries,  committed 
by  persons  acting  under  t!'^m,’be  obtained;  by 
them  alone  can  the  commission  of  the  like,  in  fu- 
ture, be  prevented. 

Our  relations  vi  ith  the  cth'  r pnwer.s  of  Furopc  have 
experienced  no  essential  change  since  the  last  ses- 
sion. In  our  intercourse  with  eacli,  due  attention 
continues  to  be  paid  to  tliC  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  to  every  otlu-r  object  in  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  are  interesteu.  A*  ovrong  hope  is  enter- 
tained, that  by  adhering  to  the  maxims  of  a iust  a 
candid  and  friendly  policy,  we  may  long  preserae 
amdcable  relations  with  all  thepowers  of  Europe,  on 
conditions  advantageous  and  honorable  to  our 
country'. 

With  the  Bsrbary  states  and  the  Indian  tribes, 
our  pacific  relations  have  been  preserved. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  the  internal  concerns 
of  our  country,  the  view  which  they  exhibit  is  pe- 
culiarly gratifying.  The  payments  which  have 
been  made  into  the  trea.siiry  show  the  very  produc- 
tive state  of  the  public  revenue.  After  satisfying 
the  appropriations  made  by  law  for  the  support  of 
the  civil  government  and  of  the  military  and  naval 
establishments,  embracing  suitable  provision  for 
fortification  and  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  na- 
VV’  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  ex- 

tinguishing more  than  eighteen  millions  of  the  prin- 
cipal, within  the  present  year  it  is  estimated  that 
a balance  of  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars  will 
remain  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  dav  of  Januaiy, 
applicable  to  the  current  service  of  the  ensuinV 
year. 

The  payments  into  the  treasury  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  on  ac- 
count ot  imports  and  tonnage,  resulting  principally 
from  duties  which  have  accrued  in  the  present  year, 
may  be  fairly  estimated  at  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars; internal  revenues,  at  two  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand;  public  lands,  at  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand;  bank  dividends  and  incidental 
receipts,  at  five  hundred  thousand;  making  in  the 
whole  twenty-four  millions  and  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  annual  permanent  expenditure  for  the  sup- 
port  of  the  civil  government,  and  of  the  army  and 
navy,  as  now  established  by  law,  amounts  to  eleven 
millions  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  for 
the  sinking  fund,  to  ten  millions;  making  in  the 
whole,  twenty-one  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars;  leaving  an  annual  excess  of  revenue 
beyond  the  expenditure,  of  two  millions  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  balance 
estimated  to  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of 
Jai'iuary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  the  whole 
of  the.  Louisiana  debt  may  be  redeemed  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hiuidred  and  nineteen;  after 
which,  if  the  public  debt  continues  as  it  now'  is,  tbove 
par,  there  will  be  annually  about  five  millions  of  the 
(-inking  fund  unexpended,  until  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenly-nve,  when  the  loan 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  rad  tire 
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Stock  created  by  funding  treasury  notes,  will  be 
redeemable. 

It  is  also  estimated  that  the  Mississippi  stock 
will  be  discharged  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  assigned  to  that  object,  after 
which  the  receipts  from  those  lands  will  annu'dly 
add  to  the  public  revenue  the  sum  of  oite  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  making  the  perma 
nent  annual  revenue  amount  to  twenty-six  millions 
of  dollars,  and  leaving  an  annual  excess  of  revenue, 
after  the  year  one  thousAnd  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  beyond  the  permanent  authorized  expen- 
diture, of  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars. 

By  the  last  returns  to  the  department  of  war 
the  militia  force  of  the  several  states  may  be  esti- 
mated at  eight  hundred  thousand  men,  infantry, 
artillery  and  cavalry.  Great  part  of  this  force  is 
armed,  and  measures  are  taken  to  arm  the  wlmle. 
An  improvement  in  the  organization  and  discipline 
of  the  militia,  is  one  of  the  great  objects  which 
claims  the  unremitted  attention  of  congress. 

The  regular  force  amounts  nearly  to  the  number 
required  by  law,  and  is  stationed  along  the  Atlan- 
tic and  inland  frontiers. 

Of  the  naval  force,  it  has  been  necessary  to  main- 
tain strong  squadrons  in  the  Mediterranean  and  in 
the  Gulph  of  Mexico. 

From  several  of  tlie  Indian  tribes,  inhabiting  the 
counti’y  bordering  on  lake  Erie,  purchases  have 
been  made  of  lands  on  conditions  very  favorable  to 
the  United  States,  and,  as  it  is  presumed,  not  less 
so  to  the  tribes  themselves. 

By  these  purchases,  the  Indian  title,  with  mode- 
rate reservations,  has  been  extinguished  to  the 
wide  of  the  land  within  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  to 
a great  psrt  of  that  in  Michigan  territory,  and  of 
the  state  of  Indiana.  From  the  Cherokee  tribe  a 
tract  has  been  purchased  in  the  state  of  Georgia, 
and  an  arrangement  made,  by  which,  in  exchange 
for  lands  beyond  the  Mississippi,  a great  part  if  not 
the  whole  of  the.iand  belonging  to  the  tribe,  ept- 
ward  of  that  river  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  Tennessee,  and  in  the  Alabama  terri- 
tory, will  soon  be  acquired.  By  these  acquisitions, 
and  others  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  soon 
to  follow,  we  shall  be  enableti  to  extend  our  setlle- 
menls  from  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
along  lake  Erie,  into  the  Michigan  territory,  and  to 
connect  our  settlements  by  degrees,  through  the 
state  of  Indiana  and  the  Illinois  territory,  to  that  of 
Missouri.  A similar  and  equally  advantageous  effect 
will  soon  be  produced  to  the  south,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  states  and  territory  which  border 
on  the  waters  emptying  into  the  Mississippi  andl^he 
Mobile.  In  this  progress,  which  the  rights  of  na 
lure  demand,  and  nothing  can  prevent,  marking  a 
growth,  rapid  and  gigantic,  it  is  our  duty  to  make 
new  efforts  for  the  preservation,  improvement  and 
civilization  of  the  native  inhabitants.  The  hunter 
stale  can  exist  only  in  the  vast,  uncultivated  desert. 
It  yields  to  the  more  dense  and  compact  form,  and 
greater  force  of  civilized  population:  and  of  right 
it  ought  to  yield,  for  the  earth  was  given  to  man- 
kind to  support  the  greatest  number  of  which  it  is 
capable,  and  no  tribe  or  people  have  a rigiu  to  with 
hold  from  the  wants  of  others  more  than  is  neces 
sary  for  their  own  support  and  comfort.  It  is  gra 
tifying  to  know  that  the  reservation  of  land  made 
by  the  treaties  with  the  tribes  on  lake  Erie,  were 
made  with  a view  to  individual  ownership  among 
them,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  by  all,  and 
that  an  annual  stipend  has  been  pledged  to  supply 
their  other  wants.  U will  merit  the  consideration  of 


congress,  whet!  erothe»' provision,  not  stipulated  by 
the  treaty,  ought  to  he  made  for  these  tribes  and  for 
Mie  advancement  of  the  liberal  and  liumane  policy 
of  tlie  United  States  towards  all  the  tribes  within 
our  limits,  and  more  particularly  for  their  improv- 
ment  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life, 

Arrong  the  advantages  incident  to  these  purcha- 
ses, and  to  those  which  have  preceded,  the  secu« 
rity  which  may  thereby  be  afforded  to  our  inland 
frontiers,  is  peculiarly  important.  With  a strong 
barrie\  consisting  of  our  own  oeople,  thus  planted 
on  the  lakes,  the  Mississippi  and  the  Mobile,  with 
the  protection  to  be  derived  from  the  regular  force, 
Indian  hostilities,  if  they  do  not  aUogethtr  cease, 
will  henceforth  lose  their  terror.  Fortifications  In 
those  quarters,  to  any  extent,  will  not  be  necessa- 
ry, and  the  expense  r.ttending  them  may  be  saved. 
A people  .accustomed  to  the  use  of  fire  arms  only, 
as  the  Indian  tribes  are,  will  shun  even  mode:  Ate 
works,  which  are  defended  by  cannon.  Great  for- 
tifications will,  therefore,  be  requisite  only,  in  fu- 
ture, along  the  coast,  and  at  some  points  in  the 
interior,  connected  with  it.  On  these  will  the  safe- 
ty of  towns,  and  the  commerce  of  onr  great  rivers, 
from  the  bay  of  Fundy  to  the  Mississippi,  depend. 
On  these,  therefore,  should  the  utmost  attention, 
skill  and  labor,  be  bestowed. 

A considerable  and  rapid  augmentation  in  the 
value  of  all  the  public  lands,  proceeding  from  these 
and  otlier  obvious  causes,  may  henceforward  be  ex- 
pected. The  difficulties  attending  early  emigra- 
tions, will  be  dissipated  even  in  the  most  remote 
parts.  Several  new  slates  have  been  admitted  into 
our  union,  to  tlie  west  and  south,  and  territorial  go- 
vemments,  happily  organized,  established  ove 
e very  other  portion  in  which  there  is  vacant  land 
for  sale.  In  terminating  Indian  hostilities,  as  must 
soon  be  done,  in  a formidable  shape  at  least,  the 
emigration,  which  has  heretofore  been  gi'eat,  will 
probably  increase,  and  the  demand  for  land,  and 
the  augmentation  in  its  value,  be  in  like  proportion. 
The  great  increase  of  our  population  throughout 
the  union  M'ill  alone  produce  an  important  effect, 
and  in  no  quarter  will  it  be  so  sensibly  felt  as  in  those 
in  contemplation.  The  public  lands  are  a public 
stock,  which  ought  to  be  disposed  of  to  tlie  best 
advantage  for  the  nation.  The  nation  should,  there- 
fore,derive  the  profit  proceeding  from  the  continual 
rise  in  their  value.  Every  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  the  emigrants,  consistent  with  a fair  com- 
petition between  them,  but  that  competition  should 
operate  in  the  first  sale  to  the  advantage  of  the  na- 
tion rather  than  of  individuals.  Great  capitalists 
will  derive  all  the  benefit  incident  to  their  superior 
wealth,  under  any  mode  of  sale  which  may  be  adopt- 
ed. But  if,  looking  forward  to  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
the  public  land-s,  they  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  am?sslng,  at  a low  price,  vast  bodies  in  their 
hands,  the  profit  will  accrue  to  them,  and  not  to 
the  public.  They  would  also  have  the  power,  in 
that  degree,  to  control  the  emigration  and  settle- 
ment in  such  a manner  as  their  opinion  of  their  re- 
spective interests  might  dictate.  I submit  this 
subject  to  the  consideration  of  congress,  that  such 
further  provision  may  be  made  on  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  with  a view  to  the  public  interest, 
:ihouldany  be  deemed  expedient,  as  in  their  judg- 
ment may  be  best  adopted  to  the  object. 

When  we  consider  the  vast  extent  of  territory 
within  the  United  States,  the  great  amount  and  va- 
lue of  its  productions,  the  connection  of  its  parts, 
and  other  circumstances,  on  whicli  their  prosperity 
and  happiness  depend,  we  cannot  fail  to  entertaia 
u high  sense  of  the  advantage  to  be  derived  fi^m 
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tlie  faciliry  which  may  be  afforded  in  the  inter-i 
course  between  them  by  means  of  good  roads  andj 
canals.  Never  did  a country  of  such  vast  extentj 
offer  < qual  inducements  to  improvements  of  thiSj 
kind,  nor  ever  were  cons- quences  of  such  magni- 
tude involved  m them.  As  this  subject  was  acted 
on  by  congress  at  the  Iasi  session,  and  there  maybe 
a disp  )S!tion  to  revive  it  at  present,  I have  brought 
it  into  view  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  my 
sentiments  on  a very  important  circumstance  con- 
nected with  it,  with*  that  freedom  and  candor  whicl* 
a rejiard  for  the  public  interest  and  a proner  rcspec* 
for  congress  require — A difference  of  opinion  has 
existed,  from  tlie  first  formation  of  our  constitu- 
tion lo  the  presf'nt  time,  among  our  most  enlight 
en^d  and  vii  Uious  ciiizens,  respecting  the  right  of 
congress  to  establish  such  a system  of  improve- 
ment. Taking  into  view  the  trust  with  which  I am 
now  honored,  it  would  be  improper,  after  what  has 
passed,  that  this  discussion  should  be  revived,  with 
an  uncertainty  of  my  opinion  respecting  the  right. 
Disregarding  early  impressions,  1 have  bestowed  on 
the  subject  all  the  deliber.it ion  which  its  great  im- 
portance, an  I a just  sense  of  my  duty,  required— 
and  the  result  is  a settled  conviction  in  my  mind,that 
congress  do  not  possess  the  right.  It  is  not  con- 
tained in  any  of  the  specified  powers  grantetl  to 
congress;  nor  can  1 consider  it  incidental  to,  or  a 
necessary  mean,  viewed  on  the  most  liberal  scale, 
for  carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  powers  wliicli  are 
specifically  granted.  In  communicating  this  result, 

1 cannot  resist  the  obligation  which  1 feel  to  sug- 
gest to  congress  the  propriety  of  recommending  to 
the  states  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  which  shall  give  to  congress  the  right 
in  question.  In  cases  of  doubtful  construction,  es- 
. pecjally  of  such  viW.  interest,  it  comports  with  the 
nature  and  origin  of  our  institutions,  and  will  con- 
tribute much  to  preserve  them,  to  apply  to  our  con- 
stituents for  an  explicit  grant  of  the  power.  We 
may  confidently  rely,  that  if  it  appears  to  their  sa- 
tisfaction that  the  power  is  necessary,  it  will  be 
granted. 

In  this  case  I am  happy  to  observe,  that  expe- 
rience has  afforded  tlie  most  ample  proof  of  its 
utility,  and  that  the  benign  spirit  of  conciliation 
and  hinnony,  which  now  manifests  itself  through- 
out our  union,  promises  to  such  a recommendation 
the  most  prompt  and  favorable  result.  I think  pro- 
per to  suggest  also,  in  case  this  measure  is  adopted, 
that  it  be  recominended  to  tlie  states  to  inclu^ie, 
in  the  amendment  sought,  a right  in  congress  to 
institute,  likewise,  seminaries  of  learning,  for  the 
all  important  purpose  of  diffusing  knowledge 
among  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  the  United 
Staves. 

Ovir  manufactories  will  require  the  continued  at- 
tention of  congress.  Tiie  capital  e.nployed  i.: 
tiiem  is  considerable,  and  tiie  knowledge  required 
in  the  machinery  and  fabric  of  all  the  most  useful 
manufactures,  is  of  great  value. — Their  preserva- 
tion, whicii  depends  on  due  encouragement,  is  con- 
nected with  the  high  interests  of  the  nation. 

Alt'»ough  die  progress  of  the  public  buildings 
has  been  as  favorable  as  circumstances  have  per- 
mitted, it  is  to  be  regretted  the  Cajii  ol  is  not  yet 
in  a state  to  receive  you.  I'iiere  is  good  cause  to 
pu-esUiue,  that  the  two  wings,  the  only  parts  as  yei 
commenced,  will  be  prepared  for  that  purpose  the 
next  session.  The  time  seem.s  now  to  have  arrived, 
w.ie.k  tiiis  subject  may  be  deemed  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  congress,  on  a scale  adequate  to  national 
purposes.  Tne  completion  of  the  middle  building 
be  necessary  te  the  cenveuient  accoininodaiion 


of  congress,  of  the  committees,  and  various  offices 
belonging  to  it.  It  is  evident  that  the  other  public 
buildings  are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  several  executive  departments;  some 
of  whom  are  much  crowded,  and  even  subject  to  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  it  in  private  buildings  at  some 
distance  from  the  head  of  the  department,  and  with 
inconvenience  to  the  management  of  thepublic  busi- 
ness Most  nations  have  taken  an  interest  and  a pride 
in  the  improvement  and  ornttincnt  of  their  metropo- 
lis, and  none  were  more  conspicuous  in  that  respect 
than  the  ancient  republics.  The  policy  wliich  dic- 
tated the  establishment  of  a permanent  residence 
for  the  national  government,  and  the  spirit  in  which 
it  was  commenced  and  has  been  prosecuted,  show 
that  such  improvement  was  thought  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  this  nation.  Its  central  position  between 
the  northern  and  southern  extremes  of  our  union, 
and  its  approach  to  the  west,  at  the  head  of  a great 
navigable  river,  which  interlocks  with  the  western 
waters,  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  councils  which 
established  it. 

Nothing  appears  to  be  more  reasonable  and  pro- 
per, than  that  convenient  accommodation  should 
be  provided,  on  a well  digested  plan,  for  the  heads 
of  the  several  departments,  and  for  the  attorney 
general;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  pullc  ground  in 
the  city,  applied  to  these  objects,  will  be  found  am- 
ply sufficient.  I submit  this  subject  to  the  consi- 
deration of  congress,  that  such  provision  maybe 
made  in  it,  as  to  them  may  seem  proper. 

Ill  contemplating  the  happy  situation  of  the  Unit- 
-ed  States,  our  attention  is  drawn,  with  peculiar 
interest,  to  the  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of 
our  revolutionary  army,  who  so  eminently  contri- 
buted, by  their  services,  to  lay  its  foundation. 
Most  of  those  very  meritorious  citizens  have  paid 
the  debt  of  nature  and  gone  to  repose.  It  is  be- 
lieved, that  among  the  survivors,  there  are  some 
not,  provided  for  by  existing  laws,  who  are  reduced 
to  indigence^  and  even  to  real  distress.  These 
men  have  a claim  on  the  gratitude  of  their  country, 
and  it  will  do  honor  lo  their  country  to  provide  for 
them. — Tlie  lapse  of  a few  years  more,  and  the  op- 
portunity will  be  forever  lost;  indeed,  so  long  al- 
ready has  been  the  interval,  that  the  number  to  be 
benefitted  by  any  provision  which  may  be  made’, 
will  not  be  great. 

It  appearing  in  a satisfactory  manner  that  the  re- 
venue arising  from  imposts  and  tonnage,  and  fixim 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  will  be  fully  adequate 
to  the  support  of  the  civil  gQvernrnenl,  of  the  pre- 
sent military  and  naval  establishments,  including 
iheanual  augmentation  of  the  latter,  to  the  extent 
provided  for,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  and  to  the  extinguishment  of  it  at  the 
times  au‘horized,  without  the  aid  of  the  internaj 
taxes,  I consider  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  con- 
gress their  repeal.  To  impose  taxes,  when  the 
public  exigences  require  them,  i.s  an  obligation  of 
tlie  most  sacred  character,  especially  with  a ffee 
people.  The  faithful  fulfilment  of  it  is  among  the 
highest  proofs  of  tlieir  virtue,  and  capacity  for  self- 
government.  To  dispense  with  taxes,  when  it  may 
be  done  with  perfect  safety,  is  equally  the  duty  of 
their  representatives.  In  this  instance  we  have  the 
satisfaction  to  know  tliat  they  were  imposed  when 
the  demand  was  imperious,  and  have  been  sustain- 
ed with  exemplary  fidelity.  1 liave  to  add,  that, 
however  gratifying  it  may  be  to  me,  regarding  the 
prosperous  and  happy  condition  of  our  country,  to 
recommend  the  repeal  of  these  taxes  at  this  time^ 
I shall,  nevertheless,  be  attentive  to  events,  and 
should  any  future  emergency  occur,  be  not  less 
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prompt  to  suggest  such  measures  and  burthens,  as 
may  then  be  requisite  and  proper. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

''  Five  thousand  copies  of  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent was  then  ordered  to  be  printed--*ancl  the  house 
adjourned. 

yVednesday,  December  3.— Four  other  members 
attended  and  were  qualified,  viz.  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr.  Sergeant;  from  Virginia,  Goodwyn  and  T, 
M.  JVelsoni  from  South-Carol  in  a,  Mr.  JVesbitt. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
John  Gardner,  chief  clerk  in  the  general  land  office, 
accompanied  by  two  copies  of  a map  of  the  bounty 
land  in  the  Illinois  territory,  engraved  for  the  use 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smithy  of  Md.  the  several  stand- 
ing committees  (nineteen  in  number)  were  ordered 
to  be  appointed.  The  Speaker  appoints  them. 

Mr.  Taylovy  of  N.  Y.  offered  a series  of  resolu- 
tions, relative  to  subjects  mentioned  in  the  presi- 
dent’s message,  which  shall  be  attended  to  hereaf- 
ter. Adjourned. 


^^How  to  get  ^em  out.^^ 

^It  was  the  fortune”  of  the  editor  of  this  paper, 
to  be  an  officer  of  the  navy  during  the  late  war.— 
He  was  attached  to  the  squadron  under  com- 
modore Decatur,  at  the  time  he  was  blockaded  in 
the  harbor  of  New  London.  During  the  blockade 
frequent  communications  were  held  with  the  enemy, 
sanctioned  by  flags  of  truce.  At  one  time  his  force 
off  the  harbor  consisted  of  a 74,  2 frigates,  and  a 
sloop  of  war,  viz:— the  Ramilies,  74,  com.  Hardy; 
Kndymion,  40,  capt.  Hope;  Statira,  38,  capt.  Slack- 
pole;  Loup  Cervier,  (formerly  the  American  Wasp) 
16,  capt. . Our  fleet,  in  the  harbor,  con- 

sisted of  the  United  States,  44,  com.  Decatur; 
Macedonian,  38,  captain  Jones,  and  Hornet  16, 
capt.  Biddle.  At  the  close  of  a conference  held 
on  board  the  frigate  United  StaUs,  a British  officer, 
who  had  been  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  com. 
Hardy  to  com.  Decatur,  complained  very  much  of 
the  sedentary  duty  they  were  compelled  to  perform; 
that  his  commodore  did  not  know  «7ioxp  to  get  vs 
•uty*  and  that  they  were  all  tired  of  the  station, 
as  they  were  deprived  of  opportunities  to  signalize 
themselves.  “To  signalize  yourselves!”  (replied 
an  American  officer)  “Why  sir,  your  commodore 
may  have  an  immediate  opportunity,  if  he  is  dis- 
posed.” How  so?”  asked  the  British  officer. 

“Why,  let  the  Ramilies  get  under  way  and  put  to 
sea,  and  if  you  do  not  have  an  opportunity,  wind  and 
weather  permitting,  in  less  than  20  glasses  after,  1 
will  forfeit  my  commission.”  The  British  officer, 
en  his  return,  communicated  the  substance  of  this 
conversation  to  com.  Hardy,  who  immediatdy 
communicated  it  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
different  ships  under  his  command.  Capt.  Hope 
was  overjoyed  at  the  news;  capt.  Stackpole  said, 
“’pon  honour  this  is  the  best  news  I have  heard  for 
some  time.” — In  the  ecstacy  of  joy  it  was  agreed 
that  the  Ramilies  should  put  to  sea  immediately. — 
The  commodore,  however,  thought  proper  to  give 
the  contemplated  euterprize  a few  days  considera- 
tion, when  it  was  ultimately  agreed  upon  not  to 
hazard  a rencontre,  as  the  United  States  was  a line 
of  battle  ship!  the  Macedonian,  a 44  gun  frigate! 
and  the  Hornet  a sloop  of  war  of  the  largest  class' 
Thus  were  frustrated  their  ardent  hopes  of  **signa- 
lizing  themselves^ 

The  foregoing,  from  the  pen  of  an  uncouth  sea- 
man, ^^little  bless*  divith  the  set  phrase  of  peace**  may, 
tyith  Mr.  Niles’  masterly  pen,  very  easily  be  imhued 


tvith  **u7iion  of  -wit  and  sentiment,**  go  as  to  render  it 
not  unacceptable  to  his  numerous  reaclr  r.g. 

Berks  and  Schuylkill  Joi/rna*. 

Od^The  above  has  an  immediate  reference  to  an 
anecdote  that  was  published  in  the  Rkoisteu  a few 
weeks  ago.  The  editor  thanks  the  “seaman”  fur 
his  compliment,  but  acknowledg  es  himself  incapa- 
ble ofsharpeningthe point  or  moulding  the  sentiment 
of  the  preceding,  any  better  than  it  is.  It  is  really 
a “good  thing,”  and  tends  to  shew  what  was  tlie  uni- 
verbal  sentiment  of  Americans — that  the  way  to  *‘get 
*em  out**  w'as  always  at  the  option  of  the  enemy,  by 
leaving  before  New  London  an  equality  of  force.— 
But — “they  knew  a trick  worth  two  of  that.” 


Russia. 

FROM  THK  SALEM  HEOISTER. 

Since  the  new  order  of  things  the  Russians  have 
borrowed  from  Europe  not  only  its  higher  sciences, 
but  all  the  familiar  means  of  diffusing  just  such 
knowledge  as  the  government  might  find  to  be 
profitable.  The  Petersburgh  Gazette,  the  oldest 
in  Russia,  has  been  published  in  Russia,  and  Ger- 
man, under  the  academy  of  sciences,  embracing  all 
foreign  affairs,  and  such  commercial  notices  as  the 
interest  and  convenience  of  commerce  might  re- 
quire. The  Northport  or  New  Gazette,  twice  % 
week,  began  in  1809  under  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior, for  the  purpose  of  the  police,  and  for  such 
other  objects  as  the  tranquility  of  Russia  might 
admit.  'I'he  Russian  Invalid,  which  had  as  its  first 
object  military  affars,  appeared  in  1813,  continued 
till  1815,  and  contained  all  the  military  arrange- 
ments and  documents  of  the  empire,  with  such  use 
of  the  papers  of  Hamburg  and  Berlin  as  might  ful- 
fil its  purpose.  To  this  was  ad  » i the  Patriot,  which 
appeared  in  1812,  and  continued  till  the  end  of  1813, 
Its  editor  belonged  to  the  Petersburg  school  esta- 
blishment,  and  its  object  was  for  political,  histori- 
cal and  literary  information.  It  contained  many  ar- 
ticles which  might  assist  the  history  and  geography 
of  Russia,  as  well  as  of  the  state  of  the  press  in  that 
country.  'I'he  Spirit  of  the  'rimes,  was  also  another 
paper  which  appeared  weekly  in  1815,  of  which  the 
object  was  general,  but  it  is  said  to  have  contained 
interesting  original  documents.  The  persons  to 
whom  these  papers  were  committed,  were  persons 
of  reputation,  and  under  protection  of  the  govern- 
ment, Such  publications  were  not  confined  to  Pe- 
te.”sburg.  At  Moscow  in  1815,  several  papers  ap- 
peared. Already  in  1802  had  been  published  the 
European  Herald,  from  Karamzin,  the  celebrated 
poet  and  traveller,  and  afterwards  by  other  hands. 
— In  this  work  was  much  literature,  history  and 
useful  information.  Besides  this,  at  the  same  place 
was  the  Russian  Herald,  under  major  Glinka,  con- 
taining much  domestic  information,  with  all  the  ar- 
dor of  national  attachment.  The  Moscow  News- 
paper, a common  paper,  twice  a week,  was  under 
the  direction  of  the  University.  In  Astracan,  twice 
a week  appeared  the  Oriental  Advertiser,  a politi- 
cal and  literary  paper  in  the  Russ  and  Armenian. 
The  Gasan  Advertiser  was  well  conducted,  and  ap- 
peared once  a week,  and  was  under  the  authority  of 
the  University  at  Petersburg.  In  Charkow  was  the 
Ukraine  Herald,  a literary  paper  from  the  you^h  of 
the  University.  Another  paper  also  appeared  in 
this  place  called  Democritus  in  Gharkow,  a month- 
ly satirical  paper  from  a teacher  in  that  place.  In 
Riga  was  a Russ  weekly  paper,  under  the  direction 
of  some  distiiiguished  persons  in  that  place,  direct- 
ed to  all  the  objects  of  the  common  newspapers  in. 
other  parts  of  Europe. 
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iJj'The  congress  of  ihe  United  States  appears 
really  to  have  jnet  for  tlie  *‘c!espatch  of  Imsiness.^* — 
Never  before,  perh.aps,  at  so  early  a period  of  the 
session,  and  in  such  a time  as  tlie  present,  were 
♦heir  proceedings  so  interesting  as  now.  We  shall 
take  care  to  keep  a correct  journal  of  affairs  trans- 
acted at  Washington. 

The  momentary  pressure  of  doctimentary  arti- 
cles, with  t!ie  proceedings  of  congress,  messages  of 
governors  of  states,  he.  excludes  several  things  of 
onr  oiuii  mnnvficture,  and  a very  considerable  mass 
of  miscellaneous  matter.  Bu'-,  it  is  onr  frst  pur- 
pose to  preserve  simh  articles;  and,  -assisted  by  a 
.supplement  or  two,  we  shall  soon  relieve  our  files 
of  llicm,  and  find  room  for  those  aliuded  to. 


Treasury  Report. 

AlYXtrAL  HEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 
TO  TJIF.  TWO  HOUSES  OF  COi^GBESS. 

Treasiiry  Dspartment,  Dec.  5fli,  1817. 
Sin — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a rep/)rt,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  to 
establish  the  treasury  department.” 

I have  the  homir  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  WM.  H.  CR.\\\  FORD. 
T/ie  hon.  the  president  of  the  semiie. 

REPORT. 

Tn  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  “act,  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  to  establish  the  'I  reasury  depart- 
ment,” tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury  respectfully 
submits  the  following  report  and  estimates: 

REVEKUK. 

The  net  revenue  ari.sing  from  duties  upon  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  internal  duties,  direct  tax, pub- 
lic lands,  postage,  and  incideidal  receipts,  during 
the  year  1815,  amounted  to  jg 49, 552,852  02 

viz: 

Customs  36,303,231  77 

Internal  duties  5,963,225  88 

Direct  tax  5,723,152  25 

Public  lands,  exclu- 
sive of  those  in  tlie 
state  of  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  territo- 
ry 1,287,959,  28 

Postage  and  Ir.ciJental 
receipts  275,282  84 

And  that  which  ac- 
crued from  the  same 
sotirces,  during  the 
year  1816,  amounted 

to  36,743,574  07 

viz: 

Customs,  (see  .state- 
ment A)  ^ 27,569,769  71 

Internal  duties,  (see 
statement  14)  4,396,133  25 

Direct  tax,  (see  state- 
ment C)  2,785,343  20 

Public  lands, excltisive 
of  those  in  the  state 
of  .Mississippi  and  of 
the  Alabama  terrho- 
ry,(sees:atement  D)  1,754,487  38 
Postage  and  incidental 
peceipts  237,8-40  5.3 

Yoi.  XUl lf6t 


It  is  ascertained  tlnil  the  gross  amount  of  'luiie.s 
on  mercliandi/.e  and  tonnage,  which  Itave  accrued 
during  the  three  first  qtiarters  of  the  present  year, 
exceed  17,000,000;  and  that  the  revenue  arising 
from  internal  duties  and  from  the  public  lands,  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  exceed  th.at  of  the  corres- 
ponding q^iarlers  of  the  year  1816. 

Tlte  balance  in  the  tre-asury,  ot»  tlie 
first  day  of  January,  1817,  exclusive 
of  10,665,287  dollars  39  cents,  in 
treasury  notes,  of  every  description, 
amounted  to  11,295,592  86 

The  p-syments  in  tlie  treasury  during 
the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year 
are  estimated  to  amount  to 

27,095,984  14 

viz: 

Customs  21,732,068  22 
Internal  re- 
venue and  di- 
rect tax  3,480,173  43 

Public  lands 
exclusive  of 
those  in  the 
state  ofMissis- 
sippi  and  tlie 
Alabama  1,326,077  44 

Postage  and  ' 
incidental  re- 
ceipts 26,913  93 

Itepayments 
into  the  treasu- 
ry 530,751  13 

And  the  payments  into 
the  treasury,  during 
the  4ih  quarter,  from 
the  Same  sou rcefiy  are 
estimated  at  5,980,000 

Making  the  total  amount  estimated 
to  be  receiv»j<!  into  the  trea.«ury, 
during  the  jear  1817,  amount  to  " 33,075,984  14 

Which,  added  to  tlie  sum  in  the  trea- 
sury, on  the  first  day  of  January 
last,  makes  the  aggregate  amount 
of  _ _ 44,371,577  00 

The  application  of  this  sum,  for  tJie 
year  1817,  is  estimated  as  follows, 
viz: 

To  the  30th  September 
the  payments  have 
amounted  to  32,710,002  98 

viz: 

Civil,  diplo- 
matic, and  mis- 
cellaneous ex- 
penses, exciu- 
iive  of  three 
hundred  h se- 
\ f“n'y  five  thou- 
sand dollars 
j)uidtotl5e  state 
i>fCeorgiafrom 
the  proceeds  of 
t!je  Mississippi 
Mamh  2,798,248  75 
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Military  ser- 
vice, iiicluding 
arrearage  7,105,816  90 
Naval  serv’e,  2,044,474  25 
I’ublic  debt 
exclusive  of 
S3, 592,927  60 
of  treasury 
notes,  which 
have  been  can- 
celled iiT  due 
course  of  set- 
tlement, 20,761,462  98 


During  the  fourth  quar- 
ter, it  is  estimated 
tl)at  tbepayments  will 
amount  to 
Civil,  diplo- 
matic, & mis- 
cellaneous ex- 
penses 600,000 

Military  ser- 
vice 1,110,000 

Naval  service  1,300,000 
[.  Public  debt 
to  tlie  first  of 
.January,  1818, 
inclusive  2,650,000 


5,660,000 


stock  reimbursed  be- 
tween the  1st  day  cf 
October,  and  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1817, 
inclusive,  amounting 
to  815,  484  42 

Leaving  the  sura  of  7,061,  987  19 

Making  the  public  debt,  which  was 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1817,  as  appears  by  statement 
(2)  amount  to  115,807,805  48 

From  the  1st  day  of  January,  to  the 
30th  day  of  ptemlier,  1817,  inclu- 
sive, there  was,  by  funding  treasury 
i notes,  added  to  the  public  debt,  as 

anpears  by  statement  (6)  the 
; amount  of  1,097,315  43 

Making,  on  that  day,  as  appears  by 
statement  (4)  the  aggregate  amount 
of  116,935,120  91 


During  the  same  period  there  was 
purchased  and  redeemed  oftltepub- 
lic  debt,  including  five  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  of  temporary 
loans,  the  sum  of  16,993,  275  5© 


Making  the  aggregate  amount  of  38,370,002  88 
And  leaving,  on  that  , day,  exclusive 
of  eight  millions,  682,697  dollars 
and  seventy  cents,  in  treasury  not-es, 
which  are  in  a train  of  settlement, 
in  order  to  be  cancelled,  a balance 
it)  the  treasury  of  6,001,575  88 


THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

The  funded  debt,  contracted  before  the  year 
1812,  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1816,  as  appears  by  the  statement  (1) 
amounted  to  37,494,267  01 

By  the  same  statement, 
it  appears  that  the 
funded  debt,  contract- 
ed subsequent  to  the 
first  day  of  January, 

1812,  amounted  to  71,201,551  28 


Which,  deducted  from  the  amount 
of  the  public  debt,  la«t  stated, 
leaves,  unredeemed,  on  the  1st  d.iy 
of  October,  1817,  as  per  statement 
(3)  the  amount  of  99,911,845 

Since  the  30th  September, 
there  has  been  purchased 
or  redeemed  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt,  as 
appears  by  statement  (5) 
the  amount  of  333,235  16 

Andtliere  will  be  reimburs- 
ed of  the  principal  of  the 
old  six  percent,  and defer- 
' red  stock,  to  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1818,  inclusive, 
the  amount  of  709,513  70 

Making,  together  1,042,  748  86' 


Making,  together,  the 
» sum  of  108,659,818  29 

'to  which  must  be  added 
the  temporary  loan 
from  the  Cumberland 
bank  of  50,000 

Making  the  aggregate 

amount  of  108,745,818  29 

'^ii  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1817,  there  was 
added  to  the  above 
amount,  including  se- 
ven millions  dollars 
iof  five  per  cent,  stock, 
subscribed  to  the 
bank,  and  including, 
also,  a temporary  loan 
from  the  bank  of  500- 
000  dolls:  the  sum  of  7,877,471  61 
J;rom  which  deduct  the 
amount  of  the  old  six 
, p;er  cent,  and  deferred 


Which,  being  deducted  from  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  the  public  debt, 
on  the  1st  October,  there  will  re- 
main, unredeemed,  on  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  the  sum  of  98,869,096  SS 

By  the  same  statement  (5)  it  appears 
that  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  purchased  and  redeemed, 
during  the  year  1817,  including 
550,000  dolls,  of  temporary  loans, 
amounts  to  18,036,023  72 

In  tills  sum  is  included  all  the  funded  debt 
held  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  old  six  per  cent,  stock  will  be  redeemed  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1818-  The  first  instalment 
of  the  Louisiana  debt  falls  due  on  the  21st  day  of 
I October  of  that  year.  According  to  the  terms  of 
the  convention,  this  debt  is  to  be  discharged  by 
annual  instalments  of  not  less  than  three  millions 
each.  It  is  therefore  presumed  that,  consistently 
with  the  letter  of  the  convention,  the  whole  debt  can- 
not be  discharged  in  one  payment.  But  for  this  obsta- 
cle, in  the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  and  under- 
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llie  cx!stiriK'  provisions  of  tl:e  sii'.king'  fund,  the 
whole  amount  of  tlie  stock  n'lijjht  be  redeem e;l  on 
the  21  t (by  of  October  next.  K is  believed  that 
neiil»er  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  convention  for- 
bids tlie  redemption  of  tliat  slock  in  two  annual 
Instalments,  by  which  the  whole  debt  will  be  re- 
deemed on  the  ‘d!st  day  of  October  1319. 

Aflei-  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  slock, there 
k no  part  of  tlie  primdp.il  of  the  public  debt  re- 
deemnlite  at  the  will  of  tlie  government  until  the 
1st  dav  of  January,  1825,  except  the  five  per  cent, 
stock  subscribed  to  tbe  bank  of  the  Unile:l  Status. 
Afi  Uie  coml■ni^sioners  of  the  siidcing  fund  are  not 
authorized  to  redeem  the  live  per  cent,  stock,  the 
permanent  annual  appropriation  orid,L)00j000  of  dol- 
l ii-s,  from  iheyeai  1819  to  1S25,  umlerthe  existing 
Jaws,  can  only  he  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  to  tlie  gradual  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  the  six  per  cent, 
deferred  sioclc;  and  will  leave  du:  iug  that  pericvl, 
an  annual  surjjlus  of  nearly  five  millions  of  dollars. 

During  the  year  18*25,  the  exdj..nged  six  per  cent, 
stock,  the  six  per  cent,  of  1812,  and  the  stock  cre- 
ated Ijy  funding  treasury  r.ntes,  amounting  toge- 
ther to'  18,895  456  23,  will  he  redeemable.  To  tlie 
redemption  of  the  whole  of  this  stock  within  that 
year,  the  sinking  fund,  hy  the  aid  of  iis  .surpluses, 
will  not  ordy  be'en'.ireiy  adequate,  but  will  beam- 
ply  sufncieiU  t.n  reJeem  the  remainder  of  i!n>  pub- 
lic debt,  at  tlie  several penod.s  at  which  tlte  different 
slocks  !.'i  wliich  it  is  composed  become  redeemable. 
'I'he  wiiole  debt,  including  the  live  per  cent,  stock, 
will  he  ex'ingui-hed  during  the  year  1330,  except 
the  three  p:  r cent,  slock,  wldch  is  not  re.leernable 
a'  the  wdl  of  the  govf^rnmnnt. 

r is  not  presumed  that  taxes  will  be  imposed, 
and  « il’ected,  for  the  express  purpo.se  of  purchas- 
is!g  tn.e  funded  debt  above  ils  nominal  value.  It  is, 
however,  believed  to  he  ui>s.»fe  to  reduce  the  reve- 
nue below  the  permanent  annual  expenditure  as  now 
authorized  by  la\\\  including  ttie  appropriation  con- 
stituting the  sinking  fund.  A reduction  below  that 
amount  woul.l  posip.ine  the  redemptiou  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  beyond  ’.he  periods  when  tbe  .several  loans 
of  wlilch  it  is  composed  become  redeemable,  or 
impose  upon  the  legi^buure  the  duly  of  resorting 
to  them  anew  f u-  tuat  object. 

If,  tiien,  the  revenue  siiall,  until  tlie  year  1825, 
be  eqn.al  to  the  ]r•e^ent  anin.ul  expenditure,  it  is 
respect fui'.y  suggested  whether  the  public  Interest 
will  not  be  promoted,  by  authorising  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  sitiking  fund  to  pi.irclu.se  U.e  fund 
ed  debt  at  siicli  rates  above  par,  as  in  tiieir  judg- 
tneiit  will  be  f:r  the  i-uen  st  of  the  nation,  rather 
than  to  sutler  the  annual  surplus  of  the  sinking  fund 
to  remain  in  tiie  treasury  un.ipplied,  furtive  sue 
cessive  years.  Siio’ild  siicli  an  fluthoriiy  be  given  to 
the  commissioners  of  tlie  sinkifiL,  fund,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  -unv  ent  species  o,‘  s'oek  would  ad- 
vance in  price  above  their  present  current  v line; 
but  as  the  auihoriiy  wouhl  be  permissive,  not  im- 
posing the  obliga- ion  to  purchase,  it  is  probable 
that  the  surplus  of  the  sinkiiig  fund  might  be  more 
beneficially  employed  in  purchasing  the  public  debt 
tiian  bv  remaining  idle  in  the  trea.sury,  u.itil  tlie 
.year  1825.  If  tliat  surpl-us  could  be  anncally  in- 
vested early  in  each  year,  at  the  present  prlce.s  of 
the  ('.iftV.rent  species  of  stock,  it  would  produce 
a saving  to  the  nation  of  not  less  than  four  millions 
of  dollars,  between  tlie  tirs  : days  of  January,  1825, 
and  1825.  The  interest  which  will  rxerue  on  the 
5 per  cent,  stock,  between  the  first  days  of  Janiiary, 
1820,  and  1825,  when  it  is  estimated  that  the  whole 
redeemable  debt  will  be  discharged,  wlH  amount  to 


S3,500,000;  if,  therefore,  it  is  intended  to  redeem 
that  stock,  the  surplus  in  the  sinking  fund  may  be 
legitim.itclv  applied  to  that  object,  diuing  the  ye.ar 
1320  and  lS2l. 

Uy  staleinent  (B)  it  appear.s  that  the 
treasury  notes  vvh'ch  have  issued  under 
the  several  acts  of  congress  on  that  sub- 
ject, have  amounted  to  36,133,794 

Of  whicli  theu'e  has  been 
cancelled  at  the  tre.asury,  25,574,431 
There  is  now  in  the  trea- 
sury, wiiich  will  be  c.ancelled 
when  settled,  exclusive  of 
422,519  77,  the  estimated  in- 
terest upon  them, tlie  amount 
of  8.623,400 


Making  logetlier  the  sum  of  35.497,851 

Leaving  outstanding,  an  estimated 
balance  of,  635,963 


As  the  outstanding  treasury  notes  are  converta- 
bbe  into  funded  debt,  which  is  considerublv  above 
par,  it  is  presumed  that  such  portion  of  them  as 
are  not  lo.st  or  destroyed,  will  be  funded,  ins.ead 
of  being  paid  into  the  treasury  in  discharge  of 
duties  and  taxes.  It  is,  therefore,  probable  tiiat 
an  add.ition  to  the  public  debt  will  be  m »de  during 
the  year  1818,  nearly  equal  to  the  treasury  notes 
esti.'uated  to  be  Outstanding- 

Statement  (L)  presents  the  state  of  the  land-offi- 
ces in  the  state  of  .Mississippi,  and  in  the  Al.ibarna 
territory,  fi'oin  winch  it  appears  tlie  receipts  into 
the  ireisury  have  amounted  to  ^^1,124,100  81,  of 
which  4 >1,120  were  In  Mississippi  stock. 

From  th.e  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  these  lands, 
there  has  been  paid  to  the  state  of  Georgia  the  sum 
of  688,441  33,  and  there  has  been  transferred  to 
Mie  slate,  by  the  corami-iioners  of  the  U.  S'ates, 
under  tlie  act  ccmproml.-i.ig  the  Y zoo  claims,  that 
part  of  the  original  purc’.use  moacy  rem  lining  in 
the  state  treasury,  amounti.ig  to  1-M,515  94,  mak- 
ing together  the  sum  of  872,957  27,  vnd  ic-adug 
still  due  to  die  state  the  sum  of377,U42  73,  which 
is  now  ready  to  be  paid  under  tiie  provinv  is  of  the 
act  of  the  i I of  .March  last. 

Uy  statemeul  (7)  it  api>ears  that  the 
M’ssissippi  s*:(>ck  awarded  by  the  co;nmi.->- 
sioners,  Hniou  ix  lo  4,273,431 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  receiv- 
ed into  the  treasury,  43l  120 

Le.ive.s  outstanding  the  sum  of  3,7 17, ’•14 

AViiich  it  is  es, united  will  be  received  nio  t’le 
treasury  during  the  two  succee,Iing  y''a"S,  in  p..y- 
nent  of  the  public  luvds  in  Uie  state  of  .Mis- t,s-ppi, 
and  in  the  Alab.una  terrk.ory,  or  will  be  discl^arge.i 
by  p.ayments  from  tlie  treasury  out  of  the  procix-te 
j'f  the  sales  of  those  lands. 

Of  the  estimates  of  the  public  revenue  and  e.rpciulitures 
for  the  year  1818. 

The  imporra  ions  of  foreign  iiK-vchandize  l irlig 
the  years  1315  and  IBilS.  so  greatly  exceeds  ! what 
Was  r>re.sU)iied  to  be  equal  lo  the  iverage 

consump'.ion,  Faat  a general  impression  was  pro- 
duced th  it  the  importations  during  the  present  yen* 
■would  fell  greatly  b-low  that  demand,  l.hider  llii.s 
impression  the  revenue  r ccnii.ng  fV<i  n that  so’irce, 
far  tne  year  1S17,  w'as,  in  theannuaJ  r-port  of  t le 
tiv.visury  of  tlie  I6.h  of  D mem  ber,  1.816,  esti  aated 
at  12.000, !>J0.  D'lt  it  is  u.scertamed  t i.ii  tie  gross 
revenue  arising  from  that  source,  during  the  diree 
first  quarters  oftlieyeiw,  have  eiceedei  1^000, 00'9 
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anJ  't  is  es  ip  ;;K-d  lhat  thal  of  the  whole  year  will 
exceed  22,000,000. 

i.  1 that  the  importations  from  the 

Ea?t  Indies  duriu}^  the  present  year  greatly  exceed 
I'lose  \yl*ic/i  will  take  place  during  several  consecu 
tive  years;  and  that  the  reaction  produced  by  the 
excessive  importaiions  oP  1815  and  1816,  has  ir 
some  degree  i>een  diminished  by  that  circumstance 
Tlmre  is,  liov/ever,  just  ground  to  believe,  that  the 
revenue  derived  from  this  source,  will  not,  for  any 
given  serie.s  of  years,  fall  below  that  of  the  present 
'.car.  Considfving*  tiiat  this  revenue,  during  tlu- 
y '■-:>r.  1807,  (the  last  year  that  our  commerce  was  not 
greatly  embarrassed  by  belligerent  aggression,)  er.- 
’t  %eded  16,000,000;  that  the  duties  then  imposed 
at  e considerably  augmented  by  the  present  tariff, 
atnl  that  our  population  has  increased  more  than 
thirty  per  pent,  carrying  with  it,  in  the  same  de- 
gree, an  increase  of  the  means  of  procuring  foreign 
articles,  with  an  undiminished  relish  for  their  con 
.sumption;  it  is  presumed  that  the  revenue  from 
that  .source,  during  tlie  present  year,  will  be  found 
to  he  less  than  that  of  any  number  of  successive 
years. 

According  to  these  views  the  permanent  annual 
revenue  may  be  estimated  io  amount  to 

24,525,000 

Viz: 

Customs,  30,000,000 

Internal  duties,  2,500,000 

Public  lands,  exclusive 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama land.s,  1,500,000 

Baitk  dividends  at  7 per 
cent.  490,000 

Postage  and  incidental 
receipts  35,000 

And  the  payments  into  the  treasury 
during  the  year  1818,  may  be  estinaat- 
ed  at  the  same  amount. 

To  which  add  the  balance  estimat- 
ed  to  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1818  , ' 6,000,000 

Making  together  the  sum  of.  30,525,000 
d1je  probable  authorized  demands 
upon  the  treasury  during  the  year 
1818,  are  estimated  to  amount  to  21,946,351  74 
Viz: 

Civil,  miscellaneous, 
diplomatic,  and  foreign 
mtercourse,  2,069,843  29 

INlilitary  services,  in- 
eluding  an  arrearage  of 
five  hundred  tliousand 
dollars,  ^ 6,265,132  35  . 

Naval  service,  includ- 
ing one  million  of  dollars 
for  the  gradual  increase 
oP  the  navy,  3,611,376  30 

Public  debt,  10,000,000  00 

Which,  being,  deducted  from  the  amount  esti- 
rnaled  to  be  received  into  the  treastu-y,  including 
the  balance  on  the  first  of  Januf.ry  1818,  leaves,  on 
the  first  of  jatiuary,  1819,  a balance  in  the  treasu- 
ry, of  8,578,648  dollars  26  cents,  which,  hov,/evei, 
will  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana 
s'.ock,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  re 
<lrmption  of  the  public  debt,  passed  the  3d  day  of 
VLu’cb,  1817,  as  far  as  those  provisions  will  admit. 
All  which  is  respect^fully  submit’ ed 

WILLIAM  II  CRAWFORD. 
'^aavry  J?-cv,  5f/>,  1 8 1 T. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

On  Monday,  the  1st  inst.  a siiih-’ient  number  of 
members  appeared  in  the  house  of  delegates  io 
form  a quorum,  but  in  consequence  of  the  act 
to  Suppress  TineMinvr^  (pu‘;sed  at  last  session,) 
prescribing  an  additional  oath  to  the  old  oath  of 
qualification,  which  additional  oath  was  deemed 
unconstitutional,  the  members  present  diil  not  qua- 
lify, but  adjourned  until  the  next  day,  that  farther 
time  might  be  had  to  consider  tlie  subject.  On 
Tuesday  the  opinion  of  Luther  Martin,  esquire, 
was  communicated  by  letter  to  one  of  the  delegates, 
and  after  the  members  convened,  tliey  determined 
to  dispense  with  the  additional  oath,  and  qualify  in 
the  manner  heretofore  practised. 

Nicholas  Stonestreet,  esq.  of  Charles  county, 
(fed)  had  35  votes  for  speaker;  Mr.  Hawkins,  of 
Frederick  (rep),  had  31. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Martin,  alluded  to  in  the  preceding — 

BaHimore  J\'ov.  2Ath^  1817. 

Dear  Sir — I certainly  would  not  wish  to  tb.rottt 
any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  legislative  provi- 
sions for  tlie  suppression  or  prevention  of  duelling? 
but  so  far  as  the  law  of  last  session  requires,  ’hat 
the  member  chosen  as  a represent.ative  shall  be 
obliged  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  that  act,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  hut  that  the  same  is 
uuconsiitu'ional.  The  constitution  has  declared 
what  are  tlie  qualifications  which  sliall  render  a per- 
son eligible,  and  when  duly  elected;  wliatoatlis  are 
to  be  taken  by  the  member  chosen,  before  lie  takes 
his  seat.  The  additional  oath  required  by  the 
.Tore.said  law,  has  not  the  apology  of  having  any  re- 
lation to  the  peculiar  duties  he  owes  to  bis  country 
in  his  legislative  character,  nor  to  regulate  his  con- 
duct wl  ile  he  .sustains  tiiat  character.  If  such  a 
law  can  be  constitutionally  passed,  the  legislature 
may,  with  as  much  propriety,  enumerate  every 
breacli  of  the  decalogue  through  all  the  subdivisi- 
ons of  each  of  the  comniandments,  and  compel  each 
member,  before  he  can  serve  his  constituents,  vvlio 
have  made  him  their  clioice,  to  bind  himself  by  the 
solemn  sanction  of  an  oath,  to  live  thereafter  a life 
of  sinless  purity.  Nor  can  I think  it,  even  in  a 
moral  or  religious  point  of  view,  correct  that  such 
oaths  should  be  taken;  for  although  it  is  certainly 
a sacred  duty  to  form  the  stronge.st  resolu.ions 
against  the  violation  of  any  duty  which  we  owe  to 
our  God,  or  our  fellow -creatures,  and  Io  solicit  di- 
vine assistance  to  give  us  strength  to  keep  such, 
resolutions,  yei  I' can  scarcely  believe,  the  most 
pious  divine  would  recommend,  to  those  imde?  his 
charge,  to  lay  such  a snare  for  their  souls,  as  t# 
bind  themselves,  with  an  oath,  to  keep  them:  And 
I can  easily  conceive  that  a man,  who  would  consci- 
en  iously  desire  to  perform  every  duty,  might 
shrink,  almost  with  horror,  from  placing  himself  in 
such  a predicament,  that  if  through  the  weakness  of 
human  nauire  he  should  violate  his  duty,  he  must 
’hereby  incur  not  only  the  guilt  peculiar  to  thespe- 
•ific  o’flence,  but  also  stain  his  soul,  in  addition, 
witli  the  guilt  of  perjury.  And  the  more  conscien- 
uous  the  person,  the  greater  in  all  probability 
would  be  the  reluctance. 

Whether  tne  legislature  by  merely  pasdng  a law, 
could  constitutionally  disable  a man  from  benig 
chosen  a delegate  for  having  been  guiby  of  sending 
a challenge,  1 think  very  doubtful — But  in  this  case 
they  have  gone  much  further — they  have  declaied 
a man  to  be  ineligible,  not  for  committing  a crinie, 
but  because  he  may  decline  to  bind  himself  under 
the  sanction  of  an  oath  that  he  never  will  commit 
it;  d^viliat  amounts  to  the  same— as  to  declare  him- 
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self  ineligible;  for  it  prohibits  him  from  serving,  if 
electetl. 

I remain,  dear  sir,  very  resnectf'iHv  vonr  obedient 
»e;  vMit,  LUTHER  MARTIN. 

Beujumn  IV  Lecowpie^  esq. 

Cumbi'idge,  JS'Id, 


Legislature  of  Virginia. 

CilUNClL  VHAMBKR,  U.C.  ISl.,  1817. 
J‘'tUoTo  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

In  dit.charge  of  my  duly  iu  conformity  to  the  es- 
tablished custom  of  all  my  jiredece  sors  in  office,  I 
venture  to  address  a few  remarks  to  you  upon  the 
conimeucement  of  your  legislative  labors.  The 
happy  constitution  under  which  we  live  has  most 
wisely  provided  against  the  inmin:eruble  evils  which 
would  have  resulted  from  blending  executive,  le- 
gislative r.nd  judicial  powers  and  duties.  The  ex- 
ecutive, at  all  times  scrupulously  regarding  that 
conslitulion  or  form  of  government,  consecrated  it- 
their  afi'ections  by  its  being  an  inheritance,  v/hich 
descended  to  them  from  their  revolutionary  fathers, 
.securing  to  them  ihcir  riglits  and  liberties;  and 
witnessing  as  they  have  done,  unde'V  the  wisdom  of 
its  institutions,  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  state 
to  the  high  and  honorable  reputation  which  it  sus- 
tains, would  be  the  last  to  encroach  upon  its  prin- 
ciples. They  would,  tlierefore,  deem  it  their  du- 
ty to  avoid  every  suggestion  which  would  have  the 
appearanee  of  giving  a bias  to  the  legislative  will. 
While  ihey  dms  regard  t.be  rights  of  every  depart- 
ment of  government,  and  of  every  individual  in  it, 
they  will  be  prompt  to  feel  and  ready  to  discharge, 
to  the  best  of  their  abili’ies,  the  high  and  respon- 
sible obligations  imposed  upon  them  and  tlieir  de- 
partment  by  the  consi  itution. 

Happily  for  our  beloved  country,  it  no  longer 
groans  under  the  horrors  of  a relentless,  vindictive 
and  cruel  war.  Her  councils  are  undisturbed  by 
the  turmoils  of  passion  and  violence;  and  tiiat  hy- 
dra, p rty  spirit,  is  no  longer  seen  to  rear  its  bane- 
ful head  among  us.  The  fiscal  operations  of  our 
government  are  prosperous,  and  between  every  de- 
partment there  prevails  a perfect  cordiality.  Tiie 
reign  of  reason  and  of  justice,  and  of  intellectual 
power,  is  again  acknowledged  and  restored.  The 
agr.cuitiiraiist  is  in  the  full  ei>joyment  of  the  abun- 
dant fruits  of  his  toil;  the  mechanic  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing in  wealth  by  bis  labor  and  industry;  the 
merchant  reaps  the  advantage  of  a widely  extend- 
ed and  almost  unlimited  commerce,  and  receives 
tlie  just  reward  of  his  entenprize.  Every  condition 
of  society  is  in  the  perfect  enjenment  of  every  im- 
munity that  appertains  to  it.  Our  national  charac- 
ter having  been  exposed  during  the  late  war  to  the 
severest  trials,  and  having  stood  the  test,  hasjiist- 
ly  inspired  the  people  with  an  increased  confidence, 
esteem  and  affection  for  their  government,  and  has 
excited  and  commands  the  admiration  and  respect 
of  foreign  nations.  How  delightful  is  the  slate  of 
things  to  the  heart  of  the  philanthropic  legislator, 
contrasted,  with  the  dreary  scene  which  our  conn- 
try  exhibited  to  his  view,  during  the  war  from  which 
we  have  but  just  emerged.  Whilst  we  are  tlius  in- 
dividually, and  as  a nation  permitted  to  repose  in 
undisturbed  tranquility  under  our  own  “vine  and 
fig  tree,  and  there  are  none  to  make  us  afraid,** 
protected  by  the  wisdom  of  these  institutions  which 
are  bottomed  on  equal  righ's,  maintaining  our  re- 
ligious and  civil  liberties,  insuring  the  invaluable 
privilege  of  self-government;  the  only  legitimate 
government  on  earth;  are  we  not  bound  to  bow 


with  humili  y and  reverence  to  th.at  ('un  who  boun- 
tifully sustains  us  in  the  enjov-nent  of  those  ines- 
timable blessings,  airl  to  testify  our  gr  ititu  lc 
him  by  tlie  practice  of  evert,  virltir,  un.l  of  every 
Christian  charily  which  distingiilsiies  a })ecul::ir 
people? 

'I'ue  first  subject  that  uaturally  suggests  itselft(i 
the  mind  of  un  enligtened  le,gisUt’,jre  a.s  of  primaiv 
importance,  is  that  which  relates  to  the  personal 
security  and  the  sovereignty  of  that  community 
which  lus  enlrusteil  them,  as  repi-esentrttlv.  s,  wiiU 
llie  management  of  public  concerns.  As  the  mili- 
tia, which  is  composed  of  the  great  mass  of  oiir 
citizens,  constitutes  the  natural  defence  of  a fr  e 
state;  it  is  uj)on  tliem  a reliance  must  al  w.ays  he 
pl.iced,  for  the  attaimricnl  of  those  great  ooj^cts. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  tedior.s  details  upon 
the  defects  of  our  militi.i  law.s,  which  are  nbvi  jtis- 
!y  known  and  felt  to  be  expensive,  harassing,  an  I 
perfectly  delusive  as  to  the  obj  ects  of  suhoidita- 
tion  and  discipline.  (3ur  rcvoltition  and  tlie  late 
war  seem  to  have  demonstrated  to  the  world  the. 
vital  importance  of  this  species  of  military  charac- 
ter, aiid  how  much  it  may  be  relied  up  .u  wh'ix 
properly  directed.  The  present  legislature  will 
therefore  be  disposed  to  give  the  su’iject  the  con- 
sideration due  to  it;  nor  will  they,  ! Ijope,  permit 
this  period  of  tranejuility,  so  favorable  to  teo'.perate 
discussion  and  deliberation,  to  pass  awav,  witliouc 
devising  and  maturing  some  system  whicli  will  bo 
better  calculated  to  inspire  individual  and  j^ublic 
confidence,  and  to  insure  a perfect  protection  to 
the  state  from  every  danger  that  it  may  hereafter 
be  exposed  to,  either  from  invasion,  insurrection,  or 
usurpation — or  any  other  unfortunate  vicissitude. 

Every  exertion  has  been  made  by  the  executive, 
through  the  adjutant,  quarter-master  and  commis- 
sary-general of  ordnance,  to  have  the  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements, the  military  stores,  camn  equipage, &c. 
belonging  .to  the  state  so  disposed  of  as  to  be  ore 
sei-ved  from  damage.  1 fear,  ho.vever,  from  the 
difficulty  and  impossibility,  under  the  law,  of  fix- 
ing upon  the  responsible  persons  to  whom  arms 
have  been  distributed,  in  conseqvience  of  deaths, 
resignations  and  removals,  that  a very  considerable 
loss  to  the  state  must  accrue.  The  completion  c'f 
the  arsenal  in  Lexingvon  wdll  iiereafier  par’.iall) 
guard  against  a continuance  of  tlie  evil. 

From  the  present  strength  of  the  public  guard, 
bei'.tg,  as  I conceive,  in.-fficient  for  ;uiy  military  pmy 
pose  whatever,  even  for  the  purpose  of  properly 
guarding  the  public  edifices,  and  public  property 
in  this  city,  I submit  to  the  legislature  the  propri- 
ety of  discontinuing  the  establishment. 

The  executive,  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  the 
last  session,  appointed  five  pcrsi'ns  who  constituted 
a board  of  directors  to  superintend  and  manage  llie 
aftairs  of  the  penitentiary.'  I regret  to  say, .that 
there  was  a difficulty  in  procuring  the  services  ol 
such  gentlemen  as  were  selected  for  the  execudon 
of  the  \iiw.  I am  led  to  believe  tliat  their  rf^gard 
for  the  institution,  and  a sense  of  necessity  w-hicli 
the  case  imposed,  alone  induced  the  acceptance  of 
the  appointment.  Patriotism  may  sometimes  he 
found  to  supply  every  object  of  public  concern;  hi  t 
it  is  questionable Wli ell ler  it  is  sufficient  svimuius  ,.t 
all  times,  to  command  public  service. 

By  a report  of  the  superintciulatit  of  the  armo  y, 
w’hich  I shall  hereafter  have  tiie  honor  of  subm  t- 
ting,  the  legislature  w'.*'.  have  it  more  complete./ 
in  their  power  to  judge  of  tlie  operations  and  pre- 
sent state  of  that  institution. 

Tlie  board  of  public  works,  ardendy  disposed  to 
cberishthat  spirit  of  internal  improventent  v/b.c’. 
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has  been  so  bappiiy  diffused  Ihroug'li  every  section  | 
of  the  state,  have  occupied  tlie  luVents  of  their 
public  engineer  upon  tliose  objects  which  they 
deemed  of  primary  importance  to  the  public  inte- 
rest,—Kis  surveys,  plats  and  repoi'ts,  of  all  tlie 
o.  jects  that  Iwave  engaged  his  attention,  shall  in  due 
lime  be  submitted  for  the  inspection  and  conside- 
ration of  the  legislature,  This  policy,  which  has 
for  its  object  the  pronurtion  of  individual  wealth 
and  industry,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  elevate  the 
cliaracter  of  tlie  state  abroad — which,  if  persever- 
ingly  prosecuted,  will  enable  us  to  make  a proud 
comparison  of  our  efforts  with  those  of  our  sister 
states,  yjmot  but-conimand  ^ important  share  of 
your  deliberations, 

Tlie  ( Necutive  as  soon  as  it  was  in  their  power, 
proceeded  to  execute  the  law,  (as  far  as  it  depend- 
ed on  them)  “for  arranging  the  countieR  into  dis- 
tricts, for  the  election  of  senators,  and  for  equuli- 
niiig  tile  land  lax.” — Ileports  have  been  received 
from  not  more  than  half  the  counties  in  the  state, 
announcing  the  completion  of  the  assessment, 
Yviienever  tlie  whole  of  the  assistant  as^essprs  shall 
Jiavc  rt  pivied  die  assessment  completed,  the  pro- 
visioovS  of  the  l.;vv  vrill  be  promptly  executed. 

Uaclei'alaw  of  the  last  session,  entitled  “An  act 
to  repeal  in  part  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  provide 
an  accurate  cluirt  of  each  county,  and  general  map 
the  territory  of  this  commonweuUh,”  the  execu- 
tive proceeded  to  define  the  work  winch  would 
be  required,  and  had  it  published  in  the  news- 
papers of  tlie  state,  with  a vievy  to  receive  propo- 
sals from  such  as  might  be  dis.posed  to  contract 
with  them  for  its  execution.  Proposals  have  been 
received  from  u few  persons,  but  no  contract  has 
yet  been  entered  into  in  relation  to  the  subject. 
T)u:  surveys  lieretpfore  contracted  for  are  progress- 
jng. 

1 had  hoped,  that  it  would  have  been  certainly  in 
my  power  to  have  informed  the  legislature  lliat  our 
claims  on  tlie  general  government  were  finally  ad- 
justed and  closed  by  payment.  Although  large 
sums  have  been  received  during  tlie  summer  from 
the  general  government,  yet  lam  informed  by  Mr. 
Chew,  the  commi*.sioner  for  adjusting  the  clrdms, 
that  on  account  of  the  iidbi’maiity  of  returns  and 
vouchers,  and  from  the  press  of  business  from  other 
states  of  a similar  nature  upon  the  offices  at  the 
city  of  ^yaBhing^on,  considerable  sums  remain  sus- 
pended, He  further  ipforms  me  that  every  exer- 
tion is  making  on  his  part  to  bring  the  accounts 
speedily  to  a close,  and  that  he  is  aided,  as  far  as 
it  is  in  their  powpr,  by  the  clerks  ami  officers  con- 
cerned- 

It  is  with  great  mortification  that  I am  compelled 
to  suggest  niy  fear.5  that  the  mode  proposed  for  the 
erection  of  a momimerA  to  the  memory  of  general 
George  Washiiigton,  by  voluntary  subscription,  will 
not  succeed.  Tne  executive  appointed  two  or  more 
persons,  the  most  distinguished  and  influential  in 
each  county  in  the  state,  to  receive  donations,  in 
hopes  that  their  weight  of  character  and  exertions 
would  excite  those  around  to  pay  that  tribute  which 
is  so  justly  due- to  the  memory  of  a man  vdio  is  the 
acknowledged  saviour  ofhis  countiy,  and  the  purest 
patriot  and  brightest  ornament  that  ever  adorned 
human  nature. 

I he  lamented  death  of  Griffin  Stitb,  esq.  one  of 
the  judge.s  of  the  general  court,  occasioned  a va- 
cancy during  ti^e  recess  of  the  legislature,  which 
the  executive  filled  by  the  appointment  of  llicliard 
E.  Parker,  “to  be  approved  or  displaced  by  botii 
houses.” 

f GQp^rminicate  to  the  iegisladure  the 


the  death  of  brigadier'-general  Francis  M.  Boykin, 
wliich  occasions  a vacancy  in  the  eighth  brigade  of 
Virginia  militia;  this  vacancy  will  lie  filled  during 
the  present  session,  by  an  appointment  from  the 
general  assembly. 

The  resignation  of  Nathaniel  IT.  Claiborne,  esq. 
long  a member  of  the  privy  council,  occasions  the 
necessity  of  filling  that  vacancy. 

A.  few  days  hence  1 shall  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  legislature,  seme  other  matter?  that, 
have  been  received  by  this  department,  which  I 
deem  It  my  duty  to  communica  e. 

Fellow  dtizens  of  the  senate, 
and  of  the  house  a f delegates: 

Upon  a review  of  our  past  aml  present  covudlion, 
we  must  acknowledge  that  no  period  has  ever  lieen 
afforded  so  peculiarly  auspicious  for  the  promotion 
and  advancement  of  those  great  and  important  ob- 
jects, that  so  intimately  concern  perpetuation  of 
government,  onr  present  and  future  happiness,  as 
well  as. ail  our  dearest  interests. 

In  this  rising  republic,  every  man  is  born  with 
equal  claims  to  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of 
the  government.  Virtue  and  talents  alone  can  in- 
sure public  patronage;  and,  united,  may  aspire  to 
the  most  distingui.shed  employments.  You  have  it 
in  your  power,  by  laying  a broad  foundation  for  the 
rearing  of  genius  and  the  cultivation  of  the  human 
mind,  to  raise  to  yourselves  an  everlasting  monu- 
ment, an  imperishable  f-me..  You  have  the  right, 
and  your  constituents  have  afforded  you  tlie  means, 
through  a proper  use  of  the  literary  fund,  of  eman- 
cipating the  human  mind  from  the  gloomy  bondage 
of  ignorance. 

They  look  to  you,  and  you  are  accountable  to  them 
at  least  for  the  performance  of  this  all-important 
and  sacred  duty.  Remember,  that  we  ov/e  our  pre- 
sent happy  form  of  government,  our  liberties,  both 
civil  and  religious,  to  the  talents  and  genius  and 
virtue  of  our  predecessors.  They  have  solemnly 
warned  us  that  these  blessings  can  only  be  perpe- 
tuated through  the  means  by  which  they  were  at-, 
tained.  Cease  to  cultivate  the  mind  and  lieurt,  and 
yonr  liberties  are  lost  forever.  Then,  pardon  me, 
for  endeavoring  so  fervently  to  impress  upon  you 
that  you  owe  to  the  rising  generation  and  to  pos- 
terity, as  legislators,  no  obligation  so  solemn 
and  so  sacred  as  that  which  relates  to  their  edu- 
cation and  the  attainment  of  knowledge.  In  vain 
shall  we  transmit  them  the  blessings  of  a free 
government,  whicli  have  cost  our  forefathers  so 
much  blood  and  treasure  to  establishand  preserve,  if 
we  do  not  inspire  them  with  the  capacity  of  enjoying 
it,  through  tlie  means  of  liber.al  and  patriotic  feel- 
ings  and  expanded  minds.  Give  then  to  all,  rich 
and  poor,  equally,  the  means  of  instruction,  and 
your  legislative  labors  will  be  blessed  and  perpetua- , 
ted,  and  your  country  rewarded  in  the  honest, 
liberal,  independent  and  faithful  discharge  of  vour 
duty.  JAMES  P.  PRES  I'ON. 


Legislature  of  North- Carolina. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

To  the  honorable  the  general  assembly  of  the  siate  of 
JVorth-  Carolina. 

Gentlemen- — To  meet  you  at  a period  like  the 
present,  when  our  country,  prosperous  in  her  fo- 
reign and  domestic  relations,  her  citizens  sacrificing 
their  party  differences  at  the  shrine  of  patriotism, 
and  the  earth,  as  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  our  hap- 
piness, has  compensated  with  the  richest  abundance 
the  labors  besto-wed  upon  it — is  a circumstance  per- 
cuiiarly  v;e!j:  calpqlated  to  afford  cause  of  congra-  . 
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tulation,  and  to  cull  forth  tlie  warmest  expressions \ no  ptinlshment  should  be  inflicted  in  direct  *i(> 


of  {gratitude  to  the  great  Author  of  all  these  bless- 
ings. 

The  rapid  progress  we  liave  made  as  a nation, 
in  improveincuts  tending  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  man,  seems  to  point  to  tl»e  high  destiny  re- 
served for  the  United  States,  and  it  oehoves  us  as 
a constituent  member  of  tlie  union,  not  to  b"  back- 
ward in  exertions  calculated  to  give  us  a respecta- 
ble stand  with  our  sister  states  in  this  advancement. 

'I'he  rank  wliich  each  state  has  in  the  union;  is 
in  a great  measure  estimated  hy  her  commercial 


position  to  public  sentiment.  Tb.at  wiilch  most 
men  will  unite  promptly  in  pronotinclng  wrong, 
must  certainly  be  wrong.  And  tbough  the  law  as 
it  now  stands  has  been  in  force  for  some  years,  this 
circumstance  is  not  to  my  mind  conclusive  evidence, 
that  public  sentiment  is  in  it  favcn*.  It  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  public  attention  has  for  some 
years  back,  been  drawn  to  a complete  c.hange  o” 
our  criminal  code,  and  this  law  may  have  been  per- 
mitted to  exist  in  expectation  of  this  change.  Foi- 
my  part  I have  been  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  pub- 


importance.  Siiuated  as  North  Carolina  is,  voiding  , lie  Opinion  is  in  opposition  to  the  present  mode  o5 
iier  exports  through  the  two  adjoining  staves,  slie  Jpunishment,  from  the  circumstance,  that  not  a con- 
has  not  that  consequence  in  tiie  commercial  world,  ; viction  has  taken  place  in  this  state,  since  I I.ave 
to  which  her  population  and  productiveness  so  erni-  jheen  in  office,  but  a petition  has  been  presented  fora 


nently  entitle  her.  To  raise  lier  to  Iier  proper  sta- 
tion, claims  tlie  united  efforts  of  every  North  Ca 
rolinian. 


pardon,  signed,  in  evc-y  instance  corning  at  this 
time  within  niy  recollection,  by  all  the  jury,  and  a 
long  list  of  others  of  the  most  respectable  kind,  S' 


A report  upon  the  stibject  of  opening  an  outlet  | liciting  a pardon  solely  upon  the  ground  of  the  se- 
to  the  ocean  will  probably  be  laid  before  you  at  this  ! verity  of  tlie  punishment.  And  1 have  in  every  in- 


session.  If  it  be  practicable,  the  advantages  arising 
from  it  to  the  state  would  seem  not  worthy  of  a 
competition  with  any  reasonable  expense.  A spirit 
of  internal  improvement  has  of  late  gone  abroad, 
which  if  properly  cherished,  may  be  productive  of 
the  most  beneficial  effects;  and  I am  not  aware  that 
the  surplus  funds  of  the  treasury  can  be  better  ap- 
plied, than  in  aiiling  individual  enterprise,  in  under- 
taking to  advance  the  happiness  and  convenience  of 
our  citizens,  and  to  give  the  state  a rank  among  her 
sister  states  commensurate  with  her  population  and 
ex»^entof  territory. 

To  enlighten  the  public  mind  in  a free  govern- 
ment, has  ever  been  held  the  surest  mode  of  perpe- 
tuating tiie  blessings  of  the  government;  in  propor- 
tion as  e.tch  individual  in  a community  is  informed, 


stance  yielded  to  the  prayer  of  the  peiition,  not  from 
the  belief  that  the  power  of  pardoning  carried  witli 
it  a dispensing  power,  but  from  a firm  conviction 
that  public  sentiment  was  in  hostility  to  tlie  pre- 
sent law,  and  that  every  officer  is  bound,  no  matter 
by  what  tenure  he  may  hold  his  office,  to  p.iy  re- 
spect to  that  sentiment. 

A well  organized  and  well  trained  militia  is  no 
doubt  the  surest  safeguard  in  a free  country,  and 
deserves  all  the  encomiums  which  have  upon  va- 
rious occasions  been  lavished  upon  that  species  of 
force.  Hut  the  great  difficulty  in  this  as  well  as 
many  other  slates  seems  to  exist  in  obtaining  a 
force  of  this  description  thus  well  organized  and 
trained.  Without  meaning  any  disparagement  to 
the  courage  or  patriotism  of  the  militia  of  this  state, 


just  in  that  portion  is  he  calculated  to  appreciate  he  fact  is  too  evident  to  be  denied  that  they  are 
the  benefits  derived  from  that  community.  'I'o  de-  j in  a deplorable  state  as  regards  discipline.  To  give 
vise  a plan  by  whicli  instruction  may  be  extensive- 1 to  this  great  mass  of  moral  and  physical  force,  the 
ly  diffused,  occupied  some  portion  of  the  attention  | efficiency  which  it  merits  and  is  capable  of  receiving, 
of  the  last  legislature,  and  as  th.e  subject  may  be  i it  is  indispensable  that  they  should  be  instructed 
again  submitted  for  your  consideration,  it  may  not  | and  practised  in  the  rule  by  which  they  are  to  be  gc» 
be  unseasonable  for  me  thus  to  invite  your  attention  verned. — Towards  an  accomplishment  of  this  im- 

' portaiU  work,  tlie  expediency  of  instituting  a sys- 
tem, which  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  call  into  the 
field  at  the  public  expense,  and  for  longer  periods 
than  at  present,  certain  portions  of  the  commission- 
ed and  non-commissioned  officers,  is  recommended 


to  it  in  a particular  manner 

Upon  the  two  foriner  occasions,  when  I had  the 
honor  to  address  you,  I took  the  liberty  of  soliciting 
ytiur  attention  to  the  judiciary,  and  you  may  judge 
of  tlie  importance  attached  to  the  subject  in  my 
mind,  fi-om  my  again  bri  iging  it  before  you.  It  j foryour  consideration.  The  instruction  and  discip- 
will  he  readily  admitted,  that  next  to  the  legi;da- 1 line  thus  acquired,  would  gradually  diffuse  through 
tive,  this  is  tiie  next  most  important  brancli  of ; the  entire  body  of  the  militia  tliat  practical  know 
the  gbvernmen;,  and  upon  its  proper  organization 
a great  deal  depends.  The  accumulating  duties 
of  the  present  circuit  judges  would  seem  to  de- 
mand, that  their  attention  should  exclusively  be  de- 
voted to  the  duties  of  their  circuit;  and  whether 
the  supreme  court,  whose  decisions  are  to  deter-  j 
mine  what  is  the  law  ot  the  land,  and  are  to  be  hand- 
ed down  as  precedents  for  tlie  guidance  of  future 
generavions,  should  not  be  composed  of  men,  who 
could  devote  their  time  and  attention  exclusively  to 
the  business  of  that  court,  seems  to  me  well  wor- 
thy of  consideration.  A curtailment  of  the  circuits 
also,  is  with  defere  nee  recommended. 

A complete  revlsal  of  the  criminal  code  of  our 
state  has  frequent  occupied  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gislature, and  may  possibly  be  brought  before  you 
this  session.  Should  it  not,  there  is  one  part  of  it 
whic’i  appears  to  me  to  require  amendment;  I al- 
lude to  the  punisimient  of  horse  stealing.  I ans  ful- 
ly sensible  of  the  delicacy  with  w.'ucii  subjects  oi 
this  sort  should  be  touched;  but  feel  mvself  tread 


ledge  and  promptitude  for  active  service,  which  are 
the  great  ends  to  be  pursued. 

In  conformity  with  a resolution  of  the  last  general 
assembly,  I enquired  of  the  commanding  officers  ot* 
the  couniies  t)  which  arms  had  been  di.stribuS.ed 
by  the  act  of  1812,  relative  to  the  situation  of  tiie 
arms.  Tlie  result  of  that  enquiry  may  be  seen  upon 
an  examination  of  the  packet  marked  (A)  contain- 
ing the  reports  of  the  officers.  Tlie  act  of  1812 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  distribute  the 
arms  which  may  thereafter  be  received  from  the 
general  government,  to  certain  counties  named  in 
the  act.  I declined  complying  with  the  rcqui.sltes 
•>f  this  act  as  to  the  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty 
stand  received  in  1816,  until  the  sentiments  of  tiie 
;egislature  should  be  expressed  upon  the  rec?piinn 
•of  the  report  of  the  state  of  the  ar.ns  already  dis- 
■ributed.  These  arms  still  await  your  disposLiion 
at  the  United  States’  store  houses,  in  Winning  uu 
and  Newbern. 

Information  has  been  received  tli.at  t'nc  o;  ln\:'.ct: 


mg  upon  safe  ground,  when  1 take  the  position,  Uiau  deparunent  of  tlie  Uimed  States  is  prep  a-c  .!.  to 
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liver  li'.e  proportion  of  arms  and  equipments  to 
which  this  state  is  entitled  by  an  act  of  congress. 
An  ofiVr  has  been  made  to  deliver  in  artillery  a 
proportion  of  il.e  value  of  what  may  be  found  due. 
There  bein.g  no  .autlmrity  to  assent  to  this  proposal, 
the  subject  is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

I lost,  no  time  in  transTratting  to  Mrs,  Blakely  the 
resolution  of  the  last  se.ssion  relative  to  the  main- 
t(  nance  of  her  child.  Mrs  Blakely  has  accepted  the 
oiTcr  m.tde  by  the  legislature,  and  has  drawn  upon 
the  treasurer  for  six  hundred  dollars  for  its  support 
lor  five  years,  arcompanied  with  a request,  that 
should  this  siim  be  tliought  large,  the  legislature 
would  greatly  add  to  the  obligations  she  is  already 
under,  if  a sum  could  be  named  forwhich  she  might 
draw  for  semi-annually.  That  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion directing  the  sword  voted  capt.  Blakely  by  a 
former  legislature,  to  be  /urcliased  and  presented 
to  Mrs.  Blakely,  has  not  been  carried  intQ  effect, 
and  it  is  sabn3itted  if  some  other  present,  for  in- 
stance a set  of  te.a  plate,  would  not  be  a more  suit- 


of  the  commanding  officer,  and  as  general  Robert® 
iiad  not  evinced  any  wish  to  have  a jtuliclal  investi, 
gation  of  liis  conduct,  and  had  further  evin.ced  that 
his  honor  was  not  to  be  relied  on,  for  rr.akiug  his 
appearance,  I conceived  myself  authorised  lo  or-'ler 
him  into  close  ccufinement.  From  lliis  close  con- 
finement the  judge  who  rode  the  circuit  thought 
proper  to  release  him,  and  feeling  no  disposition 
to  have  the  farce  of  assembling  a court  martial  re- 
acted without  any  compulsory  pov’er  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  gen.  Rohercs,  an  order  was  issued  by 
my  direction  to  prevent  the  assemblage  of  the 
court  a second  time.  This  statement  is  made  witli 
a view  to  obtain  a legislative  provision,  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  officers  on  court  martial,  if  the 
decision  of  the  judge  be  correct. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  a cause  of  differ- 
ence should  exist  between  two  states,  having  s-ic!i 
strong  inducements  to  union  as  North  C:a*olina  and 
Tennessee. 

The  memorial  which  was  presented  to  the  Ust 


hie  present,  the  child  being  a female.  Mrs.  Blake-  se.ssio»of  congress,  having  been  as  I have  been  in- 
v’s  letters  upon  this  subject  are  submitted  in  the ' formed,  postponed  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 


i 

file  (B.) 

Incompliance  with  the  resolution  authorising 
and  requesting  the  governor  to  order  a court  mar- 
tial for  the  trial  of  general  Roberts,  an  oiKler  was 
issued  for  the  court  to  assemble  at  the  court  house 
n N-i'vvbe  rn  on  tlie  16lh  of  June.  General  Roberts 
was  arrested  but  permitted  to  go  at  large.  He 
was  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the 
court  and  seiwed  with  a copy  of  the  charges  and 
specHications.  The  court  assembled  at  the  time 
and  place  appointed,  and  general  Roberhs  not  mak- 
ing his  appearance,  the  court  declined  trying  him 
on  tl)e  original  charges  and  specifications,  but 
cashiered  him  for  breach  of  arrest  in  not  making 
Ids  appearance,  and  without  notice  of  the  charges. 
Upon  the  proceedings  being  submitted  for  my 
approbation,  they  were  disapproved  upon  the 
ground  lh.at  a man  could  not  be  tried  in  his  ab- 
sence without  notice. — 1 then  directed  the  adjutant 
general  to  issue  an  order  to  the  conamanding  offi- 
cer of  the  county  of  Carteret,  to  order  out  a detach- 
ment of  militia  if  necessary  to  arrest  general  Ro- 
berts and  keep  him  in  close  confinement  until  the 
court  could  be  assembled;  ai»d  a court  w.as  accord- 
ingly ordered  to  a.3semble  again  at  the  court  house 
inNewbern  on  the  13th  October.  This  latter  pro- 
ceeding was  founded  upon  the  following  clause  in 
Macomb  upon  Martial  Law.  p.  54. 

“Although  the  martial  law  make  no  mention  of 
any  difference  in  the  manner  of  the  arrest  in  order 
a difference  is  established  by  the  custom 
of  the  army,  according  to  the  degree  or  measure  of 
the  crime.  An  officer  accused  of  a capital  crime, 
or  any  offence  of  which  the  penalty  is  so  severe  as 
to  excite  a natural  temptation  to  escape  from  jus- 
tice, ought  to  be  detained  in  a state  of  confinement 
•iS  secure  as  tlie  closest  civil  imprisonment.  If  the 
offence  be  of  a lighter  nature,  the  presumption  is, 
that  the  officer  whose  character  is  thus  impeached, 
must  be  solicitou.s  to  obtain  a judicial  investigation 
of  iiis  conduct,  and  he  is  therefore  generally  al- 
lowed lo  walk  about  witlfm  certain  limits  without 
his  sword,  on  his  word  of  honor,  to  await  the  issue 
of  a trial,  or  his  eulargemf  nt  by  proper  authority.— 
'i  he  degree  and  measure  of  the  arrest  must,  howe- 
yer,  be  entirely  at  the  discretion  of  the  comreand- 
ing  officer,  who  will  in  all  cases  regulate  ])js  con- 
duct by  the  p.arlicular  circumstances,  and  by  the 
dictates  of  propriety  and  humanity.’^  Upon  thi.s 
latter  part  of  the  clause,  believing  the  degree  and 
Xiieasureof  l<he  arrest  to  be  solely  at  tiic  discretion 


of  business,  it  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  whe- 
llier  the  bringing  the  subject  again  to  tlie  view  of 
congress  by  another  ipemorial  (lest  the  one  alrea- 
dy presented  should  be  permitted  to  remain  another 
session  among  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last,) 
treating  with  due  respect  the  feelings  of  our  sister 
slate,  but  at  the  same  time,  supporting  with  dig- 
nity and  firnmes.s  the  rights  of  N Carolina,  would 
be  deemed  superfluous  or  intrusive. 

A letter  is  herewith  submitted  from  George  Gi-a- 
bam,  esq,  acting  secretary  of  war,  containing  iufir- 
mation  tiiat  the  commissioners  appointed  to  treat 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  have  signed  a treaty  by 
which  that  nation  liave  relinquished  their  claim  to 
a tract  of  country  including  the  whole  of  the  land, 
claimed  by  them  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of 
N.  Carolina,  and  that  this  treaty  would  be  submit- 
ted to  the  senate  at  their  next  session. 

Tlie  claim  of  North  Carolina  ag.ainst  the  U.  Stales 
for  monies  advanced  by  the  state,  in  payment  of 
militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
remains  unsettled.  The  war  department  has  been 
from  tinie  to  time  furiiished  with  the  documents 
called  for.  By  a letter  received  a few  days  since 
fron)  the  3d  auditoi*,  I am  informed  that  upon  an 
estimate  being  furnished  of  the  probable  amount  of 
the  outstanding  claims,  a further  sum  will  be  ad- 
vanced  to  the  executive  of  the  state  to  meet  the 
payment  of  them;  and  that  a final  adjustment  will 
be?  made  upon  the  completion  of  tlie  payments,  and 
the  transmission  of  the  additional  documents. 

On  this  last  occasion  of  addressing  you,  I cannot 
omit  the  fit  opportunity  of  presenting  to  you,  and 
through  you  to  your  predecessors,  my  sincere 
ilianks  for  the  repeated  instances  of  confidence  re^ 
posed  in  me.  The  indulgence  witli  which  my  con- 
duct while  in  office  has  been  viewed  by  my  friends, 
will  always  be  remembered  with  gratitude.  In  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  the  state,  I have  no  doubt 
committed  many  errors.  It  is  the  province  of  hu- 
manity. But  1 can  with  confidence  affirm,  that  they 
have  been  en’ors  of  tlie  understanding  and. not  of 
inclination. 

That  your  deliberations  will  be  directed  to  the 
inierest  and  prosperity  of  the  state,  your  consti- 
tuents liave  a sure  gurrantee  in  the  circumstance  of 
your  being  selected  from  them,  from  your  attach- 
naent  to  and  knowledge  of  their  interest. 

With  the  highest  consideration  and  respect,  ^ 
have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  obedient  .servant, 

WlLUAxM  MILLER. 
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CONGRESS. 

8KKATE. 

nec.  8-:SIr.  Sanf.vd  submitted  the 

)iion  for  consideration,  which  lies  one  day  otj  xhe  senate  resun 


I Jh'cemhe^'  11. — AH  the  forms  hei’g'  passed 
'through,  Messrs,  Walter  Leak  and  Tlios.  fl.  Wil- 
liams took  their  seats  as  senators  from  ilie  new 


moi 

coil  s^  — 

erf,  That  the  committee  of  finance  enquire 
wlial  alleranons  or  amendments  may  be  required  in  ig^^eed  l hereto. 

Electing  the  duties  charged  : crandim.r 


esumerl  the  cor.sideration  of  xhe  mo- 


tion of  the  10th  instant,  for  iii formation  relating  to 
the  prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,  and 


the  present  system  of  co  _ 

on  the  value  of  merrlu  ndize  imported  into  tb.e  Uni-  i^ppr^jnted  by  ballot — a list  of  which  shall  be  giv 
ted  States;  and  what  further  legal  provisions  !|/eieaftt-T. 

in  rM'/loi"  coftif#.  ttif.  priii5)l  QTirl  r.prtjiin  i 


The  standing  committees  of  the  senate  w'ere  then 

en 


necessary  in  order  to  secure  the  equal  and  certain 
collection  of  tl  ose  duties. 

Mr.  Bavhaur  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to- 


HOUSE  OF  HErilf  SEXTATlVF.8, 

Wednesduy^  Dec  3. — On  motion  of  .Mr.  Taylor^ 


mo  row,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a re.solulion  proposing  * York,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 

to  the  several  states  an  amendment  to  constiiu- 1 „„  ^he  slate  of  the  union,  Mr. 

lion  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  ‘«tenial  ^,P  to  the  chair. 

imnTnvfam^ftntc  * — i « _ a.\  _ . i_ 


improvements. 

Dec.  9. — No  material  business  was  done  to  day,  I 
exrppt  th.e  following: 

-Mr,  Jkirbonr,  of  ^■irginia,  in  pursuance  of  notice  I 


yesterday  given,  introduced  the  following  reso/;/G(i« 


The  president’s  message  was  tlie  subject  of  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Taylor^  moved  a series  of  resolutions,  em- 
bracing the  following  references  of  various  parts  of 


J'oi  LVi  uniendmevt  to  the  Cojistituticn  of  the  United]^ 
States,  in  relation  to  internal  imjyro’vements. 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  following  amendment  to 


message: 


Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  mess:ige  of  the 
pre.sident  of  the  United  States,  as  relates  to  the 


Jtesoived,  O.  C.  i nut  tne  toiiov  mg  i of  foreign  affairs,  and  to  our  commercial 

tlie  coiisutut  on  of  die  United  States,  t>e  proposed  , British  colonial  ports,  be  referred 

to  the  legislatures  ofthe  several  states  11  hich,  when  .q.  select  committee. 


ra'xfitd  by  the  legi.slatures  of  three  fourths  of  the 
states,  slial!  be  vali;!  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
a part  of  the  said  constitution:  “Congress  shall 
liivve  power  to  pass  laws  appropriating  money  for 


to  a select  committee. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  military  affairs;  so 
much  as  relates  to  an  improvement  in  liie  organiza- 
tion and  discipline  of  tlie  militia;  so  much  as  re- 
- - , . . dales  to  naval  affairs;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  im- 

ccnsiructing  rpaas  and  canals,  and  improving  the  provement  of  the  indian  tribes  in  the  arts  of  civiliz* 
navigaiion  of  water  courses.  Provided,  hoavever,  ^^..p^.  much  as  relates  to  roads,  canals,  and  se- 


that  no  road  or  canal,  shall  be  conducted  in  any 
state,  nor  t!»e  navigation  of  its  waters  improved, 
witliout  il'.e  conseut  of  such  state.  And  provided, 
also,  that  whenever  congress  shall  appropriate  mo- 
uey  to  these  objects,  the  amount  thereof  sliall  be 
dislriauted  among  the  several  suites,  in  the  ratio  of 
repi-esentation  which  each  state  shall  have  in  the 
niosL  numerous  branch  of  the  national  leg'islature. 
Hut  the  portion  of  any  state,  with  its  own  consent, 
may  be  applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid,  in  any 
o'j.er  state.” 

Tlie  resolution  lies  on  the  table  for  considera- 
tion. 


minariesof  learning;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  il- 
licit introduction  of  slaves  from  Amelia  i.sland  into 
the  United  States;  so  much  as  re’ates  to  the  public 
buildings,  and  the  erection  of  new  edifices  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  heads  of  departments  and 
the  attorney  general;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  sur- 
viving officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 
army;  be  severally  referred  to  select  committees, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  manufactures,  be  re- 
j ferred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  uianuCac- 
Itures;  so  much  as  relates  to  tlie  subject  of  revenue, 


r,  , , . . , ...  and  a repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  be  referred  to  the 

[k  vras  read  a second  time  the  next  day,  and  refer- 1 committee  of  ways  and  means;  so  much  as  relates 
red  to  a committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Harbour,  ^p  from  the  Indian  tribes,  to  the 

King,  Lacock,  Macon  and  Eppes.]  | committee  on  public  lands. 

The  first  resolution  having  been  read  for  consi- 


Oii  balioUing  for  a Chaplain  on  ilie  part  of  the 
senate,  the  Rev,  Mr  Haw'let,  Pastor  of  St.John’s 
church  in  Washington,  was  duly  elected. 

Dec.  10.  — Mr.  JVIorro7i>,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration; 

Resolved,  That  the  Pre.sident  of  tlie  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess  relating  to  the  pro- 
gress made  in  surveying  the  several  tracts  of  mili- 
tary bounty  lands  appropriated  by  Congress,  in  the 
state  of  Indiana,  and  the  Missouri  territory,  for  the 
late  army  of  the  United  States,  and  the  time  at  which 
such  surveys  will  probably  be  completed. 

Mr.  Siwford,  of  X.  Y.  submitted  the  following 
motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  senate  information  of  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  setllemeni  of 
public  accounts,  under  the  “act  to  provide  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  public  accounts,”  and  that  he 
also  state  what  further  legal  provision,  may  be,  in 
his  opinion,  necessary  to  ensure  their  speedy  settle- 
ment. 

These  motions  lie  on  the  table  one  dav.  of  course. 


deration,  Mr.  Clay  (i\\e  speaker)  moved  to  amend 
the  same  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  followir.g 
words: 

“And  tliat  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
enquire  whetlier  any,  and  if  any,  what  provisions 
of  law  are  necessary  to  ensure,  to  tlie  American  co- 
lonies of  Spain,  a just  observance  of  tlie  duties  in- 
cident to  the  neutral  relation  in  which  the  United 
States  stand,  in  the  existing  war  between  them  and 
Spain.” 

.Mr  Clay  said,  that  his  presenting  at  so  early  a 
period  of  the  session,  this  subject  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house,  was  in  consequence  of  certain, 
proceedings  which  he  had  seen  represented  in  the 
public  prints  as  having  taken  place  before  certain  of 
our  courts  of  justice.  Two  or  lliree  cases  beaiing 
on  this  subject  hud  come  to  his  knowledge,  which 
he  wlslied  to  state  to  the  house.  ’I  he  first  find  oc- 
curred at  Philadelphia,  befire  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  held  in  that  city.  'J'he  ciicu;n- 
stances  of  the  case,  for  whicii  liuwevcr  he  did  not 
pretend  to  vouch,  liaving  received  them  t.bvoug!'. 
i tiie  channel  :dready  indicated,  were  lliese:  if  ihc-y 
! were  incorrectly  slated,  he  was  liapny  that  a geor 
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tleman  had  taken  his  seat  this  morning  from  that 
city,  who  wotild  be  able  to  correct  him:  tliat  nine 
or  ten  British  disbanded  officers  had  formecl  in  E'l- 
rope  tl)e  resolution  to  unite  themselves  .with  the 
Spanisl)  ])atriots  in  the  contest  existing  between 
tliem  and  Spain;  that  to  carry  into  effect  this  inten- 
tion, they  had  sailed  from  Europe,  and  in  their 
transit  to  South  America  had  touched  at  the  port 
of  Pail  idelphia;  that,  during  their  residence  in 
Philadelpliia,  wearing  j^erlsaps  the  arms  and  habili- 
ments of  military  rneoy  making  no  disguise  of  their 
intention  to  participate  in  ll>e  straggle,  they  took 
passage  in  a vessel  bound  to  some  port  in  South 
America;  that,  a knowledge  ofthis  fact  having  come 
to  the  ears  of  the  public  autliorities,  or,  perhaps 
at  the  instigation  of  some  agent  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, a prosecution  was  commenced  against 
these  officers,  who,  from  their  inability  to  procure 
bail,  were  confined  in  prison.  If,  said  Mr.  C.  the 
circumstances  attending  this  trans  lation  be  correct- 
ly stated,  it  becomes  an  imperious  duty  in  the  house 
to  institute  the  enquiry  contemplated  by  the  amend- 
ment which  I have  proposed,  Tiiat  this  was  an  ex- 
traordinary case  was  demonstrated  by  the  fact  of 
the  general  sensation  which  it  liad  excited  on  the 
subject,  in  the  place  where  it  had  occurred.  Filled 
as  that  respectable  and  poptilous  city  is  with  men 
wlio  differ  widely  on  political  topics  and  entertaining 
various  views  of  public  affairs,  but  one  sentiment, 
Mr.  C.  said,  prevailed  on  this  subject,  whicli  was 
favorable  to  the  persons  thus  arraigtted.  With  re- 
gard to  the  conduct  of  the  court  on  this  occasion, 
he  would  say  nothing:  The  respect  which,  whilst 

he  had  a seat  on  this  floor,  he  should  always  shew 
to  every  department  of  the  government;  the  re- 
spect he  entertained  for  the  honorable  judge  who 
had  presided,  forb:^de  him  from  pronouncing  the 
decision  of  that  court  to  have  been  unwarranted 
by  laV/.  But  he  felt  himself  perfectly  s\istained  in 
saying,  that  if  the  proceeding  was  warranted  by  the 
existing  law,  it  was  the  irhperious  duty  of  congress 
to  alter  the  law  in  this  respect.  For,  what,  he  ask- 
ed, was  the  neutral  obligation  which  one  nation 
owed  to  another  engaged  in  war.?  't’he  essence  of 
it  is  this;  that  the  belligerent  metms  of  the  neutral 
sliall  not  be  employed  in  tlie  war  in  favor  of  either 
of  the  parlies.  That  is  the  whole  of  the  obligation 
of  a third  party  in  a war  between  two  others;  it 
certainly  does  not  require  of  one  nation  to  restrain 
the  belligerent  means  of  other  nations.  If  those  na- 
t-ions  choose  to  permit  their  means  to  be-  employed 
in  behalf  of  either  part}q  it  is  their  bu.siness  to  look 
t-o  it,  and  not  ours.  Let.tlte  conduct  of  the  per- 
sons prosecuted  be  regarded  in  its  most  unfavorable 
light;  let  it  be  considered  as  the  passage  of  troops 
■t.lirough  our  countr)'^  and  there  was  nothing  in  our 
iieutrai  obligations  forbidding  it.  The  passage  of 
troops  through  a neutral  country  according  to  his 
i-mpressions,  was  a question  depending  on  the  par- 
ticular interest,  quiet  or  repose  of  the  country  tra- 
versed, and  might  be  granted  or  refused  at  its  dis- 
cretioin,  witliou'.  in  an>  degree  affecting  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  neuiral  to  either  of  the  parties  engaged 
in  the  controversy.  But  surely,  Mr.  C.  said,  lius 
was  not  a case  of  the  passage  of  troops;  the  persons 
appreliended  not  being  in  sufficient  number,  nor  or- 
gariized  or  equipped  in  such  a manner  as,  under  any 
construction,  to  const jtUi.e  a military  corps.  On, 
this  case  he  would  detain  the  house  no  longer,  he 
said;  for  he  was  sali;^iied  they  could  not  but  agree 
with  liim,  if  the  law  justified  the  proceeding  that 
had  taken  place,  that  law  ought  to  be  immediately 
amended.  0-tlier  cases  had  occurred  in  which  it 
♦opeared  to  him  it  became  the  congress  to  inter-. 


pose  its  authority.  Persons  sailing  under  the  flag 
of  the  provinces  had  been  arraigned  in  our  courts, 
and  tried  for  piracy;  in  one  case,  after  having  been 
arraigned,  tried,  and  acquitted  of  pii’acy,  the  same 
individuals,  on  the  instigation  of  a Spanish  offi.-’er 
or  agent,  iiad  been  again  arraigned  for  tiie  same  of- 
fence. The  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  would 
correct  liim  if  lie  was  wrong,  for  the  case  liad  oc- 
curred in  the  town  of  Boston.  We  admit  the  flag 
of  these  colonies  intoour  ports,  said  Mr.  C.  wepn> 
fess  to  be  neutral;  but  if  our  laws  pronounce,  that, 
the  moment  the  property  and  persons  under  that 
flag  enter  our  por  e,  they  shall  be  seized,  the  one 
claimed  by  the  Spanish  minister  or  consul  as  the 
property  of  Spain,  and  the  other  prosecuted  as  pi- 
rates, tiiat  law  oughtto  be  altered  if  we  mean  to 
perform  our  neutral  professions.  I have  brought 
the  subject  before  this  house  thus  promptly,  said 
Mr.  C.  because  I trust  that  in  this  house  the  cause 
will  find  justice;  that,  however  treated  elsewhere, 
on  this  floor  will  be  found  a guardian  interest  at- 
tending to  our  performance  of  the  just  obligations 
of  neutrality.  Hitherto,  he  said,  whatever  might 
have  been  our  intentions,  our  acts  had  been  all  on 
the  other  side.  From  the  proclamation  of  1815, 
issued  to  terminate  an  expedition  supposed  to  be 
organizing  in  Louisiana,  an  expedition  existing  only 
in  the  mind  of  chevalier  de  Onis,  down  to  the  late 
act — whether  the  measure  was  a proper  one  or  not 
he  did  not  say;  his  confidence  in  the  executive  led 
him  to  suppose  it  was  adopted  on  sufficient  grounds 
— down  to  the  order  for  suppressing,  as  it  was  call- 
ed, the  establishments  at  Amelia  island  and  Gal- 
veztown — all  the  acts  of  the  government  had  been 
on  one  side:  they  all  bore  against  the  colonies, 
against  the  cause  in  which  the  patriots  of  South 
America  were  arduously  engaged.  It  became  us, 
he  said,  to  look  to  the  other  side,  honestly  intend- 
ing neutrality,  as  he  believed  we  did.  Let  us  re- 
collect the  condition  of  ti\e  patriots;  no  minister 
liere  to  spur  on  our  government,  as  was  said  in  an 
interesting  and  it  appeared  to  him  a very  candid 
work  recently  publislied  in  this  country  respecting 
the  progress  of  the  South  American  revolution — 
no  minister  liere  to  be  rewarded  by  noble  honors  in 
consequence  of  tlie  influence  he  is  supposed  to 
possess  with  tlie  American  government.  No:  their 
unfortunate  case,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  what  ours  had 
been  in  the  years  1778  and  1779 — their  ministers, 
like  our  Franklins  and  Jays  at  that  day,  were  skulk- 
ing about  Europe,  imploring  inexorable  legitimacy 
for  one  kind  look — some  aid  to  terminate  a war  af- 
flicting to  humanity.  Nay,  their  situation  was  wors6 
than  ours;  for  we  had  one  great  and  magnanimous 
ally  to  recognize  ns,  but  no  nation  had  stepped 
forward  to  acknowledge  any  of  these  provinces. — 
Such  disparity  between  tiie  parties,  Mr.  C.  said, 
demanded  a just  attention  to  tlie  interests  of  the 
party  wiiich  was  unrepresented:  and  if  the  facts 
which  he  had  mentioned,  ai»d  others  which  had 
come  to  liis  knowledge,  were  correct,  they  loudly 
demanded  the  interposition  of  congress.  He  trust- 
ed the  house  would  give  the  subject  their  attention, 
and  shew  that  here,  in  this  place,  the  obligations 
of  neutrality  would  be  strictly  regarded  in  respect 
to  Spanish  Amei’ica. 

Mr.  Sergeant  rose,  in  consequence  of  the  gen- 
, tleman  having  appealed  >10  him,  not  to  enter  into 
any  discussion  of  the  question  presented  by  the 
amendment,  but  to  speak  of  the  facts  which  were 
within  his  knotvletlge.  The  statement  made  by  the 
Speaker  was  substantially  correct;  it  was  also  cor- 
rect that  the  circumstance  had  occasioned  consider- 
able sensation  among  all  parlies  in  the  city  of  Flii- 
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ladelphin.  Mr.  S.  rpc^piuilated  the  principle  facts,  \ 
adrlinsT,  that  the  vessel  in  which  these  persons  em- 
barked was  laden  witli  munitions  of  war.  As  re- 
spected the  views  and  intentions  of  the  persons  ap- 
preheml.-d,  .Mr  S.  said,  he  believed  they  hud  nei- 
ther anv  intention  nor  any  idea  of  violating'  'he  laws 
of  the  United  S ai'^s,  and  that  their  conduct  hud 
been  perfectly  dec(>rous  and  correct.  The  court 
bad  thought  they  had  offended  against  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  l^st  session;  or  were  so  far  at  least 
of  that  opinion,  that  they  thought  it  necessary  to 


For  the  Department  of  State — Messrs.  Forsyth 
lla.sbronck  and  Scudder. 

For  the  Treasury^ — Messrs.  Lowndes,  Allen  of 
Va.  and  March-aml. 

For  (he  Departwent  of  War — Messrs,  Johnson,  of 
I Ky.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  and  Herkimer. 

For  the.  S\'avy  Department — Messrs.  Pleasants, 
StoiTs  and  Sampson. 

For  the  General  Post  Office — Messrs.  Ingham, 
Hubbard  and  Huntingdon, 

For  the  Public  Buildings — Messrs,  Tucker,  of 


detain  the  .1.  The  bail  demanded  was  not  high;  but  j Va.  Dr  ake  and  Orr. 
tliey  w>  re  no+  able  to  procure  it,  and  were  there-  On  so  much  of  the  President's  JMcssage  as  relateo 
fiuv  comnditf  J to  gaol.  It  was  because  of  the  cor- I Foreign  A fairs— 'Wes'^vs.  Fnrsytli,  Holmes,  of 
reel  denortanent  of  these  persons,  that  the  senii-  ■ Mass.  Barbour,  of  Va.  Robertson,  of  Lou.  Porter, 
reent  ii.  their  favor  had  been  so  general— but  no  | On*  and  GoodviTn. 

complaint  was  made  of  the  court,  for  which  the  On  Military  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Ky. 

Rloo  nfie.ld,  Reed,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  Forney 
and  Gage. 

On  the  AriUtia.  Messrs.  Harrison,  Smyth  of  Va, 
Quarles,  Williams  of  Con.  Jones,  i^inn  and  Morton. 
On  S'avnl  Affairs — Messrs.  Pleasants,  Silsbee, 
The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Clay,  to  the  first  j Wendover,  Parrot,  Ringgold,  Savage  and  Schuyler, 
resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition.  On  Indian  Affairs — Messrs.  Southward,  Wiliiam.s, 

The  committee  of  the  whole  rose  and  reported! of  N.  Y.  Murray,  Slocumb,  Butler,  Richards  and 
their  adoption  of  the  several  resolutions  moved  bylTarr, 


Same  respect  was  e.ntertained  with  wliiclt  the  Speak- 
er himself  had  regarded  it.  He  had  mentioned 
these  facts  only,  that  the  liouse  might,  when  the  time 
came  for  acting  on  it,  be  aware  of  the  construction 
put  on  the  existing  law,  so  far  as  any  had  been  given. 


Mr.  'FayLor,  with  the  anie  .dment,  which  the  house 
agreed  to  nem.  con.  and  the  committees  were  order- 
ed to  be  appointed  accorrlingly. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday y Dec.  4.  — Three  other  members  ap- 
peared, viz.  from  Virginia,  .Mr.  Johnson,-  from  Ma- 
ryland, Mr.  Bayly\  and  from  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Daldio  n. 


On  Internal  Improvement — Messrs.  Tucker,  of  Va, 
Talm-adge,  Ingham,  Slorrs,  Claggett,  Robertson  of 
Ky.  and  Lewis. 

Respecting  Amelia  Island— Messrs.  Middleton, 
Smith,  Upham,  Sawyer,  Ball,  Mumford  and  Cook. 

On  the  Public,.  Buildings — .Messrs.  Parris,  Bassett 
Bellinger,  Taylor,  Forsytli,  Crafts  and  Folger. 
Respecting  the  surviving  Revolutionary  Patriots— 


The  following  committees  were  announced,  hav-|  Messrs.  Bloomfield,  Reed,  Stuart,  Rhea,  Smith  of 
ing  been  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  in  pursuance  of;  Md.  Wallace  and  Hall. 

the  order  of  /yesterday:  . j A number  of  petitions  were  presented  and  refer- 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — Messrs.  Lowndes,  |red. 

Smith  of  Md.  Burwell,  Pitkin,  Abbott,  Sergeant  On  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock,  Resolved  that  the 
and  Trimble.  committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  en- 

Of  Elections — Messrs.  Taylor,  Tyler,  Merrill, ' quire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  by 
Shaw,  Boss,  Whitman  and  Strong.  jlaw  for  the  commutation  into  money  of  the  milita- 

Of  Commerce  and  Manufactures — Messrs.  New- try  bounty  lands  granted  by  congress. 


ton,  Seybert,  Moseley,  Irving,  M’Lane,  Crawford 
and  Kinsey. 

Of  Claims — Messrs.  Williams  of  N.  C.  Rich, 
Bateman,  M’Coy,  Huntingdon,  Schuyler  and  Walk- 
er of  Ky. 

Of  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Herbert, 
Miller,  Peter,  Boden,  Strother,  Claiborne  and  Cobb. 

On  the  Public  Lands — Messrs.  Robertson  of  Lou. 
Anderson  of  Ky.  Mercer,  Campbell,  Hendricks, 
Terry  and  Man*. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — IMessrs.  Ing- 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  constitu- 
tion  adopted  for  the  new  state  of  Mississippi. 

The  resolution  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of 
Mississippi  into  the  Union,  was  received  from  the 
senate,  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a committee  of 
of  the  whole. 

FHday,  December  5,  Mr.  Ballard  Smith,  of  Vir- 
ginia, appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Robertson  of  I^u.  offered  the  following  re.so- 
lution  for  consideration: 

7?esoZT:ie£/,  Tliat  the  president  of  tlie  United  State* 
ham,  Blount,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Townsend,  Nelson  of  j be  requested  to  lay  before  the  liouse  of  representa- 
Mass.  Colston  and  Terrell.  lives  such  information  as  he  may  possess  a»>d  think 


On  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims — Messrs. 
Rhea,  Wilkin,  Ruggles,  VV.  P.  Maciay,  Sherwood, 
Ellicott  and  Owen. 

On  Public  Expenditure — Messrs.  Desha,  Anderson 
of  Pa.  Garnett,  Cushman,  Culbreth,  Hunter  and 
Holmes  of  Con. 

On  the  Judiciary — Messrs.  Nelson  of  Va.  Hopkin- 
son,  Spencer,  Edwards,  Beecher,  Livermore  and 
Hale. 

On  Accounts — Messrs.  Little,  Bennett  and  Allen, 
of  Mass. 

Of  Revisal  and  unfnished  business — Messrs.  Sa- 
vage, Whiteside  and  Westerlo. 

On  Private  Land  Claims — Messrs.  Herrick,  Hies- 
ter,  Pindall,  Hogg  and  Tompkins. 

Committees  of  investigation  into  expenditures, 
S-x. 


proper  to  communicate,  relative  to  the  indepen- 
dence and  political  condition  of  the  provinces  of 
Spanish  America. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Robertson  said,  that  he  supposed  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  reswlu- 
tion  which  he  h*d  just  submitted  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  house.  He  fousd,  from  the  late  mes- 
sage of  the  president,  that  the  attention  of  the 
house,  as  well  as  of  the  nation,  had  been,  in  a gene- 
ral way,  directed  to  the  situation  of  the  prcvinces 
of  Spanish  America.  Tiie  president  had  observed 
toe,  and  very  truly  that  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  sympathized  in  the  events  which':^  af- 
fected their  neighbors.  Mr.  R.  said,  that,  as  far 
back  as  tlie  year  18L1,  this  subject  had  excite:- 
considerable  interest;  tliat  a committee  had  been 
riiised;  the  declaration  of  independence  and  the  r.os* 
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stituUon  of  Venezuela,  with  other  information, 
laid  before  it  by  the  then  president,  and  a report  on 
them  submitted  to  the  house.  The  report,  among 
other  things,  expressed  much  good  will  towards  the 
Venezueleans,  and  an  intention  to  acknowledge  ihcir 
independence  whenever  that  independence  should 
be  achieved.  From  that  lime  till  tlie  pfesent,  si 
Icncehad  been  observed  in  regard  to  the  alTuirs  of 
that  part  of  the  continent.  The  reason  was  obvious: 
we  were  soon  af  cr  engaged  in  war  with  England, 
and  since  the  peace  our  own  pressing  concerns  had 
occupied  our  attention. 

The  president  has  spoken,  sir,  of  the  interest  and 
the  sympathy  we  feel  in  the  affairs  of  our  southern 
neighbors.  PeHiaps  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  tliat 
no  subject  excites  throughout  the  civilized  world  a 
stronger  interest  than  the  contest  in  which  the 
proviiioes  of  Spanish  America  are  engaged.  Every 
wind  that  blows  wafts  to  our  shores  the  schemes 
and  speculations  of  European  statesmen  and  poli 
ticians;  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north  to  the 
milder  climes  of  the  peninsula,  it  elicits  remark 
and  commands  attention.  Even  Alexander,  lie  who 
indites  epistles  about  peace  and  bible  societies, 
while  he  whets  the  sword  of  battle  and  prepares  the 
weapons  of  destruction,  he,  it  is  said,  is  about  to 
furnisli  his  Cossacks  to  add  to  the  horrors  of,  as  it 
is  already  called,  the  war  of  death.  The  thunders 
of  the  pope  too,  the  head  of  the  Christian  church, 
began  to  be  heard,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  soon  see 
his  anathemas  giving  up  the  people  of  South  Ame- 
rica, body  and  soul,  to  the  punishments  due  here 
and  hereafter  to  the  crimes  of  rebellion  and  repub 
licanism.  If,  then,  to  governments  across  the  At- 
lantic, the  situation  of  this  people  be  thus  interest 
ing,  surely  it  is  not  a matter  of  surprise  that  the 
citizens^of  the  United  States  should  with  some  so- 
licitude turn  their  attention  towards  them.  Every 
republican  in  the  United  States  must  lament  their 
disasters  and  exult  in  their  triumphs:  they  do  but 
follow  the  example  we  have  set  them;  v/e  owe  our 
glory  and  our  fame  to  resistance  to  arbitrary  pow- 
er, and  the  people  of  Spanish  America,  and  all 
others  growing  under  oppression  must  owe  their 
elevatio'n  and  worth  of  character  to  the  same  cir- 
cumstance. They  do  but  follow  in  our  footsteps; 
it  is  in  vain  to  deny  or  diguise  the  fact;  it  is  known 
througlioutthe  world— whatever  of  injury  despotism 
©r  priestcraft  have  sustained,  whether  from  the  re- 
volution of  France,  or  that  which  now,  I hope,  flou 
rlshes  in  our  hemisphere,  is  laid  to  the  account  of 
our  glorious  revolution,  and  the  excellent  princi- 
ples of  our  constitution. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  ac-, 
quaintance  with  the  people  of  Spanish  America  is 
not  more  particular  and  intimate  than  it  is:  we  en- 
tertain but  one  sentiment  about  them— our  feelings 
are  all  in  unison;  yet  we  differ  and  dispute  on  a varie- 
ty of  points  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  no  longer 
•suffered  to  remain  in  doubt.  Mexico, Peru, Chili,Bue 
nos  Ayres,Venczuela,  N.  Grenada,  are  they  indepen. 
dent?  Are  they  struggling  for  independence,  or  have 
they  yielded  to  their  European  tyrant?  Have  they 
made’known  their  situation  to  the  executive  de- 
partment? Have  they  demanded  to  be  recognized 
as  independent  sovereignties?  Do  they  govern  them- 
selves? Elect  their  agents,  legislature,  executive 
and  judiciary?  Lay  and  collect  taxes,  raise  and  sup- 
port armies  and  navies?  It  is  possible  that  these 
facts  are  in  the  posses.sion  of  the  president;  it  is 
very  well  known  tliat  there  have  been  agents,  men 
of  high  respectability,  sent  publicly  from  the  go- 
vernments of  Venezuela,  New  Grenada,  Buenos  Ay- 
re-s  ajid  -Mexico,  to  this  country,  and,  for  any  thing 


I know  to  the  contrary,  f'om  other  provi  re.  It  is 
probable  that  they  have  not  remained  silent,  but 
wliatever  they  may  have  said  has  not  been  made 
known  to  this  liouse,  or  to  tliis  nation.  As  our  go- 
vernment is  essentially  popular,  I wish  informatiim 
to  be  given  to  the  people.  I wish  for  information, 
that  our  judgments  may  sanction  sentiments  our 
hearts  so  warmly  approve.  1 do  not  mean,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, to  commit  myself  in  regard  to  my  future  course 
— it  must,  to  a certain  extent,  depend  tipon  circum- 
stances. 1'his  liouse  will  act  as  circumstances  may 
require;  but  for  myself  I liave  no  hesitation  to  say, 
that,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  provinces  of  Spanish 
America,  or  any  of  them,  are  really  independent,  no 
earthly  consideration  shall  prevent  me,  in  my  pub- 
lic character,  from  acknowledging  them  as  sove^ 
reign  s'ates. 

Mr.  B'orsyth  said,  he  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  the  temper  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  on  this  subject,  to  oppose  any  motion  for  en- 
quiring into  it;  such  was  not  liis  object;  but  he 
knew  from  experience,  that  some  enquiries  were 
proper  and  some  dangerous.  In  this  ctse,  he 
thought  that  all  which  could  be  known  ought  to  be 
known;  but  he  suggested  to  the  mover  of  the  reso- 
lution, whether  it  was  not  too  broad  in  its  call  on 
the  executive,  and  whether  it  ought  not  to  contain 
the  usual  qualification  of  excepting  such  informa- 
tion as  the  president  might  deem  the  communica>- 
tion  of  incompatible  with  the  public  interest.  Mr. 
F.  presumed  tlie  president  had  communicated  all 
that  he  knew,  or  all  that  he  wished  congress  to 
know  on  the  subject;  and  as  it  was  usual  in  request- 
ing information  of  the  executive,  to  ask  for  such 
only  as  the  public  interest  would,  in  his  opinion, 
permit  to  be  disclosed,  he  proposed  so  to  modify 
tins  motion,  in  which  shape  only  could  he  consent 
to  vote  for  it, 

Mr.  Robertson  signified  his  ready  asssent  tp  Mr. 
Forsyth’s  proposition. 

The  resolution  passed  nem.  con,  as  modified,  and 
a committee  of  two  was  appointed  tp  wait  upon  the 
president  with  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert^ 

Res’’lvecl,  'I'hat  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  revising  and  amaiding 
certain  acts  concerning  the  mint  establishment  of 
tlie  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard, 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  a chaplain  for  congre.ss  on  the  part  of  this  house, 
and  the  reverend  Messrs.  Balch,  Cone,  Laurie,  Al- 
lison, Camming,  Addison  and  Bro.vn  were  put  in 
noKunation,  Two  ballotings  took  place  without  an 
election:  on  the  third,  Mr.  Allison  received  84 
votes,  and  was- duly  elected. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  accompaiuinied  by 
printed  copies  for  the  use  of  the  house,  of  a state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment for  the  year  1816;  and 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

Monday  Bee,  8. — The  following  members  appear- 
ed, and  took  their  seats,  viz.  From  South  Carolina, 
Mr,  Earle;  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Mason;  from 
Virginia,  Mr.  Austin  and  Mr,  Floyd;  from  Ohio,  Mr. 
Hitchcock. 

Mr.  Scott,  delegate  from  the  Missouri  territory, 
and  Mr  Pope,  delegate  from  the  Illinois,  also  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats. 

Military  Bounty  Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson  (of  Kentucky)  reported  a bill  au- 
thorising a commutation  of  soldiers’  bounty  land^. 
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[The  section  of  this  bill  prnvitles  that  the  I ilie  postponment.  If  that  motion  shonlcl  not  pre- 
soldiers  of  the  l:ite  and  pre>-'cnt  ;irmy  shall  be  allow-  jvail,  he  should  vola  for  the  amendment  pi-oposed 
ed  to, commute  their  land  patents  for  claims  for  mo-  ' by  Mr.  Forsyth,  because  tlie  /fic/s  on  which  it  was 
ney,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  aad  forty  cents  per  i founded  would  certainly  disclose  the  reasovs  of  the 
acre,  to  be  paid  in  four  annual  instalments,  by  the  [measure.  The  Speaker  had  tlie  otlier  day  intimat- 
pensioH  a.^ents  appointed  in  the  several  states;  pro- 1 ed,  on  tl^  floor  of  this  house,  liis  opinion  tliat  cvery 
vided  that  t'.iere  be  in  all  cases  a complete  relin- ; act  of  the  frovernment,  from  the  proclam.ation 
quishment  of  all  claims  on  said  lands  by  the  com- i a^^ainst  tl’.e  expedition  said  to  be  fittinir  out  at  New 
mutators  to  the  United  States.  The  bcco/ir/ section  i Orleans  in  1815,  to  the  present  dry,  had  been  hos- 
of  the  bill  makes  the  appropriation  necessary  to  car- 1 tile  to  the  Spanish  patriots:  Xow,  Sir.  M,  said,  he 
ry  the  first  into  effect.]  ! looked  upon  the  information  called  for  by  tl:e  rcso- 

Tlie  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed.  ‘hit ion  as  necessary  to  repel  the  repro.ch,  from  so 

Island  and  Spanish  patriots  hic^li  a source,  thus  thrown  on  the  government'  lie 

Mr.  7?/jea  offered  for  consideration  llie  following  I tlierefore  hoped  the  resolve  would  be  .suffered  to 
resolution;  i-pass.  Mr  yf;/i77so7i,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  not  un- 

liesalved^  That  the  president  be  requested  to  lay'ders  ood  the  Speaker,  in  debate  tlie  other  d;.y,  to 
before  the  house  of  representatives  any  information  j have  intimated  that  every  act  of  the  government 
he  may  possess,  and  think  proper  to  communicate,  had  been  liostile  to  the  patriot  cause;  but  that  tliey 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  certain  persons  wliojhad  leaned  to  one  side  of  the  question;  had  borne 
took  possession  of  Amelia  Island,  at  the  m.outh  ofirnore  against  the  patriots  than  against  Spain.  And, 
the  St.  Mary’s  river,  near  the  boundary  of  tlie  slate  if  our  acts  had  any  operation  at  all,  who  could  de- 
of  Georgia,  in  the  summer  of  the  present  year,  andiny,  Mr.  J.  aske<l,  that  what  the  Speaker  had  said, 
made  an  establishment  there;  and  also  any  informa- j was  the  fact?  Was  not  the  proclamation  of  1815 
tion  he  hath,  and  may  think  proper  to  communicate, ' of  that  nature?  It  was  issued  in  consf  quence  of 
relative  to  an  establishment  made,  at  an  earlier  j representations  of  the  Sp-mish  minister.  Being  is- 
period,  by  persons  of  the  same  description,  in  the  I sued  at  his  Lnstance,  if  it  had  any  bearing  at  ail, 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  at  a place  called  Galveston,  j must  it  not  have  had  a leaning  against  tlie  Spani.sh 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  W’e  con-  patriots?  With  regard  to  the  seizure  of  Amelia 
tend,  under  the  cession  of  Louisiana;  together  with  island,  if  that  measure  had  any  operation  at  all  in 
the  reasons  inducing  him  to  issue  orders  to  sup-  regard  to  the  two  parties,  mu.st  it  not  be  against 
press  the  said  establishments.  j the  patriots?  Tiieirs,  he  said,  was  a cause 'which 

Mr.  Rhea  said  that  the  establisliments  referred  'he  would  not  now  advocate:  but  the  sentiment  avow- 
lo  in  the  resolution  he  had  just  offered,  had  already  | ed  by  the  Speaker  was  his  sentiment — one  which  lie 
excited  much  attention  thiwjgbout  the  country, [would  avow  in  this  house  and  every  where — that 


wliich  would  be  still  more  attracted  to  that  by  the 
order  given  to  suppress  them.  His  object  in  offer- 
ing this  motion  tvas  to  obtain  such  information  as 


whenever  our  acts  had  had  a tendency  to  one  side  or 
the  other  it  was  to  tlie  injury  of  the  patriots.  Not 
that  the  Speaker  me.int  tos;iy,any  n-.orc  tlian  f.imsdf. 


might  s.atisfy  the  minds  of  the  American  people  on  'that  our  government  intended  i.ostiiitv  to  that  cuusr: 
tlie  expediency  of  that  measure.  [for,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  understriod  him  to  have  unequi- 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  clause  i vocally  said,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  appear  tliat 
of  the  proposed  resolution.  It  would  be  an  extra- 1 the  reasons  of  the  executive  for  the  measure  in 
ordinary  course  for  the  hotise  to  ask  for  the  reasons  ! question  had  been  stiliiclenl  to  justify  it.  Mr.  J. 
of  the  measure  in  question,  when  tliey  were  dis-i  was  in  favor  of  laying  the  resolution  on  the  tabic, 
tinctly  and  satisfactorily  avowed  in  the  message  of  j until  it  was  ascertained  wheilier  the  resolution  was 
the  pre.sident.  To  call  upon  him,  after  that  e.xpo-  jor  was  not  necessary,  in  addition  to  that  passe/l  the 
.“ition,  to  explain  the  reasons  for  his  conduct,  would  • other  day.  Mr.  Harrison^  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  mo- 
be  to  G.ist  a severe  reflection  on  tlie  executive,  asi  tion  to  lay  tlie  resolution  onxhe  table— he  coincid.eci 
implying  dissatisfaction  at  the  reasons  already  giv- ; in  the  view  taken  the  othei*  day  by  the  Speaker, 
en.  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  conduct  of  that  every  act  of  this  government  in  relation  lo  the 


the  executive  appeared  to  him  to  liave  been  per 
fectly  correct;  but  he  had  no  objection  to  any  in- 
formation desired,  if  asked  for  uncoiuiected  with 
the  clause  he  had  excepted  to. 

Tills  resolution  produced  a considerable  debate, 
but  rather  of  a desultory  cliaracter-  Mr.  J\elson, 
©f  Virginia,  wa.s  in  favor  of  tiie  motion,  and  ex 
pressed  his  confidence  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  exccutiv’e  for  suppressing  these  establishments, 
would  be  fully  supported  if  these  documents  were 
.exhibited.  The  lime  had  passed,  in  lii.s  opinion, 
in  ^vhicu  they  could  be  considered  as  sanctioned 
by  the  patriots — “men  e.mbarked  in  tlie  glorious  and 


e 

contest  between  .Spain  and  her  colonies  had  borne 
hard  on  the  latter;  and  iie  tin  refore  desired  further 
information  on  the  subject  embi  uccd  by  tlie  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Holmes  said,  he  regarded  the  information 
sought  by  the  resolution  as  exceedingly  important. 
The  fact  of  the  suppre.siion  of  the  e.stablishnieins 
at  those  places  so  often  referred  to,  attnxted  tlie 
attention  of  the  nation — and  he  was,  tlierf  fore,  iii 
favor  of  the  earliest  oflicial  information  on  ihe  sub- 
ject, that  the  house  might  understand  on  wha* 
grounds  the  executive  of  tlie  l.'niied  St..tes  had 
undertaken  to  suppress  these  est-ddibiimeids.  .Mr. 


iri.igii;inimous  struggle  for  freedom  and  ihe  rights  jll.  was,  however,  of  opinion  that  tliis  resolution  was 


of  men,  can  never  stoop  to  tlie  cundi  ion  of  bucca 
neers,  banditti  and  pirates.”  Mr.  X.  seemed  par- 
ticularly to  point  at  the  remarks  of  Mr  Clay,  made 
on  the  preceding  Tuesday,  (see  his  speech)  and 
vindicated  the  conduct  of  tlie  executive  in  re.-^nect 
to  those  establisl'.ments.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachu- 
'se  ts,  moved  liiat  the  resolution  should  He  on  the 
table,  under  a belief  that  the  resolution  olfered  the 
other  day  would  embrace  the  information  desired. 
Mr.  Hobertson,  of  Ljuisii.na,  coincided  with  Mr. 
li.  Mr,  Miller,  of  South  C>roliaa,  was  oppiiaed  to 


unnecessary,  being  embraced  in  tlie  general  call 
made,  a fov/  days  ago,  for  inronnadon'oii  t!>e  poli- 
tical state  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  of  which  Last 
Florida,  embracing  Amelia  Jsh.my  was  one:  and  the 
same  reasciiir.g  would  ,-ppiy  to  (>ulvcztown,  situat- 

e 

no  w 

desired ‘should  not  he  received,  Mr.  II.  said,  be 
should  be  one  of  the  first  to  voce  fur  it,  cotisidecimr 
it  highly  important.  The  intention  to  seize  on  tlle^K 
establishments,  had  struck  him  witli  surprise,  be 


o V ''  ' ' ^ V w .1,  c.  I vti  1 

ed  on  territory  equally  cl.xin.ed  by  Sp.  in  and  tl 
United  States.  If,  however,  the  information  no 
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said,  when  first  informed  of  the  fact;  but  he  htxd  no  ; 
dou,bt  the  reasons  for  the  measure  would  prove 
satisfactory  to  all.  He  would  go  with  any  gentle- 
man; at  any  time,  into  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
the  executive;  but  he  thought  the  gentlecnen  were 
g*oing  too  fist  now,  to  call  specifically  for  informa- 
tion which  it  was  probable  might  reach  the  house 
before  this  second  call  could  reach  the  president, 
fie,  therefore,  hoped  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

'fhe  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  then  taken: 

For  the  motion,  7^5 

Against  it,  81 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Rhea  having  accepted  Mr.  Forsyth’s  propos- 
ed amendment,  as  part  of  his  own  motion — 

The  main  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  witliout  a division; 
and  a committee  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  president  therewith. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Missis- 
sippi  into  the  union  (the  constitution  having  been 
read  through)  was  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Tuesday,  Bee.  9.  The  usual  number  of  petitions 
were  presented  and  referred;  among  which  was  one 
by  Mr.  JS'VCoy,  of  Virginia,  from  an  honest  couple 
in  his  district,  who  represent  that  they  have  been 
united  in  wedlock’s  happy  bonds  for  seven  and 
twenty  years,  in  which  time  they  have  added  to  our 
population  tv/enty  children,  nineteen  of  whom  are 
living,  and  whom  they  have  maintained  by  the  pro- 
duct of  their  manual  labor.  Conceiving  themselves 
entitled  to  the  favor  of  congress  on  that  score,  they 
pray  for  a - donation  of  land  to  make  their  declining 
years^  more  easy  to  them.  The  petition  was  refer- 
i*ecl  to  the  committee  of  public  lands. 

A petition  w'as  also  presented  from  C.  Hammond 
contesting  tlie  election  of  Mr.  Herrick,  of  Ohio,  a 
member  of  this  house,  on  the  ground  of  his  having, 
at  the  time  oFhis  election,  and  until  a few  days  be- 
fore he  took  his  seat  here,  held  the  office  of  attor- 
ney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ohio. 
This  petition  tvas  read  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  elections. 

]\Ir  Lo-ivndes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
and  means,  reported  a bill  to  abolish  the  internal 
duties.  [The  repeal  to  take  place  from  and  after 
the  31st  day  of  the  present  month.]  The  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Seybcrt,  from  a select  committee,  reported 
a bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  the 
mint.  ,[The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  continue  the  mint 
at  Philadelphia.]  Tiie  bill  was  twice  read. 

Military  Establishiiifnts. 

Mr.  Johmon,  of  Kentucky,  with  a view’'  to  ascer- 
tain the  sense  of  the  House  on  certain  points,  that 
the  labni-s  of  the  military  committee  should  not  be 
unnecessarily  troublesome  to  the  House,  ancj  labo- 
:iousto  themselves,  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by 
law  ibr  the  w'idow^s  and  orphans  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  regulai-  army  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or  died 
in  service  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

2.  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
disbanded  and  deranged  officers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  wdio  served  in  the  late  war  with 
Grcai  Britain,  donations  in  laud,  viz.  to  each  major 
general  1,280  acres; to  each  brigadier  general  1,120; 
to  each  colonel  or  lieutenant  colonel  960  acres;  to 
each  major  800  acres,  to  each  captain  640  acres;  to 
each  subaltern  480  acres. 

3.  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  by  law  thx!®e 


; additional  military  academies;  one  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Dearborn,  in  the  sta'e  of  South  Carolina;  one 
in  the  vicinity  of  Newport,  in  the  state  of  Kentuc- 
ky; one  in  the  vicini  ty  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  in  ti  c state 
of  Virginia:  one  tliird  of  Hie  cadets  to  be  sons  of 
Bfficers  and  soldiers  ofthe  late  army,  wi  o died  in 
the  service  of  tlie  U:dted  States  during  the  late  war. 

4.  Th:>t  it  is  expedient  to  orgar.ize  by  law’  a corps 
of  invalids,  to  be  composed  of  one  thousand  men. 

5.  Tliat  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  by  law 
for  the  repeal  of  so  much  ©f  the  act  of  ,luly  6,  1312, 
as  authorizes  additional  pay  and  emolument  to  bre- 
vet rank  in  the  army  of  the  United  Suues. 

6.  Thattlie  military  peace  estriblishment  of  tlie 
United  States  sh.-ill  consist  hereafter  of  eight  tliou- 
sand  men,  including  the  corps  of  invalids.  Provid- 
ed that  the  corps  of  engineers,  the  general  stuff 
and  ordnance  department  shall  be  retained  as  at 
present  establi.shcd:  Provided  also,  that  no  part  of 
the  army  sliall  be  disbanded  in  consequence  of 
said  reductions,  but  tlie  same  sliall  be  effected  by 
permitting  vacancies,  as  they  occur,  to  i-emain. 

7.  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law^  for  an 
additional  national  armory,  to  be  located  on  the 
western  waters. 

8.  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  an  addi- 
tional  ration  to  each  commissioned  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

9.  That  tlie  committee  on  military  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  report  bills  eiiibracing  those  objects. 

Mr.  Johnson  accompanied  the  introduction  of 
these  resolutions  with  a number  of  remarks  appro- 
priate to  them  individually,  and  as  a whole — [wifich 
we  cannot  find  room  for  in  the  present  number  of 
the  Rkoisteu,] 

The  several  resolutions  were  received,  and  refer-: 
red  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  for  consi- 
deration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
of  representatives  information  of  what  roads  have 
been  made,  or  are  in  progress,  under  the  executive 
authority  of  the  United  States;  the  states  and  ter- 
ritories through  which  tliey  pass  or  are  intended  to 
pass;  the  periods  when  they  were  ordered  to  be  , 
made,  and  how  far  they  have  been  executed. 

Mr.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  offered  a resolution 
which  had  for  its  object  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
warrants  issued  for  military  bounty  land.s  to  sol- 
diers in  the  late  war,  and  the  probable  quantity  of 
land  that  will  be  necessary  to  satisfy  claims  for 
bounty  lands  under  the  several  laws  of  congress, 

Mr.  IValker,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  a reso- 
lution to  entit  le  minors  who  served  in  the  late  war 
to  bounty  lands,  or  a commutation  therefor. 

Mr.  Whitman,  Massachusetts,  offered  fof  ton- 
sideralion  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  the  apprehending 
and  .securing  foreign  seamen  deserting  from  foreign 
vessels  while  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  con- 
trary to  their  engagements  to  serve  on  board  such 
vessels. 

On  motion  o.f  .Mr.  M*  Coy  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  law  laying  a duty  on  imported  salt, 
granting  a bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  al- 
lowing a bounty  to  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries. 

Mr.  Claiborne  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
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ii.sT’ic.tert  to  enquire  whether 
wliat  alterations  and  amendments 
be  made  in  the  iudiciary. 

Mr.  C,  stated  some  of  his  reasons  for  offering 
this  resolution, — which  was  agreed  to. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  10.— .Mr.  JVeioten,  of  Virginia 


any,  and,  if  any  i estimate  of  a revenue  und--r  t’>e  pie  sent  law.s,  of 
i are  necessary  to ! §24,525,000  as  made  by  the  secietary  of  the  trea- 
sury, may  be  safely  relied  on  for  many  succeeding 
years.  Xo  doubt  can  be  entertained,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  pro» 
priet^  of  reducing  a revenue  so  far  exceeding  their 


fromtlie  committee  ofcommerce  and  manufactures,  j ordinary  expenses,  and  the  committee  recommend 
reported  a bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a painting  pre- 1 a general  repeal  of  the  internal  duties.  This  will 
sented  to  the  Pennsylvania  hospital;  which  was ' leave,  according  to  the  estimates  of  tlie  secretary. 


twice  read. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia 


a revenue  of  about  twenty-two  millions,  exceeding 
offered  for  considera-  j the  ordinary  expenditure  by  something  more  tlian 


tion  the  following  resolution,  to  obtain  a decision  j half  a million, 
on  a question  raised  by  a Kiemorial  yesterday  pre-  Some  difficuUies  will  always  be  found  in  deter- 
sen:ed,  contesting  the*  election  of  a member  from  Ruining  the  period  at  which  the  collection  of  a tax 
Ohio,  and  which  Mr.  F.  considered  of  great  import- 1 shall  cease.  The  consideration,  however,  of  the 
aiice: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  elections  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  what  persons,  elect- 
ed to  serve  in  the  house  of  representatives,  have  ac- 
cepted or  held  offices  under  the  government  of  the 
United  States  since  the  4tli  day  of  March,  1817. 


[large  proportion  of  the  internal  duties  which  will 
become  payable  in  January,  induces  the  committee 
to  recommend  that  all  internal  duties  should  termi- 
nate with  the  year  1817. 

The  entire  amount  which  will  have  accrued  to 
the  government  on  account  of  the  internal  dutie.?, 
and  liow  far  their  right  to  a seat  in  this  house  is  af-  j exclusive  of  the  direct  tax,  from  the  first  of  Janua 


fected  by  it. 


jry,  1814jto  the  thirty-first  December,  1817,  may 


The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  warmly  op- [ be  estimated  at  more  than  seventeen  millions,  and 
posed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  John- 1 the  receipts  for  the  same  time,  at  upwards  of  fifteen 
son,  of  Kentucky;  and  was  also  opposed  by  .Mr.  Sey- 1 millicns. 

bert,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  XiT-erwore,  of  New-lT;mp- 1 The  following  statement  w’ill  show  the  receipts 
shire,  and  Mr.  W.  P Macluy,  of  Penn,  and  tvas  lofeach  of  the  tliree  first  years,  witli  an  estimate  ci' 


supported  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 

I'he  question  on  the  resolution  was  taken,  when 
there  appeared 

In  favor  of  the  resolution  85 

Against  it  85 

The  house  being  equally  divided,  the  Speaker, 
assigning  as  his  reason  his  desire  to  have  the  con- 
stitutional question  fully  nvestigated, voted  in  favor  j 
of  the  motion;  which  was  tiierefore  adopted. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
Richard  Rhnd  Lee,  esq.  commissioner  pf  claims, 
Stc.  transmitting  a statement  of  facts,  as  directed 
by  the  act  of  last  session,  in  several  cases  of  claims 
for  indemnity  of  losses  of  property  during  the  war, 
froKi  the  state  of  Maryland;  which  were  referred 
to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Repeal  o f the  internal  duties. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  to  abolish  the  internal  duties,  Mr. 
Desha  being  called  to  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
whicli  accompanied  the  bill,  is  in  the  foiiow'ing 
wmrds; 

Report  of  the  committee  of  -Mays  and  means,  accompa- 
nying' a bill  to  abolish  the  internal  duties. 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  so  much  of  the  president's  message 
as  respects  revenue,  report — 

That  they  have  supposed  that  they  sl>ould  best 
comply  with  the  intentions  of  the  house,  by  direct- 
ing their  first  attention  to  the  repeal  of  the  internal 
dudes,  wliich  occupied  its  deliberations  during  the 
latter  part  of  its  last  session,  and  has  been  since 
recommended  by  the  president.  From  the  report 
of  the  secretary  of  ihe  treasury,  it  appears  that  tite 
clear  revenue  which  w’ill  have  accrued  during  the 
year  1817,  wiil  be  about  twenty-four  raiiiions  and 
a half  of  dollars,  wiiilethe  ordin  iry  aanuil  expen- 
diture, (r.iciuding  the  provisions  for  the  exiinguish- 
of  tlie  public  debt)  is  estimated  at  less  than  twent) 
one  miiiions  and  a half.  While  the  committee 
do  not  consider  the  importations  of  the  three  last 
years  as  furnishing  a certain  criterion  for  tiiose  of 
future  years,  they  believe,  tliat,  without  a diminu- 
ti:m  of  our  exports,  whicti  is  npt  to  be  anticipaied, 
or  a very  considerable  reduction  ia  Uieir  value,  the 


those  of  the  fourth  year. 

.deeming  diitics. 
, 0,262,197  12 


1814 

1815 

1816 
1817 


6,242,503  55 
4,633,729  34 
3.002, OuU  00 


Duties  received. 
1,910,995  01 
4 976,529  86 
5,281,111  98 
3,000,000  00 


Total,  17,140,500  01  15,168,635  85 

Expenses  of  collection  on  stms  received. 

1814  . , . . 148,991  78  or  7 8-10  per  cent. 

1815  ....  279,277  67  or  5 6-10 

1816  ....  253,440  42  or  4 8-10 

1817  . . . . 180,000  09  or  6 per  cent. 


Total,  861,709  87  or  5 7-10 

The  charges  of  collection  upon  tins  revenue  have 
certainly  been  higher  than  those  upon  tiie  in'.po>t. 
’fhese  have,  however,  iieen  very  different  .at  differ- 
ent  times.  Mr.  Gallatin  estimated  tliem,  in  1800, 
.at  something  less  than  6 per  cent,  on  monies  collect- 
ed fi’om  the  people.  Mr.  Dallas,  in  Oiie  of  his  re- 
ports, supposes  them,  including  fees,  to  be  about  5 
per  cent,  and  they  have  been  still  lower  in  the  tlirec 
last  years.  This  difference  iit  the  expense  of  col- 
lecting internal  .and  foreign  duties,  wiil  not  appear 
extraordinary,  w'hen  we  remember  how  few  .are  the 
domestic  products,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  and 
of  foreign,  which  are  exempt  from  it;  !iow^  long  and 
regularly  the  impost  has  been  acquiring  maturity 
and  improvement,  and  how  freqticnt  have  been  the 
changes,  and  how  sliort  the  duration  of  our  system 
of  internal  revenue. 

tn  abandoning  that  portion  cv  our  taxes  which  is 
considei-ed  as  the  most  inconvenient,  neither  ern- 
grc'js  nor  the  nation  w'ill  form  so  exaggerated  a no- 
tion of  these  inconveniences,  as  to  deter  tliem  frem 
again  applying  to  the  same  resource,  wlien  the 
necessities  of  the  state  shall  require  it.  It  is  one 
of  the  dulitts  of  congress  to  provide,  when  it  can 
do  so,  that  the  revenue  sli.aU  be  collected  from 
sources  which  may  comport  with  public  conveni- 
ence; but  it  is  a hig’ner  duty  to  provide,  from  wliat- 
ever  sources  the  con.sliuition  may  have  openec-l  to 
Its  operation,  such  a revenue  as  sliall  not  permit  the 
fate  of  a war,  and  tiie  most  important  interests  of 
the  nation,  to  depend  on  precariotis  and  of'en  cX- 
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travapcant  loans.  The  government  can  have  no  rea- 
sonable fear  but  that  the  circumstances  whicl)  make 
internal  taxes  necessary,  will  find  in  the  people  a 
disposition  promptly  to  pay  them.  The  committee 
believe  that  in  any  future  emergency,  which  sliall 
require  & resort  to  these  ta.ves,  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives will,  unhesitatingly,  perform  their  pecu- 
liar duty,  by  instituting  them  on  a scale  suited  to 
the  occasion. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Lo-wndes,  the  chairman  of  tlie  committee  of 
•Ways  and  means,  made  a few  remarks  of  the  same 
bearing  as  the  reasoning  ofthe  above  report.  He  took 
occasion  also  to  say,  that  it  was  due  to  candor  and 
to  himself  to  add,  that  he  should  have  individually 
thought  it  better,  instead  of  a total  repeal,  to  have 
made  a modification  of  the  duties,  so  as  to  reduce 
their  amount  and  lighten  their  burthen,  but  still  to 
leave  part  of  the  system  in  operation.  Believing, 
however,  that  the  expectation  of  the  total  repeal 
was  such  as  to  render  vain  any  attempt  to  discri- 
Tninate,  or  to  modify,  he  had  concurred  on  the 
course  adopted  by  the  committee  of  recommending 
a total  repeal,  in  preference  to  retaining  the  whole. 

Mr.  Jf'illiams,  of  North  Carolina  was  in  favor  of 
the  entire  repeal.  Mr.  Tallmadge^  of  New  York, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  except  stiles  at 
avction,  and  signed  his  reasons  to  support  it.  Mr. 
StoiTs,  of  N.  York,  also  supported,  and  Messrs 
Lowndes,  Whitman,  Smith,  of  Md.  and  Ciay  [speak- 
er] opposed  it;  and  it  was  negatived  by  a large 
majority. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Md.  prcrposed  a resolution  to  relieve 
distillers  who  had  received  licenses,  that  were  pre- 
vented by  the  events  of  the  late  war  from  working 
their  distilleries,  and  stated  a case  of  hardship. 
It  was  thought  that  the  proper  course  in  such  cases 
would  be  by  an  application  to  congress,  and  Mr. 
L’s  motion  was  negatived, 

'rhe  question  being  put  on  reporting  the  bill  to 
the  hous'*,  some  debate  arose  on  a proposition  for 
more  time  to  consider  it — but  the  committee  seem- 
ed satisfied  that  the  resoui*ces  of  governnnent  were 
amply  sufficient  without  any  of  the  intei-nal  taxes, 
and  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  house  without 
amendment,  by  which  it  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  to  morrow'. 

Thursday,  Bee.  11.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Parris,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Resolved,  tliat  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
insirucied  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  alter- 
ing tlie  ravdc  and  emoluments  of  surgeons  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  Stales, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  constructing  a navigable  canal  to  unite  tlie 
waters  of  Lake  Michigan  v/ith  the  waters  of  those 
of  the  xMississIppi. 

'i'hat  they  also  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  constructing  a navigable  canal  to 
uni.e  the  waters  of  the  'I'ermessee  w'ith  those  of  the 
'I’onibigbee. 

'I’hat  they  also  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  ior  igiproving  the  navigation  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, 

After  several  resolutions  being  offered  whicli 
jlrall  be  noticed  m their  course,  and  which  we  have 
not.  time  at  present  to  detail,  the  engrossed  bill  for 
the  rej  cal  of  the  internal  duties  loas  read  the  third 
time, — and  on  llie  question  “shall  the  bill  pass.-”’  a 
considerable  debate  arose,  or  rather,  many  remarks 
were  made  by  several  members.  However — the 


question  on  the  passage  of  the  hid  lo  is  then  d -termine^ 
by  Veas  and  JK'ays,  as  faUoivs: 

Ykas — Messrs.  .Vbbol,  A lams,  Allen,  Mass.  .\l- 
len,  Vt.  Anderson,  P- n.  Amb  r-on,  Ken.  Austin, 
Bail,  Barbour,  Va.  B-  rbei-.  Ohio,  Ba>sett,  B ite- 
man,  Rayley,  Beecher,  B1  linger,  Bennett,  Bm^'in- 
fmul,  Blount,  Boden,  B»)ss,  Burwell,  IL-.tler,  Camp- 
bell, Clagett,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Colston,  Comstock, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Crue'^'r,  Culbre’i’,  Cush- 
man, Darlington,  Deslm,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards, 
Ellioott,  Floyd,  Folger,  Forney,  Foisytlq  Cage, 
Garnett,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall,  N.  C.  Harrison, 
Hasbrouck,  Hentlricks,  Hcr'.)ert,  H'^rki^ner,  Her- 
rick, Heistcr,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Ilo.me.s,  Mass. 
Holme.s,  Con.  Htibburd,  Hunter,  Hiinti  gdon, -Ing- 
ham, Irving,  N Y.  Jolmson,  Virg.  .fohnson,  Ken. 
Jones,  Kii'.sey;  Kirkland,  Liwyer,  Lewis,  Lir.n,  Lit- 
tle, Livermore,  Lowndes,  M'Larc,  W Maclay.  Wi 
P.  Maclay,  M.irchand,  MTJoy  Marr,  Mason,  Mas. 
Mercer,  Merrill,  Miller,  .Moore,  Morton,  Mosely, 
Mumford,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Nes- 
bitt, New,  Newton,  On*,  Owen,  Palrrer,  Parris, 
Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Peter,  Pirdall,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Quarles,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Ringgoki,  Robertson,  Ken,  Robei-ison,  Lou. 
Ruggles,  Sampson,  Savage,  S-awyer,  Sctidder,  Ser- 
geant, Settle,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Slierwood,  Slocurr  b, 
S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smitli,  Alex,  Smyth,  .1.  S.  Smith, 
Southard,  Spangler,  Speed,  Spencer,  Strong,  Stro- 
ther, Stuart,  Tallmadge,  'Farr,  Taylor,  'I'errili, 
'I’erry,  Tompkins,  'I'ownsend,  Trimble,  Tucker, 
Va,  Tucker,  S.  C.  'I’yler,  Upham,  Walker,  N.  C. 
Walker,  Ken.  Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlct, 
Whiteside,  Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Williams, 
N.  C.  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Pa.— 161. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baldwin,  HopkinsOn,  Middleton^ 
Jer,  Nelson,  Stoors — 5. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  tor 
concurrence. 

The  hill  for  continuing  the  mint  establishment  at 
Philadelphia,  passed,  thro*  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr,  Pitkin  in  the  chair,  the  bill  having  been 
called  up  by  Mr.  Seybert.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  without  opposition- 

And  the  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  respect  which  has  been  necessary  for  us  to 
pay  to  a very  industrious  congress,  and  other  need- 
ful attentions  to  home  matters,  has  prevented  a no- 
tice of  foreign  affairs.  However,  nothing  of  import- 
ance has  reached  us  from  abroad. 

By  a recent  decision  of  the  legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  seat  of  government  of  that  state  is  to  be 
removed  from  Knoxville  to  Murfreesborough. 

Charles  Bullfinch,  of  Massachusetts,  has  been  ap- 
pointed rchitect  of  the  capitol  of  the  United  Statxs 
vice  Mr,  Latrobe,  resigned. 

hVest  point. — The  cadets  absent  from  this  acade- 
my are  ordered  to  report  for  duty,  and  join  before 
1st  of  March — else  they  will  be  dismissed  the  ser- 
vice. 

Seininole  Indians.  Gen.  Gaine.s  has  made  a fur- 
ther requisition  of  506  men  from  Georgia,  to  be  held 
in  readiness  to  act  against  the  Seminole  Indians. 
The  whole  detachment  is  to  be  commanded  by 
brig.  gen.  Glascock.  In  a letter  to  the  governor  of 
Georgia,  gen  Gaines  slates  that  his  hopes  of  termi- 
nati.-:.g  tlie  disputes  with  these  Indians  without  are- 
sort  to  force,  have  been  disappointed.  They  re- 
port their  strength  at  2r00  warriors;  the  number 
IS  thought  to  be  much  over  rated;  but  they  seem 
determined  to  make  a stand.  The  chief  seats  of 
this  people  are  in  Florida. 
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A siipplemeriT  ofeighl  pages  accompanies  li  e 
present  number  of  Ibe  rixtIster,  and  together  pre 
sents  a great  variety  and  no  small  (jiianiityorina'tet- 
— in  part  suited  to  almost  every  taste;  yet,  man} 
tilings  tliat  we  would  have  in.sertcil  are  still  1} 

ing  over am- ng  these  are  Exi-::MPLAi?Y  tables, 

shew'ifg  the  names  of  the  banks,  in  the  slate  of 
Maryland,  the  date  of  their  instiiu'ion,  amount  o^ 
crijdtal  and  capital  actually  paid  in,  the  places  of 
their  location,  atul  the.  names  of  tlieir  presiden’? 
and  casliirrs — and  a table  containing  a list  of  the 
7ie-icsjiapevs  publislied  in  the  said  suite,  wltli  the 
names  of  llie  editors,  the  places  where  located,  siz» 
of  the  .sheet  on  wliich  tliey  are  printed,  politicui 
character,  and  wIk-h  publislied.  'I'lie  object  of 
ibose  tables,  it  w'ill  be  recollected,  is  to  obtain  a 
complete  list  of  all  the  bunks  and  of  all  the  neivs- 
papers  in  tlie  United  States — in  which  the  editor 
expects  the  assislaiice  ofiils  broth  ev  editors  in  the 
other  st.'  tes. 

(T^’Norvh-Cirolina  appears  to  liave  many  able  and 
eidightenecl  citizens.  AVe  b.»ve  a report,  from  Mr. 

(of  the  Ir.st  eougre.ss)  lo  t’ne  legfsiauire  of 
hat  state,  on  the  judiciary — and  another  on  educa- 
tion, by  Mr.  A.  I).  JUurpbey,  making  a pamphlet  ot 
22  pages — in  which  those  irapoi  tantsubjrcts  are  ex 
tc'usively  and  very  ably  investigated  and  examined. 
AA'e  shall  take  muc'i  pleasure  in  laying  those  arti- 
cles before  o ir  readers  the  first  opportunity. 

“OW  things  become  new” — An  article  is  just  now 
extensively  circulating  in  the  newspaper.s  respect- 
ing ilie  cultivation  of  sugar  in  Georgia.  That  arti- 
cle was  originnUy  published  in  the  w^f.f.klt  uEfjisTER 
on  tlie  lOi-h  of  Febrviary  1816,  from  facts  cornmu- 
iii-,  ted  to  the  editor  by  a member  of  congress — 
and  the  l eniark.s  tlicreo  i,  from  the  St.  Ch  istopher’s 
Gazette,  where  also  insorlcd  in  tf.is  paper  on  the 
31st  -Aug.  of  the  same  year.  See  wet-kly  rf.(;istek 
voi  IX.  p.  405 — and  vol.  XI.  p.  7.  AVe  notice  these 
ihing.s  les.any  miglA  think  us  neglectful  of  a mat- 
ter of  so  much  ir.ip.'.rtance;  tlie  credit  for  the  ori- 
ginal noi  being  given  as  ii  should  have  been,  in  an\- 
case. 


President's  Messasie. 

Kver}'  one  of  the  quill-driving  family  of 
p.ditors  seems  to  feel  it  his  right  and  diify  to 
offer  soine  remarks  on  the  annual  messages  of 
the  president  of  the  United  htates  to  congress^ 
on  opening  the  session; — and,  as  a man  may 
‘•as  well  be  out  of  the  world  as  out  of  the 
lashion,’’  we,  also,  shall  briefly  notice  the  late 
very  plain  and  very  interesting  communication 
of  Mr.  Jloiii  'oe. 

ibis  message  has  received  almost  unquali- 
fied approbation, — and  its  frankness  and  pre- 
cision are  highly  commended,  by  men  of  all 
parties.  Inere.  never  was  a better  time,  how- 
ever, ior  ag’ooG?  president  to  make  an  agreea- 
ble me.ssage.  We  have  peace  and  plenty — 
an  oveiflov.sng  treasury  has  prompted  a re- 

Vor..  (M, 


commendation  of  a reduction  of  the  taxes? 
and  the  national  credit  is  so  high  as  to  inter- 
rupt the  oj)erations  of  the  commissior.e!  s of 
the  sinking  fund  in  paying  ofl’thc  public  debt; 
party,  too,  has  lost  Its  fervor — never  since  th.e 
political  divisions  of  the  people  fust  begaji 
were  there  so  few  points  to  elicit  passion  as  at 
the  present  calm  and  happy  period.  Ther;* 
seems  to  be  only  one  subject  that  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  to  furnish  grounds  for  an 
a deiit  difference  of  opinion,  or  diftereiice  of 
principle.  We  mean  in  regaul  to  the  revo- 
lutionistsof  “Spanish  America” — and  of  these, 
also,  the  president  speaks  in  a manner  that  is 
applauded  by  many,  though  it  is  censured  by  a 
few. 

The  message  commences  by  noticing  our 
“profitable  and  extensive  commerce” — It  has 
been  found  fault  with  for  this — as  stating  that 
wliich  is  not  built  upon  fact.  If  is  vcj  v cer- 
tain that  our  commerce  is  not  nourishing;  a 
very  considerable  part  of  our  legitimate  trade 
is  in  the  hands  of  foreiorneis;  many  of  our  ships 
are  laid  up;  many  are  but  partially  employed, 
and  the  business  of  ship-building  has  almost 
ceased  in  many  of  our  ports,  iiut  the  presi- 
dent had  regard  to  this  commerce  “as  augment- 
ing our  revenue,”  and  in  that  t espect  it  may  he 
called  extensive  and  prosperous.  Even  in  Mis, 
however,  we  are  of  the  opinion,  and  we  have 
reasons  for  it,  that  our  commerce  has  not  been 
nearly  as  “p.  ofitable”  as  it  ought  to  have  been; 
and  we  did  hope  that  the  pivsrdent  would  liave 
recommended  a close  revision  of  all  tlie  laws 
affecting  goods  paying  ad  valorem  duties.  M > . 
Sanford'^s  motion,  in  senate,  on  t!ie  8th  insi. 
may  supply  this  omission — hut  it  is  a matter  of 
great  importance;  many  times  more  so  than 
tnat  which  relates  to  "tlie  internal  fa.ves.— 
We  are  extensively  swindled  tin  ough  ib  itish 
agents  and  goods  ship])ed  “to  order,”  and 
must  enlarge  llie  number  of  aiticies  paying 
specific  duties,  or  adopt  a sy.sTe:n  bvwliicli 
those  paying  according  to  value  sbali  be  iii- 
spected  and  valued  foi  the  purpose  of  assessing 
the  taxes  that  they  ought  to  pay.  T hmmli  I 
have  not  the  best  opinion  in  tiie  wo'  hl  of 
^’CGiiriiing-honse  moi'aiitif,''  si.ili  it  n ould  be  as 
umharitable  asitwouhi  be  unjust  to  insiimafe, 
that  the  body  of  onr  regular  merciiaists  and 
t aders  have  any  ]>art  or  pajiit ioation  in  tiie 
smugglings  complained  of.  I'ay,  they  are 
deeply  inte-esfed  in  detecting,  a;  d ] u dsjn'ag 
the  authors  of  them,  and  vvili  cheeii'cli  v .-ubmit 
to  any  reasonable  re.gi.dations  vkIo;  ted  to  lio 
fend  tiie  honest  trade--,  and  enaido  liim  to  ronu* 
into  the  market  witii  l:is  goods  upon  a fair  com- 
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petition  with  others — by  whieh^  also,  the  go- 
Teniment  might  collect  several  additional  mil- 
lions ot  d?)liars;per  anriimt,  ami  the  mamifac- 
iitvtr  truly  receive  the  defence  and  protection 
w hich  the  new  tariff  held  up  to  encoui'age  him. 
In  opposition  to  the  baneful  effects  that  flow 
mid  increase  upon  us  from  theso  demoralizing 
practices,  there  would  De  some  little  satisfac- 
tion in  reflecting  that  the  profit  of  i^erjuri}^ 
d rect  or  actual,  remained  to  our  citizens!! — 
l i.\.  even  that  is  denied  us — it  goes  to  England, 


the  president  for  those  proceedings;  thoujrlu 
indeed,  they  apjitear  to  bear  against  the  patri- 
ots, in  tl'«e  success  of  whose  efferts  we  arc 
most  truly  and  sincerely  interested.  M e arc 
not  familiar  with  the  proceedings  that  have 
taken  place  at  Galveztown,  but  those 
Lia  are  known  to  everybody.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  original  design  of  McQn'egur 
and  those  who  first  dispossessed  the  Spaniards 
of  the  island,  it  is  very  certain  that  it  now  i* 
only  a depot  for  privateers  of  the  worst  de- 


t  j support  her  manufacturers  at  the  cost  of  our  scription,  and  for  smuggling  of  the  mostob- 
own,  to  the  depression  of  our  revenue,  and  the 'noxious  character.  1 Know  a man  who  has 
(irsniganization  and  disadvantage  of  the  con- ' boasted  that  he  had  ^25,000  in  one  of  the 
eerns  if  our  merchants.  | southern  banks,  the  product  of  certain  slaves' 

These  frauds  on  the  revenue  are  committed  j captured  and  sent  to  Airielia,and  there  dispos- 
al many  w^ays — sometimes  by  direct  perjury,  led  of  to  citizens  of  the  United  SStates,  who 
and  at  others,  by  “w^hipping  the  devil  round  the  introduced  them  at  their  ow  n risk  into  our 


stump,’*  as  old  judge  Bassett  was  fond  of  say- 
ing' in  like  cases.  One  fellow  swears  through 
thick  ajichthin— wTat’s  a ‘‘custom-house  oathr ” 
'—but  another,  more  conscientious,  swears  to 
a He  in  the  wo*  ds  of  truth.  A friend  of  mine 
who  purchased  his  goods  immediately  of  the 
maniifactirier  in  England,  was  spontaneously 


country.  Mainr  have  been  thus  brought  in 
already,  and  if  Amelia  had  remained  m the 
possession  of  those  who  latterly  commanded 
there,  many  prize  cargoes  of  slaves  would 
have  been  Tnatieofl’the  harbor  in  a few  months, — 
just  as  soHie  little  boats,  with  two  or  thi  ee 
men  and  unarmed,  captured  some  large  ves- 


furiiished  with  two  invoices — one,  as  the  En-  j sels  ladened  with  British  goods,  ofi’the  eastern 
olishrnan  said,  to  pass  through  the  custom- j coast,  in  the  late  war.  As  a war  measuie 
house  with — the  other  as  the  real  one;  and  this  | against  ISpain,  w^e  sliould  heartily  rejoice  to 
he  added,  was  his  corimon  practice,  shewing  see  every  one  of  her  ships  captured  by  the 
him,  at  the  same  time,  a memorandum  book  to 
prove  the  truth  of  his  assertion.  Others 
tiianage  in  this  way — to  the  actual  cost  of  the 
taw  material  they  add  the  actual  monies  paid 
to  ilie  w orkmen,  and  call  the  amount  the  orU 
gbud  cost  of  the  manufactured  article.  So  It 
may  be — ^butit  is  not  so  in  the  spirit  and  mean- 
ing" of  the  law.  However,  a little  volume 
would  hardly  narrate  the  different  manners  in 
which  the  desired  effect  may  be  produced;  and 
frauds  of  this  sort,  we  Icnoiv,  are  winked  at 
and  sufiered  to  pass  through  the  British  cus- 
tom-houses. It  is  trie  morality  of  that  trading 
nation  that  foigery,  peijury  and  fraud  are 
lawful,  provided  only,  they  are  intended  to 
aifect  a foreig^n  nation.  \Vitness,  the  forge- 
ries by  the  government  of  American  continen 
tal  money  andFrenciA  assignats, and  in  the  open 
countenance  more  lately  given  to  the  manmac- 
tuie  and  use  of  American  shipping  papers,  at 
London,  &.c.  Ihe  fact  is,  that  the  honest 
tnifler,  as  well  as  the  manufacturer,  cannot  be 
defended,  nor  the  public  revenue  be  made  to 
produce  what  it  ought  to  do.  by,  perhaps,  20  or 
2a  'vicnt.unless  we  do  as  othernations  d^o:— that 
is,  cause  packages  of  goods  to  be  frequently 
audve  y strictly  examined,  by  intelligent  and 
respectable  persons,  well  paid  for  such  ser- 
vices. 

To  proceed  with  the  message.  We  pass 
over  it  with  entire  satisfaction  and  much  pro- 
fit, until  we  arrive  at  that  part  which  relates 
to  Use  suppression  of  the  establishments  at 
Galveztoum  and  Amelia  island;  and  here  we 


patriots — nay,  I do  not  know  that  I would 
refuse  the  latter  with  their  prizes  (except  of 
slaves)  the  perfect  freedom  of  our  ports.  I 
am  almost  'willing  to  make  an  immediate  ac- 
knowledgment or  some  of  the  provinces  as 
free  and  independent  states — yet  cannot  bring 
myself  to  respect  the  motives  or  approve  of 
the  conduct  of  th.e  strange  mixture  of  men 
that  recently  ruled  at  Amelia:  Butw^e  shall, 
probably,  soon  see  the  reasons  in  eoctenso  on 
which  the  president  acted,  and  then  we  caii 
judge  more  clearly  on  this  siibjei  t. 

The  public  lands  ?re  more  and  more  becom* 
ing  an  interesting  item  in  the  nation’s  wealth 
and  revenue.  A most  able  and  most  amiable 
man,  Mr.  Meigs,  as  commissioner,  is  especial- 
ly charged  with  their  management  and  carei 
and  we  feel  satisfied  that  that  vast  fund  will 
not  be  squandered  by  any  act  of  his.  But  in 
some  cases  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  con- 
gress has  been  extensively  imposed  upon — and 
that  benefits  designed  for  the  use  of  many,  and 
for  national  purposes,  have  been  monopolized 
to  create  princely  fortunes  for  a few  crafty  in- 
dividuals. And  as  to  those  lands,  congress 
would  do  weH  to  recollect  the  constant  saying 
of  the  old  Gennan  who  accumulated  a large 
estate  by  purchasing  and  holding  vacant  lots  in 
Baltimore — “that  Got  Almighty  was  always 
making  new  people’s;  but  did  not  make  any 
new  lands.”  In  the  wealth  of  individuals,  it 
is  t ue,  is  the  resources  of  nations,  and  the 
lands  should  be  freely  and  liberally  di.sposed  of 
in  all  cases  in  which  actual  settlements  are  ex- 


pause  far  tke  purpos*  el'  offeiung  our  thanks  to  *pected;  but  monopolies  should  be  guarded 
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against  with  all  possible  care.  The  profit  on, 
the  rise  of  the  value  of  our  lands  ought  to  be- 
ioagto  the  nation,  or  to  those  individuals  by 
whose  settlement  and  improvement  of  the 
country  such  rise  may  be  caused — not  to  spe- 
culatois.  The  president’s  attention  to  this 
subject  merits  the  thanks  of  his  countrymen. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  some  have 
thought  might  as  well  have  been  omitted— a 
declaration  by  the  presidentof  his  intention  to 
put  his  veto  upon  any  bill  passed  for  internal 
improvements.  “Itis  not  contained,”  he  says, 
“among  the  Bpeciticd  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion”—where  is  the  specified  power  to  autho- 
rize the  establishment  of  a hank?  'I'he  one 
must  be  as  lawful  as  the  other,  and  events  may 
shew  that  the  straining  of  the  constitution 
about  the  bank*)  will  be  more  productive  of  in- 
jury than  the  diggingof  canals  or  making  of 
roads  can  possibly  be.  But  the  resolution  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Tucker.)  on  the  joth  instant, 
will  cause  the  subject  to  be  discussed  at  large 
by  the  repicsentatives  of  the  ]icopIe— and  we 
rejoice  to  see  such  an  expression  of  what  we 
certainly  believe  to  be  an  honest  dilfei  ence  of 
opinion. 

11ie‘  other  points  of  the  message  appear  onlj 
to  require  to  be  read  to  be  approved — each  sub- 
ject is  fully  and  plainly  elucidated.  Tne  re- 
commendation about  our  manufactories  w e 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  enforced 
move  strongly  than  it  is.  They  a-  e of  immerse 
interest— many  of  them  are  exceedingly  de- 
pressed, through  the  smuggling  already  men- 
tioned, and  by  other  ciud  frauds  oi' 

foreigners,  especially  in  respect  to  those  of 
iron,  the  most  Important,  perhaps,  of  them  all. 
The  iron  manufacture  is  one  of  those  things 
tliat  immediately  belongs  to  our  independence 
as  a nation:  it  must  be  protected.  There 
arc  many  of  its  items  th.at  we  may  refuse  to 
receive  from  abroad,  without  raising  the  home- 
manufacture  above  its  fair  and  honest  value, 
compax-ed  with  the  inferior  foreign  product: 
and  in  every  case  of  this  sort  the  foreign  arti- 
cle should  be  absolutely  p rohibited. 
rest  requires  this  of  congress — who  will  also 
i^oon  become  sensible  of  die  necessity  of  really 
supporting  our  manufacturers  generally.  The 
ideas  of  many  as  to  competition  in  respect  to 
diem,  are  delusive  and  untenable.  If  the  com- 
merce of  the  wmrld  were  free,  and  we  could 
send  ournrqducts  to  other  countries  on  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  such  as  we  ourselves  impose  on 
the  products  of  those  countries,  there  mig!»tbe 
somegrouTidfortheobjections  that  are  made  to 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures. 
But  this  is  not  the  case-  and,  in  this  twistin'^ 
world,  we  must  sometimes  do  to  others  as  they 
do  unto  us.  The  str  ictest  morality  does  not 
require  that  we  should  extend  an  advantao*e  to 
any  one  that  refuses  tlie  like  advantage  to  us. 
...  prt'sident’s  observations  aboutTie  pub- 
buildings  at  the  seat  of  government  are 


pleasing.  The  city  of  Washington  is  rapixilv 
improving;  it  inus^become  a place  of  consider- 
able importance,  its  jmpulatioii  is  al  eady 
large;  but  tlve  city  shews  to  much  disadvan- 
tage from  the  scattered  position  of  its  build-^ 
inp,  forming  several  smart  tow'ns,  as  it  were. 
The  plan  of  the  city  requires  that  many  vacant 
spaces  siiould  be  left— these  may  beautify  it 
and  conduce  to  its  healthiness,  but  will  alwavs 
subject  it  to  serious  incouvenieiiccs  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  and  retardthe  o-row  tli 
of  its  population  in  the  useful  classes  oPsocie- 
ty.  The  public  buildings,  we  hope,  will  be 
completed  as  soon  as  possible;  congress  is  ve- 
ry badly  accommodated  at  present;  the  house 
of  representatives  is  jammed  into  a room  not 
half  large  enougli  to  permit  the  members  to  sit, 
and  pass  and  repass,  at  case — the  ‘•national  li- 
brary” is  essentially  lost  to  them— being  distant 
almost  a mile  and  a half  from  their  hall  and  in 
the  third  story  of  the  building  occupied  by  the 
General  Post  office,  . &c.—'rhe  repairs  and  lit- 
tingup  of  those  great  piles,  the  two  wings  of 
the  capitol,  are  going  on  rapidly;  the  “presi- 
dent’s house,”  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
though  still  iniftnished,  is  in  a much  better  state 
tlian  it  was^before  its  Gothic  destruction,  and 
the  other  public  oflices  tliat  were  burnt  have 
been  rebuilt  or  repaired,  witii  considerable  im- 
provements. Events  shew,  the  waste  of  imj- 
ney  excepted,  tnat  the  burning  of  this  city  by 
the  Goths,  to  destroy  it,  has  done  much  for  its 
impi  ovc me nt.  lliey  consigned  themselves  to 
the  execration  and  infanriy  of  ages  witliout  pra^ 
din  ing  any  effect,  except  to  rouse  a feeling 
they  would  have  depressed,  and  to  beautify  the 
city  of  M ashixgtox  that  thev  would  Ikivc 
destroyed,  because  of  its  “reW”  name. 

The  repeal  of  the  inteinal  taxes  was  expect*^ 
ed— they  are  vexatious  and  proihicealesssimi 
to  the  revenue  than  the  e.mmination  of  a few 
hundreds  of  packages  of  British  goods,  per 
amium,  entering  for  dutv,  would  do.  If  we 
should  want  their  p.ocetnls,  the  people  will 
cheertuliy  pay  them  again. 

I he  message,  in  the  whole,  shew^s  a sound 
intelligence  fftifhfully  devoted  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  republic  and  will  do  much  to 
rivet  Mr.  Moiv  oe  to  the  affection  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  and  exalt  his  character,  with  tliat  of 
his  country,  abroad. 


Compensation  of  Congress. 

Ihe  house  of  I'epresentatives,  it  appears, f 
h»ive  lefused  to  consider  a motion  made  by  Mp. 
Bassett,  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers, until  further  provided  by  law,  as  it  was  in 
1813 — i.  e.  at  six  dollars  per  day.  At  pre^ 
sent  there  is  no  law  on  tlie  subject,  and  it  is. 
probaole  that  a higher  per  diem  ^vill  be  fixed 
upon. 

Ihe  late  famous  compensation  law  was  va- 
tiler  objected  an  account  of  its  rwcoiHgi'-Uiah 
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for  the  amount  of  compensation  which  it  al- 
]owed.--rEvety  rejecting  man  believed  that 
was  insuiUcient  to  command  the  talents  of 
any  g-entlemen  who  had  businesw  of  his  own  to 
attend  to — and  to  induce  him  to  leave  his  family 
to  transact  the  aiiairs  of  the  nation..  It  could 
not  have  been  an  object  to  one  in  a hundred 
of  tiu>se  of  the  people  who  were  fitted  to  tlie 
performance  of  the  interesting  duties  of  a mem-^ 
bor  of  congress.  A respectable  mechanic  wmuld 
not  leave  his  worksliop  for  it,  much  less  would 
an  extensive  me;  chant  or  manufacturer^  or 
practising  attorney,  &c.  quit  his  employment 
for  it.  IF sucii  went  to  congress,  it  was  not  the 
expecte-.j  compensation  that  led  them  there. — 
'i  hey  were  inrliienced  by  other  considerations 
»‘-tln):*e  of  patiiotism,  or  of  ambition,  or  by 
desires  to  gain  a public  character  that  might 
he  of  use  to  them  thereafter.  If  a man  lives 
at  Washington  asagcntleman  should  do— if  he 
receives  Ids  friends  there  as  he  would  do  at 
his  ovvui  house,  and  incurs  his  proportion  ofth 
numerous  extra  expenditures  to  which  his  situ-i 
ation  rentiers  him  liable,  a very  small  part  of 
the  15CM)  dollars  per  annum  heretofore  allowed 
W’ould  be  left  for  the  support  of  his  wife  and 
family  at  home — though  his  business  there 
might  go  to  ruin  f orn  his  absence. 

it  is  thought  that  teii  dollars  per  day  may  be 
fixed  upon  as  tJie  amount  of  compensation  that 
will  be  voted  for.  The  sum  is  a reasonable  one 
—the  least  that  we  can  do  is  to  support  a man 
and  his  family,  iw  moderation,  for  his  public 
services.  Cheap  legislators  should  be  as  care^ 
lully  avoided  as  cheap  school-masters.  But 
their  compensation  ought  never  to  be  so  great 
as.  to  make  it  an  object  worth  contending  for. 


Balance  in  the  treasury,  Nov.  1,  1816 
Amount  received  to  Nov.  1,  1817 


Expenditures  for  the  year  ending  Nov. 
1,  1817 


Deduct  the  approrriations 
due  to  the  1st  Nov.  1817, 
and  then  remaining  un^ 

PHid  55,343 

Journal  of  accounts  for  pre- 
sent year  35,000,00 


57,515  13 
151,144  77 

208,659  90 

170,530  34 

38,129  55 


-90,345  28 


The  probable  receipts  for  the  ensuing 
year  amount  to 


Probable  demand  on  the 
ti-easury. 

Journal  of  accounts,  1818 


Deficient 


52,213  72 
96,564  IS 
44,350  46 


100,776  84 
35,000,  00' 


■135,776  84 
91,426  38 


Finances  of  Maryland. 

Having  several  limes  publislied  the  annual  detailed 
account  of  the  finances  of  Maryland,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  items  now  being  as  heretofore, 
the  following  summaiy  may  be  sufficient  for  every 
geneial  purpose, 

Debts  due  to  the  state  on 
bo’ids  irstallecl,  SiC.  67,900  41 
Deduct  debts  deemed  invalid  12  378  70 

55,521  n 

Debts  due  on  bonds  not  in- 
' stalled  276  252  69 

Deduct  debts  deemed  invalid  246,505  6.8 


Due  from  supervisors,  &c. 

The  8tate*s  capital. 
United  States  exchanged  6 per  cent, 
stock  of  1812 
Funded  3 per  c^nt.  stock 
Stindry  loans,  balances.  Sec. 

Stock  in  the  Potomac  company 

— in  sundry  banks 

in  the  turnpike  roads 

ix\  the  unipu  manufacturing  oom- 

■i^ny 


■29,747  01 
18,478  74 


133,717  83 
335,104  74 
85,268  72 
120,444  44 
516,100  00 

15.000  00 

10.000  00 


S 1,21 5,635  73 


Finances  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  speaker  and  member’^  of  the  house  of  represent’ 
tativesy 

Gentlemen — The  annual  treasury  account  was 
closed  on  Saturday,  the  29th  of  November  last;  and 
no  receipts  or  payments  have  since  been  made  at 
this  ofiice.  From  l!)e  impression  that  it  will  occa- 
sion a shorter  suspension  of  the  bu.'^iness  of  the  trea- 
sury, and  that  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  my 
successor  in  office,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  retire 
{ from  the  station  now,  than  at  any  future  period,  I 
do  hereby  resign  the  office  of  state  treasurer. 

It  has  been  ascertained  by  the  auditor  general,  that 
the  balance  in  the  treasury  is  §191,862  56 
Which  I am  ready  to  deliver  to  my 
successor,  as  soon  as  he  is  appointed, 
in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

1.  A check  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
U.  S.  on  the  bank  of  the  U S.  receiv- 
ed on  Saturday  last,  for  §30,000  00 

2.  A credit  in  favor  of  the 
commonwealth  on  th.e 
books  of  the  bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, after  deducting 
a check,  p i}  able  to  the  or- 
der  of  Jas.  llunna,  for 
§15>  ,d  UedDec.21,  1816, 
and  which  was  not  pre- 
sented at  ttiC  bank  on  the 

29ih  ultimo,  ^ . 128,993  27 

3.  Ditto,  in  the  Philadelphia 

bank,  18,335  45 

4.  Ditto,  in  the  Farmer’s  and 

Meclianic’s  bark,  4,619  40 

5.  D.Llo,  in  the  office  of  dis- 
couiA  and  deposit  at  l.»an. 

caster,  2,331  45 

6.  Vottchers  for  advances 

made  on  accouni,  2,698  89 

7.  In  notes  on  Phii’a  bank.s,  1,425  Op 

8.  In  do.  on  the  bank  of 

Montgomery  county,  1^10  00 

9.  In  ditto,  on  different  char- 
tered country  banks  of 

Pennsylvania,  / 2,085  00 
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10  In  ditto,  on  the  Harris- 
biirjj  bank,  105  00 

ll.  In  specie,  159  09 

191,862  56 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  genvlemen,  very  respect- 
fully, vour  obd’t  servant,  WM.  FINDLAY. 

Treasury  office^  Dec.  2,  1817. 

Documents 
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Statement  respecting  the  ihrect  tax  imposed , March  5, 
1816. 

Amount  of  direct  tax  imposed  on  tite 
respective  states  ^*30, 000, 000 

Add  amount  of  direct  tax  imposed 

bn  the  district  of  Columbia  9,999  20 


C/cj 


C^- 


U 


2 


Computed  expenses  of  collection, 
with  the  deductions  made  to  as- 
suming states,  for  the  jirompt  pay- 
ment of  their  quotas,  viz:  on 
55781,133  73  assumed  by  thestatee 
of  New  York,  Suuvh  Carolina,  Geotv 
gia  and  Ohio,  on  which  a deduction 
of  15  per  centum  was  allowed, 

117,110  05 

On  2,228,865  47  collected 
or  to  be  collected  by  the 
collectors  107,545  95 


3i009,999  20 


224.656 


S3, 009, 999  20 


Net  revenue,  §2.785,343  20 
SAMUEL  H SMITH, 

Commissioner  of  the  reveriki.-' 
Revenue  office^  December  1,  1817. 

(D.) 

Statement  of  lands  sold  in  the  stmes  of  Ohio  nnd In(h\ 
ana,  and  in  the  territory  i f Illinois,  from  the  Is^ 
October  1816,  to  the  oOth  Sept  1817,-  shexvhrg  also 
the  amount  of  receipts  fom  individuals  and  payments 
made  by  receivers,  during'  the  s ime  time,  vith  the 
balance  due  both  on  the  1st  of  October  1816,  and 
onthelsi  October  1817. 

[abstract.] 
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■Marietta 
j Zanesville 
Stubenville  - 
Canton 

C'dllicotlie  - 

Cincinnati 

Jr  fter.sonville 

Vincennes 

Shawneetov.’n 

Ka^kaskia 

Edwurdsville 


Statement  of  the  accrvivg  internal  duties,  during  the 
year  18\6,  vAth  the  computed  expenses  of  collection. 
Amount  of  accruinj^  duties  ^ §4.6.15,799 

Computed  expenses  of  collection  237,665  75 


Net  revenue  §4,396,133  25 


Lanids  sold  after  deducting 
limcls  reverted. 


.'Veres  lOOdis 
24,049  62 
105,393  48 
54,565  89 
86,063  6.5 
72.048  3.5 
256,711  97 
261,142  96 
325.351  37 
67.083  99 
78,507  54 
104  073  69 

1 414.952  49 


Dolls.  Cents. 

52.461  30 
212,381  08 
123,195  86 
405,251  48 
143,3d0  70 
525  9T9  34 
522,285  92 
601,302  60 
134,197  93 
157,015  09 
208.416  94 

3,090.863  29 


Tlie  total  balance  due  frona  indivMu.ds  r.nd  by  or 
in  the  hands  of  receivers,  was  as  follows — 


In  October  1816 
1817 

acres. 

Total  sales  of  lands 
from  the  opening  ol 
the  offices  to  Octo- 
ber 1816,  _ 7,054,689  07 

Amount  sold  since  as 

stated  above  1,414,952  49 


4,511,202  85A 
5,806,537  67* 


dollars, 

14,960,784  6-8 
3,090,868  .^9 


8,469,641  55  13,0,51,6.52  97 


G ::erx 


jo.siAii  ?.;eics, 

lci?id  office,  2’dth  d'dov,  1817. 


come  issioner. 
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Sinlemeni  of  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  territory 
from  the  is f 0/iloher  1816,  to  the  SOi/i  September 
38i7,  sho-wing  also  the  amcnnt  of  receipts  fromindi 
TiiliuilSi  and  payrnenta  made  by  receivers  into  the 
treasury  dwiny  the  same  time,  leith  the  balance  dvfi 
both  on  the  Is?  October  1816  and  IsT  October  1817 
[abstract.] 


Cflices. 


3fadiso'n  county,  - 
W.  of  Pearl  river, 
of  Pearl  river,  - 
Milledgeville,  - 


Lunds  sol  4 aft  er  deducting 
lands  reverted. 


Jlcres  lOO/ZiS 
2,648,  87 
175,609  87 
264,822  64^ 
174,009  51  i 


Dollars  Ct» 
5,297  74 
352,213  Ot- 
566,543  57 
753.849  07 


617,090  40  1,677^903  44 

The  total  balance  due  from  individuals  and  b> 
0T  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  was  as  follows: 

In  October— 1816  1,437,940  744 

^ 1817  2.757,168  44| 


acresf  dollars 

Total  sales  of  lands 
from  the  opening  of 
the  otlices  to  Octo- 
ber 1816  1,073,842  56  2,303,365  82 

^.rnount  sold  since  as 

stated  above  617.090  40  1,677,993  44 


1.690,932  96  3,981.269  2b 


Of  the  amount  received 
up  to  1st  Oct, 

1816,  '^-97  35  w'as  Mississippi  stock. 

■Receded  since  377,823  57  do. 


431,120  92 

JOSIAH  MEIGS,  commissioner. 
General  land  office,  Dec.  Isit  1817. 

N.  B.  Sept.  1817.  The  cash  accounts  from  the 
oflices  east  and  west  of  Pearl  river  not  having  at- 
.rived,  the  payments  into  the  treasury  in  Sept.  1817 
will  be  shewn  in  next  >e»Yr’s  accounts. 

(i) 

Statement  of  the  psiblic  debt  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  1st  of  October,  i‘816 


Six  percent,  stock 
Three  per  cent,  do. 

Deferred  do. 

Louisiana  do. 

Six  per  cent.  do.  of  1796 
J'l's change  6 per  cept.  ofl8l2 


DIs.17,250,871  41 
16,158,130  79 
9,358,329  34 
10,92.3,500 
80,000 

2,984,746  72 


Six  per  cent.  stOck  of  1312, 
11,000,000  loan 
Do.  of  1813,  16,000.000 
Do.  do.  7,500.000 
Do.  of  1814,  25  and  3 milUon 
Do.  of  1815,  18,452,800. 

Six  percent,  stock, Treasury  Notes 
, p€r23»liFeb.  l8i5,  funded 
Seven  prr  cent,  stock  small  Trea- 
sury Notes,  funded 


56,755,619  26 


7,810,500 
18,109,377  43 
8,498,581  95 
15,954,619  85 
12,288449  64 

60,727  41 

8,479,595 


71,201,551  29 


(2) 

Statement  of  the  funded  debt  of  tJ'.e  United  States 
and  temporai'y  loans,  on  the  Isf /atz..l817i 
FUNDED  DEBT. 

Old  six  per  cent,  stock  17, 250.871  41 

Deferred  six  per  cent.  do.  9,358.329  34 

Three  per  cent,  do.  16,158,18  . 79 

Louisiana  do.  10,923,500  00 

Six  per  cent.  do.  of  1796,  80,000  08 

Exchanged  6 per  ct.  do.  of  1812,  2,984,746  72 

Sia  per  cant,  stock  of  181?, 

11  niillipu  luan 
Do.  of  1813,  16  million  loan 
Do.  do.  7 1-2  dQ. 

Do.  of  1814,  25  and  3 do. 

Do.  of;8l5,  18,452,800  do. 

3ix  (HT  cent,  treasury  note  stock 
Seven  per  cent,  stock 
Five  per  cent. 


56,755,619  2f 

7,810,500  00 
18, 109,377  43 
8,498,581  95 
15,954,619  85 
12,288,149  64 
6t*, 834  02 
8,856,960  00 
7,000,000  00 


127,957,170  54 
50,000 


Loan  due  Cumhevland  Bank,  Maine, 

Nominal  amount  of  pnhlic  d:  ht  1st  Oct.  1816,  128,007,170  54 

Deduct  r*imhurscinent  of  the  old  six  per  cent, 
and  deferved  slocks,  by  esuniatc,  19,261,352  25 


Unredeemed  amount  1st  Octob’T,  '816,  Dls.  108,745  818  29 
Treasury  Deparimcnt, 

Register’s  Office,  December  19,  1816. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 


temporary  loans, 

Due  Cumberland  Bank,  Maine,  50,000  00 

Due  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  500,000  00 


78,579,022  8? 


550,00,0  00 


Nominal  amount  of  the  debt  and  temporary 
loans.  1st  Jaiairry,  1817,  135,?84,642  15 

Deduct  amount  reimbursed  in  the  payment  of 
8 per  cent,  per  anuum  on  the  old  6 per  cent 
and  deferred  stock  20,076,836  67 

Unredeemed  amount  of  funded  debt,  tempo: 
rary  loans,  1st  January,  1817,  115,807,805  48 

Treasury  Department, 

Register’s  Office,  28th  Noveroberi  1817. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 
» 

Estimate  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  Ociober,  1817. 

Old  six  per  cent,  stock,  noroltial  ’ 
amount,  pis.  16,311,935  76 

Deterred  8,892,815  82 


Dedpet  amount  reimbursed  in 
ih?  payment  6f  eight  percent, 
per  annum 


25,204,751  58 


19,870,745  49 


5,334.006  09 

Tliree  per  cent,  stock  13,465,08s  29 

Louisiana  10,291,7f)Q 

Six  per  Ce4il.  of  1796  80,000 

Exchanged  six  per  cent,  of  1812  2,669,108  90 

31,839,903  87 

Six  per  cent,  of  18 12,  11  million 

loan  6,206,502  12 

Do.  Of  1813,  16  tr.ilUon  do.  15.746.676  87 

Do.  of  813.7,500,600  6,836,232  29 

Do.  of  1814.  25.000,000  & 3,000.000  12,787.060  13 

Do  of  18 15,  18,452.800  loan  9,905,625  41 

Six  pr  ceiit.  tit  asury  note  stock, 

25  nriillion  loan  1,033,961  03 

Sevtn  per  cent.  do.  do.  do.  8,955,884  09 

Five  per  cent,  treasury  note  stock  7,000,00.;  00 

68,071,942.  (N 

Estimated  amount,  unredeemed  1st  Oct.  1817  99,911,845  4J. 

Trtasory  Depanmem. 

Register’s  Office,  28tb  November,  1817. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

(4) 

Comparative  statement  of  the  funded  debt  of  the. 
United  States,  betiveen  the  Ociober,  1816j 
and  1.9f  October,  1817. 

Amount  of  tln'  public  debt  as  stated  on  the  1st 
Ociober.  18 16,  and  nferrei  to  in  statem’ent(C) 
acconijianjiiig  th>=  report  of  th.  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  the  Hou&r  of  Representa- 
tives of  tile  United  States,  dated  December 
16,18  6,  •.  DJs.  108,745,818  2? 

To  w);ich  add. 

The  fivH  per  cent,  stock,  loan  of  7,000,000  00 
Ti  l asm  y note  stock  issued  in  4th 
quarter,  1816,  Dis.  ’06  61 
Seven  per  Cent.  377,365  00 

377,471  61 


Temporary  loan  o’ofainct!  from 
the  Bank  of  United  States 


500,000  00 


7,877,471  61 
116,623,289  ^ 

Deduct  estimated  amount  of  6 per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocl;s  iq  4th  quarter  of  L816  815,484  42 


NILES’  RE6rISTER->DE€EM18ER  1817— TREASURY  Ef)f  UMENT?',  263 


Unredeemed  amount  of  fumlwl  debt  and  tempo- 
rary loaus,  1st  January,  1717, 

Additions  from  Jst.Taii,  18  7,  to  1st  Oct.  1817, 
Soven  per  cent,  stock  98.930  00 

Six  per  cent,  treasury  note  stock  998,385  43 


115.807,805  48 


1,097,315  43 


D/<luct, 

l^mbursement  of  old  fipercenf 
and  deli  rred  stocks  from  i$i 
Jan.  to  30th  Sept.  131^ 
Amount  of  the  several 


116,905,120  91 


894,434  64 


species  of  stock  pur- 
chased  per  stati.> 


mcnt 

Add  difference 
tween  nomiual 
amount  of  3 per 
cent,  stock  at  65 
l»er  cent. 

Temporal  loans 
paid  off  to  the 
Bank  of  Uie  U, 
States 

Cumberland  Rank, 
hlaioe 


14,606,208  83 


942,582  48 


500,000  00 
50.000  00 


15,548,790  8^ 


, 16,993,275  50 

Unrede«med  amount,  1st  October,  1817,  Dls>  99,911,845  41 
Treasury  Department, 

\ Beg^ter's  Office,  2/ovembcr  28tb,  18 17. 

JOSEPH  WOURSE. 

(5) 

^ Statement  of  the  stock  purchased  and  redeemed, 
betiveen  the  January,  817,  and  the  oOth  Sep- 
tember folloiving. 

Amount  of  stock  redeemed  as  per  statement  (A; 

herewith,  the  3 per  cent,  at  65,  Dls.  14,606.208  38 


Amount  of  stock  redeemed,  including  the  tliree 

per  ceut.  at  nominal  15,548,790  86 

Estimated  reimbursement  of  tlie  old  six  percent 
and  deferred  stocks  in  the  three  1st  quarters 
of  1817  894,484 

Temporary  loans  paid  off  tO  the  Cumberland 
Bank  50,000 

Bank  of  the  United  States  500, ooo 

— — 550,000 


(a)  Excf.])tl  a cNT>n  ot  tb  st;u*  ■>  eorgia  fur  about  one 
hundre<l  thunsanddollars.as stated  by  the  secretary  of  the  lute 
board  ofcomiinssionirt. 

Trea>ury  Dqwrtment, 

Register’s  Office,  st  December,  1817. 

JOSEPH  XOURSE. 
Honourable  W ’I.  CnAtvFonn, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

w 

^ statement  of  the  several  denominations  ofTreii^ 
snry  Azotes  issued,  shounns^  the  amount  outstand- 
ing on  the  PiOth  Sept.  18  -7. 

Treasury  w re  issued  under  the  act  of  Congr  ss, 

O 30th  .liiiie,  812,  to  the  amount  ot  DU.  s,00\000  00 

25ih  Fvbruaiv,  1813,  OOO.O.X)  00 

■n't  March,  1814,  ' 10,0.0,000  00 

26t!i  n.:ci;mbfr,  814.  8,313,100  00 

24th  Ftb.  815,  of  100  dollar  notes.  4,422,400 
Small  Treasury  Notes,  3.392.904 


Total  amount  issued. 


7,815,391  CO 


Dls.  36.13S.T94  CO 


Of  the  above  theiv  have  been 

cancell<^d  at  the  Treasury  26,574^31  00 
Snwll  Treasury  Notes  in  the  seve* 
r<*l  hanks,  \v/.. 

179  00 
.3,472  Ot) 

3.554  00 
390  00 
639,994  00 


New -Hampshire, 

S.  Boston, 
Manhattan. 
Peiinsyivania, 
Columbia. 

Branch  Bank,Waslv 


ington, 


2,675,811  06 


Amount  from  1st  Jan.  1817,  to  30tli  Sept«  fol- 
lowing 
Add, 

To  the  end  of  the  4th  quarts  of 
1817,  for  reimhiirseraent  of  old 
6 p^'r  ceot.  and  deleiTed  stoc^ 
per  Mtimate,  700,513  70 

Purchases  of  stock  since  tlie  Ut 
Oct.  as  per  statement  here- 
xvith,  333,235  16 


16,993,274  86 


1,042,748  86 


Dls.  18,036,023  72 

Treasury  Department, 

Registei’s  Office,  November  28th,  1817. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

(6) 

A statement,  shexoing  the  additions  made  to  the  debt 
by  the  funding  of  Treasu-y  JsTotes,  betxueen  the 
of  January,  1817*  and  the  1st  of  October 
following. 

.Seven  per  ceut-  stocJc,  Dls.  98.930  00 

Treasury  Note  stock  998,385  43 


Treasury  Department,  1,097,315  43 

Register’s  Office, 28th  November,  1817. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE. 

(T) 

The  Jiegister  begs  leave  to  present  the  folloxoing 
statement,  in  relation  to  the  JVIississippi  stock: 
certificates  subject  to  a correction,  on  a compari- 
■ son  with  the  commissioners  of  the  Yazoo  claim's^ 
Amount  of  awards  to  the  Upper  Mississippi  j 

Companny  Dls.  350,000  oo 

Do.  to  the  Tennessee  Company  531,423  05 

Do.  to  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company  1,409.054  96 

Do.  to  tlie  Georgia  Company  1,887,029  75 

Do.  to  persons  claiming  under  citizen’s  rights  100,922  15 


4,.’78,434  91 

Amount  of  certificates  issued  from  the  Treasury.  4,249,114  02 
Remain  to  be  issued,  subject  to  correction  {a)  29,829  39 1 


In  the  Auditor’s  Office,  in  a course 
of  cancel inent,  for  6 per  cent, 
stock,  at  I'reasnry 
U.  States.  14, -92  34 

New-Hampshire  Loan 

Office,  61,961  73 

Rliod«>l5!and,  18.595  90 

NcW.York,  325.828  58 

North-Carolina,  ' 8.756  93 

South  Carolina,  268,4 1 5 23 

Georgia,  3,561  83 


3,323,400  <JD 


Balances  in  the  seve- 
ral Banks,  viz. 

State  Bank, 

Boston,  10,786  55 
City  Bank-N. 

Ym-k  571,608  76 
C.  County,  712  10 
Tennessee,  3,608  16 

Dead  Treasury  Notes 
in  the  several  banks, 
viz. 

Br.  Bank,  Washing- 
ton,  4,643,745  49 
Columbia,  90  746  24 


701,312  S3 


586,715  5.1 


4,734,419  IS 


6,022,519  77 

From  which  deduct 
the  estimated  amount 
of  inteivst  includf-d 
in  the  above  sum,  422,  519  77 

5,60?,Oro  66 

Balance  outstanding,  viz. 

Small  freasiiry  Notes,  69,594  00 

Other  notes,  by  estimate,  566,369  00  635,96.3  00 


As  above, 

Treasviry  Department, 
Register’s  Office,  Nov.  27,  181: 


(«) 


Dls.  36,153,791  6» 


JOSEPH  NOURSE. 


Statement  of  the  stock  purchased  on  account  o f the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  subsequent- 
ly to  the  1st  Oct.  1817- 

Seven  per  cetit.  stock  purchased  of  tlie  Bank 

of  the  United  States,  Cost. 

' amount  332,984  60  at  106  51  354,561  89 

Old  6 per  cent,  stock 

nominal  amount  400  95  unrd,  amt.  31  01  at  par  31  04 

DefeiTed  do.  do.  158  98  do.  72  06  72  66 

3 per  ft.  do.  do.  225  94  at  65  146  86  140  86 

.3,53,235  16  354,912  45 

Treasury  Department, 

Register’s  office,  28ih  Noveaihcr,  1317. 

. • JOSEPH  NOURSE'. 
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Statement  of  stock  purchased  on  account  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  sinking  fund  from  the  \st  of  April 
1817,  to  September  following.  * 

[absthact.] 


Names  of  agents» 


.Tona.  Smith,  cashier  Bank  U.  S. 


Ditto 

Richard  Smith, 

,f.  B.  Dandrrdge, 

H.  R.  P^^nchon, 

N.  Waterman,  Jr. 
Sami.  Froth ingliam, 
Lynde  Cat! in, 

John  Rice, 

J.  W.  M’Culloh, 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


Purchased  of  the  Bank  of  U.  States. 


Dollars  total. 


90,250 

142,182 

90 

71,739 

79 

56,967 

36 

903 

11 

4,022 

22 

137.622 

17 

230,245 

22 

2u2 

35 

828,306 

13 

banh  of  the  United  Slates.  §14, 601.073  36 

Application  of  the  foregoing — as  already  stated. 
Commissions  to  ogents — included  in  the  advan- 
ces—,!. Smith  §578  89;  R.  Smith  179  67;  J B. 
Dandridge  142  41;  S.  Frothingham  344  42;  L Gat- 
lin 576  99;  J.  W.  M’Culloh  2050  94;  II  R Pynchon 
2 27;  N.  Waterman  10  13;  J.  Rice  6 25; — total 
13,892  97. 

Gain  on  the  purchases — 
mount  of  stock  redeemed,  in- 
cluding the  three  per  cent,  at 
65  per  ce»t.  ' §14,606,208  38 

Cost,  including  commissions  to 

agents  14,601.073  56 


§ 5,135  02 


1,562,441  25 
13,043,767  13 

14,606,208  38 


The  stocks  purchased  were  as  foil 
Old  6 per.  cent,  specific  amount 
thereof,  nominal, 

Deferred  do 

Three  per  cent  at  65 


87,069  62 
216,794  73 
1,750.510  02 


Amount  of  stock  redeemed  includ- 
ing the  tliree  per  ct.  as  nominal  ^15.548,790  86 
Lost  as  above  14,6')1,073  36 


.$947,717  5o 


JOSEPH  NOURSE. 
Treas7iry  Department.,  Register's  office^ 

J\'ovej.<ber  25,  1817- 


Fifteenili  Congress. 

List  of  the  senators  and  represaitatives. 
SENATE. 


2,054,374  37 

Louisiana  63 1 ,800 

Exchanged  6 per  cent.  315,637  73 

Old  debt  §3,001,812  10 

War  loans — 

6 per  ct.  of  1812,  1,603,997  88 

16.000. 000  loan,  2,362-700  56 

7,500,000  1,662,349  56 

10.000. 000  1,408,294  02 

6,000.  '00  1,550,758  16 

6 per  ct.  of  1814  208,507  54 

5 per  ct.  of  1815  2,782,524  23 

7 per  ct.  stock  5 91 

Treasury  note  stock  25,258  42  11,604,396  28 


§14,606,208  38 


(a)  The  amount  of  the  3 per  cent,  stock,  as  taken 
from  the  returns,  viz. 


, Agents. 
Jonathan  Smith, 

41,218  19 
Deduct 

cost  26,821  94 
interest  3®  12 

26,791  82 

Ditto, 

56,166  23 

cost 

36,508  07 

lllchard  Smith, 

222  42 

do. 

144  56 

Dandridge, 

86,093  75 

do. 

55,960  97 

PvuehoH, 

814  41 

do. 

529  36 

AVhternian, 

Frothingham, 

3,178  96 

do, 

2,066  30 

139,353  34 

do. 

90,582  83 

Rice, 

232  87 

do. 

183  86 

Cathn. 

107.267  53 

do. 

69,723  89 

Bank  U.  States, 

2,253,221  45 

do. 

1,464,593  94 

jMCulloh, 

5,263  35 

do. 

3,424  42 

NEW  HAAIPSHIRK. 

David  L.  Morrill 
-[■Joseph  Sb)i*er 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

-[■Harrison  Gray  Otis 
Eli  P.  Ashmun 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

*Wn]i:iTTi  Hunter 
James  Burrlll,jun. 

CONNECTICUT. 

^David  Daggett 
^Samuel  W.  Dana 

VERMONT. 

*Tsaac  Tichenor 
■{■James  Fisk 

NEW  YORK. 

fRufus  King 

* Nat  ban  Sanford 

NEW  JERSEY. 

■[■James  J.  Wilson 
Mahlon  Dickerson] 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

* Abner  LaCock 
^Jonathan  Roberts 

DELAWARE. 

*Outerbridge  Horsey 
-[■Nicholas  Van  Dyke 

MARYLAND. 

*R.  H.  Gob'isborough. 

* Alexander  C.  Hanson 


VIRGINIA. 

*James  Barbour 
•[■John  W.  Eppps 

NOBTH  CAROLINA. 

*Natlianiel  Maoon 
*Mountfort  Stokes 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

*.lolin  Gadlard 
William  SKiith 

GEORGIA. 

* Charles  Tait 

Ge  »rge  M.  Troup 

KENTUCKY. 

.John  J.  Crittenden 
*Isham  Talbot. 

TENNESSEE. 

»John  Williams 

* George  W.  Campbell 

OHIO, 

*,Teremiah  Morrow 
^Benjamin  Ruggles 

LOUISIANA. 

*E11jius  Fromentin 
■{■Wm.  C.  C Claiborne 
Mississippi. 
Thomas  S.  Williams 
Walter  Leake  ' 

INDIANA. 

James  Noble 
Waller  Taylor 


dolls.  2,fi93,092  SO 
at  65 


13,-16.S,462  so 
161,58.5,550  00 


175,051,012  SO 


dolls.  1,750,510  02 


i 


.S'n'emrnt  of  mov.ies.  adviinced  for  the  "t’,Priiption.  o 
the  public  debt)  bv  purchases,  from  the  1st  of  Apri 
to  1st  October,  1817. 

[abstract.] 

To  “the  agents  namcrl  in  the  preceding  and  to  iIl 


HOUSE  OF  REFRESENT.uriVES. 


NEW  IIAMPSHIllEi 

Josiah  Butler. 

Clifton  Clagett 
Salma  H ile 
Arthur  I, i verm  ore 
John  T.  Parrott 
Nathaniel  Upham 

MASSAcaU8ETTPi. 
’'".Teremiiih  N’elson 
Waller  Folger,  Jun. 
'^Benjamin  ,\r!ams 


■j  joiin  Wilson 
Nathaniel  Silsbee 
* Solomon  Strong 
John  Holmes 
Joshua  Guage 
Timolhy  Fuller 
Marcus  Morton 
Henry  Sha'V 
■jF.zekitd  Whiteman 
Sam'iel  C.  .'Mlc-n 
*AlbionK.  lUnis 
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*Xat;>aniel  Haggles 
*E  ijah  H.  Mins 
Z'libdiel  Sampsoa 
BenjaTiin  Orr 
^Jonathan  Mason 
One  'vacant. 

RIIODR  ISLAND. 

'John  L.  Boss 
James  B.  Mason 

CONNE  TICUT. 

Nathaniel  Terry 
Charles  Dennison 
Uriel  Holmes 
'JonaVliiin  O.  Moseley 
“TiinoVhy  Pitkin 
Samuel  B.  Slierwood 
Thomas  S Williams 

TEUMONT. 

-lieman  Allen 
Samuel  Craf.s 
Wiili  '.m  Hunter 
Oristiuis  C.  Merrill 
•j-Charles  Rich 
iMark  Richards 

NEW  YORK. 

^Oliver  C.  Comstock 
Daniel  Cruger 
John  P.  Cushman 
Jolm  R.  Drake 
lienjamiii  Eilicott 
Josiah  llxsborough 
John  Herkimer 
Thomas  H.  Hubbard 
'William  Irving 
Dorrance  Kirtland. 
Thomas  Lawyer 
David  A.  Ogden 
John  Parmer. 

James  Porter 
'John  Savage 
Philip  J.  Schuyler 
Treadwell  Scudder 
John  C.  Spencer 
Henry  R.  St  .rrs 
James  Tallmudge 
'John  W.  Taylor 
diaries  Tompkins 
'George  Townsend 
'Peter  H.  We.idover 
Rensellaer  \Testerlo 
'James  W.  Wilkin 
fisaac  Williams 

NEW  JEUSET. 

'Ephraim  Biteman 
'Benjamin  Bennet 
Joseph  Bloomfield 
Charles  Kinsey 
John  Linn 
'Henry  Southward 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

|William  Anderson 
Henry  Baldwin 
Andrew  Boden 
'Isaac  Darlington 
'Joseph  Heister 
'Joseph  Hopkinson 
'Samuel  D Ingham 
'William  Maclay 
'Wm.  P.  Maclay 
David  Marchand 
Robert'Moore 
Alexander  Ogle 
'Diomas  Patterson 
l.evi  Pawling 


'John  Ross 
'John  Sargeant 
-j  Adam  Seybert 
Jacob  Sp.mgler 
Christian  'Parr 
'James  M.  M' allace 
'John  Whiteside 
'William  M'^ilsoa 
One  vacant. 

DSLAWAnE, 

AVillard  H.dl 
I^ouis  Ah;  Lane 

MAHTLAND- 

Thomxs  Baylcy 
'i’lu-mas  (’ulbreth 
'John  C Herbert 
'Peter  Little 
'^Cleorge  Peter 
j- Phil  ip  Reed 
j-Sarnuel  Ringgold 
'Samuel  Smith 
'Pliilip  Stuart 

VIRGINIA. 

Archibald  Austin 
Wm.  L-e  Ball 
'Philip  P.  Barbour 
'Btirweil  Bassett 
'Wil  jam  A.  Burwell 
Edward  Colston 
John  Floyd 
Robert  S.  Garnett 
'Peterson  Goodwyn 
'James  Johnson 
Wm.  J.  Lewis 
jWw.  M’Coy 
Charles  F.  Mercer 
'Mugii  Nelson 
'Thomas  M.  Nelson 
'd'homas  Newton 
James  Pimlall 
'James  Pleasants 
'Ballard  Smith 
Alexander  Smyth 
George  F.  S'rother 
'H.  St.  Geo.  Tucker 
'John  Tyler 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

'Joseph  H.  Bryan 
'Weldon  N.  Edwards 
'Daniel  Forney 
John  H.  Hall 
George  Mumfbrd 
'riioinas  Settle 
Jesse  Slocumb 
J.  S.  Smith 
James  Owen 
-j-Lemuel  Sawyer 
Felix  AValker 
'Lewis  Williams 
One  vacant. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

.Toseph  Bellinger 
fElius  F.arle 
James  Erving 
'Wm.  Lowndes 
'Henry  .Middleton 
'Stephen  D.  Aliller 
AVdson  Neshett 
Sterling  Tucker 
One  vaca7it. 

GEORGIA. 

Joel  Abbott 
Thomas  AY.  Cobb 
'Zadock  Cook 


Joel  Crawford 
'John  P'orsyth 
AYilliam  Terrill 

KENTUCKY. 

Rich.  C.  Anderson 
*H;  nry  Clay 
'.loseph  Desha 
'Rich.  M.  Johnson 
j- Anthony  New 
Tunstall  Quarles 
Geo.  C.  Robinson 
'I'liomas  Speed 
D-tvifl  Trimble 
David  AYalker 

TENNESSEE. 

'\A^ilHam  G.  Bount 
Tliomas  Claiborne 
Samuel  Hogg 
Francis  Jones 


W . L.  Marr 
j-.fohn  Rhea 

OHIO. 

Levi  B .rber 
Philemon  Beecher 
John  AY.  Campbell 
'Wm.  H.  UiU’risori 
fSamuel  Herrick 
Peter  Hitchcock 

LOUISI  VNA, 

'Thomas  B.  RobertsoH 

INl)i.%NA. 

'\Abn.  Hendricks 
Anssr»sipt>i. 
■{•Geo,  Poindexter 

ILLINOIS  TKUHi  rour. 
'Nathaniel  Pope 

]MissoKRT.  ter. 
'Jolm  Scott. 


'Tiio.se  having  this  mark  were  members  of  the 
last  (14th)  congress. 

I -{-And  those  marked  thus  have  been  members  oP 
j former  cougesses. 
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Forei.2;n  Articles. 


E U UO PE — G E VE R I L I. Y. 

Swnmary  of  the  lntef:t  nr-va — T.ovdnn  dates  of  2.50i 
October.  A Russian  fleet  often  sail  of  tlie  line  was 
iltiily  expected  to  touch  at  Port.smfuit])  for  fresii  pro- 
visions .t)  d wa'er;  whi-'b  it  said  by  some,  but  de- 
nied bv  others,  load  10,000  troops  on  bo.-.rd.  This 
affair  has  excited  much  speculation,  and  it  i.s  posi- 
livelv  si.'tted  that  Russia  has  satisfactorily  settled 
ill  he’'  differences  v/itii  the  Ttmks;  t!ie  ol'ject  of  die 
I fleet  lutd  not  been  determined  upon  by  the  London 
i editors,  and  we  are  quite  in  the  dark  about  it, 

I - hough,  some  say  it  Is  destined  for  a Spanish  port, 

I It  was  rumoured  also  that  Great  Britain  was 
lab'.tit  to  send  a large  fleet,  provisioned  for  four 
months,  to  the  Mediterranean  and  there  is  some  talk 
j about  a probable  difference  with  Spain,  becan.se 
jshe  will  not  give  up  some  fortresses  tliat  slie  ceded 
I to  England  by  t’ne  late  treaty.  I'here  was  a very 
remarkable  and  rapid  reduction  of  tlie  price  of  the 
jBritih  stocks  on  the  2.>’-d  October — “in  consequence 
j of  the  warlike  preparations  ofthis  conntry,”as  the 
i Loudon  paper  says — they  lowered  three  per  cent,  in 
jtivo  days,  and  a further  depression  was  expected. 

I ft  is  posPIvefy  stated  that  the  army  of  occupaDon 
i in  France  will  not  be  reduced  the  present  year. — 
j AA^ellington  had  arrived  in  London  on  his  private 
afibirs. 

We  have  also  several  reports  about  the  mlsunder- 
standing  between  Spain  and  Portugal.  Some  of  them 
actually  say  that  the  former  has  invaded  the  latter 
I with  tlmee  armies,  contain!  ig  in  the  wliole  nearly 
i 4'',000  men, — but  others  say  tlicre  is  no  truth  in 
I these  reports,  or  any  probability  that  these  powers 
j nill  make  actual  war  {^n  one  ar.other,  an.ol  that  their 
I disputes  will  be  amicably  settled. 

Ext;  LAM),  &c. 

Grain  had  so  fallen  in  price  in  England  that  no 
doubt  appe-.ved  to  exist  but  that  the  ports  wotild 
■ be  shut  on  the  15th  of  A'overnber,  American  flour 
j 50  to  54.9  per  hhl 

The  fever  in  Ireland  had  mnsMerably  deereased 
among  the  poor,  ivas  increasing  and  becoming  very 
fatal  among  tlie  rich. 

The  trials  for  hiirh  treason  at  Derby  h.ad  terminat- 
ed — some  of  t!:e  poor  o-UHtures  are  to  be  hung,  and 
some  transport '"d — o'iiers  -ver?  divcluirged. 

American  sunaks  in  Pngjani — 5 per^ccnls.  10.' 
1-2  Bmk  shares  .^32  !5,9. 

Some,  mlsundcrstan  :ing  Is  said  to  exist  betweer, 
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Gi-eat  Britain  and  Turkey  respectini^  the  occupancy 
of  the  Ionian  islands  by  the  former. 

Curran,  the  Irish  orator,  has  paid  the  great  debt 
©f  nature. 

Sagacity  of  a dog. — It  appears,  from  a late  En- 
glish paper,  that  a dog  was  regularly  taught  to  act 
as  a thief— snatching  reticules  from  ladies,  &c.  and 
carrying  them  off  to  his  master. 

Lord  Syron^s  family  estate  at  Newstead  Abbey, 
consisting  of  upwards  of  3,000  acres,  has  been  sold 
at  auction  in  London,  f -r  96,500  guineas. 

F'AAJtCE. 

Late  accounts  from  Europe  states  that  Carnot, 
the  patriotic,  the  estimable  Carnot,  lived  very  re 
tired  at  IMagdeburg.  It  is  snA  he  is  writing  a 
history  of  the  revolution  of  France,  and  its  iwflu- 
ence  on  Europe,  from  1789  to  the  restoration  of 
Louis  XVllI  in  1815  Such  a work,  from  such  a 
pen,  would  be  a valuable  addition  to  the  history  of 
world. 

The  “ army  of  occupation”  is  composed  of  the 
following  corps— 23,400  Russians,  22,200  British, 
12.000  Dane.s,  Sixons  and  Hanoverians. 

i;  is  stated  that  the  police  of  Francehave  the  dis- 
posal of  forty  millions  [of  francs]  per  annum,  of 
which  no  account  is  rendered  ! This  is  **  resiora- 
indeed. 

The  Democratic  Press  says— It  is  stated  in  late 
accounts  from  France,  tliat  when  the  resignation  of 
the  Due  de  Feltre,  was  made  known  to  the  Duke 
cf  Wellington,  he  protested  against  the  measure, 
and  threatened  that  if  accepted,  it  would  be  con- 
sidered as  a measure  of  hostility  to  England.  The 
French  ministry  replied,  that  as  Frenchmen  unde- 
terred by  n.eu'.c  s,  'hey  would  pursue  such  mea- 
si  r s as  ihe  interests  of  Fr  mce  dictated,  that  the 
resignation  of  the  Due  de  P'ehre  would  be  receiv- 
ed the  next  morning,  and  that  Guvion  St.  Cyr  would 
be  appointed  in  his  place. 

The  ministry  have  also  recommended  to  the  king, 
the  adoption  of  the  Tai-coLounci)  flao,  as  the  na 
tional  colours — a complete  act  of  amnesty  to  be  pas- 
sed and  the  emigrants  to  be  permitted  to  return. — 
The  old  veterans  are  also  to  be  taken  into  the  ser- 
vice in  the  room  of  the  young  men  who  have  been 
placed  in  their  stations. 

f,  'I'hese  are  important  indications  of  the  state  of 
public  opinion  in  France,  and  they  are  in  entire  ac- 
cordance with  all  the  recent  and  authentic  advices 
which  have  reached  us  fi*om  that  country.  We 
hope  to  be  able  to  lay  before  our  readers  some  fur- 
ther  particulars  of  tliese  interesting  occurrences. 

ITALY. 

JWlan,  Sept.  24.— A new  convent  of  .Jesuits  has 
been  formed  in  Piedmont.  One  of  the  principal  no- 
blemen of  the  court  of  Turin,  the  Marquis  Grimaldi, 
has  taken  their  habit.  The  government  has  taken 
-fin  annual  revenue  of  24,000  francs  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Gono,  to  give  it  to  this  religious  order. 
gekmany. 

Jerome  Bonaparte  has  lately  purchased  the  estate 
of  Engersfield,  and  Madam  Murat  has  bought  the 
lordship  of  Ort,  people  and  all,  for  900,000  florins. 
Beauharnois  lives  in*  great  pomp  at  Munich. 

The  price  of  grain  has  considerably  fallen. 

The  emperor  of  Austria  has  lately  issued  two  ira- 
ponant  decrees — absolutely  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation  of  iron  manufactures  and  of  cotton  and  wyo/- 
len  good.s  into  any  part  of  his  states,  from  foreign 
places,  i he  English  think  this  is  very  unfriendly 
in  the  emperor,  though  they  themselves  act  so  to 
ail  nations. 

lYDIA. 

The  British,  anxious  for  more  plunder,  appear  to 


have  excited^many  of  tlie  native  cliiefs  to  resistance, 
and  an  extensive  war  in  InJia  was  immediately  ex- 
pected— they  call  the  defence  of  their  own  country 
by  the  natives,  insurrectiovy  and  like  Bmiaparte,  who 
they  so  much  abused  for  it,  they  have  seized  the 
person  of  a “legitimate  prince”  called  the  Pleshwa, 
and  committed  him  to  safe  custody.  The  Mahrat- 
ta  chiefs  are  supposed  to  be  generally  combined 
against  the  British,  and  if  they  succeed  in  driving 
i\\e*Hnvoders'*  into  the  sea — we  shall  not  be  sorry 
for  it.  But  we  fear  that  no  such  just  result  can  be 
expected:  the  ^'bloody  usurpers'*  ai-e  strongly  armed, 
and  their  intrigues  have  divided,  to  destroy  the 
people  of  India. 

LAnnaow  pihatf.s. 

The  ship  Wabash,  of  Baltimore,  lying  in  Mucoa. 
Roads,  was  boarded  in  the  night  by  a Ladroon  boat, 
with  25  or  30  men,  who  attacked  the  crew  unexpect- 
edly with  long  knives,  and  after  killing  some  and 
wounding  others,  succeeded  in  obtaining  possessiop 
of  the  ship  which  they  robbed  of  specie,  opium,  &c. 
to  the  value  of  more  than  §50,000,  with  which  they 
m.ade  their  escape.  Efforts  were  making  by  our 
consul  at  Canton  for  the  recovery  of  the  property, 
and  the  punisliment  of  the  robbers,  in  whicli  th^ 
Chinese  officers  were  assisting. 

BAttBAHY  POWERS. 

The  Rnssian  imperial  consul  at  Hamburg  on  the 
30th  Sept,  officially,  communicated  to  the  captains 
of  Russian  ships,  the  important  intelligence,  “that 
his  majesty  the  emperor  in  concert  with  the  allied 
powers  had  already  resolved  on  the  most  effectual 
measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  piracies  of  the  Bar- 
bary powers.” — [It  is  most  probable  that  the  feet  ex- 
pected in  England  is  designed  to  give  effect  to  this  de~ 
terminalioti  ] 

Algerine  and  Tripolitan  vess^s  are  said  to  be- 
committing  great  depredations  in  the  Mediterra* 
nean.  We  have  not  heard  that  any  American  ves- 
sels had  yet  been  molested  by  them.  There  is  not, 
perhaps,  any  flag  so  much  respected  in  that  sea  as 
our’s. 

BKITISH  amxhtca. 

There  was  a dreadful  Are  at  St.  John’s,  Newfound- 
land, on  the  7th  Nov, — 200  houses  were  destroyed; 
the  property  lost  was  valued  at  £500,000  sterling. 
The  lateness  of  the  season  has  much  added  to  the 
distresses  produced  by  this  calamity.  A “New.»^ 
foundland  writer”  holds  out  a dreadful  prospect  to 
the  sufferers. 

SPA5ISH  AMERICA. 

The  Spanish  brig  Santa  Christa,  from  Lima  fof 
Cadiz,  laden  with  §50,000  in  specie,  50  tons  of 
copper,  175  tons  of  cocoa,  300  bales  of  cot- 
ton, and  16  sacks  of  Peruvian  bark,  has  been^  cap- 
tured by  the  Patriot  privateer  'rupacamoro,  and 
sent  to  Buenos  Ayres.  This  is  the  same  privateer 
that  some  time  ago  captured  the  Triton,  a rich 
Spanish  Indiaman — her  officers  and  crew  is  chiefly 
composed  of  persons  from  the  Uni>  ed  States. 

We  have  details  of  the  late  successes  of  lhepa» 
triots  in  the  provinces  of  Venezuela.  Bolivar  clcv- 
clares  that  the  forces  of  Morillo,  by  repeated  de- 
feats, See.  are  reduced  to  a mere  skeleton,  and  inti- 
mates his  intention  of  immediately  attacking  him. 

The  account  of  the  discomfiture  of  the  royal 
general  at  Margaretta  is  most  honorable  to  the 
people  of  that  little  island.  He  was  completely 
beaten;  and  many  of  his  array  of  murderers  there 
found  a grave. 

The  cry  of  liberty  is  again  heard  in  New  Grana- 
da, and  we  trust  that  the  tyrants  are  by  this  time 
expelled  from  that  beautiful  country. 

in  Mexico  we  have  renewed  reasons  to  believe 
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that  Mina  is  doing  v/ell,  and  lliat  ilie  patriot  cause’ 
is  prosperous,  though  we  are  without  direct  ac- 
counts from  him.  Hut  it  appears  certain  that  he 
has  passed  through  the  important  cities  of  Leon  and 
San  Luis  de  Poiosi,  and  one  of  two  inferences  is 
unavoidable;— eillier  that  liis  force  is  powerful 
enough  to  look  down  opposition,  or  that  the  people 
second  his  views.  A couvoy  with  6ve  millions  of 
dollars  had  been  due  several  days  at  Vera  Cru?:, 
and  fears  were  entertained  that  the  pa'riots  had 
captured  it. — .Ivien.  P.irt  of  the  cou!)ti\v  between 
those  citj-jS  is  certainly  in  their  possession. 

0;;j^Sii)ce  t!»e  above  was  written  a vessel  arrived 
at  Hjltimore,  from  Havana,  has  brought  us  a pub 
lication,  said  to  be  extracted  from  the  ‘‘Mexico 
Gazette  extraordinary,”  giving  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  “capture  of  tlie  traitor  Mina.”  We 
are  indebted  to  the  Baltimore  J'atriot  for  the  trans- 
la- io.n,  buc  we  want  something  more  than  a Spanisl 
official  account  to  make  us  believe  a story  like  thii 
Mexico  Gazette  extraordinary. 

H.  E the  viceroy  has  just  received  by  an  extra- 
ordinary ctmrier  the  tollowing  communication: 

Most  excellent  sir. — Long  live  the  king.  The 
comt.  of  Silas  under  date  of  tlie  27th,  at  7 o’clock 
in  the  evening,  writes  me  as  follows; 

Esteemed  sir — At  la.st  we  have  obtained  the  fruit 
of  our  labors— Mina  has  been  taken  alive,  and  is 
ifow  entering  this  place.  They  aLo  bring  the  head 
of  Moreno;  they  have  taken  the  two  other  Herreras, 
a Frenchman,  and  other  officers  of  their  infantry. 
We  killed  several  when  we  attacked  them,  which 
Was  by  surprize.  All  this  has  been  achieved  by  se- 
nor  Orrantia,  who  left  here  at  10  o’clock  at  night 
with  cavalry  for  el  Baradito,  near  la  Hachiqueza; 
which  news,  so  interesting,  1 communicate  for  the 
satisfaction  of  your  excellency,  and  of  all  the  good 
and  loving  subjects  of  our  sovereign,  and  I shall 
consi*ler  it  very  complete  if  it  gets  to  hand  as  ex 
peditiously  as  I wish. 

Go'i  preserve  your  excellency  manv  years. 

.TUAN  DE.  PERGUERA. 

To  H.  E.  the  viceroy  Don  Juan  Ruiz  de  Apodaca. 
Jrapnato,  Oct.  28,  1817,  2 A.  M. 

His  excellency,  not  wishing  to  delay  one  moment 
the  communication  of  such  agreeable  intelligence  to 
to  the  faithful  vassals  of  tlie  king  our  lord,  has  com- 
manded the  immediate  insertion  of  it  in  an  extraor- 
dinary Gazette,  expecting  every  moment  to  receive 
the  particulars  of  this  important  event. 

Extraordinary  Gazette  of  the  government  of  Mexi^ 
CO,  Friday  3ls^  Oct.  1817. 

WEST  INDIES. 

We  have  distressing  details  of  the  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  lute  hurricane  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  loss  of  the  planters,  alone,  at  Martinique  is  es 
timated  at  35  millions  of  Hvres.  Barbadoes  is  the 
only  one  of  the  chain  of  islands  that  appears  to  have 
escaped  much  damage — but,  15  vessels  were  driven 
on  shore,  and  5 of  them  lost 

AMELIA  ISLAND. 

We  are  without  any  interesting  particulars  from 
this  island,  though  we  have  much  matter  and  spe- 
culaiion  respecting  it.  A report  is  circulated,  and 
with  apparent  truth,  th.at  ihe  “Venezuelian  minis- 
tsa”  as  he  is  called,  after  seeing  the  president’s 
message,  forwarded  an  express  to  Amelia  advising 
the  aiuhorities  there  of  the  conicmplated  hostility, 
and  directing  com.  Aury  to  defend  the  place  to  the 
last,  unless  .attacked  by  a very  superior  force — in 
which  case  he  should  enter  a solemn  protest,  in  the 
name  of  the  patriot  governments,  against  the  pro- 
ceeding on  our  part,  &c.  The  Savannah  Republicau 
of  the  4tb  inst.  intimates  tiiat  lis  had  made  some 


preparations  to  defend  tlie  place.  B’Jt  he  will  iiurcl- 
ly  attempt  to  resist: — all  was  confusion  and  anxiety 
at  Amelia. 

Col  Bankhead,  with  a sufficient  numlier  cf  United 
States  troops,  was  .at  lVin‘  Petre  on  the  6lh  inst. 
waiting  the  arriv.al  of  certain  U States’  vessels, 
which  were  instantly  expected,  o lake  possession 
of  tlie  island. 

On  the  19th  and  20th  of  November  .an  election  for 
nine  representatives,  to  form  t!ie  legislative  bod.y 
of  the  island  was  held.  Mr.  fJaul  h.as  151  votes,  the 
highest  number  given.  On  the  27th  of  the  same 
month  -Aury  issued  a proclamation  stating  the  re- 
sult of  llie  election,  and  convoking  the  assembly  on 
1st  day  of  December. 

FLOniDA. 

Tt  is  again  stated  that  Spain  has  authorized  a 
sale  of  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States  for 
§6,000,000.  This  is  six  million  limes  more  tlian  they 
are  worth  to  Ferdinand,  though  they  will  be  of 
great  value  to  us  It  is  .also  said,  that  the  British 
minister  h.as,  by  order  of  liis  government,  remon- 
itratetl  against  any  purchase  of  this  country  being 
made  by  us.  We  hardly  suppose  this  latter  report 
to  have  any  foundation — Great  Britain  has  no  bu-i- 
ness  to  interfere,  and  we  think  vdll  not  have  the 
impudence  to  do  it. 


CONGRESS. 

SEN  ATE. 

The  following  are  the  standing  committees  of  tlie 
senate: 

On  our  Foreign  Relations— Messrs.  Barbour, 
Macon,  Troup,  King,  Lacock. 

On  Finance — Messrs.  Campbell,  Eppes,  King, 
Talbot,  Macon. 

On  Commerce  and  Manufactures — Messrs.  San- 
ford, Horsey,  Morrill,  Burrill,  Dickerson. 

On  the  Judiciary — Messrs.  Crittenden,  EurrilR 
Otis,  Smith,  Leake. 

On  Military  Affairs — Messrs.  Troup,  Wliliams, 
Ten.  Tichenor,  Lacock,  T.aylor. 

On  Naval  Affairs — Messrs.  Tait,  Sanford,  CriN 
tenden,  Dag.^ett,  Williams,  Mis. 

On  the  Militia — Messrs.  Storer,  Noble,  Roberts, 
Macon,  Ruggles. 

On  the  Public  Lands — Messrs.  Morrow,  F'isk, 
Taylor,  Williaros,  Mis.  Hunter. 

On  Claims — Messrs.  Roberts,  Morrill,  Ruggles, 
Goldsborough,  Wilson. 

On  Pensions — Messrs.  Noble,  Storer,  Lacock, 
Van  Dyke,  Talbot, 

On  the  Post  Office — Messrs.  Wilson,  Ashmun, 
Fisk,  Ruggles,  Stokes. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia — Messrs.  Golds- 
borough, Daggett,  Eppes,  Barbour,  Stokes. 

December  12.  The  president  of  the  senate  com- 
municated two  memorials  of  officers  of  tlie  navy 
and  of  the  marine  corps,  then  serving  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, remonsirating  in  strong  terms  against 
the  treatment  received  by  C.iptain  Heath  of  the 
mui’lne  corps,  from  Commodore  Perry,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  and  in  one  or  two  other  cases.  • 
A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  to 
prefer  these  memorials  to  the  naval  committee,  on 
whicli  question  a debate  arose,  which  terminated 
In  a postponement  of  the  subject  to  Monday. 

Mr.  submitted  for  consideration  t!ic  f)!- 

lowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  pdiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expccliency  of 
passing  a law'  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  and, 
if  they  judge  it  expedient,  to  report  a bill  for  that. 
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Jrirpose;  a!-;o,  that  the  aforesaid  coaimittee  enq  lire 
into  the  expediencv  of  further  provision  by  law  fo;- 
the  p inish-nent  of  offtBuces  coinmllted  in  places 
Within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States:  also,  into  the  necessity  of  further  defining 
piracy,  and  other  offences  co-u mi tted  onthehi^h 
seas,  and  into  any  defects  existing  in  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  and 
offences. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  was  one  of  sun- 
dry iron  manufacturers,  praying  that  a further  duty 
may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  certain  de- 
scrintions  of'iron. 

The  senate  having  decided  the  mode  in  which 
the  senators  from  the  new  state  of  Mississipp 
should  draw  lots  for  the  classes  of  senators,  the 
c-eremony  took,  place.  Mr.  Williams  is  to  serve  fir 
six,  Mr.  Leake  for  four  years  from  the  4th  day  of 
March  last. 

The  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  internal  duties 
was  received  from  the  house  of  representatives, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

'Phe  mint  bill  was  also  received  and  read. 

Several  parts  of  the  president’s  message  were 
referred  to  s;.a:idlng  committees  within  whose  pro- 
vince they  fall. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he 
should  ask  leave  to  irAroduce  a bill  to  authorize 
the  state  of  Tennessee  to  issue  grants  and  perfect 
titles  to  certain  entries  and  locations  of  land  there- 
in described. 

A report  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  explaining  tlie  reasons  for  not  transferring 
the  balances  from'  t!ie  stale  banks  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  A'djourned  to  Monday. 

December  15. — On  motion  by  Mr.  Troup— ^Re- 
reived.  That  tlie  president  of  the  United  Stales  be 
requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senakc 
such  information  as  he  may  possess,  loudilng  tlie 
execution  of  so  much  of  the  first  article  of  lae  lute 
■^reaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  his  llritann'c 
majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  as 
relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  and  which  has 
not  heretofore  been  communicated. 

By  Mr.  Barbour — 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  such 
information  as  he  may  posses.s,  and  wliich  the  pub 
lie  interest  will  permit  him  to  disclose,  relative  to 
our  pending  negocialion  with  Spain. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Daggett,  on  the  12lh 
last,  and  agreed  to  it  in  the  following  form: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
Xiassing  a law  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  or 
insolvency.  Also,  that  the  aforesaid  committee 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  further  provision  by 
law  for  tiie  punis’ament  of  ofiences  committed  in 
places  within  the  exclusive  jurisdicvi-ui  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  .Also,  into  the  necessity  of  furilier 
defininp'  piracy  and  other  ofTsnees  committed  on 
the  higli  seas,  and  into  any  defects  existing  in  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  punishment  of 
crimes  and  ofi‘ence3. 

A^arious  parts  of  the  president’s  message  were 
I’cferred  to  several  committees,  and  otner  proceed- 
iiv.rs  will  be  noticed  in  their  progress. 

^December,  IG.-^Mr.  Talbot,  of  Kentucky,  appear 
ed  and  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  Leake  presented  a memorird  from  the  Miss, 
convention,  praying  an  extension  of  the  limits  of 
Uie  slate  of  Mississippi,  for  reasons  therein  staled; 


which  w.as  refei-red  to  Messrs.  Leake,  Tr'otip  and 
Williams,  of  Tenn. 

T'  e senate  resunied  ♦he  consideration  of  the 
motion  offered  bv  Mr.  S inford  on  the  8*^h  inst.  to 
lirect  the  committee  of  finance  to  enquire  wh  it  alter, 
ions  or  amendments  may  be  requisi  e in  the  nre- 
sent  system  of  collecting  the  duties  charged  on  ihe 
value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States;  and  what  farther  legal  provisions  are  neces- 
sary  in  order  to  secure  the  equal  and  certain  cob 
lection  of  those  duties. 

Mr.  S.  entered  inte?  a very  minute  ami  extensive 
examination  of  the  subject  embraced  by  his  motion; 
the  evds  which  prevail  in  the  present  system  of 
collecting  tiie  duties  referred  to,  .and  the  benefits 
v/hich  would  result  to  the  revenue  from  tlie  adoption 
of  proper  legal  provisions,  &c. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

The  engrossed  bill  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, for  abolishing -the  internal  duties,  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended  by  the  senate  and  pas- 
sed, and  returned  to  the  house  for  concurrence  in 
the  amendments. 

The  resolutions  offered  yesterday  by  Mr,  Troupe 
and  by  Mr.  Barbour,  respectively,  were  successively 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

December  17. — No  important  business  was  trans- 
acted in  senate  this  day. 

HOUSK  OP  nEPUE-S^XTATTVES. 

Friday,  tiec.  12. — Air.  Ropkinsori,  of  Pennsvlva- 
ni'A,  from  the  committee  on  the.  judiciary,'  r6p<>rted  a 
hill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  b.'iakrnp'.ey 
throu'giiout  the  United  States;  whicli  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

M'.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  at  the  instance  of  the 
committee  of  elections,  introduced  the  following 
resolution,  under  the  impression  that  it  proposed 
a course  the  most  resoec  ful  to  the  house,  if  not 
tlie  only  manner  in  which  the  committee  could  ex- 
ecute the  duty  required  of  them: 

Rexolved,  That  the  pres'dent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  wlie- 
therany,  and  if  any,  which  of  Lite  representatives 
named  in  the  list  hereto  annexed,  have  hel  .1  any 
office  under  the  United  States  since  the  4th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  1317;  de-iigruting  the  office  or 
offices  they  have  respectively  hehl,  the  time  .>f  ap- 
pointment and  acceptance  of  said  offices;  whether 
tiie  same  are  now  held,  and,  if  not,  when  tlie  same 
were  s^everally  resigned.— -[Annexed  to  the  resolu- 
tion wa.sa  lisiof  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
l5ih  congress.] 

The  resolui ion  was' agreed  to,  and  a committee 
appointed  to  present  the  same'to  the  president. 

.M.-.  Bloomfield,  of  New-Jersey,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  wliom  was  I'eferred  so  much  of  tlie  presi- 
dent’s message  as  relates  to  the  surviving  revolu- 
tionary patriots,  reported,  in  part,  a bill  concerning 
certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
revolutionary  army. 

[This  bill  provides  that  every  commissioned  and 
non-co.mmissioned  officer  or  soldier,  who  had  serv- 
ed ill  the  army  during  the  war  which  terminated  in 
the  tre.aty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  in  1783,  and 
reduced  to  indigence,  or  by  age,  sickness,  or  any' 
other  cause,  may  he  unable  to  procure  subsistence 
by  manual  labor,  s'.iaU  receive  half  pay  during  life, 
equal  to  tlie  half  of  tlie  mohthly  pay  allowed  to  his 
grade  of  service  during  the  revolutionary  wav — pro- 
vided that  no  pension  thus  allowed  to  a commission- 
ed officer  shall  exceed  the  half  pay  of  a lieutenant- 
colonel.] 

T;his  bill  was  twice  read  and  committedi- 
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The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Bassett,  of  V-i.  to 
amend  the  roles  of  he  house,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  o.  [The  question  of  a>usultiration,  which 
has  heretofore  been  a matter  of  much  conleuiion 
in  \he  house,  in  the  day.s  of  p^  r y conflict,  is  thu:> 
expunged  f om  the  rules  of  the  house.] 

On  in.iti'.n  of  Mr.  F.<livur(!s,  of  North  Carohna, 
the  commi  tee  on  public  Unds  were  instructed  to 
enquire  what  im-th.er  provisions  are  necessary  m tlie 
exi  ;ting  laws,  for  the  moi  C effeclurd  prevention  of 
fi-a'ids  bv  the  pmcha.sers  of  the  public  lauds. 

On  mu-iouof  M . M'Lune,  of  Del.  the  committee 
on  so  much  of  the  message  of  ti'e  president,  as  re- 
lates to  roads  and  catials,  were  instructed  to  en 
quire  into  the  expe<liency  of  authorizing  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales  to  sub 
scribe  for  stock  in  Uie  company  incorp.-rated  under 
tlie  name  and  s yle  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Dciav,  aie 
ca' ai  con  pai.v,’ or  ai.y  other  company  now,  or  here- 
of er  to  be,  iuco  po;a.e»l  for  similar  purp  se  , o be 
pM.!  by  the  appmj  riation  of  the  public  iands,  or  by 
any  surplus  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States 


red  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  8th  inst.  requesting  tlie  president  to  lay  be- 
fore tlie  house  any  infornnation  he  may  possess,  and 
think  proper  to  communicate,  relative  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  certain  persons  who  took  possession  of 
Kmelia  island,  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary’s  river,  in 
the  summer  of  the  present  year,  and  made  an  estab- 
lishment there;  and  relative  to  a similar  establish- 
ment, previously  made  at  Galvezlon,  has  the  honor 
to  submit  to  the  president  the  ac  omparyh'.g  papers 
containing  the  information  received  at  the  respec- 
tive departments  of  state,  the  treasury  and  the  na- 
vy upon  the  subjec..s  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

[On  this  the  J^ational  Intelligencer  observes. — The 
documents  respect  ng  affairs  at  Amelia  Island  and 
Galvi-ztcn  were  yesterday  transmitted  to  the  house 
of  representatives  by  the  president.  Consisting  of 
a voluminous  compilation  of  correspondence  from 
oflscers  of  government  and  others  in  the  neighbor 
hood  of  those  depots,  the  papers  were  not  read, 
but  ordered  to  be  printed.  They  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore our  readers  as  early  as  practicable.  They 


afford,  in  a n;ore  authen  ic  sliape,  judging  from  a 
[lie  rest  'tf  Ji-’  business  transacted  is  not  of  gene  hasty  glance  at  them,  information  of  ne.arly  the 
/ , n,.  hp  nnucpfl  in  its  brocrress.  This  ■ same  character  as  that  already  received  by  tlie  pub- 


TtJl  i -tiorl(wce,  or  tvtll  be  noticed  in  its  progress 

rrnui  'h 'n.-m gener-.dly  apply  to  oar  accounts  of  ihe  pro-  | lic^ through  the  medium^  of  the  newspap  rs:] 
CC' d:  ’ '■  a rn  rong 


iMr.  liubertson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  foliotvint 


reiatvs  to  me  subject 
made  long  and  eiabora'e  report,  concluding  with 
the  folio  wing  resolution: 


have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Robertson  said,  that  for  a Very  considerable 


Rcro'ved  That,  in  order  to  promote  and  give  se  length  of  time  he  had  wished  this  que.stion  tube 
cur  ty  io  tlie  imeruul  conimerce  among  the  several  | decided  by  iliat  tribunal  to  whom  the  derision  of 

a 

not 


IS;  to  ri.cilitate  ihe  safe  and  expeditious  trans- 1 it  belonged.^  He  had,  some  years  ago,  offered 
. '.a  ;on  of  die  mails  by  the  improvement  of  post  j resolution  similar  %o  this,  vviiicli  w us  then  m 
ads  with  the  astient  of  die  respective  slates;  to  j adopted;  whether  on  account  of  the  war  in  whick 
nd(r  more. easy  and  less  expensive  the  means  and  we  were  then  engaged,  or  for  what  other  considera- 
•ov:sious  necessary  for  ihe  common  defence,  by  tioiis  he  had  never  been  able  to  decide.  The  ques> 


p.or 
roa 

ren 

pro , 

the  consiruciion  of  military  roads,  with  the  like  as- 
sent of  ine  respecuve  siate^;.  and  lor  such  other 
internal  improvemeuts  us  niuv  be  wHtiiin  the  const! 


qut 

lion  w’hicli  had  arisen  during  the  late  w^ar  made 
a decision  of  it  necessary,  it  would  be  well  recol- 
lected,  that,  among  the  soldiers  of  the  United 


tutional  powers  of  the  general  govc-rnmem,  it  is  ex- j States  were  many  individuals,  natives  of  Great  Bri- 
pedier.t  dial  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  United  tain,  who  w ere  taken  prisoners  of  war,  and,  accord- 
States  bv  iiie2Jdi  section  of  tiie  act  to  incorporate  iiig  to  tlic  doctrine  of  the  BririsK^  government,  an 
the  subscribers  to  the  b-ank  of  the  Umled  Slates,  and  odious  doctrine,  reprobated,  he  believed,  by  ever}' 
the  dividen  ds  whica  .shall  arise  from  ilieir  siiares  in  1 otlier  government,  were, treated  as  traitors  fighting 


its  capital  stock,  be  constituted  as  a fund  for  inter- 
nal iinpr  venieat. 

'I'he  i\  poFt  was  read,  and  referred  to  a commit- 
tee of  tlie  who  e. 

[ /‘Ai  s is  really  a very  important  report,  and  seems 
mtenderl  to  try  ihe  question  in  respect  to  internal  irn- 
pr’^vemer  t,  in  a maui  er  d ffeveut  fom  that  sugges  ed 
in  ’he  president' 8 message.  It  is  very  possible  that  t.io 
thirds  of  both  houses  nwy  agree  to  pass  such  a larv, 
and  thus  defeat  the  pre  determined  veto  oj  the  presi- 

Tlie  foilow'ing  message  was  received  from  the 
presirleiu  oftiie  Uui.ed  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe, 
his  secretary: 

To  the  hotise  of  representatives. 

In  compifurce  witli  ihe  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  Stii  of  his  month,  1 traiismii, 
for  the  information  of  ibis  house,  a report  from  tin 
,S‘=cretary  or  s ale,  wi  h the  docun.ents  ref  r d 
tom  i',  coniaifung  aii  trie  inforioatioa  of  the  ex- 
ecu'.ive,  which  it  is  proper  to  disclose,  relative  to 
certain  pt-rsons  w'i  o i.i'-ciy  took  possession  of  Ame- 
lia island  rtiid  G.iivez'on.  JA^tKS  MONROE. 

IVashington,  Dec.  15,  1H17. 

DtPACTsu. ' 1' OF  s r.vTE,  Dec.  13,  1817. 

The  secretary  of  staro,  to  whom  Lias  bec«  refei’- 


against  tlicir  go/ernnient;  and  that,  if  this  con 
fiiruciion  had  been  consummaied,  our  government 
had  menaced  severo  retaliation.  But,  with  wiiat 
consistency  could  tiie  United  States  take  the- 
ground  of  retaliation,  when  they  themselves  had 
never  recognized,  in  regard  to  our  citizens,  what 
we  deniarded  of  Great  Britai  i in  regard  to  her’st'' 
So  far  as  proceedings  have  been  had  on  tliis  pointy 
Mr.  K Said  he  wus  led  to  believe  this  right  had 
been  denied  to  our  citizens  He  would  not  dwell 
on  the  particulars  of  the  decision  on  this  subject  by 
Judge  Ellsworth  some  ycr.rs  ago,  but  merely  stale 
that  Isaac  Williams,  a citizen  of  the  United  Slates, 
became  a civizen  of  tiie  French  republic,  and  was 
thereafter  fined  and  imprisoned,  by  the  derision  of 
our  courts,  for  Hiiiking  war  on  Great  Britain,  on  the 
ground,  tfiut  lie  couid  not  divest  himteif  of  tlie  al- 
legiance he  owed  the  United  Stales.  li  was  certain- 
ty proper,  Mr.  H.  said  that  there  should  be  some 
decision  of  the  legislature  on  a question  of  this  na- 
uire  auu  magnitude,  wliicb  at  present  depended  on 
the  opinions  of  the  judiciary;  and,  as  far  as  acts  uf 
congress  can  regulate  judicial  opinions,  that  suck 
tiireclions  should  be  given  on  this  head  as  fie 
thought  were  obviously  just  and  nec.  s.ary.  He  had. 
Jittught  proper  uj  make  these  remarks  because^  * 
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though  he  believed  the  right  to  be  clear,  and  thai . 
the  government  would  maintain  it — as  tJ>ey  ought 
lyo  do,  if  they  possessed  tlie  respect  which  is  p ofes. 
aed  for  the  principles  of  liberty  ana  for  civi.  rights 

a decision  of  the  legislature  on  the  snoject  was 

more  important  at  this  moment,  from  considerations 
^^-rowing  out  of  the  present  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  foreip  na  ions.  B,  the  existing 
ti-eaty  with  Spain,  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
kolding  a commii^sion  under  any  government  at  war 
with  Spain,  whilst  we  are  at  peace  with  her,  is  con 
aidered  as  a pirate.  This  extraordinary  provision 
®f  the  treaty  must  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
Hiat  power  in  our  government  which  makes  treaties, 

®r  it  would  have  been  rejected,  as  well  for  its  cruel , 
ty  as  becaii.se  it  is  an  act  o legislation  to  define 
and  punish  piracies,  and  not  a power  confided  to 
■Uie  treaty  making  auihority.  To  say  nothing  mo^  e 
•f  that,  however,  Mr.  il.  observed,  that  be  deemed 
k necessary  to  protect  tlie  citizens  of  the  United 
States  from  punishment,  due  only  to  piracy,  when 
juund  with  commissions  in  then-  hands  from  any 
ifovernment  at  war  with  Spain.  He  wisiied  to  see 
•ur  citizens  at  perfect  liberty  to  become  citizens  of 
what  natioii  they  chose,  on  such  lerms  as  ttia^  na 
^on  should  prescribe.  It  would  appear,  moreover, 
fi-om  what  t)e  had  s.-od,  Mr.  II  remarked,  that  tliere 
Was  not  that  neutratdv  in  our  conduct  towards  the 
Vvo  o .riies,  in  the  war  between  Spain  a d her  colo- 
-nies,'  wiiich  we  all  ..rcfess.  In  tins  respect  the  par- 
ies were  certainly  not  on  the  same  footing;  since  a 
<wt:zen  of  tiie  Um'.ed  States  in  the  employ  of  Spain 
against  the  colonies  is  not  considered  as  a pit  ate, 
engaged  in  tlte  service  of  the  colonies  against 
Spain,  he  is.  He  did  not  know  that  tiiis  fact  would 
have  induced  >,im  to  have  brougnt  the  question 
before  the  house,  but  for  die  deep  impression  he 
ildt  of  the  justice  and  propriety  of  adopting  the 
principle,  absti-acted  from  the  existing  state  of 
things.  Bu  it  was  the  more  neces.sary  to  reduce 
the  principle  to  legislation,  because  of  the  situation 
in  which  t.be  want  of  it  has  placed  us  in  regard  to 

^r:ign  nations.  , . j -.v 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  was  adopted  wuh- 
©ut  opposition,  and  without  a division. 

Mr.  Harnson,  of  Ohio,  ofiered  the  followung  reso- 
lution: . 

Besolveil,  That  the  committee  on  military  affau’s 
be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  eriquire  into 
the  expediency  of  conunuing  tlie  pensions  which 
now  are  or  have  been  heretofore  allowed  to  tlie  wi- 
dows and  orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
were  killed  or  wounded  in  service  of  the  late  war, 
for  a term  of  five  years  beyond  the  periods  when 
thev  shall  respectively  cease  under  exisiing  laws. 

(Mr.  H.  in-.roduced  the  preceding  resoiulion  by 
a speech  of  considerable  length,  and  with  hand 
«ome  effect— it  passed  vvitliout  opposition.) 

I'lie  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for 
riie  commutation  of  soldiers’  pay. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  as  chaii'man  of  the  militaiy 
committee,  stated  a number  of  facts  beaaing  on  the 
subject  of  the  bill  The  number  of  men  in  the 
service  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  ascertained  to 
have  been  34,000;  ahe  number  who  died  in  service 
OP  were  kliled  in  battle  was  estimated  at  about 
17,000;  making  in  the  whole  about  50,000  soldiers 
(•and  b’eivs  of  soldiers)  entitled  to  the  bounty  in 
land.  For  this  number  eight  millions  of  acres 
would  be  required.  But  it  was  a number  overra- 
tred;  and  be  did  not  believe  that  40,000  would  come 
forward  to  claim  the  land  bounty.  Of  the  whole 
Slumber  of  30,000,  be  calculated  thul  not  iQojre 


than  lialf  would  commute  for  money,  say  25,000; 
to  pay  this  number  the  proposed  comrrm’a'ion 
would  require  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  1,250  000, 
annually,  for  four  years,  wliich  mode  of  payment 
t;ad  been  selected,  as  well  with  a view  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  soldiers,  as  to  t'.-..e  relief  of  the  treasury. 
The  committe*‘,'he  said,  had  uo  doubt  but  the  an- 
nual proceeds  from  the  very  land  commuted  would 
be  sufficient  to  defray  the  whole  amount;  which 
would  remove  all  objections  of  a financial  natui^e 
— and  he  was  not  aware  ot  any  other,  'fhe  mea- 
sure, he  hoped,  would  have  the  effect  of  cutting  oft* 
ail  speculation,  of  which  there  was  so  much  com- 
plaint, and  by  which  the  soldier  was  deprived  of 
ids  rights  under  the  influence  of  bis  necessities. 

A debate  of  some  length  arose  on  this  bill,  and 
particularly  on  it  details,  which  did  not,  however, 
result  in  any  final  decision. 

Mr.  Holmes  doubted  the  policy  of  the  bill,  and 
expressed  hi.s  fears  that  tlie  speculator  rather  than 
the  soldier  would  receive  the  benefit  of  it.  Mr. 
Clay  held  an  opinion  directly  oposite  to  that  of 
Mr.  H.  .jid  supported  the  bill  with  much  zeal.  — 
He  did  not,  how'ever,  entirely  approve  of  tlie  details 
of  tlie  bill;  to  which  he  moved  amendments,  going 
lo  exclude  any  but  original  grantees  from  the  bene- 
fit of  the  provision,  and  reducing  the  commutation 
to  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  160  acres,  and  two 
hundred  dollars  for  every  320.  These  lunendmenls, 
however,  he  waved  for  the  present,  to  give  place  to 
a motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section’  of  the  bill. 

In  order  to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

A motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

After  considerable  discussion — the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again  . 
Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  December  16. — Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
offered  for  consideration  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  and 
and  revolutionary  claims  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  suspending,  for  one  year  so 
much  of  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  making  further 
provisions  for  the  support  of  the  public  credit  and 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,”  passed  the 
third  day  of  March,  1795,  as  bars  from  settlement 
or  allowance,  certificate.s,  commonly  called  loan 
office  and  final  settlement  certificates,  and  indents 
of  interest.  * 

After  some  spirited  remarks  from  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a division. 

Mr.  Scott,  delegate  from  M'lssouri,  submitted  a 
r'esolution  whidi  had  for  its  object  the  regulation 
and  leasing  of  the  public  lead  mines  in  that  territo- 
ry— and  another  for  leasing  the  public  salines. 

Mr.  Bassett  of  V^ii-ginia,  submitted  for  consideraf 
tion  the  following  proposition: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Ititates  of  .America,  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  daily  compensation  of  meji*bers-of  tlie  se- 
nate and  bouse  of  representatives,  and  delegates 
from  territories,  shall  (until  further  provided  for 
by  law)  be  the  same  as  in  the  year  lftl3. 

On  the  question,  *‘will  the  house  now  consider 
this  resolution.'*”  which  the  speaker,  in  this  instance, 
thought  proper  to  put,  the  house  decided  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

So  the  house  refused  to  take  Mr.  Bassett’s  mo- 
tion into  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  of  Mass,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  and 
revolutionary  claims  be  directed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continuiug  the  pensions  granted 
to  invalids  of  the  army  who  served  in  the  late  war. 
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Ml  case  of  their  decease  before  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  five  years  from  the  lime  of  graniinp^ 
the  same,  to  the  widow  or  children  of  such  deceased 
invalid,  if  any  he  has  left  or  shall  leave,  to  the  end 
of  the  said  term. 

Mr.  Wendover  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Jtesolved,  I’hat  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  Hag  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  W.  said,  in  submitting  this  motion,  tfiat  he 
should  make  but  few  remarks  on  this  subject,  not 
being  a novel  one;  a bill  relative  thereto  having 
been  reported  at  the  last  session,  but  laid  over 
from  the  pressure  of  business  deemed  of  more  im- 
portance. Hud  the  flag  of  the  United  Stales  never 
have  undergone  an  alteration,  he  certainly  should 
not,  he  said,  propose  to  make  a further  alteration 
in  it.  But,  having  been  altered  once,  he  thought 
it  necessary  and  proper  that  an  alteration  should 
now  be  made.  It  was  his  Impression,  and  lie  tliought 
it  was  generally  believed,  that  the  flag  would  be 
essentially  injured  by  an  alteration  on  the  same 
principle  as  that  which  had  before  been  made,  of 
increasing  the  stripes  and  the  stars.  Mr.  W.  stated 
the  incongruity  of  the  flags  in  general  use  (exgept 
those  in  the  navy)  not  agreeing  with  the  la\v,  luid 
greatly  vaiylng  from  each  other.  IJe  instanced 
the  flags  tty'iDg  over  the  building  in  which  congress 
sat  and  that  at  the  navy  yard;  one  of  wJiich  con- 
tained nine  stripes,  the  other  eighteen,  and  neitlier 
of  them  confirmable  to  Uie  law.  It  was  of  some 
importance,  he  conceived,  tliat  the  flag  of  the  na- 
tion should  be  designated  with  precision,  and  that 
the  practice  under  tlie  law  sliould  be  conformed  to 
its  requisitions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposilioH. 

The  house  resymed  the  consideration,  in  com- 
'inittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chaij-,  oa  ilie 
bill  for  the  commutation  of  soldiers’  pay: 

The  question  being  on  striking  out  Uie  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill — 

A debate  of  much  length  ensued — It  resulted  in 
rto  final  decision  of  the  question;  before  coming  to 
which,  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again.  Li  thecoeirse  of  t^e  debate, 
Mr,  Clay  read  a long  amendment  of  detail,  winch 
he  intended  to  siibmlt,  should  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  not  prevail. 

After  the  committee  rose  Mr.  Sergeant,  desiring 
leave  to  sit  again  to  be  refused  to  Uie  committee, 
signified  his  intention,  in  that  event,  to  move  a 
recommitment  of  the  bill,  witli  insti-uctions  to  the 
commiitee  to  reporta  bill  authorizing  commutation 
cf  the  land  bounty  for  a pension  during  life. 

This  suggestion  was  overruled  for  the  present, 
by  the  house  grunting  leave  to  the  committee  to 
sht  again. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

iVednesdaij,  Dec.  17  —Mr.  Bryan,  of  Xcrtli  Caro 
iina,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  tlie  following 
(sommunicaiifen  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
whicli  was  ordered  lo  be  printed,  with  the  ac- 
companying  documents  : 

Treuswy  Department,  December  17th,  1817. 

Siu — 1 have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for 
the  information  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
an  estimate  of  the  approprutions  for  the  service  oi‘ 
tlie  year  1318,  arnounling  to  §10,925,191  62,  viz  : 
l^or  the  Givii  List  1,070,708  02 

Miscellaneous  Expenses,  490,308  51 

tikltrcouriie  \viih  fe^eign  natians^  4il7j66o  64 


The  Military  Establishment, 
including  arrearages,  and 
Indian  Department,  6,265,132  26 

The  nav-al  establishment,  in- 
cluding the  Marine  Corps,  2,611,376  2i 


§10,925,191  6S 

The  funds  out  of  whIcJi  the  appropiations  for 
the  year  1818  may  be  discharged,  are  the  follow- 
ing  : 

1.  The  sum  of  §6,000,000,  annually  reserved  by 
tlie  act  of  the  4th  August,  1790,  out  of  the  Dutios-^ 
and  Customs,  towards  the  expenses  of  govern- 
ment. 

2.  The  proceeds  of  the  Stamp  Duties,  and  the 
duly  on  Sugar  refined  within  the  United  States. 

3.  The  surplus  which  may  remain  of  the  Customs 
and  Internal  Duties,  after  satisfying  the  pledge  for 
which  they  are  pledged  and  appropriated. 

4.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may 
come  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  l8l8. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir-,, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOUa 

The  Hon.  tlie  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Kepresrntatlves. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  to  the  House  a re- 
port from  the  Department  of  State  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Detroit,  in 
the  Territory  of  iMichigan,  respecting  losses  incur- 
red during  the  invasion  of  1812,  by  the  British, 
which  was  referred  %o  a select  committee,  and  order*- 
ed  to  be  printed: 

O.'j  motion  of  Mr.  /{olriies,  of  Mass. 

Jifsolrved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en-- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
tlie  pay  of  the  members  of  die  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  and  the  deputies  from  the  terri- 
tories of  die  Umted  States— and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 

Mr,  Livei-inore  proposed  that  this  resolutioa 
should  be  referred  to  a committee  of  tvjenty  mem-< 
bers,  one  from  gach  state.  But  be  witlidrew  it,  and 
die  usual  number  was  ordered  to  be  appointed. 

After  several  other  resolutions  had  been  received 
—The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com^ 
mittee  of  die  wliole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  dit-  chair,  on  the> 
bill  to  provide  for  commuting  the  bounty  lands  of- 
the  soldiers  of  die  late  army— die  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  being  still  under  consideration. 

The  debate  was  resumed,  and  continued  to  a late 
hour,  ill  whicli  Messrs:  Bad,  Colston,  Live^'more, 
Stores,  Holmes,  of  Ms.  and  Beecher,  spoke  agahise, 
the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  of  Ky.  Bahhoin^  Ua>- 
rison.  Clay  and  Johnson,  of  Ki'.  advocated  it. 

Ill  conclusion,  Mr.  Clay  remarked,  that  as,  witk 
the  view  of  ti-ying  die  principle  of  the  bill,  the  mo- 
tion was  made  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  he 
had  prepared  a substitute  which  lie  believed  would 
obviate  many  of  the  objections  wlilcli  had  been 
urged  against  it— he  suggested  to  the  gentleraau 
(Mr.  Holmes)  wlio  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  die  prouriety  of  wiUidrawing  tnat  motion, 
so  as  to  give  him  (Mr.  Clay)  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  his  amenduieut  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HobneSy  desu’cus  of  giving  tlie  friends  of  th^ 
bill  every  opportunity  ot  making  it  acceptable  l* 
;he  house,  wididrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section;  wlien. 

Mr.  Clay  ofiered  a substitute  by  way  of  amend* 
ment,  embracing  various  provisions  varying  in  mari^ 
points  fi#m  the  •rigiaal  bill  The  Iw^^i 
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ing-  been  read,  the  coinmitiee  rose,  reported  pro-1 
l''r(‘ss,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again — the  hotise 
having  previously  ordered  Mr.  Clay’s  amendment 
to  be  printed. 

'i'he  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  to 
abolish  the  internal  taxes,  were  taken  up  and 
severally  agreed  to;  so  that  the  bill  now  wants 
only  the  approbation  of  the  president  to  become  a 

law. 

Thursday y Dec.  18.  After  receiving  and  deter- 
mining on  several  resolutions.  Sic.  offered,  some  of 
which  will  be  noticed  in  their  progress,  the  house 
again  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  commutation  of  soldiers’  pay — 
The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  detail  (being  a substitute  for  tlie 
bill  before  the  committee)  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay; 
and  decided  aiHrmatively,  96  gentlemen  rising  in 
its  favor. 

'Phe  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay  being  then  open  for 
amendment,  was  read  over  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  T Jf.  *AWso«,  having  moved  to  fill  tlie  blank 
for  the  amount  of  commutation  with  160  dollars 
^or  one  dollar  per  acre)  — 

quo.stion  Was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a 
majoi  i'y  of  about  20  votes. 

Mr,  Claib'-rney  of  Tenn.  on  the  principle,  that  if 
the  bill  passed  (to  which,  however,  he  was  alto- 
gether opposed)  the  goveruraent  ought  not  to  spe- 
culate on  the  soldier,  by  giving  him  less  than  its 
«vvn  price  for  the  same  article,  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  320  dollars,  or  two  dollars  per  acre. 
dStegativedy  ayes  25.  ^ 

Mr.  Cubb,  of  Geo.  having  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  120  dollars,  (or  75  cents  per  acre)  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  ayes  48. 

Mr.  Hanison,  of  Ohio,  moved  130,  and  Mr.  Little^ 
.Md.  150;' both  of  which  were  negatived. 

Mr.  (dlay  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the 
Sinn,  originally  proposed  by  him,  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  thougli  lie  confessed  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred ojie  dollar  per  acre.  He  was  under  the  im- 
pression, however,  tiiat  the  bill  had  a better  chance 
to  pass  in  thi-!  shape  Llian  witli  a higher  sum,  and  it 
would  vet  produce  much  good. 

On  this  question  the  house  divided  tims: 

For  the  motion,  75 

Ag.ilnst  it,  78 

A second  count  being  called,  the  vote  stood  thus: 
For  tlie  motion,  84 

Against  it,  67 

The  amount  of  commutation  was  therefore  decid- 
ed to  stand  at  one  hundred  dollars  for  one  hundred 
ao(*  sixty  acres. 

'Phe  cmnmittee  proceeded  in  the  consideration 
of  tile  bill,  and  made  thereto  a variety  of  jrmend- 
inents,  on  which  much  desultory  debate  took  place, 
little  interesting,  it  is  presumed,  to  the  general 
j-eader,  and  which  is  therefore  not  noted. 

The  question  being  .sm.ted,  “Shall  the  committee 
rise  and  report  the  bill  ?” 

Mr.  fi'liiiman,  of  Mass,  assigned  tbe  reasons 
which  would  induce  him  to  oppose  tl:e  bill. 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Spencer^  of  New- Yurie,  the  com 
mittee  rose,  reported  ]>rugress,  and  obiained  leave 
to  sit  ag.iin. 

And  tjic  house  turned  at  4 o’clock. 
(iJ-YesUrday  (Prid  -.y  evening)  a friend  in  con- 
gress fu’.'iiishexl  us  with  a copy  of— -“a  report  in 
part  of  the  cornini'tee  of  the  lioiise  of  representa- 
iivesof  the  United  States,  on  so  much  oflhe  presi- 
ffeal's  message  as  veiales  to  roads,  canals  and  serni- 
uuiies  of  teaming.”  U is  tru  h an  ‘•iinpjruviiUiocu- 


ment” — hut  it  occupies  about  e/even  8vo  pages,  and 
must,  reluctantly,  be  laid  over  for  .our  next— the 
resolution  attached  to  it  is  inserted  in  tlie  preced- 
ing matter. 


CHRONICLE. 

CCj^Gen.  Gaines,  haviig  arrived  at  tlie  Flint 
river,  sent  a friendly  message  to  the  Indian 
chief  on  the  opposite  side,  which  he  would  not 
listen  to,  A small  detacliment  undur  m.q.  Twiggs 
then  crossed,  the  indians  fired  upon  thc-n,  and  die 
fire  was  returned.  'Phe  Indians  left  four  killed 
on  the  field  and  fled — we  suffered  no  loss.  'Fhe 
official  letter  from  gen.  Gaines  is  in  type,  but  we 
cannot  squeeze  it  in;  an  industrious  congress  occu- 
pying more  space  than  we  expected.  Hut  this  let- 
ter with  other  negle.cleil  matter  shall  be  pr-eserved. 

The  Savannah  Depublican,  of  the  9th  instant, 
gives  a report  that  Woodb  ne  has  arrived  at  Pensa- 
cola from  New  Providence  with  an  expedition  fitted 
out  at  that  place;  t'lat  lie  is  accompanied  by  Mac- 
Gregor, and  ha.s  cnlis'ed  a consider. tble  number  of 
Indians  and  blacks  ii^  his  service.  We  hope  it  may 
be  the  fortune  of  gen.  (i, tines  to  catcii  tlie  wretch 
that  ha.s  cost  us  the  lives  of  hundrecls  of  women 
and  children,  tii.it  he  may  be  tried  and  punished  as 
a murderer,  as  he  deserves.  ^Ve  cannot  believe  tliat 
be  has  any  authority  from  the  Britisii  government 
for  his  proceedings  since  the  peace;  and  whether 
he  has  or  has  not,  his  infamous  career  should  be 
stopped. 

Maj,  Christopher  Fan  (le  Venter,  of  the  army,  has 
been  appointed  chief  clerk,  in  the  department  of 
war,  vice  Mr.  John  Graham,  resigned. 

'fhe  legislature  of  Vermont,  in  granting  a bank 
at  Windsor,  have  exacted  of  the  stockholders  a 
bonus  of  1000  dollars  for  the  first  year,  and  1500 
dollars  for  every  subsequent  year. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Ambrose  Mareschal  has  been  con- 
secrated Roman  catholic  arch-bishop  of  Baltimore. 
Bishop  Cneveroms,  of  Boston,  and  bishop  Conally, 
of  New  York,  performed  the  ceremony  on  Sunday 
last. 

'Phe  city  council  of  Ciiarieston  lu*ve  -appointed  a 
day  of  tlianksg’iving-^io  AlmigiiLy  God  for  restoring 
to  tiiat  city  ils  ordinary  .stale  of  health. 

The  celebiMted  U-irmoraj  society,  wliich  lately 
emigrated  from  Pennsylvania  to  Indiana,  and  are 
delightfully  seated  on  tiie  Wabasli,  have  recently 
received  eighty  additional  members  from  Germany 
— 1000  are  expecied. 

'i'ne  U.  S.  ship  Alert  has  arrived  at  'Washington 
city  from  Norfolk. 

Gen.  Ripley  lias  arrived  at  Philadelphia  from  New 
Orleans,  on  his  way  to  the  seat  of  government. 

A special  session  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  was  opened  at  Philadelphia  on  the  15th 
inst.  for  tiie  irial  of  tbe  British  officers  charged 
with  a mi.sdemeanor  in  violating  the  neutral  rela- 
tions of  tlie  United  Slate.s,  by  attempting  to  pass 
to  South  America  to  aid  the  patriots.  Tiie  grand 
jury  returned  tlie  bills  ignoramus,  and  the  officers 
were  discharged. 

'i'he  steam  boat  M.issachusetls  ha.s  departed  from 
8alem  “on  a voyage  f>r  North  C u-oilna  or  Mobile.’’ 
Cons  Lit  utio7ial  amendment. — We  regret  to  h.am 
hat  the  ameudinent  recommended  by  the  legis- 
lature of  New  Jers  *v,  at  its- session  lust  winter,  to 
the  constitution  ofliie  United  StJdes,  provi.Ur.g  for 
iistricling  the  several  slute.s  for  the  electiott  uf  re- 
nrescntative.s  to  congress,  &.c.  has  been  rciecied  iu 
liiiode  island  and  Yennunt. 
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Exemplary  Tables, 

For  the  pu’ipose  or  coLLrcTiritt  the  facts  and  of  forming  general  tables  of  all  tite  INCOIIPO' 
ilA  PED  HANKS  in  the  U vite  d States,  and  of  tub  NEWS  I’AI’KUS  purlisiied  therein,  wnw 
A VIEW  TO  rcBLisH  ANNUAL  ACCOUNTS  of  the  same.  To  which  thk  attention  of  editors  and 
others  is  Respectfully  iiEauESTED. 
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SAMF.S  OF  RANKS. 

5* 

Capital. 

Amount 

Located  at 

Presidents. 

Cashiers. 

])aid  in. 

. 

Rank  of  Maryland 

ir?oj 

300,000 

300,000 

Baltimore 

.lames  Carey 

Robert  Wilscn  | 

Bank  of  B.iilimore 

1795 

1,200,00(1 

1,122,900 

William  Wilson 

.Hmes  Cox  ^ 

Utiion  Bank  of  Maryland 

1804. 

3,000,000 

2,018,350 

Henry  Pay. son 

H.Higginbothoir. 

Mechanics’ Bank  of  Balt. 

1807 

i,ooo,ocu 

625,475 

James  Mosher 

John  Brice 

Commercial  &,  Farmers’  ^ 
Bank  of  RaUimore.  S 

1810 

1,000,000 

483,200 

.Isaac  Burneston 

Geo.  T.  Dunbar 

Farmers’  and  Merchants’  ) 
Rank  of  BMtimore.  5 

1810 

500,000 

465,000 

Wm.  Grahame 

John  Duer 

iFranklin  Bank  of  Rahimore 

1810 

600,000 

415,000 

Pliilip  Moore 

Jas.  L.  Hawkins 

iMarine  Bank  of  Baltimore 

1810 

6OO,00O 

235,000 

t 

Hez.  Waters 

Jvxob  Bier  j 

City  Bank  of  Baliimore 

1813 

1,500,000 

838,760 

: 

S. Hollingsworth 

James  Sterett 

United  States — branch 

1817 

: 

J.  A.  Buchanun 

J.  W.  M'Coiloh  1 

Farmers’  Bank  of  M^ryl’d*' 

1804 

1,000,000 

752, 745j  Annapolis 

H.  H.  Harwood 

Jona.  Pinkney  i 

Hagerstown  Bank 

1806 

250,000 

250,000 

Hagerstown 

William  Heyser 

Elie  Beatty  } 

Elkton  Bank  of  Maryland 

1810 

300,000 

11(5,000 

Elkton 

James  Sewell 

Phil.  Harding  | 

Cumlierland  Bank  of  Al- 1 

1812 

200,000 

107,975 

Cumberland 

DavidShriver,  j. 

MathewW  allace 

leghany  5 

Farmers’  Bank  of  Somer-  7 
set  and  Worcestei’y  5 

1812 

200,000 

132,705 

Snow-Hill 

John  C.  Handy 

J.  D.  Duff  eld  j 

Conocoche^gue  Bank 

1814 

250,000 

157,500 

Willi.amsport 

John  Buchanan 

Samusl  A.  Cheu  j 

Bank  of  Caroline 

1814 

200,000 

103,045 

Denton 

Wm.  Hughlett 

Thos.  Culbreth  , 

Bank  of  Somerset 

18L] 

: 200,000 

200,000 

1 Princess  Ann 

L.  Dennis 

John  Ileudcrsoii 

Uavre  de  Lrace  Bank 

l8Li 

; 300.00G 

134,205 

' Havre  de  Grace 

M.  Pringle 

A.  J.  Thomas 

Rank  of  Westmin.slcr 

1816 

) 300,000 

54,735 

( Westminster 

Jesse  Slingluff 

John  Walsh  | 

Susquehannah  bridge  and  y 
bark  company. f 3 

1814 

1 500,000 

Fort  Deposite 

John  Archer 

|S.  Clendenin 

REMARK.'?!. 

The  banks  of  ^Maryland  arc  generally  in  pretty  good  repute — and  the  notes  of  tliem  all, 
except  those  of  the  bank  of  Somersett,  may  be  passed  off  at  their  pai*  value  in  tlie  common 
transactions  of  life  at  Baltimore,  thouj^h  all  do  not  pay  specie,  and  of  course  are  not  receiv.cdv 
on  deposits  in  the  Baltimore  banks.  Those  of  Somersett  have  no  £ixe<I  value  in  the  money- 
market.  I'he  last* time  1 enquired  about  them,  the  brokers  would  not  take  tliem  at  35  per 
cent  discount.  They  ai'e  out  of  circulation;  but  a change  in  tlie  president  and  directors  oj' 
the  bank  has  been  made,  and  it  is  thought  by  some  that  the  notes  of  tlie  institution  will  be- 
ultimately  paid.  For  ourselves,  however,  we  will  not  receive  them. 

Tdie  amount  of  the  banking  capital  in  Maryland,  paid  in,  is  ^8,206,595. 

*The  Farmers’  bank  of  Maryland  has  branches  at  Fredericktown  and  Ea,slon. 

i This  bank  has  a branch  at  Saiisbury. 

l-This  is  move  properl>  a bridge  than  a banking’  comp«ny.  11s  noTOiaal  capital  is  .500,000  dollan;; 
but  we  are  not  informed  of  the  amount  paid  in,  and  its  notes  liave  on  the  face  of  them  “redeemable 
at  the  office,  Baltimore,”— but  they  seldom  are  redeemed,  and  have  less  value  in  the  money-marker 
than  any  others  issued  in  Maryland,  those  of  the  bank  of  Somersett  ewcepted.  By  a supplement,  pas- 
sed on  the  19th  .Tanuary,  1815,  entitled  "a  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  j. 
company  for  the  purpose  of  building  a bridge  over  the  river  Susquehannuh,  near  Bock  run,”  in  tlu' 
third  section  it  is  provided,  lliat  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  presiileni  and  directors  of  the 
Susquehannah  bridge  and  bank  company  to  use  the  surplus  funds,  after  huibling  the  bri'dg’c,  -js  ^ 
banking  company. 

VoL.  Xlll. 19, 
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Editors. 

Location. 

Size  of  sheet 

Political 

character 

When 
publi  bed. 

American 

Dobbin,  Murphy  8c  Bose 

Baltimore 

Imperial 

Republicai- 

Daily 

Federal  Gazette 

William  Gwynii 

: : 

Federal 

: : 

Federal  Republican 

Allen,  Ede.s  8c  Co. 

z ; 

: : 

: 

: : 

P,«triot 

Isaac.  Munroe 

: : 

Republicu 

! : 

Weekly  Register 

M.  Niles 

super-royal 

Weekly 

Maryland  Gazette* 

Jonas  Green 

Annapolis 

Federal 

Maryland  Republican 

J.  Chandler 

Republicai 

semi- weekly 

Examiner 

S Barnes 

Frederlcktown 

; 

Weekly 

Herald 

J.  F,  -I'hompson 

; : . 

Federal 

Republican  Gazette 

Bartgis  8c  Burke 

: : 

Republican 

S‘.ar  of  Federalism 

Charles  Sower 

: ; 

Federal 

' Herald 

Thomas  Grieves 

Hagerstown 

R'-publican 

Torch  Light 

Stull 

: > 

Federal 

Alleghany  Freeman 

F.  A.  Wise 

Cumberland 

Republican 

1 Alleghany  Federalist* 

jobserver 

George  Keatinge 

Westminster 

Medium 

Republican 

. r 

jEaston  Gazette 

A.  Graham 

Easton 

super-royal 

Federal 

[l^epublii  Ku  Star 

T.  P.  Smith 

Rt'piblicai 

*This  is  the  oldest  paper  ih  the  state. 

^This  paper,  I have  heard,  has  been  recently  discontinued. 


Financial  Prosperity. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  the  American  to 
contrast  the  situation  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  several  states,  with  the  condition  of 
things  that  exists  in  the  foreign  countries  with 
which  we  a e best  acquainted,  and  to  whose 
•^ancient  and  venerable  institutions,’’'’  (as  the 
kingcraft  and  priestcraft  that  abound  in  them 
have  been  ludicrously  called)  some  are  accus- 
tomed to  look  for  example  and  comparison. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  nation  in  Europe  whose 
receipts  are  equal  to  its  expenditure;  though,  in 
the  most  of  them,  the  very  last  mite  that  the 
people  can  spare  from  the  cost  of  keeping  soul 
and  body  together  is  calculated  and  exacted, 
to  support  the  gover  ning  power— and  gratify 
the  lusts  of  drunken,  ideotical  princes  and 
strum  pet -wo  men  of  ‘Equality.” 

How  differently  are  we  conditioned.^  The 
president,  in  his.  late  message,  recommends 
tlie  abolition  of  the  internal  taxes,  and  yet  the 
secretaiy  of  the  treasury  seems  doubtful  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  may  apply  a surplus 
revenue  to  the  best  advantage— seeing  that 
there  cannot  be  any  regular  demand  for  it, 
that  the  public  debt  is  above  par,  and  that  the 
public  creditors  cannot  be  compelled  to  re- 
<?eive  their  money  for  several  years  to  come, 
itc.  But  it  is  probable  ‘‘something  may  turn 
up”  to  relieve  us  of  this  burthen! 

The  messages*  from  the  governors  of  the 

♦These  messages  are  generally  very  interesting 
&r  their  correct  reasonings  and  truly  republican 
simplicity.  But  on  this  occasion — on  publishing  the 
kst  message  that  we  ever  expect  to  receive  from 
Simon  Snyder,  the  practical  pa*riot  chief  of  the 
great  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  last  nine  years — 
we  p&rha|i&,>e  periT^stted  to  that  we,  have 


seve  al  states  to  the  respective  legislatures, 
evince  the  same  financial  prosperity,  Money- 
inattei  sare  hardly  mentioned  in  any  of  them, 
except  to  tell  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
that  there  is  an  abundam  e — and  to  recommend 
that  they  should  appropriate  it  freely  to  ob- 
jects of  public  utility;  roads, bridges  and  canals 
and  seminaries  of  learning. 

Now,  ought  these  things  to  pass  without 
grateful  remark.^  Should  we  not  pause  and 
reflect  on  the  causes  from  whence  such  bless- 
ings flow,  and  bend  the  heart  before  that  Being' 
wdio  has  suflei  ed  those  causes  to  be.^  It  is  not  * 
the  part  of  a republican  to  exult  in  his  prospe- 
rity over  the  miseries  of  others — his  liberty 
tree  is  for  the  political  healing  of  nations,  and 
all  men  are  invited  to  repose  under  its  shaded 
for  it  is  there  that  Peace  and  Plenty  have  fixed 
their  abode  and  all  the  Virtues  flourish — ^be- 
cause man  supports  the  dignity  that  belongs  to 
his  creation  after  God’s  own  image,  and  re- 
spect is  tendered  only  to  superior  intelligence 
and  goodness:  no  kissing  of  the  bloated  hands 
of  kingly  debauchees,  or  licking  of  the  feet  of 
pampered  priests — the  sceptre  is  broken,  and 
the  mitre  rent;  but  civil  order  reigns  and  holy 
Religion  has  her  honest  votaries.  But  stiller 
when  we  see  the  arts  practised  by  the  tools  of 
those  oppresso’s  of  their  brethren,  and  with 
astonishment  find  that  there  are  advocates  for 
their  monstrous  principles  in  our  happy  coun- 
try— it  is  rightful  that  the  republican,  standing- 
on  the  eminence  of  his  own  independence, 
should  point  the  finger  of  truth  to  the  glorious 
fruits  of  Liberty,  and  contrast  them  with  the 

read  it  with  many  mixed  and  delightful  emotions; 
and  beg  leave  to  recommend  its  perusal  to  all  who 
love-  the  republic.  [Yee  avpp.  laa't  numl/er  ] 
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miseries  that  follow  the  train  of  aristocracy— 
to  stimulate  the  zeal  and  strengthen  the  love 
of  the  friends  of  his  system,  whilst  he  confuses 
and  discomfits  the  enemies  of  the  rights  of 
^nan.  And  his  soul  is  in  harmony,  when  round 
the  festive  board  he  proudly  sings— 

Here  freedom  bless  tlie  land — 

Here  doth  peace  her  boui^hs  expand. 

And  plenty  crown  the  social  board — 

Whilst  love  Sin friendship  kindly  meet, 

To  make  our  happiness  complete. 

Xor  shall  infamous  tyrants  rear 
The  standard  of  oppression  here — 

We  know  no  Lord,  save  him  in  heaven^ 

No  povjer  but  what  consent  has  given. 

Firm— united — still  we’ll  be, 

U.'dlying  round  our  liberty — 

As  a band  of  brothers  joined, 

Peace,  with  safety,  we  shall  find. 


Internal  Improvement. 

IMPOHTAXT  DOCUMKVT. 

Jieporty  in  part,  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  on  so  much  of  the  presi- 
denCs  message  as  relates  to  roads,  canals,  aiid 
seminaries  of  learning. 

DECEMBER  15,  1817. 

Read  and  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house  on  Friday  next. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  so  much 
of  the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  ro.ads, 
canals,  and  seminaries  of  learning,  respectfully 
report,  in  part  that  they  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion  the  subject  referred  to  tliem,  and  bestowed) 
on  it  that  attention  to  whicii,  by  its  importance,  j 
it  is  so  eminently  entitled.  Involving,  as  it  is  sup- 1 
posed,  a great  constitutional  question  on  the  one 
I’.and,  and  intimately  connected,  on  the  other,  with 
the  improvement,  the  prosperity,  the  union,  and 
tiie  happiness  of  the  Uni  ed  Slates,  it  presents  the 
fairest,  claims  to  candid  and  diligent  investigation. 
Xor  IS  it  without  additional  interest  from  the 
ilivision  of  opinion  to  wliicli  it  has  heretofore  given  j 
r.se  between  tiie  executive  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  government:  a deference,  which  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  rights  of  free  opinion,  will  be  still 
found  to  exist  between  the  sentiments  promulgated 
in  the  message  of  the  president,  and  those  which 
will  be  advanced  by  your  committee  in  this  report; 
nor  do  they  conceive,  that  the  expression  in  the  j 
message  of  the  president  of  an  opinion  unfavorable) 
to  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  general  govern-  i 
ment  should  be  permitted  to  have  any  influence  on 
the  disposition  of  congress  to  legislate  ®n  this  in- 
feresting  subject.  For,  if  the  co.nstiuitional  ma- 
jority of  the  two  houses  should  differ  with  the 
executive  department,  the  opinion  of  the  latter, 
however  respectable,  must  yield  to  such  an  ex- 
pression of  their  will.  On  the  other  hand,  if  from 
deference  to  an  opinion  promulgated  in  an  execu- 
tive communication,  congress  should  refrain  from 
entering  upon  the  consideration  of  a question  in- 
volving cousihutional  doctrine,  it  might  happen, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  president  would  prevent 
the  enaction  of  a law,  even  though  there  should 
be  the'^ Constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds  of  both 
houses  in  its  favor.  Thus,  by  the  introduction  of 
such  a practice,  the  presidential  veto  would  ac- 
quire a force  unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  the 
legislative  body  would  he  shorn  of  its  pow’ers  from 
a want  of  confidence  in  its  strength,  or  from  indis- 
jiositiou  to  exert  it.  Whilst  youi*  committee  are 


perfcc'lv  aware  that  nothing  like  this  is  contem. 
dated  by  the  executive  branch  of  the  govertiment 
they  presume  the  house  of  representatives  wilt 
scrupulously  avoid  a course,  which  may  be  con- 
'<trued  into  a dereliction  of  their  privileges.  They 
deem  it,  therefore,  not  improper  to  offer  some  con- 
sideratioi.s  upon  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
oowers  of  the  general  government  to  pa.ss  laws  for 
the  improvement  and  construction  of  roads  and 
c.^nals,  with  the  consent  of  the  states. 

As  it  is  obvious,  how’ever,  that  these  several  sub- 
jects of  legislation  do  not  rest  upon  the  same 
foundations,  and  that  one  of  these  may  be  withiit 
the  sphere  of  the  constitiuional  powers  of  congress, 
whilst  the  others  may  belong  exclusively  to  the 
states,  it  is  proposed  to  treat  them  separately,  and 
the  subject  of  the  improvement  and  construction 
of  public  roads,  which  appears  to  your  committee 
most  clearly  to  be  reducible  to  the  powers  vested 
in  the  general  government,  will  be  first  taken  intt» 
consideration. 

An  accurate  attention  to  the  real  points  of  differ-i 
j ence  on  this  subject  will  greatly  contribute  to  free 
the  controversy  from  unimportant  and  irrelevant, 
'considerations.  To  attain  this,  we  lu-^ve  only  to 
j compare  what  is  manifestly  admitted  on  the  one 
(hand,  with  what  is  claimed  and  contended  for  oa 
I the  other. 

! I'he  laws  of  antecedent  congresses,  approved  by 
j successive  executive  magisti’ates,  and  the  acts  of 
i the  executive  magistrates  themselves,  will  be 
i resorted  to,  as  affording  evidence  of  what  may  he 
j regarded  as  conceded  to  be  within  the  powers 
I of  t!ie  general  government,  'flie  commendable 
1 jealousy  wlilch  they  have  manifested  of  all  tncroacli- 
ments  on  state  power,  and  tlieir  scrupulous  adher- 
ence to  the  most  rigid  principles  of  const -uction, 
in  the  interpretation  of  tiie  constitution,  affords 
a sure  gu  irantee,  that  more  lias  not  been  admitted 
than  may  f.iirly  be  assumed  to  be  will  in  the  pro- 
visions of  that  instrume  nt.  Taking,  then,  the  acts 
of  bo\b  of  the  legislative  and  executive  briinche.s 
of  tlie  government  for  our  guide,  we  shall  find  it 
clearly  admitted  that  there  are  some  coses  at  least, 
in  which  the  general  government  possesses  the  con- 
stitutional privilege  of  constructing  and  improving 
roads  through  the  several  states. 

Thus,  by  the  act  of  the  29th  of  .Ma:ch,  1806 
confirmed,  amended  and  enlarged  by  subsequent 
acts,  a road  was  directed  to  be  laid  out  and  con- 
structed fi'om.  Cumberland,  in  the  state  of  Mary 
land,  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  upon  obtaining  the  con- 
sent of  the  st.ates  through  which  it  should  pass. 
I’he  fund  provided  for  this  noble  undertaking,  was 
to  consist  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  certaiu 
lands,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
state  of  Oiiio;  so  that  this  act  furnishes  tlie  double 
admission,  that  “roads  may  be  laid  out  by  con- 
gress through  the  several  states,  with  their  con- 
sent;” and  that  the  expenses  of  constructing  suc^^ 
roads  may  constitutionally  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  United  States.  The  act  was  approved 
by  the  president  in  office,  in  1806,  and  other  acts 
confirming,  aa^ ending  and  enlarging  it,  were  pass- 
erl  by  subsequent  legislatures,  ia  the  years  181tb 
1811,  and  1815,  and  approved  by  the  president,  in 
office,  at  those  periods:  nay,  more,  the  three  las» 
acts  contained  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
210,000  dollars,  payable  out  of  any  moneys  iu  the 
crt  aau  y,  bu'  reimbursable  out  of  the  Ohio  fund — a 
fund  which  might  or  might  not  prove  adequate,  au^ 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  is  believed  hitherto  to  h'd.\p 
been  insufficient. 

Similar  to  tfiis  act  in  some  #f  ila  and 
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analof^ous  in  pnr.biple,  are  the  acts  of  April  21st, 
1806,  and  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  authorizing- 
rouds  to  be  opened  from  Nashville  and  Reynolds- 
burg, in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  to  different  points 
in  the  Alississippi  territory.  But  these  acts  go 
still  further  than  the  former,  in  omitting  to  require 
tj:e  previcvs  consent  of  the  state  «f  Tennessee,  through 
tvl'.o.se  terriiorles  a part  of  the  roads  was  to  pass, 
and  in  directing  the  expenses  of  making  them  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  without  providing  for  its  reimbursement, 
in  any  manner  v'hateoever. 

But  lest  the  ii^.fluence  to  be  derived  from  these 
Admissions  should  be  deemed  to  be  weakened  by 
the  consideration  that  the  collision  of  opinion  on 
the  constitutional  question  has  nrisen_  since  the 
passage  of  tliose  laws,  your  committee  will  beg 
letive  to  refer  to  the  date  of  the  last  act  above- 
mentioned,  and  to  certain  transactions  of  a date 
subsequent  to  the  important  and  well  remembered 
difference  of  opinion  betvveen  the  executive  and 
legislature,  at  tlie  last  session  of  congress.  Since 
tliat  jieriod,  they  have  satisfactory  infonnation  that 
a road  has  been  directed  by  the  executive  of  the 
United  S^tes  to  be  improved,  the  expense  of 
the  genei-ai  government,  and  doubtless  for  military 
pui'i-.o  ^e:s.  'Fhis  road  is  laid  out  from  Flattsburg,  or 
b-3  vicinity,  in  the  stale  of  New-York,  to  Sackett’s 
Harbor,  in  the  same  state. 

It  is  presumed,  that  it  is  to  be  constructed  at 
the  expense  of  the  general  government,  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  previous  assent  of  the  slate  has 
not  been  procured.  ^ 

From  this  act,  therefore,  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  government,  emanating  from  that  source  at 
a la  e dale,  it  would  seem  fair  to  infer,  that  the 
oonsUtntion  is  admitted  to  have  conferred  upon 
tire  general  goven-ment  a power,  in  some  cases,  to 
ttutke  roads,  and  to  defray  the  expense  of  their  con- 
struction out  of  the  funds  of  tlie  United  States. 
And  as  the  power  is  not  denied  in  all  cases,  your 
committee  will  attempt  to  shew  that  congress  has 
tlie  iMiwer, 

1.  'i’o  lay  out,  construct,  ai>d  improve  post  roads 
through  thp  several  states,  with  the  assent  of  the 
respective  states.  And, 

2 'I'o  open,  coast i-uct,  and  improve  military  roads, 
through  the  several  stales,  with  the  assent  of  the 
respective  states. 

3.  To  cut  canals  through  the  several  states,  with 
their  assent,  for  promoting  and  giving  security  to 
internal  commerce,  and  for  the  more  safe  and 
economical  transportation  of  military  stores,  &c. 
in  time  of  war<  leaving,  in  all  these  cases,  the 
jurisdictional  right  over  the  soil  in  the  respective 
s ates. 

In  examining  the  soundness  of  these  positions, 
yonr  esmraittee  will  not  find  it  necessary  to  resort 
to  what  is  called  a liberal  construction  of  the  con- 
slitiuion.  They  might,  indeed,  contend,  that  a.s 
the  poAvers  here  attributed  to  the  United  States 
are  not  in  derogation  of  state  rights,  (since  they 
ean  only  be  exercised  by  their  assent)  tlierc  is  less 
reason  for  adheriag  to  extreme  rig'.r  of  construc- 
tion. Where  tli£  authority  claimed  by  the  general 
goverament  is  oppressive  in  its  character,  or  dan- 
gerous in  its  tendencies;  where  it  is  asserted  nuth- 
out  deference  to  state  assent,  and  in  derogation  of 
state  power:  where  it  is  calculated  to  aggrandize 
the  union,  and  to  depress  its  members,  there  may 
be  some  reason  for  holding  the  representatives  of 
tlie  nation  to  the  *‘letter  of  their  authority.”  But 
where  the  power  sought  to  be  exercised  is  bene- 
j»  itjs  effects,- and  *nly  felt  in  the  blessing  it 


confers:  where  it  is  not  proposed  to  act,  except 
with  the  assent  of  the  party  which  is  to  be  affected; 
whei’e  the  measure  is  more  calculated  to  encrease 
the  opulence  and  the  power  of  the  state,  than  to 
aggrandize  the  union  at  its  expense,  it  miglit  fairly 
be  contended  that  a less  rigorous  construction  of 
the  constitution  would  be  justifiable.  It  is  neitlier 
unprecedented  or  improper  to  construe  the  same 
instrument,  liberally,  where  the  interests  of  the 
contracting  parties  will  be  thereby  promoted,  and 
to  adhere  to  a greater  strictness  where  injury  may 
arise  to  either  by  an  interpretation  too  latit.udinous. 
That  the  powers  In  question  are  neither  dangerous 
in  their  tendencies,  or  calculated  to  prove  injurious 
to  the  states,  would  seem  fairly  inferrable  from  the 
recommendation  to  amend  the  constitution,  and 
from  the  importance  so  justly  attached  to  these  ob- 
jects on  all  hands. 

But  your  committee,  nevertheless,  do  not  con- 
ceive it  necessary  to  call  to  their  aid  the  liberal 
principles  of  construction  which  tlie  occasion  might 
justify.  They  disavow  any  u.se  of  the  general  phrase 
in  the  constitution  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  as  applicable  to  the 
enumeration  of  powers,  or  as  e.xtending  the  power 
of  congress  beyond  the  specified  powers;  and  they 
admit  that  to  support  their  positions,  it  must  ap- 
pear  that  the  powers  contended  for  are  expressly 
granted,  or  that  they  are  both  “necessary  and  pro- 
per” for  carrying  into  execution  some  other  expresli 
power. 

That  congress,  with  the  assent  of  the  states,  re- 
spectively,  may  construct  and  improve  their  post 
roads,  under  the  potver  “to  establish  post  offices 
and  post  roads,”  seems  to  be  manifest  both  from 
the  nature  of  things,  aud  from  analogous  construc- 
tions of  the  conslituilon.  It  has  been  contended, 
indeed,  that  the  word  establish,  in  this  clause  of  the 
instrument,  comprehends  notliing  more  than  a mere 
designation  of  post  roads.  But  if  this  be  true,  the 
important  powers  conferred  on  the  general  govern- 
ment, in  relation  to  the  post  office,  might  be  render- 
ed in  a great  measure  inefficient  and  impracticable. 
In  some  states  a power  is  vested  In  the  inferior 
tribunahs  or  county  courts,  to  discontinue  roads  at 
their  discretion;  a post  road  designated  by  congress 
might  thus  be  discontinued,  to  the  great  embarass- 
meot  of  the  post  office  establishment  If  the  power 
to  establish  confers  only  the  authority  to  designate, 
congrets  can  have  no  right  either  to  keep  a ferry 
over  a deep  and  rapid  river,  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mails,  or  to  compel  the  owners  of  a ferry  to 
perfonn  that  service;  and  yet  our  laws  contain  an 
act,  acquiesced  in  for  more  than  twenty  years,  im- 
posing penalties  on  ferrymen  for  detaining  the  mail 
and  on  other  persons  for  returdiog  or  obstructing 
its  passage.  It  would  be  difficult  to  discover  how 
this  power  of  imposing  penalties  can  be  supported, 
either  as  an  original  or  accessary  power  exeq^t  up- 
on principles  of  more  liberal  construction  than 
those  now  advanced.  There  are,  tlierefore,  not  a 
few  who  believe  that,  under  the  authority  to  *^esta~ 
biisfi’*  post  roads,  congress  have  express  power  to 
lay  out,  construct,  and  improve  roads  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  the  authority  which 
is  conferred  by  the  constitution  to  ma.ke  all  laws 
which  shall  be  “necessary  and  proper”  for  cari-ying 
iitto  execution  the  enumerated  powers,  is  believed 
to  vest  in  the  general  governuieui  an  Ui'.  nr.  ns, 
wliich  are  essential  to  the  complete  enjoyment  £ 
the  privilege  of  “establishing  post  offices  y d 
post  roads.”  Even  without  tliis  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution the  same  principle  would  have  applied 
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to  its  construction;  since,  tcconlinp  to  commo.n  un- 
derstaudinij  the  grant  of  apoxe."  implies  a grant  of 
whatever  is  nece.ssarv  to  its  enjoy  jient. 

Taking  these  principles  for  our  guide,  it  may  be 
asked  if  under  the  narrow  rules  of  construction 
contended  for,  the  righ  t of  transporting  the  mails 
would  not  be  held  entirely  at  the  will  of  the  states 
respectively;  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  United  States 
have  the  privilege  of  establishing  post  roads,  and 
are  uiidfT  the  corresponding  obligation  of  trans- 
porting the  mails,  is  it  not  essential  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  this 
power,  that  they  should  have  the  right  (with  tlie 
assent  of  the  respective  states)  to  throw  bridges 
over  deep  and  rapid  streams,  to  remove  embarras- 
sing and  dangerous  obstructions  in  tlic  roads  which 
tjiey  have  the  privilege  of  using,  to  level  moun- 
tains wh  ch  ijapede  the  velocity  of  transportation, 
and  to  render  passable  the  morasses  wliifcli  intersect 
the  roads  through  various  parts  of  the  union  ^ Can 
it  be  supposed,  that  the  convention,  in  conferring 
the  power  and  imposing  the  duty  of  transporting 
the  mails,  (in  its  nature  a matter  of  national  concern) 
intended  to  vest  in  congress  the  mere  authorivy  to 
designate  the  roads  over  which  it  should  be  car 
ried  ? Can  it  be  denied,  that  the  right  to  rentier 
a road  passable  is  “necessary”  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  privilege  of  transporting  the  malls:  or  can  it 
b«  denied  that  such  improvement,  with  the  assent 
of  the  states,  :s  “proper.^”  And,  if  “necessary  and 
proper,”  is  it  not  justified  as  an  incid<;ntal  po*ver  <* 

It  is  indeed  from  the  operation  of  these  word*, 
“necessary  and  proper,”  in  the  clause  of  the  con- 
stituuon,  which  grants  accessary  powers,  that  the 
**assent  of  tJu'-  respective,  slates'^  is  conceived  to  be 
a pre-requisite  to  the  improvement  even  of  post 
roads.  For,  however  “necessary”  such  improve- 
meat  might  be,  it  might  be  questioned  how  fur  an 
interference  with  the  state  jurisdiction  over  its  soil, 
against  its  will,  might  be  “proper.”  Nor  is  this 
instance  of  an  imperfect  right  in  the  general  go- 
vernment without  an  analogy  in  the  constitution — 
the  power  of  exercising  jurisdiction  over  forts,  ma- 
gazines, ai'senals  and  dock  yards  depending  upon 
a previous  purchase  by  the  United  States,  ivith  the 
consent  of  the  state. 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  constitution,  confers 
only  a viirht  of  7oay,  and  tliat  the  rights  of  soil,  and 
jiu'isdiction  remain  exclusively  with  the  stales  re- 
spectively, yet  tljere  seems  no  sound  objection  to 
the  improvement  of  roads  7viih  their  assent.  Fur  if, 
by  the  lOdi  amendment,  this  riglit  is  reserved  to 
the  states,  it  is  within  the  power  of  tlie  state  to 
grant  it,  unless  the  United  States  are  incapitble  of 
receiving  such  a privilege.  But  by  various  acts  of 
the  government,  wliose  validity  has  never  been 
questioned,  it  appears  to  possess  not  merely  tiie 
power  of  receiving  so  unimportant  a privilege  as 
this,  but  of  acquiring  territory  ad  libitum  'I'he 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  one  of  the  happiest  events 
of  our  political  history,  evinces  the  power  of  this 
government  to  acquire  territory  by  treaty  from  fo- 
reign nations.  Tlie  cession  of  ibenorth  west  terri 
tory  by  Virguiia,  shews  that,  under  the  strict  prin- 
ciples of  iJie  old  confederation,  which  had  so  few 
features  of  nationalitt’,  the  United  States  were 
deemed  to  have  the  power  of  acquiring  lands  even 
from  the  slates  of  the  confederacy.  The  Georgia 
cession,  completed  about  the  year  1802,  is  finally 
decisive  of  the  practical  and  undisputed  exerci.se 
of  a power  in  the  general  government  to  receive  u 
cession  of  terrliory  from  any  member  in  the  confed- 
eracy, under  the  present  constitution.  But  if  the 
^general  government  liave  the  power  to  aggrandize 


it-self  bv  the  ac'|uisition  of  territories,  c:m  the  infe- 
rior privilege  be  denied  them  of  receiving  from  a 
state  the  riglit  of  making  or  rcpiiving  'he  ro.ids  ov<  p 
which  they  are  compelled  to  transport  the  mails 
through  tlie  unlon.^ 

Moreove",  it  seems  tobe  admi'ted  that  the  Ur:'- 
ed  States  have,  have  since  tlie  -(ieorgia  cession,  a 
constitutional  right  to  make  and  repair  roads  In  the 
ceded  territory.  If  tlien,  by  the  transfer  of  the  ter- 
ritory, Georgia  could  give,  and  t!ie  United  States 
receive,  tlie  ri^iit  to  make  roads  within  it,  it  is  dlf 
ficult  to  imagine  a s’lbstauUal  objeetion  to  the  vu 
lidity  of  R grant  to  make  a road,  without  a transfer  of 
Lhe  territory. 

2.  Your  committee  conceive  that  the  g^'iieral 
goveranaettt  has  the  power  of  making  and  opening 
military  roads  with  the  assent  of  the  reshective  s.'ir  ?#, 
witli  a view  to  Uie  common  defence  of  the  nation. 

'I'he  power  of  opening  a road  during  acnial  hos 
tilities,  for  Uie  purpose  of  transporting  military 
stores,  and  marching  troops  to  ^xiiuts  that  are  me- 
naced, has  never  yet  been  called  in  q'.teslion.  1> 
truth,  witJiout  such  a power  the  U.  .States  must  fall 
a prey  to  foreign  enemies:  so  that  it  seems  f ir  to 
assume,  that,  whenever  a military  road  becomes 
necessary  for  the  nation.al  safety,  it  Is  in  the.  power 
of  the  general  government  to  construct  it.  OF  this 
necessity,  that  government  can  he  the  only  judge; 
and  if  the  power  j talking  of  tJiis  necessity  hie  in 
them,  the  constitutional  powerto  act  must  of  course 
he  conceded.  In  the  exercise  of  this  discretion,  a 
very  general  sentiment  at  present  prevails  in  ftivor 
of  preparations  during  peace  for  a state  of  war. 
And  if  the  power  of  judging  Tvhem  it  is  nece.ssary 
b^^'admitte.d,  the  constitutional  right  to  do  it  at  any 
time  must  be  allowed. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  enter  upon  the  delicate  in- 
quiry whether  this  right  can  be  e.xercise'l  by  the 
general  government,  -without  the  assent  of  the  re- 
spective states  through  whose  territories  a road  is 
constructed,  in  time  of  peace,  with  a view  to  mili- 
tary operations  in  any  future  wars.  Leaving  this 
question  for  discussion  whenever  the  occasion  may 
call  it  fortii,  your  committee  are  content,  in  this  re- 
port, to  as.sert  the  right  to  exercise  this  “necessa- 
ry” power  with  the  assent  of  the  states. 

Having  taken  this  cursory  view  of  the  principles 
of  tlie  constitution,  in  relation  to  the  construction 
of  roa»is  by  the  United  States,  it  may  not  be  iinim- 
portantto  examine  what  has  been  the  practice  vr.uler 
its  provi«ions.  The  laws  of  the  union  and  the  acts 
of  the  executive  branch  of  the  government,  ihongli 
they  cannot  be  relied  on  to  support  acknowle  iged 
error,  may  safely  be  referred  to  in  ai  I of  our  inqui- 
ries  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  tlie  constliu- 
tion. 

Amongst  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  analogies 
afforded  by  the  acts  of  congress  i.s  the  esiablisli- 
ment  of  the  Cumberland  road  already  mentioned. 
Tills  road  has  been  constructed  under  the  autiiovlty 
of  the  United  States,  with  their  funds,  and  timmg.i 
several  of  the  states,  with  their  assent:  Ii  has  re- 

ceived the  sanetion  of  several  distinct  represent:!, 
live  bodies,  and  of  two  presidents  of  the  United 
States,  la  siiort,  if  precedent  alone  were  wanting, 
this  act  would  furnish  it. 

Passing  over  the  ro.td  from  X.ashville  to  Natchez, 
and  the  road  from  Rovuokl:>btirg  to  a part  of  i!ie 
late  territory  of  Missis  dppi,  directed  by  an  act  of  ilie 
last  session  of  congress,  noth  of  which  atrord  pre- 
cedents no  less  strong,  we  come  to  the  m:lit:;rv 
road  lately  directed  iiy  the  e.xecutive  autiun  ity  t<> 
be  constructed,  from  IMc.Ush-nrgh  or  its  vicir.ity,  to 
Sackett’s  Harbor.  This  road  is  not  to  be  consii met 
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€d  with  any  express  assent  of  the  state,  throujjh 
which  it  passes,  nor  by  the  authoirty  of  congress, 
but  the  president  has  deemed  it  necess  «ry  as  a mi- 
litary road,  and  has  ordered  it  to  be  made  accord- 
ingly; a measure,  the  advantages  of  which  are  un 
derstood  to  be  so  palpable,  as  to  have  given  great 
satisfaction  in  the  country  where  the  road  is  made. 
Hence,  however,  the  question  results,  whether  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  the  president  is  not  an 
express  admission  of  the  right  of  the  general  go- 
vernment to  open  military  roads  even  in  time  of 
profound  pence,  when  they  are  believed  to  be  ne- 
cessary: and,  if  the  power  of  judging  of  this  neces 
city  is  possessed  by  the  executive,  it  cannot,  it  is 
presumed,  be  denied  to  the  yet  more  importanf 
organ  of  the  nation’s  will — the  legislature  of  the 
Tiuion. 

3.  As  to  canals.  Tt  will  not  be  necessary  to  reca 
pitulatethe  arguments  already  used  on  the  subject 
of  roads,  some  of  which  will  be  found  strongly  ap 
plicable  to  canals.  It  may  suffice  to  add,  that  the 
power  to  make  canals  and  roads,  for  the  promotion 
and  safety  of  internal  commerce  between  the  several 
etates,  m.ay  justly  be  considered  as  not  less  inciden- 
tal to  the  regulation  of  internal  commerce,  than 
'•many  of  the  powers  exercised  under  the  authority 
fo  regulate  foreign  comme*ce  are  accessary  to  that 
power.  The  embarrassments  of  the  nation  during 
war,  from  the  want  of  good  ro  ids  and  canals,  botli 
in  relation  to  trade  and  the  transportation  of  cannon 
and  military  stores,  have  been  too  recently  and  sen- 
sibly felt  to  be  forgotten.  Vested  with  the  power 
of  making  war,  the  constitution  could  never  have 
intended  the  general  govern/nent  should  make  it 
under  such  disadvantages.  If  there  be  any  part  of 
that  instrument  which  demands  a liberal  construc- 
tion, it  is  that  which  confers  on  the  federal  govern- 
ment the  power  of  making  war,  and  the  duty  of 
protecting  the  union  from  foreign  hostility.  VVitli 
a navy  yet  insufficient  to  ensure  the  safe  convey 
ance,  coastwise,  of  troops,  of  implements  of  war 
and  military  stores,  and  destined  to  contend  with 
an  enemy  whose  command  of  the  sea  enables  them 
to  assail,  in  rapid  succession,  the  most  distant  po- 
sitions, we  have  been  compelled,  from  the  want  of 
an  internal  water  communication,  to  encounter  the 
most  wasteful  extravagance  in  the  transportation  of 
the  means  of  defence.  From  the  same  cause,  the 
internal  trade  between  the  states  has  been,  d uring 
■war,  trammelled  and  embarrassed,  and  even  cut  oft; 
and  the  productions  of  one  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity have  rotted  on  their  hands,  while  distant  parts 
of  the  United  States  were  suffering  for  the  want  of 
them. 

it  is  true  that  the  wants  of  the  union  cannot  con 
fer  power  under  the  constitution;  but  they  may 
justly  be  touched  upon  as  affording  aid  in  its  con- 
struction. They  must  have  been  clearly  foreseen, 
and  must  have  been  stipposed  to  be  provided  for. 
Jfthe  power  to  carry  on  war  implies  “the  necessa- 
ry and  proper”  means  of  conducting  it  to  a safe  and 
prosperous  issue,  and  if,  without  the  use  of  these 
means,  tlie  burdens,  and  the  privations  and  the  mi- 
series of  war,  are  to  be  indefinitely  increased,  and 
its  issue  (always  doubtful)  rendered  yet  more  pre 
carious  and  unprosperous,  are  we  not  justified  in 
presuming  these  means  to  have  been  contemplated 
as  being  vested  in  the  general  govern m e a >..?  are  w> 
not  justified  in  asserting  this  “necessary”  power- 
the  power  of  constructing  roads  and  canals  at  lea->- 
the  assent  -jf  the  states. 

..  It  your  commi  tee  iiave  not  erred  in  attributing  ’• 
-•ongressa  constiiu  ionil  power  to  make  roads  an 
canals  eitiier  as  an  original  or  accessary  power,  iv 


would  seem  that  no,  doubt  could  remain  of  the 
right  of  applying  our  revenues  to  those  purposes. 
If  indeed  the  power  was  denied  to  the  general  go- 
vernment of  constucting  roads  and  canals  them- 
selves, a qu'^'stion  might  still  arise,  whether  it  had 
not  power  to  appropriate  part  of  the  revenue  “to 
lid  in  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals  by  the 
states  ” 

Ttiere  is  perhaps  no  p.art  of  the  constitution  more 
unlimited  than  that  which  relates  to  the  application 
of  the  revenues  which  are  to  be  raised  under  its 
authority.  The  power  is  give:-  “to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States:” 
and  though  it  be  readily  ad  mitted  that  as  this  clause 
is  only  intended  to  designate  the  objects  for  which 
revenue  is  to  be  raised,  it  cannot  be  construed  to 
e.xtend  th^  specified  powers  of  congress, yet  it  would 
be  difficult  to  reconcile  either  the  generality  of  the 
expression,  or  the  course  of  administration  under 
It,  with  the  idea  that  congress  has  not  a discreliop- 
ary  power  over  its  expenditures,  limited  only  by 
their  application  “to  the  common  defence  and  gene* 
ral  welfare.” 

A few  of  the  very  great  variety  of  instances.  In 
which  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  have  been 
applied  to  the  objects  not  falling  within  the  speci- 
fied powers  of  congress,  or  those  which  may  be  rer 
garded  as  incidental  to  them,  will  best  illustrate 
this  remark. 

T!»us,  it  can  scarcely  be  conceived,  that,  if  con- 
strued with  rigor,  the  constitution  has  conferred 
the  power  to  purchase  a library,  either  specifically, 
eras  a “necessary”  incident  to  legislation.  Still 
less,  perhaps,  can  the  pious  services  of  a chaplain, 
or  the  p irchase  of  expensive  paintings,  for  orna- 
menting the  hall  of  session,  or  various  other  expen- 
ditures of  similar  character,  be  considered  as  “ne- 
cessary” incidents  to  the  power  of  making  laws. — 
Yei,  to  these  and  to  similar  objects  have  the  funds 
of  the  United  Sta'es  been  freely  apolied,  at  every 
successive  session  of  congress,  without  a question 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  application. 

It  would  be  yet  more  difficult  to  reduce  under 
the  specific  or  accessary  powers  of  congress,  the  li- 
beral donation  to  the  wretched  sufferers  of  Vene- 
zuela, or  the  employment  of  our  revenues  in  the 
usef  il  and  interesting  enterprise  to  the  Pacific. 

The  bounties  allowed  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  fisheries  form  anoi  her  expenditure,  that  does 
not  fall  under  any  of  the  powers  granted  by  the 
consti -Ution.  Nor  could  it  fairly  be  considered  as 
inferrable  f o o the  powers  granted  upon  the  strict 
principles  sometimes  con  ended  for.  The  same  ob- 
jections would  apply  to  actual  bounties,  paid  to 
manufacturers  for  their  encouragement  and  to  the 
indirect  encouragement  givrji  to  them,  and  which 
operates  as  a bounty  to  oiie'class  of  the  communi- 
ty, and  as  a tax  upon  the  rest.  These  and  a varie- 
ty  of  other  appropriations  can  only  be  justified  up- 
on tlie  principle,  that  the  general  clause  in  ques- 
tion has-  vested  in  congress  a discretionary  power 
CO  use  for  the  “general  welfare”  the  funds  which 
they  are  authorised  to  raise. 

Nor  is  there  any  danger  that  such  a power  will 
be  abused,  hile  the  vigor  of  representative  respon- 
sibility remains  unimpared.  It  is  on  this  princi- 
ple that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  mainly  re- 
lied for  the  protection  of  the  public  purse.  It  was 
c safe  reliance.  It  was  manifest  that  there  was  no 
)-her  subject  on  which  representative  responsibili- 
y would  be  so  great.  On  the  other  hand,  while 
his  principle  was  calculated  to  prevent  abuses  in 
, ihe  appropriations  ofpqblic  money,  it  was  equally 
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ti^'Cessary  to  give  at  extensive  discretion  to  the  le- 1 the  several  states,  -with  the  assent  of  the  stutes,^n  such 

- A.* 1 1 • 1* ^ ««  ^mr  JTkr*  „ I 1«  m O A • . lo,  A . . AS  t%.W%  ■•*«««#  4 Am  mm§  mmm  a,  a Im  • . ■ ^ • i / 


to  which  the  public  money  might  advantageously 
and  legitimately  be  applied.  The  attempt  would 
h.tve  been  to  legislate,  not  to  frame  a constitution’,  to 
foresee  and  provide  specifically  for  the  wants  of 
future  generations,  not  to  frame  a rule  of  conduct 
for  the  legislative  body.  Hence  proceeds  the  use 
©fthis  general  phrase  in  relation  to  the  purposes  to 
•which  the  revenues  may  be  applied;  wldlst  the  fra- 
mers of  the  instmment,  in  the  clause  w'^  lcli  con 
eludes  the enM7neran‘o7/of/»07aers,  scrupulously  avoid 
the  use  of  so  comprehensive  an  expression,  and 
confine  themselves  to  the  grant  of  such  incidental 
power  as  might  be  both  "necessary  and  proper”  to 
tlie  exercise  of  the  soecified  powers. 

Nor  is  it  conceived,  that  tliis  construction  of  the 
constitution  is  calculated  to  give  that  unlimited 
extent  to  the  powers  of  the  federal  government,  i post  roads,  with  the  assent  of  the  respective  states 


to  be  within  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  gov;-rn- 
men*,  t'.iey  think  it  advisable  that  the  interest  of 
tlie  government  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
should  be  appropriated.  They  forbear  to  give  great- 
er length  to  this  report,  by  enlarging  on  the  im- 
portant advantages  to  be  derived  from  these  na- 
tional improveme.ots.  They  also  forbear  at  this 
time  to  ofi’er  the  details  of  any  plan  upon  the  sub- 
ject, presuming  it  most  proper  to  obtain  the  sense 
of  the  House  of  Representatives, in  tlie  first  instanci’, 
on  the  general  proposition.  For  this  purpose  they 
respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution: 
^^Rrsolved,  That  in  order  to  pronmte  and  give 
security  to  the  internal  commerce  among  tl>e  se- 
veral states;  to  faeilitate  the  safe  and  expeditious 
transportation  of  the  mails,  hy  the  improvement  of 


to  render  more  e<.sy  and  less  expensive,  tlje  means 
and  provisions  necessary,  for  the  common  <lefencc, 
by  the  construction  of  military  roads,  with  the  like 
assent  of  the  respective  states,  and  for  such  other 
internal  improvements  as  may  be  within  the  consti- 
tutional powers  of  the  general  government,  it  is  ex- 
I pedient  that  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  United  Slates, 

te  tlie 
and  the 

dividends  whicli  shall  arise  from  their  sl.ares  in  its 
capital  stock,  be  constituted  as  a fund  for  interuid 
improvement. 


which  by  some  seems  to  have  been  apprehended. 

There  is  a distinction  between  the  power  to  appro 
priate  money  for  a purpose  and  a power  to  do  the 
act  for  which  it  is  appropri  itedt  and  if  so,  tiie  au- 
thority to  aporopriate  money  "for  the  general  wel- 
fare” does  not  by  fiiir  construction  ex'iend  the  spe- 
cified or  incidental  powers  of  government.  Thus,  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  if  the  power  to  make}  by  the  20lh  section  of  the  act  to  mcorpora 
a road  or  dig  a canal  is  not  given,tlie  power  of  appro-'  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ai 
printing  money  cannot  confer  it,liowever  generally 
it  may  be  expressed.  If  there  were  no  other  limi 
tation,  the  rights  of  tlie  respective  states,  over 
their  soil  and  territory,  would  operate  as  a restric- 
tion. 

Whilst  this  appears  to  be  a safe  as  well  as  fair 
construction  of  the  constitution,  it  is  also  that 
^vhich  has  been  practically  given  to  it  since  the 
origin  of  the  government.  Of  this,  the  instances 
already  mentioned  furnisli  some  evidence,  and  it  is 
apprehended  that,  upon  the  rigid  principles  of  con- 
struction, asserted  both  in  regard  to  tlie  enumera- 
tion of  powers  and  the  appropriation  of  revenue, 
the  acts  of  the  federal  government,  including  all 
Sts  branches,  will  exliihit  a continued  series  of  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution,  from  the  first  session 
after  its  adoption,  to  tlie  present  day. 

It  would  behove  us  to  turn  over  the  statute  book 
and  deliberately  examine,  how,  upon  these  prin- 
ciples, the  laws  giving  bounties  to  fisliermen,  en- 
couraging manufactures,  establishing  trading  hous- 
es with  the  Indians,  erecting  and  constructing 
.beacons,  piers,  and  light  houses,  purchasing  libra- 
ries, adorning  with  paintings  the  chamber  of  con- 
gress, giving  charity  to  suffering  foreigners,  con-j 


Galveztoii  and  Amelia. 

OFFICI.VL  P VPERS. 

Selections  from  the  documents  transmitted  to  the  house 
of  representatiX)es  of  the  United  States  by  the  presi- 
dent. 

We  have  been  induced,  in  order  to  present  at 
one  view,  and  in  a more  condensed  shape,  not 
being  able  to  publisli  them  at  large,  the  substaxce 
of  the  information  contained  in  the  presidential 
message,  to  make  a selection  of  the  paper*,  and  pub- 
lish  such  only  as  particularly  cast  new  light  on  . le 
subject.  No  paper  is  believed  to  be  omitted,  how- 
ever,  which  is  material  to  a correct  view  of  the  sub. 
ject. 

We  have  arranged  them,  as  their  contents  natu- 
rally suggest,  into  two  heads:  1st  of  Galvezton;  and 
2d.  of  Amelia  Island:  prefacing  the  whole  with  a 
list  of  all  the  papers,  extracts.  See.  which  accompa- 
nied the  report  of  the  secretary  of  state.  . Lit 


Structing  roads  through  the  different  states,  Papers  communicated  loith  the  report  from  the  depart- 


€stabllsbing  banks,  can  be  reconciled  to  the  pro 
visions  of  the  constitution.  If  as  has  been  remark- 
ed by  liigh  authority,*  the  constitutional  question 


ment  of  state,  of  December  13,  1817,  to  the  presi- 
dent. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Natchitoches,  Louisiana, 


can  be  "precluded  by  repealed  recognitions,  under'  to  a gentleman  in  the  city  of  Wasiiington,  cominu- 
waried  circumstances  of  the  validity”  of  the  exer-!  nicated  to  the  department  of  state,  dated  February 


cise  of  power  by  congress,  "in  acts  of  the  l<*gis 
lative,  executive,  and  judicial  bl  anches  of  the  go- 


4,  1817. 

Extracts  of  two  letters  from  Robert  >j[.  Il.arrlson, 


vernment,  accompanied  by  indications,  in  different  | esq  consul  at  St.  Tiiomas,  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
modes,  of  a concurrence  of  the  general  will  of  the  | dated  April  20th,  and  May  30th,  1817. 


nation,”  the  advocates  for  these  powers  in  the 
general  government  can  find  little  difficulty  in  sup- 
porting the  pretension. 

From  all  these  considerationSjyourcommitteesub- 
mitas  their  opinion,  that  congress  lias  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  construct  roads  and  canals  through 

♦The  message  of  the  president,  in  1814,  return- 
the  l?ank  bill  pf  that  year. 


Tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  secretary  of 
slate,  dated  November  21,  1817,  communicating 

Extracts  of  a letter  to  him  from  Beverly  Chew, 
esq.  collector  of  the  customs,  New-Orleans,  date^’ 
August  r,  1817. 

Letter — same  to  same,  dated  AugnstSQ,  1817. 

Same  to  same,  dated  Octobei*  17,  1817. 

Affidavit  of  Beverly  Chew,  dated  6ih  October, 
i 1817,  in  relation  to  libels,  before  the  district  court 
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the  Uinted  Sfaies,  for  Louisiana,  vs.  cargoes  of  Ju- 
ana, E’i2r*s,  C^rmcliTe,  anJ  Diana. 

Tiie  same  vs.  ninety  bcxes of  sugar. 

The  same  vs.  sundry  goods,  &c.  &c.  part  of  lh« 
schooner  Mount  Veruoids  cargo. 

Petition  of  Beverly  Chew  to  Judge  Hall. 
Additional  testimony,  in  sundry  cases,  pending  In 
the  United  States’ district  court,  Louisiana  vs.  sun- 
drv  vessels  and  cargoes  from  Galvezton. 

Extract  cf  a letter  from  Mr  M’IntoslJto  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  October  30, 
1817. 

Extract  of  a letter  fi’om  Mr.  Clark,  collector  of 
>dhe  C"isloms  at  St  Mary’s,  dated  November  1, 1817. 

Eixtract  of  a letter  froin  lieutenant  commandant 
B.  V.  Hoffinan,  to  captain  Charles  Morris,  dated 
January  18,  1817. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  Morris  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated  frigate  Congress,  oft' the 
Balize,  March  4,  1817. 

Captain  Dnniel  T.  T’atterson  to  the  secretary  of 
the  navy,  dated  New-Orleaos,  August  4,  1817-*  com- 

iTumicaiing 

Mamcri^l  gf  the  merchants  of  New-Orleans,  of 
23th  July,|8l7. 

Prolesj^f  AVilUam  B.  Cox,  late  mate  of  the 
Am^^^ridifn  brig  Charles,  at  New-Orleans,  25th  July, 
I8i7r  1 

Protest  of  captain  Lewis  Dequemeoil  de  Morant, 
at  New-Orleans,  28th  July,  1817, 

Same  of  Je^n  Baptiste  Revarde,  same  place  and 
dale. 

Deposition  of  Lanusse,  owner  of  the  brig  Cltavlea 
of  New-Orleans,  to  Jn.  Ble.  Revarde,  owner  of  the 
brig  Pomona,  and  Lo'uis  Dequemenil  de  Morant, 
owner  of  the  brig  Freelove,  at  N evv -Orleans,  28th 
July,  1317. 

q'ranslaiipn  of  a protest  of  Caslmer  Rieto,  captain 
of  the  Amel*ican  brig  Carlos,  against  the  privateer 
Congresso,  June  30,  1817. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  Charles  Morris, 
United  States’  frigate  Congress,  oft’ the  Balize,  dat- 
ed June  10,  1817,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  lieutenant  commandant 
John  Porter,  dated  United  States*  brig  Boxer,  off 
the  Balize,  June  28,  1817,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
wavy. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  commodore  D.  T.  Patter- 
son to  secretary  of  navy,  dated  New-Orleans,  July 
28,  1817. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  tlie  deputy  collector  of 
the  port  of  N pw  Y ork,  to  captain  Samuel  Evans,  dat- 
ed September  8,  1817. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  John  K.  Elton  to 
secretary  of  navy  dated  September  26,  1817,  on 
board  United  States’  brig  Saranac,  Cumberland 
sound 

Extracts  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  Octo- 
ber 10, 1817. 

Extract,  same  to  same,  dated  October  19,  1817. 
Extract,  san^e  to  same,  Cumberland  Island,  No- 
vember 15,  1817,  communicating 

Copy  of  a letter  from  him  to Aury,  com- 

manding at  pernandina,  dated  United  Slates’  brig 
^'avanac,  Cumberland  Island,  November  3,  1817. 

' Same  to  the  same,  dated  brig  Saranac,  Cumber- 
land sound,  November  9,  1817. 

Four  letters  Irom -Aiiry  to  capt;  .t  Elton, 

dated  at  Fernandina,  November  4th,  9th,  llih,  and 
12th,  1817. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas  AVaine,  esq.  pur- 
ser on  boaVdl'ne  United  States’  brig  Saranac,  dated 
St.  Mary’s  river,  September  27,  1817,  to  Benjamin 
Homans,  esej.  chief  clerk,  navy  department. 


A.  G.  Villeret  to  cuptain  J dm  H,  Elton,  dated 
Fernundhia,  NovemJjer  4,  1817. 

Register  of  the  proceedings  at  Galvezton — trans- 
lation, 15-h  April,  1817. 

OF  GALVEZTON. 

Extracts  of  -i  letter  from  Beve'^Iy  Cheto,  esq.  collector 
at  A'e7o  O)'leaiiSy  to  Air.  Cranford,  secretary  nftitb 
treasury,  dated 

CnLLKCTon’s  orricE, 
Nzw.Orlean.*^,  August  1,  1817, 

“.\s  it  is  your  wish  tJiat  every  attempt  to  evade 
the  provisions  of  the  existing  l.aws  ahnnlcl  he  c(>m- 
municated  to  the  department,  accompanied  by  sug- 
gestions of  the  measures  necessary  to  repress  the 
evil,  I deem  it  ray  duty  to  state,  that  the  most 
shameful  violations  of  the  slave  act,  as  well  as  our 
revenue  laws  continue  to  be  practised,  with  impu- 
nity,  by  a motley  mixture  of  freebooters  and  smug- 
glers, at  Galvezton,  under  the  Mexican  flag;  and 
being,  in  reality,  little  else  than  tlie  re.- establish- 
ment of  the  Btrrataria  band,  removed  some- 
what more  out  of  the  reach  of  justice;  and  unless 
the  ofheers  of  the  customs  are  provided  v.'ilh 
more  efFe&tual  means  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws,  the  treasury  must  sufTer  incalculably.  To 
give  you  a more  correct  idea  of  this  establishment, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  be  a little  prolix,  which  I 
bfg  you  will  excuse.  Galvezton  is  a small  island 
or  s*nd  bar,  situate  in  the  bay  of  St.  Barnard,  on  the 
coast  of  Texas,  about  ninety  miles  west  of  the  Sa- 
bine, within  the  jurisdictional  limits'claimed  by  the 
United  States,  in  virtue  of  tlie  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  them,  by  France,  The  establishment  was  recent, 
ly  made  there  by  a commodore  Aury,  with  a few 
small  schooners  from  Aux  Cayes,  manned  in  a 
great  measure,  with  refugees  from  Barratari",  and 
muUttoes.  This  establishment  was  reinforced  by 
a few  more  men  fvoro  different  points  of  the  coast 
of  Louisiana,  the  most  efficient  part  of  them  being 
principally  mariners,  (Frenclunen  or  Italians,)  who 
have  been  hanging  loose  upon  society  in  and  about 
New-Orleans,  in  greater  or  smaller  numbers  ever 
since  the  breakbg  up  the  establishment  at  Barra- 
taria.  Colonel  Perry  commanded  one  party,  of 
about  eighty  or  ninety  men,  of  this  new  community, 
who  had  been  enlisted  principally  as  soldiers  with- 
in our  jurisdiction;  and  Mr.  Herarra,  coining  with  a 
few  followers  from  New.Orleans,  brought  up  the 
rear,  and  then  announced  the  establishment  to  the 
world,  by  a proclamation,  attested  by  a Frendiraan 
by  the  name  of  Morin,  very  recently  a bankrupt 
auctioneer,  in  New-Olreans,  as  secretary  of  state. 
From  tliis  new  station,  fed  and  drawing  all  its  re- 
sources from  New-Orleans,  and  keeping  up  a regu- 
lar intelligence,  through  a variety  of  channels,  with 
their  friends  here,  an  active  system  of  plunder  was 
commenced  on  the  high  seas,  chiefly  of  Spanish 
properly,  but  often  without  much  concern  as  to 
the  national  character,  particularly  when  money 
was  in  question.  The  captures  made  by  their  nu- 
naei'ous  cruisers,  (many  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  Stales,)  were  condemned  by  a pretended 
court  of  admiralty  there,  as  prises,  and  the  cargoes 
introduced  into  ffiis  state,  principally  in  a clandes- 
tine manner.  The  vessels  thus  condemned  have 
generally  come  here  under  new  names,  and  with 
the  Mexican  flag.  Some  of  them  have  been  detain- 
ed by  the  United  States’  naval  force,  for  hovering 
in  our  waters,  and  others  have  been  libelled  for 
restitution,  by  the  Spanish  consul,  in  behalf  of  the 
original  owners,  and  though  several  tiials  have 
come  on  before  the  honorable  the  United  States* 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Louisiana,  and  the 
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claiaiajits  luive  never  teen  able  to  produce  proofj 
of  the  g’overnment  of  (Jalvezton  linving’  ever  been! 
authorized  by  the  Mexicun  republic;  and  restitution  j 
has  be^*n  decreed  in  several  instances.  There  is  no  I 
evidence  of  the  eatublisbment  havinj^^been  made  or 
sanctioned  !)y.  or  connected  will),  a Mexican  re- 
public, if  one  be  now  existing,  and  the  presumption 
of  sacji  an  actual  establish  men  t,  under  such  autho- 
iily,  is  strongly  repelled  by  the  illegal  andpiratical 
cliaracter  of  die  establishment,  and-  its  ambulatory 
nature.  It  is  not  only  of  very  recent  origin,  b)it  is 
c!‘.)theu  M’ith  no  character  of  pernuncucy;  for  it 
v/as  abAndoneJ  about  the  5di  of  April,  and  Irans-  j 
fcired  to  Matagorda,  leaving  at  Galvezton  only  :ui 
addee  boat,  to  advertise  such  priyaieers  and  pri- 
zes which  j-night  arrive  there,  of  the  spot  on  which 
thei’  luul  fixed  tlieir  new  residence.  Some  daya 
after  the  abandonment  ofGalvezton,  several  priv^i- 
leers  arrived  there,  and  among  the  rest  the  General 
Artigas,  commanded  by  one  G.  Champlin,  of  New 
Yoric,  with  two  schooners,  her  prizes,  the  Patronib, 
witli  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  slaves,  and  the 
r.nrequita,  with  one  hundred  and  thirteen  slaves; 
and  also  a Spanish  and  Portuguese  vessel,  and  the 
American  schooner  Evening  Post,  of  New  York,  | 

Calvin  Williams,  master,  prizes  to  the , captain  i 

M iiurice  Niciiolas  Jolly. 

*Vmong  the  most  conspicuous  characters  who  hap -> 
pened  to  be  llien  at  Galvezton,  were  many  of  thej 
notorious  offenders  against  our  laws,  who  liad  so  j 
lately  been  indulged  witii  a remission  of  the  pu-  j 
nishmeot,  who  .so  f.ir  from  gratefully  availing  them  ] 
selves  of  the  lenity  of  the  government  to  return  to  | 
or  commence  an  orderly  and  honest  life  .seem  toj 
have  regarded  its  indulgence  almost  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  the  renewal  of  their  offences.  You  will 
readily  perceive  that  I allude  to  the  Birratarians, 
among  whom  the  Lifittes  may  be  classed  foremost,  1 
and  most  actively  engaged  in  the  Galvezton  trade, 
and  owners  of  several  cruisers  under  the  Mexican 
flag.  Many  of  our  citizens  are  equally  guilty,  and  are 
universally  known  to  be  owners  of  the  same  kind  of 
of  vessels.  A number  of  tliese  characters  beiog  at 
Galvezton  after  the  abandonment  readily  saw  the  ad- 
vantages Uiat  would  result  in  the  re-establishment  of 
a government  at  that  place,  its  situation  so  immedi- 
ately in  tlie  vicinity  of  our  settlements,  being  much 
preferable  to  Matagorda,  their  views  being  entire- 
ly confined  to  introducing  their  captures  into  this 
state;  accordingly,  a meeting  was  called  on  the 
15th  April,  and  it  was  resolved  to  re-establish  th£ 
government,  and  a true  copy  of  their  deliberations 
you  have  enclosed.  I cau  vouch  for  the  correctness 
of  the  copy,  having  received  it  from  a person  of 
undoubted  veracity;  and  thus  witliout  even  the 
semblance  of  authority  from  the  Mexican  republic, 
they  immediately  proceeded  to  condemo  vessels 
and  cargoes  as  good  prizes,  and  to  introduce  tliem 
into  this  port,  and  among  the  rest  the  cargo  of  tlie 
Evening  Post.  It  was  some  time  before  this  was 
known  here,  great  pains  havjng|been  taken  to  keep  I 
it  secret.  Since  it  h;is  been  known,  I have  felt  it  j 
my  duty  to  report  all  vessels  and  cargoes  which' 
have  arrived  here  from  G.tlvezion,  to  tjie  district  j 
attorney,  who  has  had  them  arrested  under  thej 
Spanish  treaty;  but  owing  to  tlie  unfortunate  ab- 1 
sence  of  tlie  judge,  no  decision  can  be  had  thereon. 
These  steps  of  the  officers  of  the  port  have  irritat- 
ed the  Barratarian  gentlemen  and  their  connexions 
in  a high  degree,  and  representations  filled  wit!) 
falsehoods  will  probably  be  made  against  them,  par- 
ticularly on  the  score  of  enniity  to  the  patriotic 
cause.  As  well  might  a man  be  accused  of  being 
an  enemy  to  personal  ^berty,  who  arrests  and  con- 
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fines  s rofbber,  as  that  the  office  r.s  of  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  shoJild  he  accused  of  being  unfriend- 
ly to  tlie  revolution  in  the  Spanish  pi’ovinces,  be- 
cause they  have  attempted  to  pfevent  a Inwle.ss  es- 
tablishment at  (ialvezton  from  violating  the  lav/s. 
The  prizes  made  by  the  privateers  under  llie  M«  x- 
ic.tn  flag,  ai-e  to  a very  large  amoun'  of  merchan- 
dize, such  as  jewelry,  laces,  sliks,  linen,  britani  is, 
muslins,  seersuckers,  calicoes,  See.  &.C.  all  of  which 
•re  re-packed  in  small  bales,  of  convenient  size  for 
transportation  on  mules,  and  the  greatest  part  in- 
troduced clande.sth  ‘ !y.  Other  articles,  such  as 
Iro»,nails,  tallow, leather,  glzssware,  ciockery,  oonl- 
age,  beef,  &c.  are  brought  here  in  their  prizes  — 
It  is  st.ated,  and  universally  believed,  that  captain 
Champlin  sold  the  slaves  captured  in  the  P-i  ronila 
and  Enrequita,  to  the  Lafittes,  Sauvinet,  and  other 
speculators  hi  this  place,  who  have  or  ivill  resell 
to  the  planters;  and  the  facility  afforded  to  smug- 
glers by  the  innumerable  inlets,  are  too  obvious,  on 
a view  of  the  map,  to  doubt  but  they  either  are  or 
wdllbeall  introduced  into  this  state,  without  ffic 
possibility  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  being  able 
to  prevent  or  punish  them;  more  especially  as  a 
great  portion  of  the  p-ipuiation  are  disposed  to 
countenwice  them  in  violating  our  laws.  A few 
days  ago  information  having  been  given  that  one  of 
our  citizens  had  gone  to  the  W with  a very  consi- 
derable sum  of  specie,  to  ptirchase  sl.aves  for  him- 
self and  two  other  planters,  1 determined  to  make 
an  eflbrt  to  arrest  him  on  his  return,  and  immedi- 
ately  purchased  a fiee  boat  on  account  of  the  go- 
vernmert, (which  liad  been  lately  c.aptured  by  a par- 
ty I bad  sent  on  lake  Ponchartrain.  and  condemn- 
exl  for  a violation  of  the  slave  act)  which  I have 
sent  under  the  command  of  an  acli  /e,  enterprising 
inspector,  wltli  amilitary  guard,  of  twelve  men,  and 
am  in  great  Iiopes  of  his  falling  in  with  and  cap- 
turing the  party.  1 am  pea’suaded  you.  will  approve 
of  my  not  waiting  for  instructions,  at  the  risk  of 
seeing  the  laws  violated  witli  impunity,  and  I cannot 
but  hope  that  the  government  will  see  the  necessity 
of  giving  instructions  to  the  naval  force  on  this  sta- 
tion  to  prevent  the  re-establislmient  of  Galvezton, 
otherwise  the  bay  will  no  longer  be  safe  for  any 
fl»g.  Since  they  Iiave  been  denied  shelter  in  Port 
au  Prince,  they  have  no  other  asylum  than  Galvez- 
ton. On  the  part  of  these  pirates  we  have  to  con- 
tend witli,  w'e  behold  an  extended  and  organized 
system  of  enterprize,  of  ingenuity,  of  indefatigabili- 
ty, and  of  audacity,  favored  by  a variety  of  local 
advantages,  and  supported  alsvays  by  force  of  arms; 
and  unless  they  be  met  by  corresponding  species  of 
resistance,  the  results  of  the  contest  are  of  very 
simple  calculation. 

“You  will,  1 trust,  see  the  necessity  of  eilliei* 
granting  a certain  number  of  revenue  cutters,  of  the 
description  I have  mentioned,  or  that  the  naval 
force  on  this  station  may  be  enjoined  strictly  to 
prevent  these  privateers  from  liovering  in  our  wa- 
ters, and  violating  our  laws.  It  is  a fact  you  may 
rely  on,  all  the  cruises  of  tliese  privateers  comraenjfe 
and  end  at  this  port;  they  enter  in  distress,  comply 
with  tlie  formalities  of  the  law',  and  if  they  do  not 
augment  their  force  and  renev/ their  crews  in  })ort, 
they  do  it  in  our  waters,  and  it  is  not  in  my  pow  er 
to  prevent  it. 

J\fr.  Clieiv^  Collector  at  Oi  l -a7is,  to  Cranv/ord. 

Collector’s  office,  New’-Urlc-uus,  0 
August  3bvh,  1317.  > 

Siu — In  the  communication  which  I ija>l  tlie  ho- 
nor to  make  to  you,  under  date  first  instant,  I gave 
such  iuformatiou  respecting  the  establishment  at 
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Galvezton  as  1 had  recnllecled;  since  then  the  de- 
positions of  Messrs.  J.  Ducoin'gand  V^.  Garros  (ex‘ 
-vd^es  of  ad  niralty  at  that  place,  and  now  here) 
_ave  been  taken  and  I herewith  transmit  you  copies, 
which  go  to  substantiate  the  material  fact  stated 
by  me,  and  I make  no  doubt  that  you  will  be  sa- 
tisfied of  the  correctness  of  the  assertion,  that  the 
establishment  ofGalveztou  is  nothing  more  or  less 
than  one  of  privateersmen,  without  even  the  shadow 
«fa  connexion  witli  a Mexican  republic,  if  such  a 
republic  exists,  and  as  such  will  not,  I presume,  be 
countenanced  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  reported  to  me,  and  from  a 
aiource  deserving  credit,  that  the  principal  part  of 
the  force  from  Matagorda  and  Soto  de  ia  Marina, 
bad  returned  to  Galvezton,  and  that  two  prizes  with 
slaves  have  recently  arrived,  one  a schooner  with  a 
full  cargo,  said  to  be  300,  (probably  exaggerated,) 
that  a contagious  fever  having  made  its  appearance 
among  the  slaves,  the  privateersmen,  apprehensive 
of  its  communicating  to  the  other  prize,  cut  the 
cables,  and  sent  the  schooner  adrift  with  the  unfor- 
tunate beings  on  board!  The  other  sliip,  with  400 
slaves,  was  lying  there,  and  tliey  have  altogether 
about  six  hundred  and  fifty  slaves  on  hand,  all  of 
whom  are  intended  to  be  introduced  in  tliis  state. 

The  United  States  brig  Boxer  has  sent  in  two 
small  schoooers  with  30  slaves  on  board,  captured 
in  our  waters,  and  the  deputy  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche  writes  me  he  has  seized  15,  and  was 
In  pursuit  of  a larger  number.  At  this  moment 
1 have  sent  two  confidential  inspectors  to  examine 
three  plantations  on  this  river  near  Baton  Rouge, 
information  having  been  given  me,  that  100  had 
been  purchased  for  the  three  at  Galvezton.  This 
activity  has  occasioned  some  alarm,  and  1 am  in- 
formed (and  place  complete  confidence  in  it)  that 
tl»e  privateersmen  and  others  interested  have  re- 
solved to  remove  the  slaves  to  the  neighboriiood  of 
Sabine,  build  barracks,  and  keep  them  there  during 
the  winter,  or  till  the  purchasers  appear,  and  leave 
the  risk  of  introducing  the  slaves  to  the  planters, 
whose  eagerness  to  procure  them  will  induce  them 
to  run  every  hazard.  They  imagine,  that  fixing 
themselves  to  the  west  of  the  Sabine,  they  will  be 
without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  but 
1 trust  they  will  find  their  mistake  only  when  the 
whole  party  will  be  seized. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  T beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  documents  lately  forwarded  by  com- 
modore Patterson,  to  the  honorable  secretary  of  the 
navy,  with  the  memorial  of  some  of  the  most  re- 
spectable merchants  of  this  place,  praying  him  to 
furnish  convoy  to  protect  their  vesaels  trading  with 
the  Spanish  ports,  from  the  piratical  cruisers  who 
Respect  no  flag  when  specie  is  in  question. 

1 have  lately  sent  an  inspector  of  confidence,  to 
cxaqaine  La  Fourche  from  the  Mississippi  to  tlie 
sea,  and  he  reports  it  as  thickly  settledfor  80  miles 
from  the  river;  has  8 or  10  feet  water,  and  6 feet 
on  the  bar,  at  tlie  mouth  or  entrance  in  the  seaf 
there  is  no  obstacle  whatever  to  craft  entering  it 
from  the  sea,  and  ascending  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
trading  freely  as  high  up  as  they  please.  I men- 
tioned in  my  last  the  necessity  of  appointing  an 
inspector  for  that  place,  if  you  decide  not  to  havC 
revenue  cutters  on  this  station.  I cannot  but  re 
peat  that  I am  firmly  persuaded  the  measure  is 
more  necessary  for  this,  than'  any  other  district  in 
the  United  States.  Bartholomew  Lafon  of  this  place 
(who  acted  as  secretary  to  the  meeting  of  15ih 
April,  copy  of  deliberation  forwarded  in  my  last) 
is  meittioned  as  the  governor  of  the  new  estabiish- 
|aent  near  the  Sabine.  Lafitte  is  now  purchasing  a 


large  quantity  of^  provisions,  and  the  first  cargo  will 
soon  sail,  a copy  of  the  manifest  will  acc^Mnpany 
this  or  soon  follow.  These  persons  and  a long  list 
of  others  I could  add,  if  necessary,  have  no  other 
profession,  occupation  or  mode  of  livelihood,  than 
privateering  and  violating  our  laws,  and  openly 
threaten  revenge  against  any  officer  of  the  revenue 
that  may  molest  or  impede  their  pursuits.  They 
are  now  preparing  a memorial  to  the  department, 
with  the  double  view  to  misrepresent  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  of  the  port,  and  to  obtain  permission 
to  introduce  their  illegally  captured  property,  iir- 
der  the  false  pretext  that  they  (the  memorialistf) 
have  made  heavy  advances;  the  truth  is,  the  only 
advances  they  allude  to,  is  the  equipment  aid 
fitting  out  privateers  contrary  to  our  laws.  The  exr 
ports  from  this  place  to  Galvezton  and  Matagorda 
have  consisted  principally  of  provishius;  a cargo 
of  arms  was  sent  some  time  in  the  fall  of  the  last 
year,  which  have  long  since  given  up  as  lost,  and 
no  return  wliatever  can  ever  be  expected  from  the 
Mexican  government,  from  all  present  appearances. 
The  imports  (without  taking  into  consideration  the 
large  amount  of  goods  introduced  clandestinely) 
have  been  very  large,  as  you  Will  observe  by  the 
enclosed  abstract  of  duties  secured  at  this' office  on 
these  importations. 

I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  you  this  informa- 
tion for  your  correct  understanding  the  nature  of 
the  establishment  at  Galvezton,  and  cannot  but 
hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  me  explicitly 
bow  to  act.  My  conduct  has  been  governed  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  from  a conviction  of  its  propriety; 
if  I have  erred,  I hope  it  will  be  ascribed  to  an 
honest  zeal.  I am,  8tc.  &c. 

BEV.  CHEW. 

P,  S.  The  brig,  with  provisions  and  lumber  fof 
the  winter  quarters  of  the  slaves,  attempted  to 
clear  to  day;  but,  owing  to  the  informality  of  her 
papers,  it  is  postponed  till  Monday.  I enclose  a 
list  of  private  armed  Mexican  and  Venezuelian  ves- 
sels now  in  port. 

[Here  follows  a list  of  six  vessels  commissioned 
by  Jiury^  carrying  us  foUows-^d  guns,  GO  men;  G 
guns,  55  men;  6 guns,  40  men,  2 guns,  18  men;  1 
gun,  30  men,  and  a boat  of  7 tons  with  17  muskets. 

Then  a list  of  five  vessels,  commissioned  by  Boli‘ 
vavf  as  follows— 5 guns  and  114  men;  1 gun  and  50 
men;  one  of  3 and  1 of  1 gun,  men  not  mentioned; 
and  one  of  3 guns  and  60  men,  just  sailed  on  a 
cruise.] 


Jl/r.  Chew  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

Collector’s  office.  New  Orleans, 
October  17,  1817 

Sill— My  communications  of  the  first  and  thirlleth 
of  August  last,  relative  to  the  establishment  at 
Galvezton,  and  the  numerous  cruisers  Under  the 
Mexican  flag,  that  infest  our  waters,  will,  I trust, 
have  reached  your  hands.  I deem  it  my  duty  to 
trouble  you  onde  more  upon  the  same  subject,  and 
to  enclose  copies  of  additional  testimony  of  Mr. 
John  Ducoing,  late  judge  of  admiralty,  and  of  Mr. 
Raymond  Espagnol,  late  secretary  of  stale,  which 
will,  I tr  ist,  satisfactorily  prove  my  assurances  of 
the  piratical  natureof  the  establishment,  and  justify, 
in  your  opinion,  the  officers  of  this  port,  in  the  steps 
taken  by  tliem  to  put  an  end  to  it;  for  such,  it  ap- 
pears, has  been  the  effect  of  tlie  measures  adopted 
iiere.  Late  advices  from  that  place  state,  that 
Aury  and  Champlin,  with  their  privateers  and  prizes, 
said  to  be  thirteen  sail,  evacuated  the  place,  and 
it  is  believed  they  have  steered  their  course  for 
Amelia  Inland.  Before  their  departure,  they  dii^ 
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posed  of  about  three  hundred  Africans  to^  the 
agents  of  some  planters  on  this  river;  the  remainder 
they  have  taken  'vith  them.  The  deputy  collector 
of  the  district  of  T-  che  writes  me,  a large  gang  of 
Africans  passed  near  the  church  of  Attacapas  on, 
the  night  of  the  14th  ultimo,  bound  for  the  Missis- 
sippi.  Heheardof  it  too  late  to  seize  them.  1 have 
«ent  a confidential  agent  to  watch  the  plantations  of 
Joseph  Erwin,  James  Still,  and  Christopher  Adams, 
it  being  reported  that  the  latter  had  been  to  Gal- 
vezton,  to  purchase  slaves  for  himself  and  others,^ 
I received,  a few  days  ago,  a letter  from  the  per-’ 
son  called  commodore  Aury,  dated  at  sea,  31st 
July  last,  on  board  the  privateer  Mexican  Congress, 
(late  Calypso,  of  Baltimore)  enclosing  a duplicate 
of  a letter,  which  it  appears  he  had  thought  pro- 
per to  write  to  me  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
(the  original  of  which  has  never  come  to  hand.) — 
In  this  letter  he  gives  me  a kind  of  official  infor- 
mation, that  it  has  been  determined  to  abandon 
Galvczton,  and  that  he  had  taken  with  him  the 
judge  of  the  admiralty,  the  collector,  and  all  his 
other  constituted  authorities,  and  that,  whatever 
may  be  done  at  the  place,  after  that  date,  will  be 
without  his  approbation  or  consent,  and  any  clear- 
ances, or  other  official  acts,  at  that  place,  illeg.d 
I have  no  doubt,  however,  but  that  a new  establish- 
ment will  be  soon  made  there.  The  advantages 
are  too  great  to  be  voluntarily  abandoned  by  per- 
sons who  have  so  long  enjoyed  the  profits.  Early 
in  September  two  vessels,  the  Carmelite,  belong, 
ing  to  B.  Lafon,  and  the  Franklin,  belonging  to  J. 
B,  Laforte,  (both  unregistered  vessels,  formerly 
prizes)  cleared  at  this  office  for  Laguna,  but  really 
bound  to  Galvezton,  with  provisions,  and  materials 
for  erecting  buildings.  On  their  arrival  they  found 
the  place  deserted,  and  the  Franklin  has  returned 
to  this,  port  with  her  outward  cargo.  By  lier,  ac- 
count-;  have  been  received  that  the  Carmelite  was 
lying  there,  and  that  Lf>fitle  (who  had  been  par- 
doned for  the  crimes  committed  at  Barrataria)  and 
L fon  had  arrived  there,  with  aliout  forty  other  per- 
sons, and  it  is  believed  intended  to  form  an  es- 
tablishment, a-i  1 will,  no  doubt,  soon  replace  the 
judge,  and  other  autnorities,  carried  oft' by  Aury. 
Private  armed  vessels,  under  the  Mexican  flag,  and 
one  or  two  under  that  of  Venezuela,  continue  to 
frequ’>nt  this  post;  and  uniformly  report  in  distress, 
(one  case  only  excepted)  make  protest,  and  obtain 
a certificate  from  the  wardens  of  the  post,  that 
there  is  necessity  to  unlade  their  armament  and 
heave  down.  They  have  thus  been  admitted  to  an 
entry,  free  of  any  charge,  other  llian  the  fees  to  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  under  the  sixtieth  section 
of  the  collection  law.  This  course  seems  to  have 
been  adopted  by  my  predecessor,  and  lias  been 
followed  by  me,  in  compliance  with  the  instruc- 
tions from  l!ie  department  of  third  July,  1815. 
These  armed  vessels  being  admitted,  great  care 
has  been  taken  not  to  permit  my  violation  of  the 
acts  of  5th  June,  1794,  and  3d  March  last,  by 
augmenting  their  force,  or  enlisting  American  citi- 
zens; but,  in  defiance  of  every  vigilance,  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  they  violate  the 
law,  not  whilst  they  remain  in  port,  but  before  they 
leave  our  waters.  Nothing  is  easier,  when  the 
privateer  is  completely  repaired  and  ready  for  sea, 
than  to  send  both  men  and  guns,  if  they  need  tJiem, 
to  Barrataria,  or  any  other  convenient  place  where 
the  privateer  repairs  to,  and  takes  them  on  board 
and  sails  on  a cruize,  with  an  augmented  force,  to 
commit  hostilities  against  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  a nation  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
^t  peace. 


It  is  univers  ally  reported  and  believed  many  of 
the^e  vessels  (under  the  Mexican  flag,  and  com- 
missioned by  Aury)  are  owned  by  persons  resident 
here,  and  enjoying  the  privileges  of  American  citi- 
zens. At  the  end  of  the  cruise  the  same  farce  is 
played  over  again;  and  it  may  with  truth  be  said^ 
that  each  cruise  commences  and  ends  at  this  port. 
Vttempis  have  been  made  to  convict  them,  but  as 
yet  without  success.  They  easily  exculpate  them- 
selves. Witnesses,  on  their  part,  are  never  dif- 
ficult to  procure,  in  a place  where  there  are  a vast 
number  of  people  with  whom  the  solemnity  of  an 
oatli  has  little  weight.  This  you  will  believe,  wlien 
I add,  that  two  witnesses  were  produced  in  the 
United  States  district  court,  in  the  month  of  May 
last,  who  swore  that  Galvezton  was  a considerable 
and  well  built  town,  witli  coffee  houses,  shops,  &ci 
and  that  the  then  constituted  authorities,  (Durier, 
Ducoing,  E.spaaol,  &.c.)  had  been  appointed  and 
commissioned  by  Aury.  I’he  testimony  of  the  two 
latter,  as  well  as  many  other  persons  now  here,  will 
fully  refute  that  falsehood. 

I hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  some  in- 
structions relative  to  the  cruizers,  that  I may  act  ia 
a w.iy  io  meet  the  views  of  the  executive. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

(S(gned)  BEV.  CHEW. 

To  the  hon.  William  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  treasui'y, 

Additional  testimony  taken  in  sundry  causes  depending 
in  the  United  States  district  court,  for  the  Louisiana 
district,  on  behalf  the  United  Slates,  against  sundry 
-i>essels  and  cargoes  from  Galvezton. 

John  Ducoing  being  duly  sworn,  the  deponent 
further  sayn,  that  the  establish.ment  at  Galvezton 
was  composed,  as  before  stated,  by  persons  of' 
various  nations,  and  that  the  sole  view  and  object 
of  the  persons  comprising  the  .^Jaid  establishment 
was  to  capture  Spanish  vessels  and  property,  with- 
out any  idea  of  aiding  tlie  revolution  in  Mexico, 
or  that  of  any  oiher  of  tlie  Spanish  revolted  colonies, 
as  far  as  this  deponent  knows  and  believes.  And 
the  deponent  s.ays  that  during  the  time  he  exercised 
the  functions  of  judge  at  Galvezton,  he  had  no 
knowledge  or  belief  in  the  existence  of  a Mexican 
republic  or  other  government,  independent  of  the 
Spanish  government. 

The  deponent  furtlier  says,  tliat  the  government 
established  on  the  15th  day  of  April  had  no  con- 
nexion  whatever  with  any  other  government,  stato . 
or  people.  That  Galvezton  stands  on  a small 
island,  or  rather  a small  sand  bar,  a few  miles  long 
and  broad,  and  was  a desert  when  taken  possession 
of  by  Aury,  known  by  the  name  of  Snake  Island, 
witliout  a port  or  harbor,  and  no  buildings  except 
a few  huts  or  cabbins,  probably  three  or  four,  made 
of  boards  and  sails  of  vessels. 

And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  DUCOIXG. 

Sworn  and  .subscribed  before  me,  this  7th  day  of 
October,  1817. 

(Signed)  R.  CLAIBORNE,  clerk. 

Mr.  Raymond  Espanol  being  duly  sworn,  says, 
that  on  the  16th  day  of  Marcii  last,  this  deponent 
went  from  this  place  to  Galvezton,  in  the  province 
of  Texas,  in  the  brig  Devorado,’,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
diiposing  of  merchandise.  Aury  was  acting  as 
governor.  This  deponent  accepied  of  no  ofiice  (oj- 
emyloyment)  under  Aury,  nor  had  he  any  acquaint- 
ance with  him;  he  never  took  any  oath  of  allegiance 
to  Aury;  that  on  the  15th  of  April  last,  Aury  and  gen. 
Mina  abandoned  Galvezton,  burned  the  huts  and 
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(yablns  there  were  standing-,  and  lef^  no  person  au- 
thorised by  them  or  otherwise,  to  form  a govern- 
ment. Af:er  their  departure,  to  wit,  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1817,  the  persons  then  at  Galvezton  consisted 
of-iboui  thirtv  or  forty  in  number,  including  sailors, 
,&c.  six  of  whom  assembled  on  board  of  the  schooner 
Cai-meliU  (belonging  to  Mr.  Bartliolomew  Lafon, 
late  of  N.Orleans,  and  engineer  in  the  service  of  the 
U.  States)  to  wit:  Durier,  John  Ducoing,  Pereneau, 
said  B.  Lafon,  Rousselin,  and  this  deponent,  who 
formed  the  new  government.  The  proceedings 
were  drawn  rip  and  signed  by  those  present,  by 
which  certain  persons  aforesaid  took  upon  them- 
selves offices,  namely 
Durier  Governor. 

John  Ducoing,  Ju'l^s  of  Jdmiralty.  ^ 

This  deponent,  JVotarj/  Public  and  Secrslaryi 
Pereneau,  Major  de  Place. 

Rounselin,  Collector. 

At  the  meeting  on  the  15th  April,  there  was  no 
paper  or  document  produced',  authorising  the  same, 
or  giving  them  power  to  form  a government. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that  the  sole  object 
SELnd  vievv  of  the  persons  comprising  the  establish- 
inent  at  Gtelvezton  was,  as  far  as  he  knows  ^incl  be- 
lieves, to  capture  Spanish  property  under  what 
ihey  called  the  Mexican  flag,  but  witliout  an  idea 
of  aiding  the  revolution  in  Mexico,  or  that  of  any 
of  the  Spanish  revolted  colonies;  and  further,  that 
during  the  time  that  this  deponent  acted  as  notary 
public  and  secretary  to  the  new  government  at  Gal- 
vezton, he  had  no  knowledge  or  belief  in  the  ex- 
istence  of  a Mexican  republic,  or  any  government 
in  Mexico,  independent  of  the  Spani.sh  authorities; 
further,  the  deponent  says,  that  the  new  govern- 
ment established  at  Galvezton  on  the  15tb|of  April 
1817,  had  no  connexion  whatever  with  any  other 
nation,  state  or  people. 

That  Galvezton  stands  on  a small  sandbar,  a few 
miles  long  and  broad,  and  was  a desert  when  taken 
possession  of  by  Aury— known  by  the  name  of 
Snake  Island;  without  a port  or  harbor,  and  no 
buildings  except  three  or  four  cabins  built  of  boards 
and  sails  of  vessels. 

Further,  this  deponent  says,  that  some  time  m 
the  month  of  May  last,  when  some  of  the  merchan- 
dise and  vessels  from  Galveztonsiwere  libelled  by 
the  Spanish  consul  in  behalf  of  the  Spanish  owners, 
application  was  made  to  this  deponent  to  appear 
before  the  honorable  judge  Hall,  and  to  prove  that 
the  authorities  appointed  by  the  meeting  at  Gal- 
vezton, on  the  15th  of  April  last,  were  appointed 
and  commissioned  by  Aury.  This  application  was 
explicitly  stated  to  be  on  behalf  of  those  interested 
in  the  Galvezton  establishment,  particularly  of  Mr. 
Bartholomew  Ltfon  and  J.  Bte.  Laporte,  the  for- 
mer of  whom,  it  was  known,  was  indebted  to  this 
deponent  in  the  sum  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars;  this  deponent  refused  informing  the  person 
by  whom  the  application  had  been  made;  that  if  the 
deponent  appeared  he  would  tell  the  truth,  and 
should  prove  that  the  persons  formin'?^  the  govern- 
ment at  Galvezton  (after  15th  April)  were  not 
named  by  Aury.  This  deponent  was  not  summon- 
ed as  a witness  though  it  was  known  he  was  in  the 
city,  and  has  continued  since  to  reside  here.  This 
deponent  says  that  this  is  the  true  reason  why  he 
was  not  summoned  to  appear  before  the  judge  at 
the  time  when  Messrs.  Rieux  and  Pereneau  appear- 

RICHARD  ESPAXOL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  7th  day  of 
October,  1817.  R-  CLAIBORNE,  Clerk. 


Memorial  of  merchants  of  Mew  Orleans,  to  Com, 
Patterson,  of  the  2Sthof  July,  1817. 

The  memorial  of  the  subsoribers,  mevchants  of  the 

city  of  Nev/  Orleans,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 

respectfully  sets  fo’*th: 

That  your  memorialists  have  extensive  dealings 
with  the  merchants  of  La  Vera  Cruz,  Campeacby, 
and  other  places  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and  usual- 
ly receive  from  thence  gold  and  silver,  as  returns 
for  their  adventimes,  and  remittances  from  their 
correspondents  and  debtors  there. 

That  since  some  part  of  the  Spanish  colonies 
have  risen  in  arras  against  the  royal  autliorities, 
vessels  cai-rjongthe  flags  of  the  several  new  repub- 
lics of  Buenos  xiyres,  Venezuela  and  Mexico,  pre- 
tending to  have  commissions  from  the  constituted 
authorities  there,  to  cruise  against  their  enemie.s, 
but  manned  with  renegado  crews  of  all  nations, 
h-ive  lately  commenced  the  plundering  of  the  vesr 
sels  of  your  memorialists,  sailing  under  the  fl*g  of 
llie  United  States,  on  lawful  voyages,  and  rob  them 
of  whatever  specie  they  find  on  board.  The  brigs 
Pomona  and  Freelove,  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  resident  in  tliis  city,  have  been  rob- 
bed in  this  manner;  and  the  brig  Charles,  also  of, 
and  owned  in  this  city,  by  an  American  citizen,  has 
been  deprived  of  her  papers  on  the  high  seas,  and 
tliereby  exposed  to  be  made  lawful  prize  of  by  any 
criiizer,  when  she  was  fortunately  boarded  by  the 
U.  S.  sch.  Firebrand,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Cun- 
ningham, who  convoyed  her  to  Vera  Cruz,  her  des- 
tined port.  Proofs  of  all  these  nefarious  acts  are 
hereunto  annexed. 

That  your  meraoriaUsts,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, impeded  in  their  lav/ful  commerce  by  marau- 
ders and  pirates,  are  prevented  from  sending  their 
vessels  to  sea,  as  they  cannot  insure  them  but  under 
premiums  which  would  be  ruinous,  and  labor  under 
the  intolerable  disappointment  of  not  receiving  tlie 
expected  returns  for  their  property,  now  in  the 
Spanish  dominions,  and  ready  to  be  stiipped  to 
them  if  it  could  be  done  with  safety. 

That  the  coraraerce  carried  on  by  your  memo- 
rialists with  the  Spanish  colonies  is  extremely  ad- 
vantageous to  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  it 
exchanges  the  productions  of  this  country;  and 
other  merchandize,  for  the  precious  metals;  but 
their  value  has  now  so  excited  the  cupidity  of  the 
freebooters  of  the  Gulph,  secui’e,  as  they  believe, 
from  resistance  and  from  punishment,  that  all  this 
valuable  commerce  will  cease,  unless  the  merchant 
vessels  be  protected;  and  that  protection  is  now 
solicited  from  you. 

Your  memorialists  therefore,  respectfully  intreat 
that  you  will  give  orders  to  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  under  your  command,  to  give 
convoy  to  the  vessels  of  your  memorialists,  to  and 
from  die  Spanish  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on 
such  conditions  and  under  such  regulations  as  you 
may  think  fit,  and  the  least  inconvenient  to  yourself 
and  the  public  service. 


(Signed) 

T.  & J).  Urquhart 
Richard  Relf 
Benjamin  Story 
J.  Longpre 

Amory,  Callender  cj  Co. 
L.  D.  de  Morant 
Tallcot  & Bowers 
S.jy.  Stackhouse 
R.  L.  Rochelle  & Shif 
David  Oliver 
Isaac  1>.  McCoy 


Pedro  Dalhoste  y Claveria 
Vincente  Molte  U Co. 
Dutillet  & Sagory 
Jno.  Bte.  Labattut 
Simon  CrecuUy 
L.  Millaudon 
G.  Dusser 
}Vm.  Kenner  id  Co, 
DebiLhs  & Longer 
J.  Bmndeger 
Harrod  id  Ogden 
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Wm.  Wyer 
JM.  Foi'iier  & Fils 
Cavalier  cif  Fils 
Fnnl  Lannsse 


James  Johnson 
J.  Tricon  & Fils 
JJge.  Roipiette 
John  Gamier 


New  Orleans,  28th  July,  1817. 


1 the  documents  respectinjr  Jl.neiia  island  bein^ 
i nerally  known,  are  posponed  until  our  next  paner 
jThey  have  the  same  character  a.s  those  of  Gulvc'z- 
ton,  thougli  not  quite  so  objectionable.] 


ap- 


Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  Charles  Jiforris,  to  \ 
the  hoH:  li.  IV.  Cro-.vninshiehl,  secretary  of  the  navy, 
dated 

U.  S.  frigate  Congress 
off  Balize,  10  Jime,13ir. 

*‘As  it  respects  marine  operations,  when  Aury 
left  Grdvezton  with  Mina,  it  was  understood  to  bejto. 
his  intention  not  to  return  there  but  to  cstablisJi  December  t2.-— 

lilmself  at  the  Sautando,  and  all  the  public  stores  Itions  were  given — among  them  one  by  Mr.  Dicker- 
and  other  buildings  were  destroyed.  The  Santau-lson  to  mend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
do  having  been  found  altogether  unfit  for  this  pur-  as  it  respects  the  election  of  representatives  in  con- 


CONGRESS. 

SEXATH. 

December  19.— Mr.  Vandyke,  from  Delawar 
peared  and  took  his  seat. 

Several  motions  submitted  yesterday  were  agreed 


-Notice  of  several  intended 


mo- 


pose,  he  is  returning  to  Galvezton  again. 

‘A  temporary  government,  with  the  admiralty 


gress  and  electors  of  president  and  vice  president., 
The  senate  has  been  considerably  occupied  wiik 


judge,  &.C.  were  left  during  his  absence,  to  con-  j executive  business, 
demn  prizes  sent  in  by  the  privateers.  It  is  stated  December  23. — Mr.  Smith  submitted  a resolution 

that  the  decisions  of  the  judge  are  dictated  by  the  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  du- 
captors,  who  will  not  unless  it  appears  to  suit  their  ties  on  imported  salt  in  the  years  1815,  1816  and 
convenience,  eve!»  furnish  him  any  papers  on  which  1817,  and  also  the  amount  of  allowances  and  draw- 
to  form  an  opinion,  or  ground  his  sentence.  This  is  backs  paid  to  fishing  vessels  and  on  fish  exported., 
said  to  have  occurred  during  the  late  absence  ofAury;  I December  24.— The  resolution  submitted  on  the 
his  return  may  have  some  good  efiect  upon  the  j 22nd  by  Mr.  Dickerson  was  read  a second  time  and 


proceedings  there,  but  tlie  general  character  of 
the  population  of  llie  place  is  such,  that  I am  told 
that  even  those  persons  concerned  in  the  privateers, 
when  they  dispose  of  tJieir  goods  there,  are  unwil- 
ling to  take  specie  in  payment  fearful  of  being 
plundered,  but  prefer  bills,  which  can  be  more  ea- 
sily secured.  Most  of  the  goods  carried  there  are 
introduced  into  the  United  States,  tliemore  bulky 
and  least  valuable  regularly  tlirough  tlie  custom 
house;  the  more  valuable  and  the  slaves  are  smug- 
gled in  through  the  numerous  inlets  to  the  west- 
ward where  the  people  are  but  too  much  disposed 
«»  reniier  them  every  possible  assisUtnee. 


committed  to  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Kin?,  Dae-irett 
Mason  and  Stokes,  * 

The  house  adjourned  to  .Monday. 

BOUSE  OF  Kj;rBESEXTATlVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  19.— On  motion  of  Mb.  Harrison,  oi' 
Ohio,  the  followmg  rule  was  adopted: 

The  Speaker  shall  liave  power  to  admit  persons" 
to  seats  ill  the  haU,  during  the  siui„^  of  the  house.v 
who  belong  to  such  legislatures  of  foreign  govern*' 
ments  as  are  in  amity  with  the  United  States.^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Merrill,  of  \ t.  it  was 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  secretary  of  war  be  instructV 
ed  to  I urmsh  a statement  shewing  the  names  of  the 


“Several  hundred  slaves  are  now  ut  Galvezton,  [several  persons  to  whom  land  warrants  have  issued 
and  persons  have  gone  from  New-Orleans  to  pur- (and  extra  pay  been  allowed,  subsequent  to  the  3d 
eh'ise  them;  every  exei-tion  will  be  made  to  inter- 1 March,  1817,  under  the  act  ‘^granting  bounty  iF 
cept  them,  but  I have  little  hopes  of  success.”  [lands  and  extra  pay,  to  certain  Canadian  volurt- 
jteers,”  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto;  toge- 

Extvact  of  a letter  Jrom  lieutenant  commandant  John  i whom  or  attornies  t© 

C. said  land  warrants  were  delivered,  and  the 
money  paid,  pai’tioularly  noting  such,  if  any,  as  were 
or  are  annexed  with  tiie  public  ofiices— and  also  to 
state  whether  any,  and  if  any  what  information  be 
may  have  received,  relative  to  impositions  practis- 
ed on  claimants,  by  persons  pretending  to  be  agents' 
authorized  by  tlie  government. 

After  other  business,  of  no  present  or  lance-*. 

The  house  having,  according  to  the  order  of  the 


Porter  to  the  hon.  B.  J'F.  Cro-wninshield,  secretary  of. 
the  navy,  dated 

U,  S.  brig  Boxer, 
off  tlie  Balize,  June  28tli,  1817. 
“From  cape  Catouche  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  the  pi- 
ratical boats  are  very  numerous,  and  commit  their 
depredations  without  respect  to  fing  or  nation, — 
Should  it  meet  your  approbation,  sir,  it  would  afford 
me  infinite  pleasurjs  to  protect  our  commerce  on 
that  coast.” 


JBxtrachof  a letter  from  John  Kemey,  Esq.  deputy 
collector  of  the  port  of  J\e-iv-Yorh,  to  captam  Sa- 
muel  Evans,  commandant  navy  yard,  jVe~^o  York, 
dated 

September  8th,  1817. 

"A  brig,  said  to  be  a Venezuelan  cruiser,  called 
the  .“America  Free,”  Farero  commander,  mounlg 
ing  three  cjirri. age  guns,  and  manned  witii  seventy 
ibur  men,  and  small  arms  in  proportion,  now  lies 
tlie  quurantine  ground. 

It  is  officially  reported  to  the  collector’s  office  of 
t'  is  district,  that  a number  of  officers  and  men  land 
ed  froa;  said  brig, at  Staten  island,  and  in  a fracas 
that  took  place  yesterday,  between  them  and  the 
inhabitants  on  shore,  they  threatened  to  demolish 
or  burn  a house  on  said  island.”  [The  substajioo  of 


day,  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee  on  the 
bill  for  tJie  commutation  of  soldiers’  bounty  lands* 
some  further  discussion  on  amendments  to  it  took 
place,  in  which  Messrs.  For.s}db,  Poindexter,  Clav, 
and  Robinson,  of  Ky,  bore  part:  when  * * 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  amend- 
mentstt)  the  bill;  which  were  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  priiited  for  the  more  easily  under- 
standii)^  thereof  by  the  members  before  called  up- 
on to  give  a final  vote  on  them. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  sur- 
viving soldiers  of  the  revoluLonju-y  war:  ^ 


[*This  motion  was  probably  occasioned  by 
presence  of  lord  Selkirk,  a peer  of  the  BriiisJi  le 
in  the  gallery  of  the  house, 
h well.] 


the 
aim, 

Fhe  act  of  couneS^- 


m 
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Mr,  Bloomfield  <lelivered  his  impressions  in  re- 
spect to  the  operation  and  scope  of  this  bill.  He 
made  a statement  to  she'V  what  were  his  views  of 
the  nrobable  number  of  applicants  under  this  bill, 
if  it  should  pass;  and  the  annual  amount  of  the  ex 
pendiiure  it  would  occasion.  Tne  Jersey  brigade, 
he  said,  consisted,  during  the  war,  of  four  regi 
merits:  there  were  forty  officers  to  each  regiment, 
making  in  tlie  whole  160.  On  the  4th  of  July  last, 
as  he  was  enabled  from  personal  knowledge  to  state, 
there  were  living  but  twenty  of  those  officers,  be- 
ing precisely  one-eigbt  of  the  whole  number.  Tak 
ing  tliis  fact  for  his  guide,  as  the  proporrion  of  sur- 
vivors, he  said  there  were  in  the  continental  army 
sixty  eight  battalions,  of  whom  about  17,000  men 
were  killed  or  died  in  servic®;  and  at  the  close  of 
tiie  war,  it  was  a well  known  fact,  the  battalions  did 
not  average  mure  in  each  than  250;  making  in  the 
whole  17,000  men— of  whom,  say  about  one  tenth 
(.being  generally  not  of  as  regular  habits  as  the  offi 
cers)  were  living;  that  is  1700.  Estimating  the 
proportion  of  applicants  for  the  pension  at  one- 
sixth,  would  make  340  The  full  pay  of  the  revo- 
lution, six  and  two-thirds  dollars  per  month,  to  each 
of  these,  would  amount  to  2,205  dollars  per  month. 
Of  the  ofTierrs,  the  whole  original  number  he  esti- 
mated at  2720;  of  whom,  supposing  one  eighth  to 
have  survived,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  Jersey  b~i- 
'’•ade,  there  were  now  living  about  340.  Of  this 
uuvnber,  he  supposed  one  tenth  of  the  whole  woultl 
llecome  applicants  for  pensions — say  thirty-four;  at 
the  full  subaltern  revolutionary  pay  of  17  dollars 
.'per  month.  The  monthly  pension  for  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  on  this  estimate,  would  be  2,873  dol- 
lars, and  the  annual  amount  only  34,376— an  amount 
wliich  must  daily  decrease.  But,  instead  of  full 
pay  pension,  the  bill  as  it  now  stood,  provided  only 
ffir  half  pay.  Would  this  house  be  satisfied,  Mr. 
B.  asked,  with  giving  to  these  men,  borne  down 
with  uge  and  service,  a pension  of  three  and  a third 
dollars  a month  duripgthe  small  remainder  of  th^ir 
lives,  whilst  tliey  had  given  the  soldie.'s  of  the  late, 
war  (no  dispar,igement  to  them)  eight  dollaivs  per 
month?  He  hoped  not;  and  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  that  the  amount  of  pension 
should  be  for  every  officer  17  dollars  per  month, 
and  for  eveiy  soldier  eight. 

Mr.  Tucker^  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  so  as  make  the  pensions  20  and  8. 

This  amendment  to  the  amendment  Was  agreed 
to  without  objection,  after  a few  observations  from 

Mr.  Comstock.  ni,,.  , 

Other  amendments  were  proposed,  some  of  Which 
produced  desultory  debate— and  without  taking  a 
question  upon  them  the  committee  rose*  reported 
progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again — and  the  house 
adjourned. 

Monday,  December  22.— Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisi- 
ana,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject had  been  referred,  reported  a bill  providing 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  of  citizenship  may  be 
relinquished. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  provide  that  when  any  citi- 
zen, by  application  in  writing  to  the  district  court 
of  any  district  of  the  United  States,  in  open  court, 
and  there  to  be  recorded,  shall  declare  that  he  relin- 
quishes the  character  of  a citizen,  and  means  to  de- 
part out  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  be  thence- 
forth considered  as  having  exercised  the  right  of 
expatriation,  and  as  being  no  longer  a citizen  of  the 
United  States;  that  such  person  shall  be  held  as  an 
alien  forever  after,  and  shall  not  resume  the  rights 
of  citizenship  without  going  through  the  a^me  pro- 
cess of  naturalizaUoa  as  other  cjitizens.J 


The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following' 
resolution; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  providing  by  law  for  clothing  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  exclusively  in  Ameri- 
can manufactures. 

In  offering  this  motion,  Mr.  J.  said  it  would  not 
be  proper  for  him  to  detail  the  facts,  or  advance  the 
reasoning  which  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
measure  he  proposed  to  enquire  into  was  expedient. 
But  he  should  say  that  he  should  not  have  thought 
of  introducing  this  resolution,  if  he  did  not  believe 
that  cloth  of  American  manufacture  could  he  ob- 
tained at  a reasonable  rate.  One  of  the  objections 
to  making  a provision  by  law  such  as  he  contem- 
plated, and  the  only  objection  which  appeared  to 
him  to  have  any  force,  was  that  by  destroying  Ihe- 
competition  between  domestic  and  foreign  articles, 
the  government  would  be  obliged  to  pay  higher 
for  tlie  same  articles  than  they  now  do:  but  it 
would  be  seen  by  gentlemen  that  such  augmenta- 
don  could  only  be  momentary;  uild,  Mr.  J.  said,  the 
competition  of  the  manufacturers  among  diemselves 
would  be  so  great,  he  had  no  doubt,  as  to  give  the 
article  to  the  government  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  The  practice  of  the  war  department  al- 
ready, was  to  give  a preference  to  the  domestic - 
fabric,  but  that  preference  was  given  with  refer- 
ence to  the  cost  of  the  article — a system  which, 
produced  not  only  uncertainty,  because  of  the 
fluctuating  slate  of  the  foreign  market,  but  uncer* 
tainty,  consequently  to  the  calculations  of  the  ma- 
nufacturer. In  relation  to  the  navy,  Mr.  J.  said 
he  did  not  know  that  his  project  was  practicable; 
if  it  was,  it  would  be  necessary  perhaps  to  give  a 
discretionary  power  on  this  head  to  the  command- 
ers, when  on  fore'gn  stations.  But  he  hoped  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  to  an  enquiry  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  committee  would  favor  the  house^ 
with  .^n  early  report, 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'  Coy  of  Virginia,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tfie  committee  on  public  lands- 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  in- 
creasing the  price  at  wiiich  said  lands  shall  be  sold 
hereafter. 

On  this  question  there  was  a division:  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to  by  a majority  of  twenty  or  thirty 
votes. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Moinroe 
his  secretary. 

'A  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  11th  of  this  month,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  of  the  present  strength  of  the. 
army  of  the  United  States,  its  distribution  among 
the  several  military  posts,  whieft  it  is  designed  to 
protect,  and  its  competency  to  preserve  and  defend 
the  fortifications  amongst  which  it  is  distributed, 
and  to  aid  in  constructing  such  other  military  works, 
if  any,  as  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  erect,  for  the 
move  effectual  security  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of 
the  territories  thereof;  I now  transmit  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  which  contains  the  information 
desired.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Decetnber  22,  1817. 

a 

“In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  o 
representaiives  requesting  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales  “to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
of  representatives  a return  ot  the  present  strength 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the  distribq^ 
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^ion  thereof  among  the  several  military  posts  which 
it  is  designed  to  protect,  together  with  any  informa- 
tion v^hich  he  may  be  able  to  afford  respecting  the 
competency  of  such  force  to  preserve  and  defend 
the  fortifications,  amongst  which  it  is  distributed, 
and  to  aid  in  constructing,  and  to  defend  such  other 
military  works,  if  any,  as  it  may  be  in  the  contem- 
pl^ition  of  ‘.he  government  to  erect,  for  the  more 
effectual  security  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
several  territories  thereof;’*  the  secretary  of  war 
has  the  honor  to  make  a return  of  the  present 
strength  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
distributionlhereof  among  the  several  military  post  s. 

The  military  establishment  as  it  now  stands,  is 
sufficiently  extensive  to  keep  the  for*  ifications  in  a 
state  of  preservation,  but  it  is  wholly  inadequate 
to  defend  them  against  a regular  attack  by  a force 
of  sufficient  strength  or  skill.  To  garrison  the  forts 
on  the  maritime  frontier  alone  would  require,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  and  estimates  of 
this  department,  more  tlian  thrice  our  present  num- 
ber, to  repel  the  assaults  of  such  a force.  The 
portion  of  the  army  stationed  in  the  neighborhood 
of  fortifications  now  erecting,  are  employed  to  aid 
in  constructing  them;  but  only  an  inconsiderable 
number  has  yet  been  so  engaged,  owing  to  its  dis 
persed  situation.  Though  not  immediately  com- 
p-ehended  in  the  resolution  of  the  house,  it  is  but 
justice  to  the  army  to  observe,  that  it  has  been  em- 
ployed to  a considerable  extent,  the  last  year,  in 
the  construction  of  roads,  arsenals  and  other  public 
works  ce-nnected  with  the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  existing  fortifications  are  thought  to  be 
wholly  insufficient  in  the  event  of  ^ future  war. 
As  the  declaration  of  war  is  the  act  of  the  whole 
community,  justice,  honor  and  humanity  require 
that  every  portion  of  the  country  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  protected  against  its  ravages.  Tliis  is 
among  the  most  sacred  duties  of  the  government; 
and,  impressed  with  its  importance,  a board  of  the 
most  skillful  officers  in  our  service  has  been  consti- 
tuted, to  examine  the  whole  line  of  our  frontier, 
and  to  determine  on  the  position  and  extent  of 
works  thatmay  be  neces.sary  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  "I’his  great  work  is  not  yet  completed; 
and  in  its  present  state,  it  is  impossible  to  speak 
with  any  precision  as  to  the  extent  to  which  our 
fortifications  ought  to  be  carried.  Tbo  soldiers 
will  be  able  lo  render  important  aid  in  construct- 
ing tlie  works  that  may  be  determined  on;  but, 
from  t:.e  composition  of  the  army,  they  can  only 
come  in  aid  of  regular  and  professed  workmen. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN.*’ 

[The  detailed  and  particular  .statement  accom- 
panying the  report  from  the  adjutant  general’s 
office,  states  the  actual  number  of  the  present 
peace  establishment  at  8,221,  including  officers.] 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  remainder  of  this  day’s  sitting  was  spent  in 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution. — 
There  was  much  debate,  occasionally  eloquent,  but 
generally  desultory,  on  amendments  proposed  to 
the  bill,  but  involving  also  its  principle.  Messrs. 
Bloomfield,  Walker,  Garnett,  Harrison,  Strother, 
Comstock,  Palmer,  Livermore,  Trimble,  and  Rhea, 
successively  joined  in  the  debate. 

Tuesday.  Pec.  23. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Mnssachuselts,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  V>e 
instructed  vb  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding bjf  law  for  appointiog  jtwtioes  or  osnserva- 


tors  of  tlie  peace,  or  other  magistrates,  authorise^f 
to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
"States. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ky.  offered  for  consideration  tba 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house 
any  information  he  may  be  able  to  communicate  re- 
lative to  the  impressment  and  detention  in  confine- 
ment of  Richard  Cowles  Mead,  a citizen  of  the» 
United  States.  [Mr.  Trimble  supported  his  resolu- 
tion by  a very  animated  speech,  which  we  are  com 
pelled  to  omit  for  the  present.]  The  resolution  was 
agreed  lO. 

The  house  having  resolved  Itself  into  a commit-' 
tee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  surviv- 
ing officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war— ■ 
Considerable  debate  took  place  and  sundry  amend- 
ments were  proposed.  [As  amended  it  is  noticedt 
in  the  following  day’s  proceedings]  After  which  it 
was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A resolution  was  passed  that  the  house  should 
adjourn  on  AVednesday  the  24th  inst.  to  meetagai* 
on  Monday  the  29th — 84  to  63,  and  sent  to  the  se- 
nate for  concurrence, 

ed?iesduy,  Pec.  24  The  bill  providing  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
revolution  was  read  the  third  time  and  finally  pas- 
sed Without  a division.  The  National  Intelligen- 
cer gives  the  following  a.s  its  substance— “The  faill^ 
as  it  has  finally  passed,  provides  that  “every  com- 
missioned and  noflrcommissioned  officer,  musician, 
mariner,  marine,  and  private  soldier,  who  served 
in  the  revolutionary  war;  in  any  of  the  regiment* 
raised  by  authority  of  congress,  or  of  any  of  the 
states,  or  in  the  navy  of  either  of  the  states  or  of 
the  United  States,  previous  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  of  3d  September,  1783,  who  are 
yet  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  are,  or  whm 
hereafter  shall  be,  reduced  to  indigence,  and  inca- 
pable of  procuring  subsistence,  and  who  shall  have 
substantiated  his  incapacity  in  the  manner  by  the 
bill  directed,  shall  receive  a pension  from  the  Unit* 
•d  States;  if  an  officer,  of  twenty  dollars  per  monthj 
during  life;  if  a non  commissioned  officer,  musici- 
an, mariner,  marine  or  private  soldier,  of  eight 
dollars  per  month,  during  life,  &c.”  The  bill  ha? 
yet  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  •'Mr  Pvake,  ofMass.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  granting  bounties  to  manufacturers 
who  manufacture  a given  number  of  yards  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  cloths,  of  a certain  width;  and  that 
a permanent  fund  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose* 
The  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  the 
painting  presented  by  Benjamin  West  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania hospital  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  tb<J 
whole,  Mr.  Desha  in  the  chair. 

[Mr.  Newton  delivered  a brief,  but  very  hand-, 
some  speech  on  the  occasion — we  shall  endeavor  t# 
preserve  it.  The  bill  was  passed.^ 

The  house  tlien  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  A.  Smyth  in  the  chair,  on  the 
“bill  by  which  the  right  of  citizenship  may  be  r€% 
linquished.^’ 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lavnides,  that  this  was  a 
subject  of  too  much  importance  to  be  acted  on  witl^ 
so  thin  a house,  Mr.  Robertson,  of  L.  (the  author  oi 
the  bill)  consented  to  its  postponement,  by  the 
committee’s  rising  and  obtaining  leave  to  sitaga^, 
And  the  hotwe  adjom’aetl  to  Mondsfy'. 
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MILLElmXVILLE,  DEC-  2. 

Tlie  subjoined  intelli;jence  of  tlie  commencement 
of  hoslilities  was  received  by  the  executive  on 
Thursday  last,  and  immediately  issued  from  tliis 


I have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  youi* 
obedient  servant 

f:DMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Jflajor  genei'al  commanding 
Later  intelligence. — We  ure  mJebted  to  the  acti- 


•ofbce  in  an  exira  slieet,  that  our  fi-ontier  citizens,  | vity  of  the  editor  of  the  “lleHcctor,”  a very  neat 
exposed  to  dang-er,  migjit  be  put  on  their  guai-d  } and  well  conducted  paper  priatei  at  Milledgeville, 
against  those  predatory  attacks  of  the  Indians,  [ Geo,  for  many  particulars  respecting  the  war  with 
which  seldom  fail  to  folllow  such  an  occurrence,  j the  indians.  We  are  compelled  to  make  a v^' 
The  governor  has  ordered  out  the  Pulaski  troop!  brief  abstract  of  the  information  at  present  before 


pf  cavalry,  a company  of  infantry  from  Wilkinson, ! tis- 


and  another  from  Lriurens,  for  the  jirotection  of  the 
frontier  below  Hartford.  Other  measures  of  de- 
fence will  be  adopted,  should  they  prove  necessary. 
^opy  of  a letter  fro7n  major  general  Gaines  to  the  go- 


Col.  Arbuckle,  with  300  men,  was  attacked  about 
12  miles  from  Fort  Scott  by  apirty  of  indians,  who 
were  put  to  flight  with  a supposed  loss  ot  8 or  10 
killed.  He  had  1 killed  and  2 wounded.  Sm’eral 
murders  appear  to  have  been  committed  by  th  e in- 


xiernor of  Georgia,  dated  at  Fort  Scott,  f near  the  ..  

confluence  of  the  Flint  and  Chatahooche  rivers  ) a party  of  12  men  said  to  -ave  been 


21  St.  jYov.  XSI7. 

Sin — The  first  brigade  of  United  States*  troops 
arrived  at  this  place  on  the  19th  instant.  I had 
previously  sent  an  Indian  runner  to  notify  the  Fowl 
town  chief  Eiie-he-munt-hy,  of  my  arrival,  and,  with 
a view  to  ascertain  whether  his  hostile  temper  had 
abated,  requested  him  to  visit  me.  He  replied 
what  he  had  already  said  to  the  commanding  officer 
here  all  he  l.ad  to  say,  and  that  he  would  not  come* 

He  had  warned  major  'fwiggs  not  to  cross,  or  cut 
a stick  of  wood  on  the  east  side  of  Flint  river, 
alleging  that  the  land  was  his,  that  he  was  directed 
by  the  powers  above  and  below  to  protect  and  de- 
fend it,  and  he  should  do  so.  This  being  the  talk 
referred  to,  and  his  town  having  continued  to  be 
hostile  ever  since  the  late  w'ar,  having  participated 
as  the  friendly  Indians  assert,  in  the  predatory  war 
carried  on  for  some  ti.me  past  against  the  Georgia 
frontier,  I yesterday  detached  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  (supposed  to  be  about  the  stre.ngth  of  the 
town)  under  the  command  of  major  Twiggs,  with 
©rders  to  bring  to  me  the  chief  and  warriors,  and, 
in  the  event  of  resistance,  to  treat  them  as  ene- 
mies. The  detachment  arrived  at  the  town  early 
this  morning  and  were  instantly  fired  upon,  but 


cut  ofl‘  from  Fort  Scott.  The  eflective  force  at  s hat 
place  was  from  800  to  1000  men.  A body  of  friend- 
ly Creeks  expected  to  co-operate,  was  collected  at 
Fort  Mitchell^  under  Me  Intorh.  The  Georgia  mi- 
litia were  at  Foi^t  Hawkins,  supposed  to  be  about 
220  miles  from  Fort  Scott,  wiiich  the  Indians  had 
appeai’ed  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of,  and  fired 
some  slxot  on  the  boats  that  were  building  on  the 
river.  Warm  work  is  expected — murders  are  nu- 
merous, and,  by  acting  in  small  bodies,  they  have 
already  done  mucii  mischief.  'I'hey  killed  a man 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Gaines;  the  v/hole 
country  was  in  a .state  of  alarm.  The  most  unfor- 
tunate particulars  tiiat  have  reached  us  are  that 
gen  Gaines,  ascertained  that  m^jor  Muhlenbufg 
WAS  ascending  Apalac!ia>  and  dispatched  two  boats 
to  his  assistance,  and  to  coliect  provisions.  One 
boat  commanded  .^y  lieut.  Scott,  svith  50  men,  ivas 
attacked  12  miles  below  Fort  Scott,  and  the  whole 
massacred,  except  six,  who  saved  themselves  by 
swimming,  four  of  whom  were  w’ounded.  From 
the  other  boat,  and  another  which  liad  been  up  the 
river  nothing  had  been  heard- 

AMELIA  ISLAND. 

We  have  nothing  important  from  Amelia,  except 


whW  eflelt;  The  smuggling  of  neg,-oes  and  |ooas 

.h.  n..r  tn  with  1 "as  becu  extensively  cheesed.  A im:e  vessel  with 


the  detachment,  and  the  Indians  put  to  flight,  with 
the  loss  of  four  warriors  slain,  and  as  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe,  many  more  wounded.  1 1 • X.  m,  7 ■ t 7 - . 

Among  the  articles  found  in  the  house  of  the  g»t  >«to  P^t.  _ T/^tytuk  tnjksh  jms  bris,:.. 


extensively  checked.  A priz 
118  slaves,  going  into  Amelia,  was  cftptured  by  the 
Saranac  on  the  30th  ult.  Another  with  250  slaves 


chief,  was  a British  uniform  coat  (scarlet)  with  a 
pair  cf  gold  epaulets;  and  a certificate  signed  by  a 
British  captain  of  marines,  “Robert  White,  in  the 
absence  of  colonel  Nichols,”  stating  that  the  chief 
^‘had  always  been  a true  and  faithful  friend  to  the 
British.” 


-Major  general  Floyd,  of  Georgia,  bas,  in  pursu- 
j ance  of  a requisition,  at  the  instance  of  the  Unite! 
[States’  authorities,  issued  orders  for  the  draft  of 
500  men  from  that  part  of  bis  command  most  con- 
tiguous to  St.  Mary’s;  in  which  vicinity  it  is  sup- 
posed they  are  to  be  employed- 


The  reports  of  friendly  Indians  concur  in  esti- 
mating, the  number  of  hostile  Indians,  including  the 
**Red  Slicks”  and  Seniinoles,  at  more  than  two 
thousand — independent  of  the  blacks  at  and  near 
Suwanney,  within  120  miles  of  this  place,  amount- 
ing to  near  four  hundred  men,  and  increasing  by 
the  addition  of  every  runaway  from  Georgia  able 
-to  get  to  them.  The  friendly  Indians  inform  me, 
that  the  hostile  parly  and  blacks  have  been  promised 
a British  force  to  assistthem,  from  New-Providence. 
This  promise,  tb.ough  made  by  Nichols  and  Wood- 
bine, is  nevertheless  relied  on  by  these  deluded 
wretches,  who  1 have  no  doubt,  will  sue  for  peace 
hs  soon  as  they  find  their  hopes  of  Briljish  aid  lo  be 
wiihout  foundation. 

.1  have  called  the  militia  from  Fort  Hatvkins  to 
this  place,  and  have  directed  colonel  Brearly  to 
confer  v/ith  your  excellency  upon  the  subject  of  an 
additional  battalion  for  the  protection  of  tlie  frontier 
from  Oukmulgee  to  St.  Mary’s. 


Died  on  the  23d  ult.  of  a liver  complaint  at  New- 
Orleans,  IV.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  esq.  late  governor  of 
Lousiana,  and  recently  appointed  a senator  of  U.  S. 


(k^The  snail  pace  of  a weekly  paper  illy  comports 
with  our  desires  to  furnish  our  readers  with  early 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  national  ant! 
state  legislatures,  &c.  nor  will  our  sixteen  well  fill- 
ed pages,  at  the  present  period,  do  much  to  relieve 
our  files  of  the  continually  accumulating  docu- 
ments, Sec.  that  press  upon  them;  and  we  have  also 
much  matter  in  manuscript  that  we  wish  to  dispose 
of.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  make  the  best  selec- 
tions, and  work  through  the  whole  as  fast  as  we 
can,  taking  care  that  nothing  important  is  lost. 

We  have  a considerable  mass  of  foreign  articles 
prepared.  They  do  not  contain  aiy  thing  of  im* 
portKnee,  but  shall  be  inserted  to  keep  up  thq  chain 
of  iuteUigence 
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Services  of  Mill- ia. 

I’iie  militia  of  a free  state  is  justly  re^-arded 
•as  the  natural  bulwark  of  the  civil  and  religi- 
ous rights  of  its  people — as  the  best  and  safest 
■ciefeuce  against  sudden  invasion  from  abroad, 
and  as  the  only  (aitldul  barrier  to  domestic 
encroachment.  The  armed  cllizen  cannot 
easily  be  made  a slave:  a sense  of  the  duty  that 
he  owes  to  the  law  and  to  his  country  m the 
time  of  It.s  need,  teaches  him  obedience,  and  i\e 
yields  himself  up  to  those  whose  province  it  is 
to  command  him,  for  the  time  l>elng — but  he 
still  reaso7is  upon  the  fitness  of  the  things  re- 
quired of  him, — and,  when  his  period  of  service 
is  ended,  carries  the  result  of  tliat  reasoning, 
together  witli  his  experience  in  the  business  of 
a soldier,  into  the  mass  of  the  people  and  adds 
them  to  the  common  stock  of  intelligence  and 
force.  And,  perhaps,  the  lestiaints  that  he 
suifered  in  his  niib'/nry  character  may  also 
cause  him  more  dearly  to  estimate  thc'ngh.ts 
that  belong  to  him  as  a citizen:  because  he  is 
sensible  tiiat  as  a government  gains  power  the 
•eopie  must  suffer  restraint.  Rome  did  not 
ose  her  lioerty  until  the  jealousy  of  her  rulers 
deprived  the  people  of  the  use  of  arms:  faction 
and  the  spirit  of  party,  it  is  true,  often  caused 
the  government  to  assume  a sh  ipe  as  hateful  as 
that  of  an  absolute  monarchy  could  easily  do; 
but  yet  tlie  body  of  the  population — that  por- 
tion which  had  no  active  participation  in  the 
feuds  of  thobo.  factions,  retained  a very  consi- 
derable portuMi  of  their  natural  rights  until 
the  line  was  clearly  and  determ inately  drawn 
between  the  soldier  and  the  citizen f eim\  the 
former,  in  a mere  mercenary  animal,  lost  the 
habits  of  thinking  an<l  acting  as  a max:  tiien 
x^ame  the  deciensloa  and  fail  of  tiiat  once  most 
powerful  nation. 

But,  with  all  its  important  and  imposing 
ciiaracter,  the  embodying  of  a militia  force, 
the  only  force  that  can'  be  tolerated  w ith  safety 
by  a free  people,  in  times  of  peace  (except  to 
a very  limitted  extent)  is  terribly  destructive  of 
human  life — miick  more  so  than  occurs  in  re- 
gular armies.  It  is  the  great  misfortune  at- 
tending it,  that  by  the  time  when  tlie  citizen 
has  learnt  how  to  live  as  a soldier,  and  has 
been  made  efilcie nt  th  ough  discipline,  that  ids 
duties  are  at  an  end;  and  othei's  continuailv 
succeed  him  who  require  the  same  course  of 
instruction  and  of  experience  that  he  did, — 
in  obtaining  which  so  many  of  his  comrades 
uselessbf  perished.  In  the"  summer  of  1813, 
the  '-altimore  brigade,  (by  detachments  of  a 
fegiment  at  a time,  for  a week’s  service)  foi-  a 
few  weeks,  did  duty  at  Fort  thfcllenry — inth© 
yoL.  Xlll. ^18. 


immediate  vicinity  of  their  liomes  and  where 
tlie}',  of  course,  possessed  every  possible  ac-* 
commodation.  In  tins  light  service,  as  some 
may  esteem  it,  we  lost  (pdte  as  many  men  as 
were  killed  (on  our  side)  in  tLe  battles  of  Bla- 
densburg'  and  at  A'hriii-Foint, — by  diseases 
gendered  from  the  new  condition  in  which  our 
citizens  were  placed.  Yet  the  regular  soldiers 
at  the  fort  wei  e healthy;*  eillier  because  they 
had  learnt  how'  to  live,  or  were  compelled  to 
live  according  to  ceitain  rules  which  military 
men  know  inu.st  be  observed  to  prevent  di- 
sease and  ileath  in  the  service.  The  ever-to-be- 
lamented  Pike  disciplined  the  lotli  regiment 
to  every  thing — lie  began  by  teaching  his  raw 
officers  ami  men  iiow  to  make  their  fit  es — then 
how  to  cook  their  victuals,  how  to  driidc,  how 
to  sleep,  &c  — nothing  was  too  minute  or  an- 
parenlly  too  triffing  to  be  unwortliy  of  tiie  at- 
tention of  that  inestimable  soldier.  Whatw'ai* 
the  consequence.^  Kis  regiment  was  healthy 
and  robust,  and  his  men  wmre  very  soon  pre^ 
pared  for  any  service  that  might  be  required 
of  them.  Disease,  that  mowmd  down  tlie  ranks 
of  other  regiments,  found  a barrier  in  the  rfis- 
ciplbie  of  his.  And,  further,  this  fact  soon 
occurred — that  while  other  troops  wind)  re- 
ceived the  same  quantity  and  quality  of  pro- 
visions as  weis  distributed  to  the  15th  regi- 
ment, were  in  a state  approaching  starvation, 
his  men  had  an  abundance — and  a variety  tiiat 
wms  astonisliing.  Initiated  into  the  art  of  cook- 
ing their  victuals,  they  soon  had  b'ead  and 
meat  to  spare,  wliich  tliey  sold  or  burtered  foi- 
vegetables,  and  addllionally  obtained  some  ';.f 
tlie  littleluxuriesof  the  table.  All  this  resulted 
because  Fike  w'as  himself  a soldier:  broug'.it  up 
in  camps,  and  every  v/ay  skilled  in  the'auties 
and  requirements  of  the  profession  of  arms. 
The  w'ant  of  such  knowledge,  industry  and 
attention  in  otliers — with  the  continuailv  em* 
bodying  and  discharging  of  the  militia  "(ever 
furnishiim  fresh  victims)  probably  cost  us  mo:'e 
men,  in  the  late  war,  than  have  been  killed  .n 
battle,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
wounds  received  therein,  in  all  the  a.^iiirsthat 
have  taken  place  in  the  country  that  now  forms 
the  Pbiited  States,  from  its  first  discovery  until 
this  time,  in  which  wliite  people  were  on  either 
side  engaged.  .It  is  fearful  to  calculate  tiie  loss 
at  certain  posts  where  the  militia  were  asseirv- 
bled. 

The  fact  is,  that  we  were  wa*etchedly  iima- 
rant  of  almost  every  thing  that  belonged  to  a 

I *^The  Kke  of  ibis  linopened  everywhere.  When 
'he  milithi  were  dying  by  .‘?««res,  the  r*gulirs  were 
] healthy. 


^4 
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atiite  of  war,  (except  in  naval  afiairs)  when 
th;e  late  war  began.  I he  experience  of  tlic 
revolution  was  essentlaliy  lost.  A few  of  the 
veterans  of  other  years  remained;  better  titled, 
however,  in  general,  to  command  tlie  respect 
and  homage  of  the  present  generation  for  their 
invaluable  services  than  again  to  command 
armies — and  we  had  all  things  to  begin  de  novo. 
For  a considerable  time  we  were  distressed 
with  a serie>s  of  blunders,  mistakes  and  inis- 
fortuues,  legislative,  executive  and  military; 
and  tile  destruction  of  men  and  waste  of  cha- 
racter and  property  was  excessive.  But,  by 
degrees,  every  department  learnt  its  duty, 
being  instructed  in  the  dear  school  of  expe- 
rience as  to  what  the  nature  of  their  respec- 
tive services  recjuired  ol  tliem;  and  peace  very 
agreea'oly  revisited  us  when  we  were  best  pre- 
pared for  war. 

Though  so  generally  deficient,  except  in 
courage  and  patriotism,  there  was  no  depart- 
ment of  die  service,  perhaps,  that  we  were  so 
Lully  provided  for  (in  the  beginning)  as  that 
of  the  general  stalV,  and  especially  as  to  the 
medical  part  of  it.  IVhen  that  was  fully  oi*ga- 
uized  and  in  complete  operation,  there  was 
instantly  a great  dec;  ease  in  the  number  of 
deaths.  M-ay  congress  have  wisdom  to  pre- 
serve a staT  suflicient  for  an  army  mueli  larger 
than  that  we  now  have,  or  expect  to  support  in 
time  of  peace — may  they  not  sulier  a misplaced 
economy  to  deprive  us  of  the  benelit  of  talents 
so  dearly  purchased  ! Our  country,  I hope,  is 
destined  to  enjoy  a long  peace;  but  the  cost  of 
being  prepared  "for  a state  of  war  is  ol  no 
Comparison  with  tlie  waste  that  a want  of  it 
wiiroccasum,  should  our  repose  be  unhappily 
disturbed.  The  fire -side  proverb,  which  every 
old  woman  in  the  country  feels  the  for«»e  of— - 

“A  sticb  in  Ume 

‘•Savei  iiuie” 

as  well  applies  to  the  business  of  nations  as  to 
the  darning  of  stockings. 

These  remarks  grew  out  of  art  observance  of 
a notice  from  'dhe  general  agent  for  paying 
militia  pensions,”  at  York,  in  Canada,  insert- 
ed in  the  Kingston  Gazette,  of  the  25th  of 
November  last.  He  publishes  a list  of  the 
names  of  the  widows  and  of  tlie  orphan  chil- 
dren v/hose  husbands  or  fathers  ‘‘were  killed 
in  action  or  by  any  casualty  or  accident  while 
on  duty,  or  have  died  of  wounds  received  in 
uetion,  or  from  disease  contracted.'on  actual 
service,  during  the  late  w^ar  with  the  United 
States  of  America.”  ['Fhe  pension  to  the 
widows  or  children  of  such  |)ersons  (privates) 
is  c£20  currency,  or  ^80.  ] The  list  of  widows 
has  107  names — of  whose  husbands  only  21 
were  killed  in  battle  or  died  of  wounds  l eceiv- 
^ in  action:  the  list  of  orphan  children  has  58 
whas^  Mievi  7 were  in  like  man- 


ner killed  or  deceased^ — the  rest  died  of  cT 
sease,  except  a few  by  "‘casualty  or  accident.” 
Thus  itappciirs,  that  one  sixth,  only,  of  those 
who  died  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  at  a 
particulai*  point  where  the  most  ligiding  was 
ddne,  and  by  far  the  most  severe  engagements 
took  place,  and  which  was  a continual  scene  of 
fighting,  died  in  action  or  of  wounds  received 
therein:  though  t'ney  iiad  all  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  exj)erlenced  officers,  military 
and  medical.  hat,  then,  was  our  loss  at  <he 
many  numerousbj  defended  posts  that  were  not 
attacked,  or  hardly  attacken  at  all?  I venture 
the  assertion,  from  a consideration  of  the  few- 
facts  t! lat  have  reached  me,  that  for  every  man 

we  lost  by  battle  in  the  war,  we  lost  at  least 

hj  disease.  1 had  the  blank  filled  up;  but  have 
drawn  iny  pen  across  the  dreadful  number. 

^ince  we  may  again  have  war,  though  no 
prospect  of  it  presents  itself  at  this  time,  let 
us  cherish  and  retain  a sufficient  portion  of 
those  who  have  “learnt  the  trade.”  Every  dol- 
lar expended  for  their  support,  though  appa- 
rently useless,  will  be  worth  a thousand  to 
us  if  the  state  of  things  shall  require  their 
services  in  the  field.  This  is  a simple  calcu- 
lation of  dollars  and  cents.  Human  life  and 
human  misery  is  not  taken  into  the  account! 

iQ^After  the  preceding  was  prepared  for 
the  press  (foi  it  was  written  for  the  last  num- 
ber of  the  Register)  we  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  obse- VC  that  col.  It  M.  Johnson  has  been 
attentive  of  this  subject,  in  his  resolutions  of- 
fered on  the  9th  inst.  in  the  house  of  vepre- 
sentatives,  to  obtain  the  sense  of  the  members 
in  regard  to  several  important  subjectsrespect- 
ing. military  affairs — See  last  No.  p.  254.  The 
resolution  referred  to  provides,  that  tliough 
the  peace-establishment  may  be  reduced,  no 
reduction  shall  be  made  in  the  general-staff, 
in  the  coiqis  of  engineers  or  in  the  ordnance 
department.  Col.  Johnson  has  often  deserved 
the  tluinks  of  his  countrymen,  and  for  this 
equally  merits  them.  To  us  it  is  pleasant  to 
find  that  our  wishes  have  been  anticipated  by 
his  experience  and  talents  and  numerous  op- 
portunities of  maturing  a correct  judgment  on. 
the  subject.  We  hate  “places  and  pensions 
and  sinecures” — and  would  not  have  any  offi- 
cer without  an  office^  but  endeavor  to  contrive 
business  for  an  office  that  the  officer  desired  to 
be  retained  might  not  only  hold  the  knowledge 
acquired  for  tlie  use  of  his  country,  but  metho- 
ilize  and  improve  it  for  the  public  advantage. 
It  is  by  such  that  we  must  expect  to  be  faith- 
fully SLiid  f rug-ally  served. 


*Of  those  28  persons  killed— 10  were  killed  (or 
died  in  conseqneuce  of’  . o inds)  at  Chippewa;  3 at 
Fort  Erie;  3 at  York;  3 at  Fort  George;  2 at  Queens- 
town; 2 at  the  River  Raisin;  2 at  Fort  Erie;  2 in  the 
action  on  lake  Erie;-  and  1 at  Lundy’s  Lane. 


Ij^ILES’ ^F.GTSTER--BEC:EM.  20.  I8I7— FENNSYLVANIA  legislative.  0.75 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 


I would  afford  additional  senirity  s^nd-k^ep  pure  il:c 
- .X-  »ivc  streams  of  j islice;  and  rer’i’ips  thus  mljiht  ' e oh- 

tiU\  hii.NOli  n jviatf'd  the  temptation  'o  f aiid  and  perpiri'  S so  r,<» 

To  the  senate  and  hnvse  of  ref  resenlaiives  of  the  C07n- i times  practised  to  pive  jurisdi  ti  on  to  the  fede.d 
iiion~:\n'th  of  J^ennsylvuuia.  | courts,  a:ul  (hreinp-  our  ci'izens,  at  in*oVr.-*Me  ex- 

Fsiaow  cn i3E's. — At  tills  auspicious  moment, | jiense,  from  the  most  remote  quarters  of  t!:c  s'ate 
ihed  the  goal  of  her  wish  I to  those  tn 


when  our  country  has  read 
es  and  obtained  the  ohject  f>r  which  she  has  tvfice 
contended  and  so  nobly  struggled;  with  a natiouai 
governmeni  possessing  ail  the  powers  adeqtiute  to 
the  purpos'^.s  of  general  sovereignt}’,  and  cotnpeteiit 
to  the  energy  ahsolu'.ely  necessary  to  tlie  manage 
merit  and  direct io.i  of  the  general  weal;  supporting 


tribunals. 


T!>e  knowledge  of  truth  being  essn’ttid  to  just 
decisions,  greater  facility  and  certainty  than  l->now 
had,  •would  appear  ncce.ssary  in  the  ad. duo' ion  of 
te.stimonv.  Doubts  are  en'erlained  whether  there 
be  any  legal  mode  of  obtaining  dep'si'ious  by  nm- 
mlssion  or  rules  of  court,  in  oases  which  arcs"  in 
Die  co;ifeJerute  union,  and  the  naiional  faith  and  jthe  countv  courts  and  are  pending  in  ^he  .s".p>*e  -.e 
honor  with  foreign  governments;  securing  domes- 1 court  of  erro-,  al'hougii  i'  m ly  be  all-importa  t iu 
tic  tranquility  and  paying  tire  strictest  attention  to  ! prei*hring  for  the  contingency  of  a new  trial.  Thu 
the  sacred  rules  of  justice  and  equity  by  a faithful  j might  be  remedied  !iy  enac'ing  that  rules  or  com- 
obser'T.ince  of  all  public  engagements;  to  know  that ; missions  might  issue,  .and  that  the  testimony  thu  s 
tiie  foundation  of  our  nation.al  policy  is  laid  in  the  j p,  ocured  shall  he  as  admissible  uoou  any  subse- 
pure  ami  immutable  principles  i.f  private  morality;  j quent  tri.al,  as  if  the  cause  were  pending  for  trial 

I l trvii  «:i»rk  r\  . r»  f K la  • o C t /\r*  lO  icct1«a/l 


when  with  proud  recollec'viou  wc  Cau  view  the  emi 
nent  height  we  have  attained  from  t!ie  operation  of 
our  laws  and  institutions;  to  know  my  nativestate  to 
he  attached  ton  government  which  practically  has 
exeiuplltied  those  Invaluable  attributes  wdiich  se- 
cure to  it  our  constancy  and  devotion  and  enrn- 
ntands  the  respect  cf  the  world;  and  to  know  Penn- 
sylvania to  be  eminen'ly  distinguished  for  her  pub 
lie  and  private  virtue.«: — I .say,  at  this  auspicious 
moment,  with  this  knowledge  .and  the  radonal  pleas 
ing  anticipations  of  future  lasting  happiness  for  our 
beloved  country,  to  retire  from  the  aranovs  duties 
of  office,  is  to  me  the  highest  gratification;  ami 
with  sincere  and  lively  gratitude  to  Almighty  God, 
our  great  protector,  and  with  most  li early  congra- 
tulations, I felicitate  you,  gentlemen,  and  our  con- 
stituents, on  our  present  hapjilntss  and  glorious 
prospect. s. 

But  as  we  know  that  all  governments  have  dege- 
nerated, and  that  abuse  of  power  i«  ever  consequent 
to  degeneracy;  therefore,  whilst  we  happily  know 
that  reason,  rather  than  liabit,  is  tlie  governing 
principle  widi  our  citizens,  and  whilst  we  yet  liav. 
fair  claims  to  superior  political  purity,  let  us,  bv 
promoting  virtue  and  knowledge  guard  against  all 
violent  political  concussioi.s  and  those  revolutions 
tlmtai-Lse  from  necessity, wliich  when  real,  supersede 
ail  law  and  level  all  di'siinctio.ns.-  let  us  in  tiie  dis- 
charge of  official  and  private  duty,  eveV  recollect 
that  more  is  not  possessed  th;ai  a right  to  perform 
lawful  actions;  tliat  w’e  cannot  be  vested  with  autho- 
rity to  command  what  is  contrary  to  the  cardinal 
virtue,  justice;  nor  with  the  right  to  proscribe  our 
feilov.  -citizens  for  an  honest  diversity  of  opinion  on 
questions  of  policy. — Thus,  if  founded  cm  that  de- 
cree of  heaven  which  willed  man  free,  and  in  those 
immutable  rights  dediicible  from  it,  our  law^  will 
ever  foster  the  inclination  which  the  PeniiKjlvania 
niturally  feels  to  be  obedient;  and,  clothed  with  the 
Vi  nerable.liabit  of  ancestral  sanction,  they  will  de 
scaud  to  and  command  the  love  and  veneration  of 
the  !a  est  posterity. 

llegarding  the  impartial  administration  of  justice 
of  primary  importance,  the  legislature  has  recently 
in  various  laws  been  attempting  to  secure  it  frorii 
every  danger.  The  extension  of  peremptory  chal- 
lenges on  the  trial  of  causes  civil  and  criminal,  ihe 
permanent  provision  for  the  decision  of  those  caus- 
es iu  which  the  president  of  a court  may  have  been 
ot  counsel,  or  may  be  personally  interested,  liave 
been  found  of  beneficial  tendency.  Extending  the 
riglit  of  challenge  yet  farther,  enactingthat  where 


counties  are  interested,  the  cause  may  under  pro- j qualified  for  the  task,  w ill  I tr' 
per  regulations  be  tried  in  a cbntiguous  county,' tured  tliat  interesting  subject, 


where  the  rule  or  commission  is  issued. 

Wiiether  attichmeuts  to  compel  the  attend  nee 
of  wii nesses  ma^  run  to  any  part  of  the  state — 
wiiether  u tender  of  expenses  should  he  proved 
before  they  issue — wiiether  depositions  should  not 
be  taken  in  criminal  as  well  as  civil  cases,  might 
also  be  [iroper  qiiestions  for  statutory  regulation. 

C^usirlering  the  usage  of  non-suits  fit  i»ar  as  af- 
fording an  unfair  adv.iutage  to  plaintifrs,  it  w'rs  re- 
stvicted  by  an  act  of  tlie  legislature.  T'le  exiiosl- 
iou  however  of  'his  law  by  our  courts  does  not  pro- 
hibit the  plaintiff  from  t.iking  a non-suit  after  a full 
trial,  unless  the  jury  h-ive  deliberated,  or  received 
he  charge  of  the  court;  thus  'die  plainiiff  when  fair- 
V defeated  may  retire  in  cafsiy  and  renew  the  attack 
at  pleasure,  while  the  defeudimL  is  disabled  from 
avoiding  the  destructive  effVet  of  a verdict.  Ti.is 
uequality  works  injustice,  and  requir; s further  in- 
lerposilion 

More  than  twenty-five  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  adoption  of  any  general  s}Stem  of  prrctice 

by  our  (xuirts. So  great  have  since  been  the 

changes  in  our  laws  and  so  important  have  been 
die  judicial  deci.sions,  that  it  is  wonderful  a sub- 
ject so  operative  iu  tlie  speedy  administration  of 
justice  has  obtained  no  consideration.  To  obtain 
•ip.iformity,  I would  reccommeud  statutory  provi- 
sion. 

Imongst  the  vices  that  in  a great  measure  go  un- 
punished  in  Pennsylvania,  is  the  conveying  away 
by  deed,  estates  with  fraudulent  views,  and  tf  e ac- 
quistiun  of  property  without  any  inleation  of  paying 
therefor.  To  guard  against  the  frequency  of  ;he 
lirst,  1 would  suggest  die  authorising  of  our  courts 
uf  ju.svice,  wliere  circumstances  are  sulHcicntiy' 
strong  to  raise  a proha’ole  presumption  of  fraud, 
to  throw  the  burden  of  proof  of  consideration  f r 
the  estate  granted,  upon  the  grantee.  And  as  to 
the  latter  description  of  immoraiiiie',  I cannot,  on 
(Tioral  principles,  distinguish  between  l.im  who 
with  fair  appearances  has  got  into  credit  on  purpose 
to  rob,  and  him  who  borro-ws  my  horse  for  a d y 
with  the  uitention  never  to  return  him,  and  o 
if  detected  after  the  fraud  is  punished  as  a felon. 

Anxious  to  see  perfected  in  Pennsylvania  what 
iias  for  a century  engaged  the  attention  of  ti:e- 
pliilanLnropists  of  the  old  world,  I would  ome 
more  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  c 

minal  j.irispviidcnce  generally. The  report  of 

the  attorney  general  made  some  years  since  at 
tiie  instance  of  the  government,  and  recent  e^sais 
by  members  of  the  general  assembly  eminently 
‘ “ trust  so  far  have  ma- 
that,  from  your 
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hands,  our  constituents  may  confidently  anticipate 
a system  more  perfectly  guarding  against  outrage 
t.lie  person  and  property  of  the  good  citizen;  gra- 
duating the  scale  of  crimes  and  punishments  by 
the  rules  of  right  x'eason,  when  at  the  same  time 
it  shall  secure  to  the  accused  a speedy  impartial 
trial,  and  be  altogether  congenial  with  the  benevo- 
lent spirit  of  the  age 

In  the  annual  communications  of  tlie  executive 
to  the  general  assembly,  a standing  theme  has  been 
afiTorded  by  the  nil-important  subject  of  education. 
Much  has  been  said,  nothing  efi'ectual  has  been 
done,  and  the  situation  of  it  is  still  such  as  to  be 
much  regretted.  To  expatiate  upon  the  utility  of 
a general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  would  be  as  idle 
as  the  mesns  of  effecting  it  appear  to  be  embarras- 
sing. The  fact  however  is  palpable,  that  science 
and  intellectual  improvement  are  far  behind  the 
progress  of  v.'ealth  and  population.  Another  year 
has  confirmed  me  in  ihe  opinion  expressed  to  the 
last  legislature,  that  much  good  could  be  .attained 
tlirough  .superior  instructors.  Believing  that  these 
may  be  acqiilred  in  a very  simple  manner,  I presume 
again  to  recommend  tliat  some  mode  be  prescribed 
by  law  for  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  those 
wh.o  offer  to  ins  rust  youth.  That  such  as  are  ap- 
proved, and  who  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  for 
which  they  may  have  engaged  to  teach,  produce  a 
favorable  report  of  the  conduct  and  progress  of 
the  school,  by  a committee  to  be  for  that  purpose 
appoiiited  in  each  county,  shall  receive  out  of  the 
state  treasnry  a small  salary  in  addition  to  indivi- 
dual subscription.  This  I hesitate  not  to  say  would 
be  the  means  of  banisliing  ignorance  and  negligence 
trom  presiding  over  the  education  of  children,  and 
prevent  that  deplorably  useless  consumption  of 
time,  that  exhibition  of  idleness  and  demoralizing 
habits,  so  commonly  prevalent  at  our  country 
schools. 

In  the  same  communication  I submitted  also  a 
plan  for  rendermg  more  energetic  and  efficient  our 
militia  force.  Impressed  with  the  great  importance 
of  this  subject,  yet,  having  nothing  new  to  offer  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  the  legislature  to  that  communi- 
cation; likewise  to  a reitei-ation  of  a wish  that  se- 
duction be  punished  as  a criminal  offence.  That 
regulations  be  made  corrective  of  abuses  under 
our  insolvent  laws,  and  under  the  law  relative 
lo  mortgages;  amendments  of  the  law  generally 
called  the  hundred  dollar  act:  an  interposition 
on  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  and  unprotected  wife 
and  children  of  the  confirmed  drunkard;  and  the 
useless  multiplication  of  oaths  and  the  irreverence 

with  which  they  are  administered These  sub 

jects,  because  of  the  inultipllciiy  of  (perhaps)  more 
i nporUnt  business,  were  then  passed  over;  but 
dterfting  them  of  some  import.ance  to  the  conamu 
ity,  I recommend  them  to  your  consideration. 

Tiie  accompanying-  documents  upon  the  subject 
will  shew  that  the  thanks  of  the  commonwealth  to 
cfiptain  Charles  Stewart  of  the  navy,  for  his  distin- 
guished  bravery  and  skill  in  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  United  States  frigate  Constitution  and 
the  BrilLsh  ships  of  war  Cyane  and  Levant,  were 
presented  to  that  gnlUvnt  officer  by  general  William 
X)uncan,  as  directed  by  a resolution  of  the  lust  le- 
gislature, together  with  an  appropriate  sword,  or- 
dered by  the  same  resolution  as  an  additional  to- 
ken of  approb;ition  by  Ids  fellov/  citizens  of  Penn- 

Ivania. 

'iTi*e  obstacles  to  a presentation  of  medals  to 
.ifommodore  Perry  and  his  brave  associates,  men- 
fened  sn  my  fit-sl  oonimunlcaiion  to  the  last  legisla- 


ture, have  been  obviated.  The  dies  I ave  been  sunk 
by  an  approved  artist,  and  the  medals  would  be- 
fore this  time  have  been  presented  if  the  striking 
of  them  hud  not  been  prevented  iu  conseijuepce  (;f 
llie  imperfection  of  the  machinery  in  the  United 
States  mint,  which  alone  v.'as  <;f  power  adequate 
to  the  execution  of  them.  But  I have  assurance 
that  this  obstacle  will  iu  a short  lime  be  also  sur- 
mounted. 

The  legislature  of  Louisana,  duly  appreciating 
the  libt'.al  donation  by  our  last  general  assembly 
towai'ds  the  endowment  of  an  hospital  erecting  at 
New  Orleans,  have  p.issed  a law  containing  the. 
provisions  prescribed  in  the  act  of  t’nis  state;  .a  co- 
py whereof  and  other  documents,  together  with  a 
plan  of  the  building,  and  copies  of  a correspon- 
dence on  the  subject,  is  herewith  laid  before  you. 

A considerable  number  of  muskets  and  a large, 
quantity  of  camp  equipments  and  souie  oi-dnance, 
have  been  collected  and  are  now  safely  deposited 
in  the  arsenal  at  this  place,  as  directed  by  iaw.  A 
small  appropriation  tn^y  be  necessary  lo  furnish  the 
requisite  tools  and  furniture  for  the  work  shops, 
to  enable  the  armorer  to  put  and  keep  in  repair- 
such  of  the  arms  a.s  *.vere  injured  during  the  bate 
war.  The  adjutiint  general  w-ill  in  due  time  report, 
generally  upon  the  state  of  our  militia,  and  upon 
the  military  property  belonging  to  the  state.  I 
add  as  well  an  extract  of  a letter  to  the  executive 
from  William  Clark,  the  contractor  for  erecting 
the  arsenal  at  Meadville,  givingan  account  of  tl.-e 
progress  of  that  buildin.g,  and  asking  an  adalitionrd 
appropriation,  as  an  extract  of  a letter  from  the  prir- 
cipai  of  the  ordnance  department,  proposing  lo  de- 
liver, if  the  state  sl'.ould  prefer  it,  ariiilcry  and 
equipments,  in  lieu  of  a part  of  the  small  arms  ta 
which  we  are  entitled,  under  the  act  of  congress 
for  arming  the  whole  militia  of  the  Un.ited  Sta  es, 

Under  a law  of  the  last  legislature,  Robert  Brook 
and  Charles  Treziyulney,  gentlemen  of  science  and 
acknowledged  practical  ski!!,  were  appointed  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May  last  to  vie  w and  ex- 
amine the  route  of  the  contemplated  canal  to  con- 
nect tl.e  waters  of  the  Seneca  lake  with  the  X’ioga 
river.  These  commissioners  proceeded  to  execute 
the  trust,  but  not  yet  having  returned,  more  cannot 
be  said  upon  this  interesting  subject,  tlian  that 
their  report  as  soon  as  received  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore the  legislature.  A correspondence  with  the 
governor  of  \ew  York  is  now  submitted. 

Notiiing  has  yet  resulted  for  submts.sion  to  the 
legislature,  from  the  commission  constituted  by 
law  in  conjunction  with  the  slate  of  New  Jersey, 
for  adjusting  the  controversy  that  has  arisen  be- 
tween that  state  and  Pennsylvania,  in  consequence 
of  obstruciions  to  the  navigation  in  t!:e  Deluw:ire, 
said  to  have  been  created  under  a law  of  New 
Jersey. 

From  applications  made  to  the  land, office  for 
patents,  it  has  been  discovered,  that  the  late  JoIiq 
Nicolson,  deceased,  is  interested  in  large  bodies 
of  lands  which  remained  concealed  from  the  com- 
missioners, who  procured  for  tlie  slate  b}  compro- 
mlse  and  sale  of  such  part  of  his  estate  as  became 
known  to  them,  payment  on  account  of  her  lien 
upon  his  estate.  That  commission  having  ceased 
and  the  accounts  of  the  commissioners  haying  clos- 
ed, there  is  not  vested  in  any  one,  authority  to  be- 
nefit the  state  by  the  di.scovery.  In  order  to  secure 
payment  of  a large  debt  yet  due  the  commonwealth, 
I recommend  the  enactment  of  a law  on  sinuiej 
principles  with  the  one  under  which  the  late  coa^* 
missioners  acted- 
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The  c O'  panyi  ^ fina'o  .1  j-  by  bo  i"<\i 
tor  . ci’.er.tl,  the  hiudable  appro 

pri...  on  a ul  iiben'l  ox  Jfiuli  ure  nt' public  U’easur' 
in  ai  i of  road-,  brid  'Cs  and  otlier  p-ihlic  improve 
nien'>,  pn-'  ' *s  an  >i  :f  vp' mU-d  bal  •’  c.e  in  'hf  irea- 
su"v  o.>  tiie  Isi  day  pf  N)v.  last  ofSl60,l99  09  — 

A sjn.dl  sum  is  fo".vd  to  have  been  expeud.nl  in  pro 
vi<l;  more  ui'erials  for  t!\e  inte  (led  state  c >pi 
tol  Possessing  a ople  means,  t!ie  adoption  of  a plan 
f.  r ,.i  e buildii'i}'  seejns  to  be  the  only  obstarle  to  an 
irrun-diave  pnvu  c iiio:i  oftl'.is  lug-hly  desb't'ble  ami 
nec(ssary  (vork.  'fnis  unexpended  balance  and  tlic 
an’icipa  ed  1 crease  of  funds,  will  allow  free  scope 
fo  - tile  eniarg’C'd  views  entertained  by  our  consdtu 
e:i  s for  tlie  iinproveiiient  of  the  state. 

Ilavit'.;.^  discharj^ed  as  well  the  constitutional  in- 
j'.toction  as  lljose  duties  assi  j'ned  by  law,  and  re- 
commended wliat  in  my  judipnent  would  promote 
the  public  weal;  it  remains  for  me  to  add,  that  it 
li'is  even  given  me  the  pnresi  pleasure  to  co-operaie 
with  the  general  assembly  in  such  measures  as  were 
Calculated  to  perpetuate  tlie  happiness  of  onr  con- 
stituents: that  i:t  tlie  discharge  of  the  executive 
functions,  £ was  ever  solicitous  to  collect  my  duty 
from  a just  appreciation  of  every  circumstance  by 
w:.ich  it  might  be  affected.  I heard  with  attention, 
and  end'^avored  to  decide  with  integrity.  I had  a 
v.'is!i,  it  is  true,  to  regard  the  public  voice,  and  I 
confV.ss  myself  to  have  been  ambitious  to  conciliate 
and  enjoy  the  public  confidence.  But  I could  never 
ub.mdon  the  superior  claims  of  self  ..pprobation  and 
con.scious  reedtude.  Satisfied  on  these  points, 
(and  ever  aware  t!i.at  in  the  performance  of  execu- 
tive duties  by  a mere  practical  man,  it  is  difficult 
if  iiot  impossible  to  avoid  error)  I have  ever  acted 
without  in  the  least  reg.Hi’ding  what  the  wolrd  might 
say  about  it;  and  those  that  know  me  best  can  bear 
witness,  that  I have  borne  with  patience  the  conse 
quences  which  to  me,  have  casually  resulted  from 
them.  For  the  errors  I may  have  comniitted,  I am 
consoled  with  the  reflection  that  perhaps  no  import- 
ant good  was  ever  altogether  free  from  alloy,  and 
that  my  fellow-citizens  will,  I trust,  charitably  find 
a palliation  in  the  motive  which  at  any  lime  may 
have  misled  me. 

Tiie  confidence  and  support  which  I have  experi- 
enced from  my  fellow  citizens,  for  the  greater  por- 
tion of  an  active  life,  has  impressed  my  mind  witli 
deep  and  lasting  gratitude.  A consciousness  of  hav- 
ing with  diligence  and  fidelity  endeavoured  to  dis- 
clurge  the  duties  which  a partial  public  has  on  va- 
rious occasions  assigned  me,  and  of  tlie  liberality 
which  has  been  evinced  towards  me  by  a succes- 
sion of  Legislatures  during  an  arduous  administra- 
tion, heigh  tens  the  satisfaction  I have  in  surrender- 
ing it  to  an  able  successor.  And  whilst  I bid  you, 
and  my  fellow-citizens  generally,  an  affectionate 
farewell,  I implore  for  my  country  the  blessings  of 
^1  wise  and  superintending  Providence. 

SIMON  SNYDFR. 

Harrisburg y 5th  Dr^cembrr,  1817. 


Legislature  of  South  Carolina. 

GOVLRXOR’.S  MESSAGE. 

On  the  25th  ult.  his  excellency  the  governor  made 
the  following  communication  to  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  by  the  secre- 
tary of  Slate. 

Jifr.  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the 

house  of  representatives. 

We  have  again  met,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  affairs  of  the  state,  and  to 


si!c:-  jneas'jres  a‘'  our  best  judgment  may 
dictate,  and  as  the  public  good  may  n quire. 

Alt.iougl)  we  have  to  deplore  the  affictive  dispen'- 
satioi»s  of  Piovi'lencp,  in  visiting  us,  during  tl.e 
last  st'aso”:.  wiili  more  than  our  usual  portion  of 
sickness,  which  has  deprived  us  of  some  of  our 
best  friends  and  most  distingnished  citizens,  jet 
we  h.ave  great  cause  of  gratitude  to  heaven  and  of 
congratulation  to  each  other,  in  being  blessed  with 
a return  of  health  and  an  sibundant  harvest  of  those 
products  which  are  of  primary  inr»port;.nce,  in  pro- 
cunng  the  comforts  atid  securing  the  felicities  of 
life,  'fo  answer  the  expectations  of  our  constltu- 
eiiLS,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  confidence  and 
unanimity  should  prevail  in  your  deliberatmns,  and 
iliat  all  party  feelings  and  local  jealousies  should 
be  merged  in  a generous  love  of  country  and  an  at-' 
tachment  to  our  republican  institutions. 

I have  tlie  honor  to  lay  before  the  1 egislaitire,  re- 
solutions marked  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  New  .Icrsey,  Norlb-Carolina,  and 
.K^entucky,  recommending  cer*:ain  amendments  to 
the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  for  your  con- 
sider.ati  on. 

By  an  act  of  your  last  session,  it  was  made  my 
duly  to  appoint  commissioners  to  survey  and  lay 
out  the  lands  winch  were  purchased  by  the  state 
of  .‘>)ulh  Carolina,  from  the  Cherokee  Indians,  into 
such  tracts  as  were  prescribed  by  law— I have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  work  has  been 
completed,  and  that  I will,  at  an  early  day,  lay  be- 
fore  the  legislature  such  documents  as  will  give 
every  information,  and  I hope  satisfaction,  upon  tliis 
subject. 

1 was  also  directed  by  your  resolution  to  employ 
surveyors  to  survey  and  make  maps  of  tlie  resjjec- 
tive  judicial  districts  throughout  the  state,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  accurate  general  map  of 
the  state.  To  carry  into  efiect  the  intention  of  the 
legislature,  I have  spared  no  exertion,  on  my  part, 
and  have  visited  every  district,  hoping  that  by  this 
means  I would  be  able,  the  more  readily,  to  employ 
the  persons  best  qualified  to  perform  this  important 
service.  In  this  object  1 liope  I have  generally- 
succeeded;  but  may  have  employed  some,  from  ne- 
ccssity,  who  may  not  perform  their  engagementa 
well.  This  however  will  be  tlieir  own  loss,  as  it  is 
only  upon  the  full  and  faithful  performance  of  their 
contracts,  that  they  are  to  expect  payment.  'I'liis 
decision  must,  necessarily,  rest  wivh  the  members 
of  the  legislature,  before  appropriations  are  made 
for  paying  the  contracts  which  I have  entered  into, 
in  obedience  to  their  resolution.  There  arc  yet,  a 
few  of  tlie  districts  for  which  I have  not  been  able 
to  employ  surveyors.  I flatter  myself,  that  I will 
liuve  the  pleasure  to  lay  before  you,  during  your 
present  session,  some  of  the  maps,  ibr  your  inspec- 
tion and  approbation. 

In  December  last,  ypu  passed  an  act  prohibiting, 
under  the  severest  penalties,  the  introduction  iiit® 
this  state,  any  slave,  from  any  other  state  or  terri- 
tory, to  remain  here,  under  any  circumstances 
whatever.  As  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  this 
state,  depends  so  much  upon  persons  of  this  de- 
scription, it  is  believed  that  the  general  interest 
loudly  calls  for  some  alteration  or  modification  of 
this  law.  As  the  law  now  is,  persons,  who  wish  to 
become  residents  among  u.s,  are  prevented  from 
bringing  with  tliem  their  slaves,  to  whom  they  are 
attaclied,  not  only  because  they  are  instruments  of 
wealth  and  comfort,  but  often  because  they  have 
descended  to  them  from  revered  and  respectable 
ancestors. — Our  own  citizens,  under  the  existing 
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Statute,  are  unable  to  bring’  into  the  state  slaves 
v'hicli  they  may  be  entitled  to,  by  marriag-e,  inheri- 
tance or  devise,  are  obliged  either  to  sacrifice  them 
and  leave  tiieir  lands  uncultivated,  or  remove  wltli 
t!ieir  cliara’Jter,  usefulness,  entCrp’  ize  and  wealth, 
to  add  to  the  respectability  and  resources  of  some 
©thC'  srtate  or  terrltory- 

That  there  should  be,  in  any  commercial  nation  a 
precise  value  fixed  by  law  to  any  article  of  com- 
merce Or  traffic,  winch  Is  to  remain  witliout  altera- 
tion, wliile  tlie  value  of  every  thing  else  is  changed 
by  circumstances,  is  certainly  exti-aordinary,  as  it 
is  clearly  impolitic  and  unjust.  Of  this  character 
is  the  law  regulating  the  rate  of  interest  which  is 
to  be  taken  for  the  use  of  money.  From  the  great 
profits  arls'ing  from  capital,  well  emploped,  in  agri- 
culture, commerce  or  trade,  there  will  be  but  few 
money  lenders,  and  the  unfortunate  and  necessitous 
will  be  induced,  too  often,  to  comply  wllli  terms 
which  are  intended  to  insure  against  the  hazard 
and  infamy  of  detection.  It  is  believed  that  laws 
appointing  the  rate  of  interest,  for  the  use  of  mo 
wey,  increase  the  evil  which  they  are  intended  to 
remedy,  and  that  therefore  they  demand  the  atten 
Ion  of  the  legislature. 

t That  the  truth  c-innot  be  given  in  evidence,  in 
prosecutions  for  libel,  as  the  law  now  is,  would 
seem  to  be  a violation  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  justice,  as  there  can  be  no  good  reason  why 
the  truth,  in  most  cases,  .should  not  be  sufficient 
iustlfication,  whether  written  or  spoken.  It  must, 
however,  be  admitted  that  there  are  many  cases 
where  the  truth  ought  not  to  be  published,  as  it 
could  not  tend  to  any  good  and  could  only  proceed 
from  a wanton  desire  to  stigmatise  and  injure;  but 
in  prosecutions  for  the  publication  of  all  public 
documents,  or  any  publication  touching  the  cha- 
racter and  conduct  of  any  in  public  confidence  or 
trust,  or  who  do,  in  our  popular  government,  as- 
pire to  public  office,  the  truth  should  be  allowed 
in  justification,  as  this  is  necessary  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  people,  from  whom  all  power  does 
ought  to  emanate. 

I?y  the  law  providing  for  the  establishment  of 
fl-ee  schools,  throughout  this  state,  the  provisions 
for  the  education  of  children  are  not  sufficiently 
pi*ecise,  and  as  it  was  anticipated,  abuses  have 
crept  in  which  demand  the  interference  of  the  le- 
gislature. It  is  desirable  that  this  law,  which  af- 
fords such  strong  evidence  of  the  liberality  and 
phil.anthropy  of  the  state,  should  be  made  as  perfect 
at  possible. 

That  the  poor  should  be  liberally  provided  for, 
by  law,  will  not  be  questioned  by  any  one;  but  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  the  line  of  distinction,  be- 
tween the  indolent  and  dissipated  and  the  poor, 
should  be  strongly  marked.  In  some  districts,  the 
provision  made  for  the  poor,  has  within  a few  years 
augmented  threefold,  without  any  visible  increase 
in  the  number  of  those  who  are  real  objects  of  cha- 
rity. This  circumstance  must  arise  either  from 
some  defect  in  the  law  or  from  the  mal-administra- 
tion  of  it.  A revision  of  our  poor  laws,  is  earnestly 
recommended,  and  it  is  believed  that  much  altera- 
tion will  be  found  necessary. 

To  facilitate  intercourse  between  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  state  and  with  our  sister  states,  and  to 
lessen  the  inconvenience  and  expense  to  the  farmer 
And  planter,  in  transporting  to  market  the  rewards 
of  their  industry,  it  is  desirable  that  the  roads  in 
most  parts  of  the  state  should  be  more  attended  to. 
T!ie  face  of  our  country  is  very  favorable  to  the 
improvement  of  our  roads,  and  nothing  but  the  most 


culpable  neglect  can  account  for  their  present  bad 
condition.  The  principal  causes  of  our  bad  roads, 
are  the  great  and  unnecessary  multiplication  in 
some  districts,  of  roads  which  have  been  made,  by 
the  commissioners,  public  roads:  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient responsibility  in  the  commissioners  jr  some 
districts,  there  not  being  a sufficient  number  of 
them  to  attend  to  their  duties,  and  too  often  ihei” 
total  ignorance  of  their  duties  and  powers.  I would 
recommend  tliat  ,a  law  be  passed  embracing  such 
provisions  as  may  be  thought  pi-oper,  'tpon  l!ie  sub- 
ject, and  that  all  formev  laws,  relating  to  roads,  bt 
repealed. 

I regret  to  state  that  the  public  buildings,  viz. 
court  houses  and  jails,  are  very  much  neglect'^d, 
and  tliat  the  officers  under  whose  cure  they  cer- 
tainly are,  in  some  districts,  have  been  guilty  of 
the  most  shameful  dereliction  of  duty  in  leaving 
them  open  to  every  exposure.  This  subject  de- 
mands some  attention  for  tlie  credit  and  interest  oi* 
the  state. 

It  is  liigMy  important,  that  every  proper  restric- 
tion sliould  be  imposed  upon  habits  and  vices,  whicli 
are  calculated  to  destroy  that  virtue  upon  which 
our  republican  institutions  must  ultimately  depend. 
The  legislature  has  done  much  by  its  munificent 
endowment  of  a college,  and  its  provisions  for  free 
schools,  for  the  education  of  our  youth;  but  without 
good  morals  they  will  not  be  useful  ciuz.ms.  Eve- 
ry legal  impediment  which  can  be  thrown  in  the 
way,  to  prevent  bad  habits  in  youth,  would  ke  some- 
thing in  favor  of  virtue.  I would  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  passing  some  law  to  prevent 
the  habitual  drunkard  from  exhibiting  in  public, 
the  odious  vice  of  drunkenness,  and  by  its  frequen- 
cy rendering  it  less  detestable,  and  to  restrain  him 
from  wasting  his  property  an  J thereby  bringing  his 
family,  for  whom  he  is  bound  to  provide  by  the 
strongest  obligations,  to  want  and  wretchedness.— ^ 
As  auxiliary  to  tins  end  I would  recommend  that 
all  accounts  or  contracts,  for  ardent  spirits,  by  re- 
tail, sliould  not  be  recoverable  by  law. 

There  being  .a  number  of  the  copies  of  Brevard's 
Dige.sts  of  our  statutes  now  remaining  subject  to  the 
distribution  of  the  legislature,  I would  recommend 
that  those  copies  be  presented  to  each  state,  one 
for  the  use  of  each  branch  of  the  legislature,  and 
one  for  its  executive.  It  is  also  recommended  that 
three  copies  of  our  laws,  passed  at  each  session  of 
the  legislature,  be  transmitted  to  the  executive  of 
each  state  for  the  same  iKi.-poses,  and  that  an  inter- 
change of  laws  be  requested. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  the  good  effects  of  the 
liberality  legislature,  in  furnishing  the  offi- 

cers of  the  militia  with  books  of  instruction,  ;^re  be- 
ginning to  be  seen,  by  their  gradual  and  progressive 
improvement.  It  is,  however,  thought  advisable, 
that  the  law,  appointing  brigade  encampments  of 
the  officers,  from  the  serious  inconvenience,  ex- 
pense and  difficulties  occasioned  thereby,  be  re- 
pealed. 

The  interests  of  agriculture,  which  are  of  pri- 
mary  importance  in  every  country,  and  particularly 
to  the  citizens  of  this  state,  whose  great  staple  com- 
modities make  so  considerable  a part  of  our  nation- 
al exports,  demand  that  much  should  be  done  by  a 
liberal  and  enlightened  legislature,  for  the  internal 
improvement  of  our  country;  in  improving  our 
roads,  opening  canals,  and  making  our  rivers  navi- 
gable. The  most  liberal  appropriations  for  these 
purposes,  if  judiciously  applied,  would  be  lending 
upon  usury,  only,  to  receive  the  most  ample  and 
grateful  returns.  The  present  lime  is  the  most  con- 
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Kpicnous  for  such  undertakings, -us  there  is  in  thejproposed  and  thcMncuns  of  cfiectint^  it  lire  subjects 
treasury  a large  sum  unappropriated,  vdiich  could  j which  should  be  examined--of  tlie  propriety  of  the 

ous 

subject  will  receive  — . . . . 

artce  merits;  and  that  the  legislature  will  do  some-: It  is  true  it  must  be  a work  ot  time,  hence  the  iie- 


be  applied  to  no  object  more  useful  or  advantage-  measure,  no  rational  mind  friendly  to  liberty  can 
ous  to  the  state.  It  is  confidcutly  hoped  that  lliisldonbt;  and  that  we  possess  the  means,  if  earnestly 
subiect  will  receive  that  aUcntion  Vhicli  its  impori- [disposed  to  effect  the  object,  I have  as  little  doubt. 


diich'will  be  considered  the  commencement  cessily  of  commencing  it. 


of  a general  .system  for  internal  iiBproveiiier.is. 
Very  respect  hilly,  &c. 

ANDIIEW  PICKENS. 


The  great  difriculty  of  procuring  teachers  whose 
moral  character  and  other  qualifications  fit  them 
to  enlighten  the  minds,  and  shape  the  morals  of 
jlhe  rising  generation,  even  wlien  suitable  com- 
pensation can  be  made,  is  evident.  Indeed  it  but 
too  often  happens  that  persoi  s of  the  most  profli- 
gate morals  and  the  least  quHlified  seek  this  employ 
ment,  as  a cover  for  idleness.  It  cannot  be  expected 
iliat  any  thing  good  can  proceed  from  so  corrupt  a 
source.  In  the  formation  cf  a superstructure  tiie 
foundation  must  be  solid,  to  make  it  lasting  and 
useful  If  we  expect  of  our  youth  “religion,  morality 
;md  knowledge,”  suitable  teachers  must  be  eiTi])lov- 
etl  to  produce  this  effect.  With  a view  to  aid  iu 
effecting  this  desirable  object,  I recommend  to  the 


Legislature  of  Ohio. 

(iOVERXOU’S  MESSAGE. 

GcHilerncn  of  the  senate,  and 

house  of  rep)  esentndves, 

Xo  extraordinary  occurrence  has  taken  place 
gince  the  last  session  of  tlie  legislature.  We  have 
a contimtaiion  of  peace  on  all  our  borderg,  with  a 
time  of  general  health  trhoughout  the  state.  The 
earth  has  been  uncommonly  fruitful  tJic  last  sc;; 
son,  and  be.sides  supplying  our  own  wants,  jeonsideration  of  the  general  assembly  the  propriety 
leave  a large  surplus  for  epportaoon.  1^^  establishing  at  the  seat  of  government  a free 

It  is  both  our  duty  and  interest  to  submit  wuh  I which  shall  he  tauglit  the  diflerent. 
cheerfulness  under  the  tVispensations  ot  -^Itnighty  an  English  education  at  tlie  expense 

God,  in  troubles  and  afnictios’;— but  when  we  are , j.-  state,  to  such  number  of  boys,  the  children 
made  the  sjiecial  objects  o>  favor  and  k‘*tdness  unable  to  educate  them,  and  no  other®, ^ 

— when  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  very  best  and  most  legislature  may  deem  proper.  That  \vheir» 

free  government  on  earth,  are  added  the  blessings  j young  men  thus  educated  shall  become 
of  health,  peace  and  plenty, our  most  sincere  thanks,  purpose,  they  shall  when  proper 

our  most  grateful  acknowledgements  are  due  to  the  I are  furnished  Uiem,  liave  the  preference 

bountiful  giver  of  every  good  gift.  I j employment  in  the  public  schools  of  tiie  state, 

AVhilst  in  the  enjoyment  of  these  extraorc.inary  obliged  to  serve  as  teachers  of  .®chools 

blessings  yve  should  not  forget  that  yve  are  account- j j tyvehty  one  years  of  age,  and  afier^ 

able  for  their  abuse,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  |'sc|v/ards  so  long  as  they  conduct  themselves  yrell, 
all  the  means  in  our  power  to  perpetuate  the  preference  of  employment.  The  yvhole 

sings  of  a free  government  to  ‘^“ose  yv.io  may  comej^^^,  under  such  regulations  as  the  legislature  may 

after  us.  1 his  is  the  duty  of  all,  but  raoie  espe-  time  to  time  adopt, 

ciullv  of  those  to  whom  the  people  delegate  the  ^ „ • , , ^ 

povv'tr  of  governmeHt.  * '“7?,  for. making 

With  a vieyv  to  the  fulfilment  of  tlie  duties  and  improving  ilie  public  higluvays.  Eiis  is  a sub- 
assigned me,  I shall  recopimeud  for  your  consider- great  importance  to  the  yvliole  community, 
ation  such  subjects  as  are  deemed  more  important  pariictiiarly  to  tlie  agnculUiral  interest.  Li 
for  the  promotion  of  this  great  object,  as  well  asi^*‘^  same  propcirtion  that  facilities  are  given  to  tlie 
the  present  comfort  and  convenience  of  our  felloiv-  transport  Ins  stu  piu.s  produce  to  maikey 

citizens. — And  first;  as  I consider  it  most  import- profits  increased.  And  vuthout  such  facili* 
ant,  I recommend  to  your  particular  attention,  labor  is  measurably  sunk  in  the  expense  ot 

education  of  the  rising  generation.  Without  in- 1 ti'ansportation.  1 hese  are  facts  so  self  evident,  as 
fiinnatiori  and  knowledge  tlie  blessings  of  a free  require  no  reasoning  to  prove  them, 
government  cannot  be  long  continued.  The  yviscst 
and  best  men  in  all  ages  have  agreed  on  this  im- 
portant point;  and  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  it, 
and  so  anxious  that  it  should  be  attended  to  were 


The  manner  of  repairing  t!.e  road.s,  in  my  opi- 
nion, is  evidently  defective.  'I'here  is  no  responsi- 
bility to  the  public  for  the  faithful  expenditure  of 
monies  iu  labor  applied  to  this  object.  And  so 
’ forefathers,  the  patriots  yvho,  under  providence,  I present  mode  of  appointing  and  paying 

:e  us  the  fair  Jierilage  we  enjoy,  that  in  the  supervisors  continue  it  appears  to  me,  no  bette 

efieet  will  be  produced.  I again  recommend  fa 


gave  us  me  rair  nenlage  we  enjoy 
instrument  yvhicii  contains  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  our  government;  for  our  admonition  they  have 
deciated,  that  “Religion  morality  and  knowledge 
being  necessary  to  good  government,  schools  and  the 
means  of  edutfaiion  shall  forever  be  encouiMged.” 

In  conformity  yvith  this  admirable  sentiment  yve 
have  received  from  the  United  States,  means  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  which  righly  used,  yvould 
go  great  lengths  toyvai’ds  the  general  difilision  of 
knoyy  ledge.  To  bring  these  means  with  others  if 
necessary  into  action,  to  devise,  organize  and  to 
put  into  practice  a system  of  education  for  the  rising 
generation,  yvhicli  yvill  disperse  ignorance  and  dlHust 
light  and  knoyviedge  throughout  the  state,  yvliilst 
it  would  be  one  amoag  tlie  greatest  benefits  which 
cduld  be  conferred  on  posterity,  would,  I am  per 
^aded,  gentlemen,  be  the  most  pleasing  duty  yov 


the  consideration  of  the  legislature  another  modt 
of  appointing  tiiem:  and,  that  each  supervisor  be 
charged  yvith  the  repair  of  a given  distance,  on  the 
principal  roads — that  he  be  furni.siied  yvith  the 
means — held  responsible  for  its  repair,  anil  becaid 
for  his  services. 

Every  community  has  its  general  and  local  ui^ 
terests;  and  they  arc  so  intimately  cojinected,  that 
if  the  one  be  neglected,  the  other  yviil  be  effreteC 
by  it.  This  remark  seems  to  be  fully  exempiifietS 
by  the  course  heretofore  adopted  by  the  legislature 
of  Ohio  relative  to  the  public  roads  of  the  state. 
Nothing  is  more  evident,  tiian  that  perrnatunt  l oads 
from  the  river  Ohio  to  the  Luke,  and  from  east  to 
west  through  the  state,  yvould  be  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  yvhole  stale — yet  the  funds  and  Ebcr 


cgji  perform.  Tfhe  propriety  o|‘  .state  kaye  to  local 
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P.nd  many  roads  opened  which  are  not  only  usele.ss 
but  burden.some.  If  the  money  and  labor  thus  lost 
to  the  community,  had  been  applied  to  the  con 
struction  of  permanent  roads  in  proper  directions, 
we  should  now  feel  the  good  eiTects  of  such  an  ex- 
genditure. 

With  this  view  of  this  important  subject,  T should 
»ot  discharge  my  duty  if  I did  not  again  recom- 
mend most  earnestly  to  your  consideration  tlie  pro- 
priety of  changing  the  matiner  of  appropriating  the 
three  per  cent,  fund  and  that  it, 'with  sucli  other 
funds  as  the  legislature  may  deem  proper,  be  ap- 
plied jointly,  with  the  funds  of  .such  individtials  as 
may  choose  to  vest  their  capital  in  turnpike  roads 
— in  constructing  such  permanent  roads  north  and 
south  and  east  .and  west  from  the  seat  of  govern 
inent,  as  may  be  deemed  proper — and  that  the 
profits  or  tolls  arising  to  the  st.ate  from  such  roads, 
he  applied  to  the  same  purpose  and  to  no  other  use 
whatever. 

As  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  every  com- 
munity should  rely  on  its  own  resotirces.  To  de 
pend  on  those  of  others,  when  by  the  exercise  Oi 
ecoiiomy  and  industry  we  have  the  means  of  sup- 
plying our  own  wants; — never  fails  to  produce  the 
worst  effects.  Since  the  late  war  tl^e  nation  has 
•been  inundated  with  the  manufactures  of  foreign 
oountries.  If  in  our  intercourse  with  other  natiotis 
we  could  on  our  part  give  in  exchange  such  articles 
as  we  can  grow  or  manufacture  most  advantageously, 
for  .such  others  as  our  comfort  and  convenience 
may  require; — such  a course  of  exchange  would 
operate  beneficially. — But  if  for  the  solid  products 
and  labor  of  tlie  cofmlry  exported,  ami  far  beyond 
it,  articles  of  luxury  and  superfluity  are  mtroiiuced 
into  the  country; — the  necessary  tendency  is  to  im- 
poverish and  weaken  it. 

In  a newly  settled  country  like  ours,  where 
agriculture  may  be  carried  on  to  so  much  advan- 
tage, and  where  labor  is  so  much  in  demand,  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  manufactures  can  be  car- 
ried on  generally  to  titesame  extent  and  advantage 
as  in  other  countries  long  settled  and  very  popu- 
lous; yet  experience  proves  that  manufacturing  in 
many  branches  is  canded  on  with  success  and  great 
adv.-*ntage  to  the  country,  and  what  we  do  manu- 
facture is  better  generally  than  that  which  we  im- 
port. Distant  as  this  state  is  from  the  seaboard- 
abounding  with  the  means  of  producing  most  of 
the  raw  materials  out  of  whicii  a great  proportion 
of  the  articles  whicli  either  our  convenience  or  com- 
fort requires,  can  be  manufactured.  And  when  we 
consider  further  tliat  whatever  is  manufactured 
among  ourselves,  i.s  free  of  the  expense  of  duty 
and  transportation,  it  is  our  duly  at  all  times,  but 
especially  at  the  present,  to  examine  our  own  re- 
sources .md  bring  them  into  action  and  use.  With 
tiiese  impressions  I consider  it  my  duty,  gentle- 
men to  cull  your  attention  to  tlds  important  subject, 
and  to  recommend  to  your  consideruiion  the  pro 
priety  of  giving  by  your  own  example  in  the  use  of 
the  mumifliCiured  ariicles  of  the  state,  and  by  such 
other  means  as  in  y.)ur  wisdom  you  may  deem  ex 
pedient,  the  pr  oper  encouragement  to  n»anufuctur 
ing  in  the  state. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembl) 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
president  of  the  United  .St.ites,  have,  it  is  said, 
concluded  a treaty  with  the  Indians  who  claimec' 
the  noPili  western  corner  of  the  state;  by  which  i. 
is  undersioo  ; that  nearly  all  the  lands  claimed  bj 
them  within  the  limits  of  Ohio  have  been  ceded 


! to  tl>e  United  St.ate.s.  So  soon  as  this  treaty  is 
ratified,  the  juri.sdiction  of  the  state  will  be  ex- 
tended .and  require  lej^islative  jirovisior.s;  a.s  tliere 

every  reason  to  believe  that  so  soon  as  ihis  land 
is  brought  into  market  it  will  be  settled  with  great 
rapidity. 

Tlie  constitution  of  the  state  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  fifteen  years;  and  most  of  its  general  pro- 
visions in  favor  of  equal  rights  and  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  a free  g'overnment,  are  such  as  we,  and  these 
wfio  come  after  us  I sincerely  hope,  will  alw.ays 
support.  Wlien  it  was  adopted  our  population  did 
not  exceed  eighty  thousand,  and  there  were  o:dy 
nine  counties.  'I'he  increase  of  the  population  since 
to  at  least  lialfa  mil. ion,  and  t’ne  cotinties  to  forty 
eight,  have  exceeded  all  calculal  ion;  and  experi- 
ence has  clearly  proved  that  some  of  i's  provlsifms, 
though  well  calcula.ted  for  apoptilalion  less  numer- 
ous, liave  become  burdensome  and  indeed  c.annot 
be  exectited,  in  consequence  of  our  great  inc*  ease 
of  population.  Neither  cun  it  be  disguised  from 
even  a common  observer  that  to  support  the  slate 
government  is  so  expensive  for  the  want  of  a cliange 
■:f  some  of  the  provisions  of  t!te  constitution,  as 
to  make  it  necessary  te  continue  urate  of  taxation, 
wiiich  is  not  only  be  coming  burdensome  to  us  ail, 
but  prevents  the  representatives  of  the  people  f -orn 
possessing  the  mean.s  of  making  internal  improve- 
ments and  adopting  otlier  regulations  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  stale. 

Believitig  as  I do.  that  witli  the  extension  of 
jurisdiction  and  iticreawe  of  population  wliich  will 
sliortly  t.-ike  place,  some  of  tlie  most  valuable  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  cannot  be  executed,  aiud 
that  by  a change  of  others  a saving  of  near  one  half 
of  the  present  expenses  may  be  made,  the  govern- 
ment be  belter  administered  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  good  people  of  the  state,  and  that  the  present 
is  the  most  favorable  time  for  makingthese  cliange.^; 

I should  not  discharge  the  solenln  convictions  of' 
duty  which  1 feel  if  I did  not  recommend  to  your 
consideration  the  propriety  of  taking  the  necessary 
steps  authorized  by  the  constitution,  to  enable  our 
fellow  citizens  to  decide  whether  in  their  opinion 
any  alterations  in  our  constitution  .are  necessary. 

The  fund  made  subject  to  my  control  by  tlie  lust 
general  assembly,  beside  paying  the  ordinary  de- 
mands upon  it  and  for  the  articles  mentioned  in  a 
resolution  of  the  legislature,  of  the  twenty  eighth  of 
.fanuary  1817,  lias  enabled  me  t'>  purchase  a small 
but  valuable  collection  of  books  which  are  intended 
(S  the  commencement  of  a library  for  the  state.— 
In  the  performance  of  this  act  I was  guided  hy 
what  1 conceived  the  best  interest  of  tlie  state,  by 
placing  within  the  reach  of  the  representatives  of 
tlie  people,  such  information  as  will  aid  them  in  the 
discliarge  of  the  important  duties  tliey  are  delegat- 
ed to  perfor.m. 

The  elevated  station  3*00  occupy,  gentlemen,  pre- 
sents to  }OU  a wide  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  la. 
lents,  patriotism  and  Indus  ry,  wliich  will  ba 
found  in  your  honorable  body,  ;-nd  I -.incerely  hope 
an  all  wise  Providence  will  direct  your  delUiera- 
tions,  and  that  they  ma}'  result  in  the  adoption  of 
sucli  measures  as  will  promote  tlie  best  interests  of 
our  fellow  citizens. 

There  are  other  matters  of  Importance  ivhioh  it 
is  my  duty  to  lay  before  you,  wjiich  shall  form  the 
subject  of  future  communications. 

T,  WORTHINGTON. 


Dec.  2d.  1817. 
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A mucti  respected  old  wlij^f  and  a steady  friend 
of  the  Weekly  Regis'eh,  has  given  the  editor  a 
«‘r.tp  over  the  k uckks,”  for  that  whicli  he  wrote 
about  tlie  “compensation  of  congress”  two  or  three 
weeks  ago.  The  article  shall  have  a place  in  the 
next  paper. 

One  of  the  articles  originally  designed  to  be  pub- 
lished in  this  work,  has  until  now  been  dela\  ed  by 
repeated  failures  i . our  attempts  to  obtain  apcrfeci 
copy  of  it — we  allude  to  Mr.  GaUatin^s  famous  re- 
port on  roads,  bridges  and  canals.  We  are  just 
about  to  receive  a complete  copy,  and  sliall  insen 
it  in  the  llrcisTER  as  soon  as  possible,  as  havirtg  a 
peculiar  iniere.-^t  at  this  time. 

The  editors  of  the  Jiidimond  Compiler  have  fur 
nished  a list  of  ail  the  naivspapers  published  in  Vir- 
ginia— it  waits  for  like  returns  from  other  slates. 

The  New-Year. 

The  editor  of  the  Kegisteii  luii  the  pleasure 
again  to  pi  eseiit  the  compliments  of  the  season 
to  Ins  numerous  readers  and  friends,  and  to 
tvisli  them  all  a happy  new-year. 

“Old*’  1817,  just  past,  but  already  consigned 
to  the  heap  of  eternity,  was  not  ve.  y productive 
of  great  events  in  any  part  of  the  world,  so  far 
as  w e are  informed  of  its  concerns,  i^uftering 
Europe,  borne  down  with  the  crafts  and  crimes 
of  princes  and  priests,  has  vainly  endeavored 
to  raise  herself  up,  and  assume  an  erect  atti- 
' tude — but  her  people,  exhausted  in  t!ie  fruitless 
exertion,  despondingly  look  for  new  homes, 
where  labor  is  rewarded  with  the  bread  that 
it  earns.  Jisia  remains  unchanged,  except  as 
to  aiiy  ettects  that  may  have  been  recently 
produced  by  the  fresh  intrigues  of  tlie  spoilers 
of  India,  to  extend  their  range  of  rapacity  and 
desolation.  Jifnea  dark  and  gloomy,  as  the 
complexion  of  her  sons,  is,  perhaps,  v/orse  than 
stationary  as  to  improvement,  with  barbarism 
in  her  interior  and  her  coasts  infested  by  pirates 
and  dealers  in  the  flesh  of  men.  Nor  in  Arne- 
rica,  where  things  change  so  suddenly,  has  any 
matter  of  material  impmtance  occurred:  the 
great  republic  of  the  no  th  steadily,  and  pros- 
perously, pursues  lier  course  to  population, 
wealth  and  power;  and  tlie  new^  republics  of 
the  south  are  yet  contending  with  their  ene- 
mies with  various  siicces.s,  but  generally  in 
favor  of  tlie  cause  of  freedom.  'Their  contests 
may  give  an  interesting  cliaracter  to  the  events 
of  the  new  year,  and  the  aiTairs  of  the  new' 
world  again  involve  tlie  old  in  arojs.  Spain  will 
perhaps,  make  a last  despe;  ate  effort  to  recover 
ner  colonies,  and  questions  of  interest  may  se- 
parate those  tliatthe  “holy  alliance”  has  unna- 
turally joined.  And  how  we  ourselves  are  to 
be  affected  by  these  things,  no  man  knoweth — 
but  w^e  must  expect  collision,  tliough  we  may 
avoid  war.  Spain  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  an 
Vor.  Xlll. 20. 


ally  in  her  w ar  against  liberty — w'ithout  it,  her 
cause  is  hopeless,  and  the  colonies  wdll  soon 
be  acknowledged  independent;  and  she  seems 
partially  to  have  succeeded  w'ith  “Alexander 
the  deliverer;”  who,  though  he  already  pos^ 
sesses  a territory  equal  iv  extent  to  neaily  an 
eighth  part  of  tlie  known  habitable  globe,  seems 
desirous  of  stretcliing  his  arm  to  America,  to 
get  moie  landl — and  yet,  a little  spot,  six  feet 
long  and  one  and  an  half  feet  wide,  will  so  in 
be  all  that  will  remain  to  him  of  his  possessions. 
We  do  not  know'  the  extent  and  bearing  of  the 
late  treaty  between  Russia  and  Spain;'*  it  ap- 
pears evident  that  the  former  has  sold  certain 
ships  of  war  to  the  latter  to  fight  the  patriots, 
but  whether  any  men  have  been  sold  with  the 
ships,  we  are  not  yet  informed.  'These  ships 
we  e daily  expected  to  stop  at  a B itisli  poit 
for  refreshments,  when  our  last  accounts  came 
away;  and  this  wmulu  shew'  that  the  British  ap- 
prove of,  or,  at  least,  have  no  objection  to  the 
ti'ansfer.  Perhaps,  they  wouM  rather  that  these 
ships  should  be  in  the  hands  of  Ferdinand  tlian 
of  Alexander;  know'ing  tliat  with  thefoiiner 
they  will  be  inefficient  to  any  important  pur- 
pose, against  the  colonies  or  against  Great  Bri- 
tain. For,  seeing  it  is  so  decidedly  the  inte- 
rest of  ? ritain  that  the  colonies  should  be 
independent  of  Spain,  in  affording  her  a com- 
merce of  infinite  value,  and  opening  a vastly 
profitable  and  unrivalled  market  for  her  manu- 
factures, we  cannot  but  believe  that  if  she  does 
not  act  for  them,  she  will  not  quietly  sutt'er  any 
other  pow'er  than  ?"pain,  herself,  to  act  against 
them;  and  the  strange  event  may  take  place, 
of  Great  Tritain  and  the  United  states  acting 

*ln  return  tor  tiie  ships  n is  now  confidtnUy 
stated,  that  Russia  is  to  receive  the  Island  of 
for  a naval  depots  and  possibly  llie  *‘t7oo  Ca'ifiirnian’' 
as  heretofore  intimated.  The  land  forces  reported 
1.0  be  on  board  the  fleet  iray  be  for  the  pur(X)se  of 
garrisoning  IMinotca.  A letter  fr^'m  Cadiz  dated 
Nov.  10,  says,  “I  give  you  the  fodowinf'  from  a 
source  'hat  camot  be  doubted;  About  nve  days 
since,  th,  Russian  .\inbass-idor to  tlieSp.nish  court, 
arrived  herefrom  Madrid,  h.is  object  is  to  meet  his 
wife,  wiio  is  expected  here  in  a sliort  lime  apasseiv 
in  one  of  "the  Russi;in  fleet,  now  looked  for 
daily,  consisting  of  six  line  of  battle  s'lips,  an  I nine 
frigates  and  transports,  with  6000  Russian  troops. 
Such  is  the  fact  from  authority  I cannot  doubt,  and 
t!ie  Prencli  consul  says  he  has  rea^url  not  to  doubt 
in— John  Bull  h»-re,  don’t  know  wliat  to  make  of  it., 
Xegociations  have  b*en  going  forward  between  the 
Spanish  and  Russian  courts  for  some  time:  Doubt- 
less Spain,  for  tlie  aid  Russia  may  lend  in  her  colo- 
nial struggles,  has  made  over  s.ome  equivalent  in 
ilie  Americas;  but  what,  is  all  conjecture.  The 
.Spanish  authorities  are  making  splendid  entertain- 
ments for  the  Russian  ambassador:  the  fir.stig  givcTV 
by  the  marine  departimmt  of  the  Islss.’^ 
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to5^ether  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  man ! We  feel  | 
pretty  coniideiit  that  nothing  would  prevent 
tills,  on  her  part,  except  her  jealousy  of  us — 
but  seeing  that  oui'  march  to  stiength  cannot 
be  impeded,  perhaps,  her  ministers  may  dis- 
cover it  their  true  policy  to  be  on  thebest  terms 
V.  ith  us,  as,  indeed,  it  truly  is — and  as  we  wish 
they  may. 

As  to”  our  own  affairs,  we  may  observe  that 
another  star  was  added  to  our  constellation  in 
the  last  year,  by  the  admission  of  the  new  state 
of  Mississippi  into  the  Union.  Missouri  and  II- 
Luiois  are  pressing  to  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions, and  will  soon  prefer  their  claims  to  sove- 
reignty. Our  southern  border  has  been  dis- 
turbed by  an  Indian  war,  which,  probably,  had 
its  origin  in  the  vile  intrigues  of  pretended  Bri- 
tish agents  located  in  the  Floridas^  and  against 
winch  we  never  can  be  secured  until  we  obtain 
possession  of  the  country.  The  territory  is  of 
no  value  to  Spain,  but  tons  is  very  important; 
and  have  it  we  must,  if  the  state  of  things  is 
not  immediately  changed.  For  nearly  six  years 
past  they  have  been  as  an  enemifs  country^  fur 
nishingthe  points  from  whence  murderous  ex 
peditlons  were  marched,  sparing  neither  age 
nor  sex:  forbearance  must  have  an  end  in  re- 
yeated  injuries,  and  the  time  has  nearly  arriv- 
ed when  force  will  seize  what  justice  has  vainly 
requested  of  Spain,  as  well  in  regard  to  the 
money  that  she  owes  our  citizens,  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  their  commerce,  &c.  as  to 
that  which  it  was  her  duty  to  perform  as  a neu- 
tral and  friendly  nation.  It  has  been  said,  that 
Great  Britain  is  opposed  to  a transfer  of  the 
Fioridas,  and  that  her  minister  near  the  Unit- 
ed tates  has  remonstrated  against  it— this  has 
given  rise  to  a waggish  report  that  our  govern- 
ment had  also  protested  against  the  occupancy 
of  the  Ionian  islands  by  the  British!*  If  the 
former  is  true,  we  sincei-ely  hope  that  the  latter 
is  true  also;  it  would  be  degrading  to  make  a 
serious  answer  to  such  a remonstrance.  The 
possession  of  the  Floridas,by  treaty  or  by  force, 
will  probably  be  among  the  interesting  events 
of  the  new  year.f 

Several  important  matters  will  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  present  congress  of  the  United 

* The  American  Centinel,  published  at  Philacleb 
phi.T,  says — “We  are  informed,  from  a source  de* 
serving  of  credit,  that  the  British  minister,  Mr.  Ba* 
got,  has  pro  ested,  in  the  name  of  liiii  governiner.t» 
against  the  purchase  of  Florida  by  the  United 
Sialen” 

-[■■nie  New-York  Gazette  of  the  27th  ult.  says — 
“We  learn  from  a correct  source,  that  all  govern- 
mental proceedings  relative  to  the  Floridas,  are,  j 
for  the  present,  suspended — in  consequence,  it  is 
believed,  of  orders  received  by  the  Spanish  minister 
from  'lis  government. 

[ The  above  is  rather  improbable.  We  Itave  no  ! 
doubt  but  that  Amelia  is  now  in  our  possession. — 
The  U.  S.  corvette  John  Adams,  with  the  Saranac 
and  Entei  prize  were  at  St.  Mary’s  and  every  thing 
.appeared  )-eady  to  execute  the  orders  of  tJie  presi- 
dent, at  the  moment  of  our  last  advices.] 


States— among  them  Is  tliat  relating  to  internal 
improvements- -the  bill  to  define  the  manner 
and  declare  the  right  of  expatriation — a settle- 
ment of  tlie  great  judicial  question,  as  to  tho 
ri^lit  and  power  ot  the  state  courts  and  state 
ofticers  to  execute'the  laws  of  the  union, to  arise 
out  of  a consideration  of  Mr.  Holmes^  resolu- 
tion (see  last  no.  page  295) — the  enquir  y into  a 
better  collection  of  the.  revenue  of  the' United 
States,  so  as  to  prevent  smuggling,  and  perhaps 
also  a revision  of  the  tariff  to  protect  domestic 
manufactures — et  ceteras;  and  especially  in  re- 
spect to  the  line  of  proceedings  which  shall  be 
pursued  in  regard  to  certain  of  the  revolted 
colonies  of  Spain.  Each  of  these  subjects  af- 
ford matter  enough  for  several  essays,  and  we 
content  ourselves  with  barely  mentioning  them 
for  the  present.  Some  of  them  may  mark  the 
character  of  1818. 

As  to  the  concerns  of  the  Weekly  Regis- 
ter— we  have  gratefully  to  say,  that  they  ne- 
ver were  so  prosperous  as  they  are  now.  A 
large  number  of  new  suh^crihers  have  been  re- 
ceived, sufficient  to  meet  and  overbalance 
such  names  as  we  felt  it  a necessity  to  strike 
from  our  books,  for  neglect  in  paying  their 
dues.  But  still  the  great  object  of  obtaining  an 
adjustment  and  settlement  of  accounts  has 
been  but  partially  obtained:  Many  are  yet  in 
arrears,  whose  cases  we  could  not  definitively 
act  apon  for  want  of  information;  and  at  very 
many  agencies  our  affairs  remain  in  statu  quo. 
The  editor  trusts  that  before  or  in  March  next, 
he  will  be  relieved  of  a further  extension  of 
that  most  unpleasant  self-duty  which  he  com- 
menced last  September  How  much  would  a 
little  attention  in  his  subscribers,  decrease  his 
labor  and  invigorate  the  establishment!  But 
every  paper  that  is  not  regularly  paid  for  has 
been  stopped  or  shall  be  stopped,  as  soon  as  he 
can  act  understandingly  upon  the  case.  'I'he 
Register  deserves  punctual  payment — or  it 
deserves  nothing.  It  is  his  pride  that  this  is 
the  opinion  of  a large  body  of  its  subscribers, 

NOTE. 

*But— two  things,  probably  three,  have  happened 
— one  in  France,  one  in  Spain,  and  one  in  England, 
that,  though  of  the  utmost  importance^  I had  rea'ly 
forgotten  in  my  brief  notice  of  the  state  of  Europe. 
Bless  us!  what  are  they.? — says  the  reader.  Why — 
the  ducliess  of  Berri,  in  France,  and  the  queen  of 
Spain,  ran  a “legitimate”  race,  and  both  got  beat — 
the  child  of  the  former  died  just  as  it  was  born, 
and  that  of  the  latter — Oh!  grief  inexpressible — was 
a girl!  The  other  thing  alluded  to  is,  that  the  sturdy 
lass,  Charlotte,  (for  whom  the  wise  people  of  Eng- 
land hired  a lusry' Dutchman  to  be  her  husband,  at 
the  rate  of  4 or  500,000  dollars  a year)  was  about 
to  lay-in  ! — At  our  last  dates,  all  the  high  officers 
of  the  crown,  tlie  “most  reverend  father  in  God,” 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  at  Ihtir  head,  were 
held  in  readiness  to  be  present  at  llie  acconchmentt 
Many  noblemen  were  also  summoned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assisting  in  the  august  affair!  A score  of 
doctors,  surgeons  and  apothecaries  were  already 
in  waiting;  a wet  nurse,  after  a most  minute  inves- 
tigation and  examhiationf-was  engaged;  half  a dozen 
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Other  nurses  were  appointed;  messengers  were  rub- 
bing down  their  horses  in  preparation  of  their  office 
lo  carry  the  “glad  tidings’*  in  all  directions;  the 
servants  of  the  family  were  drilled  to  their  respec- 
tive duties — one  to  hold  the  brandy,  another  the 
inolxsses,  another  a square  piece  of  linen,  &c.  8cc. 
Such,  courteous  reafler,  is  the  serious  substance  of 
a detailed  account  of  what  is  published  in  the  jiews- 
papers  about  the  expected  lying-in  of  Mrs.  Cobourff! 
Gracious  and  mysterious  Providence!  that  a “think, 
ing  people”  should  tolerate  such  fooleries!  Might 
we  not  laugh  if  the  woman  was  to  make  a“mis-go.'”’ 
Hut  we  do  not  wisli  her  any  harm,  except  tUat  she 
may  not  become  a breeder  of  princes. 


Official  Compatibility. 

Among  the  things  tliat  should  be  carefully 
guarded  against,  is  the  heaj)ing  of  several  pub- 
lic offices  upon  one  individual;  as  thereby  an 
influence  may  be  created  that  must  always  be 
considered  as  dangerous,  until  we  shall  have 
‘hangels  in  the  btrm  of  men  to  govern  us’*— a 
circumstance  that  is  not  immediately  expected! 
One  question  has  been  stai  ted  in  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  ano^ 
ther  in  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  whose  decision 
must  have  a tendency  to  define  some  interest- 
ing points  as  to  what  is  compatible  and  what 
is  incompatible,  in  respect  to  the  holding  of 
offices. 

It  appears  tliat  present  sitting  members  of 
congress,  at  the  time  of  their  election,  several 
months  ago,  and,  until  a few  days  before  they 
took  their  seats,  held  and  continued  to  hold 
offices  under  the  United  States.  The  following 
is  the  clause  of  the  constitution  that  touches 
upon  the  subject; 

“No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the 
time  for  which  he  is  elected,  be  appointed  to  any 
civil  office,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  liave  been  created,  or  the  emoluments 
of  which  shall  have  been  increased,  during  such 
time;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the 
United  States,  shall  be  a member  of  either  house, 
during  his  continuance  in  office.” 

N»nv— did  these  gentlemen  hold  two  oJ]ic.es 
at  the  same  time.''  True,  they  were  to  serve  two 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  last— but  can  they 
serve  until  they  are  qualified,  and  can  they  be 
qualified  until  a session  of  congress  is  held? 
Can  they  he  members  before  they  take  their 
seats — is  their  valid  until  it  is  tested  by 

the  house,  which  is  sole  judge  of  the  election  of 
its  own  members?  And  if  not  qualified  to  act  in 
one  capacity,  may  they  not  act  in  another  until 
they  can  be  so  qualified?  We  think  that  they 
can,  though  it  would  be  better  if  it  were  other- 
wise—and  that  every  one,  befo  e he  should  be 
considered  as  eligible  to  be  elected^  slmuld  also 
be  eligible  to  act.  The  period  for  which  lie  is 
elected,  ^Hico  ijears,'’^  is  of  no  importance;  or 
the  representatives  from  several  of  the  states 
are  not  legally  chosen.  Those  from  Virginia, 
lor  instance,  though  considered  as  serving  li  om 
the  4th  of  March  last,  were  not  electeiT  until 
the  follov/ing  Maij.  But  their  right  to  a seat 


has  not  been  contested  on  that  acamnt— the 
constitution  seems  entirely  satified  if  when 
congress  is  required  to  be  in  session,  its  mem- 
bers are  pi  epai  cd  to  take  their  seats. 

In  Ohio  a memorial  has  been  presented  to 
the  legislature,  setting  forth  that  no  person, 
acting  as  a director  of  a chartei  ed  bank  of  that 
state,  or  of  the  bank  of  the  United  states,  can 
constitutionally  hold  a seat  in  either  branch  of 
the  legislature  or  act  as  governor  of  the  state. 
“On  this  memorial  a committee  of  five  members 
of  the  house  of  representatives  was  appointed, 
by  ballot,  which  committee  made  a report,  giv- 
ing it  as  their  opinion,  that  any  person  holifing 
an  office  of  director  of  a state  bank,  is  disqualified 
from  executing  the  office  of  governor;  that  no 
person  who  is  a director  in  a branch  of  the  U. 
States  bank  is  eligible  to  a seat  in  the  house  of 
representatives;  and  further  presented  a reso- 
lution, recommending  that  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  whether  his  excellency  the 
governor  is  a director  of  any  bank,  and  whetlier 
any  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
exercises  the  office  of  a director  of  a branch  of 
the  United  States  bank.  The  report  of  tJiis 
committee  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  house.’’ 

The  adoption  of  such  a principle  would  ex- 
tend the  doctrine  of  incompatibility  to  a great 
length,  and  ought  to  be  cautiously  considered. 
Hut  it  will  probably  receive  a strong  support 
from  the  sense  of  the  people  and  their  repre- 
sentatives of  the  danger  to  be  upprehended 
from  the  continually  increasing  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  banks;  which,  indeed,  are  cal- 
culated to  have  a most  serious  effect  upon  the 
political  rights  and  private  interests  of  the 
people  at  large,  by  raising  up  an  aristocracy  to 
stand  in  the  places  of  the  dukes,  earls  and  lords 
of  tlie  old  world;  to  dispense  or  withhold  their 
p.vTROK.vGE  as  uiay  suit  their  private  views. — * 
“Riches  grow  into  luxury,  luxury  into  despot- 
ism,” or,  to  express  the  idea  in  a better  ajihor- 
isin  of  domestic  product,  “men  feel  power  and 
forget  right.” 

We  have  examined  the  constitution  of  Ohio 
to  ascertain  on  which  of  its  provisions  the  re  - 
port alluded  to  is  founded,  and  only  see  that 
no  person  holding  an  undei  the  UiiHed 

States  or  of  that  state  cun  execute  the  duties  of 
a legislator,  governor,  &c.  and  it  would  seem 
to  us  that  the  clause  must  be  much  strained, 
indeed,  to  extend  it  to  the  directors  of  compa- 
nies incorporated  by  thj^-  state  or  the  United 
States.  Yet  there  is  plausibility  in  it; 
and,  in  the  present  instancS^.'pei'hkps  it  may  be 
rightful.  Hut  a thing  that  is  abstractedly  ^h’ight 
in  itself’^  may  be  so  far  urged  as  to  make  it  a 
wrong — «,nd  the  subject  is  exceedingly  deli- 
cate, view  it  any  way  that  we  can.  For,  are 
not  the  stockholders  in  all  incorporated  com- 
panies as  well  interested  persons  as  the  direc- 
tors of  them;  and  should  a man  who  lays  out  a 
part  of  his  money  to  make  a road,  dig  a canal 
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&.C.  under  the  authority  of  a state,  lose  any 
his  rigiits  or  privileges  for  Ids  public  spirit.^ 
lA)cal,  partial  considerations  oU^ht  not  to  in- 
{luein  e a gene^^ai  principle.  t is  in  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  law  that  there  is  safety. 


A Speech  in  a Dream! 

Many  extraordinary  tilings  happen  to  us  in 
our  dreams.  1 am  not  about  to  philosophise 
on  the  su’mect — but  it  is  veiy  strange,  that 
the  whole  force  of  our  imagination,  supported 
by  the  united  powers  of  every  faculty  that  we 
possess  wf.en  awake,  should  sometimes  be  so 
b.^ggarly  incoinpeteut  as  they  a;  e to  fashion  the 
like  of  things  which  we  have  seemingly  seen 
and  heard  in  our  sleep.  Many  curious  ques- 
tions present  themselves  on  making  this  remark 
— but  i have  not  time  to  discuss  mem;  and,  if 
they  were  discussed,  they  would  amount  to — 
nothing. 

A combination  of  circumstances  occasioned 
my  employment  at  a late  hour  of  Friday  night, 
the  25th  ult.  in  reading  the  proofs  of  the  last 
number  of  the  Register.  At  about  12  o’clock 
I went  to  bed,  at  peace  with  all  the  world  and 
with  myself,  and  soon  fell  into  a sweet  sleep. 
A part  of  the  proof  that  1 had  been  reading 
related  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  yet  sur- 
viving officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution: 
I was  .pleased  with  its  passage  through  the 
liouse  of  representatives,  and  this,  probably, 
caused  the  dream  about  which  1 am  going  to 
give  a very  imperfect  account. 

I thougnt  that  i was  in  the  hall  of  the  house 
of  representatives  when  in  committee  of  tiie 
whole,  arid  that  the  bill  alluded  to  was  under 
consideration.  It  seemed  to  me  that  its  leading 
p inciple  had  been  opposed  by  somebody,  and 
Mi  . Clay  rose  to  speak  to  the  subject;  which 
he  dhl  with  such  'dfiood  of  eloquence,  so  much 
majesty  of  manner,  power  of  expression,  and 
elegance  of  language,  that  I seemed  to  be  fixed 
like  a statue  to  the  spot,  and  afraid  to  breathe 
\est  I might  lose  a word  that  he  uttered.  On 
rising  in  the  morning  I recollected  several  en- 
tire sentences  of  this  speech,  and  might,  per- 
haps. have  committed  them  to  paper;  but  the 
bustle  of  business  drove  them  from  nay  mind 
before  I had  an  idea  of  doing  so,  and  i now 
have  only  a general  remembrance  of  their  sub- 
limity and  sti’ength.  My  “mind’s  eye,”  how- 
e%F,  can  yet  see  a pair  of  port*  aits  that  he 
drew,  thougli  my  pen  cannot  describe  them. 
He  drew  a full  length  picture  of  a crippled, 
wo  n-out  vete  an  of  the  revolutionary  war,  sel- 
ling his  certificates  for  “two-and -six-pence  in 
the  pound,” — and,  the  pittance  that  they  pro- 
duced being  expended  on  his  nnmediate  wants, 
he  placed  him  in  the  corner  of  a wetched 
cabin,  in  a dreary  season,  miserably  fed,  miser- 
ably clad,  with  nothing  but  an  old  rent  blanket 
to  cover  him  whilst  he  slept  upon  his  tuft  oi 


straw:  then  came  on  the  howling  sto’ m— -the 
snow  was  driven  impetuously  through  the  hut, 
the  little  fire  of  faggots  was  extinguished;  and- 
the  poor  soldier,  nud.dled  in  his  bed-place — • 
excruciated  with  old  wounds,  and  perishing 
with  cold  and  hunger,  groaned  aloud:  solitude 
added  her  horrors,  for  he  was  alone — there 
was  no  one  to  administer  to  his  necessities,  no 
one  to  cheer  the  agony  of  his  spirit,  no  friendly 
hand  to  relieve  the  pains  of  his  person! — £ 
thought  that  Mr.  Clay  was  himself  overcome 
by  the  picture  that  he  had  painted;  the  tears  rol- 
led down  his  manly  cheeks,and  all  the  members 
of  congress,  with  the  auditors  in  the  gallery, 
seemed  to  be  dissolved  with  mef.  llie  speaker 
paused — and  the  silence  of  tne  grave  prevailed 
lor  about  five  minutes,  excepi  when  interrupt- 
ed by  the  half-stifled  sighs  of  sympathetic  bo  i 
soms.  Recovering  himself,  he  went  on  to  draw 
another  picture:  he  painted  a rank  old  tory  or 
refugee,  ugly  as  sin  and  hateful  as  perdition-, 
purciiasing  the  soldier’s  certificates  at  “two- 
and-six-pence  in  the  pound,  funding  them  at 
“twenty  shillings;”  built  up  a palace  for  him 
with  the  profits;  decorated  it  with  the  most 
costly  furniture;  served  his  table  with  all  the 
delicacies  of  earth,  air  and  sea;  and  filled  his 
glasses  with  the  choicest  wines — “the  sparkling 
Champaign,  the  rich  Burgundy  and  the  gene- 
rous Madeira”— then  put  him  to  rest  upon  a bed 
of  down,  and  told  of  the  curses  that  he  heaped 
upon  the  I nited  K'^tates  for  theiv  ^^rebellion.^'^ 
When  this  portrait  was  finished,  and  the  peo- 
ple saw  it  living  before  them,  I thought  that 
every  eye  glistened  with  rage,  that  every  fist 
was  clenched  and  every  arm  extended  to  inflict 
instant  punishment  upon  a wretch  so  vile!  But 
1 am  truly  humbled  in  this  attempt  to  describe 
a part  of  that  which  I seemed  to  see  and  hear; 
and  excessively  mortified  tkatl  cannot  embody 
the  spirited  ideas  that  yet  flit  through  my  ima- 
gination— continually  presenting  themselves, 
but  continually  eluding  my  grasp.  It  appears 
to  me  as  if  1 could  cheerfully  give  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  if  I had  them,  to  be  able  "to  pro- 
nounce such  a speech  as  1 thought  I heard. 
Rut  1 never  shall  hear  a speech  like  that^  or 
witness  such  an  effect  as  it  seemed  to  produce; 
for  I cannot  believe  that  the  man  has  lived  or  is 
living  who  could  pronounce  it.  My  opportu- 
nity, however,  fo  forming  a correct  judgment 
on  this  matter  has  been  very  limitted-  -and  my 
opinion  is  to  be  relied  upon  only  for  myself. 

A circumstance  once  happened  to  me  that 
has  some  analogy  to  the  preceding,  as  shewing 
the  power  of  the  mind  abstracted  from  personal 
sensibilities.  Fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  then 
residing  at  Wilmington,  elaware,  as  I passed 
the  house  of  the  late  venerable  John  Dickinson 
at  12  o’clock  in  the  day.  he  was  standing  in 
the  doo  and  invited  me  in.  After  reproving 
me  for  not  h.aving  called  to  see  him,  for  he  had 
been  a little  unwell,  he  said  that  he  would  have 
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a §Iass  of  old  wine  witli  me,  the  first  that  he 
h au  drank  for  six  weeks.  After  taking  a couple 
of  glasses,  in  instant  succession,  he  suddenly 
sat  down  and  abruptly  asked  !ne,what  1 thought 
of  the  discussion  then  going  on  in  congress  on 
the  gr(iiit  question  about  the  judiciary?  Having 
very  briefly  given  my  opinion — he  said,  in  a 
sprightly  manner,  ‘*l’ll  tell  thee  mine” — on 
which  he  began  an  argument,  soon  became 
animated,  and  was  uneasy  in  his  seat;  as  he 
proceeded  he  elevated  his  voice,  and,  finally, 
rising  slowly  and  unconsciously  from  his  chair, 
he  put  forth  his  hand  and  addressed  me  as  if  I 
had  been  the  chairman  of  a legislative  body, 
with  all  its  members  present.  J never  have 
heard  a discourse  that  was  comparable  to  his 
speech  for  its  fire  and  spirit,  poured  forth  like 
a torrent,  and  clothed  in  the  most  beautiful  and 
persuasive  language.  The  graceful  gestures 
of  the  orator,  his  fine  and  venerable  figure, 
interesting  countenance  and  locks  ‘‘white  as 
wool,”  formed  a tout  ensemble  that  rivetted  me 
to  the  chair  with  admiration.  His  delirium,  if 
it  may  be  so  called,  lasted  nearly  half  an  hour, 
when  it  was  interrupted  by  one  of  the  family 
entering  the  room.  He  stopped  instantly  with 
a word  half-finished  on  his  iins,  and  sat  down 
in  great  confusion — apologized  for  his  strange 
behaviour  and  entirely  dropped  the  subject. 
Mr.  Dickinson  was  an  elegant  speaker  and  one 
of  the  most  accomplished  scholar  s that  our 
country  has  produced;  but,  perhaps,  he  never 
pronounced  a speech  so  eloquent,  so  chaste, 
and  so  beautiful  as  that  which  he  delivered 
before  me  as  stated,  ft  was  his  soul  rather  than 
his  person  that  acted  on  the  occasion,  and  a 
master-spirit  it  was.  The  argument  was  in 
favor  of  a repeal  of  the  judiciary  act 


Local  Banks. 

We  have  a copy  of  a ‘Hetterfrom  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  communicating'  his  rea- 
sons for  not  transferring  the  public  monies 
deposited  in  certain  state  and  other  local 
banks  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States^  — 
This  letter  does  not  seem  to  be  of  sufficient 
importance  to  insert  at  length— pressed  as  we 
are  for  room;  tlie  transfers  appear  to  have  been 
made  in  all  cases  where  the  public  interest,  as 
well  as  the  conveniency  of  some  of  the  state 
pr  local  banks,  would  admit  of  them:  Nor 

does  the  public  interest  appear  to  have  receiv- 
ed any  detriment  from  sucn  proceedings.  But 
instructions  have  been  issued  to  the  collectors 
to  receive  the  bills  of  no  bank  which  will  not 
be  credited  as  specie,bythe  bank  of  the  United 
States,  its  offices  and  the  state  banks  employed 
as  places  of  deposite— and  government,  it 
seems,  will  soon  be  wholly  relieved  of  the  dii- 
ficulties  encountered  by  the  want  of  uniformi- 
ty in  the  currency.  The  secretary  appears  to 
have  performed  his  duty,  in  respect  to  this  mat- 
ter^ rightfully  and  reasonably. 


Army  of  the  United  States. 

nf  the  p esuleut  of  the  Cmted  '<tatr'r.  eorn- 
mvnicatittjr^  pursjitifit  to  a TeS'  lut  'on  rf  the  h tn,’of 
vepresentatives  of  the  llf/t  Dtc.  ult  a r-p-'  -i  \f 
the  p-'csent  strength  of  the  arfny  f '.he  Uni:  d 
State':;  its  f!i;tnht}tion  aifong  the  sev  ml  mi'.i'.uvy 
posts;  and  its  competency  to  d fend  the  several  f>vtt- 
ft  cations.,  &c.  &c 

[ VHSTRACTKD  FOR  THE  REIilSTEU  ] 

Tlie  letter  of  the  secretary  of  w.^r  v\  us  l iid  he* 
fore  our  rea  ders  last  week.  T’  e folio  . i'  g ureih  . 

es  . f the  Cfeoeral  re'iirn  of  t’  ^ ai 
Giaieial  staff  115  Wliere  on  duty 

Corps  ol  eneinetTs  124  West  Point 
Ordnance  depart.  .137  .\t  .arsfiiuis  and  hboratorii  s. 

Rep.  or  Lt  artillery  <568  Mass.  R.  I.  a'xl  Conn-tticut. 

Corps  of  artillery  2 63  In  pf  rnmu  nt  ti.i  titicaiions. 

First  ref.  iniantry  -24  Loujvi  <r.n  and  Mis  issipj.i. 

Second  do,  613  N w York  k.  qourters  Sac krtt*  Harbor, 

'1  hint  do.  49!  H.  Q.  Micleli  nackinac. 

Fourth  do.  35 ' Alabama  t.  rri'ory. 

Fifth  do.  409  f rntorc . 

Sixth  do.  428  N'W  Yol  k h.  q.  Plattshnrg;. 

Seventh  do.  523  Al.i  m.a  teiritory. 

Ei£>ht  do-  588  Lon.  fs:  Miss,  and  Illinois  Rc  Missouri  T. 

Ride  n ginimt  578  lilioois  and  Missouri  t riilori  s. 

Sl  ice  the  above  reMirris,  the  4 h a:.<l  7' ^’•r 
Dieiits,  wi’h  several  conip.tnits  . f have 

been  temporarily  us.sijrued  to  the  frontier.s  of  f:leor- 
‘ri  -. : 


I 


Of  wliich  acrgregales  there  are  as  follows — 


Major  generals 

2 

Out.  colonels 

16 

Brig,  frenerals 

4 

Mtj.irs 

Id 

Aids  de  camp 

— 

lit  ants 

17 

Adj.  Sc  ins.  gen. 

1 

masters 

11 

Adjutants  general 

2 

Pay  ma.-<tcrs 

I'd 

Inspectors  general 

2 

Surgeons 

11 

Q.  masters  general 

2 

Surgen.'s  mates 

19 

Vssist.  ad.  general 

4 

C.iptains 

136 

— — insp.  gene ral 

4 

lieutenants 

119 

Dy.  Q.  M.  general 

2' 

1 Second  do. 

12.3 

Asst.  dy.  Q.  M.  gen. 

2 

1 Third  do. 

19 

Topograp.  engineers 

6 

C..d“ts 

4 

Assistant  do. 

2 

[Sicj^eaiit  Tn  -jors 

9 

Paymaster  general 

1 

j Q.  M.  sergeun‘3 

27 

Judge  advocates 

5 

Prin,  inusici.'in^- 

14 

Chaplains 

4 

Master  mechanics 

2 

Hospital  surgeons 

8 

Mechanics 

77 

mutes 

14 

Artificers 

143 

Post  surgeons 

22 

I,aborers 

122 

.Apothecary  general 

1 

j Sergeants 

44J 

Assistant  ajiothecaries  2 Corporals 

4-!.'2 

Com.  gen.  of  puixliases  1 

Mnsiciun.t 

S.j6 

Deputy  do. 

2 

Privates 

5.927 

Assist,  com.  of  issues 

6 

Storekeepers 

16 

Colonels 

12 

Galveztou  and  Amelia. 

DOCUXeNTS  CONTINUED. 

OF  A.MELI\. 

.Tih.  JiTcIntosh  to  .Tfr  Cra-nford. 

The  Refuge,  near  Jefferson, 
Camden  co.  (Georgia)  Oct.  30,  1817. 

“Dear  Sir — The  last  letber  I had  L’  e hotuir  to 
address  to  you,  was  on  the  ninth  of  .Vag  ist;  short- 
ly after  which  tlie  public  papers  aiinou-.ced  th.uc 
you  had  left  Wishington  on  a visit  to  Geor-riu.  V 
few  weeks  after,  I theughi  it  not  pnulrnt  to  ven- 
iure  otit  of  my  swavup  plantation  on  the  Se.liila,  a!i.l 
since  ! ave  been  very  little  at  .S;.  Afaiy’s.  Since  ge- 
neral M’Gvcf^or,  and  the  greater  part  ofliis  ufi^cei-s 
(some  of  Vrhom  were  men  of  re.spect.ablp  s'a  idi  r^ 
, in  the^United  States)  biiV€  left  Amelia  lilaiul,  tliero 
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his  MGt  so  much  ingenuity  made  use  of  in 
misrepresenting  the  conduct  and  intentions  of  the 
invaders  of  East  Florida;  and  the  accounts  which 
are  published  of  them,  are  for  the  most  part  gene- 
rally correct.  The  present  chief,  commodore  Au- 
ry,  got  the  command  very  much  against  the  incli 
nations  of  sheriff  Hubbard  and  colonel  Irwin. — 
When  he  airived  at  Fernandina,  with  his  squadron 
of  privateers  and  prizes,  they  were  entirely  without 
money.  He  declared,  “that  if  he  gave  them  any 
aid,  it  must  be  on  the  condition  of  being  made  com- 
mander in  chief;  and  that  as  general  M’Gregor  never 
had  any  coirimission  whatever,  the  flag  of  the  re- 
public must  be  struck,  and  that  of  the  Mexican 
hoisted  and  that  Fernandina  should  be  considered 
as  a conquest  of  the  Mexican  republic,  (under 
which  he  was  commissioned)  without  its  being  ne- 
cessary that  any  other  part  of  the  province  of  East 
Florida  should  be  conquered,”  Hubbard  and  Irwin 
reluctantly  agreed  to  the  mortifying  condition  of  re- 
signing the  command.  They  were  never  friendly 
v/ith  the  commodore,  and  endeavored, but  in  vain,  to 
gam  over  by  intrigue  a part  of  his  men.  Their 
own  p?rty  considerably  increasing  shortly  after, 
they  were  several  times  on  the  point  of  coming  to 
open  wav  with  Aury,  and  his  followers;  and  under 
thepretence  that  Aury’s  force  were  composed  chief- 
ly of  brigand  negroes.  A few  days  before  Mr.  Hub- 
bard’s dealh,  (who  was  called  governor  without  hav- 
ing any  power)  Aury'  marched  to  his  quarters  with  a 
body  of  armed  men,  and  obliged  him  to  make  such 
concessions  as  drove  him  to  an  act  of  intemperance, 
which  soon  after  terminated  his  existence. 

Since  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  there  has  been 
little  or  no  disturbance  among  them.  But  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  suspicions  of  the  Frenchman  did 
net  die  with  Hubbard,  as  none  of  his  privateers 
have  left  Fernandina. 

The  parties  are  designated  as  the  American  and 
French,  and,  I have  been  assured  by  individuals  be- 
longing to  them  both,  that  each  are  anxiously  look 
ing  for  reinforcements.  Aury  has  a number  of 
Frenchmen,  who  were,  it  is  said,  officers  under 
Bonaparte.  They  find  it  their  interest  as  well  as 
inclination  to  support  their  countryman. 

His  great  dependence,  however,  is  on  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  brigand  negroes — a set  of  des- 
perate bloody  dogs. 

The  Anierican  party,  which  are  rather  more  nu- 
merous than  the  other,  consist  generally  of  Ameri- 
can, English  and  Irish  sailors;  but  now  have  no  de- 
clared leader.  Irwin  wants  either  spirit  or  popu- 
Jarity  to  assume  that  character,  For  my  own  part, 
I believe  that  in  point  of  morals,  patriotism  and  in- 
tentions they  are  exactly  on  a par.  Aury’s  blacks, 
however,  make  their  neighborhood  extremely  dan- 
gerous, to  a population  like  ours;  and  I fear  that  if 
they  be  not  expelled  from  that  place,  some  unhappy 
consequences  may  fall  on  our  country,  it  is  said, 
that  they  have  declared  that  if  they  are  in  danger 
of  being  oveipowered,  they  will  call  to  their  aid 
every  negro  within  their  reach.  Indeed  I am  told 
that  tlie  language  of  the  slaves  in  Florida  is  already 
such  as  is  ex  remely  alarming. 

The  patriots  at  .Fernandina  had  about  ten  days 
ago  an  unexpected  and  strange  reinforcement. — 
Twenty  half  pay  British  officers,  by  the  way  of 
Turk’s  island,  arrived  at  St.  John’s  river,  and  mistak- 
ing it  for  Amelia,  a colonel  and  a couple  of  others 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  Spaniards.  The  others 
got  safe  to  Fernandina;  but  finding  that  general 
sir  Gregor  M’Gregor  had  abandoned  it  they  deter- 
mined immediately  on  doing  so  too.” 


Extract  of  a letter  from  JhTr.  Clark,  collector  of  St. 

JHary's  to  JHr.  Crawford. 

Collector’s  office,  St  Mary’s,  Georgia, 

1st  November,  1817, 
Honorable  William  H.  Craivfjrd, 

Sir — I hasten  to  communicate  the  following  in- 
formation by  letter,  received  from  a gentleman  re- 
siding on  St,  John’s  river,  East  Florida.  The  sub- 
ject in  its  bearings,  presents  considerations  of  the 
first  importance,  as  to  our  political  relations  with 
Spain. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  same: 

Pablo  river,  St.  John’s^  October  24,  1S17- 
About  sunset  a yawl  boat  arrived  at  the  landing, 
when  seven  persons  came  from  her,  who  request- 
ed shelter  for  the  night,  and  some  refreshment,  stat- 
ing that  they  were  half-pay  British  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  from  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  on 
their  way  to  England,  via  the  United  States:  that 
they  had  mistaken  the  bar  for  St.  Mary’s,  that  they 
left  the  schooher  in  the  offing  under  that  impres- 
sion, and  intended  to  send  her  a pilot  by  the  return 
of  the  boat.  After  staying  all  night,  they  embark- 
ed at  daylight,  having  procured  a negro  pilot  to 
conduct  them  inland,  to  Fernandina. 

Col.  M’Donald,  in  thanking  jne  for  the  hospitality 
he  had  received,  said  he  felt  bound  as  a gentleman 
to  be  candid,  and  accordingly  informed  me,  that 
they  had  lately  arrived  from  London  at  St.  Thomas, 
in  the  .ship  Two  Friends,  with  a great  number  of 
officers  and  munitions  of  war  in  abundance;  that  he 
had  with  him  30  officers  on  board  the  schooner;  that 
he  would  command  in  this  quarter;  that  they  would 
have  men  sufficient,  and  a profusion  of  every  thing 
necessary  for  active  operations.  They  wanted  a 
war  with  Spain,  and  that  he  had  power  to  draw  on 
England  for  100,000  pounds  sterling:  that  they 
would  have  a fine  train  of  artillery;  and  that  all 
these  supplies  were  actually  on  their  way  or  ship- 
ping; that  a number  of  gun  brigs  and  sloops  would 
leave  England,  reported  for  the  East  Indies;  but 
were  bound  directly  here,  and  to  South  America. — 
That  they  were  much  disappointed  at  St.  Thomas, 
on  hearing  M’Gregor  had  left  Amelia  island;  and 
that  the  capture  of  Amelia  was  known  prior  to  their 
leaving  England.”* 

These  officers  have  a soldier-like  and  genteel  ap- 
pearance and  all  have  their  commissions;  they  said 
“their  object  in  leaving  the  schooner  was  to  recon- 
noitre.” 

They  have  all  since  arrived  at  Fernandina. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  &c. 

(Signed,)  xVRCHD.  CLARK. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  captain  John  H.  Elton,  to 
the  hon.  B,  W.  Croiuninshield,  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy, dated 

U.  S.  brig  Saranac,  Cumberland  Sound, 
September  26th,  1817. 

“The  patriotism  of  Amelia  Island  appears  to  be 
confined  to  privateering  and  plundering.  General 
Aury  has  the  command,”  &c. 

Extract  from  a letter  from  captain  John  H.  Elton  to 
the  hon.  B.  W.  Crownmshield,  secretary  of  the  navy, 
dated., 

U.  S.  brig  Saranac, 

Cumberland  Sound,  October  10,  1817. 

“I  have  detained  a feludia,  or  small  schooner  that 

*Captain  Thomas  was  at  St.  Mary’s  with  Cock- 
burn,  and  lieutenant  of  the  ship  that  fired  on  gun 
boat  168,  after  the  peace. 


/ 
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sailed  from  Fernandina,  under  a commission  grant 
ed  by  general  M’Gregor  to  one  John  Morrison,  for 
two  reasons;  first,  as  a pirate  fir  having  captured 
an  English  sdiooner  witli  regular  papers,  bound 
from  Nassau  tu  B irracoa,  called  tlie  Brothers;  the| 
commission  was  granted  to  John  Morrison  a citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  who,  during  the  cruise, 
resided  at  St  ISfary’s,  in  Georgia,  and  the  commis 
sion  was  made  use  of  by  one  Edward  Fenner,  \vho| 
likewise  captured  a Spanish  schooner;  both  are  de- 
tained for  investigation.  They  have  been  out  some 
time,  and  have  received  provisions  from  some  En- 
glish and  American  vessels  they  say,  gratis.  The 
crew  consisted  of  18,  and  I suppose  they  could  not 
carry  provisions  for  ten  days,  0;i  the  6th  instant  I 
detained  the  schooner  Hornet;  she  was  commission 
ed  by  general  M’Gregor  22d  July  last,  John  Smith 
commander.  She  cleared  out  from  Philadelphia  in 
August  as  the  Traveller;  she  received  her  arms  and 
men  in  the  Delaware  bay,  near  Lewistown.  On  the 
6th  or  7th  September  .she,  for  the  first  time,  asssum- 
ed  the  name  of  the  Hornet,  went  off  Cuba,  made 
two  prizes,  the  crew  mutinied,  and  in  that  state 
was  coming  in.” 

“Until  I get  directions  !iow  to  consider  the  island 
of  Amelia,  and  the  people  bound  to  that  place,  it 
will  be  impossible  to  prevent  either  slaves  or  goods 
being  smuggled.” 

“As  most  of  the  patriots  there  are  one  day  an 
American  citizen,  and  the  nest  at  Fernandina,  ’tis  ea- 
sy for  them  and  their  agents  to  evade  all  the  vigilance 
we  are  possessed  of.  One  small  Spanish  vessel,  a 
prize  to  a privateer,  got  into  tJie  port  before  we 
could  board,  with  seventeen  slaves.  I would  have 
taken  her  out  immediately,  but  I considered  it  neu- 
tral  ground,  and  that  it  was  the  wisii  of  government 
not  to  infringe — fearful  of  that  error,  our  boats  are 
generally  sent  out  to  board  at  sea.” 

F^xtract  of  fi  letter  from  captain  John  H.  Elton^  to  the 
secretary  of  the  tiavy,  dated 

United  States’  brig  Saranac, 
Cumberland  Sound,  Oct.  19,  1817. 

“Day  before  yesterday  I sent  out  to  detain  a Spa- 
nish slave  vessel  prize  to  a Mexican  privateer:  the 
captain  and  owner  came  in  to  converse  with  me, 
and  the  officer,  neglecting  to  leave  any  persons  in 
charge,  the  people  from  Fernandina.went  secretly 
off,  and  landed  all  the  blacks  on  the  outer  part  of 
the  island.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  capta'n  John  H.  Elton^  to  the 

secretary  of  the  navy,  dated  United  States^  briy 

Saranac,  Cumberland  Island,  JVevember  15,  1817. 

S'.R — On  the  Sth  instant  I sent  a boat  out  to  board 
a vessel  from  sea.  The  officer  had  not  been  informed 
to  take  charge  of  her,  until  I had  tlioroughly  over- 
hauled her,  if  she  was  a slave  vessel.  He  was  a^ 
Savannah  when  the  instructions  were  issued.  Ht- 
returned,  and  reported  it  was  a slave  vessel,  prize 
to  the  Brutus  privateer.  I despatched  a boat  to 
bring  her  in  for  examination.  The  officer,  acting 
sailing  master  M’Cluny,  met  her  coming  in,  and,  as 
it  w'as  dangerous  to  heave  her  to,  remained  on  liis 
oars,  and  dropt  alongside.  They  pretended  to  give 
him  a rope;they'did  not,  but  passed  him ;lie  caught  by 
a boat  astern.  Th®  prize  master  threatened  to  fire 
on  him,  if  he  attempted  to  board;  and,  when  mus 
ketry  was  fired  under  his  stern,  it  was  returned. 
The  alarm  was  given  by  the  boat.  I unfortunately 
was  on  Cumberland  Point,  where  only  one  gim  was 
mounted,  from  which  we  fired  two  sliot  to  bring  her 
to.  The  first  lieutenant  fired  three  from  the  brig. 
Two  of  the  five  st  uck  her,  but  she  succeeded  in 


getting  into  Fernandina.  Although  irritated  at  the 
insult,  r did  not  conceive  it  correct  to  attempt 
force,  to  have  her  driven  from  neutral  waters,  hut 
proceeded  as  I thought  most  correct;  and  the  en- 
closed correspondence  has  passed  between  general 
Aury  and  myself.  * Tis  true,  shot  was  fired  at  her 
when  dost*  to  Amelia,  but  tlie  officer  a.*;sures  me 
she  was  on  the  northern  part  of  the  cliannel  when  he 
attempted  to  board.  If  half  the  deptli  of  w.ater  is 
allowed  us,  she  was  on  our  side-  I h.»ve  i > formed 
you  that  the  channel  over  ihe  bar  was  on  their  side, 
or  to  the  southard  of  a direct  line  drawn  between 
the  islands  to  the  sea.  I never  have,  been  jnstnicv- 
ed  on  that  head,  but  I really  think  tiiey  hold  the 
island  by  too  precarious  a tenure,  to  be  yet  Su  very 
tenacious  of  their  rights.  A verbal  answer  was  re- 
turned, at  first,  to  my  application,  that  they  would 
protect  her.  Not  knowing  how  the  United  States 
wished  to  view  these  people,  I did  not  think  proper 
to  attempt  to  destroy  tlie  establishment,  but  sent 
out  lieutenant  commandant  E.  II  M’Call,  to  bring 
back  the  privateer  Jupiter,  to  remain  as  a pledge 
until  I heard  from  government.  It  has  excited  con- 
siderable feeling,  and  no  other  privateers  attempted 
to  sail.  The  slav^  vessel  was  brought  over  hast 
night,  but  every  thing  but  slaves,  and  a small  quuu* 
tity  of  rice,  was  taken  from  her,  and  she  appeared 
in  a very  filthy  slate.  The  prize  muster  was  not 
sent,  neither  any  of  the  prize  crew.  I have  written 
for  the  former — whether  he  will  be  sent  I cannot 
vouch.  Yet,  as  retribution  could  so  soon  be  had,  if 
force  was  authorized,  and  wishing  not  to  interrupt 
harmony,  if  it  is  wished  by  the  United  Slates,  I 
have  released  the  privateer  Jupiter;  and  the  High 
Flyer  sailed  immediately  on  a cruise. 

A prior  correspondence  took  place,  as  regarded 
captain  Farnham.  It  was  represented  to  me  tliat 
he  was  a citizen,  and  only  went  tliere  to  trade.  It 
appears  he  has  been  in  the  service  of  tiie  patriots 
for  some  time.  The  application  was,  of  course, 
dropped. 

I shall  send  the  slave  vessel  to  S.avann.ah  for  ad* 
judication,  and  if  the  prize  master  is  found,  shall 
send  him  also.  He  is  an  old  offender,  by  the  name 
of  Austin. 

The  situation  of  .\melia  is,  by  no  means,  a qtiiet 
one.  Those  at  present  there  act  very  strangely. 
There  has  been  a French  party  and  an  English  party 
— they  liave  been  in  constant  alarm  of  each.  Ti:e 
F’rencli  party  is  now  trying  as  many  of  the  English 
party  as  possible,  and  strangely  are  making  a Botany 
■Bay  of  the  United  States,  as  you  will  perceive  by 
tlie  proclamation  enclosed.  So  much  <Iiscontent 
prevails,  that  1 should  not  be  surprised  to  see  them 
engaged  in  civil  war.  'flic  slave  vessels  that  have 
hitherto  entered  Fern.andina,  I have  no  doubt  have 
smuggled  all  their  slaves  to  the  United  8‘ates. 
Small  boats  are  permitted  to  pass  and  repass;  as 
t.hey  are  rowed  by  slaves,  they  can  smuggle  one  or 
two  at  a time  without  detection.  Another  mode  of 
smuggling  is,  that  the  law  makes  no  provision  how 
to  consider  boats  of  less  thun  five  tons.  J sent  one 
*of  that  description  to  the  collector.  She  was  filled 
with  provisions  and  naval  stores  fi  om  Savannah  to 
Amelia — she  had  no  clearance — the  law  requires 
none;  but  from  a passenger  on  board,  I had  no  ut  ubt, 
in  my  own  mind,  it  was  to  fit  out  a former  slave 
vessel  as  a privateer.  Slie  was  released  bv  the  col- 
lector. Am  I to  stop  arms,  ammunitior.,  &c.  bound 
from  the  United  States  to  Fernandina,  if  not  cleared 
us  such.?  They  term  tliem  bo.xes  of  mei  c.iandize  very 
frequently,  and  sometimes  have  more  than  they 
clear  out. 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas  Wayne,  esq.  purser 
«n  board  the  U.  S brig  Saranac,  dated  St  J\Iary*s 
river,  September  27,  1317,  to  Benjamin  Homans. 
*On  our  arrival  hei  e,  we  found  gen.  M’Gregor  in 
command  of  Amelia  r.land.  A few  days  afterwards 
lie  decamped,  and  embarked  on  board  the  privateer 
M’Gregor,  formerly  the  St,  Joseph.  The  command 
of  the  islands  devolved  on  colonel  Irwin,  an  Aineri 
can,  who  was,  in  a few  days,  attacked  by  the  Spa- 
niards. After  an  engagement  of  forty-eight  hours, 
which  was  all  smoke,  it  terminated  without  the  loss 
of, .a  single  life,  and  the  Spaniards  retreated. 

•‘The  noted  Woodbine,  of  infamous  memory,  ar- 
rived here  from  Nassau,  with  a view,  as  was  suid, 
to  join  the  patriots;  but  his  friend,  M’Gregor,  hav 
ing  left  the  cause,  he  was  disappointed  and  embark- 
ed with  McGregor,  who  sailed  a few  days  since  for 
Nassau,  to  commence  some  new  expedition,  which, 
it  is  generally  supposed,  will  be  to  the  bay  of  Es- 
pirito  Santo,  or  bay  of  Tambo,  in  latitude  28°  lo’ 
N.  and  longitude  7(P  30  W This  is  an  expensive 
bay,  and  capable  of  admitting  ships  of  any  siz^, 
conliaucuis  to  which  are  the  finest  lands  in  E<*st 
Florida,  which  Woodbine  pretends  belong  to  him 
by  virtue  of  a grant  from  the  Indians.  He  says,  he 
has  surveyed  the  wltole  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
Tampo  bay  is  the  only  place  into  which  large  ships 
can  enter. 

“Thepsttriots  o^*  Amelia  are  a most  heterogeneous 
. set,  consisting  of  all  countries  and  languages,  ex- 
cept  Spanish  Americans.  Among  them  may  be 
found,  Americans,  French,  Irish,  Scotch,  English, 
Dutch,  Germans,  Hayriaas,  Petions,  &c.  all  come 
ostensibly  to  aid  the  cause  of  the  patriots  of  South 
America;  but  their  real  motive  is,  no  doubt,  to  prey 
upon  whom  they  can.  Should  theycontinue  in  Amelia 
Island,  the  place  will  become  a second  Barrataria. 

“At  this  time  the  government  consists  of  Mods. 
Aury  who  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  and 
military  forces;  and  Huggles  Hubbard,  formerly 
high-sheriff  of  New-York,  is  the  civil  goventor. 

“A  number,  of  prizes  of  consid  erable  value,  have 
been  brought  into  Amelia  by  Atiry’s  squadron. 

“It  appears  to  be  tlie  anxious  wish  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, of  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  be  under 
the  American  government,  as  they  are  not  now  se- 
aure  from  either  party.” 

' Extracts  of  letters  from  Robt.  M.  Harrison,  esq  con- 
sul of  the  United  States  at  the  Island  of  St  Thomas, 
to  the  secretary  of  state. 

St.  Thomas,  20th  April,  1817. 
The.  Increasing  number  of  American  seamen, 
whose  ill  success  dt  the  privateers  and  pirates  that 
infest  those  seas,  induces  them  to  relinquish  th®se 
unprofitable  pursuits,  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers,  and  wlm  almost  universally  swarm  to  this 
island  to  claim  my  protection  and  support,  so  that 
they  daily  almost  surround  my  door,  renders  it 
again  my*  duty  to  request  instructions  from  the 
Department  of  State.  I have  not  yet  extended  to 
such  men  any  more  than  a partial  assistance,  though 
rrav.y  of  them  are  in  the  greatest  possible  distre.ss, 
considering  that  the  expenditure  ofsuch  large  sums 
of  money  might  be  cosidered  as  advancing  beyond 
the  bounds  of  my  duty.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  disappointment  sustained  by  so  great  a 
number  of  our  seamen  should  not  be  sufficient  to 
deter  others  from  embarking  in  su«h  enterprizes.” 
St.  Thomas,  30th  May,  1817. 

Numbers  of  American  vessels,  originally  bound 
to  the  Spanish  raain,  wliere  their  cargoes  could  have 
been  disposed  of  to  great  advantage,  have  been  de- 
terred from  a prosecution  of  their  voyage,  from  a 
of  the  piratical  cruisers  that  infest  those  seas, 


and  have  been  actually  obliged  to  sacrifice*  their 
property  here,  whilst  English  vessels  prosecute  the 
trade  in  perfect  safety,  merely  from  the  circiun- 
stance  of  there  being  a few  British  vessels  of  war 
in  t!ie  West  India  seas  The  presence  of  one  of  our 
smallest  armed  vessels  would  completely  awe  those 
marauders,  and  enable  our  merchant  vessels  to  pro- 
secute a legal  trade  in  safety.  Her  presence,  (of  ♦he 
Boxer,)  in  this  neighborhood  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  salutary  effects.” 

(Cj^We  have  copied  the  documents  respecting 
Galvezton  and  Amelia  as  selected  by  the  editors  of 
the  National  Inlelligettcer,  with  the  single  addition 
of  the  number  of  private  armed  vessels  lying  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  as  listed  by  the  collector 
— and  have  also  compared  the  selection  with  the 
body  of  the  documents  submitted  by  the  president 
for  ourselves,  and  agree  with  the  editors  of  that 
paper  that  “nothiag  is  omitted  that  is  material  to 
a correct  view  of  the  subject.” 

In  presenting  these  documents,  the  Natlon.al  In- 
telligencer observes — “It  may  be  remarked,  in 
regard  to  these  documents  generally,  tliat  there 
are  occasions  on  which  information  is  commu- 
nicated to  a government,  a disclosure  of  which 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  or 
to  that  of  individuals  who  have  given  it.  Tl\e 
president,  it  will  be  recollected,  communicated, 
as  requested  by  congress,  such  documents  only  as 
were  conceived  not  improper  to  be  made  public; 
and — though  we  have  no  particular  inforcnati:>n  to 
jnstify  the  suggestion — this  appears  to  us  to  be  one 
of  those  occasions  on  which  the  executive  might 
act  unwisely  by  exposing  to  the  world  all  the  infor- 
mation in  its  possession.” 

We  decidedly  agree  with  the  sentiment  contain- 
ed in  the  preceding  extract,  and  think  that  too 
much  has  been  communicated  as  to  the  names  of 
certain  individuals,  who  may  thereby  be  excited  to 
acts  of  outrage  against  such  as  communicated  the 
facts,  their  character  being,  in  some  cases,  of  the 
very  worst  description. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

In  council. — Annapolis,  Dec.  X,  1817. 

GENTjiEMBN. — In  Conformity  with  the  resolutions 
of  your  honorable  body,  at  its  last  session,  imposing 
certain  duties  upon  this  department,  we  have  the 
honor  to  state,  that  the  honorable  John  C.  Herbert 
and  James  Fenwick,  esq.  were  appointed  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  to 
meet  such  commissioners  as  might  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  to 
arrange  and  devise  some  efficient  mode  of  protect- 
ing the  fisheries  on  the  Potomac  river,  by  inhibiting 
steam  boat  navigation  on  *said  river  during  the 
month  of  April.  No  official  notification  of  the  ap- 
pointment  of  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Virginia 
lias  been  communicated  to  this  department,  arising, 
not  from  any  disinclination  to  co-operate  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  measure,  but  as  we  have  reason 
to  believe  proceeding  wholly  from  an  adjournment 
of  its  legisla<ure  before  any  co.mmunication  from 
this  department  could  be  received  by  it 

We  have  the  honor  further  to  state,  that  twenty- 
five  copies  of  the  new  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  printed  under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  the  attorney. general  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  purchased  and  partially 
distributed. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  your  honorable  body, 
that  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  was  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  executive,  for  the  purpose  9^ 
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CONGRESS. 

SKXATK. 

December  29. — Mr.  Tait  offered  tlie  followinpf 
moiion  for  consideration: 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be 
ins-nicied  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  anjj- 
menting  the  pay  of  the  militia  wlien  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  [ \^reed  to  next  day.} 
A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  his  private  secretary,  com- 
municating the  following  report,  in  compliance  with 
the  senate’s  resolution  of  the  16th  inst. 

**  Department  of  state^  Dec.  34,  1817. 
The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  16th  inst. 
requesting  information  touching  the  execution  of 
so  much  of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent 
as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  which  has 
not  heretofore  been  communicated,  has  the  lionor 
to  report  to  the  presi-lent  — T'n.at  no  answer  has 
been  received  from  the  R-.itish  government  to  the 
proposal  mad<^  by  order  of  the  late  president,  on 
the  17th  September,  1816,  that  the  q-iestinp  upon 
the  different  cons':rnction  given  by  the  respe-'  ive 
gov^rnments  to  that  article  sho»il;l  he  referred  to 
the  decision  of  some  friendly  sovereign;  that  the 
late  minister  of  the  United  Siates  m England,  be- 
fore his  departure  from  London,  renewed  the  re- 
quest for  an  answer,  and  th.it  the  present  minister 
at  the  same  court  has  been  instructed  to  invite 
again  tlie  attention  of  the  Britis  i govemment  to 
the  subject.  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

The  message  and  report  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

December  30.  The  president  of  the  senate  com- 
miu/icaterl,  from  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  24th 


coll-’cting  the  public  arms,  camp  equipage,  and 
munitions  of  war  generally,  which  had  been  dis- 
ti  ibuted  among  the  several  regiments  du'  ing  the 
late  war.  This  measure  w..s  recommended  by  the 
e.xecutive  to  the  las*  general  assembly,  with  a view 
to  prevent  emigranl.s  to  the  western  states  and 
ter'^itories  from  carrying  the  public,  arms  out  of 
this  state.  If  is  to  be  lamented  tltat  this  resolution 
CiOnol  be  carried  into  effect,  as  fully  and  cflectually 
as  could  be  wish*=d,  owing  to  the  want  of  system 
and  discipline  in  the  militia  of  the  state,  arising 
as  we'l  from  the  resignations  of  militia  officers,  as 
from  defects  in  the  system  itself. 

Your  honorable  bM(ly  are  well  aware,  that  by  the 
law  of  the  United  States,  and  the  rules  of  the  war 
department,  it  is  reqtnred  of  the  adjutant  generals 
of  the  respective  states,  that  they  make  an  annual 
return  of  the  militia  of  the  state  to  the  inspector 
and  adjutant  general  of  the  United  States.  As  no 
provision  by  law  now  exists  by  which  tltis  object 
can  be  effected,  we- feel  it  our  duty  to  recommend 
to  your  honorable  body,  the  enactment  of  a law  up- 
on the  subject,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  major 
generals  commanding  divisionB,  to  make  return 
annually  t©  the  adjutant  gene’-al  of  the  nurrber  of 
militia  in  their  respective  divisions,  andcompe'Hng 
the  b’  iga-^iers,  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  m;*jors 
and  captains,  to  make  such  annual  re  urrs  to 

their  respective  immediate  military  superiors,  under 

such  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  may  appear  expedient  and  necessa-y. 

We  deem  it  further  our  duty  to  state  to  y<mr 
honorable  body,  that  the  claims  and  vouchers 
against  the  United  Slates  for  the  military  expen  li- 
tures  have  been  fully  arranged,  and  are  now  in  a 
state  of  complete  preparation,  and  will  be  submitted 
to  the  general  government  by  the  state  agent  as 
soon  as  possible;  and  we  have  the  strongest  reason 
to  believe  and  hope,  will  receive  ti;e  quick  attention 
of  tlie  general  government;  ti)e  principal  obstacle  ] inst.  a statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  on  im- 


ported salt  during  the  years  1815,  1816,  awd  1817, 
and  a statement  for  the  same  years  of  the  amount 
of  drawbacks  paid  to  vessels  employed  in  the  fish- 
eries, and  on  pickled  fish  exported;  which  being 
read, 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  said  statement  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  finance,  with  in.struc- 


to  an  adjustment  being  the  difficulty  of  fixing  on 
some  general  principle  which  may  be  found  applic- 
able to  the  claims  of  the  slates  generally. 

The  law  of  the  last  session,  appointing  an  agent 
to  collect  the  state’s  debts,  has  not  been  carried 
into  effect,  as  the  agent  appointed  by  the  law  has 
not  accepted  of  the  appointment.  We  are  of  opi- 
nion that  this  law  must  fail  in  its  effect,  so  long  as  I tions  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  amount  of  compensation  which  the  agent  shall;  the  law  laying  the  duty  on  salt.  This  motion  lies 
receive  for  his  services  is  uncertain,  and  depends  i on  the  table. 

upon  the  amount  of  the  valid  debts;  we  therefore  j The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  an  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Willard, 
agent,  with  a certain  annual  salary.  i [Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  bill,  from 

Contracts  have  been  made  with  the  Registers  of  | which  it  appeared  that  the  case  is  this:  that  the  pe- 
the  land-office  for  an  Index  of  the  names  of  all  the*  titioner  was  the  bail  of  John  M.  Wiil->rd,  who  was 
lands  surveyed  and  patented,  and  of  the  unpatenled  i indicted  in  the  circuit  court  of  Vermont  for  trading 
certificates,  since  the  revolution  to  the  present  time,  j with  the  enemy  in  Canada  during  the  late  war;  that 
which  work  is  in  a state  of  considerable  forwardness.  ‘ the  accused,  flying  the  coiuitry,  and  not  standing 
We  herewith  transmit  a copy  of  a work  entitled,  j a trial,  his  bond  was  forfeited,  and  his  bail  became 
“Rules  and  regulations  for  the  field  exercise  and  j responsible.  He  prays  relief;  and  his  petition  is 
manoeuvres  of  infantry,  compiled  and  adapted  to  supported  by  good  evidence  that  the  bail  required 
the  organization  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,!  was  excessive;  that  he  has  been  since  reduced  t# 
agreeably  to  a resolve  of  congress,”  together  with  j poverty,  and  is  a man  of  the  fairest  general  cha- 
an  accompanying  letter  from  the  author.  i racter  ] 

We  also  herewith  transmit  a proposition  of!  It  was  not  denied  that  the  petitioner  merited  re- 
Nathan  Starr,  of  Connecticut,  ofiering  to  contract ! lief;  but,  it  being  suggested  by  Mr.  Sanford  that 


with  the  slate  of  Maryland  for  any  number  of  swords 
which  they  may  require. 

Which  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  inspec- 
tion and  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration 
and  respect,  your  obed’t  serv’ts. 

C.  RIDGELY,  of  Hampton. 
The  h©n.  the  general  assembly. 


the  president  was  already  authorised  by  law,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, to  extend  relief  to  insolvent  debtors  to  the 
United  Slates  in  certain  cases,  and  that  legislation 
in  this  case  was  unnecessary — 

The  bill  was,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Robert^, 
the  chairman  of  the  commiuee  who  reported  iv 
^ postponed  to  Friday  uext. 
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Mr.  Daggett  submitted  the  following  motion  fori 
consideration: 

Resolved,  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate 
a statement  of  the  proceedings  which  may  have 
been  had  under  the  act  of  congress  passed  the  3a 
of  March,  1817,  entitled  “an  act  to  set  apart  and 
dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive.” — 
Also,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  give  to  the 
senate  such  information  as  he  may  possess  in  rela- 
tion to  any  location  of  land,  or  settlement  made  by 
any  individuals  under  the  aforesaid  act. 

December  31.  Mr.  Burrill  submitted  the  follow- 
ing  motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  commencing  the  erection  of  the  centre 
building  of  the  capitol,  and  of  making  provision 
for  the  speedy  completion  thereof.  That  said 
committee  be  also  instructed  to  enquire  whether 
suitable  apartments  can  be  had  in  the  capitol  for 
the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  library  of 
congress;  and,  in  case  such  apartments  cannot  be 
had  there,  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pur- 
chasing or  erecting  a convenient  building  for  the 
library. 

Mr.  Burrill  also  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  committee  of  the  Year- 
ly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  at  Baltimore, 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  the 
subject  of  the  African  slave  trade,  as  more  effec- 
tually to  prevent  gaid  trade  from  being  carried  on 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  foreign 
flags;  and  also  into  the  expediency  of  the  United 
States  taking  measures,  in  concert  with  other 
nations,  for  the  entire  abolition  of  said  trade. 

Mr.  Tait  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  he 
should  a.sk  leave  to  introduce  a bill,  in  addition  to 
an  act  “making  an  appropriation  for  repairing  cer- 
tain roads  therein  described.” 

Mr-  Sanford  gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  Fri- 
day move  a resolution  for  the  publication  of  the' 
journal  of  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  the 
United  States,  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  state. 

The  resolutions  yesterday  offered,  were  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

The  Jyi'ational  InieUigencer  of  Saturday  last  con- 
tains a list  of  the  petitions  presented  at  the  present 
session  of  congress.  It  occupies  five  columns  in 
small  type.  Some  of  them  are  pretty  generally  in- 
teresting, but  really  we  have  not  room  for  them 
The  follo-wivg  is  a sketch  of  the  speech  of  Jktr.  Trim- 
ble, of  Kentucky,  on  offering  his  resolution  for  an 

enquiry  into  the  confinement  of  Mr.  Meade,  at  Cadiz. 

Seepage  295.* 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  that,  having  offered  the  resolu- 
tion, it  might  be  expected  that  he  would  give  some 
explanation  of  the  case  to  which  it  alludes.  He 
had  a right  to  presume  that  every  member  of  the 
house  had  heard  of  the  confinement  of  Mr  Meade. 
More  than  three  years  ago  that  gentleman  had  been 
incarcerated  in  a Spanish  dungeon,  where  he  had 
ever  since  remained.  It  was  within  his  (Mr.  Trim- 
ble’s) recollection,  that  many  persons  had  expect- 
ed that  the  last  congress  would  have  caused  an 

*The  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Meade  was  strangely 
called  impressment  in  the  last  number. 


enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  subject;  but  since  that 
period,  the  case  liad  assumed  a new  character,  of 
most  extraordinary  complexion.  It  was  well  known, 
he  said,  that  Mr.  Meade  is  a citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and,  he  believed,  was,  at  one  lime,  an  accre- 
dited consul,  resident  in  some  part  of  the  Spanish 
dominions.  Either  clmracier  ought  to  have  pro- 
tected him  from  violence  ;nd  outrage.  But,  unfortu- 
nately for  him,  they  did  not.  The  causes  which 
I produced  his  confinement  were  unknown  to  Mr. 
Trimble:  they  were  probably  buried  in  the  vaults 
of  the  inquisition.  Tliat,  however,  was  of  little 
consequence,  if  the  facts  he  was  about  to  state  were 
true;  and  that  they  are  true  was  evinced,  he  said, 
by  a document  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  whicli 
he  said,  struck  the  mind  with  as  much  force  as  if 
it  was  marked  with  the  characters  of  official  certain- 
ty. I am  prepared,  said  he,  to  admit,  that  if  a ci- 
tizen of  the  United  States  shall  vioDtethe  penal  or 
criminal  code  of  any  country,  he  must  submit  to 
the  punishment  which  may  be  inflicted  on  him:  but 
such  is  not  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade.  It  was  not  con- 
tended, he  said,  that  the  person  in  question  had 
violated  the  letter  or  spirit  of  any  part  of  the  penal 
or  criminal  code  of  Spain — and,  on  the  contrary, 
the  document  which  he  held  in  his  hand  afforded  the 
highest  evidence  that  there  was  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  him.  Upon  some  urgent  and  vigor- 
ous remonstrances  being  made  on  the  subject  by 
our  minister,  Mr.  Erving,  a public  notorious  royal  or- 
der was  issued.  Mark  me,  sir,  said  he — a public 
notorious  royal  order,  announcing  to  Spain,  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  the  whole  world,  that  there  was  no  cause  ' 
for  the  detention  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  directing  his 
immediate  releasement.  How  the  aching  heart 
of  Mr.  Meade  must  have  throbbed  and  swelled, 
cheered  with  the  prospect  of  leaving  in  a few  hours 
his  loathsome  pestilential  dungeon,  to  breathe 
once  more  the  free  and  wholesome  air!  How  it 
must  have  sunk  and  died  within  him,  when  the 
doors  of  his  “prison  bouse”  were  unbarred  by  a 
meagre  minion,  who  had  come  skulking  through 
the  vaults  of  those  abodes  of  death,  w’ith  another 
secret  order.  Mark  me,  again,  sir — another  secret 
order,  issued  at  the  same  time,  under  the  same 
royal  signature,  commanding  his  keeper  to  hold 
the  prisoner  at  his  peril.  Yes,  sir,  one  order  pub- 
lic and  notorious  for  releasement,  and  another  se- 
cret order  for  confinement,  of  the  same  date,  and 
under  the  same  royal  signature.  If  these  facts  be 
true,  the  case  stands  without  a parallel  in  ancient 
or  modern  times.  Even  the  case  of  Czerney  George 
has  no  similitude;  he  was  a monster,  executed  by 
the  Turk,  because  he  had  in  cool  blood,  plunged  his 
sabre  through  the  heart  of  his  own  father.  Where- 
as Mr  Mead  is  acknowledged  to  be  an  innocent 
victim,  suffering  under  royal  displeasure.  I will 
not  attempt,  said  Mr.  T.  to  paint  the  horroi’s  of  a 
Spanish  dungeon,  or  the  sickenings  of  hope  at  pro- 
tracted confinement.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  excite 
public  feeling,  and  I utterly  disclaim  all  intention 
of  connecting  this  subject  with  other  questions, 
now  under  discussion,  or  which  may  fall  under  dis- 
cussion, between  this  government  and  Spain.  Mr. 
T.  averred  also  that  he  had  entire  confidence  in  the 
late  and  present  executive  heads  of  the  government, 
and  had  no  doubt  that  every  thing  which  could  be 
done  had  been  done  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Meade.  But 
he  held  it  the  duty  of  this  house  to  enquire  into 
this  (he  would  again  call  it)  extraordinary  case, 
and  if  the  facts  and  circumstances  shall  require  it, 
make  such  expression  of  its  opinion  as  will  add 
weight  and  force  to  future  executive  exertions.  If 
the  case  were  as  well  founded  rumor  told,  he  for 
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one  was  ready  to  volunteer  his  arm  in  defence  of 
Mr  Meade,  and  breast  the  storm,  unfearinj'  conse- 
quences. For,  said  he,  while  I have  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  this  house,  no  lawless  despot  shall  lay  an 
a'agry  on  a fellow-citizen  of  mine,  without  the 

hazard  of  bringing  that  finger  to  the  block.  He  was 
one  of  those,  he  said,  who  were  willing  to  believe 
that  we  ought  not  at  this  time  uselessly  to  embroil 
ourselve.s  with  any  foreign  power,  and  he  was 
thoroughly  satisfied  that  it  is  our  best  and  wisest 
policy  to  husband  our  resourcc.s,  our  men,  and  our 
means,  to  meet  the  coming  conflict  with  the  only 
nation  that  dare  strike  us  upon  land  or  on  the  w’a- 
ter — the  only  tiation  that  can  send  us  a Hannibal, 
or  w!)om  we  shall  revisit  w’ith  a Scipio — that  nation 
who  has  already  sacked  our  infant  Rome,  and  whose 
proud  Carthage  we  shall  one  dav  humble  in  the 
dust,  and  sweep  with  the  besom  of  retributive  de- 
solation. But,  said  he,  there  are  no  present  cir- 
cumstances, or  looked-for  events,  that  ought  to  in- 
cline us  to  harden  our  ears,  that  w'^e  may  not  hear 
the  calls  of  a suffering  citizen,  imploring  our  pro- 
tection. Solon,  I think  it  was,  upon  being  asked, 
“What  form  of  government  is  best.'”’  replied,  “That 
form  in  which  the  smallest  insult  offered  to  the 
meanest  citizen  is  considered  an  injury  to  the  w’hole 
community.”  Could  a better  maxim  be  adopted 
in  a government  like  ours.?  Is  there  any  thing  which 
so  exactly  accords  wdlh  the  principles  of  our  con 
stitution?  This,  it  is  true,  is  but  a single  instance 
of  individual  oppression;  but  the  outrage  done  to 
the  personal  rights  of  this  victim;  the  infraction  of 
national  law;  and  the  afiront,  the  insult  offered  to 
our  government,  is  ex  actly  the  same  as  if  half  a 
million  bad  been  incarcerated;  for  he  held  that 
our  system  of  government  is  the  true  poetic  chain, 
which  links  us  together  as  a band  of  brothers— 
and 

“If  from  that  chain  a single  link  you  strike, 

“Ten,  or  ten  thousand,  break  the  chain  alike.” 

We  are  bound,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  under  our  constitu- 
tion, to  protect  the  life,  liberty,  and  property  of 
every  citizen  of  our  country.  But  where  may  be 
claim  that  protection?  Or  rather,  where  shall  his 
right  to  claim  it  cease?  Is  it  confined  to  the  limits 
of  the  union?  or  does  it  not  extend  to  the  remotest 
region  of  the  globe  which  is  visited  by  our  people? 
May  the  citizen  claim  it  against  the  savages  of  the 
westero  wilds,  and  is  he  not  entitled  to  it,  among 
the  still  more  lawless  chieftians  of  a decaying,  pe 
rishing  and  ruined  monarchy?  It  is  not  in  this  land 
of  liberty  that  the  citizen  need  call  for  protection; 
here  it  comes,  as  it  were,  unbidden,  to  encompass 
him  about;  but,  when  oppression  falls  upon  him  in 
a foreign  land,  among  strangers,  friendless  and  un- 
protected, his  supplicating  voice  should  not  be 
heard  in  vain;  for  every  thing  which  is  obligatory  in 
the  social  compact,  or  honorable  in  humanity,  calls 
for  and  commands  your  protection,  as  if  he  stood 
upon  the  sacred  soil  that  gave  him  birth.  Who 
Qfus,  said  Mr.  T.  in  the  condition  of  Mr.  Meade, 
would  not  ask  this  inquiry  of  the  house?  Which  of 
us  will  refuse  il?  For  the  honor  of  my  country  I 
hope  there  is  not  one. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  T.  was  agreed  to  without  op- 
position or  further  debate. 

[The  New  York  JVutiotial  Advocate  makes  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Meade,  which 
the  editor  says  “has  been  brought  up  before  congress 
and  developes  a system  of  base  persecution  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  government,  which  requires  the 
interference  of  this  country.  We  are  in  possession 
of  additional  facts,  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  pub- 
ish  in  our  next.  We  cannot,  however,  avoid  ob- 
erving,  that  greatly  as  we  deplore  the  confinement 


and  oppression  of  Mr.  Meade,  and  anxious  as  we  are 
, to  see  him  rescued  from  the  fangs  of  a merciless  set 
of  men,  we  are  persuaded  that  his  persecutions 
nrise  from  too  intimate  a connection  with  that  go- 
vernment. We  were  witness  to  this  fact  on  the 
spot,  .and  saw  plainly  the  result.  The  pamphlet 
which  Mr.  Meade  wrote  again.st  the  regents  was  a 
correct  detail  of  facts,  which  occasioned  their  re- 
moval by  the  cortez.  The  revolution  of  power 
has  brought  'these  disgraced  officers  once  more  in 
the  cabinet,  and  they  now  revenge  themselves  on 
him. 

An  American  merchant  in  a foreign  country,  must 
sell  his  flour  and  tobacco  tranquilly,  but  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  government;  that  will  an* 
swer  in  this  country,  where  the  people  are  the  go- 
vernment, and  no  person  can  be  VTonged  with  im- 
punity. It  is  worse  than  futile  for  an  American  to 
attempt  ingrafting  the  principles  and  sentiments 
of  his  country  on  the  Spanish  monarchy;  and,  unfor- 
tunately Mr.  Meade  knew  too  much  and  felt  too 
great  an  interest  in  the  public  aflairs.  However, 
we  trust  that  w’hatever  can  be  consistently  done  by- 
our  government,  to  enforce  his  release,  will  be 
speedily  adopted.  A personal  and  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  Spanish  policy  and  humanity,  deriv- 
ed froom  the  gloomy  example  of  Philip  the  2d,  sa- 
tisfies us  that  Mr.  Meade  has  nothing  to  hope  for 
from  their  mercy,  but  probably  eternal  confinement. 
One  fact  will  illustrate  the  position. 

During  the  time  that  Mr  Charles  Pinckney  was 
minister  in  Spain,  or  probably  when  Mr.  Erving  was 
! charge  des  affaires,  a person  was  in  the  employ  of 
I the  legation  by  the  name  of  doctor  Gaiigh,  an  Irish- 
1 man  by  birth,  but  extremely  attached  to  this  country 
land  possessing  a frank,  honest  disposition;  he  at- 
I tempted  to  convey  some  English  despatches  with 
jthe  A.mcrlcun  ones  out  of  the  country,  and  w’as  in- 
ftercepted  and  suddenly  missed.  Inquiry  was  made 
j for  him  without  effect,  and  it  was  suspected  that  the 
stiletto  had  been  too  successfully  applied  on  the 
occasion.  When  lord  Wellington  beseiged  and 
captured  Pampeluna,  forth  issued  from  one  of  the 
deepest  dungeons  of  that  fortress  our  doctor  Gaugh, 
pretty  well  as  to  health,  but  a little  fatigued  and 
out  of  humour  at  probably  teii  years  confinement; 
and  had  not  that  event  occurred,  he  would  in  all 
probability,  have  never  seen  the  light  of  day. — 
This  will  be  the  case  with  Meade,  unless  means 
are  taken  to  interfere  w’ith  effect.  No  nation  pre- 
sumes more  than  Spain — but  ignorance  and  fana- 
ticism are  no  excuse] 

When  Mr.  JV‘eu>ton  introduced  the  bill  to  remit 
the  duties  on  West’s  painting,  he  said  “the  object 
of  the  bill  under  consideration  was  to  remit,  to  the 
Pennsylvania  hospital,  the  duties  on  a painting,  cal- 
led “Christ  ia  the  Temple  healing  the  Sick,”  pre- 
sented to  that  institution  by  Benjamin  West.  The 
British  government,  with  a liberality  and  prompti- 
tude that  does  honor  to  it,  remitted  every  charge 
incident  to  the  exportation.  The  reception  of  it 
in  this  country  would,  Mr.  N.  said,  he  trusted,  be 
met  by  the  government  in  a spirit  not  less  gracious 
and  liberal.  The  muni/icence  of  this  celebrated  ar- 
tist, a munificence,  the  exercise  of  which  belongs  on- 
ly to  genius  of  a superior  order,  and  of  extensive  ac- 
quirements, would,  he  hoped,  be  acknowledged  in 
such  a manner  as  to  manifest  the  sense  this  govern- 
ment entertains  of  the  respect  shown  by  him  for 
this  nation.  The  painting,  Mr.  N.  added,  is  consi- 
dered as  the  chefd’osuvre  of  his  pencil.  The  pre- 
sent is  designed  as  a memento  of  the  love  that  il- 
lustrious man  bears  his  native  land.  It  i^  also  high- 
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Iv  compUmentary  to  the  taste  and  judgment  of 
this  nation.  The  painting  moreover  reflects  honor 


on  this  country,  and  extends  its  fime,  as  it  is  the. 


productionof  an  American.  Permit  me,  said  Mr. 

N to  congratulate  mv  country  on  her  rising  fame. 
The  genius  and  skill  displayedby  Trumbull;  bv 
Stewart,  by  Vanderlyn,  by  Sully,  by  Peale,  and 
many  others,  secure  t®  each  an  imperishable  fame, 
wid  to  their  country  renown.  A new  epoch  has 
commenced— its  progress  is  auspicious.  The  Gre- 
cim,  Italian,  Flemish,  French,  and  Briiish  schools 
will  be  rivalled  and  equrdled  in  time,  by  our  own. 

I congratulate  those  who  are  endowed  with  genius, 
but  whose  means  are  too  limited  to  enable  them  to 
seek,  in  distant  regions,  the  acquirements  neces- 
ry  to  form  and  fix  their  judgment,  and  to  give  to 
their  taste  the  characters  of  delicacy  and  correct- 
ness, on  the  prospect  they  have  of  completing 
their  studies  in  their  native  land,  under  political 
institutions  Hint  give  to  genius  full  scope,  and  the 
er.ioyment  of  its  creations,  and  that  leave  to  emu- 
lation the  influence  of  developing  its  powers  The 
inspiration  thus  kindled,  diffused  and  made  active, 
will  bestow  on  their  works  whatever  can  delight 
and  enchant  the  mind,  and  soften  and  meliorate  the 
heart.  Mr.  N.  asked  pardon  for  this  trespass.  Had 
he  said  less— and  less  he  could  not  have  said— he 
ehould  not  have  performed  his  duty,  and  done  jus- 
tice  to  his  feelings.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  pass 
tinanimously. 

HOUSE  OF  KFPRESETfTATIVES. 

Monday^  J)ec.  29— Mr.  Pindall,  from  the  com- 
jnittee  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred 
ported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  respecting  the  recov- 
ery  of  fugitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping 
from  the  service  of  their  masters,  [providing  the 
means  to  be  pursued  for  the  recovery  of  slaves  es- 
c^iping  into  another  state,  and  affixing  the  penalties 
for  harboring  such  fugitives,  or  obstructing  theii- 
recovery,  &.C.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  commit- 

ted*  * 

A message  was  received  from  the  Presidemt  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.J.  J.  Monroe,  his  private 
secretary,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a reso- 
lution of  the  House,  of  the  12th  Last,  the  following 

report.  itj)epartment  of  State,  Dec,  26,  1817. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repr  esentatives 
©f  the  12th  of  this  month,  requesting  the  President 
to  communicate  to  that  House  whether  any  and 
which  of  the  representatives  named  in  the  list 
thereto  annexed  have  held  offices  since  the  4th  of 
March  last,  designating  the  offices,  the  time  of  ap- 
pointment and  acceptance,  and  whether  they  were 


at  that  time  so  held,  or  when  they  had  been  resign 
ed,  having  been  referred  to  this  department,  the 
Secretary  has  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  to 
the  president  as  follows: 

John  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  commissioner 
under  the  4Ui  article  of  th«  treaty  of  Ghent,  ap- 
pointed  Ifidi  February,  1816;  resigned  24th  Novem- 

Herrick,  of  Ohio,  attorney  of  the  United 
Stales;  appointed  19th  December,  1810;  resigned 
28th  November  1817. 

IJaniel  Cruder,  of  New- York,  post  master  at  Batli; 
appointed  29ih  June,  1815;  resigned  1st  December, 
1817. 

Elias  Earle,  of  South-Carolina,  post  master  at 
Centreville;  appointed  in  April,  1815;  resigned  12Ui 
June,  1817. 

Thoi^as  H Hubbard,  of  New-York,  post  master  at 
Hamilton;  appointed  11th  March,  1813;  resigned 
October,  1817. 


Samuel  C Crafta,  of  Vermont,  principal  asses.sor 
for  the  sixih  collection  district;  appointed  4th 
January,  1315;  resigned  5lh  JiU'e,  1817. 

George  Robertson,  of  Kentucky,  principal  asses- 
sor for  the  seventh  coUec  ion  districi;  ai  pointed 
4th  January,  1815;  resigned  5’h  June,  1817 

George  JMumford,  of  North  Carolina,  pri^icipal 
assessor  for  the  tenth  colleciion  district.  No  re- 
sign  ition  has  been  received  from  Mr.  iMiimford. 

Levi  Barber,  of  Ohio,  receiver  of  public  monies 
at  Marietta;  appointed  3d  March,  1807;  resigned 
1st  December,  1817. 

John  F.  Parrot,  of  New  Hampshire,  naval  officer 
for  the  districi  of  Portsmouth;  appointed  23d  Aprd, 
1816;  resigned  15th  November,  1817. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS.” 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  elections. 

The  speaker  laid  befor  e the  house  a report  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  made  in  pursuance  of  i reso- 
lution of  the  house,  embracing  a list  of  all  officers 
who  held  brevet  rank  in  the  army  at  the  close  of  tlie 
late  war,  their  lineal  rank  at  the  lime  of  receiving 
the  brevet;  and  a list  of  officers  of  the  present  army, 
who  hold  brevet  rank  higher  than  their  UneRl  rank, 
and  the  number  and  gr.ide  of  such  officers  as  re- 
ceive, in  virtue  of  their  brevet  rank,  greater  pay  or 
emoluments  than  they  would  otherwise  be  entitled 
to  by  law;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  it  was 
Resolved,  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  di 
reeled  to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  of 
rican  and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  United  States,  in  the  years  1815,  1816, 
and  far  as  practicable  in  1817,  distiagpiishing  the 
nations  to  whom  the  foreign  tonnage  belonged. 
Also,  a statement  of  American  and  British  ton- 
nage employed  in  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  an<!  the  British  dominions  in  Europe,  for  j 
ea#k  of  said  y#ars,  distinguishing  the  amount  em-  ; 
pioyexl  between  the  United  States  and  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
other  British  European  dominions: 

That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  also  di- 
rected to  lay  bef are  the  house  a statement  shewing 
the  amount  of  British  tonnage  in  the  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  H'est  Indies,  and 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Mrth 
Jlmerican  Colonies,  m 1815, 1816  and  1817,  contain- 
ing the  amount  entered  in  and  cleared  from  the 
American  ports,  in  each  of  said  years. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  house  a statement  shew- 
ing the  quantity  of  sugar,  coffee,  rum,  molasses, 
and  cocoa  imported  into,  and  exported  from,  the 
United  States,  in  each  of  the  years  1815,  1816,  and 
1817,  together  with  the  countries  and  places  from 
whence  the  same  were  imported,  and  the  quantity 
imported  from  each  country  and  place. 

In  submitting  his  motion,  Mr.  Pitkin  briefly  re- 
marked on  the  importance  of  the  information  which  ; 
the  resolutions  called  for,  and  the  necessity  there  J 
was  for  the  house  being  in  possession  of  it,  par-  i 
ticularly  in  certain  interesting  questions  which  1 
would  come  before  the  house  on  the  subject  of| 
trade  and  navigniion.  ^ 

Mr.  Poindexter  offered  a resolution  which  was 
agreed  to,  having  for  its  object  an  enquiry  into  the  . 
expediency  of  authorising  the  president  to  exchange 
with  the  several  tribes  oflndians,  their  land  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  for  United  States  lands 
to  the  westward  thereof. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house,  a letter  from 
, William  Alien,  accompanied  by  a present  to  Uie^ 
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house  of  a copy  of  the  president’s  messac^e,  nrint- 
e'l  on  silvered  sheep  skin,  f:  r the  manufacture  ol 
which  he  had  obtaine  l a p itent. 

A resolution  was  offer'^d  and  ordered  to  be  en 
grossed  f.n*  a third  readiuj'  (69  to  58)  directing, 
tkrit  the  comm'ssioner  of  the  general  land  office 
should  can  e tobe  engraved  a plate  of  the  survey 
of  the  offici  d map  oP  the  military  bounty  lands 
in  the  territory  of  Illinois,  and  cause  to  be 
printed  six  hundred  copies  thereof,  subject  to  the 
future  disposition  of  congress. 

The  amendments  of  tlie  senate  to  the  mint  bill 
were  agreed  to. 

Tuesdav,  Dec.  30-  Mr.  Miller  ofS.  Carolina  sub- 
mifed  f >r  co’'.sideration  the  following^. resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  tourth 
section  of  the  act  passed  on  tlie  3d  of  March,  1817, 
entitled  “an  act  more  effectually  to  preserve  the 
neutral  relations  of  the  United  States,”  as  to  em 
brace  witnin  the  provisions  thereof  the  armed  ves 
sels  of  a governnr»ent  at  peace  with  the  United 
States,  and  at  war  with  any  colony,  district  or  peo- 
pl'’  with  whom  tlie  United  Siates  are  or  maybe  at 
peace. 

[Mr.  M.  supported  bis  resolution  on  the  ground 
tluit  the  act  alluded  to  did  not  bear  equally  on  the 
pariles— M;  . Forsyflt  hoped  that  the  matter  would 
be  left  with  the  committee  on  foreign  relations; 
aiul  statcvil  that  the  bill  had  been  returned  to  the 
house  at  10  o’^clock,  on  the  last  night  of  the  ses- 
sion, from  the  seij.ite,  and  tliat  a verbal  inaccuracy 
had  been  overlooked.  The  resolution  was  laid  upon 
the  tuble~-79  to  50. 

The  rosoiu'.i'jn  proposed  to  have  a map  engraved 
©f  the  mili  ary  bounty  lands  in  Illinois,  appearing 
as  if  it  would  incur  an  expense  and  cause  a delay 
that  would  render  it,  practically,  useless,  was  ne 
gatived,  ov  its  liiird  reading,  by  a large  majority. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  iiouse  a lei  ter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  communicating,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house,  a slate 
nient  of  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  imports 
and  odier  taxes,  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
since  the  year  1801;  also  the  am-'iiritof  registered 
tonnage  in  the  said  district;  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mercer ofi'Qi'Qil  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolutio  •: 

Resolved,  'fhat  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  tlie  American  Culoiiizaiion 
Society,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi 
ency  of  making  such  further  alterations  In  the  la  . v s 
prohibiting  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
engaging  in  the  African  slave  trade,  as  may  more 
effectually  secure  their  intended  operation;  and 
that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
©r  otherwise. 

The  “commutation  bill”  w.as  then  taken  up, 
and  an  amendment  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Robert- 
son, it  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  &.c 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Geo.  tlie  house  than 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Pi/Anbiinthe  chair,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  claims  of  certain  detachments  of 
the  militia  of  Georgia  f ir  services  in  defence  of 
that  state  in  the  years  1793  and  1794. 

Mr.  Cobb  ably  supported  these  claims  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length — but  on  the  sugges 
tion  that  more  time  was  required  to  consider  the 
subject,  the  commiAee  rose  without  coming  to 
any'  derision. 

Wednesday  Dec  31.  Mr.  Ed~^savds  ©ffered  the 
fbllorwing  resolution: 


Resolved,  Th.at  the  president  of  the  United  S ates 
be  requ.^sted  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  th.is  ficus© 
information  of  tlie  number  of  states  which  have 
ratified  the  13th  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  at  tfie 
s^fcond  session  of  the  lltb  Congress,  [prohibiting 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  from  accepting  or 
retaining  any  title  of  nobility',  pension,  office  or 
emolument,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  from 
a.'iy  foreign  prince  or  power,  8tc.] 

Mr.  Edwards  stated,  that  his  motion  was  induc- 
ed by  some  doubts  whether  the  article  referred  to 
had  been  ratified  by  a sufficient  number  of  the 
State.s,  to  make  it  apart  of  the  constitution,  al- 
though it  appeared  as  such,  he  perceived,  in  tliC 
copies  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
house;  and  it  was  desirable  that  a fact  so  import- 
ant siinuld  be  placed  beyond  question.  The  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Colston,  the  house  took  up  fox* 
consideration  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  Thompson,  [authorising  a review  of 
his  claim  formerly  adjusted  and  settled,  and  the 
payment  of  such  interest  as  may  appear  due.] 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  subject  Mr. 
Ilopkinson  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  procedure, 
and  alluded; to  the  caseofgen.  St.  Clair.  Mr.Johnson, 
of  Ky.  was  of  a diff  erent  opinion,  and  cited  the  case 
of  the  widow  of  the  late  Alexander  Flamilton.  Mr^. 

. ’olston  replied  to  Mr.  Hopkinson. — Messrs.  Sher- 
wood, Biyley,  Wm.  P.  Maclay,  Livermore,  and 
Ogle  aLotook  part  in  this  discussion  favorable  to 
the  petitioner;  the  two  first  named  gentlemen  and 
the  last  speaking  also  or.  the  siibject  of  the  case  of" 
Gen.  St.  Clair,  which  had  been  incidentally  intro- 
duced. Mr.  Ogle,  particularly,  protested  against 
the  present  occupation  of  the  house,  spending 
their  lime,  he  said,  in  hunting  for  some  statute  or 
some  bar  to  the  just  claim  of  a man,  who  liad,  in 
the  revolution,  given  all  his  worldly  goods  and  a 
part  of  his  blood  in  support  of  the  independence 
of  his  country; — and  now,  in  1817,  and  on  Uie  very 
l.ist  day  of  the  year,  after  the  lapse  of  so  long  a 
time;  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  house  engaged  in 
searching  for  precedents  to  keep  this  veteran  out 
of  his  just  claim.  For  his  part,  Mr.  O said,  if  tiierc- 
was  a statute  as  strong  as  brass  itself,  or  as  solid  as 
Uie  pillars  of  live  capitol,  he  would  blow  i-:  to  pow- 
der to  do  ju.stice  to  a soldier  of  tl»j  revolution,  and 
(hat  soldier,  too,  such  a man  as  .loin  Thompson. 
-Is  to  the  case  of  the  aged  St,  Clair,  Mr.  O.  said 
Uiat  was  a subject  which  oughtnot  to  be  mention- 
ed in  tins  house  in  the  face  of  «lay — the  treatment 

f that  man  ought  lo  be  spoken  of  here  only  in  the 

nigh!. 

The  bill  was  finally  ordered,  nem  con.  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  time. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Huntingdon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  llie  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  tliis  house  a return  of  ih.c;irms  and 
niilitr.ry  stores  furnished  to  the  re.spective  states 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1808,  appropria- 
ting annually  the  sum  of  200. QUO  dollars  “for  fur- 
nisiiiiig  arms  an'l  milit.ry  equipments  to  Uie  w hole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,”  and  also 
to  inform  this  house  on  what  principle  the  dislri* 
billion  iiatli  been  made. 

0.1  motion  of  Mr.  Huntingdon,  also,  it  was 

Aesoib-ed.jThat  the  committee  on  post  offices  and 
post  roads  oe  lustmcled  lo  take  into  consideration 
the  expediciicy  of  providing  bylaw  to  antliorize 
the  governors  of  states  and  loiTitories  for  the  time 
being  to  receive  and  transmit  ^tlmongli  the  post 
offises,  all  official  communications  free  of  postage. 
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The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Pitkin  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
to  provide  for  tlie  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  prog'ress — 
and  after  some  other  business  of  not  much  impor- 
tance, the  house  (as  well  as  the  senate)  adjourned 
until  Friday. 


Foreign  Articles. 

RUSSIA. 

The  great  house  of  Iwac  Mehaclo,  of  St.  Peters* 
burg,  lias  failed  for  1,700,000  rubles. 

Petersburg^  Sept.  24.— Letters  from  Tobolsk,  Si- 
beria, dated  Aug.  1,  (old  style)  state  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Beresow  have  bad  no  summer  this  year. 
The  cold  continued  to  the  2nd  July,  (o.  s.)  the  pe- 
riod at  which  the  summer  ordinarily  terminates, 
and  it  liad  already  began  to  snow.  There  fell  at 
O.lclorsi,  on  the  18th  July,  (o.  s.)  such  a quantity 
of  snow,  that  the  earth  was  covered  with  it  to  the 
depth  of  two  inches. 

SWEDEN', 

It  is  intimated  that  France  will  probably  acknow- 
ledge Bernadotte  and  his  male  heirs  as  legitimate 
possessors  of  the  throne  of  Sweden.  But  Russia 
will  settle  that  as  she  pleases. 

Three  banks  have  stopped  payment,  and  appear 
to  have  given  so  severe  a blow  to  credit,  as  to  have 
required  a convention  of  the  states  of  the  kingdom. 

GEHMANY. 

Mentz^  Oct.  11.  Disputes  respecting  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Rhine  still  prevail,  notwithstanding 
that  the  congress  of  Vienna  declared  the  river 
free. — The  Dutch  claim  a right  of  levying  a duty 
on  German  vessels  coming  down  the  Rhine,  and  yet 
insist  upon  going  up  as  far  as  Mentz  without  paying 
any  duty. 

The  king  of  Saxony  has  made  a demand  on  tli£ 
king  of  Prussia  of  18  millions  of  rix  dollars,  for 
expenses  during  the  year  1805  and  1806,  when  the 
greater  part  of  the  Prussian  armies  were  stationed 
in  Saxony. 

PRUSSIA. 

English  goods  have  been  subjected  to  a duty  of 
30  per  cent.  Yet  associations  were  forming  for 
tlieir  entire  exckision. 

KETHEREANDS. 

Mr.  Eustis,  our  minister  at  the  court  of  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands,  having  concluded  a treaty  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  was  about  to  visit  Pa- 
ris. Mr.  Appleton  remains  at  the  Hague  as  charge 
d’affaires. 

rUANOE. 

Portugal  has  ceded  a part  of  Guay  ana  to  France. 

The  French  council  of  state  has  been  occupied 
with  discussing  the  project  of  a law  respecting 
the  liberty  of  the  p^ess. 

A Paris  paper  of  the  22d  October,  noting  the 
determination  of  the  allied  powers  to  keep  up  the 
army  of  occupation — occupation^  in  France,  is  servile 
enough  to  intimate  that  if  that  army  were  with- 
drawn the  dreadful  result  might  be  that  the  people 
would  eject  the  legitimate  race  and  chose  a g<#v- 
ernment  for  themselves!  This  is  an  act  of  mean- 
ness that  he  hardly  expected  of  a Frenchman. 

J'he  colossal  statue  of  Bonaparte,  (says  a Paris 
paper)  by  Canova,  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  has  been  erroneously  stated 
as  a present  to  the  duke,  by  the  prince  regent.  Ii 
was  directly  presented  to  his  grace  by  the  king  of 
F'.-ance.  This  grand  piece  of  sculpture  is  worthy 


of  tlie  great  artist  by  whom  it  was  executed,  and 
the  marble  is  unique  in  point  of  purity  and  color. 
[The  fortune  of  war  may  yet  cause  a return  of  that 
statue;  strange  things  liuve  happened  ] 

It  is  expressly  denied  that  Bonaparte  made  any 
communication  to  t!ie  prince  regent  of  England, 
through  lord  Amlierst.  We  thought  that  he  had 
disgraced  himself  by  doing  so. 

SPAIN. 

A letter  dated  at  Madrid,  Aug.  1.  and  puhli-shed 
at  London,  among,  other  things  states,  tiiat  ihe  bi- 
shop of  Queypo,  in  48  hours  afier  he  liad  been  ap- 
pointed Tnfuisier  of  justice,  was  snatched  u*.vay  by 
the  inquisition — and  that  Yondiale,  who  was  nomi- 
nated minister  of  finance,  was  almost  hurried  from 
the  king’s  chamber  to  the  dungeon  and  put  to  the 
torture  as  a traitor  to  the  king!  Wliat  afi'ection 
can  any  honest  man  have  for  a government  that  to- 
lerates, or  for  a people  th.at  permit  such  a state  of 
things?  Ferdinand  and  his  monks  to  tlie  gallies, 
and  Spain  might  have  our  sympathies  in  her  dis- 
tresses. 

Clemency.'  Ferdinand,  resolved  to  celebrate  lus 
marriage  by  some  signal  act  of  clemency,  has  grant- 
ed his  royal  pardon  to  all  persons  in  America  that 
may  have  rebelled  against  him,  provided  they  legi- 
timately give  in  their  adhesion  in  six  months. 

Accounts  from  Madrid  pre.tty  explicitly  state 
that  Ferdinand  has  purcliased  sundry  vessels  of 
war  of  Russia.  They  are  to  be  manned  with  Spa- 
niards to  subdue  the  pirates  of  South  America! — 
These  accounts  also  speak  of  an  expected  war  with 
Portugal, 

The  Spanish  cabinet  is  very  active  in  its  corres- 
pondence with  other  powers — supposed  to  relate  to 
the  revolted  colonies. 

A junta,  appointed  in  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
quiring into  the  state  of  the  finances,  have  gravely 
recommended  a national  bankruptcy,  as  the  most  sa- 
lutary measure  that  can  be  adopted! 

Damages,  estimated  at  3^600,000,  have  been  sus- 
tained at  Alicant  in  consequence  of  an  inundation 
and  a gale  from  sea. 

PORTUGAL, 

Legitimacy!  Lisbon,  Oct.  16.  Yesterday,  the 
court  of  Inconfidencia  passed  sentence  upon  the 
individuals  concerned  in  the  conspiracy  of  May 
last,  and  condemned  It.  gen,  Gomez  Freire  de 
Andrade,  col.  Manoel  Monteiro  de  Cavalho,  ens. 
Jose  Joaquim  Pinto  da  Silva,  ens.  Jose  Ribeiro 
Pinto,  Maj.  Joze  Francisco  das  Neves,  Jose  Cam- 
pelo  de  Miranda,  Hem  ique  Joze  Garcia  de  Moraes, 
and  Antonia  Cabral  Calheiros  Furtadoe  Lamos,  to 
be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  death  ensue; — after 
luhich  the  heads  are  to  be  severed  from  their  bodies, 
both  burned,  and  their  ashes  throxun  into  the  sea. 
Capt.  Pedro  Ricardo  de  Figuiro,  capt.  Manoel 
Jezus  Monteiro,  Manuel  Ignacio  de  Figueiredo, 
and  Maximiana  Dias  Ribeiro,  also  to  be  hanged 
until  death  ensue,  but  without  the  severing*  of  their 
heads,  See.  Francisco  Antonia  de  Sousa,  a civil 
architect,  to  be  banished  to  Angola  for  life.  Lieut- 
Antonia  Pluto  da  Fonse«:i  Neyes,  to  Mozambique 
for  2 years — Francisco  Leite  Sudre  da  G ima,  to 
Angola  for  five;  and  B xron  d’Eoea  to  be  expelled 
for  ever  from  the  united  kingdom  of  Poriugal, 
Brazil  and  Algarves.  The  forfeiture  of  the  whole 
of  the  offenders’  properly,  generally  makes  part  of 
the  punishment.  The  Baron  and  Sudre  da  Gama, 
however  are  excepted;  and  Lieut.  Pinto  de  Fonse- 
ca only  losco  one  haif 

Verissimo  Antonio,  Ferreira  de  Costa  and  Ens. 
'Christovao  de  Costa  were  acquitted. 
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October  18  this  day,  the  sentence,  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  article,  has  been  carried  into  execu 
tion. 

Erpert  JWtvitraiors/  A Portygnese  ship  of  the 
line,  with  5oO  soldiers  on  board,  which  sailed  from 
PernaPibuco  for  Biihia,  also  in  Brazil,  in  conse- 
quence of  contrary  winds,  has  arrived  at  JAshon! 

The  following  o'mcial  article  has  appeared  in  the 
I/isbon  Gazette— By  command  cf  the  supreme  au- 
thority, the  merchants  of  this  kingdom  are  apprised, 
that  the  truce,  lately  prorogued  between  Portugal 
and  the  regency  of  Tunis,  will  expire  on  the  11th 
of  November  next. 

BAHBART  STATES. 

An  Algerine  corsair  has  arrived  off  Gibraltar  in 
distress,  having  attacked  a patriot  privateer  which 
mauled  her  dreadfully.  Lest  the  plague  mightbe 
introduced,  any  communication  with  the  shore  was 
denied. 

It  is  said  that  the  Algerines  have  lately  captur- 
ed a French  and  an  English  vessel. 

WEST  INDIES. 

We  h;  ve  a detailed  account  of  the  slave  population 
of  liarbatloes— the  several  amounts  are  as  follows— 
under  1 year  2600;  from  1 to  10,  20,339;  from  11 
to  20,  16,669;  from  21  to  30,  19,534;  from  31  to  40, 
10,561;  from  41  to  50,  6653;  from  51  to  60,  3641; 
from  61  to  70,  1541;  from  71  to  80,  544;  from  81 
to  90  132;  from  91  to  100,  19;  from  100  to  114j^l0, 
ages  unknown  10.  Creoles  of  other  islands,  345; 
AVricans  5496;  Barbadians  71,432— total  slaves 
77,273. 

BTUTISn  AMERICA. 

There  was  another  dreadful  fire  at  St.  John’s 
N.  F.  on  the  21st  of  Nov.  It  raged  five  hours,  and 
consumed  the  greater  part  of  the  town  that  the 
late  fire  had  spared.  Many  were  a second  time 
burnt  out  in  fourteen  days!  Subscriptions  have  been 
opened  at  New  York  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers. 

A few  days  after  the  preceding,  a i/imi  fire  had 
like  to  have  happened,  but  by  early  discovery  was 
checked  before  much  damage  was  done.  Persons 
were  taken  into  custody,  suspected  of  causing  it  by 
design. 

FLORIDA. 

Through  the  Washington  City  Gazette  we  have 
the  report  of  a committee  appointed  to  frame  a 
plan  of  a provincial  government  for  the  republic 
of  the  Floridas.  F.  Gaul,  V.  Pazos,  and  M.  Min 
der  were  that  committee.  Tlie  pLn  is  liberal. 


Pauper  Statistics. 

The  following  i eins  are  taken  from  a detailed  re 
port  of  the  “guardians  of  the  poor  and  manager.^ 
of  the  alms-house  and  house  of  employment”  for 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  district  of  Southwark 
and  township  of  the  Northern  Ijibertles,  for  the 
year  ending  the  26th  of  May,  1817. 

Total  expenditures  for  food  and  cloth- 
ing, medicines,  and  attendance,  sa- 
laries to  officers  and  nurses,  &c.  &c.  §85,606  26i 
Sundry  receipts  for  manufactured  arti- 
cles sold,  and  on  account  of  pay- 
patients,  &c.  7,859  62 

Stock  of  provisions,  raw  ma- 
terials and  mantifactured 
goods  on  hand,  machinerv, 

Slc.  21,628  60—29,488  22 


Balance  expended  more  than  received 
for  the  use  of  the  institution,  §56,118  04^ 


Paupers  maintained, — monthly  sveiage  for  the 
year, — 366  men,  394  women,  108  children — average 
number  mainti.ined  868. 

Paupers  in  the  house  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
743;  admitted  during  the  year  2653;  discharged  or 
eloped,  &c.  2632;  remaining  764. 

The  sick  and  surgical  cases  during  the  vear 
amounted  to  18i^6;  of  wlilch  1219  were  cured;  HI 
relieved,  12  eloped;  211  died;  and  253  rem;iined 
under  care.  Of  these,  288  were  of  ulcers;  221  of 
Syphilis;  147  Rheumatisra;  105  various  fevers;  93 
consumption;  55  gonnorrhoe  i;  59  wounds;  51  small 
pox;  33  pneumonia;  51  typhus;  59  obslretnc 
cases;  36  intemperance;  31  dropsy;  43  mania;  47 
mania  a patu;  30  catarrh;  32  contusion,  &c  &c. 

(Cj^The  population  of  the  city  and  districts  above 

mentioned,  may  be  assumed  to  be  about  100,000 

therefore,  1 of  every  114  persons  were  paupers 
during  the  year.  Cities  are  always  over-charged 
with  helpless  and  diseased  individuals. 


Mechanictil  Association. 

Tlie  “Association  of  meclianics  and  manufactures 
of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire”  lately  celebrated 
their  15th  anniversary,  at  Jefferson  Hall,  in  Ports- 
mouth. After  dinner  and  the  removal  of  the  cloth, 
tlie  following  technical  toasts,  were  given,  intermix- 
ed with  patriotic  and  sentimental  songs.  While 
the  hardy  laborers  of  our  country — the  agricultu- 
ralists, mechanics  and  manufacturers,  in  wliom  is 
the  “bone  and  sinew”  of  the  republic,  hold  such 
sentiments,  liberty  is  secure  in  her  asylum.  ' 

[Blacksmiths.]  The  Day — May  the  prosperity  of 
the  Society  increase  with  each  returning  anniversary, 
and  no  link  in  the  chain  of  our  social  compact  feel 
the  effects  of  the  cold  chissel. 

[Joiners.]  The  constitution  of  the  United  Stales — 
A finished  piece  of  workmanship,  well  plained  and 
jointed — confusion  to  the  man  who  would  attempt 
to  hack  it  with  the  hatchet  of  discord. 

[Printers.]  The  president* s tour — A good  token 
well  loorked  off. 

[Bakers.]  All  societies  similar  to  this — good 
batch  well  set — may  it  neither  be  burnt  nor  slack 
baked. 

[Cabinet  Makers.]  Jllechanics. — May  they  never 
be  veneer* d with  scycophancy,  nor  varnished  with 
hypocrisy— a becoming  self-respect  is  tlieir  genuine 
polish. 

[Slioemakers.]  Our  country — May  it  -wwt  stron- 
ger and  stronger,  no  thread  of  its  union  be  broken, 
and  should  its  liberties  be  hereafter  attacked,  “pe- 
rish the  man  whose  sole  is  backward.” 

[Tailors.]  The  heroes  of  the  late  -war — The  man 
who  would  attempt  to  cabbage  their  well  earn- 
ed fame,  is  a back-stitch  in  honor  or  a goose  in  intel- 
lect 

[Coopers  ] The  government  of  the  United  States 
— Its  heading  has  been  been  examined  and  pronoun- 
ced sound. 

[Watchmakers.]  Agriculture,  commerce  and  ma- 
nufactures— The  mainsprings  of  our  indepeiidencei 
may  they  ever  be  well  regulated  knd  keep  time  toge- 
ther. 

[Saddlers.]  The  legitimates  of  Europe — May  they' 
■levcr  be  in  want  of  curb  bi'id'es,  should  they  become 
restive,  and  wish  to  saddle  themselves  with  the  ex- 
pense of  a f'  ui  less  attempt  to  destroy  the  liberties 
of  mankind. 

The  proposition  to  establisli  a penitentiary,  whicli 
had  passed  one  branch  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  A''orth  Carolina,  has  been  rejected  m the  other. 
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Department  of  War^  Dec.  29,  1817. 

onnKiis. — As  a g’eneral  rule,  all  orders  will  issvie, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  be  cotnmanders  of  divi- 
sion. 

In  cases  where  the  nature  of  the  duty  to  be  per- 
fcrmed.  and  ihe  public  interest  may  require  it,  or- 
dei's  will  i.ssue  directly  to  officers  commanding  de- 
partment, post,  or  detachment,  and  to  any  officer 
attached  to  a division;  but  in  such  cases  a copy  of 
the  orders  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  general  of 
division,  for  information. 

By  the  president, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

.Appointments  by  the  president ^ nvith  the  consent  of  the 
senate  op  the  United  States: 

Robert  Stanard,  of  Virginia;  attorney  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  district  of  Virginia. 

George  G.  Barrell,  of  Massachusetts,  consul  of 
the  United  Spates  at  Malaga. 

John  Williams  Walker,  secretary  of  the  Alabama 
territory. 

William  Jones,  Pierce  Butler  and  John  Connelly, 
of  Philadelphia;  George  Williatns,  of  Baltimore;  ami 
Walter  Browne,  cf  New  York,  to  be  di-  ectors  of  the 
U.  Slates’  bank,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  ensuing. 

We  have  a letter  from  gen.  Gaines  to  the  gover- 
nor of  Georgia  giving  an  account  of  a little  skirmish 
of  col.  Arbuckle  with  a party  of  Indians,  in  which 
we  had  one  killed  and  two  wounded — the  Indian 
loss  was  greater,  and  they  were  dispersed;  con- 
firming also  the  report  of  the  massacre  of  lieut. 
Scott’s  party,  as  mentioned  in  our  last  Gen.  G 
has  left  the  army  and  arrived  at  St.  Marfs,  to  be 
present  at  the  taking  of  Amelia;  so  that  he  doubt- 
less feels  confident  as  to  the  strength  of  the  troops 
collect&d  to  accomplish  the  objects  in  view.  The 
letter  shall  be  preserved. 

Gen.  Ripley  has  arrived  in  Washington  city. 

Mediterranean  squadron.  The  U.  S.  frigate  Con- 
stellation, capt.  Shaw,  has  arrived  at  Norfolk  from 
Gibraltar.  Passengers  capt.  Creighton  and  lieu- 
tenants Watson  and  Nicholson  of  the  Navy  and 
Captains  Hall  and  Breckeiiridge,  late  of  the  marine 
corps.  The  Washington,  com.  Chauncy,  United 
States,  capt.  Crane,  Peacock,  capt.  Rodgers,  and 
Spark,  capt.  Nicholson,  were  left  at  Gibraltar. — 
The  Erie,  capt.  Gamble,  had  sailed  for  Marseilles. 

Health  of  the  Soldiery.  It  is  stated  in  a Boston 
paper,  that  in  all  the  forts,  &c.  from  Custine  to  New 
London,  in  which  are  1019  men,  only  one  has  died 
in  the  las‘  six  months,  and  that  one  of  a lingering 
consumption. 

Ad  valorem  duties  and  auctioneers. — At  a meeting 
of  the  merchants  anu  traders  and  manufacturers  of 
the  cily  of  Baltimore,  a memorial  to  congress  was 
drafted,  and  deposited  at  the  coffee  house  for  sig- 
natures, giving  an  account  of  some  of  tlie  frauds  on 
tlve  revenue  committed  by  the  import  of  goods  pay- 
ing ad  valorem  duties,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  re- 
gular trader,  and  of  great  loss  to  government,  be 
sides  what  is  suffered  by  plain  honest  smuggling. — 
They  recommend  an  inspection  in  all  cases  of  certain 
portions  of  the  parcels  enteted;  and  also  petition  for 
a tax  upon  sales  of  auctioneers  of  dry  goods  as  in 
jurious  to  regular  traders,  sellers  or  purchasers.— 
The  memorial,  with  Mr.  Sanford’s  very  .Hble  speech 
on  those  subjects  in  the  senate, ought  to  have  a place 
in  the  Register,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  give  an  in- 
sertion at  least  to  the  latter,  though  it  is  long. 

The  brig  Savage  of  Baltimore,  has  arrived  from 
Cbquimbo,  on  tiie  coast  of  Chili,  in  the  very  short 


passage  of  77  days,  with  a cargo  of  specie  and  cop- 
per. Report  gives  to  this  voyage  a profit  of  more 
than  ^150,000. 

Rapid  movements. — Skating  on  the  Middlesex 
Caoal  (says  the  Boston  Centinal)  is  becoming  a very 
popular  amusement.  We  are  told,  that  on  Thiirs- 
day  some  lads  glided  (before  the  wind)  three  miles 
in  eight  minutes! 

^ jW/mwri— 4420  votes  were  taken  at  the  late  elec- 
tion for  a delegate  from  the  territory  of  Missoird. 

Intercourse. — A Detroit  paper  estimates  that 
15,000  dollars  were  paid  for  the  passages  of  indivi- 
duals between  that  city  and  Buffalo,  from  the  10th 
of  May  to  the  lOlh  of  November  last.  A steam- 
boat is  to  run  on  the  lake  next  spring. 

Potomac  fisheries. — A meeting  of  tlie  persons  in- 
terested in  the  fisheries  on  the  Potomac  river,  has 
been  held  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  the  legisla- 
tures  of  Maryland  ami  Virginia  to  forbid  the  use  of 
Tide  or  Gill  nets,  which  obstruct  the  p issage  of  the 
fish,  and  kill  and  destroy  a great  many  of  them  to 
no  purpose.  These  nets  appear  to  be  a real  griev- 
ance .and  a serious  injury,  and  ought  to  be  disused. 
The  memorial  also  remonstrates  against  the  passage 
of  steam  boats  during  the  time  of  the  spring  fish- 
eries—from  the  first  of  April  to  the  middle  of  May. 

The  Ohio  made  a perpendicular  rise  of  thirty  feet 
above  common  low  water,  in  the  course  of  three 
days,  about  the  20th  of  November  last.  Much  da**- 
mage  was  done. 

IxDiAW  Fight — Information  o f a Shawanee  chief.— 
The  Cherokee  sand  their,  and  their  allies,  with  the 
loss  of  1 man  killed  and  a few  wounded,  have  killed 
83  and  taken  upwards  of  KIO  of  the  confederacy 
formerly  mentioned,  wi  h much  plunder,  and  have 
destroyed  the  crops  and  burnt  the  town  of  the  Osa- 
ges  of  Arkansas.  It  is  also  said  that  a number  of 
scalps  taken  from  the  whites  were  found  with  the 
baggage  of  the  Osages. — St.  Louis  JSTov.  15. 

Fires.  We  lately  noticed  the  des’.ructioft  of  a 
large  manufactory  in  Massachusetts  by  fire — ano- 
ther has  just  been:  burnt  in  Rhode  Island — ihe  loss 
by  those  two  factories  is  estimated  at  between  50 
and  60,000  dollars.  It  is  not  believed  that  either 
of  them  happened  by  accident. 

Something  novel. — Yester<lay  morning,  seven 
young  warriors  of  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians  left 
this  viliage  in  ihe  stage,  under  the  charge  of  Messrs* 
A.  C.  Fo.t,  of  this  viliage  and  W.  Brigham,  of 
Chautauque,  for  New-York — from  whence,  we  un- 
derstand they  are  to  take  passage  for  Liverpool, 
England.  Their  object  is  to  exhibit  Uiemselvesin 
all  the  important  towns  in  England,  vvljer»ce  they 
will  proceed  to  Paris,  and  afterwards,  probably, 
complete  the  grand  tour  tlirough  Europe.  The 
Indians  are  all  fine  looking  active  young  men,  and 
will  undoubtedly  afford  the  Europeans  .t  very  novel 
and  interesting  exhibition. — Buffalo  .fonrnal. 

A letter  from  Detroit,  of  28'.h  November  last, 
s.iya,  that  nearly  fifty  miles  of  the  nnliiary  road 
have  been  made  since  August  last,  by  the  troops 
stationed  at  that  place.  This  road  extends  from 
Detroit  to  within  about  ten  miles  of  the  Black 
Sxoamp.  Notwithstanding  the  obsiacles  whicli  op- 
p >.sed,  many  good  bridges  have  been  built,  and  the 
immense  labor  performed  is  said  to  reflect  much 
Cl  e.lit  on  the  v fficers  and  soldiers  who  wrree'  gaged 
Ui  the  arduous  undertaking.  [JVai.  Int. 

A resolution  presenung  an  elegant  sword  to  the 
mfiiu  and  only  sou  of  the  late  col.  Benj.  Forsythe, 
wnofell  it  Odle  0vVn,inCadada,  the  23d  June,  1814; 
and  appropriating  %250  annually  for  seven  years, 
for  his  eduoatioivvvas  passed  at  the  late  session  of 
the  legislature  oi  North  Caroluu* 
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Compensation  of  Congress. 

Tlie  writer  of  liie  following-  is  know  n to  me  by  his 
manuscript,  though  he  has  not  given  his  name. 
He  is  an  old  whig,  ofhigli  standing — and  1 sub- 
mit his  reproof  fairly  to  my  readers  for  tlieir 
judgement  on  the  subject.  “A  difference  of  opi* 
nion  is  not  a difference  of  principle.” — Editor. 

A constant  subscriber  for  jour  useful  \\  eek- 
Iv  i.egister,  has  been  fretjuentlj  ‘gratified  and 
improved  bj  your  editorial  observations  on  na- 
tional and  economical  subjects.  But  in  a 
late  number,  lie  has  noticed  jour  remarks  on 
the  compensation  of  congress  with  deep  regret 
and  serious  alarm.  You  saj,  “the  late  compen- 
sation law  was  rather  objected  to  on  account 
of  its  manner  than  for  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation which  it  allowed.”  hei  eas  both  the 
manner  and  the  matter  of  that  law'  wasrepie- 
hended  bj  most  of  tlie  serious  and  vistuous 
part  of  the  community.  Can  you  seriously 
contend  for  ten  dollars  per  diem  to  the  mem- 
bers of  congress,  as  a reasonable  compensation! 
It  would  appear  from  your  remarks,  that  you 
think  this  necessary  to  induce  a man  of  talents 
to  attend,  and  enable  him  to  live  at  “Washing- 
ton as  a gentleman.”  Ah!  what  a fascinating 
epithet!  is  is  not  to  be  feared,  that  the  efforts 
making  to  enable  our  members  to  live  like  gen- 
tlemen, will,  in  the  end,  destroy  the  morals, 
and  ruin  the  republican  institutions  of  our  hap- 
py country.^  As  we  disavow'  all  family  dis- 
tinctions, the  term  “gentleman”  with  us  can 
import  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a man  of 
gentle,  easy  manners,  and  of  useful  qualifica- 
tions. Ten  dollars  per  day  may  be  necessary 
to  support  a gambler,  or  a prodigal,  but  neither 
of  them  are  even  conterminous  to  a gentleman. 

One  “precious  confession”  you  have  made  in 
saying — “their  compensation  ought  never  to 
be  so  great  as  to  make  it  an  object  w'orth  con- 
tending for.  ’ Now,  sir,  in  many  parts  of  the 
United  States  six  dollars  a day  was  sufficient 
to  produce  gr  eat  competitions  Tor  seats  in  con- 
gress. And  it  is  well  know'n  tiiat  many  who 
demeaned  themselves  so  as  to  continue  in  the 
confidence  of  their  constituents,  and  retain 
their  seats  for  a number  of  years,  have,  with 
six  dollars  a day,  grown  much  richer  than  any 
of  their  grade  and  prospects  in  life.  Many  that 
liave  declined  on  account  of  not  being  able  to 
attend  or  make  the  sacrifice,  were  previously 
persuaded  th*t  they  could  not  retain  their 
seats.  A man’s  family,  lunvever,  may  be  in 
such  a situation,  and  his  professional  business 
in  such  a state,  as  to  preclude  his  attendance 
in  congress  for  any  “reasonable”  compensa- 
tion; but  at  the  old  allowance  we  shall  never 
be  at  a loss  to  find  members,  ami  such  as  are 
Voi.  XIII. 21. 


best  qualified  to  se  ve  us.  Your  high  minded, 
dashing,  hxpiacious  men  are  by  no  means  the 
safest  and  surest  representatives  of  a republi 
can  people.  The  writer  is  very  much  of  opi- 
nion with  col.  Bane,  the  best  friend  we  had  in 
the  British  house  of  commons  during  the  revo- 
lution— thatlhe  only  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
as  most  likely  to  imu-  the  peace  and  prosperi- 
ty of  the  United  States,  w as  changing  the  sim- 
plicity of  their  habits  and  manners  into  an  imi- 
tation of  thepriile,  extravagancies,  and  prodi- 
gality of  the  high  minded  huiopeans.  And 
the  1 4th  congress  have  given  us  a sad  sample 
of  what  vain  and  avaricious  men  can  do  to  con- 
taminate our  country.  Notwithstanding  your 
aberration  from  correct  principles  in  tl.is  in- 
stance, the  writer  is  still  your  triend  and  w ell 
w'isher. 


Case  of  an  American  seaman. 

The  following  seems  to  be  the  amount  of  a 
circumstance  that  has  lately  excited  consider- 
able sensibility  at  New  York.  'I  he  Biiti^h 
sloop  of  war  Ksk,  arrived  there  two  or  thiee 
weeks  ago,  w'itli  a la’ge  quantity  of  specie  for 
the  United  State.s  bank  and  sundry  individuals. 
The  butcher  who  supplied  her  w ith  fresh  meat, 
brought  up  a letter  from  a certain  John  Wil- 
liams, addressed  to  his  sister,  in  New  fork, 
claiming  her  interference  for  his  release,  stat- 
ing that  lie  had  lost  his  protection,'^  See.  Site 
carried  this  letter  to  the  Recorder  of  the  city 
and  supported  it  Avith  such  testimony  as  induc- 
ed him  to  issue  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  w hich 
was  served  on  the  captain  on  the  I2th  ult.  But 
he  neglected  to  appear,  and  it  seems  tliat  no 
timely  measure  was  taken  to  prevent  the  de- 
parture of  the  ship  until  die  writ  was  respect- 
ed, and  she  sailed  w'ith  Williams  on  board.— 
This  produced  some  remarks  in  the  newspa 
pers,  when  Mr.  Buchanan^  the  Briti'sh  consul, 
felt  it  his  duty  to  explain  the  affair,  saying. — 
“although  tlie  w i it  w as  not  addressed  correi  t- 
ly,t  either  as  to  the  name  of  the  captain  or  of 
the  vessel  (as  the  name  of  the  vessel  is  the 

^'We  repeat  wb.at  we  have  said  an  hundred  times 
before,  that  the  practice  of  t^ranting'  “protec  ions” 
so. called,  ought  to  be  abolislied — it  admits  a semi 
right  to  search  for  men,  and  is  of  no  sort  of  use 
when  “Ais  majesty  ivanis  thern'^  It  is  degrading,— 
what! — is  the  Jhverican  to  he  compelled  to  carrv 
about  him  a voucher  to  set  forth  that  he  is  not  a 
slave?  Let  \.\\e  proof  rest  where  it  ought — wi'.h  tlie 
opposite  party,  and  let  its  operation  be  confined  to 
places  within  their  dominions.  The  ocean  is  not 
theirs! — no,  verily,  no! 

fThe  writ  w.as  addressed  to  captain  /ienpa-,  of  the 
Elk. 
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Esk,  and  the  commanders  name  Lennock) 
yet  captjtin  Lennock  immediately  inquired  for' 
fiiis  mulatto  lad,  whose  name  on  the  ship’s 
hooks  is  John  Robinson:  who  then,  in  the  pre- 
sor-ce  of  the  pilot,  denied  that  he  wanted  his 
discharj^e,  but  alone  to  obtain  a protection. — 
Enptain  L.ennock  accordingly  wrote  a letter  to 
me,  requesting  1 would  call  on  the  recorder 
and  state  these  facts,  and  also  to  mention  that 
if  it  was  recpiired,  that  the  boy  should  be  sent 
back  from  Jamaica — with  wliich  statement  the 
recorder  expressed  his  satisfaction. 

It  must  be  well  known  that  since  the  peace 
there  has  been  no  impressment  in  the  British 
navv;  aiul  it  appears  tliis  lad  was  paid  off’  in 
England,  and  entered  freely  on  board  the  Ber- 
muda, from  which  vessel  he  was  turned  over  to 
the  Esk.” 

In  reply  to  this  it  has  been  published,  that 
the  i-ecorder,  so  far  from  being  satisfied  with 
the  explana,tions  of  the  consul,  has  prepared  a 
statement  of  tlie  particulars  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  it  to  the  governor  of  New  York, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  (and  we  doubt  not  it 
will  be  promptly  done)  to  communicate  tjie 
same  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.” 

The  ]>ilot  who  conducted  the  Esk  to  sea, 
which  Ik*,  ^vas  previously  directed  by  the  civil 
authority  not  to  do,  has  been  dismissed  by  the 
board  of  wardens  of  that  port. 


Debates  in  Congress. 

[dLFEKUED  AltTlClE.] 

'riie  editors  of  the  JVational  IjLteUlgencer,^ 
for  reasons  unknown  to  us,  have  required  that 
the  editors  of  certain  news-papers  should  ac- 
knowledge tlie  source  from  whence  they  derive 
their  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  congress. 
We  very  well  know  that  this  requisition  does 
not  apply  to  the  Weekly  Register;  for  we  have 
repeatedly  stated  that  our  abstracts  of  those 
proceedings,  &c.  were  alwa}’^s  made  from  that 
paper,  unless  otherwise  credited — ^yet  we  are 
pleased  to  embrace  an  opportunity  so  fairly 
presented  for  oft’ering  the  respectful  tribute  of 
our  approbation  to  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton 
for  tlie  very  great  ability  and  industry  with 
which  they  have  performed  this  important  ser- 
vice to  their  country.  It  has  often  happened 
that  the  Intelligencer  of  one  day  has  contained 
seven  or  eight  columns  of  the  debates,  &c.  of 
the  preceding  day.  We  can  well  appreciate 
tlie  excellency  of  the  system  and  the  force  of 
the  industry  needful  to  accomplish  things  like 
tl'.cse.  And  there  is  a verbal  accuracy  in  the 
speeches  reported  by  them  that  we  hardly  ex- 
pected: the  editor  of  the  Register  had  the  plea- 
sure to  hear  the  short  speech  delivered  by  Mr. 
Clay  on  the  second  day  of  this  session — and, 
liis  memory  being  tolerably  good  and  the 
speech  slmrt,  lie  thought  he  could  have  repeat- 
ed it  nearly  word  lor  word — and  so  it  was  pub- 
lished from  the  notes  taken  for  the  Intelliiicen- 


Emigration. 

The  following  is  communicated  by  a gentleman  of 
Philadelphia,  and  may  be  relied  uyjon  for  its  accu- 
racy— being  made  up  from  the  manifests  of  all 
the  passenger-vessels  tliat  entered  at  the  custom- 
house there,  from  the  time  to  the  time  stated. — 
The  amount  given  may,  witli  a small  addition,  be 
accepted  as  the  whole  number  of  emigrants  wlio 
arrived  in  that  port  during  the  year  iSlT";  as  in 
the  wunter  season  many  do  not  commonly  arrive 
in  the  United  States. 

In  presenting  his  thanks  to  his  correspondent  for 
this  interesting  statement  of  facts,  the  editor 
would  respectfully  remark,  that  if  tho.se,  general- 
ly, who  have  like  opportunities  of  collecting  and 
communicating  such  and  many  other  statistical 
facts,  would  give  a little  attention  to  the  subject, 
they  might  convey  much  useful  information  to 
the  public,  and  essentially  assist  the  study  of  poli- 
tical economy. 

EcHOPEAN  EMIftUAUTS  AREITEn  AT  PHILADELPHIA  DUU- 


ING  8 MONTHS — VIZ.  FBOM  APHIL 

BEUSl,  1817. 

28,  TO 

DF-CE.M- 

From  whence. 

Per- 

sons. 

In 

vessels 

France  . . . . - 

66 

6 

Italy 

22 

3 

Germany 

53 

3 

Ireland 

441 

12 

Great  Britain  .... 

1292 

43 

English,  Iiish  and  Scotch,  via.  ^ 
British  possesions  in  America  3 

547 

11 

Holland* 

4867 

18 

7288 

96 

*xVlost  if  not  all  of  the  persons  that  arrived  by  the 
,vvay  of  Holland,  were  Germans.  The  Dulch  ship 
April  has  arrived  in  the  Delaware  since  the  1st  inst. 
and  is  not  included  in  the  above  return,  with  550 
passengers.  03”Total  British  subjects  2280. 


Wealth  of  Louisiana. 

A Milledgeville  paper  says,  that  negj-oes  on  the 
sngar  estates  of  Louisiana  are  worth  from  600  to 
1000  dollars  yearly;  and  the  sugar  crops  are  worth 
from  20  to  150,000  dollars  a year.  Sugar  land 
cl6se  to  the  city,  sells  for  5000  dollars  the  acre; 
and  no  sugar  land  sell  for  less  than  800  the  acre. 
Mechanics  of  all  descriptions  soon  gi  owrinli.  De- 
cent board  is  from  40  to  60  dollars  per  month;  but, 
claret  is  allowed  to  be  used  with  discretion  wiil\out 
any  extra^charge;  house  rent  is  high,  and  even  nak- 
ed  lots  on  the  front  street,  60  feet  rear,  rent  for 
.3  dollars  a foot  per  month.  The  American  popu- 
lation is  increasing,  and  already  balances  the 
French  in  the  legislature.  Tliat  there  is  a vast  field 
open  for  persons  fond  of  public  life;  the  creoles  are 
averse  to  it,  and  the  state  pays  her  officers  better 
than  any  of  her  sister  states. 

“The  governor  has  7500  dollars  a year;  judge  of 
the  supreme  court  5000  dollars;  inferior  judges  in 
the  city  4000,  and  those  in  the  counti’y  1500  and 
2000;  yet  these  salaries  are  Insignificant  when  com- 
pared to  the  profits  of  a cultivated  farm.” 

iCT'These  amounts  appear  enormous;  yet 
they  must  be  great,  if  the  vVest-lndia  sugar- 
planters  cun  live  by  their  business,  those  of 
Louisiana  must  soon  grow  immensely  rich,  it 
is  not  luulerstocd  that  our  sugar  lands  arc  less 
productive  than  th.csc  of  the  West-indies,  and 
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acts  as  a bountjf  equal  to,  perhaps,  nearly  ; 
third  of  the  amount  received  for  it  by  the  vv  es 
India  planter  in  favor  of  our  own.  As  the  cul 
tivation  rises  to  meet  the  demand  for  con 
sumption,  this  duty  should  be  reduced.  It  is 
too  heavy — for  su<^ar,  to  a very  considerable 

r>art  of  our  population,  is  as  a real  necessa 
ife. 


Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Estimates  of  (he  secretary  f;r  the  year  1818 


RANK. 

3 J 

0 

r"  2 

No.  of  rations  I 
per  day.  } 

Amo’t  of  pay 
and  rations. 

35  captains 

100 

7 

64,356  25 

26  masters  commandant 

60 

4 

28,210 

8*lieats.  commandant 

50 

0 

6,990 

170  lieutenants 

40 

2 

112,625 

10  acting  lieutenants 

40 

2 

6,625 

420  midshipmen 

19 

- 

95.760 

48  surgeons 

50 

1 

33,180 

10  acting  surgeons 

50 

1 

4,562  50 

42  surgeons’  mates 

30 

1 

18,952  50 

45  pursers 

40 

1 

25,706  25 

12  chaplains 

40 

1 

6,855 

4 schoolmasters 

25 

1 

1,565 

75  sailing  masters 
20  captain’s  clerks 

40 

1 

42,843  75 

25 

- 1 

6,000 

90  masters  mates 
25  boatswains 
25  gunners 

1 

(>185 

20 

1 

61,281  25 

25  carpenters  | 

20  sail  makers  ^ 
45  boats’ns  mates'^ 
40  gunner’s  do. 

1 

) 

1 

19 

34,200 

83,592 

40  carpenter’s  do.  j 
25  sailmaker’s  do.^ 
90  quartermasters'^ 
90  do.  gunners 
35  yeomen 
15  coxswains 
40  stew'ards  ] 

^150 

1 

1 

^.38/" 

18 

18  coopers  | 

22  armorers 
22  mast’s  at  arms 
10  ship’s  corpo’ls 
45  cooks  J 

2000  seamen 

r 

1 

12 

288,000 

1600  ordinary  seamen 

10 

- 

192,000 

350  boys 

6 

- 

25,200 

5597  total. 

1,138,504  50 

' Alarine  corps— 

-1818. 

L JT 

>.•  0 

3 

2 ■< 

n 

Amo’t  of  pay 

^ i. 

and  rations. 

( 

r 0’ 

» 

■I'  • 

P 

1 lieutenant  colonel 

7.5 

12 

1.776 

9 captains 

40 

3 

6,291 

24  first  lieutenants 

30 

3 

1.3,896 

16  second  lieutenants 

25 

2 

7,136 

73  sergeants 

9 

— 

7,884 

73  corporals 

8 

— 

7,008 

42  musicians 

7 

— 

3,528 

750  privates 

6 

— 

54,000 

Adjutant,  paymaster,  and 

quartcrmasier,  extra  pay, 

each,  §30  per  month 

90 

— 

1,080 

5 brevet  majors  command 

ing  stations,  five  rations 

per  day,  extra 

— 

25 

1,825 

938  non-commissioned  of- 

ficers and  privates,  one 

104.424 

ration  per  day,  each 

— 

— 

68,474 

1 

172.898 

Clothing 
Military  stores 
Contingencies— travelling  expenses, 
camp-kettles,  forage,  kc. 


Provisions  for  5,597  persons,  making 
2,042,905  rations  at  25  cents. 
Hospital  stores,  medicines,  instru- 
ments, &c.  including  the  marine 

corps 

Repairs  of  vessels  . 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
Repairs  of  navy  yards,  and  construe 
tion  of  docks,  &c.  . 

Contingent  expenses 
Purchases  of  medals  and  swords 


32,059  95 
1,087  50 

1(5,100 


S222,I45  45 


510,726  25 


25.000 

300,000 


100,000 

300,000 

15,000 


2,389,230  75 


Salt — Bounty — Allowances. 

A statement  shewing'  the  amount  of  duty  which  acent* 
ed  on  salt  imported  during  the  years  1815  and  1816, 
and  from  the  1,«?  of  January  to  30?/z  June,  1817;  to- 
gether with  the  amount  paid  for  bounty  on  pickled 
fsh,  exported,  and  for  ^allowances  to  vessels  employ- 
ed in  the  fisheries,  during  the  same  period, 

Period.  Duty  oil  salt.  Bounty.  Allowancrs. 

From  Jan.  1,  to  D(*c.  31,  1«I  5.  855.-1 18  49  — 1.81174 

1316,  1,100,745  70  536  80  84,7.36  26 

June  30,  1817,  232,183  74  1,836  20  76,786  43 

Dolls.  2.183,377  84 


Treasury  department, 
llegister's  office,  Dec.  27,  1817. 

JOSliinj  XOURSE,  Register. 


Florida  Affairs. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  under  which  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  and  laws  were  passed,  having 
been  long  since  removed  by  the  enacting  authori- 
ty, it  Is  deemed  unnecessary  that  they  'should  be 
longer  withheld  from  the  public  eye.  T.’iey  are 
now,  therefore,  published.  ' Xat.  hit. 

Rcsocuriox. 

Taking  into  view  the  peculiar  situation  of  Spaij', 
and  oflier  .American  provi.ice.s,  and  considering  the 
influence  which  t’ne  destiny  of  the  territory  afljoin- 
ing  the  southern  border  of  the  Cnited  Slates  in  zv 
have  upon  their  security,  tranquility,  and  com- 
merce— I’herefore, 

Resolved,  by  th  - Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  ‘States  of  America,  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  t!ie  United  States,  under  tlie  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  the  existing  crisis,  cannot, 
without  serious  inquietude,  see  any  part  of  tlie 
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said  territory  pass  into  the  hands  of  any  foreign 
power;  and  that  a due  regard  to  their  own  safety 
compels  them  to  provide,  under  certain  contingen- 
cies, for  the  temporary  occupation  of  the  said  ter- 
ritory'; they  at  tlie  same  time  declare  that  the  said 
territory  shall,  in  their  hands,  remain  subject  to 
future  negociation.  J.  B.  VARNUM, 

• Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

GEO:  CLINTON, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 
.January  15, 1811 — approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 

An  act  to  enable  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
under  certain  contingencies,  to  take  possession 
of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river  Pei'dido, 
and  south  of  the  state  of  Georgia  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Jie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  Jmerica  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  lie  is  hereby  authorised  to  take  possession 
of,  and  occupy,  all  or  any  part  of  the  territory  ly- 
ing east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
slate  of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  territory,  in 
c.ase  an  arrangement  has  been,  or  shall  be,  made 
with  tlie  local  authority  of  the  said  territory,  for 
delivering  up  tlie  possession  of  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  the  United  States,  or  in  the  event 
of  an  attempt  to  occupy  the  said  territory,  or  any 
part  thereof,  by  any  foreign  government;  and  he 
may  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession,  and  oc- 
cupying, the  territory  aforesaid,  and  in  order  to 
maintain  therein  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
employ  any  part  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
Slates,  which  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  defraying 
such  expenses  as  the  president  may  deem  neces.sa- 
ry  fur  obtaining  possession  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
securiiy  of  the  said  territory,  to  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  president,  out  of  any  monies 
ill  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  posses- 
sion of  the  terri'ory  aforesaid  shall  be  obtained  by 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  that  until  other 
provision  be  made  by  congress,  the  president  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  establish,  within 
the  territory  aforesaid,  a temporary  government, 
and  the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  thereof 
shall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  persons,  and  be 
exercised  in  such  manner,  as  he  may  direct,  for 
the  protection  and  maintainance  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  territory  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion.  J.  B.  VARNUM, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

GEO:  CLINTON, 

Vice-President  of  the  United  State.s,  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 
January  15, 1811 — approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 

An  act  concerning  an  act  to  enable  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  under  certain  contingencies, 
to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the 
river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  state  of  Georgia 
iuid  tlie  Mississippi  territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  declaration  accompanying  the 
same. 

Lie  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  Ameiica  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  act,  and  the  act  passed  during 
the  present  session  of  congress,  entitled  “an  act  to 
enable  the  president  of  the  United  States,  under 
cc  rtuin  contingencies,  to  take  possession  of  the 


country  lying  e.ast  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south 
of  the  state  of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purposes,”  and  the  declaration 
accompanying  the  same,  be  not  printed  or  publish- 
ed until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress, 
unless  directed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  ronti’arv  notwith- 
standing. J.  B.  VARNUM, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JOHN  POPE,] 

President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 
March  3, 1811— approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 

An  act  authorizing  the  president  of  tlie  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  a tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  west 
of  the  river  Perdido. 

Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  the  president  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  occupy  and  hold  all  that  tract  of 
country  called  West  Florida,  whicli  lies  west  of  the 
river  Perdido,  not  now  in  possession  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  occupying  and  holding  the  country 
aforesaid,  and  of  affording  protection  to  the  inha- 
bitants thereof  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  the  president  may  employ  such  parts  of  the 
military  and  naval  force  of  the  United  States  as  he 
may  deem  necessary. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for  de- 
fraying the  necessary  expenses,  twenty  thousand 
dollars  are  hereby  appropriated, to  be  paid  out  of  any 
monies  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  under 
the  direction  of  the  president.  H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

WM,  H.  CRAWFORD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 
February  12,  1813 — approved,  JAMES  MADISON* 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 

ATS  ACT  TO  ABOLISH  THE  INTERNAL  DUTIES. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  from  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of 
December  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen, the  internal  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers,  oa 
refined  sugars,  licenses  to  retailers,  sales  at  auction, 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  stamp- 
ed vellum,  parchment  and  paper,  shall  be  dis- 
continued; and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  rela- 
tive thereto,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  thirty 
first  day  of  December,  be  repealed;  Provided,  That 
for  the  recovery,  remission  and  receipt  of  such  du- 
ties as  have  accrued,  and  ou  the  day  aforesaid  re- 
main outstanding,  and  for  the  payment  of  drawbacks 
or  allowances  on  the  exportation  of  any  of  the  said 
spirits  or  sugars  legally  entitled  thereto,  provided 
the  exportation  be  effected  previous  to  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and 
nineteen,  and  for  the  recovery  and  distribution  of 
fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  and  the  remission 
thereof  which  shall  liave  been  incurred  before  and 
on  the  said  thirty  first  day  of  December,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  aforesaid  acts  shall  remain  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offices 
of  the  collectors  of  the  internal  duties  and  direct 
tax,  shall  continue  in  each  collection  district,  re- 
spectively, until  the  collection  of  the  duties  above- 
mentioned,  and  of  the  direct  tax,  shall  have  been 
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completed  in  such  district,  and  no  long-er,  unless 
sooner  discontinued  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  empowered, 
whenever  the  collection  of  the  said  duties  and  tax 
shall  have  been  so  f.ir  completed  in  any  district  as 
to  render,  in  his  opinion,  tha*  measure  expedient, 
to  discontinue  any  of  the  said  collectors,  and  to 
unite,  into  one  collection  district,  any  two  or  more 
collection  districts,  lying'  and  being’  in  the  same 
Slate;  in  which  case,  the  collectors  thereafter  em- 
ployed in  tlie  collection  of  the  said  duties  and  tax 
in  such  state  or  district,  shall  be  appointed  and  re- 
movable by  the  president  alone:  and  for  the  promot- 
ing of  the  collection  of  any  of  the  abovementioned 
duties  or  tax,  which  may  be  outstanding,  after  the 
said  thirty  first  day  of  December,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  em- 
powered, at  any  time  thereafter^  to  make  such  al- 
lowance as  he  may  think  proper,  in  addition  to  the 
commissions  now  allowed  by  law,  to  any  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  said  duties  and  tax,  and  the  same 
from  time  to  time  to  vary;  Provided,  that  the  whole 
of  such  additional  allowances  shall  not  in  the  aggre- 
gate, exceed  five  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the 
duties  and  tax  paid  into  tlie  treasury  after  that  day; 
and  that  the  extrao’.'dinary  allowances  authorized 
on  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  passed 
March  third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fif- 
teen entitled,  “An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  and 
increase  the  responsibility  ofth.ecollectors  of  thedi- 
rect  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  with  the  collection  thereof,”  shall,  after 
the  said  31st  day  of  December,  cease:  and  the  office 
of  commissioner  of  the  revenue  shall  cease,  and  be 
discontinued,  whenever  the  collection  of  the  duties 
and  tax  abovementioned  shall  be  completed,  unless 
sooner  discontinued  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  be,  and  liereby  is,  empowered, 
whenever  the  collection  of  the  said  duties  and  tax 
shall  have  been  so  fitr  completed,  as,  in  his  opinion, 
to  render  that  measure  expedient,  to  discontinue 
the  said  office;  in  which  case  the  immedi-ate  super- 
intendence and  collection  of  sucli  parts  of  the  said 
duties  and  taxes  as  may  then  remain  outstanding, 
shall  be  placed  in  such  office  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment as  t!ie  secretary,  for  the  time  being,  may 
designate:  Provided  hotuever.  That  all  bonds,  notes, 
or  other  instruments,  which  have  been  cliarged 
with  the  payment  of  a duty;  and  which  shall,  any 
time  prior  to  the  said  thirty  first  day  of  December, 
have  been  written  or  printed  on  vellum,  parchment 
or  paper,  not  stamped  or  marked  according  to  law, 
or  upon  vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  not  stamped 
or  marked  at  a lower  rate  of  duty  than  is  required 
by  la\v  for  such  bond,  note,  or  other  instrument, 
may  be  presented  to  any  collector  of  tlie  internal 
revenue,  or  collector  of  the  customs  within  the  state 
and  where  there  [is]  no  collector,  to  the  marshal  of 
the  district,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duty  with  wdiich  such  instrument  whs 
chargeable,  toge  her  with  the  additional  sum  of  ten 
dollars:  for  which  duty  and  additional  sum,  the 
said  collector  or  marshal  shall  be  accountable  to 
the  treasur}''  of  the  United  States;  to  endorse  upon 
some  part  of  such  instrument  his  receipt  for  the 
same;  and  thereupon  the  said  bond,  note,  or  other 
instrument,  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
valid  and  available  to  the  person  holding  the  same, 
as  if  it  had  been  or  were  stamped,  or  marked,  as 
by  law'  required — any  thing  in  any  act  to  the  contra- 
ry notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  ^9nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  per- 
sons who  shall  obtain  licenses  for  stills  or  boilers, 
or  for  selling  by  retail,  or  certificates  for  carriages 


extpnding  beyond  the  said  thirty-first  of  Derembe". 
shall  be  allowed  a deduction  from  the  duties  paid 
or  secured  by  them,  proportionate  to  the  part  of 
their  term  which  may  remain  unexpired  on  the  said 
thirty-first  of  December,  and  the  several  hanks  or 
bankers  which  may  have  agreed  to  make  the  annual 
composition  of  one  and  a half  per  centum  on  their 
dividends,  in  lieu  of  the  stamp  duty  on  tlie  notes 
issued  by  them,  shall  pay  only  at  tlie  r.-te  of  o '^e 
and  a half  per  centum  per  annum,  on  such  f’.ivi- 
dends  for  tlie  portion  of  a year  tliat  shall  rema.u 
from  the  time  of  the  last  annttal  payment  to  the  s .i  I 
thirty' first  of  December,  to  be  estinnted  uno”'  tie 
dividend  or  dividends  that  have  been  or  sliail  I)-*, 
declared  and  made  by  suc’i  bank  or  bankers  re- 
spectively', witliin  a year  from  ^lieiime  ofs’icli  1-ist 
annual  payment,  and  in  all  cases  in  wbicii  payments 
shall  have  been  made,  or  duti'es  secired,  tor  a term 
extending  beyond  tlie  said  thirty-first  of  December, 
on  account  of  any  certificates  for  the  use  of  a car- 
riage, or  license  to  distil  or  retail,  so  mudi  of  tlie 
suras  so  paid  or  secured  as  .shall  be  proportione;!  to 
the  part  of  the  term  which  may  remain  unex]fu'C(l, 
shall  be  refunded  or  remitted:  Provid-^d,  'fliatall 

duties  on  sales  at  auction  effected,  and  on  refined 
sugar  removed,  previously  to  the  first  d.’.y  of  .1  m- 
uary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
shall  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  if  thi.s  act  had 
not  been  passed. 

Sec.  4.  .^7id  he  it  further  enacted,  'I'liat  all  per- 
sons who  sliall,  on  or  after  the  said  thirty-first  of 
December,  liave  any  blank  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  which  has  been  stamped,  and  on  which  a 
duty  has  been  paid  to  the  use  of  government,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  collector  of  the 
district  to  whom  it  may  be  delivered,  or  from  such 
other  reventte  officer  in  the  resp'^ctive  stales  or 
districts  as  may  be  designated  for  that  pn’  pose  bv 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  value  of  the  sai  I 
stamps,  after  deducting,  in  all  cases,  seven  and  .i 
half  per  centum,  and  the  said  officer.s  are  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  the  same;  Provided,  the  said  blank 
vellum,  parchment  or  paper,  be  pi-esented  within 
four  months  after  the  said  thirty  first  of  Decem- 
ber. 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  'Miat  on  ail 
sums  tliat  be  refnndeci  in  virtue  of  this  act,  as  w'eli 
as  all  sums  received  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  De- 
cember aforesaid,  and  before  notice  of  this  act,  the 
collectors  shall  he  allowed  a commission  of  six  per 
centum,  to  be  charged  by  them  in  settling  their 
.accounts  with  the  treasury  department. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  a 
collector  sliall  not  have  in  his  hands  a sufficient 
sum  out  of  wliicli  to  refund  tlie  sums  authorized  to 
be  refunded  by  this  act,  or  to  defray  the  expen- 
ses incident  to  the  collection  of  the  outstanding’ 
duties  and  direct  tux,  such  repayments  and  expen- 
ses shall  be  made  and  defrayed  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'I'hat  if,  on  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  .any  collector  relaiivf 
to  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  balances  «hall 
be  found  due  to  .and  from  him  on  tlie  different  ac 
counts,  they  may  be  adjusted,  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
final  balances,  and  if  this  be  in  favor  of  the  collec 
tor,  it  shall  be  paid  out  of  .any  money  in  the  Ireast; 
ry  not  otherwise  appropi’i.ated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  tt  further  enarted.  That  l!ie  fifii 
section  of  the  act  passed  the  third  day  of  .M  rcb, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  an-l  fifteen,  enti  l-d 
“An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  and  increaae  t!ie 
responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  t..  .S 
and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  purposes  connect 
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ed  with  the  collection  thereof,”  shall  cease  after  llie 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventeen.  H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

JOHN  GxAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore. 
Approved,  December  23,  181f— 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Loan  office  certificEites, 

ARMY  CERTIFICATES  AND  INDENTS  OF  IN- 
TEREST. 

The  following  is  tl>e  substance  of  a letter  from 
the  secreiary  of  the  treasury,  shewing  “the  out- 
standing loan  office  certificates,  army  certificates 
and  indents  of  interest  that  appear  on  the  books  of 
t!ie  treasury — accompanying  a bill  reported  in 
the  house  of  representatives  “to  authorize  the 
payment  of  certain  war  office  certificates.” 

Loan  office  certificates,  signed  by  the  treasurer  of 
loans,  and  countersigned  by  the  respective  loan 
officers” — whole  amount  ^100, o76  42 

“Fin  d settlement  certificates  issued  by 
commissioners  appointed  to  settle 
claims  during  the  revolutionary  war, 
in  ihe  several  departments”  3,992  30 

“Tuud  .settlement  certificates  issued  by 
commissioners  appointed  to  settle 
claims  of  individual  persons  for  sup- 
plies furuisiied”  in  the  several  states  15,530  22 

“Certificates  issued  by  army  contractors 
to  officers  and  privates  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army  38,414  52 

Indents  of  interest,  estimatecl  amount 
outstanding  500  00 


159,013  56 

The  average  period  of  interest  on  the  several  certifi- 
cates forming  the  foregoing  aggregate  amount,  may 
be  estimated  at  thirty  five  years,  or  from  the  1st 
of  .lanuary  ir82:  and  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the 
application  for  payment,  from  individual  holders, 
at  the  treasury,  of  late  years,  have  been  so  few, 
that  it  is  conjectured  a very  small  proportion, 
compared  with  the  whole  amount,  would  ever  be 
claimed  at  the  treasury. 

The  whole  of  them  are  barred  by  the  statutes 
of  limitation,  excepting  such  claims  (to  an  inconsi- 
derable  amount)  as  remain  filed  with  the  auditor 
of  the  treasury,  and  which  have  been  rejected  by 
him  as  inad.missable. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

Treauvry  Bepartinent, 

Register's  OJice,  5th  January,  181f. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvsinia. 

A I dress,  delivered  by  William  Fisdlat,  esq.  to  both 
houses  of  the  legislature,  on  his  inausruration, 
December  16, 1817. 

IhllKSnS  AND  FELLOW-CITIZyNS — 

In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  those  duties 
to  which  1 have  been  called  by  the  voice  of  the 
people,  i avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  now  pre- 
sented, to  return  to  them,  through  you,  my  ac- 
knowledgments for  this  distinguished  mark  of  their 
favor  4tul  confidence.  Sensible,  as  I am,  of  the  ar- 
duous duties,  and  high  responsibilities,  imposed  by 
the  coustitmi.on  and  laws  on  the  executive  magis- 
trale  of  our  state,  I shall  not  expect  to  discharge 
them  without  having  occasion  to  rely  on  the  con- 
ti.nuance  of  that  favor  and  confidence,  and  to  soli- 


cit indulgence  foi-  s\icn  imperfections  as  may  occur. 
An  exemption  from  error,  it  were  presumption  to 
expect;  but  whatever  can  be  effected  by  an  ardent 
attachment  to  our  republican  institutions,  by  a zeal 
in  tlie  performance  of  duty,  strengthened  by  those 
solemn  sanctions  which  you  have  just  witnessed, 
and  from  an  entire  devotion  of  my  best  abilities 
and  untiring  industry  to  the  public  welfare,  I may 
confidently  promise.  With  tlie  exertion  of  these, 
aided  by  your  wisdom,  patriotism  and  friendly  dis- 
positions, a kind  Providence,  I humbly  trust,  will 
continue  to  dispense  toour  beloved  country,  those 
blessings,  by  which  it  has  hitherto  been  so  pre- 
eminently distinguished. 

I cannot  but  felicitate  myself,  when  I reflect  on 
the  auspiciousnesa  of  the  period,  at  which  the  task 
of  administering  these  duties  has  been  assigned  to 
me.  I am  cheered  by  the  recollection,  that  I shall 
have  the  advantage  of  the  example  of  my  distin- 
guished  predecessor,  who  has  filled  the  cliair  of 
state  for  the  constitutional  term,  with  signal  fide- 
lity and  success. — Tlirough  a period  of  uncommon 
national  difficulty  and  embarrassment,  terminating, 
at  length,  in  war,  this  state  has  fulfilled  her  duty 
to  the  nation,  free  from  the  influence  of  sectional 
prejudice  and  local  jealousy,  wi»ile  in  her  interior 
the  march  of  improvement  has  been  both  steady 
and  rapid.  In  the  mean  time,  the  general  govern- 
ment has  been  so  wisely  conducted,  as  to  liave  ad- 
vanced the  interests,  and  eminently  secured  the 
confidence  of  its  citizens.  It  is  at  peace  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  its  character  respected  by  all  na.* 
tions. 

These  results  furnish  new  proofs  of  the  efficiency 
of  a republican  government.— Pounded  on  the  po, 
pular  will,  and  administered  by  the  agents  of  the 
people’s  choice,  it  has  ceased  to  be  a matter  of  ex- 
periment, but  has  proved  itself  competent  to  the 
demands  of  peace,  and  the  exigencies  of  war,  to 
the  preservation  of  the  general  weal,  and  to  the 
diffusion  of  private  happiness. 

Thanks  to  the  wisdom,  the  patrotism.  and  the 
valor  of  our  ancestors,  it  is  not  left  to  us,  fellow 
citizens,  to  purchase  our  liberties  at  the  price  of 
our  blood.  To  them,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Great  Arbiter  of  nations,  we  are  indebted  for  mani- 
fold  blessings;  yet  there  remains  to  us  a wide  field 
of  usefulness,  demanding  the  employment  of  our 
best  faculties.  Pennsylvania,  as  well  from  her  lo- 
cality as  from  her  population  and  resources,  forms 
an  important  member  of  the  union,  and  her  mea- 
sures thence  derive  a powerful  influence.  It  be- 
comes us  then,  in  a spirit  of  conciliation  and  for- 
bearance, with  harmony  of  design  and  unity  of  ac- 
tion, to  endeavor  to  render  ourselves  worthy  of  the 
high  trust  to  which  we  are  called  and  of  the  con- 
^inuefi  approbation  of  our  country,  by  persevering 
in  a disinterested  devotion  to  her  cause  and  by  cul- 
tivating with  care  those  meanS:  \ye  possess  of  ad- 
vancing the  general  interests. 

To  accelerate  the  progress  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  thereby  qnilethe  whole  state  in  one  com- 
mon bond  of  interest;  to  uphold,  by  all  our  ener- 
gy, the  liberty  anfi  independence  of  our  country; 
to  guard  the  rights  of  every  citizen  of  the  corn- 
wealth;  to  maintain  the  legitimate  sovereignty  of 
the  state,  on  the  one  hand,  whilst,  on  the  other, 
we  perform  with  fidelity  our  federal  obligations;  to 
provide  for  tlie  general  dissemination  of  knowledge; 
to  advance,  by  salutary  regulations,  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture,  manufactures  and  commerce,  so  far 
us  they  fall  witlffn  the  pale  of  state  legislation;  to 
render  the  administration  of  justice  easy,  expedi- 
tious, and  satisfactory;  to  establish  an  efficiea/' 
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militia  system;  to  encourag^e  tl-.ose  arts  that  supply 
and  a^fist  life;  to  cherish,  by  our  example  the  pu- 
rity and  beauty  of  the  relij^ion  of  the  Redeemer, 
the  only  steadfast  basis  of  tlut  morality  on  wliich 
republics  are  founded;  and  to  transmit,  untarnish- 
ed, and  undiminished,  to  our  posterity,  those  sa- 


and  some  regimental  clothing.  'Pi-e  boat  thus  laden, 
w,  s unfortunately  detached  alone  for  tills  place.  It 
is  due  to  maior  Muhlenburg  to  observe,  that  at 
the  time  he  detached  the  boat  I have  reason  to  be- 
lieve be  was  not  apprised  of  any  recent  ac.s  of  hos- 
tility bavitig  ’aken  place  in  this  q-;arter.  It  r ppears, 


cred  principles  of  liberty  and  equ.il  rights  which  j however,  by  a leMer  from  lleut.  S 'ott,  recei>  ed  ah  ' u 
we  inlierlted  from  our  Withers;  the.se  are  some  of  the  hour  in  which  he  was  attacked,  ih.»t  he  had  been 


the  labors  that  remain  for  us  to  perform,  and  that 
onr  country  lias  a right  to  expect  at  our  hands. 

I renew  to  you,  fellow  citizens,  nity  solemn  pledge 
of  a determination  to  devote  myself  to  the  public 
good,  and  afford,  to  the  full  extent  of  the  executive 
p.iwers,  a ready  co-operation  in  all  measures  cal- 
culated to  pro.uote  the  peace,  happiness  and  liber- 
ty of  our  constituents.  WILLl.V.M  FINDLAY. 

Harrisburg,  December  16, 1817. 

The  ofRcial  majoritv  in  f.ivor  of  Mr.  Findlay  was  j of  lieut.  Scott,  and  then  to  assist  major  Muhlenhurg. 
7,059~uot  7,005  as  .stated  in  the  table  we  publish- 1 This  detachment  embarked  late  in  the  evening  of 


warned  of  the  <lunger  which  awaited  him:  1 n:i  ,t, 
therefore,  conclude,  that  he  fell  it  t{>  he  his  d ily 
to  proceed.  'Whell.er  he  had  received  from  ma  jor 
Mnhlenburg  a positive  order  n this  efTecL  I have 
not  yet  learned  Upon  the  receipt  of  li -ul.  Sco  '.’s 
letter,  I had  two  boats  fi'..;ed  up  wiiii  rovers  of 
plank,  port  holes,  Stc.  fur  defence,  and  <!eracbed 
them  under  cap'..  Clinch,  with  a subaltern  t)ffic'*r 
and  40  men,  with  an  order  to  secure  tlie  movem.eut 


ed  in  page  192,  present  vol. 

'j'homas  Sergeant^  esq.  has  been  appointed  seci’e- 
tary  of  state. 


Indian  News — Official. 

Copy  of  (I  letter  from  major  general  Kdmund  P. 
Gaines^  to  governor  Rubiin  of  Georgia,  f received 
by  express  J dated  * Head- Quarters,  Fort  Scott, 
jjec.  2,  1817.’ 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency’s  letter  of  the  20th  of  last  month. 
The  detachment  of  militia,  I have  no  doubt  will  ar- 
rive in  due  time  to  enable  me  to  pat  an  end  to  the 
little  loar  in  this  quarter,  in  the  course  of  this  or  the 
next  month. 

With  a view  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  hos- 
tile Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Fowl  Town,  and  to  re- 
connoitre the  adjacent  country,  I a few  days  past 
detached  lieut.  col.  Arbuckle,  with  300  men. 


j the  30th  ult.  and  must  luave  jjassed  tlie  scene  of 
I action  (15  miles  below  this  place)  at  night  and  7 
I hours  after  the  affair  had  terminated.  1 have  not 
i yet  heard  from  captain  (Jlinch.  I siiall  immediately 
strengthen  tlie  detachment  under  nu  jor  Muhlen- 
hurg  with  another  boat,  secured  ag;iiust  the  ene- 
my’s fire.  He  will,  therefore,  move  up  safely  by 
keeping  near  tlie  middle  of  the  river,  .vhlch,  with 
ids  ve.ssels  and  force,  is  quite 'yraclicahle.  I shall, 
moreover,  take  a position,  v/ith  m}'  principal  force, 
near  tlie  junction  of  the  rivers  at  tlie  line  of  dem  .r- 
kation  between  the  United  Stales  ar.d  Spain,  and 
shall  attack  any  force  near  that  place,  or  that  may 
attempt  to  intercept  our  vebseis  or  supplies  below. 

The  wounded  men  wlio  made  thei'.-  e ;c.ape,  ron.- 
cur  in  the  opinion  tliat  they  had  seen  upwards  of  .509 
warriors  (supposed  to  be  lioslile)  at  difIVrrnt  iila- 
ces  on  tlie  river  below'  the  point  of  attack:  of  li-.e 
force  engaged  they  differ  in  opinio:i;  but  all  agree 
that  the  number  was  very  considerable,  extending 


The 

lieut.  col.  reports,  that  a party  of  Indians  had  pla-  j about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  alo:ig  the  shore 
ced  themselves  in  a swamp,  out  of  which  about  60  at  the  edge  of  a swamp,  in  a thick  woot 


warriors  approached  him  and  with  a war-whoop 
commenced  a brisk  fire  upon  the  detachment.  They 
returned  tlie  fire  in  a spirited  manner.  It  continu- 
ed not  more  than  15  or  20  mjnutes  before  the  in- 
dians  were  silenced,  and  forced  to  retire  into  the 
swamp  with  a loss  which  lieut.  col.  Arbuckle  esti- 
mates at  from  6 to  8 killed,  and  a much  greater 
number  wounded.  We  had  one  man  killed,  and 


I am  assured  by  the  friendly  chiefs,  that  tl^e  h -'- 
tile  warriors  of  the  town  on  the  Chattalioochie,  have 
been  for  sometime  past  moving  off  down  the  iWrr, 
to  join  the  Seminoles.  Those  no.v  remaining  oi 
the  river,  are  believed  to  be  well  dispo  ,ed.  One  of 
the  new  settlers  there,  however,  has  been  recently 
killed;  but  it  has  been  already  proven,  that  the  per- 
lPet.rator  oftlys  act,  together  with  most  of  the  war- 


two  wounded.  The  enemy  have  since  succeeded  i riors  of  this  town  (lligli  Town)  belonged  to  and 


in  an  alfair  in  which  the  real  savage  character  has 
been  fully  exhibited.  A large  party  formed  an  am- 
buscade on  the  30th  ultimo,  upon  the  App.dacliico- 
la  river,  a mile  below  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and 
Chattalioochie,  attacked  one  of  our  detachments  in 
a boat,  ascending  nearshore,  and  killed,  wounded, 
and  took  the  greater  part  of  the  detachment,  con- 
sisting of  40  men,  com;nanded  by  lieut.  R.  W. 
Scott.  There  were  also  on  board  the  boat,  killed 
or  taken,  7 women,  the  wives  of  soldiers;  six  men 
only  escaped,  four  of  whom  were  wounded.  They 
report  that  the  strength  of  the  current  at  the  point 
of  attack,  had  obliged  the  lieut.  to  keep  his  boat 
near  the  shore.  'I  hat  the  Indians  had  formed  along 
the  hank  of  the  river,  and  were  not  discovered  un- 
til their  fire  commenced,  in  the  first  volley  of  wliich, 
lieut.  Scott  and  his  most  active  men  fell.  The  lieut. 
and  his  party  had  been  sent  from  tliis  place  some 
days  before,  to  assist  major  Mulilenhurg  in  ascend- 
ing the  river  with  three  vessels,  laden  w'ilh  military 
supplies,  brouglit  from  fort  Montgomery  and  Mo- 
bile. The  major,  it  seems,  deemed  it  proper  to 
retain  only  about  23  men  of  the  party,  and  in  their 
place  put  a like  number  of  sick,  with  the  women, 


have  joined  the  lioslile  party.  The  friendly  chief 
in  the  neighborhood,  promptly  dispaiclied  a ]iarty 
in  pursuit  of  the  olTender,  who  made  his  escape  to- 
wards the  Mickasukee  town.  Oiiiskays,  and  s^vr- 
ral  otlier  friendly  chiefs,  have  tendered  to  me  tlieir 
services,  with  their  warriors,  to  go  against  the  Se- 
minoles.  Tlmve  promised  to  give  them  notice  of 
thr  time  tliat  may  be  fixed  on  for  my  departure, 
and  then  to  accept  of  their  services. 

The  enclosed  paper  contains  the  sulistonce  of 
what  I have  said  to  the  chiefs  who  have  visited  me; 
several  of  whom  reside  south  of  the  Appaladucou*. 

The  chiefs  were  desirous  I should  commu  iicate 
to  tiiem  my  views  and  wishes.  I felt  authorized 
to  say  but  little,  and  deemed  it  iieccssa:-y  in  w.'uit 
1 should  say,  to  counteract  the  erroneous  ii.ipres- 
sions  by  which  they  have  been  misled  by  pretend- 
ed British  agents. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  yn'U' 
obedient  servant,  E.  F.  GAINES. 

His  Excellency  Govenor  Rabun. 

Gen.  Gaines  has  arrived  at  fort  Hawkins  liaving 
left  fort  Scott  the  5tli  instant.  One  object  in  y\- 
siting  the  frontier  at  the  present  moment,  was  pi  ',* 
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bablv  to  hiislen  the  movement  of  the  troops  from 
this  state,  who  took  up  the  line  of  inarch  at  10 
o’clock  on  Sunday.  Success  to  them!  Previous  lo 
their  departure  the  subjoined  complimentary  gene- 
ral order,  was  issued,  and  read  to  them.  We  un- 
derstand that  Gen.  Gaines  contemplates  visiting 
the  troops  at  Point  Petre,  before  he  returns  to  the 
Indian  nation.  If  so,  we  should  presume,  that  fort 
Scott  was  not  only  secure  against  an  attack  from  the 
savages,  but  that  offensive  operations  would  cease 
on  our  part,  till  he  joins  the  army,  when  he  will 
put  an  end  to  the  Iktle  war  in  that  quarter. 

“Head  Quarters,  Port  Hawkins,  Dec.  14. 

“The  commanding  general  is  pleased  with  the 
military  aspect  of  the  detachment  of  militia,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  Gen.  Glascock.  The 
officers  and  men  appear  qualified  -to  meet  the  ene- 
my, with  honor  to  themselves  and  benefit  to  their 
country.  The  Major  General  is  happy  to  learn  that 
they  are  anxious  to  take  the  field,  and  co-operate 
with  the  United  States  troops  against  the  hostile 
savages,  whose  hands  are  stained  with  the  blood  of 
helpless  women  and  children.  The  detachment 
shall  be  indulged  with  an  early  opportunity  of 
such  a co-operation-  for  which  the  United  States 
troops  are  equally  anxious.” 

A correspondent  at  St.  Stephens  informs  us  that 
volunteer  companies  are  forming  there  to  join  Gen. 
Gaines.  Access  to  the  Gen.  ia  much  easier  from 
the  westward. 

A gentleman  from  St.  Stephens  says  that  he  met 
between  that  place  and  fort  Hawkins,  400  wag- 
gons^ carts  and  carriages!  Mtjiector. 


Commercial  Items. 

We  abstract  the  following  items  from  an  extensive 
and  very  comprehensive  mercantile  card  publish- 
ed at  Liverpool 


COTTON  IMPOnTSD  INTO  QUEAT  BRITAIN. 


1701 

to 

1705,  average,  for  each  year  1,170,881 

1776 

— 

1780  : 

6.706,013 

1786 

— 

1790  ; 

25,443,270 

1791 

— 

1795  : 

26,500,000 

1796 

— 

1800  : 

' 37,200,000 

1801 

— 

1805  ; 

58,000,000 

1806 

— 

1810 

81,000,000 

1811 

— 

1815  : 

71,300,000 

1816 

94,500,000 

Greatest 

import  in  1810 — 136,448,935  lbs. — in  1813 

—50,966,000. 

Greatest  import  from  the  United  States 

in  1810,  2^3,963  hales. 

other  places  (same 

year)  307,210 

From  1802  to  1307,  inclusive  of  both,  the  quan- 
tity received  from  the  United  States  had  about  a 
proportion  to  the  whole  imported  as  100  is  to  125. 
The  following  shews  the  rate  of  the  succeeding 


years— 

American. 

other  sorts. 

1898  bags 

37,672 

130,466  bales. 

1809 

- 169,980 

270,402 

1810  - - r 

253,963 

307,210 

1811 

- 128,192 

198,039 

1812  . 

95,331 

165,874 

1813 

- 37,720 

211,816 

1814  . 

48,853 

238,778 

1815 

- 203,051 

166,252 

1816  - 

166,077 

203,355 

'I'he  extreme  prices 

of  all  the  sorts  of  cotton  is 

given  for  12  years — those  of  the  “uplands”  will, 
perhaps,  afford  the  best  general  idea  of  the  whole: 
Uplands,  in  1805,  16^  to  25J.  1806,  15  to  21 


1807,  15i  to  19;  1808,  l5i  to  36;  1809,  14  lo  34; 
1810,  11  to  22A;  1811,  9 to  16,  1812,  12  to  23^; 
1813,  18^  to  30;  1814,  20^  to  37;  1815,  14^  to  25§; 
1816,  13  to  2U. 

The  market  for  cotton. — In  1816,  the  weekly  sales 
at  Liverpool  umountel  to  5731  bales;  at  London 
to  992;  at  Glasgow  777;  other  j)orts  11. 

Places  from  wheiice  the  cotton  ivas  imported. 


1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

United  States 

49,572 

203,051 

166.077 

Brazils 

150,930 

91,055 

123,450 

West  Indies 

74,081 

52,840 

49  235 

East  ladies 

13,048 

22,357 

30,670 

Flovr  imported 

175.556 

The  import  into  Liverpool, 

only,  is  given. 

barrels  were  received  at  that  port  in  1809 — extreme 
prices  48  to  54s.,-  1810,  100,817,  at  from  54  to  68; 
in  1811,  6110,  at  from  52  to  63;  1812,  12,623,  at 
from  63  to  95;  1813,  891,  at  from  66  to  78;  in  1814 
none}  1815,  79,727,  26  to  33;  1816,  19,492,  30  to 
84s. 

Wheat  and  flour  may  be  imported  from  Canada 
when  the  average  price  is  67s.  per  quarter,  and 
from  the  United  States  and  other  foreign  places 
when  the  average  is  at  80s. 

Pobacco  imported. 

In  1814  1.280  hhds. 

1815  . - - , . 15,450 

1816  7,600 


Finances  of  Virginia. 

Amount  ©f  receipts  with  which  the  treasurer  is 
charged  for  the  1st  Oct.  1816  to  30th  Sept.  1817, 
both  inclusive,  and  of  the  warrants  drawn  for  the 
Sterne  period. 

RECEIPTS. 


Literary  fund 
Board  of  public  works 
Washington  monument 
Permanent  revenue,  land  office,  sales 
of  land,  fines,  &c. 


653,536  66 
82,987  75 
400  00 

644,082  19 


WARRANTS. 

On  literary  fund 
Permanent  revenue,  &c. 


gl, 381, 206  60 

646,238  33 
575,267  34 


1,221,505  67 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  revenue  159,700  93 

XITERARY  i’UNI). 

A letter  was  received  by  the  legislature  from  the 
governor,  enclosing  the  following  report  on  the  li- 
terary fund. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  literary  fund, 
with  peculiar  satisfaction,  congratulate  the  general 
assembly  on  the  prospect  that  the  wise  and  benefi- 
cent views  of  their  patriotic  predecessors,  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  a system  of  public  education,  may 
be  realised  more  speedily  than  was  at  first  anticipa- 
ted. In  obedience  to  the  duty  required  of  them  by 
law,  and  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  delegates, 
they  now  report  to  the  legislature  the  present  state 
of  the  fund  entrusted  to  their  management;  from 
which  they  hope  it  will  be  evident  that  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the 
important  interests  confided  to  them,  but  have 
faithfully  and  diligently  nursed  the  fund,  from  the 
feebleness  of  infancy  to  the  vigor  of  youth,  until  it 
pi'omises  in  a short  time  to  atiain  the  strength  of 
full  maturity.  It  now  remains  for  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  determine,  what  measure  shall 
be  adopted  to  render  it  completely  adequate,  and 
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apply  it,  l)y  . iu  iicioiis  plan,  to  the  objects  ot  its  in- 
stitution. 

The  president  and  directors,  however,  think  it 
their  duly  to  remark,  that,  in  sotne  particulars,  the 
laws  now  in  force,  in  relation  to  apart  of  the  sour- 
ce's from  which  the  literary  fund  is  derived, -equire 
amendment.  They  therefore  respectfully  sug-gest, 
that  provisions  ought  to  e made  to  suppress  the 
sales,  within  this  eommonwealth,  of  tickets  belong- 
ing to  scliemes  of  lotteries  not  authorized  by  the  le- 
gislature tliereof,  or  by  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  literary  fund;  and  that  more  effectual  regu- 
lations are  necessary  to  ensure  the  collection,  and 
payment  into  tlie  treasury,  of  fines,  penalties  and 
forfeitures  accruing  to  the  said  fund.  As  to  the 
first  of  these  point. s,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they 
concur  in  the  view  which  has  been  taken  of  that 
subject  by  the  revisors  of  the  laws.  In  relation  to 
the  second  point,  the  board  has  been  informed,  that 
very  generally  tliroughout  tlie  state,  when  execu- 
tions for  fines  are  issued,  and  prove  ineffectual,  in 
consequence  of  tlie  removal  of  the  defe'^dant  from 
the  county,  or  his  contriving  to  keep  his  property 
out  of  the  way  of  tlie  sheriff,  no  farther  steps  are 
ever  taken  to  enforce  payment,  but  the  amount  is 
lost  to  the  commonwealtii,  though  with  proper  ex- 
ertions, it  might  be  recovered.  It  is  proper,  also, 
to  me  lion  that  a number  of  small  fines,  (amounting 
collectively,  to  a large  sum,)  imposed  by  single 
magistrates,  are  received  and  never  accounted  for 
by  Constables;  no  method  being  provided  by  law 
to  bring  those  officers  to  account,  and  to  compel 
the  payment  into  tlie  treasury  of  fines  received  by 
them.  To  devise  proper  remedies,  for  preventing 
such  losses  to  the  fund,  is  respectfully  submitted 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  general  assembly. 

State  of  the  literary  find  on  the  10  day  of  December 
1817. 

Tlie  following  is  the  amount  of  stock,  of  various 
descriptions  belonging  to  the  said  fund. 

196  shares  in  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Vir- 


ginia ^ §19,600  00 

322  shares  in  the  Bank  of  Virginia  32,200  00 
Virginia  7 per  cent,  stock  621,000  00 

Virginia  6 per  cent,  certificates  1,286  82 

United  States  6 percent,  stock  13,818  18 

3 shares  in  the  James’  river  company  600  00 


Total  §688,505  00 

The  eash  in  the  treasury  (of  which 
§200,000  were  received  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  present  month,) 
to  the  credit  of  the  literary  fund,  is  §215,303  31 


Kentucky. 

A bill  has  passed  the  senate  to  appropriate 
140,000  annually,  of  the  state’s  dividend  for  bunk 
stock,  to  improve  the  navigation  of  Kentucky, 
Green,  Salt  and  Licking  rivers 

The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  neit>  election  bill  were  as 
follows  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Albn,  Anderson, 
Barbour,  Barr,  Baylor,  Bibb,  Butler,  Cassidy,  Chew, 
Clarke,  Davis,  Dawson,  Donaldson,  Dulaney,  W. 
Emerson,  Field,  Fleming,Flelc!ier,G'.olson,  Givens, 
Glenn,  Haynes,  Hickman,  Hopson,  J.  Hunter,  W S. 
Hunter,  Jameson,  C.  Johnson,  J Johnson,  J.  T. 
Jolinson,  Lackey,  Lane,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  O’Ban- 
non,  Parker,  Parsons,  P.itton,  Payne,  John  Porter, 
Reid,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Sharpe,  South,  Sliortridge, 
Todd,  Tribble,  I'rigg,  Turner,  W Wall,  G Wall, 
Ward,  White  and  Wier — 56 

Nays— Messrs.  Adair,  Barrett,  Bates,  Bayne, 
Beall,  Cocke,  Coffiey,  Cotton,  Cunningham,  Duncan, 
J.Emmerson,  Gaither,  Hart, Jewell, Knight,  Letcher, 
Marshall,  Mercer,  Joseph  Porter,  Robinson,  Rowan, 
Shacklett,  Shackleford,  Spillman,  Smith,  Thomson, 
Underwood,  C.  Walker,  Wicklifie  and  Woods — 30. 


FTMAXCE  OF  THF.  STATE. 

The  treasurer’s  report,  including,  §57,030  35 
remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  10th  Nov.  1816, 
presents  an  aggregate  of  receipts  for  the  vear,  of 
§256,955  75. 

'I'he  disbursements  during  the  year,  including 
§59,800  invested  i"  bank  stock,  amount  to  ^ 199,516 
— leaving  a balance  of  §57,439  75  in  the  treasury, 
on  the  10th  Nov.  1817. 

The  ordinary  disbursements  of  the  year  amounted 
to  §95,802  01. 


Finances  of  Indiana. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Dec.  8. 

The  treasurer’s,  report  was  received  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

“The  treasurer,  in  obedience  to  an  act  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  entitled  an  act  concerning  the  au- 
ditor of  public  accounts  and  the  treasurer,  approv- 
ed the  11th  December,  submits  the  following  re- 
port: 

That  from  the  16th  Nov.  1816,  to  the  29th  Nov, 
1817,  inclusive,  there  has  been  received  on  loan 

§20,000  00 

From  sundry  sheriffs  within  the 
date  aforesaid  4,251  09^ 


Amount  of  the  fund  §903,808  31 
The  interest  to  be  received  upon  the  principal 
may  be  estimated  as  follows: 

The  §51,800  of  stocks  in  the  banks  of 
Virginia  will  probably  yield  8 per 
centum  per  annum 
The  §621,000  Virginia  stock  wdll 
yield  7 per  cent. 

The  §15,105,  six  per  cent,  will  yield 
The  3 shares  in  the  James’  river  com- 
pany will  probably  yield,  annually 
And  the  cash  now  in  the  treasury 
(which  will  be  vested  shorty  in 
some  productive  stock,)  may  be  es- 
timated to  yield  6 per  centum  per 
annum 


Amount  of  annual  Interests  §61,534  49 
By  order  of  the  board, 

JAMES  P.  PRESTON,  Pres. 


§4,144  00 

43,470  00 
906  30 

96  00 
12,918  19 


Making  a sum  total 
Within  the  period  above  mention- 
ed, there  has  been  paid  at  the  treasu- 
ry in  discliarge  of  the  late  territorial 
debt. 

In  payment  of  the  officers  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department 

In  defraying  the  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  government 

In  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
late  convention  of  the  Indiana  terrlto- 
ry 

In  payment  of  the  officers  of  the  ju- 
diciary department. 

In  payment  of  the  members  of  the 
general  assembly  for  their  services 
during  their  late  session,  and  defray- 
ing expenses  attendant  thereon. 


24,251  091 


5,331  63  i 
2,000  00 
222  37 

3,076  21 
2,200  00 

7,325  12 


20,055  33i 
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Leaving  in  the  treasury  the  29th 
Nov.  1817  a balance  of  3,820  76 

Since  which  period  to  the  8lh  Dec. 
there  lias  been  paid  at  the  treasury 
the  sum  of 


Leaving*  a balance  on  the  8th  Dec. 

1817,  in  the  treasury  of  3,270^76 

Since  the  29th  of  Nov.  as  aforesaid 
thci'e  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury 
by  sundry  sheriffs  for  the  years  1814, 

1815,  1816  and  1817  3,983  37 


Leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
surer on  the  8th  of  Dec.  1817,  the  to- 
tal sum  of  ^7,254  13^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  C LANE,  Treasurer  of  state. 


Foreign  Articles. 

ENOt.AlVD,  &C. 

London  dates  of  JVoTy.  1 6. 

We  little  thought  Lst  week,  when  we  laughed  at 
the  stupid  pomp  and  silly  regulations  that  had  been 
adopted  in  England  in  preparation  for  the  lying-in 
of  tiie  princess  Charlotte,  that  we  should  now  have 
to  record  her  death.  Slie  v/as  delivered  of  a still- 
born male  child  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  No- 
vember, and  expired  at  half  past  2,  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th.  "I'lic  event  was  announced  by  a bulletin 
to  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  and  the  Courier  says 
it  has  ^*blasied  a nation^ s hopef  £cc.  She  was  the 
only  legitimate  child  of  the  prince  regent,  and  was 
born  on  the  7th  of  .Tanuary  1796— and  was  in  the 
22nd  year  of  her  age.  The  duke  of  York,  precious 
Frederick,  is  now  presumptive  heir  of  the  Britislr 
throne;  but  neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  numerous 
brothers  and  sisters  have  a legitimate  child!— 

The  editor  of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  who 
appears  entirely  to  understand  the  whole  of  the 
matter,  gives  us  the  following  account  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  family  of  the  Guelphs~*^T\\t  prin- 
cess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  the  news  of  whose  death 
is  given  in  this  paper,  was  born  .January  7,  1796, 
and  married  May  2,  1815.  Her  death  must  be  a 
severe  disappointment  to  the  British  nation,  as  it 
renders  it  extremely  uncertain  who  will  be  the 
successor  of  the  prince  regent,  to  the  throne.  It  is 
remarkable  that  although  the  twelve  eldest  chil- 
dren of  the  present  king  are  all  living,  viz.  seven 
sons  and  five  daughters,  the  youngest  of  whom  is 
more  than  forty  years  old,  not  one  of  them  has  a 
legitimate  cliild  living.  The  succession  goes,  on 
the  death  of  tlie  prince  regent,  to  the  duke  of  York, 
who  is  married  to  a daughter  of  the  late  king  of 
Prussia.  This  princess  has  never  had  any  children, 
and  is  now  50  years  old.  The  two  next  sons  of  the 
king,  the  dukes  of  Clarence  and  Kent,  have  never 
been  married.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  is  married 
but  has  no  children. 

The  duke  of  Sussex  was  married  in  1793  and  had 
a son  and  a daughter,  but  his  marriage  was  not  ao 
cording:  to  the  forms  required  by  law,  and  has  been 
declared  void,  and  his  children  are  of  course  ille- 
giiimaie.  The  duke  of  Cambridge  is  not  married, 
and  although  the  youngest  of  the  king’s  sons  is  43 
years  old.  The  eldest  of  the  daughters  of  George 
ill.  is  a widow.  The  dutchess  of  Gloucester  was 
married  in  1816,  and  neither  have  any  children. 
The  three  other  daugb.ters  have  never  been  married. 
The  king  has  one  nephew  only,  who  is  41  years  of 
age,  and  one  niece  who  is  44,  and  is  unmarried. 

'’Tliere  is  one  consequence  of  the  death  of  the 


princess  Cliarlotte,  of  some  political  importance. 
The  succession  to  the  crown  of  the  kingdom  of 
Hanover,  which  cannot  go  to  a female,  will  probablv 
remain  united  with  that  of  the  kingdom  of  G.  Bri- 
tain.” 

To  the  preceding  however,  that  the  important  af- 
fair may  be  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  we  add  the 
following  from  a London  paper — **With  respect  to 
the  other  collateral  branches  of  the  family,  there  are 
one  child,  five  ^rand  children,  and  four  great  grand 
children  of  the  dutchess  of  Brunswick,  and  two 
grand  children  of  the  queen  of  Denmark,  his  ma- 
jesty’s sisters,  to  whom  the  crown  will  devolve  on 
failure  of  lineal  descendants  from  our  native  prin- 
ces.” 

The  papers  are  filled  with  details  of  the  “fatal 
event,”  the  “overwhelming  calamity” — wifli  as 
mucli  fuss  and  as  much  folly  as  the  accouchment 
was  provided  for.  Every  little  thing  is  swelled  into 
an  important  matter;— thus,  when  she  was  taken 
ill  the  archbishop  of  Cantei'bury,  bishop  of  London, 
&c  &c.  were  summoned — When  she  was  delivered 
of  a still-born  child,  prince  Leopold  exclaimed 
“Thank  God!  thank  God!  the  princess  is  safe’” 
[What  husband  would  not  have  done  the  same?] 
Then  a description  of  the  dead  baby — “it  was  per- 
fect, and  one  of  the  finest  infants  ever  brought  into 
the  world!” — Thea  that  she  was  composed,  though 
much  exhausted — that  the  archbishop  and  bishop 
went  home,  the  medical  attendants  remaining.  On 
her  getting  worse,  expresses  were  despatched  to 
carj’y  the  sad  tidings — and  that  she  died  at  half 
past  two  o’clock.  Then  commences  the  lugubrious 
accounts — the  alack’ s and  alas’s  would  fill  a little 
volume.  *‘Ifad  the  offspring  survived  it  might  have 
soothed  our  sorrows/’*  Then  prince  Leopold  is  pitied, 
but  he  is  “as  well  as  can  be  expected/’*  and,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  marriage  contract,  will  relieve  the  la- 
borers of  Great  Britain  of  the  pretty  little  sum  of 
^222,000  (50,000?.)  per  annum,  as  long  as  he  lives, 
if  they  are  wise  enough  to  pay  it,  for  the  great  ser- 
vices that  he  has  rendered  the  nation.  The  regent  is 
condoled  with — he  got  sick,  was  “blooded,”  and 
then  got  better.  The  great  bell  of  St.  Paul’s  was 
tolled.  Then  a Jeremiah  that  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  “oar  present  monarch  are  without  lawful 
issue,”  and  fears  expressed  that  they  may  again 
be  compelled  to  import  some  Dutchman  for  a king« 
Aftej  which  is  an  account  how  the  old  queen  was 
affected,  and  that  that'  virhmis  man,  the  duke  of 
Clarence,  was  almost  deprived  of  utterance  when 
he  heard  the  news!  Then  how  the  body  of  the 
princess  was  embalmed  by  several  knighted  doc- 
tors, and  her  internal  parts  deposited  in  an  urn — 
and  how  she  is  to  be  buried.  The  whole  is  con- 
cluded by  the  order  for  a general  mourning,  in 
which  each  article  of  dress  is  described  with  the 
detail  of  a millener’s  errant  girl,  by  the  lord  cham- 
berlain. 

One  paper  gives  us  a list  of  no  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  three  persons  who  may  pretend  to 
the  throne  of  Great  Britain  in  right  of  blood/  The 
three  “nearest  the  throne,  being  married  and  hav- 
ing children,”  are  the  king  of  Wirtemburg,  his 
brother  Paul,  and  the  wife  and  child  of  Jerome  Bo- 
naparte/— and  the  English  seem  already  terrified  at 
the  idea  that  a Bonaparte  may  be  their  “legitimate” 
master.  They  seem  even  now  to  be  calling  upon 
parliament  to  fix  the  succession,  if  the  /iome-stock 
should  remain  without  lawful  issue;  which  is  an- 
ticipated. Few  of  them  are  too  old,  as  to  the 
number  of  their  years,  to  have  children;  but  they 
have  generally  lived  so  fast  that  they  are  very  old 
in  constitution.  Yet  it  is  hinted  that  the  regent 
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may  be  divorced  from  bis  wandering  wife  and  take 
another. 

C3*T'bere  is  much  edification  in  the  picture  of 
ta?7iarc/yy  presented  in  the  preceding  abstracts;  and 
f ;r  this  purpose,  only,  have  we  lumbered  our  pages 
with  them. 

We  s!)all  not  say  that  we  rejoice  at  the  death  of 
this  young-  womni;  but  millions  die  every  year  that 
are  as  much  entitled  to  our  regret.  What  was  she 
to  us — what  had  she  done  to  claim  the  sympathyjuf 
the  world? — Yet  it  seems  to  go  very  hard  with  some 
our  neighbors,  (’crtain  of  oi:r  newspapers  have  four 
cr  five  columns  of  the  chit-cliat  suiff  condensed  in- 
the  preceding  [to  shew  its  nature] — one  editor  says 
that  the  congress  neivs  is  postponed  to  make  room 
for  it!  another  calls  it  the  ‘^distressing  event.'”  and 
a third  t.he  occurrenc*,”  &c. 

How  wretched  must  be  tlie  state  of  a nation, 
v.’hen  its  hopes  of  tranquility, — nay,  perhaps,  of  the 
preservation  of  its  government,  is  made  so  much  to 
depend  on  the  life  of  a poor  girl! 

'I'he  same  Briiish  papers  that  are  so  dolorous 
about  the  death  of  the  princess  Charlotte,  as  mere 
tommon-place  things,  have  accounts  of  tlie  execu- 
tion of  certain  persons  at  Derby  for  high  treason — 
i.e.  while  the  prince  of  Coburg  was  rioting  on 
about  100,000).  a year  of  their  money,  they  would 
not  starve  quietly,  as  good  subjects  ought  to  have 
done.  One  of  these  had  an  amiable  and  beloved 
wife  and  daughter.  They  were  hung,  afier  which 
their  heads  were  chopped  off  and  held  up  by  tlie 
hair  to  the  view  of  the  populace. 

Wheat  and  flour  were  on  the  rise  in  England. 
The  new  wheats  were  found  inferior  in  yield  and 
short  in  quantity — yet  it  was  probable,  as  the  ave- 
rage price,  for  five  weeks,  had  not  amounted  to 
80s.  on  the  15th  of  Nov.  that  the  ports  would  be 
shut,  except  to  importations  from  the  British  Ame- 
rican colonies — to  be  opened  again  in  February. 
The  prices  of  wheat  and  flour  were  as  follows: — 
Wheat,  foreign,  11s.  6d.  to  16s.  per  70/5s.  English, 
12  to  16s.;  Irish  8s.  6d.  to  12s.  Flour,  American, 
62  a 63s.  per  bbl. 

American  6 per  cent,  stocks,  105. 

The  ship  Mary  Ann,  of  New  York,  has  arrived  at 
Liverpopl,  in  sixteen  days,  from  port  to  port. 

The  London  Traveller  of  tlie  7th  Nov.  states 
“with  deep  regret,  that  the  fever  still  continues  to 
spread  its  ravages  in  Ireland.  From  Cork  and 
Deny,  the  reports  are  particularly  alarming.  I'he 
hospitals  are  crowded  and  the  exterior  patients 
numerous  in  all  ranks,  the  most  respectable  not 
excepted. 

SPEECH  OF  LOUIS  XVIII. 

Pronounced  at  the  opening  of  the  session  on  the  5th 
JVov.  1817. 

“Gf.in  tlf.men — At  the  opening  of  the  last  session 
I spoke  to  you  of  the  hopes  inspired  by  the  mar- 
riage of  the  duke  de  Berry.  Thougli  providence 
lias  too  suddenly  withdrawn  the  gift  it  bestowed, 
yet  xue  behold  in  it  the  assurance  of  the  future  accom- 
plishment of  our  ivishes. 

“The  treaty  with  the  holy  see,  which  I mentioned 
last  year,  lias  since  been  concluded.  I have  desir- 
ed my  ministers,  in  communicating  it  to  you,  to 
propose  the  project  of  a law,  necessary  to  give  the 
legislative  sanction  to  such  of  Its  conditions  as 
may  be  susceptible  of  it,  and  to  make  it  in  unison 
with  the  charter,  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and 
those  privileges  of  the  (iaUican  church,  the  pre- 
cious inheritance  of  our  fathers,  of  which  St.  Louis 
and  all  his  successors  were  no  less  jealous  than  of 
the  happiness  of  their  subjects. 

♦‘The  harvest  of  1816,  by  its  deficiencies,  frus* 


trated,  in  a great  degree,  my  hopes.  The  sufferings 
of  my  people  have  afflicted  niy  heart.  I have  how- 
ever beheld  with  emotion,  that  almost  everywhere 
tliey  have  endured  them  with  a degree  of  touching 
fortitude;  and  if,  in  some  places,  they  have  broken 
out  into  seditious  acts,  order  was  soon  re-establish- 
ed. In  order  to  n.itigate  the  misfortunes  of  that 
period,  I have  found  it  necessary  to  make  great  efi- 
forts,  and  extraordinary  pecuniary  sacrifices.  'I'lic 
details  will  be  presented  to  you,  and  tlie  zeal  with 
which  you  are  animated  for  the  public  good,  will 
not  permit  me  to  doubt  tliat  iliese  unforeseen  ex- 
penses will  have  your  sanction.  The  h.vrvest  of 
tlii.s  year  is  more  sati.sfactoV)-;  but  on  tlie  oiher 
hand,  some  local  calamities,  and  the  blights  which 
have  f.dlen  upon  tlie  vineyards  excite  my  paieyial 
solitude  for  privations  which,  without  your  co-ope- 
ration, I cannot  relieve. 

“1  have  ordered  that  the  budget  of  the  current 
charges  should  be  charged  to  you.  If  the  expense.^ 
resulting  from  treaties,  and  from  the  deplorable 
war  they  have  terminated,  will  not  permit  any  im- 
mediate diminution  of  the  tuxes  voted  in  prect<ling 
sessions,  I have  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  thinking, 
that  the  economy  I have  prescribed,  will  preclude 
tlie  necessity  oFan  augmentation,  and  that  a vote  of 
credit,  inferior  to  that  of  tlie  last  session  will  suf- 
fice for  all  the  wants  of  the  year. 

“The  conventions  which  1 signed  in  1815,  pre- 
sented results  which  could  not  then  be  foreseen, 
have  rendered  a new  negociation  necessary.  Every 
thing  leads  me  to  hope,  tliat  its  issue  will  be  favor- 
able, and  that  conditions  far  above  our  means,  will 
be  succeeded  by  others  more  conformable  to  equity, 
to  moderation,  and  to  the  possibility  of  sacrifice's, 
which  my  people  support  willi  a constancy  that  can 
add  nothing  to  my  love  for  them,  but  which  give, 
them  new  claims  to  my  gratitude,  and  to  tlic  es- 
teem of  all  nations. 

“Thus,  as  I had  the  happiness  of  announcing  to 
you  in  the  course  of  last  session,  the  expenses 
arising  from  the  army  of  occupation  are  diminislitd 
a fifth,  and  the  period  i.s  not  far  distant,  when  we 
may  be  permitted  to  Iiope,  thanks  to  the  wisdom 
and  energy  of  my  government,  to  the  love  and  con- 
fidence of  my  people,  and  to  the  friendship  of  my 
allie.s,  that  those  expenses  will  entirely  cease;  ami 
that  our  country  will  resume  among  nations  the 
rank  and  renown  due  to  the  valor  of  Frenchmen, 
and  their  noble  cb.aracter  in  adversity. 

“To  attain  this  end,  I shall  more' tiian  ever  re- 
quire  an  unanimity  between  the  peojile  and  the 
throne;  that  vigor,  without  which  authority  is  pow- 
erless. In  proportion  as  that  authority  is  strong, 
will  be  diminished  tlie  necessity  of  its  becomin  >' 
austere.  The  manner  in  which  the  depositories  o^f 
my  power  have  used,  what  tlie  laws  have  entrusted 
to  them,  jtrsufies  my  coniidcnce.  However,  [ fctl 
great  satisfaction  in  announcing  to  you,  that  I do 
not  consider  it  requisite  to  continue  the  prevolal 
courts  beyond  the  term  fixed  for  their  existence  by 
the  law  which  created  them. 

“I  have  digested,  confimmably  to  the  charter,  a 
law  for  recruiting.  I wish  that  no  privileges  should 
be  sought;  that  the  spirit  and  dispositions  of  that 
charter,  our  true  compass,  wiiich  calls  all  Fr.-ndi- 
men  indiscriminately  to  offices  and  employment, 
should  not  be  illusory,  and  lliat  the  soldier  siiouhl 
find  no  other  limit  to  hi.s  honorable  career,  liiaii 
those  of  Ills  talents  and  services.  If  the  execution 
of  this  salutary  law  sliould  demand  an  augmenta- 
tion in  the  budget  of  the  war  minister,  you,  as  liie 
interpreters  of  the  sentiment  of  my  people,  will  not 
hesitate  to  sanction  augmeiUatious  which  secure  to 
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France  that  independence  and  that  dignity,  without  I 
which  tliere  can  be  neither  king  nor  nation.  .[ 

have  detailed  to  you  our  difficulties,  and  the 
measures  they  will  require:  in  conclusion,  I shall 
direct  vour  attention  to  objects  of  a more  engaging 
description.  Thanks  to  the  peace  restored  to  the 
church  of  France,  religion,  that  eternal  basis  of  all 
felicity,  even  on  earth,  will,  I doubt  not,  flourish 
amongst  us;  tranquillity  and  confidence  begin  to 
re-appear;  public  credit  is  strengthening  itself;  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  industry  resume  their  ac- 
tivity; new  master-pieces  of  art  excite  admiration. 

O.ne  of  my  children  is  traversing,  at  this  moment, 
a part  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  return  for  sentiments 
so  deeply  engraven  on  his  heart,  and  manifested 
by  his  conduct,  he  is  every  where  greeted  with 
benedictions;  vvi'.lle  1,  who  have  but  one  feeling, 
the  happiness  of  my  people,  who  am  desirous  for 
their  good  alone,  of  that  authority  which  I shall 
defend  fro>!n  all  attacks,  of  whatever  kind,  I know 
that  1 am  beloved  by  them,  and  1 find  in  my  heart 
the  assurance  that  this  consolation  will  never  be 
denied  to  me.’* 

nussiE. 

The  present  population  of  St.  Petersburg  is  stat- 
ed at  270,500  inhabitants  including  the  garrison. — 
The  proportion  of  foreigners  is  estimated  atl-8th 
thereof. — In  point  of  numbers  that  capital  ranks 
the  fifth  city  in  Europe. 

A London  editor,  speaking  of  the  expected  arri- 
val of  the  Russian  fleet,  and  speculating  on  its  ob 
ject,  says — “Should  the  object  be  an  acquisition  of 
territory  even  by  cession  for  a price,  we  liave  a right 
to  say,  JVo,  you  shall  not  alter  yo7<r  relative  situation; 
for  that  is  virvually  to  alter  ours,  to  which  we  cannot 
consent  till  convinced  that  our  interest  shall  not  be 
injured.” 

It  seems  that  the  answer  once  given  by  the  em- 
press Kate  has  been  forgotten.  They  interfered  in 
respect  to  the  Turks;  and  she  told  them  to  attend 
to  their  own  business — that  she  would  alt«nd  to 
her’s,  as  she  pleased. 

A London  paper,  of  Nov.  10,  says — The  Russian 
fleet  sold  to  Spain  has  passed  the  Belt,  and,  it  is 
said,  will  immediately  proceed  direct  to  Cadiz, 
without  stopping  at  any  port  in  England. 

A Flanders  mail  contradicts  the  report  that  Spain 
is  to  cede  some  territory  in  return  for  the  Russian 
fleet  from  Revel,  delivered  over  to  her.  The  pay- 
ment, it  is  said,  is  to  be  made  in  money,  400,000/. 
of  which  she  is  to  receive  from  us  fur  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA.” 

We  have  accounts  from  Buenos  Ayres  of  October 
last.  They  shew  chiefly  that  the  republic  of  the 
Jiio  de  la  Plata  is  increasing  in  strength  and  acquir- 
ing stability — and  the  public  affairs  **ppear  to  be 
very  well  conducted.  The  army  that  is  acting 
against  the  royalists  of  Peru  has  gained  some  con- 
siderable advantages  and  that  of  Chili  seems  to 
have  effected  its  object. 

In  a manifesto  respecting  the  privateers,  the  su- 
preme director  of  Buenos  Ayres  complains  of  the 
depredations  they  are  committing  under  the  assum- 
ed flags  ofthose  provinces,  where  the  vessels  licens- 
ed for  that  purpose,  are  required  previously,  to  give 
unquestionable  and  ample  bonds,  strictly  to  conform 
themselves  io  the  ordinances  and  regulations  laid 
down  by  that  government,  in  conformity  with  the 
general  usages  of  nations. 

Many  very  rich  prizes  had  recently  arrived  at 
P.uenos  Ayres — among  them  a ship  from  Manilla, 
with  the  governor  and  his  suit  on  board,  captured 
by  c:^pt.  Chaytor,  formerly  of  Baltimore. 


K is  reported  that  a note  has  been  addressed  by 
the  emperor  of  Russia  to  the  different  powers  of 
Europe,  on  the  affairs  of  South  America,  which  has 
excited  great  attention. 

We  have  some  reports  from  Mina,  via  Nachito- 
ches,  one  dated  at  that  place  Dec.  3,  says  that  “re- 
cent news”  had  been  received  of  him.  They  speak 
of  his  uniform  success,  and  state  that  he  has  beaten 
the  royalists  on  every  occasion,  having  destroyed 
three  divisions  of  them.  See.  Rut  yet  the  news  of 
his  capture  may  be  true,  though  we  do  not  believe  it. 

FLORIDA. 

For  some  important  documents  respecting  the 
Floridas  see  page  315. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  January  6. 
Despatches  received  from  the  commander  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  on  our  southern  border, 
have  brought  official  ir.formation  of  the  occupation 
of  Amelia  Island  on  the  24th  ult.  by  the  U.  States’ 
troops  under  the  command  of  Col.  Bankhead,  co- 
operating with  the  naval  force  on  that  station,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Henley. 

From  the  same — It  has  been  stated  in  the  public 
prints  in  a variety  of  shapes;  in  some  as  a positive 
fact,  in  others  upon  a conjecture,  that  Mr.  Jiagot, 
the  British  minister  here,  had  protested  against  the 
transfer  by  Spain  of  East  Florida  to  the  United 
States.  We  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  this  statement,  and  are  warranted  in  assuring 
our  readers  that  it  is  - altogether  without  founda- 
tion. 

The  privateers  Congress  and  High  Flyer  arrived 
at  Amelia,  after  its  surrender.  The  latter  had  120 
slaves  on  board,  and  was  taken  possession  «f  by  the 
authority  in  command  at  the  place.  Heaven  forbid, 
that  we  should  regard  these  smugglers  and  dealers 
in  men,  as  “patriots.” 

[(fj^Xo  opposition  was  made.  Col.  Bankhead  has 
established  a temporary  police  for  the  preservation 
of  order,  until  civil  authority  can  be  introduced. 
Aury^s  adherents  are  represented  as  a wretched  set 
of  negroes,  smugglers  and  adventurers.] 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

January  2,  1818. — Mr.  Leake  offered  for  conside- 
ration the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  ofamciid- 
ing  the  several  laws  relative  to  the  sale  of  public 
lands.  [Agreed  to  on  the  5th.] 

Agreably  to  notice,  Mr.  Sanford,  having  obtained 
leave,  introduced  a joint  resolution,  directing  tliat 
the  journal  of  the  convention  which  formed  the 
present  constitution  of  the  United  States,  now  re- 
maining in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state;  and 
all  acts  and  proceedings  of  that  convention,  which 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  be  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
secretary  of  state. 

The  resolution  was  twice'  read  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  committed  to  Messrs.  Sanford,  King, 
Macon,  Eppes,  and  Tail. 

Mr.  Tb77, agreeably  to  notice,  leave  being  obtained, 
introduced  a bill  in  addition  to  the  “act  making 
appropriation  for  repairing  certain  roads  therein 
described.”  [Appropriating  dollars  for  the 

purpose  of  repairing  and  keeping  in  repair  the  road 
from  Fort  Hawkins  lo  Fort  Sioddert.] 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a second  read- 
ing- 

iVIr  BurriWs  motion,  submitted  on  Wednesday 
iVast,  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
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the  laws  prohibiting  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
of  taking  measures,  in  concert  with  other  nations 
for  its  entire  abolition,  was  taken  up,  and,  after 
some  interesting  debate,  postponed  until  Monday. 

The  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Burrilt,  on 
Wednesday  last,  instructing  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  commencing  the  erection  of  the  centre  building 
of  the  capitol,  and  of  making  provision  for  the 
speedy  completion  thereof,  and  also,  to  enquire 
whether  suitable  apartments  can  be  had  in  tlie  capi 
tol  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  li 


titled  “an  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  claims 
for  property  lost,  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my, while  in  the|militaiy  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes.” 

Mr.  Comstock  ottered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law 
for  placing  on  the  pension  list  the  ofiicers  of  the  ar- 
my who  have  been  wo<inded  in  battle*during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Ander- 


son, was  read  a third  time.  [This  bill  proposes  to 
brary  of  congress;  and  in  case  such  apartments  allow  to  col.  Anderson  400  dollars,  being  the  amount 
cannot  be  had  there,  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  j of  two  judgments  obtained  against  him  for  the  es- 


enquire  into  the  exp 

of  purchasing  or  erecting  a convenient  building  { limate  value  of  certain  private  property  destroyed 


for  the  library,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to 

Junnavy  5.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  llhode  Island,  appear 
ed  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  on  finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported 


by  his  orders,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  an  of- 
ficer of  the  army,  on  the  North  western  fi-ontier.] 
This  bill  would  have  passed  without  debate,  but 
that  Mr.  Lowndes  objected  to  its  passing  svb  silentin^ 
lest  it  might  be  brought  into  precedent  hereafter 


a bill  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  state  of  Indi- j to  justify  the  indemnification  of  officers  for  like 
ana  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising ! judgments  obtained  against  them,  on  the  evidence 
from  the  sales  of  the  United  States*  lands  within  the  | of  the  judgment  merely,  without  proof  of  the  suit’s 
same;  also  a bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  | having  been  duly  defended.  This  suggestion  gave 
on  merchandize  transported  by  land  conveyance  rise  to  an  exposition  of  the  circumstances  of  this 
from  Bristol  to  Boston  and  from  Boston  to  Bristol,  : claim,  by  Messrs.  Williams  of  N.  C.  M’Coy,  Walker 
in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  was  transported  j of  Ky.  Johnson  of  Ky.  Beecher  and  Rich;  from  which 
coastwise;  which  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  a it  appeared  that  the  claim  was  one  of  uuexception- 
second  reading,  1 able  character,  and  that  ample  evidence  to  that 

January  6. — The  senate  was  chiefly  occupied  in  ^ effect  had  been  exhibited  to  the  committee  of 
a debate  on  remitting  the  duties  on  West’s  painting  i claims.  There  was  a motion  to  recommit  the  bill, 
(the  bill  for  which  had  passed  the  house  of  repre- ! which  W'as  negatived  by  a large  majority;  and 
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sentatives) — the  policy  of  remitting  the  duties  in 
any  case  being  doubted — but  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading. 


The  bill  finally  passed  without  opposition. 

The  house  again  resolved  Itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Md.  in  the  chair,  on  the 


January  7. — Mr.  Tail  ottered  a resolution  to  re- 1 bill  to  prescribe  the  ettect  of  certain  records  and 
quest  ofthe  president  information  of  the  number  ! judicial  proceedings. 

" ' ■ ■ • ’ .1  • 1 After  considerable  time  spent  therein,  the  com- 

mittee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again.  Adj.  to 
Monday. 

Monday  Jan.  5. — ^Tr  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from 
the  committee  on  elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  C.  Hammond,  contesting  the  election 
of  Mr.  Herrick,  a member  of  this  house  from  the 
state  of  Ohio,  on  the  ground  of  his  having  held  an 
after  a few  remarks,  explaining  that,  witliout  some  | office  under  the  United  States,  subsequent  to  the 


of  ships  put  on  the  stocks,  their  class,  the  timber, 
&.C.  on  hand,  with  an  amount  of  the  sums  disburs- 
ed under  the  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
navy. 

The  bill  from  the  house  on  remitting  the  duty  on 
West’s  painting  was  passed. 

HOUSK  OF  KKPllESEXTATlVr.S. 

Friday,  Jan.  2,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge 


such  provision,  the  widow  of  tlie  lamented  Law- 
rence would  be  in  a few  months  utterly  destitute 
of  the  means  of  support,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  eiicjuire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing the  pension  of  half  pay  to  the  widow  of 
captain  James  Lawrence,  deceased,  during  her  wi- 


fourth  day  of  March  last,  made  an  elaborate  report 
thereon,  terminating  with  a recommendation  to  ilie 
house  to  come  to  the  following  resolution:  Resolved, 
That  Samuel  Herrick  is  entiiled  to  a seat  in  this 
house.”  The  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 


dowhood;  or  in  case  of  its  sooner  termination,  to  ; special  report  on  the  case  of  Elias  Earle,  who  held 
his  infant  daughter,  until  she  arrives  to  the  age  of,  the  office  of  a deputy  post  master  subsequent  to 


21  years. 

[We  like  this  motion,  and  only  ask 
care  extended  to  officer.s  of  the  armyl 
where  as  nobie  hearts  as  ever  bled  in  the  cause  ofi 
their  country.]  j 

On  motion  of  Mr  Rich,  it  was. 


I the  fourth' day  of  March  last,  declaring  him  also 
is  the  same  entitled  to  a seat  in  this  house;  which  was  read  and 
In  whicli  I referred  to  the  same  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  committee  of  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
yiediency  of  advancing  the  price  at  which  the  pub- 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  pensions  and  re- ! lie  lands  are  held  for  sale,  made  a report  on  that 
volutionary  claims  be  Instructed  to  enquire  into  ! subject,  concluding  with  a recommendation  to  the 
the  expediency  of  allowing  to  Daniel  Warren,  of  1 house  to  adopt  the  following  resolution:  “Resolved, 


^'ermont,  an  increase  of  his  pension. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  it  was 


I’liat  it  is  inexpedient  at  the  present  time  to  in- 
crease the  pi  ice  of  those  public  land  required  to 


Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  j he  sold.”  'fiie  report  was  rec»d,  and  ordered  to  lie 


instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
fishing  a district  court  in  Virgi.aia,  west  of  the  Al- 
legany mouiiiiiln. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  .Tohnson,  of  Kent^icky,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  of  claims  be  In- 
stwicted  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law'  for  extending  the  provisions  of  an  act  en- 


on  the  table. 

Mr.  R.  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  on  Edmund  Dana  and  otheivs, 
praying  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  a considerable 
body  of  public  lands  on  certain  accommodaiing’ 
terms,  reported  unfavorably  thereto:  and  tiiC  report 
w'as  read  and  concurred  in. 


326 


NILES’  REGISTEIL-JANUAllY  10,  1818— CONGRESS. 


Ml*.  Forsyth,  fi*om  the  committee  on  our  foreign 
relations,  reported  a bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therein  mentioned; 
and  the  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Jfolmes,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  re- 
ported  a b^^l  allowing  compensation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States-.  [The  bill  fixes  the  compensa- 
tion at  the  rate  of  nine  dollars  per  diem,  and  nine 
dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  travelling  to  and  from 
congress.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed 

Mr.  Johnson  offered  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
tlie  militia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  organizing  the  gene- 
ral staff  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  upon  the 
principle  of  the  general  staff  of  the  army  of  the 
United  State.s,  as  far  as  practicable. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  a system  of  military  discipline  for  the 
militia  of  the  several  states  and  territories.  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  offered  a motion  to  increase  the 
salary  of  the  post  master  general,  and  supported 
it  with  a brief  notice  of  the  .multiplicity  of  business 
that  lie  had  to  do^  &c. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committeeof  the 
whole,  Mr  Smith,  of  Md.  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
to  prescribe  the  effect  of  certain  records  and  judi- 
cial proceedings. 

Considerable  debate  again  took  place^  But  not 
having  room  to  insert  the  sketches  from  the  Jt'a- 
tional  Intelligencer,  we  shall  not  attempt  an  abstract. 
The  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again, 
&c.  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  6. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of 
Mass,  the  several  orders  of  the  day,  preceding  the 
bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  members  of  the 
senate  and  house  of  representatives,  were  postpon- 
ed, and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Smith  of  Md.  in  the  chair,  on  the 
said  bill. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  Penn,  to  try  the  sense  of  the  com- 
mittee moved  to  strike  out  the  word  nine  and  insert 
six,  as  the  daily  compensation. 

I'he  question  w'as  loudly  called  for — when  Mr. 
Desha,  of  Ky.  rose  and  spoke  in  favor  of  six  dol- 
lars. [In  his  speech  he  several  times  mentions 
the  interruption  caused  by  the  want  of  order  in  the 
house.]  He  thouglit  six  dollars  a day  enough — and 
s:iid  that  the  depreciation  of  the  value  so  much 
spoken  of  was  occasioned  by  the  multiplication  of 
banks,  in  doingwhich  congress  had  had  its  share,  &Ci 

Mr.  Ogle,  of  Penn,  was  in  favor  of  nine  dollars — 
he  thought  the  sum  small  enough  for  a just  recom- 
pense,'and  believed  that  his  constituents  would 
think  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Linn,  of  N.  J.  'moved  to  strike  out  nine  and 
insert  eight — negatived. 

Mr.  Bassett,  of  Va.  moved  to  strike  out  nine  and 
leave  it  blank — negatived.  The  committee  report- 
ed the  bill  to  the  house — 

The  motion  to  strike  out  nine  and  insert  six  dol- 
lars being  renewed,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Va.  Basset,  B.llinger,  Bi*n- 
nett,  Blount,  Boden,  Boss,  Burnell,  Campbell,  ComstocU,  Desha, 
Earl*-,  Edwards,  Kllicott,  Gage,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herbert, 
HerritUi,  Heisier,  Holmes  Mass,  Hundington,  .Johnson,  Ken.  Lew- 
is, MeLane,  W.  P.  Maclay,  Marr.  Mtreer,  Moore,  Morton,  Murray, 
New,  Parris,  Patterson,  Peter,  Quarles,  Heed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ross, 
Sampson,  Sawyer,  Scndder,  Settle,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Sherwood,  Sils- 
hee,  S.jSmitl),  Balt.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Southard,  Spangler,  Stuart, 


Tarr,  Taylor,  Townsend,  Trimble,  Tucker,  S.  C,  Tyler,  Walker, 
N.  C.  Walker,  Ken.  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Williams,  Conn.  Wil- 
liams, N.  C.  Wilson.  Pen.— 68. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adam v Allen,  JUate.  Allen,  Vt.  Ander- 
son, Pa.  Anderson,  Ken.  Austin,  Ball.  Barber.  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bay- 
ley,  Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Bryan,  Butler,  Claggett,  Claiboiirne, 
Cobb,  Colston,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cruger,  Ciishn)an,  Darling- 
ton, Drake,  Erving,  S.  C.  Folgrr.  Forney,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Garnett, 
Hale,  Hall,  Del.  Hall,  N.  C.  Hasbrouek,  Herkimer,  Hitchcock, 
Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Irving,  N.  Y. 
Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtlaiid,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little-  Livermore,  Lowndes, 
W.  Maclay,  McCoy,  Marcliand.  Mason,  Mass.  Merrill,  Middleton, 
Miller,  Mosely,  Mtimford,  J:  r.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M.  Nelson, 
Nesbit,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pit- 
1 kin,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Richards,  Rieggold,  RoberUon, 
Ken.  Robertson,  Lou.  Ruggles,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Slocomb,  Alex. 
Smyth,  Speed,  Spencer,  Stoors,  Strong.  Strother,  Tallmadge, 
Terrill,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Tucker,  Va.  Upham,  Wallace,  Weudo- 
ver,  Whitmatr,  Williams,  N.  Y.  Wilkin— 101. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  mne 
and  inserting  six  dollars  at  the  allowance  for  eve- 
ry 20  miles  travel  to  and  from  congress;  which  mo- 
tion was  decided  by  year  and  nays,  as  follows: 

For  the  amendment  93 

Against  it  76 

So  this  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  nine  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  eight  dollars  as 
daily  pay. 

.S?Mr.  Bassett  said  he  had  voted  against  eight  dol- 
lars in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  because  hepre- 
ferred  six.  lie  .should  now  vote  for  eight,  because 
he  could  not  succeed  in  obtaining  six. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  of  Mississippi,  said,  that,  as  the 
travelling  allowance  had  been  reduced  to  six,  the 
pay  ought  to  be  reduced  to  the  same  rate;  for  that 
certainly  the  travelling  was  the  most  laborious  part 
of  the  duty  to  perform  for  .those  who  lived  at  any 
distance  from  the  seat  of  government. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  concurred  entirely  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  travelling  was  the  hardest  part 
of  the  representative’s  duty,  in  a pecuniary  view, 
and  for  which  members  had  not  heretofore  been 
sufficiently  paid.  There  were  occasions  on  which 
we  were  under  an  obligation  to  perform  gratuitous 
services  for  our  country;  but  sutely  this  was  not 
one  of  them.  Me  too,  he  said,  should  vote  for  th»^ 
reduction  of  the  pay,  because  he  hoped  the  mileage 
and  the  pay,  whatever  they  were  fixed  at,  should  be 
at  the  same  rate. 

l^e  question  on  reducing  the  daily  pay  fi  omnine 
to  eight  dollars,  was  then  decided  as  follows. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Vt.  Anderson,  Pa.  Austin,  Baldvriii,  Ball, 
Barbour,  Va.  Bassett,  Bateman,  llayley,  Bellinger,  Bennett, 
Bloomfield,  Blount,  Boden,  Boss,  Burwell,  Canrpbell,  Claiborne, 
Comstock,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cruger,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards, 
Ellicott,  Erving,  S.  C.  Floyd,  Gage,  Garnett,  Hale,  Harrison, 
I Hendricks,  Herbert,  Herkimer,  Herrick,  Heister,  HitcliCi  ck, 
Holmes,  Mass.  Huntingdon,  .Tolinson,  Iven.  Lewis,  Linn,  Little, 
Livermore,  McLane,  W.  Maclay,  W.  P.  Mat-lay,  Marr,  Merrill, 
Moore,  Morton,  H.  Nelson,  T.  M,  Nelson,  New,  Parris,  Peter,  Plea- 
sants, Poindexter.  Porter,  Quarles,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ricli,  Richards, 
Robertson,  Lou.  Ross,  Sampson,  Savage,  Scndder,  Settle.  Seybert, 
Shaw,  Sherwood,  S.  Smitlt,  Balt.  Smith,  .T.  S.  Smith,  Souiliard, 
Spangler,  Speed,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Townsend,  Trimble, 
Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  S.C.  Tyler,  U|)ham,  Walker,  N.  C.  Walker, 
Ken-  Wallace,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Williams,  Conn.  WiiliaoiS, 
N.  C.  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Pen.-99. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Anderson,  Ken. 
Barber,  Ohio.  Beecher,  Bryan,  Butler,  Claggett,  Cobh,  CoUtoii, 
Crawford,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Folger,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Fuller, 
Hall,  Del.  Hall,  N.  C.  Hasbrouek,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson, 
Hubbard,  Hunter,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer, 
Lowndes,  M‘Coy,  Marcliand,  Mason,  Mass.  Mercer,  Middleton,  Mil- 
ler, Mosely,  Mumford,  Murray,  Nt-sbilt,  Ogle,  Orr,  Owen,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
Ken.  Ruggles,  Sawyer,  Schuyler,  Silsbee,  Slocumb,  Alex.  Sreytli, 
Spencer,  Stoors,  Strong,  Strother,  Stuart,  Tallmadge,  Terrell, 
Terry,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams,  N.  V.— 70. 

So  the  daily  pay  was  fixed  at  eight  dollars. 

Mr.  Little,  moved  to  recon-sider  tlie  vo‘e  by 
which  the  travelling  expenses  had  been  reduced  to 
six  dollars,  with  a view  to  fix  it  at  eight;  which 
would  make  it  stand  on  the  same  footing  as  hereto* 
fore,  but  at  a little  higher  rate. 
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A good  deal  of  desultory  debate  followed — of  no 
importance.  Tlie  quesiion  on  reconsideration  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  the 
allowance  for  mileage  was  fixed  at  ei^^ht  dollars  for 
every  20  miles,  by  a considerable  majority. 

The  question  having  been  finally  stated,  “sliall 
the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  timei”’ — 

And,  after  .oine  speaking,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  so  engrossed. 

Tile  sjieaker  laid  before  the  house  sundry  depo- 
sitions and  documents  on  the  subject  of  the  contest- 
ed election  of  Charles  F.  Mercer,  a member  of  this 
hotise  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  which  were  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  elections. 

Mr.  Wendover,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject, 
made  a report,  accompanied  by  a bill,  to  alter  the 
flag  of  the  United  States;  which  was  twice  read. 

Wednesday^  Jan.  7.  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  two 
resolutions  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  journals 
of  the  old  congress  down  to  1783,  and  of  the  gene- 
ral convention  that  framed  tlie  constitution  of  the 
U.  S,  printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  addres- 
sed the  house  in  the  following  words: 

“Mr.  Speaker:  1 lay  befijre  the  house  a letter  ad- 
dressed and  delivered  to  me  by  a person  called 
colonel  John  Anderson.  That  man  has  mistaken 
me  much.  Wherever  I am  known,  at  this  place, 
and  in  the  country  from  whence  1 came,  no  attempt 
of  the  kind  w'ould  have  been  made.  I feel  it  a 
duty  to  lay  the  letter  and  the  statement  thereon, 
made  by  myself,  before  the  house.  My  feelings 
are  too  much  excited,  nor  would  it  be  my  duty,  to 
make  any  remarks  on  the  subject.  It  is  for  the 
house^to  determine  what  shall  be  done.” 

The  papers  handed  by  Mr.  li illiams  to  the  clerk 
were  then  read  as  follows; 

WASHINGTON,  JAK.  6,  1818. 
Tfie  hon.  William  Leans. 

Honored  sir — I return  you  th.anks  for  the  atten- 
tion I received  to  my  claims  to  pass  so  soon.  Mr. 
Lee  will  hand  you  some  claims  from  the  river  Rasin, 
which  will  pass  through  your  honorable  committee; 
and  I have  a wish  that  the  conduct  of  the  British 
in  that  country  may  be  related  in  full  on  the  fioor 
of  congress;  which  will  give  you  some  trouble  in 
making  out  the  report,  and  supporting  the  same. — 
I have  now  to  request  that  you  will  accept  the 
small  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  as  part  pay,  for 
extra  trouble  I give  you;  I will  present  it  to  you  so 
soon  as  I receive  some  from  government.  This  is 
confidential,  that  only  you  and  me  may  know  any 
thing  about  it;  or  in  other  words,  I give  it  to  you  as 
a man  and  a mason:  and  hope  you  belong  to  the  so- 
ciety. Sir,  should  it  happen  that  you  would  not  ac- 
cept of  this  small  sum,  I request  you  will  excust- 
me;  if  you  do  not  accept,  1 wish  you  to  drop  me  a 
few  lines;  if  you  accept  I wish  no  answer.  I hope 
you  will  see  my  view  on  this  subject;  tiiat  it  is  for 
extra  trouble. 

I will  make  out  a statement,  and  present  the 
same  to  tlie  committee,  which  will  be  supported  b\ 
gen.,  Harrison,  col  Johnson,  Mr.  Hulbard,  .Mr. 
Meigs,  post  master  general,  governo”  Cass’s  report 
as  commissioner,  and  others.  Relying  on  your  !io- 
nor  as  keeping  this  a secret,  and  your  exertions  i i 
passing  these  claims  as  soon  as  possible,  1 need 
not  infbrm  you,  that  we  are  as  poor  unfortunate 
orphan  children,  having  no  representation  in  con- 
gress— so  must  look  on  your  honorable  body  us 
our  guardians.  I’urdon  Uiis  liberty  from  a stran- 
ger. 

I am,  with  high  esteem,  vour  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant-,  ' JOHN  ANDERSON. 


Mr.  Widiams'is  statement. 

After  breakfast  tliis  morning,  George,  a servant 
came  into  the  dining  room,  and  told  me  that  a gen- 
tleman was  in  my  room,  waiting  to  sec  n:e.  I s\ejj- 
ped  into  my  room,  and  col.  John  Anderson  wU 
there.  He  handed  me  a letter,  observing  at  tiie 
same  time,  that  he  had  prepared  t);at  letter  for  me, 
and  that  perliaps  it  would  recjuire  some  explanation. 
I read  over  the  letter  with  atientioii;' and,  having 
done  so,  observed  to  col.  Anderson  it  was  a very 
surprizing  communication.  1 then  started  to  Mr. 
Wilson’s  room,  immediately  adjoining  my  own. 
Wlien  in  the  act  of  opening  my  own  door,  lie  begged 
1 would  not  show  the  letter.  I made  no  reply  to 
this,  but  stepped  into  Mr.  AVilson’s  room,  and  ask- 
ed him  to  do  me  the  favor  to  walk  into  my  room. 
I his  Mr.  AVilson  did,  following  on  immediately 
behind  me.  After  we  had  got  into  my  room,  in  the 
presence  of  col.  Anderson  I lianded  the  letter  to 
.Mr.  AA^ilson,  and,  observing  that  it  was  a very  ex- 
traordinary comrnunication,  requested  him  to’rcad 
it.  AA  hen  .Mr.  A\  ilsen  had  read,  or  was  nearly  dore 
reading  tlie  letter,  I told  col.  Anderson  that  I*  re- 
pelled with  indignation  and  contempt  the  ofter  he 
made  to  me  in  the  letter.  Col.  Anderson  said,  he 
asked  my  pardon;  that  it  was  designed  onlv  as  a 
small  compensation  for  the  extra  trouble  he  expect- 
ed to  give  the  committee  of  claims  in  examining 
the  claims  from  Alicl.igan  territory,  and  exposing 
the  conduct  of  the  British  during  the  war;  that  R 
was  foreign  from  his  intention  to  attempt  any  thing 
like  a bribe;  and  requested  me  to  burn  the  letter,  or 
to  give  it  to  him.  I told  him  I should  do  ne;t!ier;  that 
his  oftence  was  unpardonable,  such  as  I could  not 
forgive,  and  ordered  him  to  leave  t!ie  room  instant- 
ly.  Col.  Anderson  then  begged  pardon,  ami  asked 
forgiveness  with  excessive  earnestness.  I told  him 
I would  listen  to  none  ol  iiis  apologies;  that  liLs 
oflence  was  an  attack  upon  the  integrity  of  congress 
generally,  and  upon  mine  person’ally;  that  no  one 
should  ever  have  my  pardon  or  expect  my  forgive- 
ness who  should  suppose  me  capable  of  such  an  in- 
fiuence  as  he  had  attempted  to  practice  upon  me. 
Again  I told  col.  Anderson  to  leave  mv  room.  lie 
advanced  to  the  door,  where  he  stood  for  some 
time,  endeavoring  to  obtain  my  pardon,  as  he  said. 
I told  him  it  was  in  vain  to  ask  it:  that  as  a member 
of  congress  and  of  the  committee  of  claims  it  \va.s 
my  duty  to  examine  his  claims,  and,  if  just  to  sup- 
port them;  that  his  oiler  was  an  attempt  at  bribery; 
was  an  attempt  to  influence  my  mind  in  opposition 
to  my  duty,  and  as  such  could  wot  be  foruiven.  He 
then  desired  me  either  to  burn  the  letter  or  give 
it  to  him.  I replied  tl\at  I should  do  ncitlier,  and 
again  ordered  him  to  leave  mv  room.  AA'horeupon 
he  did  leave  my  room.  Mr.  AVilson,  after  talking 
on  the  subject  of  the  letter  for  some  time,  suggest- 
ed to  me  the  propriety  of  calling  in  Mr.  AVm.  P. 
Maclav;  but,  as  .Air.  AVm.  P.  .M.iclay  was  not  in,  I 
a.sked  Mr.  William  Maclay,  the  rooru-mate  of  Mr. 
William  P,  Maclay,  to  come  to  my  room.  He  com- 
plied with  my  request;  and,  shortly  after  he  arrived 
in  my  room,  Mr.  AVilliam  P.  Maclay  also  stepped 
in.  These  gentlemen,  Mr.  AVilson,.  Mr.  AVilliam 
Maclay,  and  Mr.  AV'm.  P.  Maclay,  were  in  my  room 
at  the  time  the  servant  called  to  Mr-  Wilson,  and 
said  a gentleman  was  below  waiting  to  see  him. 
.VIr  AVilson  walked  out  of  the  room,  and  w’as  gone 
a fev/  minutes.  Afier  he  returned,  he  observed 
that  col.  Ander.>-.on  w'as  tiie  person  wlio  liad  sent  for 
him;  that  col.  A’^  business  was  to  obtain  his  inter- 
position to  put  a stop  to  further  proceedings  on  the 
subject  of  his  letter  to  rae.  The  precise  conversa- 
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tion  between  Mr.  Wilson  and  col.  Anderson  can  be 
related  by  the  former  with  minuteness. 

LEWIS  WILLIAMS. 

January  7th  1818. 

The  papers  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  W. 
Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  referred  to  in  the  above 
narrative,  handed  in  a statement  of  the  facts  which 
fell  under  his  observation,  entirely  corroborating 
those  stated  by  Mr.  Williams  as  far  as  they  came 
under  tlie  observation  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  house  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution: 

liesolved,  That  the  speaker  do  issue  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  the  house, 
commanding  him  to  take  in  custody,  wherever  to  be 
found,  the  body  of  John  Anderson,  and  the  same  in 
his  custody  to  keep,  subject  to  the  further  order 
and  direction  of  this  house. 

It  appeared  from  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Far- 
rison,  tliat  col.  Anderson,  with  “all  the  agitation  be- 
longing to  terror  or  of  conscious  guilt, ’’had  informed 
him  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken.  of  what  had  happen- 
ed with  Mr.  Williams — they  told  him  that  they 
would  not  justify  his  conduct  or  say  any  thing  in 
extenuation  of  it.  Mr.  Johison  regretted  that  the 
suffering  people  of  Detroit  and  Michigan  had  plac- 
ed their  confidence  in  one,  whom,  until  this  day,  he 
had  himself  held  in  the  highest  estimation.  Mr. 
Terry  asked  the  forms  of  practice  in  a case  like  this. 
Mr.  Clay  said  a warrant  might  issue  to  apprehend 
the  party  offending.  Mr.  Forsyth  referred  to  a case 
in  1795  when  a bribe  in  land  had  been  offered  to  a 
member.  Finally,  the  question  on  Mr.  Forsyth’s 
motion  was  taken  and  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  bill  for  compensating 
the  members,  was  announced.  Mr.  Harrison  moved 
to  recommit  it  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  pay  of 
the  present  congress  at  six  dollars  per  day,  and  of 
future  congresses  at  eight  dollars.  This  produced 
another  debate — and  the  motion  was  negatived. — 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  again  there  was  much  speaking.  But  at 
last  it  was  decided  as  follows. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Allen,  Vt.  Anderson, 
Pen.  Anderson,  Ken,  Austin,  Ball,  Barber,  Ohio,  Bateman,  Bayley, 
Beecher,  Bloomfield,  Bryan,  Butler,  Claggett,  Claiborne,  Colston, 
Cutnstock,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cruger,  Culbreth,  Cushman, 
Darlington,  Drake.  Earle,  Eilieott,  Floyd,  Forney,  Forsytli,  Fuller. 
Gage,  Garnett,)  Hale,  Hall,  Del.  Hall,  Iv’.  C.  Herkimer,  Hitchcock, 
Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkiiison,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Irving,  N, 
Y.  Johnson,  Ken.  Jones,  Kinsey,  Kirtland,  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little, 
Lowndes,  W.  IMaclay,  Wm.  P.  Maclay,  M’Coy,  Marcbaiid,  Mason, 
Mass.  Merrill,  Middleton.  Moore,  Moselev,  Jer.  Nelson,  H.  Nelson, 
T-  M.  Nelson,  Nesbitt,  Orr,  Owen,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson, 
Pawling,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Porter,  Rich,  Richards, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ken.  Rwbertson,  Lou.  Ruggles,  Savage, 
Scbuyler,  Scudder,  Settle,  Slocumb,  Alex.  Smyth,  Spangler,  Speed, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Stuart.  Tallmadge,  Tarr,  Terrell,  Verry,  Tompkins, 
Townsend,  Tucker,  Va.  Upham,  Walker,  N.  C.  Wallace,  Wendover, 
Williams,  N.  Y.  Wilkin,  Wilson,  Pen.— 109. 

NAYS.— Ml  ssrs.'  Baldwin,  Barliour,  Va.  Bassett,  Bellinger,  Ben- 
nett, Blount,  Boden,  Boss,  Burwel),  Campbell,  Cobb,  Desiia,  Ed- 
wards, Erving,  S.  C.  Folger,  Harrison,  Hasbrouck,  Hendricks,  Her- 
bert,  Herrick,  Hiester,  Holmes,  Mass.  Huntingdon,  Lewis,  Liver- 
more, M Laiie,  Marr,  Mercer,  Miller,  Morton,  Mumtord,  Murray, 
New,  Ogle,  Parris,  Poindexter,  Quarles,  Reed,  Rhea,  Ross,  Samp, 
son.  Sawyer,  Shaw,  Slierwood,  Silsbee,  S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smith  J,  S. 
Smith,  Soutliard,  Spencer,  Strother,  Taylor,  Trimble,  Tucker,  S. 
C.  Tyler,  Walker,  Ken.  Whiteside,  Whitman,  Williams,  Cou.  Wil- 
liams, N.  C.— 60. 

So  tile  bill  was  passed  (at  eight  dollars  per  day, 
and  eight  dollars  mileage)  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence. 

[Some  wlio  voted  against  the  bill  were  in  favor 
of  a higher  sum,  and  vice  versa.l 

'I'lie  house  then  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took 
up  llie  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
public  buildings.  The  blank  was  filled  witii  200,000 
dollars,  agreed  to,  repor  led’to  the  house,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 


Some  time  was  then  spent  on  the  bill  to  give 
effect  to  judicial  records,  &.c.  Notliing  decided. 

03^The  “congress  news”  inserted  having  occupi- 
ed more  space  than  we  expected,  to  tiie  exclusion 
of  some  articles  that  we  would  have  preferred  to 
others  that  are  inserted — and  the  space  being  limit- 
ed, we  must  be  very  brief  with  proceed- 

ings— 

After  other  business,  the  speaker  stated  that 
John  Anderson  was  in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
at  arms.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  a committee 
was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  repor  Jng  a mode  of 
proceeding  on  the  case — agreed  to,  after  Iwc  hours 
debate. 

The  engrossed  bill  appropriating  200,000  for 
repairing  the  public  buildings,  was  passed. 

Sometime  was  spent  on  the  bill  prescribing  the 
effect  of  certain  judicial  records,  wliea  the  com- 
mittee on  the  case  of  J.  Anderson  were  ready  to  re- 
port. The  report  required  that  he  should  be 
brought  to  the  bar  to  answer  interrogatories.  Tiie 
report  was  agreed  to — the  prisoner  was  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  informed  by  the  speaker  tliat  if  he 
wished  counsel,  for  reasonable  time  for  witnesses, 
&c.  that  they  would  be  granted.  He  stated  that 
he  desired  counsel,  and  to  summon  witnesses. — 
He  was  remanded  from  the  bar.  It  was  ordered 
that  he  should  be  furnished  with  the  charges  against 
him,  with  liberty  to  engage  such  counsel  as  he 
thought  fit,  and  subpoena  such  witnesses  as  he  wish- 
ed;— and  appear  before  the.  house  at  1 o’clock  to 
morrow. 

The  house  adjourned  at  a late  hou”. 


CHRONICLE. 

COTTON  AND  WOOL.  The  Very  great  prices  paid 
for  cotton,  is,  to  our  southern  brethren,  far  more 
productive  of  wealth  than  the  mines  of  Mexico 
and  Peru.  The  steady  price  of  uplands  has  been 
about  30  cents,  and  it  is  stated  that  sales  have  been 
made  at  35  for  upland  and  60  for  Sea  Islands.  The 
export  of  the  late  year  has  been  large,  and  its  value 
probably  exceeded  tioenty  millions  of  dollars! — The 
greater  part  of  it  goes  to  England,  where  it  is  spun 
and  wove  intocloib,  and  returned  to  us  at  a much  in- 
creased value.  Tiie  British  still  talk  much  about 
supplying  themselves  with  cotton  from  India — last 
year  they  received  30,000  bale.s,  and  they  say  they 
they  expect  150,000  bales  in  1818. 

Cotton,  to  the  value  of  about  §1,030,000,  was 
brought  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  in  waggons;  in  II 
days  preceeding  the  19th  ult. 

We  are  told  that  large  quantities  of  sheep’s  wool 
nave  lately  been  bought  up  in  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  being  shipped  to  England;  whicli 
we  shall  have  to  repurcliase  at  five  or  six  prices!  If 
it  is  sound  policy  to  permit  the  existence  of  such  a 
state  of  things,  every  natior-in  the  world  except 
“our  noble  selves,”  have  fools  to  govern  them;  for 
none  of  them  can  seethe  advantages  of  it. 

JVIassacIvusetts  claims.  It  is  stated  as  a serious 
that  a certain  Maj.  Pearce  has  actually  arrived  at 
Washington,  to  ask  the  United  Stales  to  remune- 
rate the  stale  of  Massacnusetls  for  her  militia  ser- 
vices in  the  late  war! 

Our  navy.  A writer  in  a New-York  paper  says — 
“At  no  period  of  the  history  of  this  country,  eilliei 
of  peace  or  war,  were  tliere  so  great  a number  of 
officers  and  seamen  in  actual  employment  on  the 
seas,  as  at  the  present  moment.” 

An  elephant,  exhibited  at  New  York,  is  very  pro- 
perly called  a *^great  natural  curiosity.” 
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BANKS  A.VD  NEWS  PAPERS  IN  THE  UNITE Ii  STATES. 

We  have  already  noticed  a receipt  of  a list  of 
the  news  papers  published  in  Virs'inia,  throug'h  the 
politeness  of  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Compiler^ 
with  whom  the  project  of  listing  all  that  issue  in 
the  United  States  orig-inated.  Since  then  we  have 
received  very  neat  tables  of  the  banks,  established 
by  law,  and  of  the  ne-ivs-papers  published  in  tlie  state 
of  A'c-w-York,  from  Jesse  Kuell,  esq.  editor  of  the 
Albany  Argns — and  lists  of  the  news-papers  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio,  from  the  editors  of  the  “Commen- 
tator,” and  of  the  “Scioto  Gazette,”*  respectively. 
To  those  gentlemen  we  respectfully  otter  our  thanks, 
assuring  them  that  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  ac- 
complish the  purpose  to  which  they  have  so  prompt- 
ly contributed.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  most 
useful  information  about  the  banks  may  not  be  ne- 
glected. The  fact  is,  that  a list  of  the  chartered 
banks  in  the  United  States,  with  some  general  re- 
marks on  their  condition,  might  justly  be  consi- 
dered as  an  important  article. 

“A  Kentuckian,”  through  the  Frankfort  Argns** 
of  the  26th  iilt.  has  addressed  a long  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  IVeekly  Register,  in  respect  to  the 
colored  population  of  the  United  States.  It  has 
received  an  attentive  reading  and  is  laid-by  for 
insertion  as  soon  as  a needful  attention  to  primary 
objects  will  afford  room  for  it. 


^^Fmancial  Prosperity/^ 

FROM  THE  AURORA. 

^Tfr.  Duane — T am  surprised  that  you  have  not 
noticed  an  article  in  JViles*  Register  of  the  27th  of 
December  1817.  That  paper  is  a very  valuable 
one,  from  the  diligence  and  care  with  which  the 
passing  events  and  documents  of  every  public  kind, 
are  preserved  in  it.  Mr.  Niles  has  presented  at 
different  times  many  discussions  on  political  econo- 
my and  statistics,  and  the  opinion  has  prevailed, 
that  on  these  subjects  he  was  a good  authoriiy  to 
be  referred  to,  and  his  personal  character  has  Sanc- 
tioned this  opinion. 

In  the  paper  to  which  I refer  above,  he  has  pub- 
lished what  appear  to  be  his  opinions,  under  the 
title  of  Financial  Prosperity,  in  which  he  either  mis- 
takes what  financial  prosperity  is,  or  he  must  con- 
sider that  kind  of  prosperity  as  a distinct  exitence 
from  political  economy  and  national  prosperity. 

I notice  this  occurrence,  sir,  because  if  Mr.  Niles 
is  right  in  his  notions,  1 must  have  been  mistaken 
through  a long  life;  I recollect  when  the  worthy 
Isaac  Briggs  brought  before  congress  his  admirable 
but  neglected  views  of  the  true  policy  and  economy 
of  this  nation,  that  Mr,  Niles  bestowed  on  it  an  at- 
tention which  led  me  to  believe  he  concurred  in 
the  opinions  of  Isaac  Briggs;  if  he  did  concur,  it 
appears  inconceivable  to  me,  how  the  late  opinions 
of  Mr.  Niles  are  to  be  reconciled  with  tliose  of  na- 
tional suffering,  and  a s}  stem  which  while  it  ena 
bles  the  administrative  authorities  to  conceal  their 
incapacity,  and  to  expend  millior.s  without  system 
or  wisdom,  and  -while  the -whole  productive  free  indus- 

^ *The  editor  of  the  “Ohio  Monitor”  has  also  fur- 
nished a list. 
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try  of  the  I ountry  in  every  branch,  is  either  destroyed 
or  paralysed,  tliat  still  Mr.  Niles,  who  professes  to 
treat  of  political  economy  and  statistic^,  should  so 
strangely  or  orei  /ooA:,  what  must  be  plain  to 

the  commonest  smatterer  in  such  discussions. 

Perhaps  Mr  Niles  fii-.ds  that  tliose  opinions  are 
better  adapted  than  plain  matter  of  fact,  to  the 
taste  of  his  readers.  He  has  a right  to  indulge  in  a 
taste  of  that  kind,  if  all  things  within  agree:  but  it 
is  neither  a reasonable  nor  a proper  mode  of  esti- 
mating what  is  right  or  wrong  in  the  United  States, 
to  contrast  the  affairs  of  monarchies  with  ours,  l.i 
our  private  condition  as  a people,  we  owe  nothin^ 
to  our  government  on  the  score  of  prosperity;  our  situ- 
ation bears  something  like  the  relations  wliich  sub- 
sist between  a great  estate,  under  the  hands  of  a 
land  ste-ward,  wlio  has  to  overlook  and  pay  the  per- 
sons employed,  and  pay  himself  for  services;  but 
who  instead  of  attending  to  his  trust,  and  improv- 
ing  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  had  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  a little  private  farm  of  his  own,  and  let  the 
estate  in  his  care  go  to  wreck;  the  fences  torn  down; 
the  roads  witliout  repair;  the  bridges  fallen  in,  and 
not  a new  path,  bridge,  or  road  repaired;  the  ne. 
groes  indeed  go  on  and  delve,  and  work  as  well  as 
they  can,  the  soil  is  fine,  and  it  requires  only  a fos- 
tering eye  to  the  improvement;  but  the  ovfvrseer 
knows  this,  and  knowing  attends  to  his  farm;  he  re- 
ceives all  the  correspondence  and  answers  letters, 
and  what  the  negroes  earn  is  paid  in;  but  as  to  anv 
care  about  the  rising  family  of  the  owner  of  the  es- 
tate, the  steward  cares  very  liule;  he  must  surren- 
der his  stewardship;  and  let  those  who  are  to  follow 
repair  the  fences. 

Exactly  in  this  way,  sir,  do  I consider  our  govern- 
ment administered;  and  while  the  great  income 
from  the  negro  labor  only  proves  what  the  estate 
might  become  under  free  industry  and  good  stew-' 
ardship,  I cannot  by  any  means  admit,  that  the 
steward  shall  have  a merit  ascribed  to  him  which 
arises  only  from  the  natural  riches  of  the  state. 

He  appears  not  to  know  that  there  is  any  nation 
in  Europe  whose  receipts  are  equal  to  its  expendi- 
ture. Then  he  has  not  read  enough  to  know  the 
truth.  England  receives  more  in  one  year  than 
her  expenditure,  besides  debt;  France  receives 
more  in  one  year  than  her  expenditure:  Sicily, 
Sweden,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  receive  more  in  one 
year  than  is  required  by  the  expenditure  of  that 
year.  Sp;iin  and  Portugal  are  perhaps  the  only 
nations  in  Europe  whose  annual  income  is  under 
the  expense;  and  one  of  your  correspondents,  who 
writes  under  the  signature  of  Colbert  adds  another, 
that  is  the  Gram/  Seignor,  who  has  no  public  debt  nor 
sinking  fund,  and  whose  treasury  is  always  over- 
flowing nevertheless. 

I am  an  oldish  man  and  my  old  notions  stick  to 
me — I have  always  supposed  that  the  happiness  of 
tlie  people — their  prosperous  industry — the  abun- 
dance of  their  means  of  supporting  their  progeny 
— were  tlie  true  indications  ot'  national  prosperity--* 
but  Mr.  Niles  appears  to  con.sider  that  ali  these 
things  may  be  reversed^ — and  that  however  the 


*The  writer  might  as  well  have  said  that  1 ap- 
peared to  have  great  affection  for  legitimate  princes^ 

and  sighed  for  an  ^^established  church.** — [Ed.  Reo- 
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^industry  of  the  people  may  be  cut  up  and  disre- 
garded— they  must  be  very  prosperous  because  the 
treasury  Ls  overflowing  COMMON  SENSE. 

REMARKS  RY  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

Having  read  the  preceding,  “says  I to  my- 
self”— if  I have  said  any  thing  that  is  in  oppo- 
sition to  a firm  belief  tliat  the  “happiness  of 
the  people — their  prosperous  industry — the 
abundance  of  theii*  means  for  supporting  their 
progeny — were  the  true  indications  of  nation- 
al prosperity,'''^  it  is  at  open  M^ar  with  every 
thing  that  1 ever  said,  or  at  least  meant  to  say, 
in  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  But  I never  said 
any  thing  like  it. 

The  articles  on  political  economy  and  statis- 
tics v/hich  have  appeared  in  this  work,  it  is  ve- 
ry probable,  have  been  more  esteemed  by  some 
than  they  deserved  to  be,  on  account  of  the  ra- 
rity of  such  things.  Their  compilation  is  labo- 
rious, and,  indeed,  it  is  not  many  of  those  who 
are  pleased  with  such  subjects  that  will  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  them  (when  prepared)  for 
themselves;  and  results  on  desired  objects  may 
be  too  freely  accepted.  But  this  is  not  7tiy 
fault.  Whatever  I have  said  is  open  to  candid 
investigation,  and  if  error  is  pointed  out  1 
will  hasten  to  coi  rect  it.  I have  only  to  ask 
that  opinions  may  not  be  imputed  fo  me  that 
never  were  held  or  expressed.  The  writer’s 
ideas,  as  to  political  economy,  have  been  fami- 
liarly used  by  me  for  several  years  past,  and 
are  as  familiar  to  my  readers  as  my  name. — 
Leaving  c -.t  what  is  said  about  the  alleged  “in- 
capacity of  the  administrative  authorities,”  tkc. 
as  involving  opinions  that  I do  not  feel  free- 
dom so  discuss  in  the  Register,  though,  I ap- 
prehend that  a difference  of  sentiment  might 
be  supported,  I decidedly  agree  with  “Com- 
mon tSense,”  and  tnist  that  I afvrap  shall  do 
it.  My  essays  have  had  for  their  chief,  indivi- 
sible object  the  encouragement  of  national  in- 
dustry, and  a constant  looking  at  home  for  the 
Only  ceidain  means  of  national  prosperity. 

* > ith  my  amiable  and  intimate  friend,  “the 
worthy  Isanc  Briggs,^^  I have  the  pleasure  to 
continue  on  the  best  understanding-7-and  if  my 
opinions  on  political  economy  should  have  the 
appearance  of  variance  from  his,  I would  sus- 
pect their  correctness  from  that  circumstance, 
and  most  carefully  weigh  them  before  publica- 
tion: much  do  I admire  the  talents  and  re- 

spect the  judgment  of  my  friend.  But  I know 
not  of  any  discrepancy  in  our  opinions  on  this 
subject.  Nor  is  there  a discrepancy  between 
the  writer  of  “Common  Sense”  and  myself,  as 
to  the  leading  po!nts  in  his  remarks,  as  1 shall 
shew  below.  Yet  he  seems  to  have  wished  to 
whip  somebody.^  and  to  have  thought  it  m(»st  ex- 
pedient to  do  it  over  my  shoulde>  s! 

I had  written  thus  far  before  I turned  to  the 
article  which  called  foi-th  the  grave  remarks  of 
“Common  Sense.”  The  reader  will  please  to 
refer  to  it.  page  282.  So  little  had  i thought 
of  that  article  that  I had  really  forgotten  its 


purport,  and  1 was  unable  to  gather  it  out  of  th^ 
observations  upon  it.  It  consists  of  a few  com* 
mon-place  paragraphs,  rapidly  written,  and 
published  without  reflection — because  the  case 
did  not  require  much  consideration,  and  an  im- 
portance is  given  to  it  that  it  is  not  entitled  to. 
W hat  is  its  amount? — that  the  United  States, 
and  the  several  states,  financially  pros- 
perous. This  is  the  entire  sumaud  substance. 
is  not  the  fact  so?  “Common  Sense”  has 
either  mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  word 
“financial,”  or  sir ainedSor  it  an  application  that 
if  was  not  i;i tended  to  bear.  I have  been  told 
that  finance  is  a French  word — meaning  a sum 
or  sums  of  money  paid  to  the  French  king;  but, 
by  common  acceptation,  means  also  the  reve- 
nues or  treasures  of  any  state  or  government. 
If,  then,  we  are  not  in  a state  of  “financial  pros- 
perity,” I have  erred.  But  it  seems,  that  if 
the  treasury  of  any  country  is  overflowing  with 
money,  that  its  finances  must  be  considered 
prosperous.  However,  it  is  no  less  true  that 
such  prosperity  may  not  be  based  on  a sound 
economy.  An  excess  of  public  money  is  not, 
in  itself,  evidence  of  a nation^ s prosperity; 
though,  in  a liberal  government  where  the  peo- 
ple tax  themselves,  it  is  a strong  presumption 
of  it.  Common  sense  taught  me  these  things 
many  years  ago,  and  also  assured  me  that  na- 
tional wealth  depended  upon  the  profitable  em- 
ployment of  its  people,  especially  at  home. 
Those  opinions  I have  felt  it  my  duty  to  advo- 
cate and  press  upon  my  readers  with  unbound- 
ed zeal,  though  with  less  ability  than  their  great 
importance  merits;  and,  perhaps,  I have  done 
as  much  good  in  respect  to  such  matters  as  the 
writer  who  assumes  such  an  imposing  signa- 
ture. 

The  writer  is  pleased  to  declare  that  “w?/ 
personal  character  has  sanctioned’’^  my  opinions 
as  being  ^^good  authority”  on  political  economy 
and  statistics.  W^hat  a pity  that  such  a pretty 
compliment  should  be  so  strangely  mangled  by 
the  ‘‘perhaps Mr ^ Miles  finds  those\ erroneous] 
opinions  better  adapted  than  plain  matter  of 
fact  to  the  taste  of  his  readers.  He  has  a right 
to  indidge  in  a taste  of  that  kind,  if  all  things 
WITHIN  agree.”  Light  and  darkness — hones- 
ty and  fraud — oil  and  vinegar,  are  here  united, 
and  by  “common  sense!”  The  writer  will  ex- 
cuse my  freedom  when  I tell  him  thathe  knows 
nothing  about  my  “personal  character” — be- 
lieving that  if  he  did  know  it,he  would  not  have 
thought  me  capable  of  the  thing  so  ungenerous- 
ly insinuated . N othing  has  been  stated  by  me 
in  the  Register  that  1 did  not  believe  to  be 
“plain  matter  of  fact,”  unless  otherwise  de- 
scribed; and  this  paper  never  has  been  direct- 
ed by  passion  or  rendered  subservient  to  pri- 
vate views.  Its  pages  have  not  been  thrown 
open  to  the  office-seeking  factions  that  abound 
in  the  United  -dates;  hence  no  disappointment 
has  occurred  to  sour  its  pages,  and  its  course 
has  been  steady  and  consistent,  in  all  its, parts. 


NILES’  UEGISTER--JAN.  17,  1818— PLUVIOMETRICAL  OBSERVATIONS.  331 


A tew  words  as  tlm  facts  stated  about  reve- 
nue and  expenditure.  ‘‘Spain  and  Portugal 
are,  perhaps,  the  only  nations  in  Europe  whose 
annual  income  is  under  the  expense,”  says 
“Common  Sense.”  Now  we  know  that  the 
chancellor  of  the  British  exchequer  got  a grant 
to  raise  1^,600,000/.  on  exchequer  bills  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  last  year,  without 
any  reference  at  all  to  the  public  debt.  See 
W.  R.  yol.  XII.  page  409 — 10.  The  king  of 
France,\n  his  speech  publishe*!  in  the  last  num- 
ber, demands  a vote  of  credit  equal  to  that  of 
last  year  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  present. — 
Bussia  has  afloat  a quantity  of  paper  money, 
said  to  amount  to  six  hundred  millions  of  ru- 
bles, that  is  at  a depreciation  of  seventy  five 
per  centr,  which,  as  it  is  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  empire,  could  hardly  be  the  case  if  the 
revenues  were  greater  than  the  expenditures 
The  estimated  expenses  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
*N*ether lands,  is  74  millions  of  florins;  the  re- 
venue is  estimated  at  67  millions,  and  a loan 
is  required.  And  theJlustrian  government- 
money  is  about  3 for  1,  if  1 rightly  comprehend 
the  meaning  of  a Vienna  article  dated  Oct.  16, 
1817.  Are  not  those  cases  sufficient  to  support 
my  general  expression  as  to  the  state  of  Euro- 
pean nations  in  respect  to  t\\e\r  finances}  Com- 
mon sense  wdll  say  that  they  are. 


Fewest  deaths  in  April,  73 — greatest  number  in 
August,  213. 

liiseasea,  &c.  Consumption,  239!  Cholera  morbus, 
214;  still  born  1I7;  variou!-- fevers  lll;fits98;  pleu- 
risy 67;  worms  61;  old  age  57;  dropsy  42;  casu  i/y 
35;  drowned  38;  sudden  deaths  11,  suicides  5;  poi- 
soned 1;  croup  35,  &c.  &c. 


Pluviomttrical  Observations. 

The  following  account  of  the  quantity  of  rain  that 
fell  at  West  Chester,  Penn,  was  commenced  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1817,  and  has  been  commu- 
nicated on  the  supposition  that  it  may  not  on- 
ly ‘ gratify  the  curious,”  but  also  “serve  to  il- 
lustrate the  real  character  of  our  dim  ite.”— 
From  a personal  acquaintance  with  the  gentle- 
man who  made  those  observations,  we  arc  per- 
fectly satisfied  of  tlieir  accuracy,  and  will  verv 
cheerfully  devote  the  needful  space  annually  lo 
an  expected  <iontinuation  of  them. 


Baltimore — Bills  of  mortality. 

roil  THE  TEAR  1817. 

Abstracted  f rom  the  official  report. 

Males.  Females.  Total  deaths. 
.Tanuary,  56  40  95 

February,  55  50  J05 

March,  41  34  75 

April,  36  37  73 

May,  57  39  95 

June,  52  37  89 

July,  61  44  105 

August,  127  86  213 

September,  80  75  155 

October,  81  58  139 

November,  43  32  75 

December,  57  45  102 

746  577  1323 

Of  ivhom  there  were^ 

218  males  and  182  females  were  under  1 year 

from  1 to  2 


80 

17 

15 

24 

55 

179 

93 

54 

26 

13 

9 

10 

3 

0 


61 

18 

9 

15 

53 

79 

60 

36 

13 

11 

25 

13 

1 

2 


2 to  3 

3 to  5 
5 to  10 
10  to  20 
20  to  30 
30  to  40 
40  to  50 
50  to  60 
60  to  70 
70  to  80 
80  to  90 
90  to  100 

upwards  of  100. 


Of  the  aggregate,  1,323,  there  were  390  colored 
persons.  The  population  of  the  city  and  precincts 
included  in  the  preceding  bills  of  mortality,  may 
be  estimated  at  from  60  to  65,00.0. 


Jane,  20 

21 

23 
26 
29 

July,  8 
11 
13 

19 

20 
21 

22 

24 
31 

Aug.  3 
4 
7 
9 


Rain. 
Inches 
0.1 
0.5  ) 
0.7  1 
0.7 
2.5 
1.0 


REMARKS, 
shower  in  the  evening, 
gust  of  rain,  at  1,  F.  M. 
thunder  gust  in  tiie  evening,  same  dayi 
gust,  M.  before  day. 

Iieavy  rain,  all  1*.  M, 


0,3 

0.1 

0.15 

0.01 

0.8 

0.04 

0.2 

0.45 

9.5 

5 

0.2 
1.0 
0.15 

2.6 

2.4 

12j0.l 
14  0.2 


Sept.  12 


22 


Oct. 


^ ^jshowery  in  the  afternoon— heavy  in  the  evening 

shower  in  the  morning, 
light  showers. 

showers,  A.  M.  before  day. 
very  slight  sliower. 
smart  gust,  3,  P.  M. 
slight  shower. 
gus»,  P.  M. 

dull— showers  through  the  day. 
gust,  about  9,  P.  M. 

dull— showery,  A.  M. 
heas'y  gust  in  the  evening, 
showery,  M. 

heavy  rain  last  night  and  most  of  this  day. 
heavy  rain  ail  day.  and  most  of  the  ensuing  night, 
slight  shower,  P.  M. 
showery  throughout  the  day. 
showery, 
rain  last  night. 

shower  in  the  afternoon. 

~]  steady  rain  from  the  east— 1 egan  on  the  even* 
J-  ing  ot  th.-  14th  and  continued  till  near  the 
'J  morning  of  the  I6th. 
ained  before  day;  and  showers  through  thteday. 
showery,  P.  M. 

rain,  A.  M.  before  day,  and  forenoon, 
shower,  after  night. 

shower,  in  the  morning, 
rain,  in  the  forenoon, 
rain,  A.  M.  till  noon, 
slight  shower,  A.  M. 
very  slight  shower,  early  A.  M, 
dull— rain,  P.  M.  after  night, 
dull— slight  rain, 
dull— rain  after  night, 
dull— rain,  P.  M. 


r.05 


2.5 


0.7 

O.l 

0.1 
0.4 
0.6 
0.05 
0.02 
0.2 

26  0.1 
27  0.2 
310.4 


Nov.  1 2.4 


Dec- 


-2.07 


0.25 

0.05 

0.15 

1.6 

1.4 

i 

0.25 

0.5 

0.8 

0.7 

0.6 

0.75 


Iieavy  rain,  most  of  the  day. 
rain,  P.  M.  ami  in  the  night, 
slight  rain,  inorniiig  and  evening, 
dull— rain  in  the  morning. 

I heavy  rain  on  the  I7tli,  continued  all  night 
3 and  forenoon  of  the  IStli. 

stormy- rain  in  the  evening. 

dull— easterly  rain. 

rain  in  the  morning,  and  evening. 

smart  rain,  A.  M. 

rain,  early  A.  M. 

rain,  A.  M.  and  most  of  the  day. 


From  the  foregoing  slutement  it  appears  that 
from  the  20th  June  to  the  30th  December,  inclu- 
sive, there  were  fifty  rainy  days;  and  that  the  quan- 
tity of  rain  amounts  to  almost  31  inches.  This  is 
probably  an  unusual  quantity;  but  future  observa- 
tions must  determine  tlie  tact. 
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Maiiufixcturers’  Memorial. 

The  following  memorial,  signed  by  many,  was  for- 
warded to  Washington  city  on  the  8th  inst. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  con- 
gress assembled — 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  residents  of 
Baltimore,  manufictiirers  of  woolen  and  cotton 
goods;  and  others  interested  in  the  support  and 
promotion  of  domestic  industry  and  the  improv- 
rn  mt  of  tlie  useful  arts  in  the  United  States,  re-j 
sper.tively  representeth: 

That  while  your  memorialists  acknowdedge,  with 
gratitude,  the  attention  paid  by  the  national  legisla- 
ture to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country, 
in  the  wise  regulations  of  the  tariff,  to  favor  their 
growth  and  prosperity,  they  have  seen,  with  deep 
concern,  the  object  of  these  regulations  entirely 
frustrated,  and  most  of  their  expensive  establish 
ynents  for  the  manuficture  of  wool  and  cotton,  dis- 
abled, borne  down,  and  their  operations  finally  ar- 
rested, by  the  excessive  introduction  of  foreign  ri- 
vrd  fabrics.  It  is  a fact  that  will  not  be  denied  that 


the  object,  their  interests  being  entirely  at  ' ome, 
yet  they  co-operated  with  the  government,  made  it 
a common  cause  with  their  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural brethren,  they  contributed  tlieir  efforts,  and 
bore  their  portion  of  tl.e  pr'.vat'  r ■ a nl  exp  ns  . 

The  interests  of  your  memoriaiis'.  a.  " now  attack- 
ed; their  manufacturing  estabri.shn‘e!’,;.s  are  pi-  -orat- 
ed, by  foreign  rivals;  a war  in  disguise  is  carried  on 
against  them,  by  forcing  into  our  market  foreign  fa- 
brics far  beyond  the  consumption  of  t!ie  country, 
which  are  sold,  of  course,  generally  at  losing  prices. 

I It  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice  of  your  honor- 
abl'^'  body,  that  a distinguished  member  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  has,  in  his phics,  avowed  this  hostili- 
ty to  our  manufactures;  af'er  speaking  of  the  pro- 
bable loss  on  shipments  to  America,  he  said,  “it 
was  well  worth  while  to  incur  this  loss  on  die  first 
exportations  in  order,  by  tb.e  glut,  to  stifle  in  the 
cradle  the  rising  manufactures  of  the  United 
States,  which  the  war  had  forced  into  existence.” 
We  have  no  public  avowal  of  this  hostility  to  our 
manufactures,  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  or  ma- 
nufacturers of  England;  but  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces go  far  to  prove  its  existence;  and  there  is  little 


foreign  fabrics,  to  an  extent  nearly  equal  to  the  i but  they  would  be  as  ready  to  discover  and  to 

consumption  of  the  country,  were  in  the  years  1815  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  their  superior 


■ 16  and  the  early  part  of  1817,  forced  into  the  mar 
ket  at  public  auction,  without  regard  to  their  cost 
the  duly  or  other  charges,  and  were  sold  generally 


capital  and  skill  in  manufacturing  gave  them  over 
our  infant  establishments,  as  Mr.  Brougliam,  the 
member  who  made  this  declaration.  The  hostility 


‘ty 

at  prices  below  their  cost,  a mode  of  selling  allow-]  thus  avowed  and  inferred,  has  been  severely  felt 
edly  favorable  to  frauds  on  the  x*evenue;  and  j by  our  establishments.  But  we  rely  with  unshaken 


there  is  little  doubt  that  frauds  to  a great  extent 
were  thus  covered,  and  the  owners  of  such  goods 
thereby  ennbled  to  sell  at  reduced  prices  and  de- 
feat the  honest  efforts  of  the  fair  trader  and  the 
manufacturer.  Thus  were  the  works  of  the  Ame 
rican  manufacturer  thrown  idle,  their  costly  ma- 
chinery much  injured  for  the  want  of  use,  the  hands 
employed  in  manufacturing,  a vast  body  of  needy  peo 
plcy  thrown  out  of  employ  and  dispersed,  and  the  ca- 
pitals of  the  proprietors  rendered  worse  than  unpro- 
ductive, by  the  sacrifices  necessary  to  meet  so  un- 
usual  and  unexpected  a pressure  on  their  business. 

Your  memo.dalists  further  represent,  that  the 
history  of  American  commerce  will  shew,  that  at 
every  period  of  our  political  existence  as  a nation, 
it  has  been  encouraged,  protected  and  defended,  by 
the  p!tten»al  care  of  the  government;  and  through 
a protected  commerce,  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  cou.ntry  has  been  encouraged  and  supported. — 
When  ship-building  and  navigation  were  in  their 
infancy  in  these  states,  such  duties, were  imposed 
on  fo’.  eign  tonnage,  and  on  goods  imported  in  fo- 
reign ships,  as  gave  the  American  tonnage  a decid- 
ed preference  of  our  coasting  and  inland  trade;  and 
in  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  country. 

When  the  Barbary  states  disturbed  our  commerce 
in  the  Mediterranean,  the  government  by  an  armed 
force,  brought  them  to  terms  of  just  accommoda- 
tion, and  a respectable  force  is  still  kept  in  these 
seas  for  the  protection  of  our  trade.  And  when 
Great  Britain  made  an  insidious  attack  on  our  com- 
merce, arrogating  to  herself  the  right  of  inter- 
dicting to  our  ships  and  goods  the  market  of  our 
choice,  and  carried  on  a war  in  disguise  against  our 
property  on  the  high  seas,  the  government,  under 
an  i idignant  sense  of  these  outrages  against  our 
coVnmercial  rights,  repelled  the  aggression  by  force 
of  arms;  and  brought  that  proud  nation  to  a sense 
ol’jiisticc.  A continued  and  heavy  expense  and 
many  privations  have  accrued,  and  are  still  accniing 
to  the  nation  for  the  protection  of  commerce, — al- 
though those  of  your  memorialists  immediately  con- 
cerned in  rnaimfacturing  had  no  direct  interest  in 


confidence  on  the  magnanimity  of  tlie  national  le- 
gislature, to  frustrate  their  designs.  Your  memo- 
rialists are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  bound  to 
participate  in  its  burthens  and  distresses;  and  their 
interests  entitled  to  a common  protection  with  the 
interests  of  other  classes  of  the  community;  their 
prosperity  is  necessarily  a component  part  of  the 
national  prosperity,  and  their  depression  diminish- 
es and  impairs  its  wealth  and  power; — to  afford 
them  protection  would  cost  the  nation  no  war,  no 
money,  nor  sacrifice  of  any  kind;  the  public  reve- 
nue is  drawn  from  the  people  through  commerce; 
and  if  the  price  of  articles,  interfering  with  our  do- 
mestic industry,  be  enhanced  to  the  consumer  by 
the  protecting  duties,  the  duty  on  other  articles, 
that  by  habit  have  become  articles  of  the  first  ne- 
cessity, and  which  we  cannot  furnish  at  home,  might 
be  proportionably  lightened  to  the  consumer.  But 
the  avidity  with  which  foreign  fabrics  of  every  de- 
scription have  been  forced  into  the  cour.;ry,  under 
the  existing  duties  is,  to  your  memorialists,  a satis- 
factory evidence  that  these  duties  are  not  too  high 
to  comport  with  the  wise  objects  of  national  policy 
in  contemplation  by  their  adoption. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  observe, 
that  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  United 
States,  whether  viewed  as  it  respects  tlie  amount  of 
capital  occupied  and  circulated  at  home,  the  num- 
ber and  species  of  hands  employed  and  supported , 
and  its  general  benefits  to  society,  or  as  a source  of 
wealth  and  security  to  the  nation,  is  important  and 
inferior  to  none  but  the  agricultural  interest. — At  a 
time  when  almost  all  the  states  of  Europe  are  en- 
gaged in  arrangements  for  the  protection  of  their 
manufactures,  by  the  prohibition  of  rival  fabrics: 
and  by  duties  prohibitory  in  their  operation;  and 
under  the  accumulated  difficulties  with  which  your 
memorialists  have  to  contend,  they  indulge  a hope 
that  they  will  not  be  thought  to  ask  too  much, 
when  they  earnestly  and  respectfully  pray,  that  the 
protecting  duties  of  the  tariff  as  now  in  operation, 
which  by  the  existing  law  are  limited  to  three  yearr. 
ifVom  the  -30th  dav  of  June,  1816,  be  made  perma- 
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nent;  and  that  such  further  legislative  provision 
may  be  made  for  the  collection  of  the  import,  as  in 
your  wisdom  shall  be  deemed  best  calculated  to 
prevent  frauds  on  the  revenue. 

Domestic  Manufactures. 

'The  fuUoii'i^'g  resolve,  adopted  by  the  Jefferson  coun- 
ty (N'  Y ) Aonicc  TUHAL  sociETir,  of  which  maj. 
ge;..  Jacob  Uuowv  is  president,  has  been  commn- 
nicnted  by  him  for  publication  in  the  Weekly  Re 

SISTER 

Whereas  it  becomes  all  men,  who  profess  to  be 
engaged  in  promoting  the  great  work  of  national 
ecoMomv,  to  be  living  examples  of  the  doctrines 
or  principles  tliey  teach — and  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  society,  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  our  coun 
try  tljat  her  manufactures  sV'Ould  be  sustained,  by 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  legislate  for  us,  by  sue!) 
wise  and  liberal  provision  as  will  effect  the  object 
— and  as  we  believe  v e can  best  testify  this  inte- 
rest by  recommending  to  the  members  of  this  so- 
ciety to  abstain  from  the  use  of  all  foreign  fabrics 
and  productions  to  the  extent  that  may  be  found 
practically  consistent  witli  the  respective  duties 
thev  are  called  upon  to  perform  in  life,  and  by 
Resolving,  that  each  and  every  member  of  this 
society  who  shall,  after  the  next  stated  meeting  of 
this  society,  be  in  the  habit  of  wearing  cloth  or 
conon  garments,  not  of  the  growth,  produce  and 
m mufiicture  of  the  United  States,  shall  pay  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  society  five  dollars  annually,  to  be 
distributed  in  premiums  for  the  encouragement  of 
Sigi’icuiture. 


F.xpenses  of  government. 

185,095 

U 

Miscellaneous, 

46,308 

23 

Militia  expenses, 

54.240 

61 

Pennsvlvania  claimants. 

21,837 

09 

Pensions,  (old  soldiers) 

18,696 

46 

Expenditures  consequent  to  the  late 

war 

with  Great  Britain, 

6.412 

35 

State  Capitol, 

3,026 

53 

962,564 

54 

To  which  add  tlie  balance  in  the  trea- 

1 

sury  1st  December,  1817. 

191.862 

55  1 

^1,154,427 

10 

[The  items  of  expenditures  are  also  given  in  I 
detail.  The  amount  for  “improvements”  is  for 
roads,  bridges,  water  courses — a long  list  of  im- 
portant matters,  for  many  of  which  only  certain  in- 
stalments arc  taken  in'o  the  acco'uu.The  cost  of  the 
legislative  'iepartnient  was  §^3,969  14;  of  the  ex- 
ecutive 11,911  63;  of  the  judiciary  52,747  10;  trea- 1 
sury  and  auditory,  9,473  62;  Und  office,  21,383  52;  i 
— and  a variety  of  contingent  and  miscelleaueous  | 
expenses.] 

Slate'* e Capital. 

Bank  stock.  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 
,*1,500,000;  Philadelphia  bank 
523,300;  Farmers  and  Meehan, 
ics  bank  85,400,  all  at  par  §3,108,700  00 

Turnpike  stock,  404,863  04 

Bridges  and  lock  navigation  285,000  OO 

§2,798,563  04 


Finances  of  Pennsylvania. 

Receipts  at  the  state  treasmij,  for  the  year  commenc- 
ing on  the  Is?  day  of  December,  1816,  and  ending 
•mth  the  30th  day  of  A'oyember,  1817. 

Monies  loaned  to  the  United  States,  re- 
turned with  i ’.terest  thei'eon,  333,670  97 

Dividend^,  See.  on  bank  and  other  stock,  200,571  00 


877,762  92 

To  which  add  the  balance  in  the  trea- 
sury, 1st  December,  1816,  276,664  18 


The  appropriations  made  for  roads 
and  bridges  in  the  session  of 
1816 —17,  amounted  to 
For  river*  and  creeks, 

Piers,  wharves,  colleges  and  aca- 
demies 


585,900  00 
131,400  00 


A larg( 


13,700  00 
§531,000  00 


state  in  relation  to  the  late  war. 

110,617  32 

others  theretofore  made,  do  not  appear  to  liave  beeit 

Auction  duties. 

78,826  13 

called  for  at  the  treasury. 

Lands  and  fees  on  lands,  &c. 

62,661  70 

Tax  o.t  banks, 

29,535  23 

Cxeorgia, 

Tavern  licenses,  Stc. 

25,692  38 

Miscellaneous, 

24,483  62 

Population. — Tlie  constitution  of  the  state  of 

Tax  on  certain  offices, 

8,716  67 

Georgia  provides  for  a census  of  its  inhabitants 

Court  fines, 

2,019  45 

every  seven  years — for  the  purpose  of  apportioning 

Fees  of  the  office  of  the  secretary 

of 

the  representatives  of  the  people.  This  is  a whole. 

the  commonwealth. 

968  45 

some  and  truiy  republican  provision,  which  we 

most  sincerely  wish  bad  been  adopted  in  the  con. 
stitutionsof  ary  land  and  Virginia.  By  the  census 
just  taken  In  Georgia  we  have  the  following  results 
White  persons  175,981 

Blacks  133,459 


§1,154,427  10 

[The  different  items  that  form  these  agg-egates 
are  par-icularly  stated  in  the  pamphlet  before  us, 
but  we  have  not  room  for  them,  and  perhaps  they 
are  not  of  sufficient  general  interest  to  require  iii- 
sertion.  Of  the  tax  upon  banks  the  lowest  con- 
tributi  >n  is  from  the  bank  of  Montgomery  county, 
^212  88 — the  highesi , the  Mechanics’  bank  of  tl.e 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  $2,578  14.] 
Payments  at  the  state  treasury,  for  the  year  commenc- 
ing on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1816,  and  ending 
with  the  30th  day  of  A'ovember,  1817. 
Improvements,  333,682  16 

Loans  per  act  of  lltU  March,  1815,  to 
pay  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
service  of  t,he  United  Slates,  315,265  97 


Total— 1817—  _ 309,440 

rise  population  in  1810  252,493 

Increase  in  7 years  57,007 

From  seven  counties,  liowever,  there  were  no 
returns,  and  the  numbers  put  down  for  them  was 
as  in  1810 — and  shews  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  3^ 
per  cent,  per  annum;  which  is  a progress  more  ra^ 
pid  than  we  had  anticipated,  by  one  half  per  cent. 

Finances.  By  the  treasurer’s  abstract,  subini’- 
tedtothe  legislature  of  Georgia,  the  receipts  ol 
last  year  (including  §378,970  from  the  United 
States  and  the  former  balance  in  the  ire.tsui-y' 
amount  to  §764, 13( 


334 
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And  that  the  dtsbupsements  (including 
^29,060  for  the  Penitentiary,  S19,f)00 
loaned  the  University,  ^8,000‘ for  internal 
amprovement,  and  g360,000  paid  for  bank 
stock)  were. 

Leaving  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  of — 

, !S298,855 

Uue  trom  the  general  government,  and 
suoject  to  the  order  of  the  state.  377,042 

The  whole  making  an  unappropriated-——— 

665, 897 


1 ms  sum  (says  the  Georgia  Journal!  judiciously 
applied,  would  go  very  far  towards  opening  our 
navigable  rivers,  improving  public  roads,  and  es- 
tablishing free  schools  throughout  the  state 


CONGRESS, 


Impbovemekts.  The  legislature  of  Georgia,  (says 
the  Savannah  Republican  of  the  24th  ult.)  adjourn- 
ed sine  die^  on  Saturday  morning  last,  after  a ses- 
sion of  nearly  two  months.  Among  the  number  of 
acts  passed  during  the  session,  which  are  any  way 
ynportant,  was  an  act  appropriating  large  sums 
tor  internal  navigation,  as  follows:  Por  the  Oco- 
nee rivei'j  15,000  dollars;  Ocmulgee,  18,000  dol 
lars;  Alatamaha,  5,000  dollars;  Ogechee,  3,000  dol- 
lars; Savannah  and  Tngalo,  20,000  dollars;  Broad 
River,  5,000  dollars;  Brin  Creek,  5,000  dollars.— 
An  act  to  amend  the  penal  code.  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Steam  Boat  company,  An  act  to  raise  a 
tax  for  the  political  year  1818?  a section  in  tliis 
act  imposes  on  the  notes  of  unchartered  banks  a 
tax  of  two  andL  a half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  in 
circulation;  and  subjects  the  branches  of  the  Unit- 
ed States*  bank  in  this  state  to  the  same  tax  paid 
by  the  banks  chartered  by  the  legislature,  viz.  thir- 
ty-one and  a quarter  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
krs  of  the  capital  stO‘*.k.  The  taxes  in  general  re- 
main as  heretofore,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  50  per 
centum  to  reimburse  the  direct  tax,  which  is  con- 
tinued. A permanent  fund  of  250,000  dollars  for 
internal  navigation;  and  the  like  sum  for  the  sup- 
port of  free  schools,  has  also  been  appropriated. 


TRIBUTE  TO  BEPARTED  WOBTH.-t-Mp.  MontgOme- 

j ry  (of  the  legislature)  ft*om  the  committee  on  the 
j state  of  the  republic,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
i communication  of  his  excellency  the  governor  re- 
lative to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  sword 
intended  to  have  been  presented  to  the  late  lieut. 
col.  Daniel  Appling,  of  the  United  States*  army, 
reported  on  the  13th  inst.  That  whereas  a former 
legislature,  i.ifliienced  by  the  distinguished  bravery 
and  gallant  conduct  of  lieutenant  colonel  Daniel 
Appling,  did  authorise  and  direct  the  executive 
depar  ment  to  procure  and  present  to  that  merito- 
rious officer  a sword  suitable  to  his  grade,  a grate 
ful  expression  of  the  public  approbation  of  his  na- 
tive siaie;  but  as  the  worthy  object  of  her  applause 
was  removed  by  death  before  this  laudable  design 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  and  inasmuch  as 
there  remains  no  male  heir  either  to  the  fortune 
or  honors  of  this  deserving  young  soldier,  into 
whose  hands  the  state  could  commit  this  sacred 
pledge  of  its  affection  and  respect:  It  is  resolved 
that  tlie  state  will  assume  to  itself  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  fame  and  military  reputation  of  her  di.s- 
tinguished  son  the  late  lieutenant  colonel  Daniel 
Applmg,  and  that  the  sword  intended  by  her  as  the 
•ust  reward  of  his  military  achievments,  be  depo- 
sited in  the  executive  chamber,  there  to  be  pre- 
served and  exhibited  as  a lasting  monument  of  his 
Ume,  nud  a grateful  proof  of  the  sensibility  with 
vhich  Georgia  cherishes  the  patriotic  services  of 
ler  citizens. 


SERATE. 

Jnn.  9.  Mr.  Fromentivy  of  Louisiana,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat. 

The  resolution  offered  on  a former  day,  by  Mr, 
Campbell,  respecting  the  nomination  of  certain  of- 
ficers to  the  senate,  was  taken  up,  modified  by  the 
mover  so  as  to  include  the  superintendant  of  indian 
trade,  and,  after  some  convev.saiion  between  Messrs. 
Campbell,  King,  Tait,  and  Morrow,  on  the  most 
proper  mode  of  attaining  the  object,  the  resolution 
was  passed  in  the  following  shape,  the  last  clause 
thereof  being  added  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
row: 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
quiring by  law  the  nomination  of  superintendant  of 
Indian  trade  and  of  agents  to  indian  tribes,  as  also 
of  agents  for  trading  house  establishments,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  senate  for  their  consent  and  appro- 
bation, in  like  manner  as  the  nomination  of  other  offi- 
cers now  are;  and  generally  to  enquire  whether  any 
and  what  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made  in 
the  laws  regulating  intercourse,  and  for  establishing 
trading  houses  with  the  indian  tribes. 

Jan.  12.  The  following  resolution,  offered  some 
days  since,  by  Mr.  Burrilly  was  taken  up  for  consi- 
deration: 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red tlie  petition  of  the  committee  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  society  of  friends  at  Baltimore,  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  African  slave  trade  as  more  effectually 
to  prevent  said  tyade  from  being  carried  on  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  under  foreign  flags;  and 
also  into  the  expediency  of  the  United  States  tak- 
ing measures  in  concert  with  other  nations  for  the 
entire  abolition  of  said  trade. 

After  debate,  tlie  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  agreed  to. 

I he  bill  from  the  house,  making  compensation, 
to  the  members  of  congress,  was  taken  up  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  and  an  amendment  made  in 
the  phraseology,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  senates 
when, 

Mr.  Wihony  after  observing,  that  he  should  enter 
into  no  discussion  of  a question  on  which  every 
member  had  unquestionably  made  up  his  mind,  but, 
in  order  to  take  the  sense  of  the  senate,  moved  to. 
strike  out  eight  and  insert  six  dollars,  as  the  daily 
pay,  and  also  as  tfie  allowance  for  every  twenty  miles 
travelled. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  without  debate,  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Dicker  Sony  then  moved  to  strike  out  eight 
and  insert  sixy  as  the  allowance  for  every  twenty 
miles  travelled,  and  made  a few  observations  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion.  Mr.  Daggett  briefly  replied. 

The  question  was  taken,  the  motion  lost, the  ver- 
bal amendment  made  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  to  he  read  a third  time;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Jan.  13.  The  president  presented  a memorial 
from  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  stating  certain  inconvenienc  es 
experienced  from  the  provision  in  the  charter  r e^ 
quiring  the  president  and  cashier  of  said  bank  to 
sign  all  the  notes  issued  by  the  several  branches  of 
said  bank,  and  praying  relief — which  was  read,  a nd 
referred  to  the  committee  of  finance. 

The  bill  providing  compensation  for  members  of 
[congress,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 
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Mr.  Wilson  sub^oittecl  the  followinc^  resolution; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  further  provisions  by  law  are  necessary  to  se- 
cure the  lieirs  of  soldiers  .‘  hoclie  l,  or  were  killed, 
in  the  service  of  their  country  during  the  late  war, 
the  bounty  in  land  to  which  they  are  equitably  en- 
titled. 

January  14. — But  little  business  was  done  in  the 
senate  to-day.  A bill  was  reported  to  divide  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  into  two  judicial  districts, 
and  one  or  two  reports  on  private  claims  were 
acted  on. 

HOUSE  OF  RKrilESENTATlVlS. 

Friday,  Jan.  9.  Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming  and  dis- 
cipling  the  militia;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  //itm‘so7i  offered  a joint  resolution,  proposing 
to  the  states  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  to  give  to  congress,  concurrently 
with  the  states,  the  power  to  provide  for  training 
the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed 
for  the  purpose,  &c.  and  to  provide  for  teaching  in 
the  primary  schools  and  other  seminaries  of  learning 
in  the  several  states,  the  system  of  tactics  prescrib- 
ed for  the  militia:  wliich  resolution  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

[In  oflering  his  resolution,  Mr.  Harrison  remark- 
ed, that  it  would  be  recollected,  he  presumed,  that 
a similar  proposition  had  been  laid  o«  the  table  by 
him  at  the  last  session.  In  doing  so  then,  it  was  not 
with  an  expectation  that  any  thing  would  be  done 
on  the  subject  at  that  time,  but  it  w'as  to  draw  the 
public  attention  to  the  subject,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  a decision  at  the  present  session.  The  bill 
which  had  been  reported  on  the  subject,  embraced 
all  the  provisions  withiu  the  power  of  congress  re 
specting  it  which  the  committee  had  thought  ne- 
cessary; but  as  the  constihition  had  expressly  re- 
served to  the  states  the  right  of  training  and  dis- 
ciplining  the  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
might  be  deemed  necessary;  and  he  wished  there, 
fore  that  it  might  be  committed  to  the  same  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  bill  had  been  referred,  that  tlie 
whole  subject  might  thus  be  presented  to  it  for  de- 
liberation, &c.  &c.] 

Mr.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  then  presented  to 
the  house  tlie  following  preamble  ard  resolutions; 

The  house  of  representatives,  entertaining  great 
doubts  of  its  possessing  the  competent  power  to  pu- 
nish John  Anderson  for  his  contempt  of  tire  house 
and  his  outrage  upon  one  of  its  members- 

Resolved,  That  all  further  proceeding  in  this 
house  against  said  John  Anderson  do  cease,  and 
that  he  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of  the  ser- 
geant at  arms. 

Resolved,  That  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States  be  directed  to  institute  such  proceedings 
against  the  said  John  Anderson  for  his  said  offence 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  tire  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  ofthe  district  of  Columbia. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  punishment  of  any  contempt 
of  the  senate  or  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  and  of  any  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  either  house. 

Mr.  Spencer  opened  a debate  on  the  subject, 
which  occupied  the  whole  day;  in  which,  besides 
the  mover,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Robertson 
fcsd  Erv-in,  supported  the  resolutions,  and  Messrs. 


Forsyth,  Tucker  and  Mercer  opposed  them,  all  a 
considerable  leiurth. 

The  debate  was  one  of  unusual  ability. 

'When  Mr.  Ervin  conclu.led,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hdmes,o^  Massachuset's,  the  house  a«ljou:-nel  at 
past  4 o’clock,  witliout  having  come  to  any  decision 
on  the  question  bef)re  them. 

[Tbe  debate  on  the  case  of  col  Anilerson  h.as  been 
interesting,  involving  some  constitutional  point.s  of 
mncli  importance.  We  shall  carefully  preserve  the 
fiketclres  ofthe  speeches  of  the  members  with  the 
prospect  of  giving  some  of  them  at  a future  period, 
as  it  is  impossible  that  we  should  aftord  room  for 
them  now.] 

Saturdny,  Jan.  10. — The  speaker  laid  liefore  the 
Iionse  a letter  directed  to  the  congress  of  the  t/nit- 
ed  States  from  a certain  Carl.  Theo  lore  Moir-,  re- 
siding i'j  Wallendorf,  in  Germany,  oflering  to  come 
to  America  upon  certain  conditions,  and  to  estab- 
lish a manufactory  of  porcelain,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  rnotion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  were  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  a drawback  upon  refined 
sugar  exported  from  the  United  States. 

AMEI.IA  ISLAND. 

Mr.  Jlfiddleton,  from  the  committee  on  so  mneh 
of  the  message  of  the  president  of  t!ie  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  illicit  introduction  ofslavei* 
from  Amelia  into  the  United  States,  made  the  fol 
lowing  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  the  illicit 
introduction  of  slaves  from  Amelia  Island,  having 
carefully  taken  the  matter  committed  to  them  into 
consideration,  respectfully  report: 

That  having  applied  to  the  department  of  state 
for  information  respecting  the  illicit  introduction  of 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  they  were  referred  by 
the  secretary  of  state  to  the  documents  transmitted 
to  tills  house  by  the  president’s  message  of  the 
15th  December  last,  consisting  of  various  extracts 
of  papers  on  the  files  of  the  departments  of  state, 
of  tire  treasury,  and  of  the  navy,  relative  to  the 
proceedings  of  certain  persons  who  took  posses- 
sioii  of  Amelia  Island  in  the  summer  of  the  past 
year,  an.l  also  relative  to  a similar  establishment 
previously  made  at  Galveztcm  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Trinity. 

Upon  a full  investigation  of  these  papers  with  a 
view  to  the  subject  committed  to  them,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  but  too  notorious,  that 
numerous  infractions  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  slax'es  into  the  United  States  h ive  been 
perpetrated  with  impunity  upon  our  soutliern  frou 
tier;  and  they  are  further  of  opinion,  that  similar 
infractions  would  have  been  repeated  with  increas- 
ing activity,  without  the  timely  interposition  of  the 
naval  force  under  direction  of  the  executive  of  our 
government.  In  the  course  of  the  investigation, 
your  committee  have  found  it  difficult  to  keep  sepa- 
rate the  special  matter  given  into  their  charge, 
from  topics  of  a more  general  nature,  which  are  ne. 
cessarily  interwoven  therewith:  they  therefore  crave 
the  indulgence  of  the  house,  while  they  present 
some  general  views,  connected  vvith  the  subject, 
wliich  have  developed  themselves  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  their  enquiry. 

It  would  appear  from  what  had  been  collected 
from  tliese  papers,  that  numerous  violations  of  our 
laws  have  been  latterly  committed  by  a combina- 
tion of  freebooters  and  smugglers  of  various  nations, 
who  located  themselves  in  the  first  instance  upon 
an  uninhabited  spot  ttear  the  mouth  of  the  river 
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Triait}  wlUiin  • j u I'i  s diet  ion  al  limits  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  as  clajmed  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion of  Louisiana  by  France.  This  association  of 
persons  org’anized  a system  of  plunder  upon  the 
hign  seas,  directed  chiefly  against  Spanish  proper- 
ty; which  consisted  frequently  of  slaves  from  the 
coast  of  Africa;  but  their  conduct  appears  not  al- 
ways to  have  been  regulated  by  a strict  regard  to 
the  national  character  of  vessels  falling  into  their 
hands,  when  specie  or  other  very  valuable  articles 
funned  any  part  of  the  cargo.  Their  vessels  gene- 
rally sailed  under  a pretended  Mexican  flag,  al- 
tiiougli  it  does  not  appear  that  the  establishment  of 
Galvezton  was  sanctioned  by  or  connected  with  any 
government.  The  presumption,  too,  of  any  autho- 
rity ever  having  been  given  for  such  an  establish- 
ment, is  strongly  repelled  as  well  by  its  piratical 
character,  as  by  its  itinerant  nature;  for  the  first 
position,  at  Galvezton,  was  abandoned  on  or  about 
the  5th  of  April  last,  for  one  near  Matagorda,  upon 
the  Spanish  territory;  and  at  a later  period  this  last 
v/as  abandoned  and  a transfer  made  to  Amelia  Is- 
land, i)i  East  Florida;  a post  which  had  been  pre- 
viously seized  by  persons,  who  appear  to  have  been 
equally  unautliorized,  and  who  were  at  the  time  of 
the  said  transfer,  upon  the  point,  it  is  believed,  of 
ab  mdonin^;  their  enterprize,  from  the  failure  of  re- 
sourt^es,  which  they  expected  to  have  drawn  from 
witliin  our  limits,  in  defiance  of  our  laws.  There 
exists,  on  the  part  of  these  sea  rovers,  an  organiz 
ed  system  of  daring  enterprize,  supported  by  force 
of  irrns;  and  it  is  only  by  a correspondent  system 
of  coercion  that  they  can  be  met  and  constrained 
to  re.spect  the  rights  of  property  and  the  laws  of 
nations.  It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  practices 
of  such  a character,  within  our  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, and  even  within  our  jurisdictional  limits, 
should  have  prevailed  unchecked  for  so  long  a time; 
more  especially,  as  one  of  their  immediate  conse- 
quences was  to  give  occasion  to  the  illicit  intro- 
duction of  slaves  from  the  coast  of  Africa  into  these 
United  States,  and  thus  to  revive  a traffic  repug- 
nant to  humanity  and  to  all  sound  principles  of  po- 
licy, as  well  as  severely  punishable  by  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

Bv  the  7th  section  of  the  act  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  passed  in  1807,  the  president 
is  fully  authorized  to  employ  the  naval  force  to 
cruise  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States, 
or  territories  thereof,  where  he  may  judge  attempts 
will  be  made  o violate  the  provisions  of  that  act, 
in  order  to  seize  and  bring  in  for  condemnation  all 
vessels  contravening  its  provisions,  to  be  proceed- 
ed against  according  to  law. 

By  the  joint  resolution  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  of  15th  January,  1811,  and  the 
act  or  the  same  date,  the  president  is  fully  empow- 
ered to  occupy  any  part  or  ‘he  whole  of  the  territo- 
ry lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
state  of  Gr  orgia,  in  the,  event  of  an  attempt  to  occu- 
py the  said  territory,  qr  any  par-,  tliereof,  by  any  fo- 
reign government  or  power;  and,  by  the  same  reso- 
lution and  act,  he  may  employ  any  part  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  which  he  may  deem 
necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  and 
occupying  the  territory  aforesaid,  and  in  order  to 
maintain  ^herein  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Among  the  avqwed  projects  of  the  persons  who 
have  occupied  Amelia  Island,  was  that  of  making 
ihe  conquest  of  East  and  West  Florida,  professed 
ly  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  there  an  indepen- 
dci:  government;  and  the  vacant  lands  in  those 
pi  .Vinces  have  been,  from  the  origin  of  this  under- 
tiiiiing  down  tq  the  latest  period,  held  out  as  lures 


to  the  cupidity  of  adventurers,  and  as  resources  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  expedition.  The 
greater  part  of  West  Florida,  being  in  the  actual 
possession  of  the  United  States,  llii.s  project  involv- 
ed in  it  designs  of  direct  hostility  against  them; 
and  as  the  express  object  of  the  resolution  and  act 
of  I5lh  January,  1811,  was  to  authorize  the  presi- 
dent to  prevent  the  province  of  East  Florida  from 
passing  into  the  hands  of  any  foreign  power,  it  be- 
came the  obvious  duty  of  the  president  to  exercise 
the  authority  vested  in  him  by  that  law.  It  does 
not  appear  that  among  these  itinerant  establishers 
of  republics,  and  distributors  of  Florida  lands, 
there  it;  a single  individual  inhabitant  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  republic  was  to  be  constituted,  and 
whose  lands  were  to  be  thus  bestowed;  the  project 
was  therefore  an  attempt  to  occupy  that  terrilory 
by  a foreign  power.  Where  the  profession  is  in 
such  direct  opposition  to  the  fact;  where  the  vene- 
rable forms,  by  which  a free  people  constitute  a 
frame  of  government  for  themselves,  are  prostitu- 
ted by  a horde  of  foreign  freebooters,  for  purposes 
of  plunder;  if,  under  color  of  autlioriiy  from  any 
of  the  provinces  contending  for  their  independence, 
the  Floridas,  or  either  of  them,  had  been  permit- 
ted to  pass  into  the  hands  of  such  a power,  the 
committee  are  persuaded  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
point  out  to  the  discernment  of  the  house  the  per- 
nicious influence  which  such  a destiny  of  the  ter- 
ritories in  question  must  have  had  upon  the  securi- 
ty, tranquility,  and  commerce  of  this  union. 

It  is  a matter  of  public  notoriety,  that  two  of  the 
persons  who  have  successively  held  the  command 
at  Amelia  Island,  whether  autliorized  themselves 
by  any  government  or  not,  have  issued  commissions 
for  privateers,  as  in  the  name  of  the  Venezuelian 
and  Mexican  governments,  to  vessels  fitted  out  m 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  chiefly  manned 
and  officered  by  our  own  countrymen,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  capturing  the  property  of  nations  with 
which  the  United  States  are  at  peace.  One  of  the 
objects  of  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island,  it  ap- 
pears, was  to  possess  a convenient  resort  for  pri- 
vateers of  this  description,  equally  reprobated  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  which  recognize  them  only 
under  the  denomination  of  pirates,  and  by  several 
of  the  treaties  of  the  United  States  with  different 
European  powers,  which  expressly  denominate  them 
as  such.*  It  was  against  the  subjects  of  Spain,  one 
of  the  powers  with  which  the  United  States  have 
entered  into  stipulations  prohibiting  their  citizens 
from  taking  any  commission  from  any  power  with 
which  she  may  be  at  war  for  arming  any  ships  to 
act  as  privateer-s,  that  these  vessels  have  been  com- 
missioned to  cruise;  though,  as  the  committee  have 
observed,  no  flag,  not  even  that  of  our  own  coun- 
try, has  proved  a protection  from  them.  The  im- 
mediate tendency  of  suffering  such  armaments,  in 
defiance  of  our  laws,  would  have  been  to  embr®il 
the  United  States  with  all  the  nations  whose  com- 
merce with  our  country  was  suffering  under  these 
depredations;  and,  if  not  checked  by  all  the  means 
in  the  power  of  the  government,  would  have  au- 
thorized claims  from  the  subjects  of  foreign  go- 
vernments for  indemnities,  at  the  expense  of  this 
nation,  for  captures  by  our  people,  in  vessels  fitted 

* Seethe  treaty  of  peace  with  France,  1778,  art. 
21st.  U.  S.  Laws,  yol.  1,  p.  88;  with  the  Nether- 
lands, 1782,  art.  19,  V.  1,  p.  162:  with  Sweden,  178.3, 
art.  23,  vol.  1,  p.  190;  with  Great  Britain,  1794,  art. 
21,  V.  1,  p.  218;  with  Pru.ssia,  1785,  art.  20,  v.  l,p. 
238,  and  1797,  art.  20,  p.  256;  with  Spain,  1795, 
art.  14,  V.  1,  n 270. 
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out  in  our  ports,  and,  as  could  not  fail  of  beinjr  al-  f stances  whatever, of  .an  opportunity  to  explain  to  the 
leged,  countenanced  by  the  v^ry  neglect  of  the  | honorable  house  of  representatives  tjie  motives 
necessary  means  for  sunpressing  them.  1 he  pos 


which  have  actuated  my  recent  conduct,  1 beg 
leave  to  announce  my  wish  to  wave,  with  that  ob- 
ject, any  constitutional  or  other  question  which  may 
have  arisen. 

T enclose  a letter  which  I had  the  honor  this 
•norning  to  prepare  for  the  consideration  of  the 


session  of  Amelia  Island  as  a port  ot  refuge  for 
such  privateers,  and  of  illicit  trafUc  in  the  United 
S ates  of  their  prizes,  which  were  freqtiently,  as 
before  stated,  slave  sliips  from  Africa,  was  a pow- 
erful encouragement  and  temptation  to  multiply 
these  violations  of  our  laws,  and  made  it  the  duty  1 house. 

of  the  government  to  use  all  the  means  in  its  power  j I am,  sir,  with  profound  respect, 
to  re.sto’e  the  secuvlty  of  our  own  commerce,  and  of 
that  of  friendly  nations  upon  our  coasts,  which 
could  in  no  other  w.ay  more  effectually  be  done  than 
by  talcing  frmi  this  'piratical  and  smuggling  com- 
bination their  place  of  refuge. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  give  full  effect  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  legislature,  .and  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  above  recited  resolution  and  acts, 
it  becanoe  necessary  (as  it  appears  to  your  commit 
tee)  to  surpress  all  establisliments  of  the  hostile  na- 
ture of  those  above  described,  made  in  our  vicinity 


JOHN  ANDERSOy. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay^ 

speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

IVushinyton,  Jan  9,  1818. 
Sin — Considering  the  honorable  body  before 
whose  bar  I am  shortly  to  appear,  as  the  guardian 
of  those  rights  which,  as  a citizen  I possess,  and 
relying  upon  the  generous  feelings  of  its  members, 
I have  been  induced  to  forego  the  privilege  extend- 
ed to  me  of  employing  counsel,  lest  it  might  be 
supposed  that  I was  inclined  to  slielter  myself  by 


mits. 

and  strengthen,  would  probably  have  rendered  nu 
ga‘ory  all  provisions  made  by  law  for  the  exclusion 
of  prohibited  persons.  The  course  pursued  on 
this  occasion,  will  strongly  mark  the  feelings  and 
intentions  of  our  government  upon  the  great  ques- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  which  is  so  justly  consider- 
ed by  most  civilized  nations  as  repugnant  to  jus- 
tice and  humanity,  and  wliich,  in  our  particular 
case,  is  not  less  so  to  all  the  dictates  of  a sound 
policy. 

Your  committee  anticipate  beneficial  results  from 
the  adoption  of  these  measures  by  the  executive. 


tlie  objects  ofwliich  appear  to  have  been  the  occu-  leg.al  exceptions.  As  tlie  novelty  of  my  situation 
pation  ofthe  Floridas,  tlie  spoliation  of  peaceful  may,  however,  tend  to  surround  me  with  embarrass- 
coinmerce  upon  and  near  o^ir  coasts  by  piratical  jment,  it  is  my  wish,  should  the  rule  of  proceeding 
privateers,  the  clandestine  importation  of  goods, ! adopted  by  the  house  not  oppose  the  course,  that 
and  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  within  our  li  such  questions  as  I have  reduced  to  writing,  be  pro- 
Sueb  establishments,  if  suffered  to  subsist  pounded  to  the  respective  witnesses  by  the  clerk, 

and  that  he  should  read  the  explanation  and  apology 
which  I have  to  make. 

JOHN  ANDERSON. 

To  the  hon.  Henry  Clay,  speaker  of  the 

house  of  represe?itatives  of  the  United  States. 

The  letter  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  that  the  resolutions  under 
consideration  be  laid  on  the  table,  that  the  house 
might  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  accused 
person. 

A brief  debate  took  place  on  this  motion  (which 
will  be  given  in  its  place)  in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth, 
er.  ■ 


in  the  promotion  of  the  security  of  our  southern  1 Pitkin,  Spencer,  Harrison,  Hopkinson,  Poindexter 
frontier  and  its  neighboring  seas;  and  in  the  dimi-^  Desha,  Rich,  Beecher,  .and  Pindall  participated, 
nuvionof  the  evasions,  latterly  so  frequent,  of  our  ; The  motion  was  finally  disagreed  to,  ayes  about 
revenue  and  prohibitory  laws.  The  experience  of  30;  and 

ten  years  has  however  evinced  the  necessity  of  some  j The  debate  was  then  resumed  on  the  resolutions 
new  regulations  being  adopted  in  order  effectually  i offered  by  Mr.  Spencer,  and  continued  by  Messrs, 
to  put  a stop  to  the  further  introduciion  of  slaves  i Poindexter,  Holmes  of  Mass.  Storrs,  and  Pindall, 
into  the  United  States.  In  the  act  of  congress  pro-  j until  after  4 o*  clock;  when 


hibiting  this  importation,  the  policy  of  giving  the 
whole  forfeiture  of  vessel  and  goods  to  the  United 
States,  and  no  part  thereof  to  the  informer,  may 
justly  be  doubted.  This  is  an  oversight  which 


The  house  adjourned 
Monday,  Jan  12.  After  other  business  of  no  pre- 
sent interest,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  rcoolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Spencer, 


should  be  remedied.  The  act  does  indeed  give  a touching  the  case  of  col.  John  Anderson. 


part  of  the  personal  penalties  to  the  informer,  but 
these  penalties  are  generally  only  nominal.  As  the 
persons  engaged  in  such  traffic  are  usually  poor, 
the  omission  of  the  states  to  pass  acts  to  meet  the 
the  act  of  congress  and  to  establish  regulations  in 
aid  of  the  same,  can  only  be  remedied  by  congress 


The  debate  on  this  subject  was  resumed  by  Mr. 
Quarles,  and  continued  during  tlie  remainder  of 
the  sitting  by  Messrs.  M’Lane,  Alexander,  Smyth, 
Lowndes,  Livermore,  Settle,  Rhea,  and  Barbour. 

When  the  lioiise  adjourned,  a motion  was  pend- 
ing, made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  (for  the  purpose  he  said,  of 


legislating  directly  on  the  subject  themselves,  as  it  putting  an  end  to  a debate  on  a negative  proposi- 
is  clearly  within  the  scope  of  their  constitutional  tion)  to  strike  out  of  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
powers  to  do.  j tions,  the  words,  “entertaining  great  doubts  of  its,” 

For  these  purposes  your  committee  beg  leave  re-1  so  as  to  make  the  preamble  read,  “this  house  pos- 
spectfttlly  Iierewith  to  report  a bill.  sessiiig  tlie  competent  power  to  punish  John  Aiider- 

Mr.  Middleton  also  reported  a bill  in  addition  to 'son,”  &c. 


the  former  acts  prohibiting  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  the  United  Slates;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  report  was  not  read,  but  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 


The  liouse  adjourned  a little  after  4 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  13. — Amongst  the  petitions  this 
day  presented,  was  one  by  Mr.  Havrison,  from  col. 
Needham,  and  sundry  other  British  officers,  lately 
arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Fliiladclphia,  on  a 
charge  of  violating  the  nentraliiy  of  the  United 


letter  and  enclosure,  yesterday  received  by  him  from  I States  between  Sjiain  and  lier  colonies,  but  subse 


John  Anderson: 

January  9,  1818, 

Sift — Unwilling  to  be  deprived,  by  any  circum- 


quently  discharged  from  arrest  and  confinement, 
praying  for  the  expense,  trouble  and  inconvenience 
which  they  have  sufi’ered,  such  relief  as  congress 
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shall  deem  just  and  reasonable.  The  petition  was  I 
referred  to  a special  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  from  the  committee  on  mili 
tary  affairs,  reported  a bill  providing  for  half  pay 
pensions,  invalid  pensioners,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  twice  read  by  its  title  and  com- 
mitted. 

[The  provisions  of  this  bill  are  substantially  the 
(bl  lowing: 

The  first  section  gives  to  the  secretary  of  war 
the  power  of  placing  upon  the  pension  list  all  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war,  who  are 
entitled  to  such  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  making 
provision  on  this  subject,  in  the  year  1816.  Rules 
and  regulations  in  force,  or  hereafter  te  be  made, 
and  put  in  force,  as  to  the  admission  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  and  the  regular  soldiers, 
ftn  the  pension  roll  of  the  United  States,  are  made 
applicable  to  the  invalids  of  the  revolution,  and  of 
the  Indian  wars,  placing  all  entitled  to  pensions  on 
an  equality. 

Second  section  extends  the  half  pay  pensions  of 
five  years  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  and  others,  now  entitled 
by  law,  fora  further  term  of  five  additional  years, 
which  will  make  the  pension  if  adopted,  equal  to 
half  pay  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  of  ten 
years. 

Section  third  provides  half  pay  pensions,  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  for  the  widows  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  regular  army,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or 
who  died  in  the  service,  during  the  late  war. 

Section  fourth  extends  half  pay  pensions  to  all 
such  widows  as  lost  their  husbands  after  their  re- 
turn home  from  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  provided  they  died  within  six  months  after 
such  return,  and  of  diseases  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice. 

By  the  fifth  section,  indigent  mothers,  who  have 
lost  an  only  son  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  provided  such  son  died  without  wife  or 
children,  are  to  be  provided  for. 

Section  sixth  provides  that  every  widow,  whose 
husband  was  killed  in  battle,  or  died  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  shall 
receive  a half  pay  pension  for  five  years.] 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  state,  transmitting  a list  of  names 
of  such  persons  as  have  obtained  patents  during 
uhe  last  year;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hopkinson  moved  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a bill  of  fees  for 
the  officers  of  the  United  States,  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Hopkinson,  observed,  in  offering  this  resolu- 
tion, that  it  was  well  known  there  was  no  uniform 
rule  on  this  subject  in  the  different  courts  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  not,  however,  to  establish 
uniformity  only,  but  something  like  justice  also, 
that  he  offered  this  motion:  for,  if  his  information 
was  correct,  there  were  in  some  of  the  states  im- 
positions practised  which  were  a disgrace  to  the 
United  States.  In  one  which  he  would  mention,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  a degree  of  outrageous  im- 
positions existed  which  would  shock  every  mem 
ber  who  heard  him.  In  that  state,  Mr.  II.  said,  if 
he  was  truly  informed,  there  had  been  one  thousand 
prosecutions  upon  (the  reporter  understood  him) 
license  bonds;  upon  each  of  these  cases,  untried, 
the  fees  of  the  district  attorney  were  sixty  dollars, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  60,000  dollars  ia  the  whole. 


These  were  the  fees  of  the  district  attorney  alone*' 
but,  including  those  of  the  marshal  and  clerk,  each 
case  Was  burthened  with  about  140  dollars  cost.s. 
If  such  practices  are  legal,  said  IMr.  H.  they  ouglit 
to  be  no  longer  so — if  tiiey  are  illegal,  they  ought 
to  be  suppressed. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  mem.  con. 

Amelia  Island. 

The  following  message  was  transmitted,  by  tlie 
president  of  the  United  States,  to  both  Houses  of 
congress: — 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 

United  States. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  congress  that 
the  establishment  at  Amelia  Island  has  been  sup- 
pressed, and  without  the  effusion  of  blood.  The 
papers  which  explain  this  transaction,  I now  lay 
before  congress. 

By  the  suppression  of  this  establishment,  and  of 
that  at  Galvezton  which  will  soon  follow,  if  it  has 
not  already  ceased  to  exist,  there  is  good  cause  to 
believe  that  the  consummation  of  a project  fraught 
with  much  injury  to  the  United  States,  has  been 
prevented.  When  we  consider  the  persons  engag- 
ed in  it,  being  adventurers  from  different  coun- 
tries, with  very  few,  if  any  of  the  native  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Spanish  colonies — the  territory  on 
which  the  establishments  were  made — one,  on  a 
portion  of  that  claimed  by'the  United  States,  west- 
ward of  the  Mississippi,  the  other,  cn  a part  of 
East  Florida,  a province  in  negotiation  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain — the  claim  of  their 
leader,  as  announced  by  his  proclamation,  in  taking 
possession  of  Amelia  Island,  comprizing  the  whole 
of  both  the  Floridas,  without  excepting  that  part  of 
West  Florida  which  is  incorporated  into  the  state 
of  Louisiana — their  conduct  while  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Island,  making  it  instrumental  to  every 
species  of  contraband,  and  in  regard  to  slaves  of 
Ifie  most  odious  and  dangerous  character — it  may 
fairly  be  concluded,  that  if  the  enterprize  had  suc- 
ceeded on  the  scale  on  which  it  was  formed,  much 
annoyance  and  injury  would  have  resulted  from  it 
to  the  United  States. 

Other  circumstances  were  thought  to  be  no  less 
deserving  of  attention.  The  institution  of  a go- 
vernment by  foreign  adventurers  in  the  Island,  dis- 
tinct from  the  colonial  governments  of  Buenos  Ay- 
res, Venezuela,  or  Mexico,  pretending  to  sovereign- 
ty, and  exercising  its  highest  offices,  particularly 
in  granting  commissions  to  privateers,  were  acts 
which  could  not  fail  to  draw  after  them  the  most 
serious  consequences.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  exe- 
cutive, either  to  extend  to  this  establishment  all 
the  advantages  of  that  neutrality,  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  proclaimed,  and  have  observed,  in 
favor  of  the  colonies  of  Spain,  who,  by  the  strength 
of  their  own  population  and  resources,  had  declar- 
ed their  independence,  and  were  affording  strong 
proof  of  their  ability  to  maintain  it,  or  to  make  the 
discrimination  which  circumstances  required.  Had 
the  first  course  been  pursued,  we  should  not  only 
have  sanctioned  all  the  unlawful  claims  and  practices 
of  this  pretended  government,  in  regard  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  but  have  countenanced  a system  of  priva- 
leering  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  elsewhere,  the 
ill  effects  of  wliich  might,  and  probably  would, 
have  been  deeply  and  very  extensively  felt.  The 
path  of  duty  was  plain  from  the  commencement; 
but  it  was  painful  to  enter  up^n  it  while  the  obliga- 
tion could  be  resisted.  The  law  of  1811,  lately 
published,  and  which  it  is,  therefore,  proper  now 
to  mention,  was  considered  applicable  to  the  case 
from  the  moment  that  the  prodamation  ofthe  c’alef 


NILES’  REGISTER-.JANUARY  17,  I6l8— CONGUE.^S. 


3o9 


of  the  enterprise  was  seen,  and  its  oblig-ation  wa^jnext  week.  It  is  the  reply  of  Com.  Aiiry  to  the 
dail.  increased  by  other  considerations  of  high  im- 1 summons  of  Conn.  Henley  and  Maj.  Bankhead  fur 


por'ance,  already  njentione^l,  which  were  deem- 
ed sufficiently  strong  in  themselves  to  dictate  the 
course  whici'.  1 as  been  pursued. 

E irly  intimations  having  been  received  of  the  dan- 
gerous purposes  of  tliese  a'^venuirers,  timely  pre- 
cau*' 
nenr 


the  delivery  of  Ameli.n. 

Head  quarters,  Fernaudina,  Dec.  ^~2d,  1817. 
Gentlemen^  I have  received  your  official  letter  of 
thi.s  day,  by’  which,  in  the  name  of  the  government 
I of  the  U.  States,  you  summon  us  to  evacuate  this 


ions  were  taken,  by  the  establishment  of  a force  place  with  the  troops  under  my  command  undei 
the  St.  Mary’s,  to  prevent  their  effect,  or  it  j certain  conditions  specified  in  said  letter, 
is  probable  that  it  would  have  been  more  sensibly  I Neither  this  republic,  that  of  .Mexico,  nor  any 
_ other  of  South  America,  being  at  war  with  the  U. 


To  such  establishment,  made  so  near  to  our  set- 
tlements, in  the  expectation  of  deriving  aid  from 
tlieni,  it  is  particulii-ly  graiiAdng  to  find,  that  very 
little  encouragement  ^^as  given.  Tiie  example  so 
conspicuously  displayed  by  our  fellow  citizens, 


States,  obliges  me  to  state  to  yon,  that  the  contents 
ofyour  letter  greatly  surprised  this  governmen*  and 
the  people  of  this  state.  You  have  nevertheless, 
intimated  that  in  case  of  our  acquiesence  in  yom- 
demand,  we  shall  be  permitted  to  evacuate  this  is- 


that  their  sympathies  cannot  be  perverted  to  im-  land,  which  neither  is  nor  ever  has  been  a part  ot 
proper  purpose.s;  but  that  a love  of  country,  the  in-  tlie  U.  States. 


fluence  of  moral  principles,  and  a respect  for  the  Allow  me  to  observe  to 


you,  gentlemen,  that 


laws,  are  predominant  with  them,  is  a sure  pledge. [from  the  moment  we  took'  Fernandina  bv  the 
that  all  the  very  flattering  anticipations,  which  have  I force  of  our  arms,  we  entered  into  the  full  pos- 
been  formed  ot  the  success  of  our  institutions  will  | session  of  all  the  rights  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and 
be  realized.  This  example  has  proved,  that  if  our  i fortunes. 


relations  with  foreign  powers  are  to  be  changed,  it 
must  be  done  by  tiie  constituted  autliorities,  who, 
alone,  acting  o i a high  responsibility,  are  compe* 
tern  to  the  purpose,  and  until  such  change  is  thus 
made,  that  our  fellow-citizens  will  respect  the  ex- 1 
isting  relations,  by  a faithful  adherence  to  the  laws 
which  secure  them. 


The  boundaries  between  the  Florldas  and  the 
U.  Slates  having  been  fairly  settled  on  the  27th 
October,  1795,  we  are  at  a loss  how  to  ascertain 
your  authority  to  interfere  in  our  internal  concerns. 

Our  surprise  increases  when  we  reflect  that  your 
communication  cemes  as  authorized  by  the  govern- 
. meat  of  a people  who,  in  this  respect,  glory  in  tlie 

Believing  that  this  enterprise,  though  undertaken  right  of  nations,  whether  great  or  small,  and  who. 


by  persons,  some  of  whom  may  have  held  commis-  no  doubt,  sympathize  with  their  southern  brethren 
sions  from  some  of  the  colonies,  was  unauthorised  | in  the  struggle  for  liberty  and  independence,  in 

which  they  are  engaged,  as  were  the  United  States, 


by,  and  unknown  to  the  colonial  governments,  full 
confidence  is  entertained  that  it  will  be  disclaimed 
by  them,  and  that  effectual  me.asures  will  be  taken, 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  their  authority,  in  all  cases, 
to  the  injury  of  the  United  States. 

For  these  injuries,  especially  those  proceeding 
from  Amelia  Island,  Spain  would  be  responsible,  if 
it  was  not  manifest,  that  although  committed  in 
the  latter  instance,  through  her  territory,  she  w'as 
utterly  unable  to  prevent  them.  Her  territory  how- 
ever ought  not  to  be  made  instrumental,  through 
her  inability  to  defend  it,  to  purposes  so  injurious 
to  the  United  States.  To  a country,  over  which 


forty  years  ago. 

On  the  other  hand,  you  promise  to  hold  sacred 
such  of  our  property  as  unquestionably  belongs  to 
our  citizens.  Who  is  to  he  the  judge  in  that  case.^ 
The  United  S’;ates.?  They  can  by  no  means  claim 
any  kind  of  jurisdiction,  from  the  source  of  the 
river  St.  JMary’s  down  the  ocean,  on  this  side  the 
channel.  We  entertain  too  much  veneration  to  be- 
lieve for  a single  moment,  that  you  (supposed  al- 
ready in  possession  of  this  island,  which  has  never 
been  ceded  by  the  king  of  Spain,  or  by'  its  inhabi- 
tants, to  the  United  States,)  can  bring  with  you  a 


she  fails  to  maintain  her  authority,  and  which  she  | competent  tribunal  to  decide  upon  this  quekion. 
permits  to  be  converted  to  the  annoyance  of  her  ’ ’ ’ ’ • . . i-.  . 

neighbors,  her  jurisdiction  for  the  time  necessarily 
ceases  to  exist.  The  territory  of  Spain  will  never- 
theless  be  respected,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done,  con- 
sistently with  the  essential  interests  and  safety  of 
the  United  States.  In  expelling  these  adventurers 
from  these  posts,  it  was  not  intended  to  make  any 
conquest  from  Spain,  or  to  injure  in  any  degree 
the  cause  of  the  colonies.  Care  will  be  taken  that 
no  part  of  the  territory  contemplated  by  the  law  of 
1811,  shall  be  occupied  by  a foreign  government  of 
any  kind,  or  that  injuries  of  the  nature  of  those 
co’rplained  shall  be  repeated;  but  this  it  is  expect- 
ed will  be  provided  for,  with  every  other  interest, 
in  a spirit  of  amity,  in  the  negociation  now  depend- 
ing with  the  government  of  Spain. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

[The  documents  consist  of  letters  from  Capt. 


The  only'  law  you  can  adduce  in  your  behalf  is  that 
offeree,  which  always  is  repugnant  to  a republican 
government  and  to  the  principles  of  a just  and  im- 
partial nation.  The  same  observation  may  be  ap- 
plied to  your  Interference  for  tiie  property  of  the 
inhabitants,  which  we  have  always  respected. 

You  order  us,  also, as  if  we  were  subjects  ofyour 
governinent  to  leave  behind,  when  Fernandina  is 
evacuated,  all  the  public  property  that  was  found 
at  its  surrender.  'I'his  demand  is  directly’  contra- 
ry to  the  public  right,  by  which  public  propertV’ 
captured  from  the  enemy  is  avowedly  that  of  the 
captors,  when  not  otherwise  stipulated.  Are  v’ou 
acting  in  the  name  of  the  king  of  Spain  or  of  his'  al- 
lies.?  As  we  consider  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  be  unquestionably  the  only  free  people  on 
the  surface  of  the  globe,  we  cannot  .admit  that  vou 
have  already  arrived  to  such  a point  of  degrada- 


tlie  tion.-Othei'wise,  your  clemuml  is  sdraissable'and 
occupation  of  Amelia,  and  the  manner  of  it;  letters  - .. 

from  the  department  of  W.ar  to  Maj.  Bankhead,  and 
from  the  navy  depia-tment  to  Capt*.  Elton  and  Capt. 

Henley,  &c.  They  occupy  a considerable  space, 
and,  received  late  in  the  week,  are  not  deemed  suf- 
ficiently  important  to  derange  the  whole  matter 
of  this  sheet  by  inserting  them.  The  following  is 
lh.e  most  interesting;  the  rest  shall  be  inserted 


unjustifiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  if  we 
must  submit  to  it,  all  the  blame  rests  upon  vou. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  gentlemen,  to  request  vou 
to  lay  before  the  pres i'J cut  of  the  United  Si.nte.s 
these  remariiij,  in  order  that  a matter  of  so  serious 
tendency  may  be  duly  considered.  We  have  read 
his  excellency’s  message  at  the  opening  ofeongress 
with  the  utmost  concern,  and  have  coiicluded'tlut 
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the  nolitical  situation  of  this  republic  h^s  been 
greatly  misrepresented  in  the  United  States  through 
the  intrigues  of  our  enemies.  We  have  a right  to 
be  heard]  for  which  purpose,  I shall  have  the  honor 
of  forwarding  to  your  government  the  necessary 
documents.  If  you  are  not  disposed  to  let  the  thing 
remain  in  statu  quo,  until  tlie  president’s  farther 
determination  be  known,  I am  authorised  to  assure 
you  that  we  respect  and  esteem  too  highly  the  peo- 
ple of  tiie  U.  States  to  carry  matters  to  extre- 
mities. I have  the  honor  to  remain  with  the  high- 
est  consideration.  Gentlemen,  Yours,  &c. 

(Signed)  AUUY. 

S.  L.  Holmes,  Secretary. 

Case  of  John  Anderson. 

The  house  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
this  subject, 

Mr.  Spencer  rose,  and  (for  reasons  given  m the 
debate)  withdrew  the  preamble  to  the  resolutions 
he  had  offered— leaving  alone  for  consideration  the 
resolution,  directing  all  further  proceedings  against 
the  accused  to  cease,  directing  the  attorney  gene, 
ral  to  institute  proceedings  against  him,  and  in- 
structing the  judiciary  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  punishment  of 
contempt  of  either  house,  for  breach  of  privilege. 

On  the  general  question,  previously  discussed, 
the  debate  was  renewed,  and  continued  with  una- 
bated animation  to  the  close  of  the  sitting.  Messrs. 
Tallmage,  Hopkinson  and  Sergeant  delivered  their 
sentiments  at  large  on  the  subject. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Rhea,  with  some 
incidental  remarks  on  the  resolutions,  proposed  a 
substitute  to  them,  by  way  of  amendment,  in  the 
following  words: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  possesseth  the  compe 
tent  power  to  punish  John  Anderson  for  his  con- 
tempt of  the  hovise,  and  his  outrage  upon  one  of  its 
members;  and,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  sergeant  at  arms  be  directed 
to  conduct  the  said  John  Anderson  to  the  bar  of  the 
house. 

This  motion  was  undecided,  when,  at  a late  hour. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jun.  14— On  motion  of  Mr.  Tarr,it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  roads 
and  canals  and  seminaries  oflearningbe  instructed 
to  enquire  and  report  to  this  house,  whether  any, 
and  if  any  what  further  provisions  are  necessary 
by  law  for  completing  that  part  of  the  United 
States’  turnpike  roads  lying  between  Cumberland 
in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  Wheeling  in  the 
state  of  Virginia. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
posed preceedings  in  the  case  of  Col.  John  Ander- 
son, and  the  debate  was  continued. 

Messrs.  Clagget,  Whitman,  Ross,  Rhea,  Beecher, 
Spencer,  Forsyth,  and  Bar-well,  addressed  the  chair 
on  the  main  question,  and  Mr.  Hopkinson  and  Mr 
Stores  on  incidental  points. 

The  sitting  was  prolonged  to  a late  hour,  the 
question  being  loudly  called  for  in  the  interval 
between  each  member’s  speech;  but  an  adjourn- 
ment finally  took  place,  without  having  come  to  a 
decision,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Burioell,  who,  with 
many  others,  wished  to  have  the  present  shape  of 
the  proposition  so  varied  as  to  enable  the  house, 
in  voting  on  it,  to  express  a definite  opinion. 

Thursday,  Jan.  15. — The  JVational  Intelligeticer, 
after  apologizing  for  the  omission  of  the  usual  de- 
tail of  congressional  proceedings,  from  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  at  which  the  house  adjourned,  says — 


The  senate  did  not  transact  any  important  public 
business. 

The  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives 
were,  however,  far  from  uninteresting.  They  came 
to  a decision  on  the  part  of  col.  Anderson,  so  far 
as  passing  by  a direct  vote  respecting  their  own 
power  to  refuse  to  discharge  him,  by  a majority  of 
119  to  47,  and  by  alike  majority  to  direct  him  to 
be  brought  forthwith  to  the  bar.  He  was  accord- 
ingly brought  to  the  bar;  and,  being  interrogated, 
acknowledged  his  name  and  the  delivery  of  the  let- 
ter, &c.  When  questioned  whether  he  had  any 
thing  to  offer  in  defence,  he  intimated  that  he  had 
a defence  in  writing,  which  he  wished  to  offer  to 
the  house. 

A number  of  wltnessess  were  then  called  and 
examined,  touching  the  character  heretofore  sus- 
tained by  Col.  Anderson;  of  wliich  they  testified, 
as  far  as  their  knowledge  extended,  in  very  iiigh 
terms.  Among  these  witnesses  were  two  members 
of  the  house,  (Gen.  Harrison  and  Col.  Johnson.) 

A question  put  to  one  of  the  witnesses  as  to  his 
knowledge  and  belief  of  money  having  been  given 
for  hastening  claims — produced  a discussion  which 
ended  in  an  adjournment  to  allow  time  to  consider 
the  course  to  be  pursued. 

The  prosecutions  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hopkinson, 
on  Tuesday,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  were  not, 
as  it  was  apprehended,  on  “license  bonds,”  but 
against  retailers  of  spirits,  for  not  taking  out  their 
licenses.  The  penalty  for  th.at  omission  is  §150, 
which  has  been  remitted  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  almost  as  a matter  of  course,  on  the  par- 
ties taking  the  license  and  paying  the  costs  accrued 
in  the  prosecution.  It  was  in  these  cases,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  fees  referred  to  had  been  charged. 

MR.  DICKKRSOn’s  PROPOSED  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  COX- 
STITUTIOX. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled, 
two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring  therein.  That  the 
fallowing  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states,  which  when  ratified  by  the  legis- 
latures of  three-four'.hs  of  ihe  said  states,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  a part  of  the 
.said  constitution: — 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  representatives  , 
in  the  congress  of  the  U.  States,  each  state  shall,  by  ^ 
its  legislature,  be  divided  into  a number  of  districts  j 
equal  to  the  number  of  representatives  to  which  such  t 
sta  e may  be  entitled.  The  districts  shall  be  formed 
of  contiguous  territory,  and  contairt,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants,  entitled  by  the. 
constitution  to  be  represented.  In  each  district  the^' 
qualified  voters  shall  elect  one  representative,  and; 
no  more.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  elect- 
ors of  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  li 
States,  in  each  district  entitled  to  electa  represen- j' 
tative  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  the  per- 
sons qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  shall  ap- 
point one  elector,  and  no  more.  The  additional 
two  electors  to  which  each  stRte  is  entitled,  shall 
be  appointed  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  there- 
of may  direct.  The  electors,  when  convened  shallj 
h .ve  power,  in  case  any  of  them,  appoiiited  as  abovej 
prescribed,  shall  fail  to  attend  for  the  purposes  of 
their  said  appointment,  on  the  day  prescribed  for 
giving  their  vo:es  for  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  State.?,  to  appoint  another,  orodiers, 
to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so  failing  to  at 
tend.  Neither  the  districts  for  choosing  repiesea 
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talives,  nor  those  for  appointing  electors,  shall  be:  It  is  stated  as  a singular  fact,  that  the  several  lu- 

altered,  in  any  state,  until  a census  and  apportion-!  natics  in  the  asylum  in  Castlebar,  Ireland,  male  and 

ment  ofr-^presentatives under  il,subseqiient to thedi-’  female,  have  been  taught  to  spin  fine  yarn,  and  are 
vision  of  the  states  intodistricts,  shall  be  made.  The  , now  constantly  and  cheerfully  employed  in  doing 

division  of  tlje  states  into  districts  hereby  provided  1 so.  . ^ 

for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this  amend- 1 Lojulov,  Aou.  5.— The  captain  of  the  Spanish  go- 
ment  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  as  a part  of  the^  vernment  brig,  which  attacked  the  United  States’ 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  successively,  schooner  Firebrand,  some  months  ago,  had  been 
immediately  afterwards,  whenever  a census  and  ap- ' tried  by  a court  martial  at  the  Havana,  and  broke 
portionment  of  representatives  under  it,  shall  be  'I’he  captain  of  a frigate  who  assisted  m the  attack, 
made.  The  division  of  each  state  into  districts,  has  been  sent  home  to  old  Spain  to  have  his  conduct 
for  the  purposes  boih  of  choosing  representatives , investigated, 
and  appointing  electors,  shall  be  altered  agreeably  j fhance. 

to  the  provisions  of  this  amendment,  and  on  no  The  ^ro;er  of  a law  has  been  submitted  to  the 
other  occasion.  , chamber  of  deputies  by  the  keeper  of  the  seals, 

'for  suppressing  and  other  works  of  anobjec- 
r I tionable  nature. 

TTofaiern  \rfirlp«  > decree  of  the  king  reduces  the  officers  of  the 

£ • i navy  so  that  they  shall  consist  of — 6 vice  admirals; 

ENGLAVD,  See.  16  rear  admirals;  20  captains  of  the  1st  class;  40  do. 

We  have  a strange  account  in  the  British  papers!  of  the  2nd  do.;  80  do.  of  frigates;  40  lieutenants 
that  a certain  person  named  Dtvelneaux^  who  lived  , liaving  rank  with  the  chiefs  of  battalions;  260  lieu- 
recluse  and  was  little  known,  having  taken  a liking ; tenants  w'ith  companies;  400  ensigns,  and  300  mid- 
to  a youth  that  he  occasionally  saw  passing  and  re- 1 shipmen. 

passing  to  school,  and  without  any  further  know-  A Paris  paper  of  Oct.  7,  gnves  a splendid  account 
ledge  of  him  or  his  family,  w'illed  him  his  estate,!  of  the  operation  of  casting  an  equestrian  statue  of 
which  is  spoken  as  amounting  to  more  than  700,000/j  Henry  IV. — 40,000  lbs.  of  metal  were  melted  for 
a year,  regular  income!  It  consists  of  several  mil-  t!ie  purpose,  and  the  casting  w'as  performed  in  the 
lions  in  the  funds,  a property  in  Spain  that  produ-1  presence  of  the  ministers  of  state.  See.  and  a nu- 
ces  100, 000^  per  annum,  an  immense  estate  in  Scot  jmerous  assemblage  of  ladies.  It  was  cast  at  Route’s 
land,  and  others  of  great  value  in  the  West  Indies  furnace,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Gelli  and 

debts  due  frf'm  every  sovereign  in  Fvurope  with  vast  Pjggian,  the  furnace  department  being  managed 

claims  on  private  property  in  Great  Britain— the  by  Mr  Gonon, 

whole  is  called  a property  of  a "dangerous  amount,  i The  Bag  Fox. — Lady  Morgan  says,  *‘that  t!ie 

for  it  is  more  than  sufficient  to  overturn  the  state.”!  friends  of  the  old  regime  in  Fiance  accuse  Fitigland 
It  is  feared  the  youth  has  been  rather  uilected  in  , of  all  their  misfortunes;  of  originating  t!ie  revolu- 
liis  mind,  by  his  good  fortune.  1 lion;  sending  the  emigrants  to  be  slanglitered  at 

One  would  believe  that  the  preceding  must  be  j Quiberon;  and  ofletting  loose  Bonaparte  h-om  Elba- 
fabvilous — is  it  possible  that  any  man  could  possess!  Even  still  they  consider  the  ex-emperor,  as  a sort 
so  much  wealth  in  England,  and  be  so  little  known?  | of  Bag  Fox,  to  be  let  loose,  whenever  the  English 
A London  paper  of  Oct.  29;  states  that  "some  i ministry  may  be  inclined  to  sho-uj  sport  to  Europe.” 
poor  wretched  paupers  went  to  a brick  clamp,  for  | The  wolves  are  making  dreadful  depredations  in 
the  benefit  of  the  warmth  having  no  other  place  of;  the  department  of  Yonne.  Tliey  have  c.uried  ofi' 
refuge,”  where  one  of  them  was  burnt  to  death — a j several  children,  and,  by  united  efibrts,  a girl  17 
young  man,  21  years  of  age.  ^ ! years  old,  who  hotvever,  was  rescued.  Such  things 

The  British  ports  are  siuit,  and  American  flour!  could  hardly  happen  in  the  rudest  parts  of  the 
had  advanced  to  70s  per  bbl.  1 United  States — but  here  the  freeman  is  armed. 

The  funeral  procession  of  the  princess  Charlotte  A Paris  paper  of  Ocl.  26,  says — Lt.  General 
took  place  on  the  19th  Nov.  by  torch  light.  It  is  \ count  deGirardin,  Capt.  of  the  king’s  chase,  has 
stated  to  have  been  exceedingly  impressive  and  j given  a statement  of  wolves  killed  in  ti.e  86  deparl- 
solemn.  It  was  attended  by  a long  procession,  and  j ments  of  the  kingdom,  from  the  1st  .lanuarv  1816, 
concluded  with  a funeral  service.  The  body  of  the  i to  the  1st  July,  1817,  in  which  are  designated 
princess  was  placed  in  a mahogany  coffin,  that  in- 1 those  of  the  Lieuts.  ofthe  w’olf  hunting,  who  make 
closed  in  one  of  lead,  which  was  put  in  an  outer  ; it  their  principal  occupation  for  their  destruction, 
coffin  of  mahogany,  covered  u’ith  crimson  velvet, ! the  result  was  that  1894  male,  and  522  female 
and  formed  into  pannels  with  white  plated  nails,  the  j w'olves,  total  2,416,  were  killed, 
lining  of  white  satin.  An  urn  containing  the  heart  i Pnris,  Aov.  8.  The  answ  er  of  the  chamber  of 
of  the  princess  was  placed  in  a mahogany  case.—  deputies  to  the  king’s  sf)eech,  is  a very  dignified 
The  coffins  of  the  infant  were  like  tliose  of  the  j and  spirited  state  paper.  Speaking  of  the  treaties 
parent.  I of  Nov.  20th,  1815,  they  say. 

The  prince  of  Coburg  is  said  to  have  been  averse  | "Your  people.  Sir,  submitted  to  them  with  grief, 

to  the  embalming  of  the  body  of  the  princess.— ; but  in  silence.  After  having  made  the  greatest 

After  the  evening  of  the  interment,  he  decended  efforts  faithfully  to  execute  tiiem;  after  calamitous 
into  the  mausoleum  alone,  and  w'ept  over  the  re- j years  have  infinitely  added  to  the  severity  of  their 
mains  of  his  departed  consort  upwards  of  an  liour.  | explicit  condition.s,  we  cannot  but  believe  that  they 
On  the  day  following,  he  presented  Mrs.  Griffiths,  j conceal  exorbitant  consequences,  which  nifne  ofthe 
the  nurse  of  the  princess,  w'ith  150  guineas  and  dis-!  contracting  parties  could  have  anticipated.  The 
missed  her.  - | wisdom  of  your  majesty  will  be  understood  and 

The  British  papers  tell  us  that  the  countess  of | seconded  by  the  enfightened  policy  which  presides 

Albermarle  died  of  a mis  carriage,  in  consequence,'  over  the  destiny  of  the  otlier  nations  of  Fmrope,  an 
ofthe  shock  she  received  by  the  death  of  the  prin-j  equitable  limit  will  be  fixed  to  enormous  sacrifices; 
cess  Charlotte,  and  that  the  hon.  .Mrs.  Cavendish  the  period  of  the  too  oppressive  occupation  of  our 
died  in  tlie  same  way.  Is  death  to  become  country  will  be  diminished;  our  territory  wnll  be 

enable"?  1 liberated.  Then  alone,  France  will  taste  of  peace; 
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her  credit  will  be  consolidated,  her  internal  pros- 
perity  restored,  and  she  herself  will  resume  her 
rank  among  nations.” 

The  king’s  reply  was  firm,  dignified  and  consola. 


none  producing,”  Ferdinand  may  yet  takf  (he  gal- 
ley-oar out  of  the  hand  of  a “patriot”  tfiai  he  sent 
to  them.  O!  that  such  a fate  may  speedily  be  tlie 
lot  of  the  ingrate. 


tory. 

An  English  letter  says  there  have  been  warm 
debates  in  the  French  chamber  of  deputies.  Mr. 
Bignon  proposed  to  inform  the  king  of  the  impos- 
sibility under  wliich  France  lay,  of  paying  the  im- 
posts of  1818,  and  to  pray  him  to  require  that  the 
allied  troops  should  evacuate  France.  These  pro- 
positions v^ere  rejected.  Mr.  Laine  said,  “the  de- 
mands of  foreign  powers  were  constantly  increas- 
ing-^we  must  rid  ourselves  of  such  insatiable  op- 
pressors.”— These  expressions  were  reproved  as 
indiscreet. 

BONAPARTE. 

An  American  vessel,  lately  boarded  off  St  Hele- 
na, brings  intelligence  that  Napoleon  was  in  good 
health;  but  still  guarded  with  unremitted  care.  A 
ship  of  the  line  and  2 sloops  of  war  lay  at  and  off 
the  Island,  and  continued  to  row  guard  round  it. 
A British  gun  brig  is  said  to  have  been  lost  on 
Tristam  de  Cunha,  and  every  one  on  board  to  have 
perished. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The  minister  of  war  resigned  in  consequence  of  a 
dispute  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  but  the  king  re- 
fused permission  for  him  to  retire.  The  prince  ap- 
pears to  be  “legitimately”  impetuous  and  overbear- 
ing. 

The  Dutch  revenue  for  1818  is  calculated  at 
67,500,000  florins;  the  expenditures  at  74,000,000. 
A loan  is  necessary. 

The  king  has  ordered  100,000  florins  to  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  linen  manufacturers  to  buy  stock. 

SPAIN. 

A London  paper  of  the  18th  of  October  stated 
that  the  royal  Vfiles  (paper  money)  of  Spain  were 
at  a discount  of  74  per  cent,  notwithstanding  the 
new  plan  of  finance  and  the  frequent  deliberations 
of  the  council  of  ways  and  means. 

The  board  of  health  at  Alicant,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  supreme  board,  has  decreed  the  punish- 
ment of  death  to  all  that  clandestinely  land  from 
the  coast  of  Africa.  Other  penalties,  from  1 to  10 
years  imprisonment  in  one  of  the  Spanish  Settle- 
ments in  Africa,  are  inflicted  for  other  violations  of 
the  quarantine  laws. 

A ship  of  the  line,  the  Asia,  and  2 frigates  at  Ca- 
diz, and  2 frigates  at  Carthagena,  are  fitting  out  to 
act  against  +he  South  American  insurgents. 

The  Spanish  frigate  Sabina  has  at  length  arrived 
at  Cadiz  from  Vera  Cruz,  with  a cargo  of  3,314,795 
piasters,  223  bars  of  silver,  12  chests  of  wrought 
silver  in  plate,  besides  cochineal  and  other  valua- 
ble articles. 

A letter  published  in  the  Auroray  dated  Madrid, 
Nov.  11,  says,  that  the  Asia  is  the  only  ship  of  the 
line  remaining  to  Spain  of  the  best  built  navy  that 
was  in  Europe  40  years  ago!  The  few  seamen  that 
are  employed,  wretchedly  paid,  and  in  almost  a 
state  of  starvation,  are  nearly  in  open  mutiny — and 
parties  of  them  have  formed  xhemselves  into  bands 
of  robbers,  and  infest  the  whole  country  between 
Seville  and  Cadiz. 

It  is  slated  thac  the  troops  last  sent  to  South 
America  were  shipped  by  force— they  have  justly 
considered  it  as  the  voyage  of  death.  Great  efforts 
have  been  made  to  get  even  volunteer  officers  to 
serve  under  Morillo— 400  were  wanted,  but  not  one 
had  volunteered. 

This  letter  pictures  Spain,  in  the  lowest  state  of 
degradation  and  misery— “every  one  consuming  and 


ITALT. 

Maria  Louisa,  dutchess  of  Parma,  has  issued  an 
edict  forbidding  her  subjects  to  kneel  to  her — a 
homage  which  she  justly  says  is  due  only  to  God. 
She  calls  upon  the  clergy  in  her  dominions  to  make 
lier  subjects  sensible  of  this,  which  hitherto  she 
has  been  unable  to  do. 

The  researches  at  Pompeii  and  Pozzuoli  are  very 
succesful.  At  Pompeii  several  edifices  of  super':* 
architecture  have  been  discovered,  and  at  Puzzuoli 
a greal  number  of  tombs  in  the  Roman  style. 

The  Freacli  brig  Neptune  has  arrived  at  Ci vita 
Veccha  from  Havre.  She  bad  on  board  476  chests, 
containing  part  of  the  pontifical  archives. 

INDIA, 

A London  paper  says — The  apprehensions  excit- 
ed lately,  by  the  reports  of  the  commencement  of  a 
formidable  war  in  India,  have  subsided,  intelligence 
having  been  received  at  Bombay  that  the  Peshwa 
and  his  adherents  had  submitted  to  the  terms  offer- 
ed by  the  governor  general. 

The  expected  general  war  in  India  seems  quiet- 
ed for  the  present — The  British  have  accomplish 
ed  their  purposes  without  it.  But  they  have  carried- 
the  “Pattah  and  Ghiirry  of  Douranmal,”  by  storm. 
It  was  defended  by  390  Arabs. 

CHINA* 

A St.  Petersburg  paper  says — According  to  the 
last  intelligence  from  China,  the  emperor  having 
testified  his  desire  to  have  at  his  court,  ministers 
from  foreign  powers  to  reside  there  constantly,  the 
emperor  Alexander,  has,  ft  is  said,  determined  to 
send  a minister  plenipotentiary  to  Pekin,  on  account 
of  the  commercial  relations  which  increase  every 
year  between  the  two  courts.  M de  Langsdoff  is 
designated  for  the  mission,  who  is  at  present  Rus- 
sian consul  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  who  has  been  in 
China. 

PERSIA. 

Russia  is  negociating  for  a port  on  the  Persian 
Gulph. 

A St.  Petersburg  paper  of  Oct.  7,  says — Count 
Zerinoloff  is  commissioned  to  engage  at  Cabul  and 
Ispahan  a number  of  workmen,  who  are  to  establish, 
under  very  advantageous  conditions,  manufactories 
of  shawls  and  carpets,  at  Gavan.  That  this  is  an  im- 
portant object  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  80,000 
shawls  are  annually  exported  from  Basorah,  which 
cost,  on  an  average,  1000  rubles  each;  so  that  from 
60  to  80,000,000  of  rubles  came  into  the  country 
for  this  one  article  of  luxury. 

BRAZIL. 

The  archduchess  Leopoldine  has  arrived  in  Bra- 
zil— she  was  received  with  great  joy  by, the  people, 
who  hope  her  superior  address  may  tame  her  surly 
and  tyrannical  husband. 

The  IT.  S.  ship  Ontario,  captain  Biddle,  touched 
at  Rio  Janeiro,  on  her  way  tof  the  south  seas;  whi- 
ther she  is  bound  to  protect  our  fishermen  against 
the  Lima  cruisers. 

BRITISH  AMERICA. 

A salt  spring,  said  to  be  of  an  excellent  quality, 
has  been  discovered  near  the  village  of  St.  Catha- 
rine’s, Upper  Canada — on  which  the  Canadians  very 
highly  congratulate  themselves. 

“SPANISH  AMERICA.” 

The  ship  Grace,  for  South  America,  sailed  from 
Portsmouth,  Eng.  on  the  22nd  of  Nov.  She  has  on 
board  a corps  of  400  lancers;  which  had  been  raised 
to  join  the  Spanish  independents. 
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Tucaman,  a strong  post  in  Cluli,  is  said  still  to 
lye  lield  by  the  royalists.  But  the  patriots  with 
3 or  9000  troops,  in  good  order,  were  expected  to 
make  an  attack  upon  Lima,  the  possession  of  which 
would  probably  end  the  contest  in  that  quarter. 

The  Portuguese  remained  at  Montevideo,  still 
blocked  up  by  Artigas.  Tl>ey  expected  reinforce- 
rhente  when  active  operations  would  be  commenced. 


CHRONICLE. 

WAK  DArAUTMKNT 

Pension  ofHce,  Dec.  23. 

The  following  evidence  will  be  required  in  all 
militia  cases,  and  in  cases  of  the  regular  army, 
where  the  discharge  and  surgeon’s  certificate  have 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  or  where  they  have  never 
been  originally  granted,  to  enable  the  secretary  of 
of  war  to  grant  pensions,  viz; 

In  cases  where  the  regular  discharge  and  the 
surgeon’s  certificate  for  disability,  cannot  be  had, 
the  applicant  for  a pension,  whether  he  has  be^n  a 
soldier  of  the  regular  army,  or  a militiaman  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  must  produce  the 
sworn  certificate  of  his  captain,  or  other  officer  un- 
der whom  he  served,  stating  distinctly  the  time 
and  place  of  his  having  been  w'ounded,  or  other- 
wise disabled,  and  that  the  same  wound  or  disabili- 
ties arose  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  with  the  affidavit  of 
one  or  more  surgeons  or  physicians,  whether  of 
the  army  or  citizens,  accurately  describing  the 
wound,  and  stating  the  degree  of  disability  to 
which  the  soldier  may  be  entitled  under  it:  these  do- 
cuments to  be  sworn  to  before  a judge  of  Uie  Unit- 
ed States’ court,  or  some  state  judge  or  justice  of 
the  peace;  and  if  a state  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  then  under  the  seal  of  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  such  judge  of  justice  may  reside,  and 
the  name  of  the  paymaster  who  last  paid  the  sol- 
dier as  belongingto  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  in  every  instance  furnished  by  the  applicant, 
in  order  to  determine  the  date  of  commencement  of 
his  pension. 

The  port  of  Mobile  is  crowded  with  vessels — 
among  them  is  one  from  Liverpool.  The  house-room 
ofthe  town  has  been  insufficient  to  accommodate  the 
great  influx  of  strangers. 

South  Carolina.  The  salary  of  the  governorhas 
been  fixed  at  §4000,  and  that  of  the  judges  advan- 
from  ^2372  to  3500.  The  president  of  the  slate 
bank  receives  3000. 

Earthquake.  About  eleven  o’clock  on  the  night 
of  the  lOih  of  last  month  (December)  a smart  sliock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  the  same  instant  in 
nearly  all  tlie  towns  and  settlements  in  the  upper 
part  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

IifiuAX  TRKATiKs.  Treaties  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship have  lately  been  entered  into  and  duly  ratified 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Menomenee, 
Ottoes  and  Poncarar  tribes  of  Indians.  Their  con- 
ditions are  to  forgive  and  forget  past  acts  of  hos- 
tility— to  preserve  peace  in  future,  confirm  cessions 
of  land  heretofore  made,  with  an  acknowledgment 
of  being  under  tlie  protection  of  the  United  Slates. 
Among  the  chiefs  who  have  signed  those  treaties 
we  observe  the  names.  Roaring  Thiaider,  Fat  of  the 
Rear,  Running  ILo  f Big  Horse,  Eldest  Daughter. 
Broken  Ann,  the  Bear  and  Small  Bear,  Buffalo 
Hump,  the  Snoaker,  Handsome  Man,  He  -who  stands 
Jive,  &c. 

Tliere  is  also  a long  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of 
considerable  importance,  which  we  wish  we  had 


room  for.  It  appears  that  the  upper  Cherokees 
have  expressed  their  desire  to  become  agricultura- 
lists, the  lower  Cherokees  to  continue  the  hunters 
life,  and  both  parlies  have  requested  the  president 
to  aid  them  in  their  views.  This  treaty  contains 
some  cessions  of  land,  the  country  of  the  (lower 
Cherokees.,  we  presume)  for  other  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  Stales  on  the  Arkansas  and  Wh.te  ri 
vers,  -a-est  of  the  Mississippi— requisites,  on  the  num- 
ber of  population,  the  payment  of  the  annuity 
heretofore  granted  by  the  United  States  to  the 
whole  tribe.— makes  some  provisions  in  favor  ofthe 
migrating  Cherokees,  and  secures  to  those  that  re- 
main the  possession  of  their  lands.  It  appears  that 
tills  treaty  is  really  adv'antageous  to  the  three  par- 
ties to  it.  All  improvement.s  on  the  ceded  lands 
are  to  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States. 

Vaccination.  It  is  stated  that  Dr.  Fansher,  of 
Connecticut,  has  jvaccinated  forty  thousand  persons, 
not  one  of  whom  died. 

Charcoal.  1'he  people  seem  to  require  tlie  death 
of  several  persons  per  annum  to  make  them  sensi- 
ble of  the  deleterious  effects  of  burning  charcoal  in 
a close  room.  Two  persons  went  to  sleep  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  a few  days  ago,  with  a pot  of  it  burning, 
and  never  wakened  any  more. 

Morth  Carolina  sugar.  The  following  interesting 
article  is  from  a Raleigh  paper: — Among  the  nu- 
merous productions  to  which  the  soil  and  climate 
of  N.  Carolina  are  favorable,  it  is  found  that  tlie 
sugar  cane  may  now  be  added— Several  fine  stalks, 
raised  in  Brunswick  county  not  far  from  Wilming- 
ton, are  now  in  the  possession  of  Col.  Wm.  Polk,  of 
this  city.  They  are  from  seven  to  eight  feet  in 
height,  and  although  considerably  dried,  remained 
about  two  inches  in  diameter.  The  present  is  the 
second  year  of  the  experiment— only  a few  plant- 
ings having  been  at  first  obtained;  but  the  enterpris- 
ing gentleman  who  has  made  the  attempt,  calcu- 
lates on  making  sugar  his  staple  crop  for  the  ap- 
proaching year.  The  stalks  that  I have  seen  arc 
certainly  very  luxuriant;  and  I have  understood 
from  gentlemen,  acquainted  with  the  culture  and 
growth  of  the  article,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  its  complete  success  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
state. 

High pressiire  steam  engine.  Mr.  Oliver  Evans  ha.s 
built  a steiuia  engine  for  the  purpose  of  raising  water 
to  supply  tlie  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  contract 
was  that  it  should  raise  3 ->00,000  gallons  of  water, 
ninety  eight  feet,  in  24  hours.  On  the  26th  and  27th 
ult.  she  was  worked  without  interruption  20  hours, 
during  which  it  was  estimated  that  3,556,401  galls, 
were  raised,  in  doing  which  only  10  cords  of  oak 
wood  were  consumed.  It  seems  that  about  100 
galls,  were  raised  at  every  stroke,  and  that  the  ave- 
rage working  w’as  24^  strokes  in  a minute.  The 
experiment  was  so  satisfactory  to  the  watering  com- 
miitee  that  they  have  reported  the  contract  as  ful- 
ly completed  by  Mr.  Evans, 

Cov.  Snyder.  The  republican  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  gave  a public  dinner  to 
Mr.  Snyder,  at  Harrisburg,  on  the  20th  ult.  in  tes- 
timony of  their  respect  and  attachment  to  him. 
The  speaker  of  the  senate  presided.  The  following 
were  among  the  volunteer  toasts  given  on  the  occa- 
sion: 

By  the  late  gov.  Snyder — Virtue,  liberty  and  in- 
dependence; and  their  ce  ncomitants,  peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  to  mankind. 

By  gov.  pnndlay— The  legislative  branch  of  our 
government;  to  their  patrioii.sm,  the  people  look  fi  r 
the  security  of  their  rights,  and  to  their  wisdom  for 
the  advancement  of  their  interests. 
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By  the  president — The  plough,  the  support  of 
all  classes. 

By  Colonel  Hill— Balance  of  power,  the  puzzling 
irons  for  European  politicians— May  the  people  of 
America  ever  keep  the  balance  in  their  own  hands. 

Dela-ware.  A question  is  started  by  a writer  in 
the  “Delaware  Watchman,”  -whether  it -would  not  be 
for  the  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  that  the  state  be 
dissolved? 

The  Susguehannah.  The  bridge  at  Port  Deposite, 
over  the  Susquehannah,  together  with  the  road 
leading  to  the  same,  has  been  so  far  completed  as 
to  admit  the  passage  of  waggons  and  other  carria- 
ges with  perfect  safety.  This  is  a very  important 
improvement,  and  we  are  now  freed  from  the  dan- 
ger  and  delays  that  heretofoje  attended  the  direct 
communication  between  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia. 

Another!  Died  on  the  8th  inst.  in  the  64th  year 
of  his  age,  at  his  seat  in  Prince  George’s  county, 
Maryland,  Gen.  Robert  Bowie,  a gallant  soldier  of 
the  revolution,  and  formerly  governor  of  Maryland; 
much  beloved  and  respected  for  his  public  and 
private  virtues,  as  a whig  and  a man  of  honor:  for 
his  practical  charity,  and  riged  integrity.  The 
house  of  delegates  by  an  unanimous  resolve,  agreed 
to  wear  crape  during  the  remainder  of  the  session 
in  respect  to  his  memory. 

Died  on  the  4th  December,  ult.  at  the  canton- 
ment, Passe  Christianne,  capt.  Alexander  Bvownlo-i», 
of  the  8th  regt.  U.  S.  infantry.  He  was  one  of  the 
heroes  who  defended  fort  Bowyer  on  the  memora- 
ble 15th  Sept.  1814,  and  distinguished  himself 
then  as  much  by  his  cool,  undaunted  spirit  as  he 
had  previously  done  by  his  correct  and  gentleman- 
ly deportment.— During  the  hottest  of  the  action 
the  flag-staff  of  tl»e  fort  was  shot  away,  and  fell 
outside  the  wall — Brownlow  threw  himself  after 
and  recovered  it,  then  returning  into  the  fort,  he 
climbed  the  staff,  amid  showers  of  shot,  and  nail- 
ed the  colors  to  the  stump.— When  the  army  was 
disbanded  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  retain- 
ed as  a captain  in  the  8th,  where  he  gained  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  new  associates— and 
never  can  the  Old  Second  forget  the  brother  officer 
or  the  soldier’s  friend. 

Longevity.  A Mrs.  Edwards  has  lately  died  at 
Boston,  who  was  born  at  Salem  in  Jan.  1715 — aged 
nearly  103  years.  She  retained  considerable  vigor 
of  intellect  and  could  enioy  life  until  after  she  had 
entered  her  hundreth  year. 

Good.  The  legislature  of  Vermont  has  passed  a 
law  imposing  a fine  of  from  one  to  seven  dollars, 
for  passing  a bill  of  any  bank  not  payable  in  specie. 

Mammoths!  A St.  Louis  paper  ventures  an  “it 
is  said”  that  living  mammoths  have  lately  been 
seen  near  the  rocky  mountains. 

Counterfeiters.  We  frequently  hear  of  gangs  of 
counterfeiters  detected.  The  favilt  is  equally  in  the 
people,  in  suffering  so  many  banks  to  be,or  their  fol- 
ly in  receiving  notes  that  they  are  unacquainted 
with.  They  will  be  whipped  into  a regard  of 
self-interest,  and  be  tauglit  to  feel  that  the  banking 
business  is  becoming  a public  nuisance — moral  as 
well  as  political. 

Packets.  A commercial  house  in  New  York,  hav- 
ing every  tiling  prepared,  have  started  a line  of 
packets,  to  sail  early  in  every  month,  for  the  con- 
veyance of  passengers  and  goods,  between  that 
port  and  Liverpool! 

Fraxklix  Gazette. — As  it  is  not  consistent  with 
the  plan  of  the  Registeu,  to  insert  Mr.  Bache’s 
prospectus,  we  cannot  better  notice  his  intend- 
ed publication  than  by  borrowing  the  language  of 


the  National  Intelligencer,  which  says — Proposal*? 
are  issued  in  Philadelphia,  by  Richard  Bachr,  for 
the  publication  of  a new  daily  newspaper,  under 
the  title  of  the  FnANKtiN  Gazette.  This  association 
of  names  reminds  us  of  two  departed  patriots,  vete- 
rans in  printing  and  politics. 

The  Holy  Alliance. — The  following  is  the  opinion 
of  the  celebrated  Jeremy  Bentham.,  of  London,  of 
this  association  of  kings — “In  the  modern  Holy 
League,  which  in  its  spirit  is  so  congenial  to  that  of 
the  original  one,  it  is  a fundamental  principle — 
that,  in  the  hands  of  the  riding  and  snbtuUng 
few,  the  nearer  the  condition  of  the  subject  many 
can  be  brought  to  the  condition  of  the  beasts  of 
the  field,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  interests, 
eternal  as  well  as  temporal,  of  all  parties.” 

PATRICK  HENRT.  Mr.  Scott  Submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  to  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  which  was  adopted — The  general  as- 
sembly of  Virginia,  highly  appreciating  the  unrival- 
led eloquence,  inflexible  integrity,  unyielding  poli- 
tical firmness,  and  superior  talents  of  their  di.stin- 
guished  fellow  citizen,  Patrick  Henry  who  first 
fearlessly  dared  to  suggest  those  measures  which 
eventuated  in  the  emancipation  of  his  country  from 
the  yoke  of  foreign  oppression,  deem  it  their  duty 
to  adopt  some  means  by  which  to  manifest  to  the 
world  and  future  generations  their  veneration  and 
esteem  for  the  memory  of  this  orator  and  patriot. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  the  executive  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  obtain  a Marble  Sta- 
tue of  Patrick  Henry,  to  be  placed  in  the  capitol 
of  this  commonwealth;  the  expense  of  obtaining  the. 
same  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  Florida  Centinel  speaks  of  an  extensive  de- 
struction of  the  cotton,  by  the  rot — saying  that  the 
planters  will  not  average  in  gathering  more  than 
500  of  seed  cotton  to  the  acre,  instead  of  150  -lbs 
their  expected  crop.  It  is  said  however,  that  Ma- 
dison county,  in  the  Alabama  territory,  will  this 
year  export  8000  bales! 

Christmas.  The  different  manner  in  which  the 
anniversary  of  the  nativity  is  observed  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  is  worthy  of  remark:  in 
Boston  it  seems  to  have  been  partially  observed,  on 
the  25th  ult.  by  a recommendation  in  the  public 
papers  to  abstain  from  business  and  by  some  con- 
certs of  sacred  music  in  the  evening.  In  New  York, 
some  of  the  stores  were  shut  up,  but  the  theatre 
was  open  in  the  evening  and  Mr.  Cooper  played 
George  Barnwell.  In  Philadelphia  about  one  half 
of  the  people  paid  some  attention  to  the  day— but 
in  Baltimore  and  to  the  southward  of  it,  the  stores 
were  generally  shut  up,  the  banks  closed,  and  bu- 
siness suspended  as  on  a Sunday.  The  churches, 
also,  were  for  the  most  part  opened  in  the  morning, 
and  the  afternoon  was  given  to  refreshment  and 
mirth,  being  an  almost  universal  holiday.  The 
only  daily  papers  published  in  the  United  States 
northward  of  New  York  are  two  at  Boston — and 
they  only,  I believe,  were  published  on  the  day. 

Tobacco.  From  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer  The 
last  year  was  deemed  very  unfavorable  for  tobacco. 
We  have  correct  returns  from  the  three  principal 
depots  of  the  state  up  to  the  1st  of  October,  which 
is  considered  the  close  of  the  tobacco  year: 

At  Lynchburg  there  were  received  - - 10,935 

At  Richmond  and  Manchester  united  - 10,517 

Petersburg 12,805 

Total  hhds.  36,257 

We  have  not  heard  from  the  JVorfolk  inspections — 
nor  do  we  know  whether  there  be  any  established. 
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SGSQ.UF.HANNA  BUIDRK  AND  BANK  CO.MPANY. Til? 

editor  of  the  Weekly  REorsTET  has  received  a long^ 
letter  from  a director  of  this  institution,  to  which 
he  prepared  a proper  reply,  intendin)^  to  have 
published  both  of  them  in  this  paper— but  a dispo 
sition  to  “spare”  an  institution  which  has  effected 
such  a splendid  improvement  as  the  bridg’e  over 
the  Susquehannah  river,  lias  induced  him  to  refrain 
from  it. 

The  la>v  for  establishing  this  corporation  was 
quoted  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fixing  its  date.  By  an 
“additional  supplement”  the  powers  of  hanhin^ 
were  made  co-existent  with  the  business  of  building 
the  bridge.  Influenced  by  the  consideration  just 
stated,  the  editor  hopes  that  the  directors  and  stock- 
holders will  be  content  to  let  the  matter  rest  where 
it  is.  The  solvency  of  the  bank,  and  its  ultimate 
ability  to  meet  its  engagements,  is,  we  believe,  un- 
doubted. But  the  facts  stated  in  the  Register  of 
the  27  ult.  must  not  be  invalidated. 

“Common  sense.” — Wednesday’s  Aurora  has  two 
columns  of  remarks  on  the  observations  made  in  our 
last  paper  respecting  an  article  (which  was  quoted 
entire)  signed  “Common  Sense.”  As,  in  respect  to 
the  chief  things  referred  to,  there  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  between  that  writer  and  myself,  1 can- 
not discover  any  good  as  likely  to  result  from  a 
continuanoe  of  the  controversy,  and  shall  decline 
it;  to  this  I am  also  induced  by  the  denial  of  com 
vion  justice^  which  would  have  granted  an  insertion 
to  my  articles  precedent  to  any  remarks  upon  them. 

Col.  Anderson. — The  imprudent  conduct  of  col. 
Anderson  has  started  several  questions  as  to  the 
lights  and  privileges  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tiv.  s that  yet  seem  unsettled,  though  the  case  that 
originated  the  discussions  respecting  them  has  been 
dismissed,  without,  perhaps,  having  satisfied  either 
party.  The  doctrine  of  contempt  may  easily  be  ex- 
tended to  a most  dangerous  length — yet  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  must  be  protected  from  in- 
sult. We  shall  make  an  effort  to  preserve  the  sub- 
stance of  the  debate  on  those  subjects,  by  inkcrting 
Mr.  Speticer^s  speech  on  one  side,  and  some  other 
gentleman’s  on  the  other. 

We  would  hope,  from  the  facts  stated,  that  col. 
Anderson  meant  only  to  expedite  a settlement  of 
the  claims  with  which  he  was  charged,  d'he  tes- 
timony in  his  behalf  is  interesting  and  affecting — 
and  the  history  of  his  sufferings  and  services  can- 
not be  read  with  indifference  by  any.  And,  we 
trust,  that  any  resentment  which  may  have  been 
excited  by  his  conduct  towards  Mr.  ffWiams,  which 
was  certainly  improper,  and  properly  resented  and 
exposed,  will  not  be  suffered  to  operate  to  the  in- 
jury of  those  who  have  confided  their  business  to 
his  care. 

Public  officf.rs  and  clerks.  An  important  pub- 
lic service  may  be  rendered  if  a thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  ofiCn  repeated  insinuations  of  corrup- 
tion in  the  public  officers  and  clerks  at  Wa.shington 
city,  shall  grow  out  of  the  late  proceedings  of 
congress  on  the  subject.  1 have  no  personal  know- 
ledge that  any  such  corruption  exists;  but  charges 
of  it  have  been  familiar  to  me  for  neavlv  twentv 
Vox.  Xin. 23. 


years  past,  and  almost  every  boily  seems  to  believe 
that  it  exists  extensively  there.  If  tfiis,  which  I 
take  to  be  a general  impression,  is  erroneous,  the 
people  ought  to  be  undeceived — if  it  is  well  found- 
ed, the  guilty  should  be  exposed  and  punis’ied. 

Col.  Anderson's  silly,  or  infamous,  proposal  to 
Mr.  Williams,  was  in  the  true  spirit  of  what  com- 
mon fame  has  said  was  the  best  way  to  get  an  ac- 
count settled  at  Washington;  and  he  seems  to  be 
somewhat  excusable  on  that  account.  I do  not 
know  that  it  has  been  apprehended  that  money  was 
paid  to  pass  account.s  which  were  in  themselves  un- 
just— but  it  was  understood  as  having  been  paid  to 
to  get  them  through  promptly;  and  the  necessity  of 
“currying  favor”  with  some  subordinate,  I have 
heard  spoken  of  as  a matter  of  course.  Tlie  J\'a- 
iionul  Intelligencer,  speaking  on  this  matter,  say.s — 
“It  appears,  that  rumors  have  been  afloat  in  the 
country  of  such  practices;  we  can  only  say,  the  in- 
formation is  new  to  us — and  we  trust  and  believe 
the  enquiry  will  result  in  a conviction  that  nothing 
of  the  sort  has  occurred,  more  blameable  than  the 
receiving  a compensation  for  labor  done  at  hours 
when  the  offices  were  not  open,  and  when  the  time 
and  labor  of  the  clerks  employed  in  them  are  of 
course  their  own  property.”. 

The  time  when  the  clerks  are  not  employed  in 
the  offices,  is  certainly  their  own,  and  they  have  a 
right  to  dispose  of  it  as  they  please — but  the  suspi- 
cion is,  that  they  purposely  delay  seUli?ments  of 
certain  accounts  during  office  hours,  for  the  employ- 
ment of  that  time  most  advantageously. 

I mention  these  things,  not  because  I pretend  to 
know  anything  about  them,  (for  if  I did  I would 
frankly  state  it  at  once) — but  to  give  information 
of  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  public  sentiment  on 
the  subject;  that,  if  it  is  thought  worthy  of  it, 
the  enquiry  may  be  directed  so  as  to  meet  it — and 
it  is  a great  grievance  that  men  of  honorable  minds, 
as  I know  some  of  the  clerks  to  be,  should  be  lia- 
ble to  censures  so  humiliating  and  oppressive,  even 
if  some  few  are  really  deserving  of  them. 

NAVAL  depot  IN  THE  CHESAPEAKE.  We  have  been 
furnished  with  a copy  of  a very  able  report,  deli, 
vered  by  Mr.  Hughes  to  the  corporation  of  the  city, 
entitled — ^'Annapolis  considered  as  a suitable  situation 
for  a great  naval  depot,  and  arsenal for  marine  stores.’* 
Without  violating  the  fundamental  rules  on  which 
the  Weekly  Reglster  is  conducted,  we  could  not 
have  given  place  to  the  essay  in  the  present  sheet; 
and  indeed,  at  this  .season  of  the  year  we  are  al- 
ways pressed  for  room  to  dispose  of  the  public 
current  matter  that  immediately  belongs  to  the 
work:  we  shall,  however,  soon  give  an  abstract  of 
this  ingenious  essay,  if  we  do  not  insert  it  entire, — 
presuming  that  copies  of  it  have  been  transmitted 
to  all  who  have  influence  in  a consideration  of  the 
interesting  question,  as  to  the  location  of  a naval 
depot  in  the  Chssapcake  Bay.  The  editor  does 
not  pretend  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  subject 
treated  of,  but  the  arguments  in  favor  of  Annapolis 
seem  irresistable,  the  whole  facts  being  considereJ, 
except  on  account  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  which  it  seems  to  be  ascertained  may  be  re. 
moved  so  uf,  to  admit  ships  of  the  largest  class,  at 
a very  trifling  expense. 
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Newspapers. — We  have,  since  our  last,  only  re- 
ceived a list  of  newspapers  published  in  Vermont. 
On  the  subject  of  our  proposed  list,  the  has 

tlie  f llov/inj^  remarks: 

“We  would  propose  when  the  list  is  completed, 
that  Mr,  Niles  would  commence  an  inve.stigation 
into  the  following  particulars. 

ilow  many  of  those  newspapers  are  conducted 
with  judgment  and  capacity,  such  as  should 
characterise  the  free  press  of  a free  nation. 

How  many  with  an  honest  regard  to  republican 
principles. 

How  many  of  th'^m  are  sufficiently  well  read  in 
the  history  of  their  own  country,  or  in  history 
generally,  to  be  qualified  to  inform  a people 
to  whom  kno~oleilge  and  virtue^  are  above  all 
things,  most  precious  and  necessary. 

Ilow  many  whose  editors  are  competent  to  write 
with  common  sense  on  any  subject. 

How  many  of  them  use  the  scissors  to  extract 
other  men^s  labor,  and  feed  upon  others  men’s 
brains. 

How  many  of  them  are  really  free  and  indepen- 
dent of'official  power  or  influence. 

How  many  of  them  exist  by  their  baseness  and 
servility,  to  men  in  power,  to  faction,  or  to  am- 
bitious individuals. 

How  many  of  them  are  a disgrace  to  a free  state 
and  a free  press.” 

q^No  doubt  there  are  too  “many”  editors  and 
newspapers  that  would  be  seriously  affected  by  a 
just  answer  of  several  of  those  queries — and  per- 
Jians,  few  of  ms  would  escape  the  suspicion,  at  least, 
of  being  liable  to  discredit  from  one  or  another  of 
tiiem — and  we  decline  any  attempt  at  such  an  “in- 
vestigation”— those  v/ho  read  must  each  one  make 
it  for  himself,  and  it  is  right  and  proper  that  he| 
should  do  so.  


Virginia  Armory. 

Operations  for  the  year  ending  J\'ov.  30, 1817. 
Amount  of  materials  on  hand — list  of  materials  pur- 
chased— cost  of  workmanship — contingencies — 
repairs  and  improvements — officers^  salaries,  rent 
of  water  from  the  canal,  ^95,618  02 

By  materials  on  hand  and  repairs  of  many 
old  muskets,  pistols,  and  swords — mak- 
ing 292  rifles  at  gl7  50  and  45S6  mus- 
kets at  11  30,  nearly,  95,618  02 


A proposition  was  laid  before  the  legislature  to 
sell  or  lease  the  factory,  or  to  discontinue  the  ope- 
rations of  the  establishment  after  October  1818. 

The  public  arms  on  hand  at  the  armory  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

29,316  Muskets  in  order  for  service,  composed  of 
new  arms,  and  of  old  arms  which  have  been 
repaired- 

406  Old-ir.uskets  newly  stocked  but  not  finished. 

2,637  Old  muskets  in  the  very  worst  order,  and  of 
very  inferior  quality. 

1,125  Rifles  in  order  for  service,  composed  of 
new  rifles,  made  at  the  armory,  and  by 
contract,  and  of  old  rifles  which  have  been 
repaired. 

108  Old  rifles  out  of  repair. 

811  Pistols  in  order  for  service. 

3,993  Cavalry  swords. 

783  Artillery  do. 

243  Old  cutlasses. 

6 Pieces  brass  cannon,  24  pounders. 

6 Iron  ditto  12  do. 

14  do  do  4 do. 


1 Brass  13  inch  mortar,  mounted. 

1 do  16  inch  do  unmounted. 

45  Tons  cannon  shot,  assorted  sizes,  from  4 
prs.  to  32  prs. 

3.700  lbs.  Grape  shot,  for  32  pounders. 

2.700  lbs.  do  do  for  24  do. 

1,250  lbs.  do  do  for  12  do. 

334  13  inch  bomb  shells,  and  644  16  inch  do. 
297  Screw  drivers,  1,138 ball  screws. 

295  Melting  ladles,  and  1 set  wheels  heavy  can- 
non. 

1 Gin  and  sling  for  mounting  cannon. 


Trade  of  Boston. 


Arrh'als  and  clearances  for  the  year  1817. 


VESSELS 

ARRIVED. 

VESSELS 

CLEARED. 

PROM  AND  FOR. 

86 

30 

England. 

23 

22 

France. 

41 

50 

East-Indies  and  China. 

305 

256 

West  Indies  and  Spanish  Maine 

29 

16 

Russia  and  North  of  Europe. 

13 

29 

Holland. 

17 

14 

Brazils  and  South- America. 

4 

8 

Africa. 

t A 

c 

C Cape  de  Verds,  Madeira,  and 

D 

4 Canaries. 

187 

184 

British  provinces  in  America. 

39 

50 

Gibraltar  and  Mediterranean. 

17 

21 

Spain  and  Portugal. 

775 

685 

Total  arriirals  and  clearances. 

ARRIVED.  CCEARED. 

Foreign  ports,  . . . 775  685 

•Coastwise,  . . . . 1690  1994 

The  vessels  that  arrived  and  departed,  in  the 
same  time,  laden  with  lumber,  &c.  which  are  not 
required  to  enter  or  clear,  are  estimated  at  2000 — 
making  a grand  total  of  7103  arrivals  and  depar- 
tures for  that  port  in  the  year  1817. 

The  vessels  that  arrived  from  foreign  ports  -were — 
American  . . . . . 520 

English 251 

French  ......  2 

Danish  . . , . . . 1 

Swedish 1 

775 

[The  facts  stated  above  are  derived  from  the 
books  of  the  “Merchants’  Hall,”  at  Boston.  VVe 
have  thrown  them  into  tabular  form  for  more  easy 
use  and  reference.] 

The  “Palladium”  gives  the  names  fifty-eight 
ships  and  txoenty-two  brigs,  now  absent  from  that 
port,  on  voyages  to  India,  China,  North-West  Coast 
and  South  Se^s. 


Amelia  Island. 

DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  MESSAGE  OP  THE  PRE- 
SIDENT TO  CONGRESS,  ON  THE  12tH  INSTANT. 

Department  of  rear,  January  12^5,  1818. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the 
orders  which  have  been  given  by  the  acting  secre- 
tary of  war  to  major  Bankhead,  in  relation  to  tak- 
ing possession  of  Amelia  Island,  and  copies  of  the 
communications  which  have  been  made  to  this  de- 
partment by  that  officer,  which  embrace  all  the 
information  in  my  possession. 
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I have  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

U.  S.  ship  John  Adams^  off  Amelia , Pec.  22,  1817. 

Sir — \V’’e  have  received  orders  from  our  govern- 
ment to  take  possession  of  Amelia  Island  and  to 
.occupy  the  post  of  Fernundina  with  a part  of  our 
force,  which  will  be  moved  over  as  soon  as  it  will 
be  convenient  for  your  troops  to  evacuate  it. 

To  avoid  unnecessary  delay,  we  think  proper  at 
this  time  to  inform  you,  in  the  event  of  your  acqui- 
escence in  this  demand,  that  you  will  be  at  liberty 
to  depart  with  the  forces  under  your  command,  and 
such  property  as  belongs  unquestionably  to  them 
will  be  held  sacred. 

You  are  to  leave  the  public  property  found  by 
gen.  McGregor  at  Fernandina,  in  the  same  condition 
it  w.is  taken,  and  the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Amelia  Island  must  be  restored  to  them,  where  they 
have  been  forcibly  dispossessed  of  it,  and  no  depre- 
dations on  private  property  from  this  period  will 
be  permitted  with  impunity. 

Should  you,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  refuse  to  give  us 
peaceable  possession  of  the  island, the  consequences 
of  resistance  must  rest  with  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servants,  J.  D.  HENLEY, 

Capt,  in  the  navy  and  comd.  in  chief  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  U.  S.  off  Amelia. 

JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Maj.  1st  battalion  artillery,  comd.  land  forces. 
Oen.  Aury,  commander  in  chief 

of  the  forces  at  Fernandina. 

Head  quarters,  Fernandina,  Island  of  Amelia, 
Dec.  22d,  1817,  and  8th  of  the  Independence. 

Gestlf.mkx — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
official  letter  of  this  day  The  nature  of  its  contents 
requiring  mature  deliberation,  I have  submitted 
the  same  to  the  representatives  of  the  republic,  and, 
as  soon  as  I shall  have  obtained  their  opinion,  it 
shall  be  immediately  sent  to  you. 

I can,  however,  state  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  no 
opposition  will  be  made  to  surrender  the  island  of 
Amelia,  on  the  part  of  this  government. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  consideration, 
gentlemen,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
AUltY,  commander  in  chief. 
Com.  J.  D.  Henley,  and  maj.  Bankhead,  &c.  &c. 

on  board  the  United  States^  ship  Joint  Adams. 

\^JIere  follotvs  the  letter  from  com.  Aury,  inserted  in 
our  last  paper,  page  339.] 

U.  S.  ship  John  Adams, 
off  Amelia  Island,  Dec.  23  1,  1817. 

Sir — We  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
communication  of  22d  inst.  and  will  briefly  remark 
that,  as  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
we  are  bound  to  obey  the  orders  emanating  from 
the  authorities  of  our  government,  without  any  dis- 
cussion or  animadversion  on  our  part  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  them.  We  have  been  ordered  by  the 
president  of  the  L^nited  States  to  take  possession  of 
Amelia  Island,  and,  as  the  president  has  expressed 
his  solicitude  that  the  effusion  of  blood  may  be 
avoided,  if  possible,  it  must  be  gratifyin.g  to  us  to 
be  informed  by  you  tliat  no  resistance  will  be  made 
to  us. 

We  will  again  remark  that  private  property  will 
be  sacred,  and  that  our  orders  extend  only  to  the 


public  property  captured  by  gen.  .McGregor  at  Fer- 
nandina. 

We  propose  to  land  a force  to-day,  and  to  hoist 
the  American  flag.  Under  that  flag  no  oppressive 
or  unjust  measures  will  ever  be  witnessed;  and  we 
feel  assured  that  there  will  be  no  difficulties  in  the 
arrangement  made  by  us. 

The  squadron  will  immediately  sail  into  the  har- 
bor, when  the  commanding  officer  of  the  land  forces 
will  wait  on  the  commander  in  chief  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  landing  of  the 
troops. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectively,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servants,  J.  D.  HENLI'.Y, 
Captain  in  the  navy,  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  U,  S.  naval  forces  off  Amelia. 

JAMES  BANKHEAD, 
Major  1st  battalion  of  artillery, 
and  commander  of  the  land  forces,  ^c, 
Gen.  Aury,  commander  in  chief 

of  the  forces  at  Fernandina. 

Head  quarter 3,  Fernandina,  Island  of  Arnelia, 
Dec.  23d,  1817,  and  8ih  of  the  independence. 
I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  this 
date.  I am  ready  to  surrender  this  place  to  the  for- 
ces under  your  command,  whenever  you  may  judge 
proper  tP  come  and  take  possession  thereof. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

AURY,  commander  in  chief. 

J.  D.  Henley,  esq.  captain  in  the  navy,  &c. 

Jas.  Bankhead,  esq.  major  Iji  bat.  &c. 

Department  of  roar,  17th  July,  1817. 
Sir — Circumstances  having  made  it  necessary  to 
occupy  without  delay.  Point  Petre,  and  the  St.  Ma- 
ry’s  river,  by  a military  and  naval  force,  I have  to 
request  that  you  will  instruct  the  officer  whom,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  issued  through  the  adjutant 
general,  you  may  detail  to  take  command  at  Point 
Petre,  to  co-operate  with  the  officer  command- 
ing the  naval  force  on  that  station,  in  such  mea- 
sures as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation  of  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  which  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend may  be  disturbed  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
test between  the  Spanish  royalists  and  patriots,  for 
the  occupation  of  the  adjacent  territory.  The  offi- 
cer wull  be  instructed  to  use  due  vigilance  to  pre- 
vent the  violation  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  particular  to  prevent  the 
illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States; 
and  in  order  to  do  this  the  more  eftectually,  he  will 
prohibit  all  vessels  freighted  with  slaves  from  en- 
tering the  river  St.  Mary’s. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  GEO.  GRAHAM. 
The  officer  commanding  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  George  Graluim,  acting  se» 
ere t ary  of  IV ar,  to  major  James  Bankhead,  Charles^ 
ton,  S.  C.  dated  Mv.  12th,  1817. 

“I  am  instructed  by  the  president  to  direct  you 
to  repair  immediately  to  Point  Petre,  with  the  ef- 
fective force  under  your  command,  leaving  only  an 
officer  and  a few  men  as  a guard  at  forts  Moulti’le 
and  Johnson.  Captain  W ilson  has  been  ordered  to 
repair  with  his  company,  now  at  fort  Johnson,  North 
Carolina,  to  Point  Petre,  and  a detachment  of  new 
recruits,  under  the  command  of  captain  Hook,  who 
was  on  his  route  to  join  the  4lh  infantry,  has  also 
been  ordered  to  that  place.  The  troops  enumerat- 
ed above,  and  those  now  stationed  at  Point  Petre, 
Will  constitute  a force  of  more  than  two  hundreil 


S48 


NILES’  REGISTER-. lANLAUV  2 i,  1818— AMELIA-ISLANi). 


men,  of  v/hicb  you  will  take  the  command  until  the' 
arrival  of  general  Gaines.  A remittance  of  five 
thousand  dollars  has  been  made  to  your  battalion 
quartermaster,  whom  you  will  take  with  you:  and 
you  will  make  requisitions  for  tlie  n.ecessary  supply 
of  provisions,  on  the  contractor’s  agents.  It  will 
he  advisable  to  take  from  Charleston  a supply  of 
salt  meat,  and  a sufficient  quantity  of  flour  and 
h.ard  bread,  to  serve  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  for 
thirty  days  at.least.” 

Department  of  warf  1817. 

Sir — It  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  presi 
dent,  that  the  persons  who  have  lately  taken  posses- 
sion of  Amelia  island  have  done  it  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  any  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  or  of  any  orga-* 
nized  government  v.liatever,  and  for  purposes  un- 
friendly to,  and  incompatible  with,  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  he-  has  decided  to  break  up  that 
establishment,  and  take  temporary  possession  of 
Amelia  island:  for  this  purpose,  the  troops  ordered 
to  assemble  at  Point  Petre,  will  co-operate  with 
the  naval  force  which  has  been  ordered  to  St  Ma- 
ry’s, under  tlie  command  of  captain  Henly. 

It  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  president  that  this 
should  be  accomplished  without  the  effusion  of 
blood;  and  he  confidenlly  hopes,  that  the  force  des- 
tined for  the  purpose  will  be  of  such  an  imposing 
character,  as  to  induce  those  persons  who  now 
iiave  the  military  occupation  of  the  island,  to  aban- 
don it  without  the  exercise  offeree;  but  if  it  should 
be  found  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  force  must 
be  used.  You  will,  therefore,  immediately  on  the 
arrival  of  captain  Henley  at  St  Mary’s,  and,  in  con- 
junction with  him,  despatcli  an  officer  to  demand 
Vhe  abandonment  of  the  island,  by  those  who  now 
exercise  authority  there,  and  take  such  other 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  proper  to  obtain  the 
peaceable  possession  of  it;  also  for  the  preservation, 
of  the  property  of  those  persons  who  were  residents 
of  the  island  when  it  was  first  captured  by  general 
M’Gregor.  Shoirld  your  demand  for  the  evacua- 
tion of  Amelia  be  complied  with,  you  will  then 
occupy  with  a part  of  your  force  the  position  of 
Fernandina,  and  take  care  that  the  cannon  and 
other  implements  of  war  which  belonged  to  the  port 
when  captured  by  gen.  M’Gregor,  are  not  taken  off. 

If  peaceable  possession  of  the  island,  however, 
cannot  be  obtained,  and  should  it  be  the  opinion 
of  cajjtain  Henley  and  yourself,  that  your  joint  for- 
ces are  not  competent  to  the  prompt  and  certain 
recluciion  of  the  naval  and  military  forces  which 
may  ihen  occupy  the  harbor  and  post  of  Fernandi- 
na, you  will,  in  that  event,  make  a requisition  on 
general  Floyd,  or  such  other  officer  as  may  com- 
mand that  division  ofthe  militia  of  Georgia  in  which 
Poi:it  Petre  is  situated,  for  a force  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  men,  to  be  lield  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a moment’s  warning,  and  await  the  arrival  of 
general  Gaines,  who  has  been  ordered  to  Point  Pe- 
tre, for  ulterior  measures. 

.You  will  take  with  you  from  Charleston  the  ne- 
cessary military  stores,  and  such  heavy  cannon  as 
may  be  required  for  the  reduction  of  the  fort  on 
Amelia  island,  in  the  event  of  resistance. 

.\s  no  answer  has  been  received  to  the  commu- 
ricaiion  addressed  to  you  from  this  department  on 
the  17th  .iuly  last,  it  becomes  necessary  that  the 
receip  t of  this  should  be  acknowledged,  and  that  you 
also  advise  this  department  regularly  of  your  move- 
ments. 

I have  ihe  honor  to  be,  &c.  GEO.  GRAHAM. 
Jifajor  James  Bankhead^ 

commajidinj  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Fernandina,  Amelia  hln  id,  Dec.  24^/»  1817. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  cor- 
respondence held  with  general  Auiy,  the  late 
commander  of  this  place,  and  to  inform  you,  that 
the  American  flag  was  raised  here  yesterday  after- 
noon. 

Several  days  will  elapse  before  gen.  Aury  can 
withdraw  his  followers,  but  I have  taken  every 
measure  to  ensure  tranquility,  by  ordering  all  his 
black  soldiers  to  be  embarked  on  board  one  of  the 
ships  lying  in  the  port,  and  by  not  suffering  any 
person  to  appear  in  the  town  with  arms,  but  his 
officers;  and  the  moment  their  vessels  are  prepar- 
ed to  receive  the  wliole  of  them,  they  shall  depart. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  at  this  time, 
are  followers  of  Aury,  and  those  persons  who  have 
been  drawm  here  from  motives  of  speculation,  who 
are,  I suspect,  of  that  profligate  character  general- 
ly engaged  in  the  violation  or  evasion  of  our  reve- 
nue laws.  I shall,  therefore,  consult  with  commo- 
dore Henley,  and  will  enforce  such  regulations  as 
may  be  most  likely  to  preserve  order,  until!  receive 
orders  from  government. 

Until  this  place  is  completely  evacuated  by  this 
band  of  negroes  and  privateersmen,  I have  deemed 
it  prudent  to  keep  the  whole  of  my  force  here.  On 
their  departure  I shall  move  all  but  one  company  to 
Point  Petre. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  JAMES  BANKHEAD, 
Major  1st  battalion  artillery,  S.  D. 
commanding  detachment  U.  S.  troops. 
George  Graham,  esq.  acting  secretary  of  war. 

Fernandina,  Amelia  Island,  Dec.  27,  1817. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  war  de- 
partment, on  the  24th  inst,  a copy  of  the  correspon- 
dence witl)  gen.  Aury,  previous  to  the  landing  of  the 
troops  under  my  command;  and  I herewith  send  st 
duplicate  ofthe  same. 

Some  difficulty  has  arisen  from  a want  of  compe- 
tent authority,  to  settle  the  disputed  claims  of  the 
residents  of  this  place  against  the  late  government 
and  the  followers  of  Aury,  who  do  not  seem  dispos- 
ed to  comply  with  their  engagements. 

One  or  two  vessels  have  arrived  here  with  car- 
goes, which  the  owners  are  desirous  to  land,  and  it 
might  be  improper  to  permit  it  without  obtaining 
security  for  the  duties  which  the  laws  ofthe  Unit- 
ed States  require;  and  other  vessels  loaded  in  this 
port  have  met  with  some  delay  in  clearing  for  their 
destination;  but  the  counsel  of  gen  Gaines,  who  ar- 
rived  here  last  night,  will  regulate  my  conduct, 
and  will,  in  a great  measure,  relieve  my  anxiety. 

I have  been  obliged  to  exercise  my  authority,  as 
commanding  officer  at  this  place,  to  preserve  order; 
and  I am  happy  to  say,  that  nothing  unpleasant  has 
occurred.  I cannot  say  when  gen.  Aury  and  his  par- 
ty will  sail.  Their  vessels  are  much  out  of  order 
and  their  arrangements  to  that  effect  progress  but 
slowly.  The  morning  after  Handed,  1 ordered  all 
the  black  and  French  troops  to  be  embarked  on 
board  some  of  their  vessels;  but  the  crews  of  their 
privateers,  and  many  others  of  all  nations,  whom  it 
is  difficult  to  restrain  from  violence  and  excess,  are 
still  here. 

Until  I am  honored  with  your  instructions,  Ihope 
that  the  course  Imay  pursue  may  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  president. 

Gen.  Gaines  leaves  this  for  the  western  frontier 
of  Georgia  the  day  after  to  morrow. 

I have  the  honor,  &c.  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 
Maj.  1st  bat.  art.  and  command’g  this  post. 
To  the  hon.  the  secretary  of  war. 
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jVavy  department y Jan.  13/A,  1818. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  co- 
pies of  orders  to  capt.  John  II.  Elton,  and  commo- 
dore John  D.  Henley,  in  relation  to  Amelia  island; 
also  a letter  from  the  latter  officer,  communicating 
information  of  the  surrender  of  that  place  to  the 
military  and  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  correspondence  wliich  took  place 
on  that  occasion. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H W.  CROWXINSHIELD. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

J^avy  department y July  \^y  1817. 

Sir — Proceed  immediately  with  the  United 
States*  brig  Saranac  under  your  command  to  the 
river  St.  Mary’s  in  Georgia,  and  inform  the  milita- 
ry commander  of  your  arrival,  and  of  the  objects 
specially  designated  to  you  in  these  orders. 

The  recent  occupation  of  Amelia  island  by  an 
officer  in  the  service  of  the  Spanish  revolutionists, 
occasions  just  apprehensions,  that  from  the  vicini- 
ty to  the  coast  of  Georgia,  attemps  will  be  made 
to  introduce  slaves  into  the  United  States,  contra- 
ry to  the  existing  laws;  and  further  attempts  at  il- 
licit trade  in  smuggling  goods  in  violation  of  our  re- 
venue laws. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  detain  and  search  eve- 
ry vessel,  under  whatever  flag,  which  may  enter 
the  river  St.  Mary’s  or  be  found  hovering  upon 
the  coast  under  suspicious  circumstances,  and  seize 
every  vessel  freighted  with  slaves,  or  whose  doubt- 
ful character  and  situation  shall  indicate  an  inten- 
tion of  smuggling. 

In  the  execution  of  these  orders  you  will  take 
special  care  not  to  interrupt  or  detain  any  vessels 
sailing  with  regular  papers,  and  of  a national  cha- 
racter, upon  a lawful  voyage  to  or  from  a port  or 
ports  of  t'.ie  United  States. 

The  traffic  in  slaves  is  intended  to  be  restrained, 
and,  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  you  will  ex- 
ercise your  sound  judgment  in  regard  to  all  vessels 
you  may  visit. 

Communicate  frequently  to  this  department,  eve- 
ry event  connected  with  this  service,  and,  if  it 
shall  be  found  necessary,  a further  naval  force  will 
be  sent,  either  to  strengthen  your  command,  or  to 
relieve  you  so  as  to  pursue  your  original  destination. 
If  you  find  it  necessary  upon  your  arrival  at  St  Ma- 
ry’s to  employ  a good  pilot  well  acquainted  with 
the  coast,  rivers,  and  inlets,  you  are  authorized  to 
do  so. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELI). 

Captain  John  H.  EltoHy  commanding 

United  States*  brig  SaranaCy  JYew  York. 

JVavy  departmenty  JVov.  14,  1817. 

Sir— Having  been  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  United  States’  ship  John  Adams,  you  are  here- 
by ordered,  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  proceed to 
the  port  of  St.  Mary’s,  in  Georgia,  taking  with  you 
the  United  States’  brigs  Enterprize  and  Prome- 
theus, and  the  schooner  Lynx,  if  the  two  latter  have 
arrived  in  Xew  York,  and  are  in  a state  of  readi- 
ness to  accompany  you;  but  you  will  not  procrasti- 
nate the  departure  gf  the  ship  John  Adams  on  ac- 
count of  these  vessels,  as  any  of  them  not  fully 
prepared  to  proceed  with  you  shall  be  ordered  to 
join  you  as  soon  as  practicable  at  St.  Mary’s,  at 
which  place  you  will  find  the  United  States’  brig 
Saranac,  captain  John  H.  Ellon,  and  gun-boat  No. 


168,  lieutenant  commandant  R.  M’Call,  both  of 
which  vessels  will  act  under  your  orders. 

The  object  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
in  ordering  this  naval  force  to  the  St.  .Mari’s,  is  to 
remove  from  .Amelia  island  the  persons  who  have 
lately  taken  possession  thereof,  and,  as  it  is  under- 
stood and  believed,  w’itliout  authority  from  the  co- 
lonies, or  any  organized  government  whatevei*,  and 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  United  Stales.  P has 
therefore  been  determined  that  these  persons  shall 
be  removed  from  that  island,  and  tliat  possession 
shall  be  taken  for  the  present,  by  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States. 

On  your  arrival  at  St.  Mary’s,  you  will  consult 
with  the  officer  commanding  the  military  fo  ce, 
wlio  is  instructed  to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  service. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  persons  will  withdraw  with- 
out bloodshed;  and  you  will,  for  this  purpose, 
should  your  relative  rank  be  superior  to  that  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  land  forces,  make  known 
to  the  chief  commanding  in  Amelia,  the  determi- 
nation of  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
take  possession  of  the  island,  and  if  the  said  chief, 
and  the  armed  forces  under  his  command,  will 
peaceably  quit  the  island,  you  will  permit  them  so 
to  do,  taking  special  care  that  no  depredations  be 
committed  on  the  inhabitants,  whom  it  will  be  your 
duty  to  protect  from  violation  or  injury,  eitlier  in 
tlieir  persons  or  properly. 

Should  the  force,  however,  now  in  command  of 
the  island,  contrary  to  all  expectations,  resist  and 
refuse  absolutely  to  give  up  and  abandon  the  same, 
you  are,  in  co-operation  with  the  military  force  of 
the  United  States,  to  proceed  and  take  possession  of 
the  island,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Should  you  fall  in  with,  on  your  W’ay  to  St.  Mary’s, 
or  find  in  Amelia,  any  vessels  from  the  United 
States,  armed  and  equipped  by  American  citizens, 
acting  as  privateers,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  ihe 
United  States,  yem  will  capture  such,  and  send 
them  to  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  to  be  dealt  w’ith  ac- 
cording to  law. 

You  w'ill  detain  all  prizes,  or  other  vessels,  hav- 
ing slaves  on  board,  as  the  presumption  is  strong 
that  they  ai  e intended  to  be  smuggled  into  the  Unit- 
ed States.  You  will  report,  from  time  to  time,  to 
t his  department,  the  operations  of  the  force  under 
your  command. 

1 am,  very  respectfidly,  &c. 

B.  W.  CROWNINSHIELD. 

Com.  J.  T>.  Henley. 

P.  S.  These  orders  are  not  to  be  delivered  to 
any  person. 

JJ.  S.  ship  John  AdamSy  off  Ameliay  Dec.  24,  1817. 

Sir— I have  the  honor  to  transmit  a copy  of  the 
correspondence  witli  general  Aury,  late  comman- 
der of  this  place,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Ame- 
rican flag  was  yesterday  lioisLed  at  Eernandina,  and 
the  Island  of  Amelia  taken  possession  of  by  the  land 
forces  under  major  Bankhead,  of  the  United  Stales 
artillery. 

The  black  troops  of  general  Aury  have  been  em- 
barked on  board  one  of  their  ships  lying  in  the  port, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  followers  will  be  sent  of} 
the  Island,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangement? 
can  be  made  for  the  purpose.  They  are  now  engag 
edin  watering  their  ships,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
week  I hope  to  see  all  of  them  over  the  bar. 

Most  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  place 
retired  on  its  capture  by  M’Gregor,  and  those  now 
I'.ere  are  principally  adventurers  who  have  been  at- 
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racted  by  motives  of  speculation,  and,  as  I suspect 
and  have  every  reason  to  believe,  been  engaged  in 
the  violation  of  our  revenue  laws,  to  prevent  which 
in  future,  such  precautions  will  be  taken  as  are 
vdthin  my  power,  and  which  will  I presume  be  ade- 
quate to  the  purpose. 

This  will  be  sent  by  an  express  to  Darien,  the 
mail  leaving  this  place  but  once  a week. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  J.  D.  HENLEY. 
Hon.B,W.Cro-wninshield,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

XI.  S.  ship  John  Mams,  off  Jimeliay  Dec.  30.  ISlf. 

Sin — Since  my  arrival  here  I have  been  so  much 
engaged  that  I have  not  had  one  moment  to  write 
to  my  friends.  You  no  doubt,  however,  have  some 
idea  of  my  situation;  and  from  my  official  reports 
know  that  the  American  flag  is  now  flying  on  Ame- 
lia island.  As  there  are  many  novel  cases  which 
must  present  themselves,  I should  have  been  belter 
pleased  had  my  instructions  been  full;but  we  are  now 
left  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require;  and  I am 
fearful  that  Aury  and  his  followers  will  give  us  much 
trouble  before  they  quit  the  island.  I am  sorry  to 
add  that  the  Americans  appear  to  be  much  worse 
than  any  others.  Should  we  be  able  to  get  through 
this  business  so  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
department,  I shall  feel  much  gratified;  but  I trust 
tiiat  should  I err  in  any  steps  that  I may  take,  it 
will  be  considered  by  the  president  as  an  error  of 
judgment;  for  I do  assure  you  that  nothing  would 
be  so  pleasing  to  me  as  to  have  my  conduct  here 
approved  by  the  executive.  I have  endeavored  to 
keep  as  close  to  the  letter  of  my  instructions  as 
possible,  and  have  avoided  every  difficulty  that  I 
possibly  could.  I regret  very  much  the  difficulty 
of  communicating  with  the  government.  VVe  have 
only  one  mail  per  week,  and  that  does  not  remain 
in  St.  Mary’s  long  enough  to  enable  us  to  answer 
letters  that  we  may  receive  by  it. 

The  situation  of  my  ships  you  are  no  doubt  ac- 
quainted with,  as  I have  written  several  times  to 
the  secretary  on  that  subject.  I,  however,  do  not 
wish  to  leave  this  place  until  every  thing  is  settled, 
and  the  government  have  established  some  kind  of 
police  for  the  better  government  of  this  place, 
which  I am  in  hopes  will  take  place  erelong.  I 
am  fearful  that  Aury  expects  that  the  American 
government  will  relinquish  Amelia;  which  impres- 
sion will  retard  his  departure. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  J.  D,  HENLEY. 
ffon.B.  W.  Crowmnshicld,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

^tExtract  from  the  capitulation  of  the  Island  of  Ame- 
lia,” dated  at  Fernandina,  29th  June,  1817,  and 
signed  by  “Francisco  Morales  and  Joseph  de 
Yribarren,”  attested  by  “Bernardo  Segin”  and 
“approved”  by  “Gregor  MacGregor.” 

^‘Brig^dier  General  MacGregor,  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  forces,  both  naval  and  military,  des- 
tined to  effect  the  independence  of  the  Pioridas, 
and  authorized  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  republics  of  Mexico,  Buenos  Ayres,  New-Gre- 
nada,  and  Venezuela,  offers  to  Don  Francisco  Mo- 
rales, Capitan  del  regimiento  de  Cuba^  and  comman- 
dant, civil  and  military,  of  the  Island  of  Amelia, 
the  following  terms,  &c.  &c. 

Extract  from  a proclamation  of  Gregor  MacGregor, 
dated  head-quarters,  Amelia  Island,  June  30, 
1817,  and  sigried'“Gregor  MacGregor,**  attested 
by  “Jos.  Yribarren,  secretary.’* 

“PROCLAMATION. 

“Gregor  MacGregor,  Brigadier  General  of  the 
armies  of  the  united  provinces  of  Ncw-Grenada  and 


Venezuela,  and  general  in  chief  of  the  armies  of 
the  two  Floridas,  commissioned  by  the  supreme 
directors  of  Mexico,  South  America,**  &c.  &c. 

“In  the  name  of  the  independent  governments  ot 
South  America,  wliich  1 have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, I thank  you  for  this  first  proof  of  your  ardor 
and  devotion  to  her  cause,  and  I trust  that,  impel- 
led by  the  same  noble  principles,  you  will  soon  be 
able  to  free  the  whole  of  the  Floridas  from  tyrannj 
and  oppression,” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  gen.  Aury  to  capt.  J.  D. 
Henley,  commanding  the  United  States  naval 
forces  off  Amelia  island  and  to  major  James  Rank- 
head,  commanding  the  United  Sta’:e3  militarv 
forces  off  the  same  place,  dated  at  “Head-quar 
ters,  Fernandina,  Island  of  Amelia,  December 
22nd,  1817.” 

“Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  observe  to  you,  that 
from  the  moment  we  took  Fernandina  by  the  force 
of  our  arms,  we  entered  into  full  possession  of  all 
the  rights  appertaining  to  our  enemy,  and  that  to 
this  day  we  have  supported  these  rights  at  the  risk 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes.  The  boundaries  of  the 
Floridas  and  the  United  States,  having  been  fairly 
settled  by  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and  na- 
vigation, on  the  twenty  seventh  of  October,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  leave  us, 
at  a loss  to  ascertain  your  authority  to  interfere  in 
our  internal  concerns.” 

The  following,  though  not  submitted  to  congress, 
may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  history  of 
the  establishments  at  Galvezton  and  Amelia. 

Fernandixa,  Dec.  12. 

From  tfw  commander  in  chief  to  the  honorable  assem* 
bly  of  representatives. 

Gentlemen — Some  remarks  having  of  late  been 
made  in  the  United  States,  and  the  message  of  the 
president  tending  to  create  suspicions  on  the  legali- 
ty of  the  first  establishment  formed  in  the  bay  of 
Galvezton,  province  of  Texas,  anxious  to  remove 
any  doubt  that  might  exist  in  the  mind  of  the  pub- 
lic, relative  to  the  aiuhority  under  which  I act- 
ed, and  to  prove  that  from  its  very  commence- 
ment, all  my  cares  were  directed  towards  aiding 
and  sustaining  the  cause  of  the  independence 
of  Mexico,  and  not  to  serve  my  private  views  or 
interest,  or  those  of  any  other;  I have  now  the  ho- 
nor to  lay  before  this  honorable  body,  the  original 
documents  concerning  the  same,  and  beg  leave  to 
state  briefly  the  following  facts,  well  known  to  all 
who  were  with  me;  some  of  whom  are  sitting  in 
this  assembly,  who  can  correct  me  if  I err. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Carthage,  (S.  A.)  by  the 
few  republicans,  who  preferred  forcing  their  way 
through  the  Spanish  fleet,  or  perish  sword  in  hand 
rather  than  surrender  to  general  Morillo;  I pro- 
ceeded with  the  squadron  under  rny  command  to 
the  island  of  St.  Domingo  to  obtain  provisions.— 
My  brave  followers  seeing  all  hopes  lost  of  render- 
ing any  assistance  to  the  cause  of  New-Grenada, 
whose  liberties  were  crushed  in  the  fall  of  Cartha- 
gena,  now  looked  around  whither  to  direct  their 
steps  to  offer  their  services,  and  to  spill  their  blood 
in  the  cause  of  American  independence  and  free- 
dom. The  patriots  under  generals  Cadenas  and 
Gutierrez,who  were  at  that  time  struggling  for  their 
rights  in  the  province  of  Texas,  attracted  their  at- 
tention, ^nd  it  was  determined  that  we  should  pro- 
ceed as  soon  as  possible  to  the  bay  of  Galvezton, 
where  we  arrived  witli  several  prizes  some  time  in 
July.  I immediately  wrote  D.  Manuel  ^e  Herrera, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  of  Mexich, 
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to  the  United  Slates,  then  at  New  O'  leans,  who  an- 
swered me,  and  hailed  my  arrival  as  the  means  of 
accelerating’  the  execution  of  plans  for  establishi'-g 
forever  the  independence  of  Mexico.  Mr.  Uerrf  : -a 
sliortly  after  arrived,  and  at  a meeting  of  .heoffi 
cers,  to  whom  he  exliibited  his  credentials  from  the 
congress  of  Mexico,  an  act  or  convention  was  sign- 
ed on  the  12th  of  September,  1816,  and  Galvczion 
was  declared  and  acknowledged  Pueto  Habillitado 
of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  I was  appointed  civil 
and  military  governor,  and  instructions  were  left 
me  to  be  observed  unless  contrary  orders  weie  given 
by  the  congress  itself,  with  whom  I was  to  commu- 
nicate monthly  or  as  often  as  1 possibly  could.  Mr 
Herrera,  after  having  established  the  government, 
appointed  a court  of  admiralty,  named  an  adminis- 
trator of  public  revenues,  and  collector  of  customs, 
&c.  Sec. — and  duly  sworn  all  the  officers,  civil  and 
military,  sailed  in  the  armed  schooner  general  Mo 
relos,  captain  Bougier,  for  Boquilla  de  Piedras, 
from  whence  he  was  to  proceed  to  meet  congress, 
report  his  proceedings,  and  concert  plans  for  fu 


incnce  op*  r lions,  I de’. er  iiied  'pon  b:*ndonIng 
this  esi riblishment,  and  seek  a more  convenient 
place  to  answer  the  views  and  purposes  of  my  go- 
vernment, and  give  all  the  aid  and  assistance  I was 
able  to  the  pa  riots.  I look  on  board  my  vessel 
what  troops  and  ammunition  '-hat  could  not  be  put 
on  bo’ird  the  Cleopatra  and  Nepiune,  belonging  to 
gen.  Mina,  and  conveyed  tliern  to  Soto  la  M.arina, 
where  his  landing  was  effected,  and,  af  er  seeing 
the  di.sembai'kmcnt  of  all  those  arms,  ammunitions. 
Sec.  proceeded  again  to  Galvezton  to  take  with  me 
several  vessels  that  I had  left  behind  and  repair  to 
Matigorda,  wliich,  as  reported  by  officers  sent  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  harbor,  was  said  to 
be  far  more  advantageous  than  any  other  along 
tills  coast 

On  my  arrival  what  was  my  astonishment  to  find 
the  place  very  different  from  what  I had  been  made 
to  understand,  for  instead  of  18  feet  of  water  on 
the  bar,  only  10  were  found.  Still  considering-  that 
the  present  position  might  be  advantageou-4, 1 re- 
mained until  experience  taught  that  this  point  af- 


ture  operations.  This  vessel,  a private  armed  one,  forded  no  safety  whatever  as  an  entrepot,  even 

_ 1 4.  ^ t 4 1-v  XZ  ^ C I«rmT-k  1 


was  lost  in  the  service  of  the  republic.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  I despatched  the  private 
armed  schooner,  the  Galvezton,  captain  Salain,  with 
colonel  Garcin  on  board,  with  instructions  to  lay 
himself  personally  before  the  executive  my  trans 
actions,  and  receive  further  instructions;  also  to 


in  ihe  finest  season  of  the  year,  for  a north  wind 
that  blew  a short  lime  during  the  month  of  June 
drove  4 vessels  on  the  bar,  and  the  people  on  board 
the  Champlain  privateer  were  only  saved  by  t!ic 
wind’s  shifting  of  a sudden,  and  driving  these  wlio 
had  laid  hold  of  parts  of  the  vvreck  on  the  beacii, 


report  the  arrival  of  general  Mina,  with  several  | where  ten  days  previous  to  our  arrival,  the  c.nmi- 
vessels,  arms,  ammunition,  troops,  &c.  &c.  thedis- 1 bals  had  massacred  tlie  crew  of  a vessel  cu.st  away 
trrssed  situation  in  which  he  was  placed  from  want ' on  the  coast.  Placed  In  this  dilemma,  having 


of  funds,  and  that  I would  continue  to  supply  him 
with  what  he  might  require  as  long  as  at  lied  in  my 
power.  This  was  effected,  although  at  that  time 
I had  made  considerable  advances  to  the  Mexican 
government.  The  Galvezton  convoyed  a schooner 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  I sent  over,  hav- 
ing contracted  in  the  name  of  the  government  for 
the  same,  conformably  to  my  instructions.  These 
vessels  found  Boquilla  de  Piedras,  and  all  the  coast 
in  possession  of  the  royalists,  thereby  cutting  off  all 
communication  between  this  new  establisliment  and 


scarcely  5 weeks  of  provision  for  those  who  were 
with  me,  the  merchants  in  New  Orleans  refusing 
to  furnisli  any  upon  the  credit  of  the  government, 
destitute  of  funds,  even  of  my  own,  and  hearing 
gen.  M’Gregor  was  to  come  to  Amelia,  I determin- 
ed upon  coming  here,  and  in  case  he  was  not  in 
possession,  to  take  Fernandina  with  the  force  under 
my  command. 

On  the  passage  I touched  at  Galvezton  to  join 
other  vessels  that  had  sailed  before  me  from  Mata- 
gorda, to  whom  I intimated  my  intentions  of  aban- 


the  other  Mexican  chiefs,  with  whom  alone  a cor-|  doning  that  f stablishment,  giving  them  orders  to 
respondence  could  have  been  held,  as  the  genei-al  | follo’A'  the  division  to  Amelia.  1 wrote  in  conse- 
congress  had  been  dissolved  some  time  before  by  jquence  to  com.  Patterson  ‘at  New  Orleans,  and  to 
general  Teran,  and  the  new  one  had  not  as  yet  met.  j the  collector  of  the  customhouse,  giving  them 
Captain  Boguier  with  the  existing  part  of  his  crew,  i timely  notice,  that  any  transactions  in  Galvezton 
arrived  at  Galvezton  some  time  in  January  from  I after  the  31st  of  July  were  una’iihorized  by  me. 


Nautla,  taken  by  the  republicans  under  general 
Victoria,  and  gave  information  of  the  loss  of  Bo- 
quilla, where  colonel  Villapinto  was  killed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  which  occasioned 
liis  troops  to  disband,  leaving  captain  Boguier 
with  his  crew  to  defend  a small  battery.  Overpow- 
ered by  numbers,  wounded  himself,  his  first  officer 
killed,  and  thirty  of  his  men  either  killed  or 
wounded,  he  was  compelled  to  retreat  to  the  head 
quarters  of  general  Victoria,  who  upon  his  safe 
arrival  prejiared  an  expedition  against  Nautla:  that 
fell  into  his  hands.  Upon  this,  a vessel  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  inform  general  Victoria  of  the  situa- 
tion of  things,  of  the  number  of  troops  I had  united 
together,  &c.  The  place  had  once  more  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  royalists,  who"  took  two  men  and 
the  captain,  who  had  gone  on  shore  in  the  boat. — 


On  my  arrival  gen.  M’Gregor  had  abandoned  the 
place  attacked  by  the  enemies,  and  tlie  garrison 
harassed  by  fatigues,  was  on  the  point  of  evacua- 
ting, if  some  arrangements  could  not  be  made  or 
any  affectual  measures  tHken.  Ar.  agreement  was 
entered  into  between  the  late  governor  llubb.ard, 
col.  Irwin  and  bis  officers,  and  myself;  under  the 
express  condition  that  ilie  Mexican  flag  should 
fly,  being  authorized  to  hoist  the  same  as  a chief  of 
the  Mexican  republic.  This  was  effected. 

What  could  have  been  my  motives  in  coming  to 
the  Fioridas.'*  Those  lliat  always  guided  my  con- 
duct as  a superior  officer  in  the  Mexican  service. 
Unable  to  give  any  immediate  assistance  to  the 
otlier  republican  chiefs,  I came  to  assist  gen. 
M’Gregor  in  liberating  the  Fioridas,  thereby  draw- 


ing the  alteniion  of  our  common  enemy,  and  attack- 
The  vessel  returned  and  gave  gen.  Mina  and  my-  ingtlie  tyrant  in  his  other  possessions;  convinced, 
self,  tiie  disagreeable  certainty  that  all  hopes  were  that  the  independence  of  the  two  Fioridas  once 
lost  of  being  able  to  communicate  witli  the  interior  ! occu'.Ted,  forces  could  he  raised,  wlilco  united 
through  this  channel.  | with  those  of  the  otlier  chiefs,  might  strike  a de- 

The  bar  of  Galvezton,  during  our  stay,  having  j cisive  blow  to  tyranny.  My  conduct  si’ice  iiiy  arri- 
proved  extremely  dangerous,  and  gen.  Mina  being  j val  at  Amelia  is  so  well  known  to  you  all,  gentle- 
ready  and  desiro’us  to  effect  his  landing,  iti  order  i men,  tha  it  requires  no  meatiou  to  be  made  of  it. 
to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  Mexico  and  com-!  i will  only  ask  whctlier  fu  any  one  single  instance. 
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I have  deviated  from  the  principles  which  might 
insure  liberty  to  our  oppressed  brethren,  and  give 
succour  to  Mexican  patriots,  who  in  spite  of  re- 
peated disasters  still  rise  with  redoubled  enthusi- 
asm in  defence  of  their  sacred  rights. 

I flatter  myself,  that  in  this  narration  of  facts, 
and  by  the  documents  I have  presented,  I have 
proved  beyond  a doubt  that  the  establishment  of 
Galvezton  was  legally  formed,  and  that  all  that 
was  done  by  the  existing  authorities  there,  was  not 
for  private  motives  or  views  as  said,  but  for  the  wel- 
fare and  aiding  by  every  possible  means  the  patri- 
ot cause. 

I submit  the  whole  to  your  wisdom,  for  you  in 
your  prudence  to  determine  what  is  most  appro- 
priate to  be  done  under  existing  circumstances, 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, honorable  gentlemen, 

AURY. 


CONGEESS, 

SEXATE. 

Jan,  14,  15.  The  chief  thing  done  tliose  two  days, 
except  executive  business,  was  an  agreement  to 
the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Wilson,  on  the  10th 
inst.  to  instruct  the  committee  on  military  afluirs 
to  enquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  further 
provisions  by  law  are  necessary  to  secure  to  the 
heirs  of  soldiers  who  died,  or  who  were  killed,  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  during  the  late  war, 
the  bounty  in  land  to  which  they  are  equitably  en- 
titled. 

Jan.  19  A letter  was  laid  before  the  senate,  by 
the  president,  from  Madame  Pianton,  proposing  to 
make  sale  to  congress  of  an  allegorical  painting 
from  her  own  pencil,  representing  the  glory  and 
triumph  of  the  United  States  in  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent;  which  letter  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  conamerce  and  manufactures. 
[Mad.  Pianton  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  her  paint- 
ing is  11  feet  by  7,  and  is  spoken  of  as  a splendid 
performance,  worthy  of  the  native  city  of  the  cele- 
brated Vfest.] 

Mr  Barbour  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedi  'fhat  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  e.stab- 
lishing  such  naval  depots,  in  stich  numbers  and 
such  places,  as  may  in  their  opinion  be  advantage- 
ous to  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Macon  communicated  to  the  Senate  the  con- 
currence of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  state 
of  New  Jersey,  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  (by  districts) 
throughout  the  unioG>  of  electing  electors  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolu^ioo  for  printing  the  journal  of  the 
convention,  was  amended  and  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

Mr.  WilliamSi  of  Ten.  from  tfie  committee  on 
military  aftairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  of 
representatives,  to  provide  for  the  surviving  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army,  with  amend- 
ments. 

[The  principal  and  only  material  amendment 
proposed  by  the  committee,  limits  the  benefit  of  the 
act  to  such  as  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  on  the 
continental  establishment.] 

The  bill  to  allow  John  Thompson  interest  on  a 
revolutionary  claim  heretofore  granted  and  paid  to 
him,  was  rejected. 

The  president  laid  before  the  senate  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  the  annual 
statement  of  the  disbursements  made  from  the  navy 


pension  fund,  the  state  of  the  fund,  list  of  pension- 
ers, &c. 

Jan.  20,  Mr.  Williams^  of  Tenn.  from  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs  to  whom  the  subject  had 
been  referred,  reported  a bill  directing  the  manner 
of  appointing  Indian  agents,  and  continuing  the  act 
for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  [providing  that  the  superintendant  of  Indian 
trade,  and  agents  and  assistant  agents  for  Indian 
affairs,  be  hereafter  appointed  by  nomination  to  the 
senate,  and  requiring  of  each  of  those  officers  bond 
with  two  securities  in  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.]— 
The  bill  v/as  passed  to  second  reading. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a few  expla- 
natory remarks  by  the  mover,  and  some  observa- 
tions by  Mr.  Tail,  appprobatory  to  the  object  of 
the  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposition: 

Itcisolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  esta- 
blishing naval  depots  in  such  numbers,  and  in  such 
places,  as  may  in  their  opinion  be  most  advanta- 
geous to  the  United  States, 

January  21. — Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten.  submitted  the 
following  resolutioni 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  senate  in  what  manner  the 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  now  ope- 
rating against  the  Seminole  tribe  of  Indians,  have 
been  subsisted,  whether  by  contract  or  otherwise, 
and  whether  they  have  been  furnished  regularly 
with  rations. 

The  senate  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  pensions  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  Ephraim  Shaler,  DeLa  Fayette  Wilcox, 
and  Alphonso  Wetmore,  first  lieutenants  of  the 
sixth  regiment  United  States  infantry,  stating  that, 
during  th»  late  war,  while  engaged  in  action  witl^ 
the  enemy,  they  received  several  severe  wounds, 
which  occasioned  to  each  the  loss  of  an  arm;  that 
the  loss  and  wounds  subject  them  to  daily  pain 
and  incoBvenience,  although  the  performance  of 
their  duty  as  officers  of  the  army  has  not  been 
suspended  on  that  account  since  their  wounds 
healed;  and  soliciting  the  aid  of  congress  so  far 
as  to  confer  on  them  a compensation  equal  to  their 
sufferings  and  expense  by  granting  to  them  pensi- 
ons from  the  date  of  their  several  wounds. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures,  unfavorable  to  the  proposition  of 
Madame  Pianton,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  president  laid  b efore  the  senate  a letter  from 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  se-; 
nate,  he  having  accepted  an  office  from  the  execu- 
tive of  the  United  States:  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  senate  be  ret 
quested  to  notify  the  executive  of  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont of  said  resignation. 

The  bill  making  provision  for  the  surviving  re- 
volutionary officers,  &c.  was  further  postponed  to 
this  day  week. 

HOUSE  OF  hepresentatives. 

[ We  have  appropriated  a large  space  to  detail  the 
proceedings  on  the  case  of  col.  John  .Anderson,  asivell 
on  account  of  any  immediate  interest  they  may  have  as 
to  spread  the  tuhole  facts  before  our  readers,  as  a mat' 
ter  involving  many  questions  of  considerable  import' 
ance.'] 

Thursday,  Jan.  15.— The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  case  of  col.  Anderson.  The  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  moved  by  Mr.  Rhea,  by  way  qf 
amendment,  being  yet  under  consideration. 
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'^Resolved,  That  this  house  possesseth  competent  power  to  pu- 
nish for  contempts  of  its  authority* 

Therefore,  Resolved,  that  the  sergeant  at  arms  be  directed  to 
conduct  John  Anderson  to  the  bar  of  the  house.” 

M ••  Rhea,  with  a view  to  put  his  amendment  in 
a shape  more  acceptable  to  gentlemen,  modified 
his  motion  for  amendment,  so  as  to  make  the  first 
resolution  read  as  follows: 

^Resolved,  That  the  house  possesses  adequate  power  to  punish 
for  contempts  against  it. 

Mr.  Ritkin  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  wished 
to  avoid  placing  on  the  journal  any  thing  affirming 
the  authority  of  the  liouse  on  the  one  hand,  or  deny- 
ing it  on  the  other:  and,  to  escape  the  alternative 
presented  to  the  house  by  the  proposed  resolution 
and  amendment,  he  moved  to  postpone  indefniteJy 
the  consideration  of  the  main  question  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  thereto. 

After  some  questions  to  the  chair,  and  explana- 
tions therefrom,  respecting  the  effect  of  such  a 
postponement,  that  effect  was  pronounced  from  the 
chair  to  be,  to  place  the  question  in  the  state  in 
which  it  was  when  the  motion  of  Mr.  Spencer  was 
first  made;  and,  if  this  course  were  pursued,  that 
^e  house  would  be  at  full  liberty  to  take  any  course 
in  respect  to  John  Anderson,  which  in  its  opinion 
was  within  the  scope  of  its  constitutional  powers. 

After  explanatory  remarks  from  various  mem- 
bers, among  whom  were  Messrs.  Rich,  Rhea,  Tall- 
madge,  Ballard,  Smith  and  Culbreth. — 

■ The  questio-n  was  taken  on  the  postponement,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

For  indefinite  postponement  117 

Against  it  ^ 42 

The  propositions  before  the  house  were  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

Wliereupon  Mr.  Tallmadge  offered  the  following 
resoluiion  for  consideration. 

^Resolved,  That  John  Anderson,  be  forthwith  brought  to  the 
bar  of  this  tiouse.” 

Mr.  Rich  proposed  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  following: 

“And  that  he  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  to  the  house  any 
explanation  of  his  alleged  offence,  which  he  may  think  proper. 

This  motion  Mr.  Rich  supported  by  observations 
regarding  the  general  question,  in  which  he  opposed 
the  expediency  of  proceeding  further  than  he  had 
suggested  in  the  present  case. 

After  a few  observations  from  Mr.  Sergeant,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Rich  withdrew  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Rich  subsequently  moved  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment, denying  the  power  of  the  house  to  judge  or 
punish  any  individuals,  its  own  members  excepted, 
w’hich  motion  was  negatived  by  a large  majority. 

Mr.  Culbreth  then  moved  to  strike  out  tlie  whole 
of  Mr.  Tullmadge’s  resolution,  and  to  substitute  by 
way  of  amendment  the  following: 

“Whereas  John  Anderson  is  in  custody  for  an  offence  which  this 
house  does  not  possess  the  constitutional  power  to  try,  or  right  to 
punish:  Thereibre, 

** Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Anderson  be  discharged  from  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.” 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
thus  proposed,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Mass.  Anderson,  Ken.  Ball,  Barlwur,  Va. 
Barber,  ©.  Bassett,  Beecher,  Bellinger,  Cvuger,  Culbreth,  Edwards, 
Krviug,  S.  C.  Forney,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Hale,  Hall,  N.  C.  Herki- 
mcr,  Herrick,  Hitchcock,  Hogg,  Johnson,  Ken.  Kinsey,  Kirtlaiid, 
Lawyer,  Linn,  Livermore,  Merrill,  T.  M.  Nelson,  Poindexter,  Por- 
ter, Quarles,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ken.  Robertson,  Lou.  Ross,  Saw  yer, 
Shaw,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Bal.  Speed,  Spencer,  Tarr,  Trimble,  Tuck- 
er. S.  C.  Walker,  Ken.  Williams,  N.  Y.— 47. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Vt.  Anderson,  Pen.  Aus- 
tin, Baldwin,  Bat<  mao,  Bayley,  Bt  iniett,  IMoomfield,  Blount,  Buden, 
Boss,  Bryan,  Burwell,  Butler,  Campbell,  Claggett,  Claiborne,.  Cobb, 
Colston,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Cushman,  Darlington.  Desha, 
Drake,  Ellicott,  Floyd,  Folger,  Forsyth,  Gage,  Hall,  Del.  Harrison, 
Herbert,  Hiester,  Holmes,  Mass.  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson,  Hub- 
bard.  Hunter,  Huntingdon,  Ingham,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Jones,  Little, 
M Lane,  W.  Maclay,  Wm.  P,  Maclay,  M’Coy,  Marchand,  Marr, 
Mason,  Mass.  Mason,  R.  I.  Mercer,  MidJUton,  Miller,  Moore,  Mor- 
ton, Moseley,  Mumtord,  Murray,  Jcr.  Nelson,  Hugh  Nelson,  Nes- 
bitt.  New,  Ogden,  Orr.  Owen.  Palmer,  Parris,  Parrott,  Patterson, 


Pawling,  Peter,  Pindall,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richards, 
Ruggles,  Sampson,  Savage,  Schuyler,  Scudder,  Sergeant,  Settle, 
Seybert,  Sherwood,  Slocumb,  S.  Smitli,  Alex.  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Southard,  Storrs,  Strong, Strother,  Stuart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Ter- 
rell, Terry,  I'ompkins,  Townsend,  Tucker,  Va.  T\hr.  Uphain, 
Walker,  N.  C.  Wallace,  Wendover,  Westerlo,  Whiteside,  Whitman, 
Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.  C.  W'iIson,Pen.— 119. 

So  the  house  refused  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Culbreth. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  that 
^‘John  Anderson  be  forthwith  brought  to  the  bar  of 
this  house,”  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays:  118  to  45. 

Whereupon  the  sergeant  at  arms  brought  the 
prisoner  to  tlie  bar,  and  the  speaker  propounded  to 
him  the  following  interrogatories,  to  which  he  made 
tUe  replies  thereto: 

1.  Do  you  acknowletlge  yourself  to  be  John  Anderson!  Ans^eer. 
Yes. 

2.  Did  you  write  and  deliver  to  Lewis  Williams,  a member  of 
this  house,  the  letter  of  w hich  a copy  has  been  furnished  to  you  by 
the  clerk?  Aus.  1 did. 

3.  From  what  part  of  the  city  did  you  write  the  letter?  Ans.  I 
wrote  it  at  Mr.  Bestor’s,  where  I boanl. 

4.  What  is  the  amount  of  your  own  claims,  which  you  are  at- 
tempting to  liquidate?  Ans.  About  9,000  dollars. 

5.  What  is  the  amount  of  those  of  others  which  you  are  solicit- 
ing? Ahs.  About  21,000  dollars. 

6.  Have  you  any  interest  in  the  latter?  Ans.  None,  of  a pecu- 
niary kind,  but  am  influenced  in  their  pursuits  by  motives  of  cha- 
rity. 

7.  Had  you  any  authority  from  the  persons  you  represent  to 
make  the  ofler  contained  in  your  letter?  Ans.  1 have  a general 
power  of  attorney  to  do  for  them  as  I would  do  for  myself,  but 
had  no  instructions  to  make  that  or  any  other  offer. 

8.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  persons  now  in  the  city  solicit- 
ing the  claimsof  others?  if  so,  name  them.  Ans.  I am:  there  is 
a Mr.  Pomeroy,  who  is  soliciting  his  own  claim,  and  col.  Watson, 
who  is  a general  agent. 

9.  Have  you  made  any  other  offer  to  any  person-  Ans.  No. 

10.  Did  you  consult  or  advise  with  any  person  before  you  wrote 
and  delivered  the  letter?  Ans.  I did  not. 

11.  Who  is  the  Mr.  Hulbard  you  mention  in  the  letter?  Ans, 
He  is  a gentleman  I became  partially  acquainted  with  during  the 
troubles  at  the  river  Raisin.  I have  not  seen  him  since  that  lime, 
till  I arrived  in  this  city  at  the  present  session  of  congress,  and 
did  not  recognize  him  until  he  made  himself  known  to  me. 

12.  Has  he  any  claims  to  solicit?  Ans.  None,  to  my  knowledge. 

13.  Have  you  any  w itnesses  to  examine,  or  defence  to  make,  in 
justification  or  explanation  of  your  conduct?  If  you  have,  the 
house  is  now  ready  to  hear  you. 

The  prisonei-  ul  the  bar  then  called  upon  his  wit- 
nesses, viz.  gen.  Harrison,  col.  Johnson,  nriembers  of 
the  house;  Mr  R.  J.  Meigs,  post  master  general; 
capt.  Gray;  Mr.  Cyrus  Halbard;  capt.  Larrabee; 
col.  Jos.  Watson;  Mr.  John  H.  J^iatt;  capt.  S.  D. 
Richardson;  Mr.  Pomeroy;  lieut.  Comeay;  who,  all 
being  previously  sworn,  delivered  in  their  testimo- 
ny. 

The  testimony  was  uniform,  as  far  as  the  know- 
ledge of  the  witnesses  extended,  in  giving  the  ac- 
cused a high  character  for  probity,  correct  deport- 
ment and  patriotic  conduct.  It  was  too  diffuse  for 
publication  entire;  that  of  colonel  R.  Jf.  .Johnson  is 
selec  .ed  as  a specimen  of  the  general  tenor  of  the 
evidence. 

Mr.  Johnson,  having  been  called  on  by  the  pri- 
soner to  give  to  the  house  any  information  in  his 
possession,  touching  his  cliaracter  and  conduct, 
testified  to  this  effect:  that  his  knowledge  of  the 
eharacter  of  col.  John  Anderson  was  not  derived  so 
much  from  personal  intercourse  as  from  the  infor- 
mation of  others;  but,  so  far  as  his  personal  infor- 
mation extended,  was  corroborated  by  it.  'When 
col.  J.  was  on  the  north-western  fr-ontier,  colonel 
Anderson  was  a fugitive  from  Detroit,  on  the  Kiver 
Raisin,  as  col.  J.  had  understood;  and  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  frontier  of  that  p^^rt  of  the 
United  States,  attached  himself  to  the  mounted 
regiment.  How  long  he  acted  in  that  capacity,  Mr. 
J.  did  not  recollect.  As  far,  said  Mr.  J.  as  his  con- 
duct came  within  my  own  knowledge,  1 considered 
him  a very  gallant  and  a very  brave  man.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  information  he  hadfi  om  other  quarters, 
there  was  a general  consent  of  opinion  that,  during 
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the  M'ar,  col.  Anderson  had  been  considered  not  only 
a gallant  and  patriotic  man,  but  a man  of  integrity, 
who  had  made  uncommon  sacrifices,  of  nearly  all 
bis  property,  from  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
country.  Mr,  J.  said  he  did  also  understand,  from 
several  sources,  that  col.  Anderson,  at  the  risk  of 
his  own  life  did,  at  the  river  Raison,  rescue  indivi- 
duals  from  the  bands  of  the  savages.  Col,  J.  had 
further  understood,  he  said,  that  col,  Anderson  had 
refused  the  command  of  a regiment,  offered  to  him 
by  the  British  commander,  when  the  enemy  had 
possession  of  that  country;  and  col.  Elliot,  on  being 
pressed  to  repeat  the  offer,  answered,  that  he  knew 
the  character  of  col.  Anderson  fully,  and  that  he 
knew  he  would  as  soon  submit  to  have  his  head 
chopped  off  as  to  accept  of  it.  Of  John  Anderson, 
said,  Mr.  J.  in  relation  to  his  conduct  to  me  at  the 
last  session  and  at  this,  I can  say,  without  prejudice 
to  the  merits  of  others,  I have  never  known  an  in- 
dividual,  whose  losses  were  so  great,  and  who  knew 
I was  disposed  to  advocate  his  claims,  to  take  up 
so  little  of  my  time,  and  to  be  as  modest  in  urging 
his  claims.  All  these  circumstances  together  had 
given  to  Mr.  J.  a high  idea  of  the  integrity,  of  the 
gallantry,  and  ofthe  patriotism  of  col  Anderson. 

Other  facts  than  those  above  mentioned  were  es- 
tablished by  ample  testimony,  descriptive  of  the 
sufferings  and  steadfastness  of  John  Anderson  in  the 
cause  of  the  country  during  the  war,  &c. 

In  the  course  of  the  examinations  of  witnesses  in 
the  sitting  of  this  day,  in  the  case  of  col.  Anderson, 
the  following  incidents  arose: 

Col.  Jos.  tVatsoiiy  one  of  the  witnesses,  being  cal- 
led a second  time  by  the  speaker,  was  questioned 
and  answered  as  follows: 

I tljought  I understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  some 
cltiims  on  the  government  yourself? 

Ansiver—^o,  sir,  I am  agent  for  the  settlement  of  claims,  for 
>vhich  purj>ose  I have  opened  an  agency  in  this  city,  where  I re- 
ceive claims  from  every  part  of  the  country. 

j5.  Has  it  been  customary,  do  you  know,  in  any  cases  whatever, 
that  any  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  in  settling  claims,  have 
received  from  the  claimants  any  compensation  for  extra  services? 

A.  I presume  the  question  is  expected  to  be  answered  from  per- 
sonal knowledge:  I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  such  com- 
pensation having  been  received. 

jQ.  Have  you  received  any  information  of  su,eh  practices,  and  if 
you  have,  from  whont? 

A.  I have  heard  such  things  intimated. 

Q.  By  whom  and  as  to  whom? 

A.  1 have  heard  it  intimated  that  clerks  in  some  of  the  public 
offices  were  in  the  habit  of  transacting  business  as  agents,  and  of 
receiving  a commission  for  so  doing. 

0.  Specify,  if  you  can,  who  gave  you  the  information,  and  what 
clerks  were  named. 

A.  Information  of  that  sort  was  received  by  roe  in  a letter  from 
a person  of  the  name  of  Samuel  How,  who  resides  near  Presquisle, 
v ho  said  be  had  engaged  to  j>ay  a particular  clerk  live  dollars  for 
obtaining  a land  warrant  fur  him. 

p.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  clerk? 

2.  Not  accurately  enough  to  repeat:  but  the  letter  is  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  house,  if  it  chuses  to  call  for  it.  I have  an  impres- 
sion as  to  the  name,  but  not  so  clear  and  distinct  as  to  give  it  in 
evidence- 

Bij  the  Speaker.— Bt'mg  the  letter  with  you  to  the  house  to-mor- 
row. 

The  witness  then  retired,  but  was  again  called 
and  interrogated. 

The  Speaker'.— Is  that  single  instance  you  have  referred  to,  the 
only  one  you  have  heard  of?  . . 

H^itriess.—l  would  state  to  the  house,  that  1 am  very  willing  to 
afford  it  all  the  information  in  my  pow'er  to  afford,  wliich  it  may 
re  quire.  But  I cannot  but  state,  that  I fed  a delicacy  in  mention- 
ing the  namrs  of  persons  who  have  been  reported  to  act  as  agents. 
Being  mysdf  an  agent,  I might  be  suspected  of  improper  motives 
for  making  such  a disclosure.  But,  being  under  oath,  if  the  house 
insists,  I tnust  obey. 

The  Soeaker.—Tlie  house  insists  on  your  reply  to  the  question. 

mtjiess.—l  proceed,  then,  to  perform  what  is  now  my  duty.— 
Undt  rstanding  now,  that  I am  held  under  an  obligation  to  state 
every  thing,  even  as  to  general  intiniatious  that  I have  heard,  1 
proceed.  1 iiave  understood, that,  in  the  land  bounty  office,  there 
are— 

i’hus  far  had  the  witness  proceeded,  when  he 
was  interrupted, 

[By  Mr.  Cobd,  who  doubted  tlie  propriety  of  such 
“iiearsay”  evidence  being  given  to  the  house,  j^r. 


Holmes  also  thought  the  manner  of  the  enquiry  was 
too  “loose.”  Mr.  Strother  held  a similar  opinion. 
'I'he  Speaker  explained  iliat  he  had  put  the  ques- 
tion at  ‘.he  request  of  a member — he  did  not  think 
“rumor  would  be  a fit  ground  to  act  upon,  but  it 
might  develope  a source  from  whence  correct  in- 
formation could  be  obtained.”  Mr.  7’.  A/.  JVelHon 
pressed  the  house  to  proceed  in  the  enquiry.  Mr. 
TaUmadge  was  opposed  to  the  course  that  things  had 
taken,  but  expressed  his  determination  to  submit  a 
motion  for  a regular  enquiry  into  he  subject.  The 
Speaker  called  upon  the  house  to  decide  whether  it 
would  proceed  to  the  enquiry  or  not.  After  some 
further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Strother  and  Holmes 
the  house  adjourned  witliout  a decision.] 

Friday^  .Tatmary  16.  After  some  other  proceed- 
ings which  shall  be  noticed  below  more  particular- 
ly, a resolution  was  adopted  to  appoint  a commit- 
tee to  enquire  whether  any  of  the  clerks  or  other 
persons  in  the  offices  of  government  have  conduct- 
ed themselves  improperly  or  corruptly  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

Case  of  col.  Anderson. 

John  Anderson  was  then  remanded  to  the  bar  of 
the  house,  and  proceeded  in  the  further,  examina- 
tion of  his  witnesses. 

General  P.  B.  Porter y Wm.  O’JVeale,  and  W.  P. 
Rathboney  where  then  examined  as  witnesses  in 
behalf  of  the  accused,  whose  testimony  was  to  the 
same  effect  as  that  given  yesterday. 

Mr.  Williamsy  of  North  Carolina,  was  then  call- 
ed upon  by  the  accused,  who  put  to  him  this  ques- 
tion: 

Did  I ever  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  verbal  com- 
munication, offer  you  any  reward  or  inducement,  to  influence  youi 
good  opinion  in  favor  of  iny  claims  or  any  other  claims? 

Answer— Yovi  never  made  me  any  verbal  oflTer  of  the  kind? 

Col.  Anderson— That  is  all  I wished  the  house  to  know  from  your 
testitnony. 

Mr.  Williams— 1 presume,  if  you  had  made  me  any  such  offer,  the 
house  would  have  known  it,  without  your  asking  it. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pc-nnsylvania,  being  also  called  up- 
on, testified  that  col.  A.  had  disclaimed,  on  finding 
the  letter  had  offended  Mr.  Williams,  any  intention 
of  offering  the  money  to  him  with  any  other  view 

■ than  as  a compensation  for  extra  trouble. 

On  farther  questions  by  the  speaker  to  John  An- 
derson, it  appears  that  the  accused  is  a native  of 
Scotland,  came  to  this  country  at  three  years  old, 
and  is  a naturalized  citizen. 

The  speaker  then  said  he  had  been  instructed  to 
propound  to  the  prisoner  the  following  interrogalo- 
I ry,  to  which  col.  Anderson  made  the  reply  subjoin- 
ed. 

Question— la  writing  the  letter  to  Lewis  Williams,  a member  of 
of  this  house,  from  North-Carolina,  in  which  you  offer  to  him  the 
' sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  services  to  be  pcvfowned  by  hina 

■ in  relation  to  claims  for  losses  sustained  during  the  late  war,  had 
> you  or  bad  you  not  any  intention  to  induce  him  to  support  your 

claims  against  his  own  convictions  of  their  justice,  or  to  interfere 
’ with  the  discharge  of  his  legislative  duties,  or  to  offer  any  contempt 
to  the  dignity  of  the  house  of  representatives? 

Answei'—'So,  sir;  I call  God  to  witness  to  that,  which  is  the  most 
sacred  appeal  I can  make.  I repeatedly  assured  him,  that  the  offer 
was  made  without  aily  wish  to  influence  his  opinions  in  any  degree. 

' The  accused  was  then  questioned  whether  ht  .had 
I other  witnesses  to  examine:  he  replied  in  tlie  nega- 
tive. The  Speaker  then  called  upon  him  for  the 
! defence  which  he  had  intimated  it  was  his  intention 
to  offer. 

The  prisoner,  then  addressing  the  chair,  with 
much  earnestness,  in  a brief  manner,  sta.ed  ihat  tlie 
same  palliations  ofthe  offence  with  which  he  stood 
charged,  as  are  explained  more  at  large  in  the  fol- 
lowing address,  which  he  concluded  by  delivering 
to  the  clerk,  by  whom  it  was  read: 

“Arralgaed  at  the  bar  of  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  nation,  for 
an  alleged  infringement  of  its  privileges,  an  attack  upon  its  dig- 
nity, and  the  honorable  feelings  of  one  of  its  members,  to  express  the 
sincere  regret  I experience,  and  to  apologize  for  the  error  I have 
committed,  ought  not  to  suffice.  To  that  body  and  to  myself,  I owe 
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an  explanation  of  the  niotix’es  whieh  governed  roy  conduct.  That 
I have  been  found  in  the  ranks  of  our  country’s  defenclerR,is  known 
to  many;  tliat  I have  sustained  a character,  unblemished  by  any 
act  which  should  crimson  niy  withered  cheeks,  has  been  amply 
proven  to  you,  by  men,  whose  good  opinions  are  the  greatest  boon 
of  merit.  ’I'he  commencemejil  of  the  late  war  found  me  environed 
by  ail  the  eomforts  of  life;  blessed  with  a sufficiency  of  property  to 
enable  me  to  wipe  tfoni  the  face  of  distress  the  falling  tear,  and  to 
flatter  myself  that  w ant  was  not  to  salute  me  l)efore  the  return  of 
peace.  The  fallacy  of  my  hopes  have  been  too  cle*arly  demonstrated, 
by  the  ravages  of  the  war  on  the  borders  of  Raisin,  (my  rcsidtiice) 
Etid  the  destruction  of  all  the  property  which  my  industry  had 
amassed.  After  having  seen  the  streets  of  Frenehtowu  overgrown 
with  grass;  sighed  unaMiilhigly  over  the  ashes  of  my  own  and  my 
neighbors’  houses,  and  witnessed  their  necessities;  reduced  to  sus- 
tain life  by  means  of  w jld  animals,  (muskrats)  whose  very  smell  is 
repulsive  to  the  stomach;  I gladly  hailed  the  beneficence  of  my 
govi  riMneni  in  the  enactment  of  the  law  usually  called  the  pro- 
perty act,  and.  in  the  month  of  January,  1817.  I took  leave  of  my 
f riciitk  and  fellow-sufl'erers,  and  repaired  to  this  city  to  manage 
tlieir  claims;  on  my  arrival,  I found  that  the  act  midei'  which  they 
expectetl  relief  had  been  suspended,  and  I was  forced  to  r ^nirn 
with  this  unwelcome  information;  tears  of  disappointment  suffused 
the  countenances  of  every  one— my  heart  sympathised  with  then's, 
and  I then  determined  to  prosecute  their  claims  to  a result.  fVith 
this  view,  Iliad  been  in  tliiscity  more  than  a month;  over-anxious 
to  accomplish  my  object,  exalted  witli  the  success  wliicli  had  at- 
tended some  of  the  claims,  and  convinced  that  the  committee  of 
claims  was  overwhelmed  with  business,  my  inexperience  in  refer- 
ence to  legislative  proceedings  induced  me  to  suppose  that,  to  in- 
sure despatch,  I might  w iihout  impropriety  approach  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  with  a proposal  to  compensate  him  for  “ex- 
tra troubl.'’  That  I have  erred,  grossly  erre<l,  lam  convinced, 
and  my  only  consolation  is,  that  error  is  no  crime,  when  it  is  of 
the  head  not  of  the  heart.  Had  I acted  with  less  precipitation, and 
consulted  the  views  of  others,  I should  not  at  this  time  find  my- 
self in  the  disagreeable  dilemma  that  I am.  I should  have  actM 
niore  consistent  with  myself:  Whatever  semblance  my  request  of 
secrecy  may  assunre,  I c.in  with  truth  aver  that  iis  basis  in  my 
mind  was  a desire  that  those  for  whom  I act  should  have  to  ac- 
knowledge their  increased  gratitude  for  the  promptitude  with 
which  their  claims  should  have  been  acted  upon. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that,  after  being  assured  that  my  own  claims 
would  be  allowed,  I had  less  cause  to  think  of  obtaining  by  cor- 
rniption  the  payment  of  claims  which  I almost  knew  the  justice  of 
congress  could  not  refuse  in  the  sequel— despatch,  then,  was  all  I 
wisheil  for,  all  I could  gain;  and  I think  that  the  world  and  this 
honorable  body,  will  admit  that  the  benefit  of  the  relief  would  be 
in  proportion  to  the  time  which  should  elapse  in  affording  it;  at 
least,  that  in  this  view  it  would  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have 
yet  fresh  in  their  recollection  that  a husband,  a wile,  a father,  a 
ehil  I,  a brother,  or  sister,  was  tomahawked,  shot,  or  burnt  alive 
by  the  savage  enemy,  their  hearts  inhumanly  torn  from  their  bo- 
dies, and  whilst  yet  smoking  with  the  vital  heat,  were  triumphant- 
ly exhibited  to  their  weeping  eyes.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  they 
liave  witnessed,  whilst  waudering  without  shelter,  and  almost  un. 
clothed,  the  heart-rending  scene,  dead  bodies  exposed  to  the  vora- 
cious appetites  of  the  swine,  and  these  animals  eagerly  contending 
for  a leg  or  un  arm.  Lest  this  picture  may  be  supposed  to  be  ex- 
aggerated, I annex  the  correspondence  which  took  place  between 
the  lion.  A.  R.  Woodward  and  general  Proctor,  in  the  year  1813, 
and  shortly  after  the  event  occurred.  Let  it  be  known  that  most, 
if  not  all,  the  articles  they  could  collect  from  the  ruins  of  their 
houses,  were  generously,  most  generously,  appropriated  in  the 
purchase  of  prisoners  of  war,  for  the  purpose  of  screening  them 
from  tlie  bloody  tomahawk;  that  these  purchases  were  made  un- 
der such  circumstances  as  not  to  entitle  them  to  reimbursement 
under  tlie  “act  relating  to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  of  the 
late  war;”  and  let  it  also  be  known  that  such  are  the  sufferers, 
such  the  merits  of  the  claimants  I represent— and  I feel  confident 
that  the  clouds  of  indignation  which,  for  a moment,  threatened  to 
burst  oyer  iny  frosty  head,  will  be  dispelled  by  the  benign  influ- 
ence of  philanthropy^an  influence  which  has  ever,  and  1 trust  ever 
will  characterise  my  conduct. 

'I'liat  1 should  be  anxious  to  afibrd  a prompt  solace  to  the  suf- 
ferings of  my  fellow-citizens,  will  not  he  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
known  that  they  extended  every  kindness  and  protection  to  my  fa- 
mily, (from  whom  1 was  separated  during  most  of  the  war)  and  at 
a time  when  the  Indians  were  accustomed  to  dance  belbre  the 
door  of  iny  house,  calling  upon  my  wife  to  come  out  and  select 
her  hiisb.'md’s  scalp. 

Relying  upon  the  maxim,  that  “to  err  is  human,  to  forgive  di* 
vine,”  I throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  this  honorable  bo- 
dy, and  tlie  magnanimity  of  the  honorable  gentleman  whose  feel- 
ings I have  had  the  misfortune  to  wound.  If  my  services  form  no 
claim  to  indulgence,  perhaps  mysufl'criiigsanil  those  of  my  family 
may.  I stand  here  prepaixxl  to”  meet  all  the  consequences  of  an 
error  committed  without  any  sinister  intention. 

In  conclusion,  I must  be  permitted  to  remark  that,  during  a 
confinement,  from  which  I have  forborne  to  adopt  any  legal  mea- 
sures to  extricate  mysclfi  the  only  feelings  of  pain  w hich  have  had 
access  to  my  breast,  were  those  produced  by  the  knowledge  that  an 
opinion  was  prevalent  that,  presuming  on  the  misfortunes  of  my 
•fellow  sufterers,  I liad  bought  up  their  claims  at  a very  rerluced 
price.  If  this  hoiiorable  body  would  permit,  I would,  under  the 
soleninity  of  an  oath,  call  upon  God  to  bear  testimony  that  this 
opinion  is  without  basis.  JOHN  ANDHRSON.” 

Jan.  1818. 

I'he  prisoner,  being-  asked  if  he  had  any  tiling 
fiirtlier  to  say,  and  answering  in  the  negative,  was 
taken  from  the  bar:  and  the  house  proceeded  to 


eliberate  o . the  course  now  proper  to  be  pursued. 
Mr.  Forsyth  off -red  for  consideration  amotion 
in  substance  like  that  which  was  iillimately  adop- 
ed,  but  which  proposed  }Ftif?icsday  next  as  llie  day 
on  whicli  John  Anderson  should  be  brought  to  the 
bar. 

A variety  of  propositions,  suggestions,  and  re- 
mai'ks,  were  made  on  this  occasion,  which  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  it  were  important,  accurately  to  re- 
port. 

One  motion  on  which  tlie  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken,  is  worthy  of  particular  notice.  It  was  made 
by  Mr.  Povidextei',  to  strike  out  that  passage  which 
charged  John  Anderson  of  being  guilty  of  a con- 
tempt against  the  privileges  o/the  house,  the  words 
“the  privileges  of,”  thus  denying  the  house  to  have 
any  privileges  not  conferred  on  them  by  the  consti- 
tution.— This  motion  was  negatived,  108  to  54. 

The  will  of  the  house  was  ultimately  consumma- 
ted by  the  passage  of  a resolution  in  the  following 
words: 

JtesolvecI,  That  John  Anderson  has  been  guilty  of  a contempt  and 
a violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  house,  and  tliat  he  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  house  this  day,  and  be  there  reprimanded  by  tlie 
speaker  for  the  outrage  he  has  cummiued,  and  then  discharged 
trom  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms. 

Whereupon  John  Anderson  was  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  house,  and  addressed  by  the  speaker  as 
follows: 

‘•John  Anderson:  You  have  been  brought  before 
this  house  upon  a charge  of  having  committed  a 
breach  of  its  privileges  in  attempting  to  bribe  one 
of  its  members  filling  a high  and  responsible  situa- 
tion, Tlie  house  has  patiently  heard  you  in  your 
defence,  and,  in  proportion  to  the  pleasure  which 
it  has  derived  from  the  concurrent  testimonies  in 
support  of  your  character  and  good  conduct  here- 
tofore, is  its  deep  regret  that  you  have  deliberate- 
ly attempted  to  commit  a crime  so  entirely  incom- 
patible with  the  high  standing  you  have  heretofore 
maintained.  You  have  the  less  apology  for  the  at- 
tempi  which  you  made,  because  you  had  yourself 
experienced  the  justice  of  this  bouse  but  u few 
days  before,  by  tlie  passage  of  two  bills  in  your 
favor,  founded  on  petitions  presented  to  the  house. 
Your  attempt  to  corrupt  the  fountain  of  legislation, 
to  undermine  the  integrity  of  a branch  of  the  nath 
onal  legislature,  is  a crime  of  so  deep  a dye  that 
even  you  must  acknowledge  and  be  sensible  of  it. 
And  if,  John  Anderson,  you  could  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  such  an  attempt;  if  it  were  possible  that 
representatives  of  the  people  could  have  oeen 
found  so  lost  to  their  duty  as  to  accept  your  offer, 
you  must  yourself  see  the  dreadful  consequence  of 
such  a deplorable  state  of  thini^s:  In  your  turn  you 
might  fall  a victim:  for  your  riglits,  your  liberty, 
and  your  property,  might  in  the  end  equally  sufler 
with  those  of  otliers.  The  house  has  seen  with 
pleasure,  that,  at  a very  early  period  after  making 
your  base  ofier,  you  disclaimed,  witli  symptoms  of 
apparent  repentance  and  contrition,  any  iutention 
to  corrupt  tlie  integrity  of  a member;  and,  in  direct- 
i.ig  me  to  pronounce  your  discharge,  the  house  in- 
dulges the  hope  that,  on  your  reui:*n  home,  you 
will  be  more  fully  convinced  of  the  magnitude  of 
your  offence,  and  by  the  future  tenor  of  your  life 
r-ndeavoi-  to  obliterate,  as  far  as  it  may  be  jiossible, 
the  stain  your  conduct  on  this  occasion  has  impres- 
sed on  tlie  higli  and  iio.iorable  character  you  ap- 
pear to  have  previously  sustained.  You  are  dis- 
charged fj-om  the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.” 

Whereupon  John  John  Anderson  was  discharged 
from  custody: 

And  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 
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Other  proceedings  on  Friday. 

The  following  message  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  read,  as  follows,  viz. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
Vnited  States. 

The  claims  of  the  representatives  of  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais,  having  been  recommended  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  the  legislature  by  my 
predecessor,  in  his  message  to  congress  of  IheSlst 
of  January  last;  and  concurring  in  the  sentiments 
therein  expressed,  now  transmit  copies  of  a repre- 
sentation relative  to  it,  received  by  the  secretary  of 
state  from  the  rhinister  of  France,  and  of  correspon 
deace  on  the  subject  between  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris  and  the  duke  of  Richelieu, 
enclosed  with  that  representation. 

JAxMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  January  12, 1818. 

This  message,  together  with  the  petitions  of  J. 
A.  Chevallie,  attorney  for  the  heirs  of  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais,  and  the  documents  on  file  in  the 
clerk’s  office,  relating  thereto,  were  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  md  means. 

The  public  offices. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
letter  which  he  had  received  from  Joseph  Watson, 
the  witness  who  was  yesterday  interrogated  on  the 
subject  referred  to  in  the  letter: 

Washington  I6th  Jan.  1818. 

Sir — I comply  with  the  injunction  of  the  house, 
in  placing  at  its  disposal  the  letter  alluded  to  in  the 
answer  given  by  me  yesterday  to  a question  which 
was  unexpectedly  propounded.  Although  the  let- 
ter will  speak  for  its  self,  yet  in  reference  to  my- 
self, I should  observe  that  at  the  time  the  question 
was  answered,  my  impression  was  that  the  letter 
particularly  mentioned  that  the  person  therein 
named  was  attached  to  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  war;  that  impression  must  have  originated  at 
the  time  of  reading  the  letter,  from  the  similarity 
of  names. 

I beg  leave,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportuni 
ty  to  explain  the  cause  of  my  hesitating  to  answer 
the  question  above  alluded  to.  I then  consider  it 
as  irrelevant  to  the  subject  about  which  I had 
been  sworn  to  testify,  and  hesitated  for  the  purpose 
of  canvassing  my  right  to  refuse  an  answer,  and  the 
expediency  of  subjecting  myself  to  the  implications 
which  would  have  been  the  concomitants  of  that 
refusal. 

Unwilling  to  be  dragged  before  the  eye  of  the 
public,  on  a question  to  which,  (adverting  to  my 
pursuits)  so  much  delicacy  is  attached,  I trust  it 
will  not  derogate  from  the  high  respect  I entertain 
for  the  honorable  body  over  which  you,  sir,  have 
the  honor  to  preside,  that  I would  state  that 
the  information  which  I have  been  called  upon  to 
afford,  may  be  officially  obtained  from  the  treasu- 
rer’s warrrant  book,  and  the  report  of  the  secretary 
of  war,  which  was  some  time  since  called  for  by 
the  house.  I will  add,  however,  that,  regardless  of 
tlie  consequences,  I shall  endeavor  to  acquit  myself 
of  any  du'.y  which  the  injunction  of  the  honorable 
house  of  representatives  may  require  from  from  me. 

1 G.annot  refrain  to  express  my  belief  that  there 
are  clerks  who  transact  agency  business,  whose 
small  salaries  and  large  families  cannot  fail  to  pal- 
liate the  impropriety  of  the  course. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  salute  you  vdth  the 
highest  sentiments  of  individual  respect,  and  to  be, 
yours,  &c.  JOS.  WATSON. 

[Tlie  letter  enclosed  states  merely  that  he  had 
anployed  Mr.  L.  Edwards  to  procure  certain  claims 
^br  him  at  five  dollars  each,  &c. 


The  letter  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  .Mass,  offered  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire whether  any  or  what  clerks,  or  other  officers 
in  either  of  the  departments  or  in  any  office  at 
the  seat  of  the  general  government  have  conduct- 
ed improperly  in  their  official  duties;  and  that  the 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a desultory  debate  of 
considerable  length,  which  the  narrowness  of  our 
limits  compels  us  to  omit — the  question  was  at 
length  taken  and  agreed  to  by  a large  majority. 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  January  19  On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
Armistead,  T.  Mason  had  leave  to  witli  draw  his 
petition,  contesting  the  election  of  C.  F.  Mercer, 
a member  of  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands  were  directed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  the  state  of  Ohio  to  sell 
thirty-five  sections  of  land  heretofore  granted  to 
the  said  state  for  the  support  of  the  Sciota  Salt 
Works  but  which  are  no  longer  useful  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkinson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  what  fees  have  been  charged 
and  received  by  the  district  attorney  of  the  south- 
ern district  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  prosecu- 
tions brought  by  him  against  retailers  of  spirits,  for 
vending  them  without  license;  and,  also,  what  fees 
have  been  received  and  charged  in  the  same  cases, 
by  the  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  said  southern 
district  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  that  the 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  fixing 
the  compensation  of  the  senators,  representatives, 
and  delegates  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
were  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lov,ndes,  the  house  having  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
military  establishment  for  1818:  the  several  appro- 
priations passed  without  opposition,  except  one 
which  provides  for  the  appropriation  of 35, 000  dol- 
lars to  compensate  such  brevet  officers  as  may  be 
placed  in  service  in  such  situations  as  to  entitle 
them  to  pay  according  to  their  brevet  rank. 

This  provision  Mr.  Lowndes  moved  to  strike  out 
of  the  bill. 

Whereupon  a debate  arose  on  the  expediency  of 
continuing  this  allowance.  The  debate  was  of  so 
considerable  length,  that  even  a brief  sketch  of  it 
wotild  exceed  our  limits. 

Those  who  supported  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  section,  were  Messrs.  Lowndes,  Clay,  Sergeant, 
Reed,  of  Md.;  and  those  who  opposed  it  were 
Messrs.  Mercer,  Harrison,  Ogle,  Baldwin,  and  Smyth, 
.Mr.  Cidbrelh  and  Mr.  Taylor  also  expressed  their 
views  of  it. 

The  motion  was  founded  on  the  absence  of  any 
necessity  for  employing  brevet  officers  in  situations, 
entitling  them  to  pay  beyond  that  attached  to  their 
lineal  rank,  and  was  supported  on  that  and  other 
grounds.  It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that,  as 
the  law  now  authorizes  the  employment  and  extra 
pay  of  such  officers  when  commanding  separate 
posts,  See.  it  contains  a compact  which  the  govern- 
ment ought  not  to  annul,  between  it  and  the  olficers 
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and  also  on  the  ground,  that,  whilst  the  law  exists, 
the  appropriations  ought  to  be  made  accordingly’. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  this  clause  prevailed  by 
a large  majority. 

The  remainder  of  the  bill  having  been  gone 
through,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  house,  and ’nation  of  particular  business  to  particular  days.) 


was  ordered  to  be  engro.ssed. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday  Jan.  20.  Mr.  Sergeant,  having  obtained 
leave,  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  incorporat- 
ing the  United  State.s’  B ink,  (autliorizing  the  com- 
p.any  to  dispense  with  the  signatures  of  the  presi- 
dent and  cashier  of  the  principal  bank,  from  all 
notes  issued  from  the  several  branches,  and  autho- 
rising the  president  and  cashier  of  the  branches  to 
sign  and  countersign  the  bills  issued  from  their 
respective  offices,  &c.) 

Mr.  Harrison  oft’ered  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration: 


Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  jointly  j length. 


IVedneaday,  Jan.  21. — The  house  took  up  for  con- 
sideration an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  tlie  house  f 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bassett,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  designate  more  distinctly  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  to  make  them  peremptory  (that  is,  the  assig- 
' nation  of  particular  business  to  particular  days.) — 
A considerable  conversation  took  place  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  new  rule  proposed,  which  was  ulti- 
mately rejected. 

The  engrossed  bills  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service,  were  read  a third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chair, 
in  debating  the  bill  prescribing  the  effect  of  certain 
judicial  records. 

Mr.  Pavoling,  Mr.  Pindall,  and  Mr.  Storrs,  deli- 
vered speeches  of  considerable  length  against  the 
j bill,  and  Mr.  Spencer  replied,  also  at  considerable 


with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
senate,  to  consider  and  report  what  measures  it 
may  be  proper  to  adopt,  to  manifest  the  public  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  general  Thaddeus  Koscius- 
ko, formerly  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  uniform  and  distinguished  friend  of 
liberty  and  the  rights  of  man. 

[Mr.  Harrison  introduced  this  motion  by  some 
feeling  remarks  on  the  subject  of  it,  and  by  a 
view  of  the  principal  events  of  gen. Kosciusko’s  life  ] 

The  speaker  presented  a letter  from  thesecreta 
ry  of  the  treasury,  transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  February,  1817,  a report 
on  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  more 
effectual  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  collection  of 
the  duties  on  imports. 

The  speaker  also  presented  the  annual  report 
from  the  navy  department,  of  the  state  of  the  navy 
pension  fund,  the  disbursements  therefrom,  a list  of 
the  pensioners,  &c. 

Also,  from  the  same  department  a statement  re- 
specting the  condition  and  management  of  the  navy 
hospital  fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  message  of  the 
president  transmitting  the  claim  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Caron  de  Heuumarc’iais,  which  had  been 


The  committee  having  risen,  and  the  bill  being' 
before  the  honse — 

Mr.  Forsyth,  to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which, 
having  been  so  largely  debated,  must  by  this  time 
be  perfectly  understood,  moved  to  postpone  the  biff 
indefinitely. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a large 
majority. 

So  the  bill,  after  so  much  learning,  labor,  and 
ability  displayed  upon  it,  was  finally  rejected. 

Thursday,  .Tan.  22.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.  after  an  in- 
troductory explanation  of  his  views,  introduced  a 
resolution,  which,  after  being  subsequently  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  to,  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  alterations  are  proper  to  be  made  in  the  seve- 
ral laws  for  the  government  of  the  navy.” 

Connected  with  this  motion,  Mr.  Johnson  submit- 
ted the  following,  which  was  also  agreed  fo: 

**Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  house  the  proceedings  of  a 
certain  court  martial,  ordered  by  commodore  Isaac 
Chauncey,  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  for  the 
trial  of  captain  Oliver  II.  Perry;  also  the  proceed- 


referred  to  the  commi'ace  of  ways  and  means  in  the  I ings  of  a court  martial,  on  the  same  station,  ordered 
first  instance,  and  afterw.-irds  transferred  to  the!  by  the  same  officer,  fbr  the  trial  of  captain  John 
committee  of  claims,  was  now  referred  to  a select'  Heath,  of  the  marine  corps, 
committee 


In  the  conversation  which  took  place  respecting  | respect  to  the  memory  of  Kosciu.sko,  which  sh 
the  reference  of  this  claim,  one  gentleman  estimat-  be  noticed  in  our  next,  with  all  the  proceedings 
ed  its  amount  at  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  another  at  near  a million. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  yesterday’s  committee  of  the  whole, 
on  the  military  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  1818. 

The  question  to  concur  in  tlie  amendment  which 
strikes  out  the  allowance  of  35, 000  dollars  to  defray 
the  expense  of  extra  pay  to  brevet  officers,  who 
hold  separate  commands  of  districts  or  posts,  ac- 
cording to  their  brevet  rank — gave  rise  to  much  de- 
bate, of  considerable  interest,  and  was  at  length 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  Messrs.  Mercer,  Ing- 
ham, Harrison,  Robertson  and  Palmer  opposed  the 
amendment:  and  Messrs.  LowiuIps,  Pitkin,  John- 
son of  Ky.  and  Forsyth,  supported  it. 

On  the  question,  the  house  agreed  to  concur  with 
the  coraraittee  in  striking  out  the  provision  for 

brevet  pay,  by  a vote  of  130  to  30,  being  a very  januaiiyo,  1818. 

decisive  expression  of  tlic  opinio  i of  this  liouse  on  ! The  committee  on  the  public  lands,  to  whom  w.hs 
the  subject. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a tliird  time. 


Mr.  //armojj  offered  a resolution  as  a tribute  of 

shall 

, „ on 

the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Tohnson,  of  Kv.  the  house  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  now  Ijing 
on  the  table,  for  the  commutation  of  soldiers’ 
bounty  lands,  with  the  amendments  proposed  there- 
to. 

After  debate,  a motion  to  postpone  the  subject 
indefinitely  was  lost  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  speak- 
er— 77  being  for  and  77  against  it.  Some  amend- 
ments were  then  offered  to  the  bill. 


Congressional  Reports. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  the  public  hiuc^s,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  increasing  the  price  at  luhich  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  shall  hereafter  be  soul. 


referred  a resolution,  instructing  ihem  toinquii  e 
into  the  e.xpediency  of  increasing  the  price  at 
which  the  public  ’ands,  shall  be  sold  hereafter, 
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have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  res- 
pectfully report: 

That  the  lands  of  the  United  States  are  carefully 
surveyed  and  divided  into  sections  of  640  acres, 
quarter  sections,  and  in  certain  cases  of  eighths  of 
sections;  that  tliey  are  advertised  for,  and  set  qp  at 
public  sale,  and  disposed  of  to  the  highest  bidder, 
at  any  price  above,  two  dollars  per  acre — if  they 
are  not  sold,  they  are  returned  to  the  register’s 
office,  and  may  be  entered  for.  In  the  office,  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  with  a credit,  after  the  payment 
of  one  fourth,  of  two,  three,  and  four  years;  the 
effects  of  this  part  of  the  system  has  been  hereto- 
fore, deemed  beneficial,  both  to  the  public  and  to  in- 
dividuals. It  is  beneficial  to  individuals,  because 
the  price  is  so  moderate,  that  the  poorest  citizen 
may  place  himself  in  the  most  useful  and  honora- 
ble’ situation  in  society,  by  becoming  a cultivator 
of  his  own  land:  and  the  fixed  value  is  so  higi;, 
connected  with  the  abundance  of  our  vacant  terri- 
tory, as  to  prevent  individuals  from  purchasing 
with  a hope  of  advantage,  unreasonably  extensive 
and  numerous  tracts,  to  be  held  for  purposes  of 
speculation;  that  this  is  the  case,  that  lands  sold 
by  the  United  States,  are  not  held  by  speculators, 
may  be  fairly  inferred  by  a consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

From  the  opening  of  the  land  offices  in  the  north 
west  territory,  as  it  was  then  called,  to  the  30th 
September,  1810,  3,167,829  acres  of  land  were  sold; 
this  amount,  compared  with  the  population  in  1810, 
is  in  the  ratio  of  something  less  than  12  acres  for 
each  individual;  the  free  white  inhabitants  of  Vir- 
ginia in  1800,  amounted  to  518,674,  the  lands  of  the 
state,  valued  in  1798,  amounted  to  40,458,644  acres; 
this  divided  among  the  inhabitants,  gives  to  each 
individual,  upwards  of  76  acres  of  land,  but  it  will 
not  be  contended,  that  the  lands  of  Virginia  are 
held  by  speculators;  and  with  much  less' truth  can 
it  be  so  said  of  the  lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 
Again,  to  show  by  inference,  that  the  public  lands 
are  not  disposed  of  at  too  low  a price,  the  commit- 
tee have  thought  proper  to  inquire  into  the  estimat- 
ed value  of  the  lands  in  several  of  the  states,  and 
tliey  find,  that  in  the  year  1786,  the  lands  of  New 
Hampshire,  amounting  to  3,749,061  acres,  were 
valued  at  19,028,108  dollars,  or  $5  7 per  acre. 

In  Pennsylvania,  11,959,865  acres  were  valued  at 
^62,824,852,  or  ^6  9 per  acre. 

In  Maryland  5,444,272  acres  were  valued  at 
1^21,634,004;  or  ^3  77  per  acre. 

In  Virginia,  40,458,644  acres  were  valued  at 
09,976,860  dollars,  or  gl  48  cents  per  acre;  and 
finally,  in  the  sixteen  states,  at  that  time  compos- 
ing the  United  States,  the  land  amounted  to  163, 
746,686  acres,  valued  at  479,293,263  dollars,  or  ^2 
92  cents  per  acre;  now  if  the  lands  of  the  U.  States, 
settled  and  peopled  as  they  were  have  been  thus 
valued,  it  may  safely  be  concluded  that  the  unin- 
habited wilds  of  our  forests  are  not  disposed  of  at 
too  low  a price. 

Indeed  the  committee  feel  somewhat  apprehen- 
sive that  the  United  States,  so  far  from  being  ena- 
bled to  increase,  will  find  themselves  compelled 
to  lessen  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  forego 
the  golden  dreams  they  indulge  in,  of  enormous 
revenue  to  arise  from  their  sale.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected by  the  house,  that  heretofore,  the  public  has 
been  the  monopolist  of  land — that,  notwithstanding 
this  advantage,  not  more  than  eight  or  nine  mil- 
lions of  acres  have  been  disposed  ofi  for  a sura  less 
than  19,000,000  of  dollars,  and  that  too,  during  a 
space  of  18  or  20  years. 

I'hey  will  now  take  into  consideration  the  fact. 


that  five  or  six  millions  of  acres  have  been  given  as 
bounty  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  and  now  are 
or  soon  will  be  the  in  market  to  meet  the  demand 
which  the  United  States  alone  could  heretofore  sup- 
ply. Tlie  committee  will  not  obtrude  upon  the 
house,  the  deductions  or  reflections  which  grow 
out  of  this  state  of  things;  they  content  themselves 
with  the  justification  it  affords  of  the  resolution 
which  they  respectfully  submit: 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  the  present 
time,  to  increase  the  price  at  which  the  public 
lands  are  required  to  be  sold. 

ITATIOXAL  riAG. 

Report  of  the  select  committee,  appointed  07i  the  16th 
nit.  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the 
fag  of  the  United  States. 

Jawuahy  6,  1818. 

.Accompanied  rvith  a bill  to  alter  the  fag  of  the  United 
States. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  maturely  considered  the  subject 
referred  to  them,  and  have  adopted  substantially, 
the  report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  same  subject,  at  the  last  session  of  congress, 
as  forming  a part  of  this  report. 

The  committee  are  fullty  persuaded  that  the  form 
selected  for  the  American  flag,  was  truly  emble- 
matical of  our  origin,  and  existence  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation;  and  that  as  such,  it  having  met  the 
approbation  and  received  the  support  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  union,  it  ought  to  undergo  no  change 
that  would  decrease  its  conspiciiity,  or  tend  to  de- 
prive it  of  its  representative  character;  the  com- 
mittee however  believe  that  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  states  in  the  union,  since  the  flag  was  al- 
tered by  law,  sufficiently  indicates  the  propriety  of 
such  a change  in  the  arrangement  of  the  flag  as 
shall  best  accord  with  the  reasons  that  led  to  its 
original  adoption  and  sufficiently  point  to  impor- 
tant periods  of  our  national  history. 

Tl»e  original  flag  of  the  United  States  was  com- 
posed of  thirteen  stripes,  and  thirteen  stars,  and 
was  adopted  by  a resolution  of  the  continental  con- 
gress on  the  14th  of  June,  1777.  On  the  13th  of 
January  1794,  after  two  new  states  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  union,  the  national  legislature  passed 
an  act,  that  the  stripes  and  stars,  should,  on  a day 
fixed,  be  increased  to  fifteen  each,  to  comport  with 
the  then  number  of  independent  states.  The  ac- 
cession of  new  states  since  that  alteration,  and  the 
certain  prospect  that  at  no  distant  period  the  num- 
ber of  states  will  be  considerably  multiplied,  ren- 
der it  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  highly  inex- 
pedient to  increase  the  number  of  stripes,  as  every 
flag  must  in  some  measure  be  limited  in  its  size, 
from  the  circumstance  of  convenience  to  the  place 
on  which  it  is  to  be  displayed,  while  an  increase 
would  necessarily  decrease  their  magnitude  and 
render  them  proportionably  less  distinct  to  distant 
observation.  This  consideration  has  induced  many 
to  retain  only  the  general  form  of  the  flag,  while 
there  actually  exists  a great  want  of  uniformity  in 
its  adjustment,  particularly  when  used  on  small  pri- 
vate vessf’ls. 

The  national  flag  being  in  general  use,  by  vessels 
of  almost  every  description,  it  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee of  considerable  importance  to  adopt  some 
arrangement  calculated  to  prevent,  in  future,  great 
or  expensive  alterations.  Under  these  impressions 
they  are  led  to  believe  no  alteration  could  be  made 
more  emblematical  of  our  origin,  and  present  es,- 
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istcuce,  as  ct)P)posed  of"  a number  of  independenti 
and  united  states,  than  to  reduce  the  stripes  in  the 
to  the  original  number  of  thirteen,  to  repre- 
sent the  number  of  states  then  contending  for,  and 
happily  achieving*  their  independence,  and  to  in- 
crease tlie  stars  to  correspond  with  the  number  of 
states  now  in  the  union;  and  hereafter  to  add  one 
star  to  the  flag,  whenever  a new  state  shall  be  fully 
admitted. 

These  slight  alterations  will,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  meet  the  general  approbation,  as 
well  of  those  who  may  have  regretted  a former  de- 
parture from  the  original,  and  such  as  are  solicitous 
to  see  in  it,  a representation  of  every  state  in  the 
union. 

Tlie  committee  cannot  believe  that,  in  retaining 
only  thirteen  stripesr,  it  necessarily  follows,  they 
should  be  distinctly  considered  in  reference  to  cer- 
tain individual  states,  inasmuch  as  nearly  all  the 
new  states  were  a component  part  of  and  represent- 
ed in,  the  original  states — and  inasmuch,  also,  as 
the  flag  is  intended  to  signify  numbers,  and  not  lo- 
cal and  particular  sections  of  the  union — nor  can 
the  committee  view  the  proposed  inconsiderable 
addition,  to  be  made  on  the  admission  of  a new 
state,  in  the  light  of  a departure  from  that  perma- 
nancy  of  form  which  ought  to  characterise  the  flag 
of  the  nation. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA,  8cC. 

Heport  of  the  committee,  on  so  :':uch  of  the  president^ s 
message  as  relates  to  the  militia. 

January  9,  1813. 

Accompanied  -with  a bill  to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming  and  disciplining  the  militia,  &c.  &c. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  message  of  the  president  as  relates  to  the 


3.  Congress  having  power  to  provide  for  govern- 
ing the  militia  only  when  they  are  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  authority  of  training 
them  belonging  to  the  state  governments,  the  com- 
mittee have  not  deemed  it  proper  that  congress 
should  prescribe  tlie  time  to  be  devoted  to  training,, 
or  the  manner  in  which  that  object  will  be  best 
effected  It  is  the  duty  of  the  state  legislature? 
to  enact  the  necessary  laws  for  that  purpose.  The 
committee  deem  it  a sufficient  exercise  of  the  pow- 
er  to  provide  for  disciplining  the  militia,  to  direct, 
the  appointment  of  the  necessary  officers,  to  pre- 
scribe their  duties,  and  to  provide  a system  of  dis- 
cipline, comprehending  the  camp  duties,  instruc- 
tion, field  exercise,  and  field  service,  for  the  militia 

4.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  regu- 
lations for  calling  forth  the  militia  may  remain  sub- 
stantially as  at  present  existing:  that  the  president 
should,  in  all  cases,  address  his  orders  immediately  ' 
to  some  officer  of  the  militia,  and  not  to  the  exe- 
cutive of  any  state.  The  governor  of  a state  is 
not  a militia  officer,  bound  to  execute  the  orderv 
of  the  president;  he  cannot  be  tried  for  disobedience 
of  orders,  and  punished  by  the  sentence  of  a court 
martial. 

5.  In  providing  for  governing  the  militia  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  it  has  appeared  to 
your  committee,  that  the  senior  class  might  be  ex- 
empted from  being  marched  out  of  the  state  to 
which  they  may  belong;  that  the  junior  chss,  com- 
posed of  ardent  and  vigorous  men,  the  efficient  force 
of  the  nation,  should,  when  called  into  service,  con- 
tinue therein  some  time  after  having  acquired  the 
knowledge  and  habits  of  soldiers;  that  tiie  officers 
should,  by  their  own  consent,  he  continued  still 
longer  in  service,  as  military  knowledge,  principles 
and  habits,  are  most  essential  to  the  officers,  who 

militia,  have  had  that  subject  under  considera-  who  are  the  souls  of  an  army.  It  has  also  appeared 


tion,  and  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  the  constitution  grants  to  congress  the  fol- 
lowing powers  in  relation  to  the  militia,  to  wit:  To 
provide  for  organizing  the  militia;  for  arming  them; 
for  disciplining  them;  for  calling  them  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  for  governing  them  there- 
in; and  for  compensating  them  for  their  services, 
which  powers  the  comrailtec  have  considered  sepa- 
rately. 

1.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  in  organiz- 
ing the  militia,  it  would  be  a great  improvement  to  ! 
divide  them  into  two  classes,  with  a view  to  train  I 


to  your  committee,  that  those  principles  would  he 
best  acquired  by  the  officers  of  the  militia,  in  serv- 
ing  with  officers  of  the  regular  troops  on  courts 
martial,  for  the  trial  of  oflenders  either  of  the 
regular  troops  or  militia. 

6.  The  compensation  to  the  militia  for  their  ser- 
vices, consisting  of  pay  and  allowance  for  clothing, 
and  of  pensions  in  case  of  disability  by  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  service,  the  committee  would  allow 
to  remain  nearly  as  heretofore  fixed  by  law. 

The  committee  -acting  according  to  the  foregoing 
principles,  report  a bill  to  provide  for  organizing. 


arming,  and  distfiplining  the  militia;  for  calling  ihein 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates;  for  governing 
them  therein;  and  for  compensating  them  for  tlie'u 
services. 
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diligently,  and  to  provide  to  arm  immediately,  the 
young  men,  and  exempt  tlie  elderly  men  from  that 
sacrifice  of  time  which  effective  training  would 
require — the  organization  of  the  militia  might  re- 
main in  all  other  respects  nearly  as  lieretofore  estab- 
lished. 

2.  The  constitution  having  made  it  . the  duty  of 

congress  to  provide  for  arming  the  militia,  „f  laie  rfafes  to  the  Sih  of 

power  IS  not  duly  exercised  by  merely  enacting  that  ^ ■'  Tjecemhe-  inc!mi-e 

the  mtlnia  shall  arm  themselves.  A law  to  that  I p^,.,;,„,ent  has  been  further  prorogued  to  the27th 

resolv- 
ed to  maintain  a strict  neutrality  between  Spain 
and  lier  revolted  colonies— a proclamation  has  been 
issued  forbidding  the  service  of  llritish  subjects  in 
the  military  force  of  either  party— with  an  excep- 
tion in  favor  of  those  at  present  in  Ferdinand’s  ser- 
vice, but  they  are  not  to  act  against  the  colonists. 
Austria  is  recruiting  her  army  by  a conscription— Xha 
first  class,  those  between  twenty  and  twenty  five 
years  ot  age,  are  to  be  drafted  into  the  regime-U  of 
the  line.  The  Russian  squadron,  bound  for  Cadiz, 
has  arrived  at  Deal.  A report  prevails  tliat  Lucien 
.Bonaparte  had  escaped  in  the  American  brig  Cos- 


effect,  unsanctioned  by  penalties,  will  be  disregard.  1 s intlmared  ,h^ 

ed,  and  It  thus  sanctioned,  wdl  be  unjust,  for  It  wd  |“^^  maintain  a strict  neutrality  between  S 


operate  as  a capitation  tax,  which  the  opulent  and 
the  needy  will  pay  equally,  and  which  will  not  be 
^rne  by  the  states  in  tlie  proportion  fixed  by  the 
constitution.  The  committee  do  not  approve  of 
putting  public  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  militia, 
when  not  necessary.  That  mode  would  expose  the 
arms  to  be  lost  and  destroyed.  They  conceive  that 
congress  should  provide  arsenals,  from  which  the 
militia  of  every  part  of  the  United  States  could 
draw  arms  when  necessary,  which  would  be  a suffi- 
cient exercise  of  the  power  to  provide  for  arming 
the  militia. 
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samer,  of  eight  guns,  and  was  on  his  way  for  Boston. 
Tlie  Prussian  ambassador  at  Paris  has  very  peremp- 
torily demanded  an  explanation  of  a passage  of 
Louis’  speech,  and  of  the  reply  of  the  deputies. — 
There  is  a report  that  the  duke  of  York,  being  pre- 
sumptive heir  of  the  crown,  will  resign  the  command 
of  the  arsny. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

The  Boston  Gazette  has  three  and  an  half  huge 
columns,  filled  with  a very  small  type,  detailing  the 
ceremonies,  &c.  that  took  place  at  the  funeral  of 
the  princess  Charlotte,  the  “still-born  male  in- 
fant!” The  world  will  not  come  to  an  end  because 
that  woman  (though  she  may  have  been  a good  one) 
and  her  child  are  deposited  in  the  “narrow  house.” 

The  English  seem  so  much  alarmed  lest  they 
may  not  have  a full  blooded  Guelph  to  ride  them, 
that  there  is  some  talk  of  legitimatizing  the  marri- 
age of  the  duke  of  Sussex  with  lady  Murray,  strum- 
petized,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  in  1794.  Lady 
Murray  was  honestly  and  fairly  married  to  the  duke 
at  Rome,  and  is  said  to  have  more  virtue  and  intel- 
ligence than  belongs  to  the  whole  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily. It  is  said  that  she  is  a native  American, 
daughter  of  lord  Dunmore,  and  born  in  Virginia. 
She  has  a son  about  21  years  of  age  and  2 daughters, 
nearly  out  of  their  teens. 

Frequent  meetings  of  the  cabinet  have  caused 
considerable  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  stocks. 
The  3 per  cent,  consols  fell  from  84  to  80,  on  an 
alarm  of  hostilities  between  Spain  and  Portugal; 
but  they  had  again  nearly  recovered  their  highest 
price. 

The  season  has  been  so  fine  in  England  that  a se- 
cond crop  of  strawberries  were  said  to  be  growing 
on  the  26th  Nov.  in  a certain  garden  at  Prescott. 

“SPANISH  AMEKICA.” 

We  are  compelled  to  express  a belief  that  Mina 
has  been  captured  and  executed,  and  his  party  de- 
stroyed or  dispersed.  It  is  stated  that  he  was  put 
to  death  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mexico.  The 
town  of  Campeachy  was  illuminated  on  the  news  of 
it.  A letier,  however,  from  Vera  Cruz  noticed  in 
the  Aurora,  dated  J\tovember  11,  staters  that  he  was 
organizing  the  communities  in  the  very  centre  of 
Mexico,  &c. 

We  have  several  proclamations,  &c.  from  Vene- 
zuela. A proclamation  by  Bolivar,  supreme  chief, 
dated  at  Angostura,  Oct.  17,  announcing  the  dis- 
covery of  the  treachery  of  Gen.  Piar,  and  his  exe- 
cution— it  would  seem  that  his  ambition  and  avarice 
combined  to  cause  him  desert  the  banners  of  the 
republic.  2.  A despatch  from  the  royal  Col.  Roque, 
of  the  regiment  of  Navarre,  announcing  the  defeat 
of  a detachment  of  the  patriot  forces  at  Hogaza, 
in  which  “ the  whole  of  their  infantry  and  400  of 
the  cavalry  perished” — that  they  lost  2 pieces  of 
artillery,  and  all  their  ammunition  and  stores,  &c. 
3.  A letter  from  Angostura  containing  a favorable 
account  of  the  forces  and  proceedings  of  the  patri- 
ots, and.^tating  that  they  vvould  pacify  all  the  pro- 
vinces “before  the  end  of  the  year.”  A supreme 
council  has  been  established  at  Angostura,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  republic  appear  to  be  well  regulated 
— an  expedition  of  1800  men,  in  51  small  vessels, 
was  about  to  sail  from  thence.  4.  An  address  from 
Gen.  Bermudez  to  the  people  of  Cumana,  announc- 
ing that  his  army  is  approaching  to  bring  the  “olive 
of  peace  with  the  laurel  of  victory.”  An  opinion 
prevails  that  a decisive  battle  will  speedily  be 
fought  which  may  probably  decide  the  fate  of  Ve- 
nezuela, and  stop  the  oceans  of  blood  that  have 
flowed  in  that  most  unfortunate  country.  It  is  re- 
ported that  some  troops  were  expected  from  Spain. 


AMELIA. 

It  is  stated  that  a Spanish  officer  had  reached 
Fernandina  to  ascertain  whether  the  United  States 
had  taken  possession  of  the  island  as  friends  or  ene- 
mies; at  the  same  time  expressing  his  satisfaction 
that  the  nest  was  broken  up. 

Com.  Aury  has  denounced  a certain  William  P. 
Moore  as  running  away  from  Amelia  with  a certain 
prize  vessel,  of  about  70  tons,  armed  with  5 guns, 
with  an  intention  to  commit  depredations  on  the 
high  seas — saying  that  he  is  unauthorised,  and  re- 
questing that  he  may  be  brought  to  trial  as  a pirate. 

It  was  expected  that  Aury,  with  his  fleet.  Sec. 
would  leave  Amelia  about  the  20th  inst.  Some  of 
the  U.  S.  troops  were  embarking  to  join  gen.  Gaines 
at  fort  Scott,  for  which  place  the  general,  as  before 
noticed,  had  departed. 


CHRONICLE. 

EMTGTiATroir.  A gentleman  at  New  York  has  fa- 
vored the  editor  of  the  Weekly  Registeh,  with  the 
following  list  of  emigrants  arriving  at  that  port, 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  Dec.  1817,  both 
inclusive,  and  assures  us  that  its  correctness  may 
be  relied  upon. 

England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  - - -3,131 


Ireland, 1,703 

France, 674 

Germany  and  Holland,  - - - - 252 

Spain  and  Portugal, 64 

South  America,  40 

West  Indies, 464 

British  Possessions  in  North  America  1,273 
East  Indies  15,  Italy  14.  ....  29 

Russia,  Denmark  and  Sweden,  - - - 4 


Total  7,634 


Indian  tvar. — Accounts  from  our  Southern  fron- 
tier, state  that  major  Muhlenburg,  who  was  ascend- 
ing the  Flint  river  with  three  vessels,  having  on 
board  a detachment  of  U.  S.  troops,  provisions,  &c. 
was  attacked  30  miles  below  Fprt  Scott  by  tivelve 
hundred  Indians  and  negroes,  on  the  16th  ultimo'. 

When  the  express  left,  which  was  on  the  the  18th, 
the  firing  from  both  parties  continued;  at  which 
time  major  Muhlenburg  had  three  men  killed  and 
thirteen  wounded;  but  there  was  not  the  least  ap- 
prehension  of  any  the  vessels  being  taken  that  were 
under  his  command.  The  troops  so  defended  them- 
selves in  the  vessels,  from  the_  enemy,  that  they 
were  perfectly  safe.  No  man  was  killed  or  wound- 
ed except  when  in  the  act  of  warping  or  casting 
anchor.  Capt.  M’Intosh,  who  commanded  a post  12 
miles  from  Fort  Scott,  with  40  men,  was  attacked 
on  the  15th  ult.  by  between  2 and  300  indians. 
Captain  M.  defeated  them  without  losing  a single 
man,  and  has  since  been  relieved.  There  had  also 
been  a skirmish  between  the  friendly  and  hostile 
savages,  in  which  the  chief  of  the  former  was  killed, 
in  consequence  of  which  a numbei*  of  the  party  un- 
der his  command  are  said  to  have  deserted  and 
joined  the  hostile  indians. 

We  learn  by  a sick  soldier  who  has  just  return- 
ed home  from  the  army,  that  the  detachment  of 
militia  from  this  state  had  reached  Flint  river  and 
commenced  erecting  the  fortifications  directed  by 
general  Gaines.  He  also  states,  that  the  Indians 
had  sent  deputies  to  sue  for  peace  on  the  cond  ?ions 
formerly  rejected  by  them,  and  that  it  was  beli  ved 
in  camp,  that  hostilities  would  cease  without  the 
further  effusion  of  blood.  We  have  no  late  intelli- 
gence from  the  regulars  at  fort  Scott. 

[Mlledgeville  Journal,  6th  ifist- 
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0C7*7'o  ditpose  of  some  articles  in  type,  the  present 
number  has  been  made  to  consist  of ' wenty  pa^es — and 
•we  ha-oe  matter  enough  yet  lying-over  to  make  40  more. 

The  GENERAL  INDEX  is  Iti  ppogrcss,  and  will  be 
published  early  in  the  spring.  A confulence  is 
felt  that  it  will  meet  the  wishes  and  expectations 
of  the  friends  of  the  Weekly  Register;  and,  that 
by  it,  immediate  reference  may  be  to  any  article  in 
the  twelve  volumes  now  published.  Additional 
subscriptions  are  solicited,  as  not  many  copies 
more  than  are  engaged  will  be  printed. 

The  prospect  respecting  the  volume  of  retolu- 
TioNAHY  SPEECHES,  Sic.  is  not  SO  fluttering.  Many 
contributions  expected  for  it  have  not  been  receiv- 
ed, and  the  editor  is  yet  undetermined  on  the 
course  he  shall  take  respecting  it.  A little  more 
time  may  designate  that  course — but,  in  any  event, 
the  valuable  articles  collected  shall  not  be  lost. 

CoNNECTicor.  A Mr.  Converse,  who  publishes 
a newspaper  at  New-Haven,  has  affected  to  laugh 
ut  my  “ignorance”  for  having  said  that  there  “had 
been  an  established  church  in  Connecticut” — but  he 
iindly  excuses  it,  because  I am  “living  in  Balti 
anore.”  The  editor  of  the  New-Haven  Herald  has 
politely  interfered,  and  demonstrated  that  either 
the  said  Mr.  Conve  rse  or  myself  have  spoken  fool- 
ishly,— by  publishing  the  following  extract  from 
the  laws  of  that  state: 

“This  assembly  do  declare  their  great  approba- 
tion of  such  a happy  agreement,  [to  wit,  the  Say- 
brook  Platform,]  and  do  ordain  that  all  the  Chris- 
tian churches  within  this  government,  that  are  or 
shall  b • thus  united  in  doctrine,  worship,  and  dib- 
ciFLixE,  be,  and  for  the  future  shall  be,  owned  and 
acknowledged  as  established  by  law.”  Vide 
Slat.  ed.  of  1750,  p.  169. 

Manufactures.  The  editor  of  the  Register 
was  favored  with  and  has  attentively  read,  a pamph- 
let addressed  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  John  JMellish,  on  “I/ie  necessity  of  protect 
ing  and  encouraging  the  matnfactnres  of  (he  United 
States.^*  It  is  an  interesting  little  work,  and,  so 
tar  as  we  arejudges  of  what  is  irue  political  econo- 
?ny,  a very  excellent  one.  Its  leading  principle  is 
bottomed  on  what  must  forever  constitute  the 
■Wealih  of  a nation — which  is,  the  profitable  employ- 
ment of  its  population;  and  he  also  cle.irly  siiews  us 
that  we  cannot  long  continue  to  pay  the  present  hea 
yy  difference  between  the  value  of  our  exports  and 
imports,  in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  There  is  nothing 
new  in  those  positions;  but  Mr.  Mellisli’s  elucida- 
tions of  the  facts  appertaining  to  them  are  pleasing, 
and  it  is  impossible  that  they  should  be  loo  often 
enforced  until  we  have  agreed  to  act  upon  them 
as  we  ought  to  do.  We  shall  probably  interweave 
some  extracts  from  this  pamphlet  in  the  remarks 
that  we  ha4  in  a state  of  preparation  on  the  same 
subject  before  we  received  it,  and  which  we  de 
signed  to  publish  under  a hope  that  congress 
Would  not  rise  without  doing  something  to  ensure 
a sufficient  protectiomo  our  manufactures.  Much 
has  been  done,  many  millions  iiave  been  spent  for 
commerce— and  we  are  content  to  say  it  is  well:  but 
manitp.ctuves,  many  times  more  important,  have 
be^-  > .ri  fed  to  .struggle  for  ihemselve.s;  the  du- 1 
ties  upon  foreign  goods  having  been  levied  for  the 
only  se  Of  rusmg  a revenue. 

VoL.  Xlll 24. 


James  Otis. 

The  editor  of  the  Weekly  Register,  and  the  pub- 
lic, is  much  indebted  to  President  Adams  .ffirthe 
following  sketches  of  the  characte:*  and  services 
of  that  distinguished  patriot  Ja.mks  Otis — a name 
dear  to  the  liistory  of  American  freedom,  Mr, 
Otis  lived  to  see  the  independence  of  liis  coun- 
try established,  but  not  to  enjoy  it.  The  wounds 
he  received  in  the  “assassination”  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Mama,  were  not  mortal,  but  they  destroyed 
his  reason,  and  he  lived  several  years  after — 
“a  great  man  in  ruins.”  In  a lucid  interval  he 
is  said  to  have  forgiven  his  assassins,  and  to  h.*ve 
relinquished  the  sum  of  /.5000  sterling  which  the 
chief  of  the  gang  was  adjudged  to  pay  for  tlie 
injury  done  to  him.  [Kditor, 

Quincy,  January  14,  1818. 
Mr.  Niles — In  a former  letter  I hazarded 
an  opinion  that  the  true  liistory  of  the  Ameri- 
can revolution  could  not  be  recovered.  1 had 
many  reasons  for  that  apprehension;  one  of 
which  I will  attempt  to  explain. 

Of  the  determination  of  the  British  cabinet 
to  assert  and  maintain  the  sovereign  author  ity 
of  parliament  ovei  the  colonies,  in  all  cases  of 
taxation  and  internal  policy,  the  first  demon- 
stration which  arrived  in  AmerFca  was  an  or- 
der IN  COUNCIL  to  the  officers  of  the  customs 
in  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  carry  into  execution 
THE  ACTS  OF  TRADE,  End  to  apply  to  the  su- 
preme judicature  of  the  province  fiir  writs  of 
ASSISTANTS,  to  authorise  them  to  break  and  enter 
all  houses,  cellars,  stores,  shops,  ships,  bales, 
casks,  &c.  to  sea.  ch  and  seize  all  goods,  war  es 
and  merchandizes,  on  which  the  taxes  imposed 
by  those  acts  had  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Cockle,  of  JSalem,  a deputy  under  Mr. 
Paxton,  of  Boston,  the  collector  of  the  customs, 
petitioned  the  superior  court  in  Salem  in  Nov. 
1760,  for  such  a writ.  The  court  doubted  its 
constitutionality  and  consequently  its  legality; 
but,  as  the  king’s  order  ought  to  be  considered, 
they  ordered  the  question  to  be  argued  belorc 
them,  by  counsel,  at  the  next  February  term, 
in  Boston. 

The  community  was  greatly  alarmed.  ; he 
merchants  of  Salem  and  of  Boston  applied  to 
Mr.  Otis  to  defend  them  and  their  country 
against  that  formidable  instrument  of  arbitrar  y 
power.  They  tendered  him  rich  fees — lie  en- 
gaged in  their  cause,  but  would  accept  ncr  fees. 

James  Orrs,  of  ^mston,  sprung  from  families 
among  tl>e  earliest  of  the  planters  of  the  coJo- 
nies,  and  the  most  respectable  in  rank,  while 
the  word  rank  and  the  idea  annexed  to  it  were 
tolerated  in  America  He  was  a gentleman  of 
«ene'  al  science  and  extensive  literature.'  Fie 
jhad  been  an  indefatigable  student  during  the 
{whole  coijrse  of  his  education  in  college  andi 
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at  the  bar.  Me  was  well  versed  in  Greek  and, 
Roman  history,  philosophy,  oratory, poetry  and  j 
inytholo;^>;y.  His  classical  studies  had  been  un- ' 
sually  ardent, and  his  acquisitions  uncommonly 
great.  He  had  composed  a treatise  on  Latin 
prosnrl;/,  which  he  lent  to  me,  and  luigedhim 
to  print.  Me  consented.  It  is  extant  and  may 
speak  for  itself.  It  has  been  lately  reviewed  in 
the  Anthology  by  one  of  our  best  scholars,  at  a 
rnatir  e age  and  in  a respectable  station.  He  had 
also  composed,  with  equal  skill  and  great  labor, 
a ti  eatise  on  Greek  prosody.  This  he  also  lent 
me,  and,  by  his  indulgence,  I had  it  in  my  pos- 
S(‘ssion  six  months.  When  I returned  it  I beg- 
ged him  to  print  it.  He  said  there  were  no  Greek 
types  in  the  country,  or,  if  there  were,  there 
was  no  printer  who  knew  how  to  use  them.  He 
was  a passionate  admirer  of  the  Greek  poets, 
especially  of  Homer;  and  he  said  it  was  in  vain 
to  attempt  to  read  the  poets  in  any  language 
vrithout  being  master  of  their  prosody.  This 
classic  scholar  was  also  a great  master  of  the 
laws  of  nature  and  nations.  He  had  read  Puf- 
fendorph,  GrotiUs,  Barbeyrac,Bulamaqui,Vat- 
tel,  Heineccius;  and,  in  the  civil  law,  Domal, 
Justinian,  and,  upon  occasions,  consulted  the 
corpus  juris  at  large.  It  was  a maxim,  which 
he  inculcated  on  his  pupils,  as  his  patron  in  the 
profession,  Mr.  Gridley,  had  done  before  him, 

‘That  A LAWYER  OUGHT  NEVER  TO  BE  WITHOUT 
A VOLUME  OF  NATURAL  OR  PUBLIC  LAW,  OR  MO- 
RAL PHILOSOPHY,  ON  HIS  TABLE  OR  IN  HIS  POC- 
KET.” In  the  history,  the  common  law  and 
statute  laws  of  England,  he  had  no  superior,  at 
least  in  Boston. 

Thus  qualified  to  resist  the  system  of  usur- 
pation and  despotism  meditated  by  the  British 
ministry,  under  the  auspices  of  the  earl  of 
Bute,  Mr.  Otis  resigned  his  commission  from 
the  crown,' as  advocate  general,  an  office  very 
lucrative  at  that  time,  and  a sure  road  to  the 
higliest  favors  of  government  in  America,  and 
engaged  in  the  cause  of  his  country  without 
fee  or  reward.  His  argument,  speech,  dis- 
course, oration,  ha'angue — call  it  by  which 
name  you  wi!  1,  was  the  mostimpressive  uponJiis 
crowded  audience  of  any  thatl  ever  lieard 
before  or  since,  excepting  only  many  speeches 
by  himself  in  Phanuil  Hall  and  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  which  he  made,  from  time 
to  time,  for  ten  years  afterwards.  There  were 
no  stenographers  in  those  days.  Speeches  Were 
not  printed,  and  all  that  was  not  remembered, 
like  the  harangues  of  Indian  orators,  was  lost 
in  air.  Who,  at  the  distance  of  fifty-seven 
years,  would  attempt,  upon  memory,  to  give 
even  a sketch  of  it.  Some  of  the  heads  are 
remembered,  out  of  which  Livy  or  Sallust 
would  not  scruple  to  compose  an  oration  for 
history.  I shall  not  essay  an  analysis  or  a 
sketch  of  it,  at  present.  I shall  only  say,  and 
I do  say  in  the  most  solemn  , manner;  that  Mr. 
Otis’s  oration,  against  writs  of  assistance^ 
breathed  into  this  nation  the  breath  of  life. 


Although  Mr.  Otis  had  never  before  inter- 
fered in  Dublic  aftairs,  his  exertions,  on  this 
single  occasion,  secured  liim  a commanding 
popularity  with  the  friends  of  their  country, 
and  the  terror  and  vengeance  of  her  enemies; 
neither  of  which  ever  deserted  him. 

At  the  next  election,  in  May,  1761,  he  was 
elected,  by  avast  majority, a ; epresentative  in 
the  legislature,  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  so  elected  annually  for  nine  years. 
Here,  at  the  head  of  the  country  interest,  he 
conducted  her  cause  with  a fortitude  pru- 
dence, ability  and  perseverance  which  has 
never  been  exceeded  in  America,  at  every 
sacrifice  of  health,  pleasure,  profi|;  and  reputa- 
tion, and  against  all  the  powers  of  government, 
and  all  the  talents,  learning,  wit,  scurrility 
and  insolence  of  its  prostitutes. 

Hampden  was  shot  in  open  field  of  battle. 
Otis  was  basely  assassinated  in  a coffee-house, 
in  the  night,  by  a well-dressed  banditti,  with  a 
commissioner  of  the  customs  at  their  head. 

During  the  period  of  nine  years  that  Mr. 
Otis  was  at  the  head  of  the  cause  of  his  coun- 
try, he  held  correspondences  with  gentlemen 
in  England,  Scotland  and  various  colonies  in 
America:  He  must  have  written  and  received 
many  letters,  collected  many  pamphlets,  and, 
probably,  composed  manuscripts,  which  might 
have  illustrated  the  rising  dawn  of  the  revolu* 
tion. 

After  my  return  from  Europe,  I asked  his 
daughter  whether  she  had  found  among  h^r 
father’s  manuscripts,  a treatise  on  Greek  pro- 
sody.^ With  hands  and  eyes  uplifted,  in  a pa- 
roxysm of  grief,  she  cried,  ‘ Oh!  sir,  I have  not 
“ a line  from  my  father’s  pen.  I have  not  even 
“ his  name  in  his  own  hand  writing.”  VV  hen 
she  was  a little  calmed,  I asked  her,  “Who  has 
“ his  papers.^  Where  are  they.^”  She  answered, 
“ Tffiey  are  no  more.  In  one  of  those  unhappy 
“ dispositipns  of  mind,  which  distressed  him 
“ after  his  great  misfo»’tune,  and  a little  before 
“his  death,  he  collected  all  his  papers  and 
“ pamphlets  and  committed  them  to  tne  flames 
“ — He  was  several  days  employed  in  it.” 

I cannot  enlarge.  I submit  this  hint  to  your 
reflections.  Enclosed  is  a morsel  of  verse^ 
written  soon  after  Mr.  Otis’s  death,  by  a very 
young  gentleman  who  is  now  one  of  our  ex- 
cellent magistrates.  If  you  do  not  think  fit  to 
print  this  letter  and  that  verse,  I pray  you  to 
return  them  to  JOHN  ADAMS. 

On  the  death  of  James  Otis,  killed  by  lightning y at 
Andovery  soon  after  the  peace  of  1783,  xvritten  at 
the  time. 

When  flush’d  with  conquest  and  elate  with  pride, 
Britannia’s  monarch  Heaven’s  high  will  defy’d; 

And,  bent  on  blood,  by  lust  of  rule  inclin’d. 

With  odious  chains  to  vex  the  Free-born  mind; 

On  these  young  shores  set  up  unjust  commandr 
And  spread  the  slaves  of  office  round  the  land; 
Then  Otis  rose,  and,  greax  in  patriot  fame. 

To  list’ning  crowds  resistance  dared  proclaim. 
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From  soul  to  soul  the  brig'Iil  idea  ran, 

The  fire  of  freedom  flew  from  man  to  man; 

His  pen,  like  Sidney's,  made  the  doctrine  known. 
His  tongue,  like  Tnlly's,  shook  a tyrant’s  throne. 
Tlien  men  grew  bold,  and,  in  the  public  eye, 

The  right  divine  of  monarchs  dat'd  to  try; 

Light  shone  on  all,  despotic  darkness  fled— 

And  for  a skntimknt  a nation  bled. 

From  men,  like  O ns,  independence  grew; 

From  such  beginnings  empire  rose  to  view. 

Born  for  the  world,  his  comprehensive  mind 
Scann’d  the  wide  politics  of  human  kind: 

Bless’d  with  a native  strength  and  fire  of  thought, 
With  Greek  and  Roman  learning  richly  frought. 
Up  to  the  fountain  head  he  push’d  his  view. 

And  from  first  principles  his  maxinas  drew. 

^pite  of  the  times,  this  truth  he  blazed  abroad; 
“The  people’s  safety  is  the  law  of  God.”*^^ 

For  this  he  suffered;  hireling  slaves  combined 
To  dress  in  shades  the  brightest  of  mankind. 

And  see  they  come,  a dark  designing  band. 

With  Murder’s  heart  and  Execution’s  hand. 

Hold,  villains!||-Those  polluted  hands  restrain; 
Nor  that  exalted  head  with  blows  pi*ofane! 

A nobler  end  awaits  his  patriot  head; 

In  other  sort  he’ll  join  the  illustrious  dead. 

Yes! — when  the  glorious  work  which  he  begun. 
Shall  stand  the  most  complete  beneatli  the  sun — 
When  peace  shall  come  to  crown  the  grand  design. 
His  eyes  shall  live  to  see  the  work  divine — 

The  Heavens  shall  then  his  generous  spirit  claim, 
•‘In  storms  as  loud  as  his  immortal  faine.”j" 

Hark! — the  deep  thunders  echo  round  the  skies! 
On  wings  of  flame  the  eternal  errand  flies. 

One  chosen,  charitable  bolt  is  sped, 

And  Otis  mingles  with  the  glorious  dead. 


^^The  Drawing  Rooms.^^ 

Quincy,  Jan.  ‘20th  1818. 

Mr.  JS/*iles — Upon  taking  up  your  Register 
the  other  day,  a communication  respecting 
drawing  rooms,  attracted  my  attention.  Y our 
correspondent  must  have  been  misinformed 
when  he  states,  that  there  was  any  distinction 
of  party  made  at  the  drawing  • oom  while  1 had 
the  honor  to  preside  there;  any  gentleman  or 
lady,  of  either  party,  who  chose  to  visit  there, 
were  received  with  equal  civility.  And  from 
your  correspondent,  1 have  now  for  the  first 
time  learnt,  that  any  person  withdrew  from  po- 
litical motives.  The  gentlemen  of  both  houses 
of  congress  received  and  accepted  the  invita- 
tions 01  the  president  to  dine  with  him,  and 
but  one  of  the  whole  number  ever  so  far  forgot 
the  character  of  a gentleman,  as  to  send  an 
uncivil  refusal. 

I am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

ABIGAIL  ADAMS. 

REPLY  TO  MRm.  ADAMS. 

Madam — It  is  with  high  respect  that  I have 
the  honor  to  a.ssure  you,  you  have  mistaken 
my  “Register”  as  well  as  its  character.^  in 


*Salus  popnli,  was  the  motto  of  one  of  his  essays. 
^Waller,  on  the  death  of  Cromwell. 


attributing  to  it  an  offensive  article  about 
Drawing  Rooms', while  I have  to  regret  that 
this  is  not  the  first  time  in  which  my  secret 
pride  has  been  humbled  bv  a similai-  misappre- 
hension. And  such  mistakes  are  easily  com- 
I mitted  becaii.se  another  paper  is  publi.shed  (at 

I another  place,  however,)  in  which  the  form 
land  manner  of  the  “H'ekkly  Register”  is 
! attempted  to  be  copieii;  probably,  that  it  may 
! pass  fi)r  mine  with  the  honest  and  unsuspect- 
ing. Hut  of  that  paper,  madam,  I never  opeil- 
' ed  or  examined  but  one  number,  and  do  not  ex- 
Ipect  ever  to  examine,  much  less  toread  another. 

I I see  it  only  by  accident,  because  it  is  refused 
I an  admittance  into  my  office:  nor  is  my  curi- 
\osity  excited, about  it,  although  1 am  told  that 
jits  ostensible  editor,  tlirough  a hireling  pen,* 

I has  several  times  attempted  to  honor  me  with 
j his  abuse.  1 cannot  see  how  I have  deserved 
I such  marks  of  respect— seeing  that  I never 
I have  mentioned  that  editor  or  named  his  paper 
j in  this;  and  that  I ve*  y seldom  appear  to  be 

wholly  sensible  that  such  a thing  as  the  one  or 
the  other  exists  at  all. 

I perfectly  recollect  to  have  observed  some- 
thing about  “Drawing  Rooms,”  copied  from 
it,  (in  another  paper)  and  remember  to  have 
read  three  or  four  Tines  of  the  piece;  when  I 
discovered  that  its  subject  was  not  suited  for 
my  own  taste  or  that  of  my  male  readers,  and 
cast  it  behind  me — I could  not  believe  that  the 
public  was  any  way  interested  in  the  domestic 
arrangements  of  the  president’s  wife.  Hence  I 
did  not  know  until  now  that  it  was  so  rude  as  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  a lady— who,  in  every 
rank  and  condition,  i-s  entitled  to  courtesy  and 
protection,  but  especially  commanding  it  as  the 
worthy  consort  of  a venerable  and  illu.slrious 
patriot  of  the  revolution,  who  has  also  filled  the 
most  honorable  office  in  the  gift  of  any  people  in 
the  world.  And  if,  madam,  I could  have  com- 
mitted myself  so  far  as  to  publish  in  my  “Regis- 
ter” a thing  like  that,  please  to  believe  that  I 
would  have  been  incapable  of  adding  insult  to 
injury  by  intruding  it  upon  you.  President 
Adams  receives  my  work  only  in  volumes. 

•'Ot  being  decisively  instructed,  I have  only 
to  hope  that  in  publishing  your  letter  I have 
met  your  wishes  on  the  subject— The  record  of 
fapts  thereby  made  will  much  over-balance, 
and  out-live  the  calumny.  Nay,  when  that 
calumny  is  forgotten,  it  will  stand  in  evidence 
of  your  impartially  polite  attentions  to  all  that 
were  pleased  to  visit  the  “Drawing  room  wmilc 
you  had  the  honoi  to  preside  there.” 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be 
yours,  &c.  II.  NILE*?. 

Editor  of  the  Weekly  E 


arquit  the  ostensihle  editor  of  -zuriUng  any 
th'Mjr  that  ppears  In  his  paper  a:^  original — bec'ui.st; 
■ know  "h  i I'e  is  not  competent  to  it— no  matt?” 
v/hat  is  its  quality. 
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Representation  of  Baltimore. 

a THAT  (JIVKS  UP  >.SS!iiVTIAL  LI  UKU  rr  Ttl  POIVIIASR 
‘•TK.nPOllAltV  SAPKTr,  DfcSKRVliS  Jii-JTUtill  HatUTV 
“iiOU  SAFEXy/’ 

It  is  not  ou:-  practice  to  meddle  much  with 


time  of'the  legislature — the  members  become 
impatient  with  it:  and,  instead  of  striking  at 
the  root  of  the  evil,  which  a strange  jealousy 
against  this  city  lias  planted,  by  liberally  en- 
larging the  powers  of  the  corporation,  they  rail 
local  matteis.  . ut,  although  the  loUowing  ^ heap  upon  us  eveiy  opprobrious 

reiiui'  ks  specially  apply  to  a peculiar  case  'epithet that  presents  itself — without  reflecting, 

hardship,  they  involve  considerations  interest- j possibly  being  too  ignorant  to  know,  that  Bal- 
ing to  every  irieud  of  freedom.  |tiihore  is  as  the  soul,  or  vital  principle,  of 

I'he  right  of  suflhige  equally  extended  to.  Maryland.  Blot  it  from  the  map— “sink  it  in 
the  tree  citizens  ol  a state,  is  the  moving  prin-  the  basin,”  as  has  been  charitably  wished,  and 
cipie  ot  a just  administration  of  its  concerns— - the  value  oi th^ real  property  in  the  state  would 
tlie  corner  s.tone  of  the  republican  edifice,  and  i b&instantly  diininisned percent.  It  would 
only  safe  depository  of  power.  It  is  a right  rijefeit  froYn  the  mountains  of  county 

that  cannot  be  guarded  with  too  much  jealousy  I to  the  pine  swamps  of  the  Eastern  shore. — 
— -it  is  a l ight  that  cannot  be  legally  eompro- j'jf he te  is  no  otlier  market  for  the  products  of 
niised  i)c  bartered  away;  because  the  cxercisejjjgrjQyjtm.e-r-noothei*  depot  to  supply  its  wants 
of  it  is  essential  to  the  general  welfare:  andj — no  other  resource  in  emergency.  Baltimore 

a!iy  agreeitient  that  is  not  in  accordance  with|city,  at  present,  contains  about  65,000  inhabi- 
a lull  enjoyment  of  it,  is,  C5'Mify,  tants,  of  whom,  I suppose,  57,000  are  free 

null  and  void.  i white  persons.  What  Was  aske#?  I ogive  to 

A bill  was  introduced  into  the  legislature  of  1 57,000  freemen  a power  of  legislation  equal  to 
Maryland,  two  or  three  weeks  since,  to  alter  1 4068  persons  in  Calvert;  or  6-289  in  Alleghany; 
the  cimstitution  so  as  to  give  to  the  city  ol|or  6794  in  St.  Mary’s;  or  7201  in  Kent;  or 


Ijidtimore  two  additional  members  in  the 
house  of  delegates — say  four  in  all.  This  bill 
has  been  rejecLed.  I dm  sincerely  glad  of  it. 
I regret,  however,  that,  when  affecting  to  con- 
sider the  merits  of  the  bill,  some  ^dionorable 
gentlemen.^'*  as  they  must  be  called,  descended 
to  the  use  of  language  about  Baltimore  tliat 
would  have  caused  a Billingsgate-lady  to 
b!u?Ji  for  her  deficiency  of  tougue!^  It  was  to 
be  hoped  tliat  a spirit  of  justice  had  super- 
seded the  rage  of  party. 

Baltimore  has  tivo  delegates  in  the  general 
assembly  of  Maryland,  or  sl  fortieth  part  of  the 
power  of  legislation  in  the  popular  branch  of 
the  govorument.  From  the  limitted  powers 
of  the  city  corporation,  and  the  daily  manifes- 
tation of  things  required  to  be  done  for  the 
convenience  of  a rapidljinci  easing  population, 
it  is  almost  impossible, if  notabsolutely  so,  that 
any  tivo  gentlemen  can  attend  to  all  the  local 
matters  required  of  them  in  the  legislature,  as 
tiiey  ought  to  b^  attended  to — many  of  which, 
of  no  importance  whatsoever  to  the  public  at 


7810  in  Charles;  or  7933  in  Caroline,  &c.  &c. 
or  28,766  in  Frederick,  which  is  the  most  po- 
pulous county  in  the  state  I Let  us  see  how 
many  counties,  having members  each,  it 
will  take  to  make  up  a population  equal  to  Bal- 
timore city,  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  allow 
four  members: 

JFree  persons 
: 4,068  : 


large,  could  and  would  be  much  better  manag 
ed  at  home,  if  there  was  an  authority  so  to  ma- 
nage them.  The  business  presented  6 om  l^al- 
timore  occupies,  perhaps  one  fourth  of  the 

*lf  we  have  been  abused  we  have  also  been  de- 
ifcnded— the  following  is  an  extract  from  a speech, 
delivered  in  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  by  Mr. 
Kenmdy,  a farmer  and  delegate  from  Washington 
oovinty: — 

“Mr.  Speaker — there  is  no  member  of  this  bouse 
who  hus  a more  sincere  regard  for  the  prosperity 
of  Haliimore  than  I have.  That  city,  whose  gallant 
defenders  foiled  British  demonstrations,  and  prov- 
ed that,  under  thf'  “star-spangled  banner,”  Ame- 
ricans must  oonquer,  hi*s  a strongholdon  my  affec- 
tions; '.or  do  I ever  approach  that  **hdme  of  the 
brave,"*  without  feeling  sensations  of  delight  and 
reverence.” 


Counties. 
Calvert,  ; 
Alleghany 
St.  Mary’s  ; 
Kent  : 
Charles  : 

Caroline  : 
Talbot  : 

Montgomery 


6 289 
6,794 

7 201 
f,810 
7,933 
9,352 

10,408 

59.7.55 


4 > 
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The  ^reat  favor  was  that  Baltimore,  having 
more  wealth,  and  nearly  the  free  population  of 
EIGHT  counties,  sending  thirty -two  members 
to  the  legislature; — and  with  a greater  popula- 
tion than  ANY  THREE  counties  in  the  state, 
should  have  the  weight  of  one  county!  There 
was  as  much  modeUy  in  this  request  as  there 
was  of  something  else  in  the  refusal  to  grant  it. 
1 should  like  to  hear  upon  what  principle  it 
was  refused — it  must  have  been  for  the  old 
woman’s  reason,  ^‘IwonH,  because — IwonHf^ 
or  for  that  which  governs  monarchies  wherein 
power  is  right,  and  the  accident  of  birth  con- 
fers peculiar  privileges.  This  is  apparent— for 
no  other  than  a monarchist  will  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  say  that  me  man  in  Calvert  county 
ought  to  have  the  influence  of  tiventy-eight 
men  in  Baltimo -e  city,  which  is  the  fact  as  the 
representation  of  the  state  stands  at  present. 
Nor  can  Calvert  claim  it  forher  wealth;  we  have 
many  streets,  and,  perhaps,  one  or  two  lanes 
or  atleys,  either  of  which  are  worth  more  than 
1 the  fee  of  the  whole  county. 
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The  whole  population  of  Maryland  in  1 8i0, 
was  380,000 — of  which  103,000  were  slaves. 
Except  from  Fredei  ickaml  Washington  coun- 
ties and  one  or  two  others,  there  is  a constant 
emigration  to  tlie  more  fertile  fields  and  more 
liberal  gove  nments  of  the  west;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that,  by  the  census  of  18:£0,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  half  of  the  increase  of  the  state 
for  10  years,  has  centered  in  the  small  spot 
whereon  is  erected  the  city  of  Baltimore — 
which,  in  spite  of  its  own  misfortunes,  and 
the  malice  of  its  enemies, /ore ig-K  or  domestic, 
in  war  and  in  peace,  steadily  marches  to  popu- 
lation and  wealth — ranking  as  the  third  city 
in  the  union,  though  only  a scattered  village  50 
years  ago.  It  now  has  a fifth  part  of  the  free 
population,  a fourth  of  the  wealth,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  floating  capital  of  Maiyland  ■ — 
Upon  every  principle,  therefore,  it  is  entitled 
to  Si  fifth  part  of  the  powder  of  legislation — that 

is,  sixteeiL  members  of  the  ei^hUj  which  com- 
pose the  house  of  delegates,  and  a proportion- 
ate interest  in  the  senate — and  I would  hav-e 
this,  which  is  our  right — or  nothing.  1 would 
NOT  BARGAIN  WITH  INIQUITY.  Let  the  evil  (ll 

it  is  not  honestly  remedied)  go  on — it  will  ac- 
cumulate force  in  its  progress,  and  in  due  time 
command  redress. 

I have  considered  Baltimore  as  the  sold  of 
the  state.  What  wmuld  the  state  be  without 

it. ^  Many  parts  of  it  would  become  a semi-de- 
sert, covered  with  scrubby  oaks  and  dwarf 
pines,  for  the  want  of  a market  for  its  little 
surplus  productions.  During  the  war,  the  state 
wisned  to  negociate  a large  loan — it  would 
have  been  applied  for  in  vain  to  the  counties’, 
but  in  the  city  it  was  negociated  and  fixed  in  a 
few  hours.  And  as,  during  the  war,  the  state 
authorities  did  not  f idly  sluA  frankly  take  sl 
part  in  the  cause  of  the  country,  though  both 
shores  of  the  Chesapeake  were  conflagrated  by 
the  water-winnebagoes,  a large  amount  of  mo- 
ney expended  (Sti95,9l2  61)  yet  remains  un- 
settled at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States; 
some  part  of  it,  perhaps,  has  a charactei-  si- 
milar to  that  of  the  claims  of  •Massachusetts, 
and  will  never  be  paid.  Hence,  there  is  a de- 
ficit in  the  annual  revenue  of  the  state,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  supply  by  sales  of  the  » eserv- 
ed  rights  of  the  state  to  subscribe  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  banks  in  Baltimore — by  a tax 
upon  lotteries  drawn  in  Baltimore,  by  a com- 
mutation for  duties  or  taxes  upon  auctions, 
&c.in  BALTIMORE,  to  be  paid  by  the  city. 
Baltimore  is  the  alpha  and  omega  of  the  hopes 
of  the  legislature  to  relieve  the  state  of  its  dif- 
ficulties; and  for  this  we  are  abused,  and  de- 
nied the  natural  right  of  representation  accord- 
ing to  our  numbers. 

Without  immediate  reference  to  the  present 
legislature  of  Maryland,!  or  any  regard  to  the 

•[The  present  legislature  has  passed  an  act  of  great 
Importafice  to  the  ci^y  of  TlaUimore.  It  is  for  the 


members  of  political  parties,  I think  it  may 
be  ag  eed,that  our  general  assembly  no?se>- 
ses  less  talents  and  much  less  common  sens ' 
than  any  other  in  the  union — a few  men  a’.mn-* 

extension  of  Pratt  street.  At  present  've  hrive  on 
ly  one  leading  street  from  east  to  west,  v hlrh  i** 
oftentimes  dangerously  crowded  with  waf^icon-  <<iul 
other  carriages.  The  opening  of  Pratt 
therefore,  became  on  object  of  tlie  utmost  in»port- 
ance,  and  tlie  only  question  about  it,  ore  niight 
have  thought,  ought  to  have  been  for  be  j -st  com- 
pensation of  those  whose  propcri\  v.  as  injured  by 
the  extension,  (as  no  mim  can  deny  ^br-t  sncb  ex- 
tension is  demanded  by  tl.e  public  g(  od)— but  o' her 
questions  have  been  considered,  which  sf  ould 
had  no  more  influence  on  the  subject  thrm  a dis 
cussion  about  the  properties  cf  diamonds  .as  appH- 
cable  to  the  building  of  a wheelbarrow.  ! am  jus- 
tified. in  saying  this  by  the  following  extracts  from 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Fokukst,  a ‘ fcder.d”  gentleman, 
and  member  of  the  house  of  dojegates  from  Mon’- 
gomery  county,  which  is  copied  as  it  was  pi-ii  ttd 
in  the  “Federal  Gazette*’  of  Wednesday  ia‘;t.  For 
such  sentiTuent<5  fie  was  superciliously  culled  “tlie 
third  delegate  from  Baltimore.” 

“I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Chairm.an,  that  gentlemen 
would  have  confined  themselves  to  argumtnt  upon 
'he  subject  before  the  comn  ittee,  and  that  no  at- 
tempt would  again  have  been  ma'le  to  bush  the 
voice  a? justice  \x\  the  storm  of  political  p ;.ss"oii;  to 
sacrifice  right  at  the  shrine  of  political  fury,  and  to 
drown  the  judgment  ofa  legislative  body  in  n sea  of 
faction.  I bad  hoped  that  geniiemen  would  not 
have  suflered  themselves  to  forget  that  they  were 
addressing  a deliberate  body,  whose  deci.'iion  was 
to  be  influenced  by  argument,  and  not  by  appe;  Is 
to  their  political  feelings  and  passions.  'Fhat 
they  would  have  recollected  the  oatli  which  they 
had  taken  to  vote  upon  all  questions  without  fiavoi-, 
affection,  or  resentment  towards  any  man,  or  any 
section  of  the  state. — Tliat  he  (Mr.  F.)  was,  deter- 
mined always  so  bear  in  mind  the  sacred  obligation 
under  which  he  acted,  and  that  no  con*.ideration  on 
earth  should  ever  induce  him  to  legislate  upon 
party  principles.  That  if  be  were  to  be  goveired 
by  such  unworthy  feelings,  he  sliould  not  or.ly  de- 
serve to  forfeit  the  good  opinion  of  his  constitu- 
ents, but  would  deserve  to  be  drummed  from  the 
ranks  of  any  party  to  which  he  might  be  attaelmd.” 
Speaking  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  be  said  ‘Sir, 

I admire  the  city  of  Baltimore;  she  i:'  the  pride  ami 
ornament  of  Maryland  I respect  her  people  f<>r 
man.)’’  reasons;  and,  altbougb  1 am  not  prepared  to 
assert  the  fact  that  “she.  was  the  salvation  of  the 
state  in  the  memorable  year  1814,  when  the  proud- 
est monuments  of  the  avis  were  rudely  destroyed 
by  a public  enemy,  and  during  a period  of  d#  snon- 
dency  from  which  the  coimtry  was  awakened  by 
the  shouts  of  rejoicing  for  the  repulse  before  Balti- 
more,” yet  I am  not  disposed  to  contest  it,  because 
I do  not  profess  to  be  sufficiently  acquaii  ted  with 
her  military  hi.story.  But,  sir;  if  it  be  tl'c  fiict, 
X^the  faithful  page  of  history  shall  record  it,  ami 
when  the  splendid  edifice  in  which  the  assembled 
representatives  of  the  freemen  of  Marylar.d  this  day 
hold  their  deliberations,  shall  be  crum!  led  into 
dust,  and  you,  and  I,  nr.d  all  widiii'i  the  sound  of 
my  voice,  shall  liave  descended  to  the  tomb,  t>  e 
conduct  of  the  people  of  Hal/intore  at  that  epoch,  tvill 
be  celebrated  -wuh  enlhusiasm  her  pojteritc  and  -wiU 
reflect  honor  not  only  upon  her  aiizcns,  Imf  upoti  ali 
the  people  of  the  ctutc  of  J]Iaryhim'.'^  ‘ - 
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ally  save  it  iVo in  total  condemnation.  This  is  i 
the  necessary  consequence  of  our  rule  of  re-  t 
presentation;  by  which  the  people  are  often  p 
compelled  to  take  up  individuals  for  legisla-  > 
tors  that  would  be  better  employed  in  receiv-  I 
ing|the  rod  of  the  pedagogue  at  school,  than  1 
in  saying  aye  and  no  on  the  passage  of  laws  for  £ 
the  government  of  a state — young  gentlemen,  e 
who  ought  to  “retire  to  Jericho  until  their 
beard  is  grown,"’  rather  than  assume  the  so-  t 
vei  eign  powers  of  legislation;  “lots  of  boys”  t 
whose  knowledge  of  politics  is  limitted  to  a ( 
parrot-like  repetition  of  a few  ranting  tilings  ^ 
for  electioneering  meetings,  and  who  have  no  r 
more  idea  of  political  economy  than  an  abori-  r 
gjnal  of  our  forests.  How  ca.n  it  be  otherwise,  t 
when,  in  some  of  the  counties  having  only  5 or  c 
600  voters  [every  free  man  is  a voter  if  a citi-  e 
zen  of  tiie  statejei^/if  persons  must  be  put  up 
by  the  opposite  parties  as  fitted  for  legislators? 
la  a crowd,  like  the  house  of  representatives 
of  Massachusetts,  sometimes  consisting  of  7 , 
pr  800  members,  many  of  those  might  do  very  • 
well,  following  the  fugle-man;  but  our  house  of  ' 
delegates  has  only  eighty  members,  and  every  " 
vote  in  it  “tells.”  Hence  the  greater  necessi-  ^ 
ty  for  experience  and  virtue  in  the  members  ^ 
generally.  ^ 

The  two  additional  delegates  for  Balti- 
more were  proposed  to  be  allowed  by  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution!  “God  mend  | 
me,”  was  a favorite  saying  of  the  celebi'ated  , 
Pope,  who  was  very  crooked  and  deformed — j 
“<  iod  mend  you!”  reiterated  a link  boy,  sur-  ^ 
veying  his  uncouth  figure — ‘he  had  better  ' 
make  a new  man.”  Our  constitution  is  a “most 
stupendous  fabrick”  of  human  folly  and  in- 
justice, and  is  not  worth  mending.  Any 
amendmentto  itislikeputting“new  wine  into 
old  bottles” — and  it  has  been  so  amended  and 
amended  that  it  takes  a pretty  smart  lawyer  to 
tell  what  it  is,  and  the  sooner  it  is  a ruin  the 
better.  We  have  just  shewn  how  the  house  of 
delegates  is  constituted- -the  senate  is  formed 
upon  more  objectionable  principles:  itis  chosen 
by  electors  elected  by  the  counties,  (as  in  the 
case  of  delegates)  for  five  years,  with  power 
to  fill  up  its  own  vacancies;  and  it  has  happen- 
en  that  ten  of  tlie  fifteen  members  which  com- 
posed it  were  elected  by  the  senate  itself.  The 
executive  department  is  no  better — the  govern- 
or, chosen  by  the  legislature,  has  power  only 
to  g'’ant  a noli  prosequi  and  to  pardon",  he  is 
merely  president^  of  the  council,  which  is  cho- 
sen in  the  manue^  that  he  is.  The  voice  of  the 
peopleisnoi  heard  in  either  department,  and 
the  a'  oority  rules  the  state. 

With  these  facts  before  me,  T repeat  it — I 
am  sincerely  pleasicd  that  the  proposition  has 
failed,  under  an  assurance  that  the  time  will 
arrive  when  the  people  of  this  great  city  will 
obtain  a recognition  of  their  just  rights— and 
acquire  a fair  reprcsetitation  in  the  legislature 
df  Maryland,  which  this  partial  measure,  had 


it  succeeded,  might  have  retarded.  Better 
times  are  coming;  reason  will  yet  rule  tlie  peo- 
ple instead  of  party,  and  self-evident  tjuth 
will  be  acknowledged.  Let  us  press  on  the 
happy  period;  the  c^uiet  of  our  country  is  fitted 
for  its  introduction.  The  people  .are  honest, 
and  demagogues  are  daily  losing  their  influ-, 
ence  over  them. 

In  these  remarks  I disavow  any  party  poli- 
tical considerations.  Many  of  those  calling 
themselves  republicans  are  as  censurable  a3 
others  called  federalists,  in  respect  to  the. 
grievances  complained  of.  I contend  only  for 
my  rights  as  a man,  desiring  that  the  majo- 
rity should  rule — a principle  that  is,  and  ought 
to  be  paramount  to  any  written  constitution, 
or  else  it  is  false  that  tlie  people  are  the  origin, 
of  lawful  power. 


Duties  on  Imports. 

We  have  received  a copy  of  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a 
long  and  interesting  report  of  such  measures 
as  are  deemed  necessary  for  the  more  effectu- 
al execution  of  the  laws  for  collecting  the  du- 
ties on  imported  goods,  wares  and  merchan-  ^ 
dize;  prepared  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  28th  of 
February,  1817. 

This  is  a subject  of  the  highest  importance, 
in  every  respect.  That  frauds  to  a gi  eUt 
amount  have  been  committed,  seems  undenia- 
ble; and  if  their  effect  was  only  to  lessen  the 
revenue^  we  should  care  less  about  them  than 
we  do — as  a part  of  the  amount  lost  to  the 
public  treasury  might  be  retained  in  the  pock- 
ets of  the  people  by  a reduced  price  of  the  ar- 
ticles smuggled  or  otherwise  fraudulently  in- 
troduced, of  which  we  have  had  many  mam- 
moth examples  from  England  direct,  during 
the  non-intercourse,  and  after  that  by  waj 
of  Amelia  island,  &c.*  But  these  iraudi 
strike  at  the  national  industry,  and  paralize 
the  efforts  of  our  manufacturers,  whose  inte- 
rest is  the  national  interest,  and  whose  gain  is 
the  national  gain.  All  the  people  of  Europe 
are  roused  to  a, feeling  sense  of  this  fact;  and 
many  of  them  justly  complain  that  England 
has  fixed  on  their  necks  a “more  real  yoke  than 
that  of  Napoleon,  though  not  invested  with 
such  hiimiliatory  forms.”  The  youthful  exu-- 
berance  of  our  country  and  its  sparce  popu- 
lation, has  hitherto  prevented  us  from  feeling 

*The  reader  will  please  to  observe  that  we  say, 
<‘we  should  care  less  about  smuggling/’&c.  if  it  only 
affected  the  revenue.  The  “mammoth  examples’* 
will  be  too  easily  remembered — the  relinquishment 
of  the  “merchants  bonds”  lost  to  the  people  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  the  merchants,  Uoenty  five 
millions  of  dollars.  They  sold  the  goods  with  the 
amount  of  those  bonds  added  to  them  in  the  same 
way  that  they  add  the  customary  duties— their 
amount  was  paid  to  the  mercliants  by  the  consumers, 
and  then  thrown  by  the  government  into  the  pock- 
ets of  (in  most  cases)  the  wilful  violators  of  the  law* 
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tliat  ‘‘yoke”  so  severely  as  some  others  feel  it 
— but  it  is  in  a progressive  state  and  will  spee- 
dily bend  our  proud  republican  necks,  it  we 
do  not  take  heed  to  our  ways. 

'I'he  secretary  recommends  a number  of  pro- 1 
visions,  many  of  which  appear  to  be  important  i 
— but  we  respectfully  must  express  an  opinion ' 
that  he  relies  too  much  upon  ^^ciistom-house\ 
qaths,^'  which  bind  only  those  that  would  act 
honestly  without  them,  instead  of  relying  up- 
on a rigid  examination  of  the  packages  import- 
ed, by  competent  and  resj)onsible  persons  ap- 
pointed to  examine  them.  ^Ve  are  much' 
pleased  at  his  recommendation  to  diminish,  as 
tar  as  practicable,  the  list  of  articles  paying  | 
ad  valorem  duties,  and  he  enumerates  those 
stated  below  as  proper  subjects  for  specific  | 
ties.  He  also  proposes,  that,  as  nearly  all  the 
black  teas  are  imported  under  the  name  of  Bo-| 
hea,  which  pays  1 2 cents  per  lb.  that  all  black ! 
teas  shall  pay  a duty  of  18  cents  per  lb.  and 
also  recommends  a reduction  of  the  duty  on 
claret  wines,  which,  if  in  bottles,  pays  70  cents 
per  gallon,  though  the  first  cost  of  it  is,  gene- 1 
rally,  only  10  cents  per  gallon.  There  is  some 
claret  wine,  however,  which  he  says,  sells  as 
high  in  Bordeaux  as  Madeira  does  in  the  Unit- 
ed ^tates — but  tlie  quantity  produced  is  very 
small,  and  a considerable  importation  of  it  can- 
not be  expected;  the  little  that  is  made  being 
required  to  supply  the  tables  of  the  rich  in  Eu- 
rope. We  should  have  been  pleased  to  have  seen 
enumerated  amongthose  articles.  There 
IS  no  manufacture  that  makes  so  great  a value 
from  things  that,  as  it  were,  are  worth  nothing 
in  their  state  as  a material,  and  it  employs  a 
great  number  of  women  and  chUdren.  We 
wmuld  recommend  a duty  by  thepoand  weight 
on  all  imported  paper.  More  hereafter. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  articles  now 
paying  ad  volorem  duties  which  the  secretary 
recommends  should  pay  specific  duties: 


Anvils  ...... 

Axes,  broad  ..... 

narrow  .....  . 

hatchets  - 

adzes  - ..... 

Augurs,not  exceeding  halt'an  inch 

above  that  size,  and  not  exceeding  one  inch 
above  an  inch,  and  not  exceeding  1 1-2  inches 
above  that  size  - 

Chissels,  not  exceeding  half  an  inch  : 

above  that  size,  and  not  exceeding  1 inch 
above  an  incli,and  not  exceeding  1 1-2  inches 
above  that  size  .... 

Hammers,  blacksmith’s  . . . . 

claw-hammers  (carpenter’s) 

Hoes  broad  ...  ... 

narrow  ..... 

Knives,  currier’s  . . 

cutting  ..... 
drawing 

Seyths  ...... 

Heaping  hooks  or  sickles  . . . . 

Hakes  - 

Saws,  cross  cut  - 

whipsaw  - - . . . 

handsaw  . . . . . 

tennorsaw  ..... 

Spades  ....... 

Andirons,  cast  iron  .... 

wrought  iron  . . . . 

brass,  or  of  brass  and  anv  other  metal 

Fenders,  iron  » . ' . ' . 


Cents. 

2 per  lb. 
30  each 
25 
IS 
25 

1 1-2 
2 


1-2 


3 

1 
1 

2 

2 1-2 

2 \.2perlb. 
5 each 
12 
10 
40 
25 
25 
25 
5 
10 
100 
100 
25 
20 
15 

1 per  lb. 
so  per  pair 
200 

3 TO  each 


of  brass,  or  steel,  or  parts  of  either  • 20o 
Shovels  and  tongs,  iron  - - . - 30  per  pair 

steel,  or  brass,  or  parts  of  either 
Muskets  ...... 

Rides 

Fowling  and  hunting  pieces,  single  barrel  - 
double  barrel 

Cannon,  cast  iron  ..... 

brass  ..... 

Frying  pans  ..... 

Gridirons  and  griddles  .... 

Vessels,  east  iron,  not  otherwise  specified  - 
Vessels,  of  copper  . - . - 

of  pewter,  including  dishes,  plates,  basons, 
kards,  sjsooiis,  and  other  utensils,  not  specified  3 
Tin, ill  sheets  or  plates  - - - 4 

Bandana,  (lag,  and  other  silk  kerchiefs,  from  India,  not 
exceeding  36  inches  square 
above-  that  size 
Cartls,  lor  cardiug 
Cotton  bagging  • * 

Drugs,  aloes 

amnioneacum,  (gum) 
arabic,  (gum) 
assalisedit.T.(guiTi) 

Senegal,  (gum)  - • 

guiacuni,  (gum) 
cream  tartar 
jalap 

ipecacuanha 

Gloves  or  inits- long  silk 
short 

childrens  • 
long  cotton 
short 
childrens 
Hats,  woolen  or  felt  7 

men  or  womens’  y 

childrens 

beavers,  men  or  womens’ 
children 

Hams,  and  other  bacon 
Honey 


150  l>er  stand 
250  ,ach 
400 
500 

2 per  tb. 

5 

25  each 
20 

2 \-2periii. 
10 
t:ui. 


15 

20 

20  each 
6 

2 per  pound 

4 
2 

5 
1 
2 
I 
.1 

10 

100  per ,doz. 
60 


20  each 


12 

100 

50 

3 per  pound 
Oper  i'uHon 
6 per  pound 
75  per  100 
50  do. 

2 perpound 


Hair  powder  ..... 

Horns— ox  ..... 

Horn  tips  ..... 

Horse  hair  .... 

Leather,  soul  .... 

dressed  . . - . . lo 

Lard  ......  2 

Lemons  - - - • * 25  per  100 

Limes  .......10 

Liquorice  ......  2 per  pound 

Mahogany  ......  l^per  c.fe. 

Madder  ......  1 perpound 

Mustard,  (except  seed)  - * - - *10 

Nankeens.  India  short  pieces,  not  exceeding  seven  yards 

and  eighteen  incites  in  breadth  - - 25  per  piece 

India,  long,  not  e.xcoediiig  ten  yards,  and  twen- 
ty-five inches  in  breadth  * - - 40 

Pieces,  exceeding  these  dimensions,  the  duty  to 
be  in  proportion  to  the  foregoing  rates 
Oil— olive,  in  bottles  * * * . 

caster  ..... 


linseed 
Olives  - 
Capers 
Oranges 
Opium 
Pickles 
Pine  apples 
Pines— smoaking- 
Prussian  blue 


AOper  gallon. 
20 
20 
50 
50 

50  per  100 
2Spcr pound 
10  per  grace 
2 each 
\0 per  grace 
\0  perpouml 


Preserves,  comfits,  and  sweet  meats,  in  sugar  or  brandylO 
Quick  silver  - - • - - • 5 

Rice  ......  so  per  100 

Rliubarb  ......  4 perpound 

Saltpetre— refined  ....  2 

crude  .....  1 

Slates  ......  1 each 

Saddletrees  25 

S iak'-  root  .....  2 

Saifron  ......  2 

S,nna  ......  2 

Sasaparella  - • - - - ' . ^ 

Stockings,  Silk,  or  where  silk  is  the  piinclpal  material, 

whole  . - - . . 250  per  dozen 

half  ditto  ....  150 

quarter  ditto  - , - - 75 

Cotton,  wool,  or  flax,  whole  • - 150 

half  - I.  . . . .80 

quarter  - - - - - 35 

Childrens— the  duty  upon  the  quarter  respec- 
tively. 

Vitriol  - . . . - . A perpound 

Umbrella  or  parasol,  covered  with  silk  • - \00  each 

cotton  - fco 

Sticks  and  frames  - - - 30 

Wool— blankets  .....  20  'crtjcj  d 

carpets,  inferior  to  Brussels  * - 25 

Brussels,  and  others,  superior  • 35 

Flannels,  or  cotton  inj:vture3  ■■  • • 13 
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Tonnage  of  the  United  States. 

The  secreiai  V of  the  treasury  has  transmitted  to 
congress  his  annual  statement  of  the  District  Tan- 
nage of  the  United  States^  which  we  intend  to 
notice  as  usual,  when  we  have  room.  The  follow- 
ing items  may  suffice  until  then: 

The  registered  tonnage  of  the  United 
States,  as  corrected  at  the  treasury  de- 
partment for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  Tons  95ths 
1816,  amounted  to  800,759  63 

Tae  enrolled  and  licensed  522,164  84 

The  fishing  vessels  49,294  01 

1,372,218  53 


Aggregate  tonnage  in  1815  1,368,127  78 

The  amount  of  registered  and  enrolled  tonnage 
Ai/z/Mn  the  year  1816,  is  131,667  86. 

The  difference  between  the  amount  of  the  ton- 
nage of  1815,  the  vessels  built  in  1816  being  ad- 
ded, is  caused  by  23,379  tons  sold  to  foreigners; 
22,591  lost  at  sta;  6,702  condemned  as  unseawor- 
try,  and  a large  “presumed”  difference  of  73,216 
Ions,  as  arising  from  transfers  in  1815  not  credited 
until  1816, 

Tlie  whole  amount  of  tonnage  on  which  duties 
were  collected  during  the  years  1816,  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Registered  tonnage  paying  duty  qn 
each  voyage  865,219  57 

Enrolled  and  licensed  (annual)  414,594  47 

Ifishing  vessels,  (do)  48,147  40 

1,327,961  49 

Puties  were  also  collected  on  ton- 
nage owned  by  ci  ’zens  of  the  Unit- 
ies I States,  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
not  registered  11,811  02 

Ditto — cQiiSting  trade  4^0  82 


Total  on  which  duties  were  collected  1,340,203  38 
Allowing  6 months  as  the  average  period  qf  the 
voyages  of  registered  vessels,  the  preceding 
would  shew  that  they  were  not  much  more  than 
half-employed. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  tonnage,  regis- 
tered and  enrolled,  &c,  at  IX  principal  ports: 

New  York  299,617  70 

Boston  143,420  2^ 

Baltimore  101,960  21 

Philadelpliia  101,830  17 

Chaiiesion  36,473  29 

34,454  27 

Norfolk  31,628  12 

Portland  30,417  29 

Portsmouth  30,411  39 

New  Orleans  13,299  86 

Savannah  12,776  07 

dqr’New  York  is  double  that  of  Boston,  and 
flaliimore  is  superior  to  Philadelphia, 


Naval  Affairs, 

In  Senate  qf  the  United  States^  January  21, 1818. 
The  conuni  tee  on  naval  affiairs,  to  whom  have  been 
referred  the  memorial  of  certain  commissioned 
officers  of  the  navy,  under  the  rank  of  comman- 
ders, and  also  the  memorial  of  certain  offkers  of 
the  marine  corps  attaclied  to  the  Mediterranean 
squadron,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  REPORT— 

That  your  committee,  duly  impressed  with  the 
importance  and  delicacy  of  the  subjects  referred  \o 


them,  and  anxious  to  pursue  tliat  course  which  will 
best  comport  with  the  good  of  the  public  service 
and  the  high  duties  of  the  senate,  have  given  the 
several  memorials  all  the  consideration  to  which 
they  are  entitled. 

The  memorialists  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps, 
pray  that  the  senate  would  institute  an  enquiry  into 
the  proceedings  of  two  naval  courts  martial,  had  in 
the  Mediterranean,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year. 
They  complain  that  those  proceedings  were  such  aa 
to  impair  their  confidence  In  the  tribunals  which 
have  been  established  by  the  laws  of  the  country 
for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  all  who  are  con-* 
nected  with  the  naval  establishment. 

The  memorialists  of  the  marine  corps  pray,  that 
their  rights  may  be  guarded  by  a special  act  of  th© 
legislature,  “or  that  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  better  government  of  the  navy  be  more  strictly 
carried  into  execution.” 

Your  committee  sincerely  regret,  that  any  circum-* 
stances  should  have  occurred,  which  have  caused 
discontents  among  any  portion  of  the  officers  of  the 
United  States*  navy.  They  have  indulged  the  hope 
that  the  high  reputation  and  renown  which  had  been 
acquired  by  the  naval  establishment  of  this  country 
in  w’ar,  would  be  cherished  and  sedulously  guarded 
in  the  season  of  peace,  by  every  officer  of  the  corps. 
It  is  only  by  a correct  deportment;  by  a rigid  dis-r 
charge  of  duty,  and  a strict  obseiwance  of  the  laws, 
that  their  well  earned  fame  can  be  preserved.  If 
these  observations  are  correct,  as  it  regards  the  in- 
dividuals, officers  of  the  navy,  they  most  strongly 
apply  to  their  tribunals.  If  naval  courts  martial, 
or  courts  of  enquiry,  have  become  so  negligent,  or 
so  partial  and  unfaithful  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  that  those  who  should  look  to  them  for  pro- 
tection can  no  longer  confide  in  them,  but  must  re- 
•ort,  in  the  language  of  the  memorialists,  for  safety 
*^to  those  arms  with  which  their  country  has  en- 
trused  them,  or  to  that  strength  with  which  nature 
has  endowed  them,**  then,  indeed,  there  is  most  ser 
rious  cause  of  alarm.  But  your  committee  do  not  be- 
lieve that  this  is  the  condition  and  character  of  your 
naval  tribunals.  They  have  heretofore  been  unim-i 
peached.  Under  their  administration  the  American 
navy  has  attained  a character,  both  at  home  and  a- 
broad,  of  whiah  the  nation  is  justly  proud.  In  the 
instances  complained  of,  there  may  have  been  some 
ground  for  criticism;  the  proceedings  may  have 
been  such  as  not  to  give  entire  satisfaction  to  all: 
but  your  committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  character  of  the  proceed- 
ings ofthecourts  martial  under  consideration,  they 
are  beyond  the  control  of  the  senate.  It  has  no, 
power  that  can  reach  these  cases.  It  has  none 
other  than  legislative  power  touching  these  matters, 
which  in  its  nature  cannot  be  retrospective.  The 
corrective,  in  such  cases,  is  confided  by  the  iqstitu- 
tiops  of  the  country  to  the  chief  magistrate,  and  to 
that  department  of  the  government  would  their  com- 
plaints, perhaps,  have  been  most  prpperiy  addressed. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject,  to  which  the 
committee  have  not  been  inattmtive.  It  has  been 
considered  a fit  occasion  to  look  into  the  laws  go- 
verning the  navy,  in  order  to  discover  whetlier  any 
defects  exist,  which  may  require  legislative  correc- 
tion. Your  committee  haye  done  so,  and  on  ei^ami- 
nation,  are  of  opinion,  that  no  legislative  proceed- 
ings are  necessary  at  this  time.  and  re- 

gulations for  the  government  of  the  pavy  now  ii> 
force,  are  those  under  which  it  has  grown  up  and  ac- 
quired a reputation  for  discipline  and  efficiency, 
which  your  committee  believe  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  similar  establishment.  In  this  state  pf  things. 
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they  are  of  opinion,  that  the  causes  of  complaint,  if 
any,  are  not  in  tlie  laws,  but  in  the  administration  of| 
the  laws.  As  it  re.^ards  the  marines,  a description' 
of  force  most  necessary  and  useful,  and  which  merits 
tl\e  fostering  and  protecting  care  of  the  g'overn- 
ment,  tlie  committee,  on  examination,  find  that  tney  ^ 
are  subject  to  do  duty  afloat  and  on  shore,  as  t!ie  ex- 1 
ecutive,  at  liis  discretion,  may  direct;  and  that  they  J 
are  “governed  by  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war,  j 
as  are  prescribed  for  the  military  establishment,  | 
and  by  the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  navy,  here- 
tofore, or  wliich  shall  be  established  by  law,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  tlie  service  in  wliich  they 
shall  be  employed.”  The  committee  know  no  foot- 
ing more  proper  on  which  to  place  the  marines  than! 
tl)at  on  which  the  law  lias  already  placed  them. 
Were  new  rules  now  to  be  prescribed  for  their  go- 
vernment and  protection,  it  is  believed  that  none 
Other  ought  to  be  prescribed  than  those  which  now 
exist.  Your  committee  therefore  repeat,  that  in 
their  opinion,  the  defect,  if  any,  is  not  in  the  law, 
but  in  its  execution.  Viewing,  then,  the  subjects 
referred  to  them  in  all  tUeir  bearings,  feeling  the 
danger  of  affecting  that  discipline  which  is  the  vital 
principle  of  all  military  establishments;  while  the)' 
would  frown  with  indignation  on  every  act  whicli 
savoured  of  oppression,  or  of  inal-administration 
your  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  the  naval  officers  of  the  Mediterranean 
squadron,  under  the  rank  of  commanders,  and  of 
the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  of 
date  the  17th  January,  1817. 

T/ie  memorial  of  the  commissioned  officers  (" of  the 
Jlfediterranean  squadron,  J under  the  rank  of  com- 
manders, to  the  honorable  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  dated  Port  Mahon,  January  the  20th,  1817 
The  undersigned,  officers  holdjng  commissions 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  state  to  the  honorable  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  that,  having  entered  the  service 
early  in  life,  from  motives  of  love  of  their  country, 
respect  for  its  naval  character,  and  a sincere  wish 
to  become  useful,  they  would  willingly  encounter 
dangers  of  any  kind,  or  endure  any  hardstiips  which 
the  good  of  the  service  or  the  preservation  of  dis- 
cipline may  make  necessary;  that,  together  with  a 
willingness  to  risk  their  lives  and  sacrifice  their 
comforts,  they  have  heretofore  felt  a firm  reliance 
on  the  protection  which  the  well  digested  laws  of 
their  country  were  intended,  by  the  framers  and 
enactors  of  them  to  afford  to  officers  of  every  grade, 
against  the  wanton  exercise  of  that  power  which 
all  military  establishments  must  place  in  the 
hands  of  the  superior  over  the  subaltern.  Guarding 
with  cautious  jealousy  their  reputation  aiKl  their 
right?  against  all  assaults,  which  have  not  been  de- 
.signatied  by  the  law  for  the  guardianship  and  arbi- 
tration of  the  most  respectable  of  all  tribunals,  (a 
court  martial,)  they  have  witnessed  with  the  deep- 
est regret,  the  proceedings  on  a late  transaction 
which  has  been  brought  to  the  decision  of  a court 
composed  of  the  eldest  officers  of  this  squadron — of 
officers  who  from  their  rank  in  service,  we  had  Imp- 
ed would  prove  as  jealous  guardians  of  our  rights 
as  of  their  own  \Ye  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to 
state  the  leading  circumstances  of  this  case.  Cap- 
tain John  Heath  commanding  the  detachment  of 
marines  on  boaid  of  the  frigate  Java,  under  the 
command  of  Oliver  H.  PeaTy,  esq.  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  t«  incur  the  displeasure  of  his  commander. 
The  merits  of  the  c.ssS  between  these  two  officei? 


we  do  not  presume  to  canvass;  but  we  arc  imperi- 
ously called  upon  to  notice  the  subsequent  events. 

A court  martial  convened  in  the  harbir  of 
on  board  the  Java,  on  the  31st  December,  1816,  for 
the  tri:il  of  captain  Heath,  on  charges  and  specifi- 
cations, of  which  the  following  is  a copy. 

Charge  1st.  Disrespectful,  insolent  and  contemptu- 
ousconduetto  mehis  superior  officer.  Specification 
IsU  That  he  did  on  or  abotit  the  2M  of  July,  1816, 
on  board  of  the  United  States’  frigate  Java  then 
standing  into  the  Bay  of  Naples,  on  being  asked  by 
me,  “why  a certain  marine  was  suffered  to  appear 
on  deck  in  so  filthy  and  dirty  a dress.^”  reply  to  me  in 
an  insolent,  disrespectful  and  contemptuous  manner  . 
Sp'^cification  2d-  That  he  did  iate  in  Ihe  evening  of  ine 
18th  Sept.  1816,  on  board  the  United  States’  frigate 
Java,  then  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Messina  cause  a 
letter  written  by  himself  and  couched  in  language 
highly  improper  to  be  used  towards  his  commanding 
officer,  to  be  left  on  my  table  in  the  cabin  of  said 
ship.  Specification  3d.  That  he  did  when  sent  for 
into  the  cabin,  on  being  asked  “why  he  took  such 
a time  to  write  me  a letter  of  that  kind,”  assume  a 
a deportment  towards  me  highly  provoking  and 
disrespectful.  The  aforesaid  charge  and  specifica- 
tions being  in  violation  of  apart  of  the  15th  article, 
and  a part  of  the  13th  article  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lationsfor  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Charge  2d.  Neglect  of  duty  and  unofficer  like 
conduct.  Specification  1st  That  on  or  about  the 
evening  of  the  16th  September,  1816,  on  board  the 
United  States’  ship  Java,  then  at  anchor  in  the  har- 
bor of  Messina,  he,  the  said  captain  John  Heath  did, 
on  two  marines  jumping  overboard  to  swim  from 
the  ship,  neglect  to  come  upon  deck,  although  call- 
ed and  informed  of  this  circumstance,  allegingas  a 
reason  therefor  the  subterfuge  of  his  being  sick, 
Specification  2d.  That  he  did  when  ordered  by 
me,  at  said  time  and  place,  to  come  on  deck  and 
muster  the  marines,  execute  that  duty  in  a careless 
and  indifferent  manner;  and  when  the  marines  were 
mustered,  did  neglect  te  report  to  me  until  called 
and  directed  so  to  do  Specification  3d.  That  he  did 
neglect  on  the  desertion  of  said  marines  from  the 
ship,  to  take  those  immediate  steps  for  tlieir  recove- 
ry tliat  became  him  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
detachment  io  which  they  belonged,  and  were  re- 
quired by  the  urgency  of  the  case.  Tins  charge  and 
specification  being  in  violation  of  a part  of  the  2Uth 
article,  and  the  28th  article  of  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

Charge  3d.  Disobedience  of  orders.  Specifica- 
tion. That  he  did  at  the  time  and  place  referred  to, 
in  the  3d  specification  of  1st  charge,  though  re- 
peatedly ordered  to  be  silent,  continue  to  speak, 
although  warned  of  the  consequences,  and  in  the 
same  indecorous  and  contemptuous  manner  as  is 
therein  alleged,  thereby  violating  apart  of  the  lith 
article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better 
government  of  the  navy  of  the  Unitetl  States. 

(Signed)  O.  II.  PERRY. 

United  States*  ship  Java, 

Jilgiers  Bay,  14^/i  October,  1816. 

Of  these  charges  and  specifications  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  observe  only,  tiiat  the  offence  on  which 
the  greatest  stress  is  laid,  was  committed  as  the 
specification  states,  on  the  22d  July,  1816;  (hat  cap- 
tain Heath  was  neither  arrested,  suspended,  nor 
warned  that  notice  would  be  taken  of  this  offence; 
tiiat  on  tlie  J6th  September,  1816,  captain  Heath  is 
again  supposed  by  captain  Peiry,  to  commit  an  of- 
fence, fur  wliich  captain  Perry  suspends  hiip  from 
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the  exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  that  in  the  j 
interval  between  the  commission  of  these  two  offen- 
ces, a g’eneral  court  martial  convenes  in  the  Bay  of 
JTaples,  of  which  coiu*t  captain  Perry  is  president, 
and  captain  Heath  a member,  that  after  captain 
Heath  had  been  suspended  from  duty  two  days,  he 
addresses  a note  to  captain  Perry,  of  which  the 
following  is  a copy. 

United  States\  fHgate  Java, 
J^lesema^  September  18,  1816. 

»Sin, — On  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant,  I was 
ordered  below  by  you  fi'om  the  quarter  deck  of  this 
ship,  with  these  words,  or  to  that  effect,  “1  have  no 
iartlier  use  for  your  services  on  board  this  ship.” 

I iiave  waited  until  this  moment  to  know,  why  I 
have  been  thus  treated;  and  being  ignorant  of  the 
causes,  request  my  arrest  and  charges. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  HEATH, 

Captain  Marines. 

I’he  language  of  this  note,  Captain  Perry  consid- 
ered disrespectful,  and  summoned  captain  Heath 
into  his  cabin.  Willingly  would  your  memoriali'^ts 
draw  a veil  over  the  transaction,  which  then  and 
there  took  place;  most  willingly  would  they  bury  in 
oblivion  a transaction  so  disgraceful  to  the  charac- 
ter of  an  American  officer.  But  justice  to  them- 
selves forbids  it.  It  appears  by  the  statement  of 
Captain  Heath  and  tlie  acknowledgement  of  captain 
Terry,  that,  after  some  convei’sation  had  passed, 
captain  Perry,  from  (as  he  says)  “a  disposition  to 
Chastise  insolence  on  the  spot,”  gave  to  capfam 
Heath  a bloya,  and  after  having  committed  this  out- 
rage on  his  person,  with  much  abusive  language, 
ordered  him  to  be  confined  to  his  room,  and  a cen- 
tinel  placed  over  him;  a measure  which  hitherto  has 
been  considered  justifiable  in  extreme  cases  only.  A 
Jittle  reflection  convinced  capt.  Perry  of  the  impro- 
priety of  his  conduct,  and  alarmed  him  for  its  conse- 
quences; lie  according,  through  the  medium  of  ano- 
ther post  captain  and  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Java, 
made  an  overture  to  captain  Heatli  i of  reconcilia- 
tion, and  through  them  tendered  an  apology,  but 
insisted  on  terras  of  his  own  dictating.  This,  capt.  II. 
having  a due  regard  for  his  own  reputation,  for  the 
commission  which  he  has  the  honor  to  hold,  and 
for  the  respectability  of  his  brother  officers  of  the 
same  rank,  positively  refused  to  accept,  and  in  his 
turn  preferred  charges  against  captain  Perry.  A 
court  martial  convened,  and  as  we  have  been  unof- 
ficially informed,  for  the  trial  of  both;  but  captain 
Perry  remained  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of 
his  office,  while  captain  Heath  was  in  close  confine- 
ment.  Of  the  proceedings  of  this  court  your  memo- 
rialist know  but  little;  they  have  ere  this,  they  pre- 
sume, been  laid  before  the  hoiiorabie  secretary  of 
the  navy.  But  they  know  that  captain  Perry  has 
sailed  for  the  United  States,  in  command  of  the 
Java,  with  the  sanction  of  a court  martial,  and  that 
of  the  commander  in  chief  to  support  his  conduct. 

Tlie  undersigned  have  now  no  guarantee  for  the 
safety  of  their  persons,  but  the  use  of  those  arms 
which  the  laws  of  their  country  have  placed  in  their 
hands,  and  that  personal  strength  with  which  na- 
ture has  blessed  them.  To  those  means  they  must 
resort,  and  on  them  in  future  depend,  unless  the 
honorable  senate,  to  whom  they  look  with  filial 
confidence  as  the  guardians  of  their  rights,  will  by 
a timely  interference  save  them  from  the  disagreea- 
ble alternative  of  relinquishing  a profession  to 
whicli  they  are  enthusiastically  attached,  or  becom- 
ing in  every  instance  the  defenders,  not  only  of  their 
-"dtaracters,  but  of  their  persons.  Placed  at  a dis- 


tance from  their  country  and  without  the  immedi- 
ate influence  of  its  civil  laws,  your  me  morialists  re- 
ly with  confidence  on  the  decision  of  the  high  tri- 
bunal to  which  they  now  solemnly  appeal  Your 
memorialists  trust  it  will  not  engross  too  miich  of 
thevaluablc  time  of  the  senate,  to  institute  an  exa- 
mination into  the  proceedings  of  this  court  in  these 
two  instances.  They  beg  leave  also  to  state,  that 
a case  occurred  at  Naples  in  August  last,  between 
captain  T.  O.  Creighton,  and  midshipman  Marston, 
of  the  Washington,  the  decision  on  which  they  also 
consider  as  tending  to  destroy  the  conviction  which 
every  officer  ought  to  feel,  whilst  in  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  that  the  strong  arm  of  the 
law  is  extended  over  him,  equally  for  his  protection 
during  good  conduct,  and  for  his  punishment  when 
he  deviates  from  its  rules.  If  your  memorialists 
have  erred  in  making  this  appeal,  they  hope  it  will 
he  attributed  rati) er  to  an  exuberance  than  a defi- 
ciency of  a.  good  feeling,  and  they  trust  that  they  will 
ever  be  found  ready  to  obey  the  call  and  support  the 
cause  of  their  country  in  any  contest,  however  un* 
promising  to  themselves  as  individuals. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  wilt 
ever  pray. 

TH03.  AP.  CATESBY  JONES,  lieut.  navy. 

W.  B.  SHUBRICK,  lieutenant  navy. 

R.  T.  AUCHMUTY,  lieut.  marine  corps. 

CHRISTOPHER  FORD,  lieut.  marine corps- 

GEORGE  PEARCE,  lieut.  navy. 

BEVERLEY  KENNON,  lieut.  navy. 

S AMUEL  L.  BREESE,  lieut.  navy. 

THOMAS  NICHOLS,  sailing  master. 

ROBERT  F.  STOCKTON,  lieut.  navy. 

FRANCIS  B.  WHITE,  lieutenant  marines. 

JOSEPH  L.  KUHN,  lieut.  marines. 

W.  H.  WATSON,  lieut.  navy. 

WM.  H.  COCKE,  lieut.  navy. 

H.  B.  BRECKENRIDGE,  capt.  marine  corps. 

B.  WASHINGTON,  surgeon. 

GEO.  B ENGLISH,  lieut.  marine  corps. 

JAMES  ARMSTRONG,  lieut.  U.  S.  navy, 

GEORGE  BEALE,  purser. 

C. 'S.  M’CAULEY,  lieut. U.  S.  navy. 

HYDE  RAY,  surgeon. 

CHAS.  T.  STALLINGS,  lieut.  navy. 

E.  W.  TURNER,  purser. 

JOSEPH  CAS  SIN,  lieut.  navy. 

GUSTAVUS  W.  SPOONER,  lieut.  nav}^ 

ROBERT  S.  KEARNEY,  surgeon. 

WM.  HALL,  captain  marine  corps. 

JOHN  HARRIS,  lieut.  marines. 

HENRY  OLCOTT,  lieut.  marines. 

N.  WEBSTER,  lieut.  U.  S.  navy. 

S.  H.  STRINGHAM,  lieut.  U.  S.  navy. 

W.  K.  LATI.MER,  lieut.  navy. 

L.  ROUPEAUG,  lieut.  navy. 

A.  M.  M ONTGOMERY,  acting  surgeon  navy. 

ROBERT  FIELD,  lieut.  navy. 

N.  L.  MONTGOMERY,  lieut.  navy. 

M.  D.  NICHOLSON,  lieut.  navy. 

W.  LAUGHTON,  lieut,  navy. 

JNO.  CADLE,  acting  surgeon  navy, 

JNO  W.  PEACO  acting  surgeon  navy. 

M.  C.  AT  ! WOOD,  purser  U.  S.  navy. 

J.  L.  MORRIS,  lieutenant  navy. 

Memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Ma'- 
vine  Corps. 

The  officers  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  in 
the  Mediterranean,  present  the  following  memorial 
to  the  honourable  Senate  and  House  of  Represejita- 
tives  of  the  United  States,  and  pray  that  their  si- 
tuation on  board  ship,  and  the  grievances  herein 
f complained  of,  may  claim  their  serious  attention. 
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The  want  of  established  rules  and  regailations  for 
the  marine  corps,  when  stationed  onboai’d  ship,  and 
this  difference  of  discipline  in  different  vessels, 
have  always  been  productive  of  serious  ills,  and 
have  too  frequently  occasioned  unavoidable  and  un- 
happy disturbances.  The  undersigned,  tlierefore 
do  earnestly  intreat,  that  rules  and  regulations  be 
established  by  an  act  of  congress,  wherein  the 
duties  of  marine  officers,  when  afloat,  may  be  clear- 
ly and  distinctly  defined  and  rights  and  privileges 
protected. 

The  undersigned  regrets  the  necessity  under 
which  they  conceive  themselves  bound  by  their 
duty  to  the  service  and  themselves,  of  intreating 
the  lionourable  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, as  the  guardians  and  protectors  of  their 
rights,  to  examine  the  decision  of  a court  martial, 
held  at  Mahon,  on  captain  Oliver  H.  Perry,  of  the 
nav\,  under  the  charges  of  outraging  the  rights, 
feelings,  and  person  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
marines,  of  the  United  States’  ship  Java,  and  pray 
that  the  protection  of  their  rights  and  persons  be 
guaranteed  by  some  special  act  of  Congress;  or 
that  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  navy  be  more  strictly  carried  into  -ex- 
ecution. 

JOHN  H\LL,  C.  M.  M. 

H.  B.  BRECKENRIDGE,  capt.  marines, 

W.  HALL,  capt.  marine.s, 

JO.  L.  KUHN,  lieut.  U.  S.  marines, 

HENRY  OLCOTT,  1st  lieut.  marines, 
FRANCIS  B.  WHITE,  1st  lieut.  marines, 
JOHN  HARRIS,  1st  lieut.  marines, 

R.  T.  AUCHMUTY,  2d  lieut-  marines, 
CHRISTOPHER  FORD,  lieut.  marines. 

Port  Mahon,  January  17, 1817. 

United  States  ship  Washington, 

Port  Mahrni,  4ih  May,  1817. 
Sir,— I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an 
attested  copyi  of  a letter  written  to  me  by  the 
captains  and  commanders  of  the  squadron. 

I fully  concur  with  those  gentlemen  in  opinion, 
and  shall  believe  it  to  be  rny  duty  to  comply  with 
their  request  so  far  as  to  permit  the  officers  com- 
plained of  to  return  to  the  United  States,  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  done  without  injury  to  the  public 
service. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

I.  CHAUNCEY. 

To  the  hon.  Benj.  W.  Cro^minshield, 

Secretary  of  the  JYavy,  Washington. 

Port  Mahon,  A:th  May,  1817. 

Sin, — We,  the  undersigned  captains  and  com- 
manders serving  in  the  squadron  under  your  orders, 
have  heard  with  deep  regret  that  many  of  the  lieu- 
tenants and  other  commissioned  officers  belonging 
the  vessels  under  our  respective  commands,  have 
forwarded  to  the  honorable  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  a memorial  which  in  our  opinion  is  calcu- 
lated  to  excite  disaffection  and  insubordination  in 
the  navy,  and  bring  into  contempt  a service  hereto- 
fore distinguished  for  its  reputation,  order,  and 
good  government. 

The  undersigned  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  it  is  not  against  petitioning  the  legislature  for 
a redress  of  real  wrongs,  that  we  now  protest,  but 
against  the  manner,  time,  and  object  of  the  memo- 
rialists, which  if  truly  represented  to  us,  is  as  fol- 
lows:— ^They  complain  that  they  have  been  oppres- 
sed, and  require  that  the  30th  article  of  an  act  for 
the  better  government  of  the  navy,  should  be  re- 
vised and  so  amended  as  to  designate  particularly 


the  pnnisliment  of  offenders,  and  it  is  belleveil,  that 
they  even  go  so  far  as  to  threaten  that  sliould  their 
imaginary  grievance  not  be  redressed,  they  will 
resort  to  their  arms  for  protection.  It  is  also  un- 
derstood that  the  memori.alists  have  presumed  to  re- 
flect on  the  members  of  two  courts  martial,  com- 
posed of  officers  of  long  standing  in  the  navy;  that 
their  meetings  have  been  held  with  apparent  secre. 
cy,  and  the  memorial  studiously  withheld  from 
their  commanders  who  would  readily  sanction  any 
measure  having  for  its  object  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice. It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  tlie  bounden 
duty  of  officers,  more  especially  when  on  a foreign 
station,  to  cultivate  towards  each  other  the  most 
perfect  harmony  and  good  will,  but  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned,  that  the  conduct  of  the  memo- 
rialists is  calculated  to  have  a contrary  effect.  The 
undersigned  are  therefore  impelled  by  a sacred 
duty  we  owe  our  country  and  ourselves,  to  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  remove  all  those  officers 
from  under  our  respective  commands,  as  soon  as 
the  public  service  will  admit  of  the  same,  as  we 
cannot  but  consider  the  signers  of  the  memorial  as 
having  forfeited  all  claims  to  our  confidence,  and 
their  example  as  endangering  the  vessels  entrusted 
to  our  charge. 

We  have  the  lionour  to  be. 

Very  respectfully,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 
(Signed)  W.M  M.CIIANE, 

JN.  ORDE  CREIGHTON, 
GEO.  W.  RODGERS, 

THOS.  GAMBLE, 

J.  I.  NICHOLSON, 

ED.M.  P KENNEDY. 

A true  copy  of  the  original  on  file. 

Attest,  J.  W-VTSON,  Com.  Clerk, 

United  States^  Ship  Jrashington., 

I^ort  Mahon,  5th  May,  1817. 

To  Isaac  Chauncey,  Esq.  commodore 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  na^ 
val  forces  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Mediterranean,  &c. 

Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

Resolutions,  truly  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  on  the  patriotic  struggle  of 
South  America,  and  on  tlie  policy  which  the 
general  government  ought  to  pursue  in  relation 
to  that  country. 

IN  SBXATK,  BV  MR.  BLBDSOE. 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  common^ 
wealth  of  Kentucky,  That  the  people  of  this  state 
view  with  the  most  lively  emotion,  the  patriotic 
struggles  |of  their  South  American  republican 
bretiiren,  to  throw  off  and  break  in  pieces  the 
yoke  of  Spanish  despotism;  to  take  their  stand 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth;  and  to  vindicate 
tlie  exercise  of  those  rights  of  self-government 
which  the  God  of  nature  has  given  to  man,  as  liis 
unalienable  birthright. 

That  while  this  legislature,  and  the  people  whom 
they  represent,  fully  appreciate  the  blessings  of 
peace,  flowing  from  the  observance  of  a just  neu- 
trality, as  to  the  conflicts  between  other  powers; 
they  are  nevertheless  fully  sensible  of  the  immense 
importance  to  the  United  States,  of  the  establish- 
rncni^t  of  the  independence  of  the  South  American 
colonies,  as  respects  the  probable  commercial  and 
political  relations  between  the  two  portions  of  the 
same  great  continent. 

That  neither  interest  nor  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  as  respects  old  Spain,  exists  to 
induce  them  to  tsike  one  single  step  towards  favor- 
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hJi;'  th  it  power,  or  strengthening  the  rod  of  oppres- 
siou,  which  tliere  is  reason  to  hope  her  colonies 
are  about  wresting  from  her  hands  forever. 

That  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  wise  policy,  as  well 
as  justice,  for  the  government  of  the  U.  States  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  such  of  the  for- 
mer Spanish  colonies  of  South  America,  as  shall 
have  shown  themselves  capable  of  vindicating  and 
maintaining  tlie  rights  of  self  goverment. 

That  the  strictest  regal’d  to  neutrality  between 
the  parties,  neither  requires,  nor  authorizes,  the 
arrestor  detention  of  foreign  men,  vessels  or  mu- 
nitions of  war,  passing  through  our  country  or 
touching  at  our  ports,  destined  to  assist  either  par- 
ty. 

That  if  the  general  government  of  the  United 
States  is  prepared  to  take  a side  in  this  contest, 
the  many  unredresscd  wrongs,  and  the  outrageous 
insults  of  old  Spain  to  this  government,  together 
with  the  Strom''  claims  of  suffering  humanity  upon 
our  sympathy,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  which  side 
the  free  people  of  the  only  republic  upon  earth  are 
preparsd  to  ii^ke. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions be  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  to  be  submitted  to  that 
body. 

TX  THE  HOtrSE,  BY  MB.  BTBB. 

Resobjed  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  common- 
ivenlih  of  Kentucky — 1st,  That  the  liberty  of  nations, 
is  derived  from  God  and  nature,  and  is  not  the 
gift  of  kings  or  potentates. 

2d.  That  all  just  power  is  derived  from  thepeo- 
plc;  the  choice  of  forms  of  government  belongs  of 
right  to  them,  and  those  ^or  their  successors)  who 
constitute  one  form,  may  abrogate  it. 

3d.  Tluit  in  all  just  governments  the  good  of  the 
governed  is  the  end  to  be  accomplished;  and  the 
people  upon  whom  each  p.articular  government 
opev'ites,  are  the  only  fit  judges  of  the  performance 
of  tlie  ends  for  which  the  government  was  institut. 
ed. 

4th.  That  the  general  revolt  of  a nation  against 
oppression,  and  in  vindication  of  their  own  liberty, 
cannot  justly  be  called  rebellion. 

5tli.  That  the  struggle  of  the  patriots  of  South 
America  for  the  rights  of  self-government,  is  jus 
tified  by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  and  sanctioned 
by  the  unalienable  rights  of  man, 

6th.  That  the  success  of  those  who  are  strug- 
gling for  the  liberty  and  independence  of  South- 
America.  is  a consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished, 
iiighly  interesting  to  the  friends  of  freedom  and 
humanity  in  general,  and  calls  for  the  deepest  sym- 
pathy and  accordance  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
these  United  States  of  North  America. 

7th.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  general  assem- 
bly, that  such  of  the  provinces  of  South  America 
as  have  declared  themselves  free  and  independent, 
and  have  shewn  a reasonable  ability  to  maintain 
their  independence,  ought  forthwith  to  be  acknow- 
ledged by  the  general  government  of  these  United 
States  of  North  America,  as  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent powers,  to  be  treated  as  such,  and  intro- 
duced to  the  other  sovereign  powers  of  the  earth; 
and  generally,  that  all  the  rights,  countenance 
and  hospitality  should  be  given  by  these  United 
States  to  those  so  acknowledged  sovereign  pow- 
ers of  South  America,  which  by  the  laws  of  nations 
may  be  justly  and  peaceably  afforded  by  the  peo- 
ple and  magistracy  of  another  nation  in  war  or  in 
peace. 

Resolved,  Tl  at  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 


tions be  transmitted  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  each  of  the  senators  and  representa- 
tives of  this  state  in  the  congfess  of  the  United* 
Sta?es;  and  that  the  acting  governor  be  requested 
to  transmit  them  accordingly. 


CONGRESS. 

SEXATE. 

January,  ^2, — Mr.  Tichenor  moved  two  resolu- 
tions, referring  to  the  military  committee  an  enqui- 
ry into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying 
80  much  of  the  act  establishing  the  military  staff* 
as  relates  to  hospital  surgeons,  and  ho.spital  sur- 
geons mates,  and  to  the  appointment  of  judge  ad- 
vocates; and  an  enquiry  into  the  expediency  of  are- 
form  in  the  provisions  of  the  law  respecting  the 
emoluments  to  thb  military  and  staff  officers  of  the 
army,  in  order  to  place  them  on  a more  economical 
establishment 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  repairing, 
and  keeping  in  repair,  certain  roads,  was  read  t!ie 
third  time,  as  amended,  passed  and  sent  to  the 
house  of  representatives 

Jan.  23 — The  following  resolution,  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  linggle's,  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pass- 
ing a law,  to  vest  in  the  state  of  Ohio  the  power  of 
selling  the  remaining  thirty-five  sections  of  land,  in 
the  six  miles  reservation  ait  the  Scioto  Salt  Works, 
and  applying  the  nroceeds  of  the  sale  to  such  purpo- 
ses, for  the  use  of  the  state,  as  the  legislature  there- 
of may  think  proper, 

Jan.  26 — Mr,  Tichenor’s  resolutions,  submitted 
on  the  22nd  inst.  were  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  directing  the  mode  of  appointing  Indian 
agents,  8cc.  was  taken  up,  and  after  receiving  some 
amendments,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence;  as  also- 
was  the  bill  to  establish  Darien,  in  Georgia,  as  a 
port  of  entry. 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  for 
the  relief  of  John  Anderson  was  taken  up,  and  after 
a good  deal  of  discussion,  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day week. 

January  27.  Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  on 
naval  affairs,  reported  a bill  “in  addition  to  an  act 
giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  per- 
sons slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States;”  and  the  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  of  finance,  to 
whom  the  subject  had  been  specially  committed, 
reported  that  “ it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  the 
the  law  imposing  a duty  on  salt.”  The  report  was 
not  acted  on  to-day.  ’ 

Talbot  .submitted  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far 
changing  the  present  judicial  ‘^system  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  provide  for  the  gradual  diminution  of 
the  number  of  judges  who  at  present  compose  the 
supreme  court;  for  the  restricting  the  functions  and 
duties  of  the  judges  of  that  court  to  the  holding 
the  sessions  thereof,  and  the  other  duties  incidental 
tliereto;  of  establishing  and  organizing  a circuit 
court  in  each  of  the  United  States,  in  which  a cir- 
cuit court  has  not  heretofore  been  established,  and 
of  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a competent 
number  of  circuit  judges  for  the  holding  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Otis  submitted  for  consideration  the  following 
resolotion- 
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Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  claims  be  in-  i Mr.  Hopkinson,  succinctly  delivered  the  reasons 
siructed  to’  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid-  for  his  opinion  aKainst  tlie  passage  of  the  bill 
injr  for  the  examination  and  allowance  of  monies  | . . i.  i.  ..  ..  i 

paid  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts  for  supplies 
and  services  of  tlie  militia  of  that  state  employed 
during  the  late  v/ar  in  the  common  defence,  so  far 
as  the  same  may  be  due  upon  principles  of  equity 
and  iuslice. 

Af  er  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

JuTi.  28.  Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  m regard  to  the 
election  of  representatives  to  congress,  and  elec- 
tors of  president  and  vice  president,  &c.  reported 
the  resolution  with  some  verbal  amendments. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Talbot, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Tlie  motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Otis,  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  examination  and 
allowance  of  monies  paid  by  the  state  of  Massu- 


Mr.  Robertson  replietl  to  .\fr.  llookinson,  and  de- 
fended the  bill.  Mr.  JRpkivson  rejoined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  passage  of 
tlv^  hill  to  a tliird  reading  bv  the  following  vote: 
'VEAS— Mesm.  Abbot,  Anurnon.  P>*ii.  Aiidt-rsoii,  Ken.  Baldwu!, 
E<  llinerr,  Reniiflt,  Bloonifirld,  ^den,  Burwt-ll,Col>h,  Conistocb, 
CooU,  Crafiv  Crawford,  f'uibrrth.  Drtha.  Earir,  Erviiu;.  S.  C. 
Forsyth,  Fuller,  Gagf,  Hale,  Harrison.  Naahroncii,  Heixlnekk, 
Herrick,  Hiester,  Hunter,  Iii|^am,  Ii  viiyif,  N.  Y.  Joltmon,  Ken. 
Jones.  Kiiisej’,  l.itUe,  Lowndrt,  Marehand.  .Mason.  Mass.  M'  re»r. 
Merrill,  Morton,  MoseW,  Murray,  H.  Nelson,  T M.  Nti*on.  New  , 
Ogden,  Ogle,  Owen,  Parris,  Parrott,  Patu-rson,  Peter,  Pin  all, 
Pleasants,  Poinde.xter,  Quarles,  Reed,  Rith,  Richards,  Ui  .ggi.id, 
Rabertson,  Lou.  Robertson,  Ken.  Riipijles,.  San»j>«on,  Silste. , 
Smith,  Bal.  Alex.  Snoyth,  Southard,  Spangler,  Tallm>v’ge,  Tayloi, 
Trimble,  Tucker.  Va.  Tucker,  S.  f.  Walker,  N.  C.  Walker,  Keu* 
Wallace,  Weiidover.  Whiteside,  Whitman. — 8o. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen.  Mass.  Austin,  Ball,  Barbour,  V.i. 
Barber,  O.  Bateiuau,  Beecher,  Blount  Boss,  Bryan,  Campbell, 
Claggvtt,riaibome,Cplston,Criiger,  Cushman,  Drake.  EdwMrds, 
Ellicott,  Forney,  Garnett,  Hall,  Del.  H.all,  N.  Hevkiinrr,  Hitch- 
cock, Hogg,  Holmes,  Mass.  Holmts,  Con.  Hopkinson,  Hubbard, 
Huniingdoii,  Johnson,  Va.  Kirtlniid,  Lawy  r,  L-  wis.  Lin  i,  Liver- 
more, M‘Latie,  W.  Maclay.  Wm  P.  Maclay . MToy,  .Marr,  Mason, 
H.  I.  Middleton,  Moore,  Mumford,  Jer.  Nelson,  N -sbitt.  N-wton, 
Orr,  Palmer,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Kheu,  S ivage,  Schiij  let, 
Scudder,  Sergeant,  Settle,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Shtrwoo<l.  Siocna.b, 
J,  S.  Smith,  Speed.  Spencer.  Sturix.  Strong,  Stroth  r,  T«rr.  T r- 
ry,  Tompkins,  Tyler,  Upham,  Westerlo,  tViliiams,  Con.  Wiliiaius, 
N.  Y.  Williams, *N.  C.  Wilkin,  Wilson, Pen. —82. 

So  the  bill  was  rejsciad,  by  a m ;joi‘ity  of  two  votes. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  IViUiams,  of  North  C.irolina, 
the  hou.se  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Pleasants  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of 
neral  land  office,  to  furnish  to  each  soldier  who '.the  committee  of  claims  on  the  claim  of  J.  Fattie- 


chusetts,  for  the  services  and  supplies  of  the  mih-  Oi 
tia  that  state,  employed  during  the  late  war, 
was  postponed  till  Friday. 

The  bill  providing  for  surviving  revolution!*ry 
officers,  soldiers,  &c.  was  postponed  to  to-mor- 
1-0 w,  as  were  also  several  other  subjects. 

The  joint  resolution  offered  by  Morrill,  on 
the  23d  iilt.  requiring  the  commissioner  of  the  ge- 


may  receive  a p.itent  for  military  bounty  land,  a 
description  of  the  quality  of  his  lot,  as  minuted  in 
the  field  notes  of  the  surveyor,  was  taken  up,  to 
.'iher  with  the 


son,  and  several  other  claims  of  a like  nature,  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee. 

['fhls  claim  is  fur  a^house,  situated  on  the  banka 


geiner  wixii  uic  report  of  the  committee  on  the  of  the  Patuxent,  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during 
public  lands,  stating  the  impracticability  of  afford-  the  late  war,  on  account  of  previous  occupa- 
jng  such  information,  and  the  inexpediency  of  re  tion  by  provisions,  and  by  supplies  issued  there- 
quiring  it.  from  to  a detachment  of  militia  in  t!ie  service  of 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  resolution  to  a the  United  States,  and  for  other  similar  reasons,  as 
third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  and  the  petitioner  desires  to  establish  by  the  testimo- 
the  motion  of  course  rejected.  ^ _ |ny  of  two  or  three  witnesses.  The  claim  is  one  of 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  j those  laid  before  the  commissioner  of  claims,  and 


executive  business,  which  occupied  it  until  the 
adjournment. 

‘ HorsF,  or  uKrnE»>xxTATiVf.s. 

Friday,  Jan.  20.  Mr.  Pope,  from  a select  corn 
mittee,  to  wliom  were  referred  certain  memorials 
on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  to  enable  the  peo 
pie  of  Illinois  territory  to  form  a constitution  and 
state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  the 
same  into  the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori 
ginal  stales,  wliiifli  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  presi<lent  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  .Mr  J.  .1.  Monroe, 
I'.is  secretary,  transmitting  vhe  information  requir 


by  him,  according  lo  the  provisions  of  tine  law 
of  the  last  session,  transmitted  to  the  liou.se  of  re- 
presentatives for  their  decision  on  the  fact.] 

Afer  some  convei-sation  on  the  question  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the  consideration  of  this  subject  on  this 
or  at  a future  day — 

Mr.  ll'iUiams,  of  North  Carolina,  delivered  at 
considerable  length,  and  with  much  perspicuity, 
the  views  of  the  committee  on  the  general  princi- 
ples on  which  these  cases  rest,  and  also  on  the  evi- 
dence  in  this  pai  ticuliircase. 

After  a few  observations  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land and  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  committee  rose,  and  re- 


ed by  a re.solutlon  of  this  liouse,  calling  for  an  ac  | ported  their  concurrence,  not  only  in  the  case  of 
count  of  all  roads  made  or  marked  out  under  the  j Mr.  Pattleson,  but  also  in  several  other  cases, 
authority  of  the  United  States.  j which  rest  on  ilie  same  principle,  and  on  nearly  the 

On  motion  of  Mr  Forsyth,  it  was  same  description  of  evidence. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and!  'fhe  question  on  concurrence  with  the  commit- 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex  | tee  of  claims  in  rejecting  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pattie- 
pediency  of  regulating  by  law  tlie  number  of  pas-  son,  was  agreed  to. 

sengers  to  be  brought  into  the  United  States  by  The  question  being  next  proposed  On  the  claim 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  according  to  the  ton-  of  .John  Ireland,  for  a house  desirc/yed  because  oc- 
nage  of  the  vessels-  i cupied  by  a part  of  com.  Barney’s  men,  his  rigging, 

[Many  other  re.soUitions  were  offered  which ! Sec  aiulthereportrecommeiKungilsrejectionhav- 
shall  be  noticed  in  their  progress.]  ing  been  read — 


The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  commutation  of  .soldiers  bounty 
lands.  An  amendment  of  some  importance,  moved 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  yesterday,  w'as  agreed  to,  ayes  78: 
noes  45.  No  other  amendment  having  been  offerr 
cd — 

The  question  was  stated,  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  b third  rending. 


A debo.le  arose  on  the  merits  of  the  claim,  acd 
the  anootiut  of  the  testimony,  in  the  course  of  which 
Messrs  Smith  of  Md.  Harrison,  Heed,  Robertson,  of 
L.  Peter,  Hayly  and  Palmer  opposed  the  report  ad- 
verse to  the  claim,  and  Mr.  HiLliums  and  Mr  For- 
syrA  supported  it. 

At  length,  this  and  the  otlier  reports  were  laid 
on  the  table,  the  hour  growing  unusually  late. 
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The  hoivse  adjourned  to  Monday. 

J^foiidai/f  Jan.  26. — Mr.  Wilsoii,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Mr.  5ferc»ar/ of  Nofth  Carolina,  appeared,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Robertson^  of  Louisiana,  from  the  committee 
on  the  public  lands,  reported  a bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  entitled  “An  act  relating  to  settlers  on 
lands  of  the  United  States,”  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Johnsony  of  Kentucky,  from  the  military 
committee,  reported  a bill  respecting  the  organi- 
zation of  the  army  of  the  United  States  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w*as 
referred  the  petition  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
Reported  (in  part)  a bill  for  the  remission  of  duties 
upon  stereotype  plates  and  upon  bibles'  and  testa- 
ments in  foreign  languages,  imported  by  societies 
or  associations',  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Ml*  Parris  of  Massacliusetts,  from  the  committee 
on  expenditures  respecting  the  public  buildings, 
reported  the  following  bill. 

bill  to  provide  for  erecting  additional  buildings 

for  the  accommodation  of  the  ■ respective  depart 

meats. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  commissioner  of  the 
|iublic  buildings  cause  to  be  erected,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  president  of  the  U.  States,  two 
buildings  suitable  for  offices  for  the  executive 
departments,  to  be  placed  north  of  the  buildings 
at  present  occupied  by  those  departments,  and  on 
a line  parallel  therewith:  each  of  said  buildings  to 
contain  forty  rooms  of  convenient  size. 

Sec.  2 merely  makes  an  appropriation. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  wiiole,  Mr.  H.  J\elson  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
**  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  an  act  respecting  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  nnd  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters 

The  bill  is  one  of  considerable  importance  to  the 
holders  of  slave  property  particularly,  as  going  to 
make  that  law  efficacious,  which  is  at  present 
little  better  than  nominal. 

Much  discussion  took  place  sn  the  details  of  this 
bill,  which  were  explained  and  illustrated  by  Mr. 
Pindall,  of  Virginia,  and  by  several  other  gentle- 
men. Some  amendments  were  made  to  the  bill,  the 
discussion  of  which  occupied  the  whole  of  the  day’s 
sitting,  and  wasinot  concluded,  when  the  committee 
rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday  Jan.  27.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  of 
"Mass. 

Resolved,  That  the  claim  of  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  expenditures  to  their  militia  for  their 
services  during  the  late  war,  together  with  the 
documents  on  the  files  of  tins  house,  to  be  referred 
to  a select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  claims 
of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  for  the  expenses  of 
calling  out  the  militia  of  that  state  during  tlie  late 
war,  and  tiie  reasons  why  those  claims  have  not 
been  settled  by  that  department. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  stereo- 
‘^3’P^j  plates  and  bibles,  in  foreign  languages,  im- 
ported for  the  use  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
Avas  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  stated, 
' Shall  the  bill  pass?” 


This  produced  i debate.  Mr.  objected 

to  the  bill  as  indefinite,  exempting  all  bibles,  &c. 
which  had  been  imported  by  certain  societies — he 
wished  a provision  to  secure  the  appropriation  of 
those  bibles  to  the  purposes  contemplated.  Mr. 
Sergeant  explained  his  views  of  the  subject,  saying 
that  similar  bills  had  been  passed,  and  he  thought 
that  the  contemplated  appropriation  of  the  books 
was  secured  by  the  character  of  the  persons  at  the 
head  of  the  institution.  Mr.  S.  rejoined  and  consider- 
ed it  as  the  “entering  wedge  to  more  objectionable 
measures,”  and  maintained  the  right  to  demand 
such  security,  as  was  the  case  when  similar  grants 
were  made  to  others.  Sec.  After  some  additional 
remarks,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  84, 
noes  62. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  respecting  fugitive  slaves,  8cc.  the  con- 
sideration of  which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the 
day;  and  the  committee  rose  before  the  subject 
was  completed. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  28.  After  other  business— 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  “respecting  fa- 
gitives  from  justice,  and  persons  escaping  from  the 
service  of  their  masters,”  having  been  announced — 

Mr.  Rich,  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  a differ- 
ent committee,  with  a view  of  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  certain  amendments.  After  some  little 
discussion,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill. 

The  question  was  on  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Rich  to  the  bill,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
preventing  the  transportation,  in  any  manner,  of 
any  negro,  mulatto  or  person  of  color,  without 
having  previously  carried  the  same  before  some 
judge  or  justice  of  a court  of  record,  and  giving 
sufficient  proof  of  their  being  slaves,  and  the  pro- 
perty of  the  person  by  whose  authority  they  are  so 
removed,  under  the  penalty  of  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  dollars. 

This  amendment  Mr.  Storrs  had  proposed  to 
amend,  by  substituting  in  lieu  thereof,  a new  sec- 
tion in  the  following  words: 

“That  if  any  person,  without  colorable  claim^ 
shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  procure  or  cause  t# 
be  procured,  any  such  certificate  or  warrant  [of 
his  property  in  any  particular  individual]  with  in- 
tention, under  color  or  pretence  thereof  or  the  pro- 
vision of  this  act,  to  arrest,  detain  or  transport,  or 
cause  to  be  arrested,  detained,  or  transported,  any 
person  whatsoever,  not  held  to  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid,  he  or  she,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall 
suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  or 
fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  both, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  such 
conviction  shall  be  had.” 

After  debate,  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to  and  incorporated  in  the  bill.  Mr, 
Fuller,  then,  after  an  ingenious  speech,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  transcended  the  const!  utional  provisions  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  thought  the  laws  already 

in  force  had  gone  far  enough  in  carrying  those  pro- 
visions into  execution.  Mr.  Cobb  replied  to  those 
two  gentlemen.  Messrs.  Hopkinson,  Holmes,  Clay 
and  Hald'idn,  severally  spoke  on  the  bill.  The 
motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was  negatived 
by  a large  majority — the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill,  and  the  house  adjourned  at  half- 
past 4 o’clock. 

T/ivrsday,  Jan.  29. — Afier  a variety  of  busir  esSj 
of  no  present  importance — The  house  having  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
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act  entitled  “An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, and  persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  then- 
masters” — 

Much  discussion  took  place— finally  the  bill  was 
m-dered  to  he  engrossed  for  a third  reading  to 
morrow — ayes  86,  noes  55.  ^ i 

A written  message  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  during  the  sitting  of 
this  day,  which  was  not  read,  owing  to  tlie  lameness 
of  the  hour  at  -which  the  proceedings  on  the  above 
bill  were  terminated. 

The  bouse  adjourned  at  sunset. 

A.  K.  Parris,  esq.  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, from  Massacliusetts,  has  been  appointed 
judge  of  the  district  of  iMaine,  vice  judge  Sew'all 
j^igned. 


Foreign  Articles. 

FLORIDA. 

The  Georgia  Journal  speaks  very  positively  o 
the  fact,  that  Spain  will  not  dispose  of  the  Flori- 
das  to  the  United  States  except  on  receiving  six 
millions  of  dollars  for  them,  and  making  the 
Mississippi  the  boundary  of  her  Mexican  dominions. 
It  is  nonsense  to  talk  of  a transfer  on  such  terms. 
It  is  further  intimated  in  the  same  paper,  that 
Spun  supports  herself  in  such  absurd  demands 
under  the  assurance  that  she  will  not,  in  any  event, 
have  to  contend  with  us  single  handed — relying 
upon  England  and  P'rance  for  allies.  We  cannot 
guess  what  the  former  might  do,  but  should  be 
glad  to  hear  that  10,000  French  troops  were  seat 
to  Mexico,  Venezuela,  &c.  They  would  soon  close 
Ferdinand's  accounts  in  those  countries. 

Many  believe  that  the  acts  recently  published 
about  Florida  (see  page  .315)  were  then  for  the 
first  time  officially  kno-wn  to  the  people.  The  pas- 
sage of  those  lav/s  was  noticed  in  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster  in  1811,  and  the  posi- 
tion clearly  taken  that  the  United  States  would 
not  permit  tlie  Fioridas  to  pass  into  the  hands  of 
any  other  power,  if  it  could  be  prevented.  See  the 
correspondence  in  the  first  vol.  of  the  Weekly 
Megister.  .We  are  indebted  to  W\e  JVational  Intel- 
ligencer for  the  recollection  of  tlicse  things. 

ATiIKLIA  ISLAND. 

Mr.  MoorCy  who  was  noticed  in  our  last  as  adver 
tised  by  com.  Aury  as  a pirate,  &c.  is  at  Charleston, 
.avows  his  resentment  at  Aury’s  conduct,  denies  the 
charges,  and  stands  prepared  to  vindicate  himself 

The  following  communication  appears  in  the 
Savannah  Republican  of  the  11th  inst  : 

Mr.  M'Intosh  observing,  that  a part  of  his  letter 
of  the  30ih  October  last  to  Mr.  Crawford  is  pub- 
lished in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  23d  ult 
[see  WEKKLT  REGisTKft,  page  302]  among  the  docu- 
ments presented  to  coi.gress  by  the  president,  on 
the  aff-iirs  of  Amelia  Island,  conceives  it  a Juty  in- 
cumbent on  him,  injustice  to  the  feelings  of  the 
family,  and  to  the  memory  of  the  late  sheriff  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Hubbard,  to  declare,  tha.  the  in 
formation  he  received,  and  communicated  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  of  the  cause  of  the  death  of  this  gen- 
tleman, he  has  since  understood  to  be  incorrect. 
He  hopes,  the  public  journalists,  wlio  have  publish- 
ed his  letter,  will  insert  in  their  papers,  this  tri- 
bute to  truth  and  humanity. 

SPANISH  AMERICA. 

A London  paper  states  that  there  were  good 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  allied  powers  had 
come  to  a resolution  to  prevejit  supplies  being  sent 
to  <be  Sj>ani^  patriots. 


I In  the  Franconian  Mercury  tliere  is  the  following 
from  Vienna,  of  the  4th  October; — “A  note,  ad- 
dre.ssed  to  all  the  Eurojiean  powers,  by  the  cabinet 
of  3l.  Petersburg,  in  respect  to  the  affairs  of  Ame- 
rica, excites  great  attention,  on  account  of  thepre- 
ci.sion  v.'ith  wliich  it  is  drawn  up.” 

Two  other  ship.s  have  recently  sailed  from  En- 
gland with  250coimmlssioned  and  non  commission- 
ed officers,  to  join  the  patriots. 

A letter  received  at  Philadelphia  from  a person 
Said  to  be  of  the  highest  respectubilily  in  London, 
says — The  Rriti.sh  government  has  at  lengtii  agreed 
at  the  request  of  the  allied  powers  of  Europe,  td 
become  the  mediator  between  Spain  and  her  colo- 
nies. 

Gen.  Piar,  executed  by  the  sentence  of  a court 
martial  of  which  admiral  Brion  was  president,  for 
treason,  &c.  is  said  to  have  confessed  his  guilt. 

The  bloody  Morillo  attempted  to  purchase  gen. 

I Zaraza.  He  lately  sent  a mission  to  him,  by  means 
I of  a priest  named  Sutil,  accompanied  by  a young 
son  of  Zaraza,  on  whom  Morillo  had  previously 
conferred  the  rank  of  ensign,  offering  througii  the 
medium  of  the  priest  to  make  Zaraza  a brigadier 
if  he  would  go  over  with  his  troops  to  tlie  standard 
of  the  king.  To  which  proposal  Zaraza  made  the 
following  reply: 

“Not  until  I behold  my  wife  and  unfortunate 
children,  cruelly  murdered  by  the  legions  of  gen. 
Morillo,  restored  to  life  again,  shall  I desist  from 
the  noble  undertaking  and  glorious  strife  in  which 
I am  now  engaged,  against  the  tyrants  of  their 
country,  and  the  assassins  of  their  innocent  posteri- 
ty.” Having  said  these  words,  he  handed  a sw'ord 
to  his  son,  wlio  scorning  the  rank  whicli  was  given 
him,  merely  for  the  sake  of  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, grasped  the  weapon,  “with  wliich,”  his  father 
said,  “you  must  defend  the  rights  of  your  country, 
and  avenge  the  death  of  your  mother  and  brethren.” 
The  country  possessed  by  the  patriots  apj)ears 
to  enjoy  much  peace  and  tranquility.  .Morillo  • 
seems  to  be  hardly  pressed,  and  it  is  said  that  an 
army  of  12,000  patriots  are  about  to  advance  on 
Caracas. 

Important  neivs — received  at  Charlesion.  via  King- 
ston Jan.  from  the  kingdom  of  JVevj  Grenada,  and 
Carthagena  its  prhicipal  sea  port: 

Samano,  lately  named  Vice- Roy,  and  residing  at 
S.anta  Fe  de  Begota,  the  capital  of  the  kingdom, 
officially  has  communicated  to  Montalvo,  the  vice- 
roy of  the  said  kingdom,  exercising  the  functions 
of  said  office,  until  the  aforesaid  Samano  his  suc- 
cessor may  assume  the  command;  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him  longer  to  sustain  the  kingdom,  after 
hiiving  sent  a division  to  the  Plains  of  Casanare* 
which  was  completely  destroyed  by  tlie  patriots; 
o .ly  the  commander  of  the  same  and  17  soldiers 
escaping — A second  was  immediately  afterwards 
dispatched  to  said  Plains,  and  only  its  chief  and 
two  drummers  could  escape  from  this  still  severer 
loss. 

Morillo  writes  that  he  is  .about  to  execute  the 
officer  who  commanded  a division,  that  shamefully 
retreated  from  3000  independents,  when  those  of 
his  own  consisted  of  5000  men. 

In  Santa  Fe  a woman  w'as  about  to  be  executed, 
in  consequence  of  there  having  been  intercepted  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  Spaiiish  troops,  which 
w'ere  in  said  place,  and  which  she  had  fortvarded 
to  the  patriots  in  Casanave. 

Brigadier  Cuplni  and  a lieut.  col.  had  arri/ed  at 
Carthagena;  the  oniy  remains  of  the  defeat  at  Mar- 
garita, and  said  that  they  w-ere  on  their  route  for 
; Peru — the  former  to  take  the  command  as  General 
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On  the  6th  of  October  ult.  was  taken  the  pro* 
Vince  of  Pamplona,  by  the  republicans,  and  where 
the  Spaniards  were  completely  defeated.  This 
news  is  confirmed  by  a sergeant  that  had  arrived 
at  Carthagena,  and  wounded  in  the  said  action. 

In  Carthagena  they  were  collecting  a donation, 
for  the  purchase  of  provisions  of  every  description, 
to  be  in  readiness  in  case  a siege  should  be  estab- 
lished by  the  patriots  against  said  city. 

On  the  irth  of  Nov.  and  almost  every  day  since 
that  period,  three  placards  were  put  up  in  different 
parts  of  this  city,  demanding  the  heads  of  Montalvo, 
forres,  the  governor,  and  that  of  Cano,  judge  ad- 
vocate of  said  place.  These  placards  are  supposed 
to  have  been  stuck  up  by  the  soldiers  and  subal- 
terns, among  whom  there  vas  a general  discontent. 
Patrols  were  constantly  employed  in  parading  the 
streets,  in  order  to  take  down  these  placards. 

Recent  news  from  the  south  sea— from  the  same 
source. — By  a gentleman  lately  arrived  from  Guay-* 
aquil  and  Panama,  T am  informed  by  him,  in  person, 
that  the  army  of  Chili,  in  July  last,  disembarked  at 
Arica  in  lat.  18,  25,  s.  to  unite  themselves  to  the 
powerful  armies  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  had  al- 
ready entered  the  kingdom  of  Peru;  and  that  the 
royiilixt  iirmy  in  said  province  had  capitulated  to 
the  patriots — and  that  in  consequence  of  this  glori- 
ous triumph,  all  the  armies  were  on  their  their 
march  for  Lima.  Cusco,  the  former  capital  of  that 
kingdom,  had  already  become  independent,  which 
excited  great  alarm  in  Lima,  its  modern  capital, 
v/hich  it  is  generally  believed  here,  must  have  fal- 
len long  since.  The  ports  of  Lima  and  Guayaquil, 
are  strictly  blockaded  by  the  patriots, who  it  is  said, 
have  upwards  of  80  vessels  of  war:  among  which  are 
frigates,  brigs  and  other  smaller  craft.  Not  a sin- 
gle vessel  has  arrived  from  Lima  to  Panama  since 
September,  and  it  is  positively  believed  that  the 
im  'erisely  lucrative  commerce  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  between  this  island  and  the  Pacific  ocean, 
has  now  drawn  to  a close,  for  the  independent  arm- 
ed vessels  have  even  appeared  in  front  of  Panama 
on  the  24th  of  October;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the 
patriot  flag  will  float  in  triumph  from  cape  Horn  to 
the  northernmost  point  in  Venezuela,  within  the 
space  of  six  months. 

From  the  Lonthn  GuzettCy  JVovember  29. 

PUOCtAMATIOX. 

Geoiige  p.  h. — Whereas  there  unhappily  subsists 
a state  of  warfare  between  his  Catholic  majesty  and 
divers  provinces  or  parts  of  provinces  in  Spanish 
Ameriaa:  and  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to 
us,  that  many  of  our  subjects  have,  without  our 
leave  or  license,  enlisted  or  entered  themselves  to 
serve  in  the  military  forces  or  ships  of  war  raised 
or  set  forth,  or  intended  to  be  raised  or  set  forth, 
by  llie  persons  exercising  or  assuming  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  government  in  such  provinces  or 
parts  of  provinces,  and  that  divers  others  of  our 
subjects  are  about  in  like  manner  to  enter  and  en 
list  themselves;  and  whereas  such  practices  are 
highly  prejudicial  to  and  tend  to  endanger  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  our  crown  and  dominions:  we 
do  therefore,  hereby,  and  with  the  advice  of  our 
privy  council,  strictly  charge  and  command  all  and 
every  of  our  natural-bum  subjects,  of  what  degree 
or  quality  soever,  not  to  serve  in  any  such  military 
fo  ces  or  ships  of  war  as  aforesaid,  and  not  to  enlist 
or  enter  themselves  to  serve  therein,  and  not  to  go 
beyond  the  seas  or  embark,  in  order  to  serve,  or 
with  intent  to  enter  or  enlist  themselves  to  serve 
in  such  military  forces  or  ships  of  war:  and  it  is  at 
the  same  time  our  royal  will  and  pleasure,  and  we 


do,  by  and  with  the  advice  aforesaid,  hereby  dso 
strictly  charge  and  command  all  and  every  of  our 
said  subjects  not  to  serve  or  enlist,  or  enter  them- 
selves to  serve  in  any  of  the  military  forces  or  -*hips 
of  war  raised  or  set  forth,  or  to  be  raised  or  set  forth, 
by  his  Catholie  majesty,  and  not  to  go  beyond  the 
seas,  or  embark,  in  order,  or  to  the  intent  to  serve,  or 
or  enter,  or  enlist  themselves,  to  serve  in  such  mili- 
tary forces  or  ships  of  war;  it  is  nevertheless  our  roy- 
al will  and  pleasure,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  prohibit  any  of  our  sub- 
jects who  are  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  date  of  this 
our  proclamation  in  serving  in  the  military  forces  of 
his  Catholic  majesty  with  our  leave  or  license,  from 
continuing  to  serve  therein,  provided  that  such 
our  said  subjects  do  not  serve  wiUi  the  military 
forces  of  his  Catholic  majesty  when  employed  in 
Spanish  America:  and  we  do  hereby,  by  and  with 
the  advice  aforesaid,  strictly  require  all  our  said 
su'^jects  duly  to  conform  to  our  commands  herein 
contained,  under  pain  of  our  highest  displeasure, 
and  the  utmost  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  pu- 
nishments, to  which  by  law  they  will  otherwise  be 
liable. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Brighton,  the  27th  day  of 
November,  1817,  and  in  the  58th  year  of  our  reign. 

OOI>  SAVE  THE  KINO. 

JV'bw  Yorky  Jan,  26. — A letter  received  iu  this 
city  from  Havana  mentions  that  the  new  corvette 

Spanish  ship , formerly  the  General  Scott,  of 

about  32  guns,  which  recently  sailed  from  that  port 
manned  with  a Spanish  crew,  to  convoy  some  mer- 
chant vessels  to  Porto  Rico,  and  thence  proceed  to 
Porto  Cavello,  has  been  taken,  with  the  whole  of 
her  convoy,  by  a patriot  privateer!— The  letter 
states  that  at  the  first  fire  from  the  privateer,  the 
crew  of  the  corvette  all  deserted  their  quarters  , 
and  she  was  taken  by  boarding. 


CHRONICLE. 

In  closing  the  pages  of  this  sheety  the  editor  is  sin 
cerely  mortified  at  the  omission  of  many  things  in  type 
— but  there  is  no  help  for  it  nowy  and  he  would  also 
feel  much  at  a loss  what  to  take  outy  if  he  could  do  it. 

The  crop  of  cotton  turns  out  better  than  was 
expected.  A Savannah  paper  of  the  16th  instant, 
says  that  prime  cotton  was  sold  in  that  city  the  pre- 
ceeding  day,  for  23  cents. 

A proposition  is  before  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  change  the  names  of  the  days  of  the 
week,  by  fixing  their  legal  names  as  at  present 
used  by  the  society  of  Friends  or  Quakers — first- 
day,  second-day,  8tc.  Why  not  as  well  also  alter 
the  names  of  the  months.^ 

Flour.  538,271  barrels  of  flour  were  Imported 
into  Liverpool  from  the  United  Slates,  from  the  1st 
of  Jan.  to  the  6th  December  1817. 

Important/— Elector  of  Hesse  Cassel  has  or- 
dered that  all  his  troops  shall  wear  queues  exactly 
fifteen  inches  long — the  sergeants  are  to  carry 
measures,  which  they  are  frequently  to  apply,  for 
the  good  of  the  service! 

It  has  been  decreed,  that  the  Jews  shall  not  hold 
any  real  estate  in  Mecklenburg-Schweriii  and  Meck- 
lenburg-Strelitz.  This  is  ^Restoration!'* 

The  number  of  Jews  in  the  world  has  been  esti- 
mated at  6,598,000;  two-thirds  of  whom  are  in  the 
Mahommedan  states. 

The  daily  consumption  of  coals  in  London  for 
producing  Gas,  amounts  to  28  chaldrons,  by  which 
76,000  lights  are  supplied,  each  equal  to  the  light 
of  six  candles. 
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Certain  spirited  citizens  of  Putnam  county,  the  first  rate  artists  are  eniployed  on  the  plate,  and 
Ceorgia,  have  given  public  notice  that  they  will  it  will  be  finished  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  in  the 
prosecute  all  violations  of  the  law  to  prevent  the,  very  superior  style  desired  by  the  publisher  and 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  state.  ^the  engravers  employed  upon  it.  A little  delay  is 

A 
&c. 


rnCiUClJUil  Uf  5i<i»  ca  tu«tL  j viiv.  ik,  i-r 

A carrying  rrt>o  of  flour,  fish,^  of  no  importance — it  is  only  to  be  wished  that 

. I itely  s iiled  from  Cincinnatii  for  INTew-Orlcans.  when  it  is  published  it  shall  meet  the  public 


Richard  M.  Crain,  esq.  has  been  elected  treasu- 
rer of  Pennsylvania,  vice  Mr.  Pindluy,  elected 
governor.  For  Mr.  Crain  96  votes — for  Mr.  Brady 

14- 

Speaking  of  the  new  French  settlement  on  tlie 
Mobile,  the  London  Traveller  remarks— “This  is 
one  of  the  most  extraor<Iinary  speculatiojts  ever 
known  even  in  America,  fertile  as  it  is  in  spirited 
adventures.  It  cannot  fail  that  such  a colony,  plant- 
ed in  such  a situation,  must  produce  singular  ad- 
vantages to  the  American  states,  as  well  as  to  the 
settlers  themselves.”. 

One  of  the  “Chapin  Oxen”  so  called,  was  lately 
killed  at  Post  >n — his  meat,  hide  and  tallow  weigh- 
ed 1994  lbs. 

Com.  Shaw,  on  retiring  from  tlie  command  of 
the  frigate  United  States,  was  very  handsomely 
complimented  by  the  officers  for  his  coikIucI  to 
them — and  he,  in  return,  expressed  the  satisfaction 
he  had  felt  in  the  correct  and  orderly  proceedings 
of  the  officers  and  ship’s  company,  generally — 
among  whom  a good  understanding  appears  to  have 
constantly  existed. 

Banks. — About  “twenty  or  thirty”  new  banks 
are  spoken  of  in  the  states  of  Kentucky  and  Ten 
nessee.  There  will  be  a dreadful  end  to  this  busi- 
ness. 

Kidnapping  and  dealing  in  men.  Two  famous  tra- 
ders in  men,  named  Bradly  and  Nolen,  carrying  a 
number  of  negroes  to  several  of  which  are 

supposed  to  have  been  freemen,  have  been  justly 
put  to  death  by  them,  on  their  passage  to  New  Or 
leans. 

Geographical  mistake.  A writer  in  the  “Pittsburg 
Commonwealth,”  giving  his  “thoughts  on  the  ac- 
tual depression  of  our  domestic  manufactures,”  at- 
tributes the  depression  in  part  to  the  negligence 
of  the  custona  house  officers,  who  do  not  use  the 
needful  exertion  to  prevent  smuggling.  That  those 
means  are  not  used  is  very  certain;  but  the  fault 
lies  more  at  the  door  of  Congress- Hall,  than  at  that 
of  the  custom  house.  The  fact  as  stated  by  the  wri- 
ter of  certain  smugglings  he  knew  of  when  he  ar- 
rived at  Baltimore  from  Liverpool,  had  better  been 
made  known  to  the  collector  of  tlie  port  at  the 
time,  than  now  published  in  a distant  newspaper. — 
And  besides,  when  he  says  that  on  the  vessel’s  ar- 
rival at  the  mouth  of  river,”  the  captain  pro- 
ceeded with  his  boat  to  “Fell’s  point”  laden  with 
valuable  goods,  the  whole  narrative  appears  liable 
to  a discredit;  for  one  would  think  that  even  if  he 
never  had  been  at  Baltimore  he  ought  to  have  known 
that  this  city  is  not  located  upon  or  near  to  the  “fdk 
river.” 

The  Baltimore  inspections  for  the  quarter  ending 
on  the  3 1st  ult.  return — 114,920/;i,'s.  wheat  flour; 
4310  half  do.  do.  212066Zi-.  rye;  298  casks  of  Indian; 
4u3166/s.  beef;  2l58Ai/5.  pork;  7S35bbls.  lierrings; 
920  large  casks  of  domestic  liquors;  4852Z>i.’s.  dit- 
to, Sec. 

Declaration  of  Indi petidence.  All  our  readers 
will  recollect  tliat  Mr  Binns,of  Pl;i!adelphia,issued 
proposals  in  1815  for  publishing  a splendid  edition 
ofthe  Declaration  ofL.dependence.  From  the  de- 
lay, many,  perhaps,  have  thought  liiat  the  design 
Was  abandoned.  The  contrary  is  tlie  case— it  is 
prosecuted  wdtJi  the  utmost  vigor  that  is  consis- 
tent with  the  desired  perfection  of  its  performance; 

Vot.  xni. — -25. 


expectation,  and  be  suitable  to  its  own  dignity. 

Bills  of  n:ortahty — liichmond,  Va.  1817.  Males 
112;  females  80 — total  192,  gre.atest  number  of 
deaths  in  July,  25;  least  in  March,  7.  Diseases — 
Rowel  complaint  and  teething  28;  debility  46;  con- 
sumption 17;  various  fevers  24;  still  born  IT,  ac- 
cidental 10,  8tc.  59  of  those  who  died  were  under 
one  year,  and  20  above  50  years  old. 

Died,  lately',  at  Sag  Harbor,  capt.  Elisha  Prio'\ 
aged  72 — a soldier  of  the  revolution,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  butchery  at  fort  Griswold. 

Also,  on  the  20th  ult.  on  John’s  island,  near 
Charleston,  Dr.  Jacob  Rush,  in  the  60th  year  of  h.is 
age.  He  was  a surgeon  on  board  the  Alliance  fri- 
gate in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  also  served  a.s  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  and  distinguished  himself 
in  both  stations  by  his  skill  and  gallantry.  He  w'as 
universally  beloved,  and  died  universally  regret- 
ted. 

Also,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  21st  inst.  Dr.  Cos- 
par  Wistar,  aged  56 — a first  rate  physician  and 
professor  of  anatomy  in  the  university  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  has  long  been  famous  in  the  medical 
world,  and  was  exceedingly  well  versed  in  the  sci- 
ences generally.  His  decease  is  a public  calamity. 

Also,  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  col.  Benjamin  Walker,  a 
soldier  of  the  revolution,  aid  de  camp  to  Baron 
Steuben,  and  friend  of  Washington. 

Georgetown,  col.  This  beautiful  town  is  rapid- 
ly increasing  in  inhabitants.  A census  just  taken 
gives  us  a population  of  5,078  white,  and  2,310 
colored  persons — total  7,388.  Population  in  1810, 
4,948 — increase  in  7 years  2,440;  or  at  the  rate  of 
50  per  cent. 

[ UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  for  1818: 

By  the  president. 

William  Jones  T 
Pierce  Butler  C Philadelphia 
John  Connelly  j 
George  Williams,  Baltimore 
Walter  Browne,  New  York 
By  the  stockholders.' 

Robert  Ralston 
Chandler  Price 
Thos.  M.  Willing 
John  Bohlen 
Thomas  Leiper 
Cadwallader  Evans, 

Samuel  Wetherill 

Thomas  M‘Euen  ^ Philadelphi-i- 

John  Savage 
John  Goddard 
James  C.  Fisher 
John  Sergeant 
John  Coidter 
Joshua  Lippincott 
.John  Lisle 

John  BoUon,  Savannah 
John  Donnel, 

Dennis  A.  Smith  5 
.'Vathl.  Prince,  New  York 
Henry  Clay,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Those  in  it.alics  are  new  members. 

Boxing,  &c.  A certain  James  Crib  [is  it  the 
“champion  of  England?”]  gives  public  notice  in  i> 


J 


Baltimore 
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Philadelphia  paper  that  he  will  **box  or  squob  any 
man  in  the  city  for  500  or  1000  dollars.”  We 
hope  that  some  body  may  whip  him,  “for  fun,”  into 
better  manners.  We  are  not  yet  enough  to 

fight  for  money. 

Terrible.  It  is  asserted  in  the  DelawarcGazette, 
that  of  about  eleven  hundred  passengers,  who  em- 
barked on  board  the  ship  April,  captain  De  Groot, 
at  Amsterdam,  which  vessel  is  now  lying  at  New- 
castle, about  Jive  hundred  died,  many  of  them  be- 
fore they  departed  from  Europe.  Such  as  were 
unable  to  advance  the  money  for  their  passage, 
’ivho  survive,  are  still  detained  on  board  in  the 
most  deplorable  condition,  several  of  whom  are 
oJiiidren,  who  have  lost  their  parents  on  the  voy- 
age. 

The  Deitt. — From  the  thanksgivingr  proclamation 
of  the  governor  o f Vermont. — “The  being  of  a God  is 
written  as  with  a sunbeam  on  the  face  of  nature. — 
The  heavens  bear  the  impress  of  his  fingers,  and 
earth  the  footsteps  of  his  power:  the  rise  and  fall 
of  kings  and  kingdoms,  empires  and  republics,  na- 
tions and  individuals,  are  but  his  smiles  and 
his  frowns.  On  those  we  live,  at  these  we  die. — 
The  sacred  scriptures  are  a display  of  his  perfec- 
tions, the  signet  of  his  sovereignty,  and  history  of 
his  love.  Hence,  to  dispute  his  existence,  com- 
pletes the  climax  of  folly.  To  refuse  him  reve- 
rence and  honoris  the  height  of  presumption.  To 
withhold  from  him  obedience  and  affection,  is  the 
extreme  of  ingratitude.” 

Agriculture. — The  Democratic  Press  says — We 
are  graiihed  to  hear  that  the  Philadelphia 
tural  Society  have  come  to  a determination  to  pur- 
chase a piece  of  land  and  cultivate  it  on  the  most 
improved  principles  of  agriculture  as  a Pattern 
Fanny  where  the  young  shall  be  instructed,  and  the 
more  experienced  he  shewn  the  advantages  of  all 
the  variops  improvements  in  agriculture.  We  un- 
derstand that  at  the  society’s  dinner  yesterday  the 
sum  of  2,000  dollars  was  subscribed  for  the  above 
purpose. 

Successful  and  novel  speculation.— ^We  have  it 
from  good  authority,  that  a gentleman  in  New 
York  shipped  15,000  bbls.  of  apples  to  Europe  last 
fall;  and  that  they  sold  at  Liverpool  at  an  average 
price  of  three  guineas  per  bbl. — ^Ib.  Argus. 

Law  intelligence;  At  the  term  of  the  supreme 
court  now  sitting  at  Albany  the  great  cas;e  of  Gris- 
wold vs.  Waddington,  was  determined  in  fhvor  of 
the  latter.  It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
court,  that  a state  of  war  between  two  countries, 
dissolves  all  partnerships  previously  subsisting  be- 
tween individuals  belonging  respectively  to  each — 
This  is  a leading  case,  and  involves  property  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  a hundred  thousand  dollars. 

[JY.  Y.  Ev,  Post. 

St.  Louisy  Dec.  13. — We  have  received  informa- 
tion from  Lawrence  county,  that  the  attach  on  the 
Osages  by  the  confederate  Indians  h^s  been  more 
decisive  than  those  conflicts  which  usually  take 
place  in  their  warfare.  The  Osages  had  removed 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Earhart’s  Saline  towards 
their  villages,  where  their  Parthian  mode  of  fight- 
ing  could  have  more  effect.  They  were,  however, 
driven  off  the  plain,  leaving  on  the  ground  a num- 
ber of  dead  and  wounded  and  several  horses.  It 
is  not  st  ited  that  the  Cherokees  and  their  allies 
intend  to  follow  up  the  blow. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETT. 

Tha  society  for  colonizing  Xht.  free  people  of  color, 
held  its  anniversary  on  the  1st  inst.  at  Washington 
city,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected  for 

ensuing  year; 


Bushrod  IVashington  was  unanimously  elected 
president. 

Vice  Presidents. 

William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 

Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky. 

William  Phillips,  of  Massachusetts, 

Henry  Rutgers,  of  New  York. 

John  E.  Howard,  Y 

Samuel  Smith,  Cof  Maryland. 

John  C.  Herbert,  3 

John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  Virginia. 

Gen.  Andrew  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 

Robert  Ralston,  7 i • 

Richard  u.,sh,  1 of  Pennsylvama. 

Gen.  John  Mason,  District  of  Columbia. 
Samuel  Bayard,  New  Jersey. 

Afanagers. 


Francis  S.  Key, 

Walter  Jones, 

John  Laird, 

Rev.  Dr.  Jas.  Laurie, 
Rev,  Stephen  B.  Balch, 
Rev.  Obad.  B.  Brown, 


Benjamin  G.  Orr, 
.John  Peter, 
Edmund  J.  Lee, 
William  Thornton-, 
Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh, 
Henry  Carroll. 


E.  B.  Caldwell,  secretary. 

John  G.  M’Donald,  recording  secretary. 
David  English,  treasurer. 


Public  Education, 

In  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  11.  Mr.  Reed^ 
of  Westmoreland,  from  the  committee  of  educa- 
cation,  made  report,  which  was  read  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

In  a government  where  the  public  are  the  foun- 
tain of  all  power,  a general  diflffision  of  knowledge 
is  essential  to  a proper  and  permanent  exercise  of 
it.  Th?  benign  influence  of  religion,  which  forms 
the  basis  of  every  good  government,  if  unsupport- 
ed by  an  improvement  of  the  noble  faculties  of  mind 
with  which  the  Creator  has  endowed  the  creature, 
will  be  but  partially  felt  in  society.  And  those 
moral  principles  which  dictate  the  reciprocal  du- 
ties of  individuals,  grow  in  strength,  in  the  same 
ratio  with  the  progress  of  learning  and  civilization. 

The  system  of  representative  government  pre- 
supposes an  ability  in  the  constituent  to  direct  and 
control  his  agent,  from  which  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  desire  of  the  people  may  be  always  effectuated 
through  their  representatives.  But  if  through  in- 
attention or  for  want  of  competent  intelligence,  the 
people  are  unable  to  judge  of  the  measures  best 
calculated  to  promote  their  happiness  and  prosperi- 
ty, the  spirit  ofrepresentation  is  lost.— And  although 
the  form  may  be  preserved,  yet  an  inability  in  the 
public  to  sanction  or  disapprove  the  measures  of 
their  agents,  converts  them  from  representatives  to 
aristocrats,  and  thus  the  vital  principles  of  our 
constitution  virtually  become  obsolete.  How  es- 
sentially important  is  it  therefore  for  the  repre- 
sentative to  suggest,  and  the  constituent  to  embrace 
every  reasonable  means  of  intellectual  improve- 
ment. The  wise  framers  of  the  constitution  of  this 
commonwealth  were  aware  of  its  importance,  and 
enjoined  it  on  the  legislature  to  “provide  for  the 
establishment  of  schools  throughout  the  state,  and 
in  such  manner  that  the  poor  might  be  taught  gra- 
tis,”  and  that  “the  arts  and  sciences  should  be  pro- 
moted in  one  or  more  seminaries  of  learning,” — 
The  general  dissemination  of  useful  learning,  is  of 
more  interest  to  the  state  than  the  promotion  of 
“arts  and  sciences;”  yet  the  latter  has  imperious 
claims  to  liberal  attention. 

The  extent  of  the  permanent  revenue  of  the  state 
points  this  out  as  a fit  time  to  encourage,  through 
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Us  means,  a g-eneral  system  of  education.  Besides 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  an  education  at  all,  there 
are  various  evils  of  most  pernicious  tendency  exist- 
ing in  the  manner  of  educating  youth  at  present  in 
Pennsl)  vania.  Tlie  incompetency  of  teachers  is 
among  the  first.  This  proceeds  from  two  causes. 
From  the  want  of  a board  of  inquiry  to  ascertain 
and  pass  upon  the  qualifications  of  applicants  for 
employment  in  every  county,  and  from  the  inability 
in  many  parts  of  the  state  from  the  scattered  con- 
dition of  the  Dopulation  to  afford  a competent  sa- 
lary. From  these  causes  persons  totally  unqualifi- 
ed, assume  the  task  of  teacliing,  from  which  the 
profession  is  injured  in  its  reputation,  and  persons 
wlio  are  capable,  become  unwilling  to  be  associated 
in  tlie  same  employment  The  profession  of  teach- 
ing would  be  restored  to  a respectable  standing  by 
appointing  a test  for  the  committee  of  teachers,  and 
by  offering  some  pecuniary  inducements  under  pro- 
per regulations  out  of  the  state  funds.  The  com- 
mittee submit  the  following  plan. 

1.  That  the  respective  courts  of  common  pleas 
in  the  several  counties  in  this  commonwealth,  at 
their  first  term  in  every  year,  or  at  any  subsequent 
term  when  occasion  may  require,  shall  appoint  five 
competent  persons  as  a board  of  trustees,  who  shall 
have  authority  to  examine  any  teacher  who  may 
pr  opose  to  take  the  superintendance  of  any  school 
in  any  such  county,  for  the  instructing  of  youth  in 
reading,  writing,  arithmetick  and  grammar,  in 
English  or  German;  and  if  tlie  said  trustees,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  upon  such  examination  shall  ap. 
prove  of  such  applicant,  they  shall  certify  that  such 
person  is  competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
teacher. 

2.  If  any  such  teacher  shall  produce  a certificate 
from  a majority  of  his  subscribers  to  said  board  of 
trustees,  of  having  diligently  taught  a school  con- 
sisting of  at  least  pupils  for  months  in  any 
term  of  twelve,  the  said  trustees  or  a majority  of 
them  shall  draw  their  warrant  in  his  favor  on  the 
state  treasurer  for  dollars. 

3.  That  cities,  towns  and  counties  embracing  one 
hundred  families  within  a mile  square,  shall  not  be 
embraced  within  the  above  provisions.  But  in  all 
schools  under  approved  teachers  there  shall  be  ad- 
mitted any  number  of  poor  children  not  exceeding 

in  any  one,  to  be  paid  on  warrants  drawn  as 
above  provided 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  a bill  embracing  the  above  prin- 
ciples. 


District  of  Columbia. 

Treascrt  department,  27th  December,  1817. 

.Sir — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  19th  inst.  directing  the 
secretary  of  the  the  treasury  to  lay  before  the  house 
a statement  of  the  amount  of  receipts  into  the  trea- 
sury, from  imports,  internal  taxes,  and  other  sour 
ces  of  revenue  within  the  district  of  Columbia,  spe- 
cifying the  sum  received  in  each  year,  since  the  as- 
sumption of  the  jurisdiction  by  congress  in  J801; 
also  a statement  of  the  amount  of  registered  tonnage 
employed  in  the  carri.''.ge  of  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise, in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  of  the 
district,  I have  the  honor  to  submit  two  statements 
from  the  register  of  the  treasury,  which  contain  the 
information  required. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay, 

speaker  o f the  house  of  reprensentatives. 


A statement  of  the  net  amount  of  duties  arising  from 
imports,  internal  taxes,  and  other  sources  of  revenue 
•within  the  District  of  Columbia,  specifying  the 
amount  in  each  year,  since  the  assumptton  of  the 
jurisdiction  by  congress  in  18(U. 
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.Note. — 'I'he  internal  duties  tor  two  quarters  of 
1817,  amounted  to  §52  985  11. 


JOSEPH  KOURSE,  Register. 
Treasury  Department, 

Register's  office,  27th  December,  1817. 


Statement  of  the  registered,  enrolled  and  licensed  ton- 
nage of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  3 1st  Dec. 
of  each  year,  from  1801  to  1816,  inclusive. 
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TONS  95th 
5,035  51 
5,874  71 
7,049  66 
9,915  43 
8,512  81 
7,797  93 
8,643  87 
6,556  49 
7,482  41 
9,416  26 
7,811  37 
9,608  63 
8,397  54 
6,199  36 
11,280  22 
7,743  94  1 

Registered 
in  foreign 
trade. 

TONS  95th 
3.583  56 
4,180  81 
5,017  02 
4,383  OO 
4,918  87 
4,998  12 
5,164  44 
: 5,978  68 
6,382  28 
6,125  26 
7,032  35 
8,031  10 
9,009  17 
9,727  51 
10, 4.^4  05 
10,907  01 

Knrolled  St 
licensed  in 
coasting 
trade. 

TONS  95th 
(a)  8,619  12 
10,055  57 
(a)  12,066  68 
14,298  43 
13,431  73 
12,796  19 
12,808  .36 
12,535  22 
13,814  69 
15,541  52 
14,843  72 
17,639  73 
1:  ,406  71 
15,926  87 
21,754  27 
18,651  00 

TOTAL. 

1 

(a)Slated  by  estimate. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Treasury  Department, 

Register's  office,  December  27,  1817. 
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liegislature  of  Yirginia. 

Thursday,  Dec.  18.— The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  communication  from  the  go- 
vernor: 

Council  chamber,  Dec.  16,  1817. 

Sin— Tha'.»e  the  honor  of  communicating  through 
you  to  the  house  of  delegates  the  enclosed  answer 
from  James  Madison,  late  pi-esident  of  the  United 
States,  that  it  may  appear  that  I have  complied  witli 
the  resolution,  passed  on  the  22d  of  last  February, 
by  the  general  assembly. 

I am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  P.  PRESTON. 

The  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates. 

Council  chamber,  Feb.  28,.  1817. 

Sib— 'By  a resolution  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
or  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  valedictory  ad- 
dress. 

In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  it  is  natural  for  me 
to  reflect  on  the  astonishing  contrast  which  this  mo- 
ment presents,  compared  with  the  eventful  period 
of  your  administration.  For  a time  our  commerce 
was  annihilated,  our  sacred  rights  abused,  invaded 
and  destroyed,  our  citizens  impressed,  and  held  in 
bleeding  bondage,  and  even  our  national  sovereign- 
ty insulted  and  despised.  J\'ow  we  are  remuner^- 
edby  an  overwhelming  commerce,  our  rights  invio- 
late, our  citizens  free  and  happy,  respected  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  our  national  character  glorious- 
ly exalted.  That  you  should  have  occupied  the  high- 
est station,  and  presided  over  the  union  during 
lliis  wonderful  march  of  national  prosperity  and 
glory,  can  never  cease  to  afford  you  thg  highest 
gratification.  There  is  not  a citizen,  or  soldier,  or 
sailor,  who  by  his  devotion  to  his  country  has  con- 
tributed in  the  smallest  degree  to  this  happy  era, 
who  will  not  hereafter  repose  upon  the  retrospect 
with  joy  and  delight. 

In  this  renewed  evidence  of  approbation  from  the 
general  assembly  of  Virginia  in  behalf  of  the  good 
people  of  your  native  state,  at  the  close  of  your  pub- 
lic labors,  which  so  happily  terminates  an  adminis- 
tration that  was  environed  with  all  the  difficulties 
of  an  untried  government,  a want  of  unanimity  in  the 
public  councils,  embarrassed  finances,  and  a war 
with  a powerful  people,  who  disregarded  the  max- 
ims of  civilized  nations — under  all  these  circum- 
stances, this  testimony  of  approbation,  next  to  an 
approving  conscience,  must  be  to  a public  servant 
the  best  reward  and  highest  consolation:  and  that 
you  may  long  live  to  enjoy  it  uninterruptedly  is  the 
sincere  wish  of  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 
JAMES  P.  PRESTON. 
His  excellency  James  JVladison, 

Presulent  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  JHarch  1st,  1817. 

Dear  Sib— Having  received  through  you,  the  ad- 
dress of  the  generrl  assembly  of  Virginia,  of  Fe- 
bruary 10th,  I have  to  request  that  you  will  take 
charge  of  the  enclosed  answer  to  it.  I must  ten- 
der you  my  acknowledgements  at  the  same  time, 
for  the  friendly  and  flattering  manner,  in  which 
you  have  fulfilled  the  resolution  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. 

I should  express  my  feelings  very  imperfectly,  if 
; in  recurring  to  the  events  which  led  to  the  present 
enviable  condition  of  our  country,  I did  not  avow 
my  admiration  and  profound  gratitude  for  that  se- 
ries of  brilliant  achievements  which  distinguish  the 
American  arms;  and  offer  my  congratulations  on  the 


reward  so  dear  to  honorable  and  virtuous  mindj, 
which  you  have  received  for  the  part  you  bore  in 
them,  in  the  suffrages  which  elevated  you  to  the 
important  station  which  you  fill. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  assurances  of  my  esteem 
and  cordial  respect,  JAMES  MADISON. 

Governor  Preston. 

Washington,  March  1st,  1^17. 

TO  THE  GE^fERAt  ASSEMBLY  OF  VIRGINIA. 

I have  received,  fellow  citizens,  from  governor 
Preston,  your  address  of  the  22d  ultimo.  The  sen- 
timents which  it  conveys,  are  particularly  endeared 
to  me,  as  being  those  of  a state  with  which  I am 
connected  by  the  ties  of  my  birth,  and  of  my  home, 
and  by  the  recollections  of  its  confidence  and  par- 
tiality, commencing  at  an  early  stage  of  ray  life,  and 
continued  under  different  public  manifestations,  to 
the  moment  of  my  final  return  to  a station  of  a pri- 
vate citizen.  The  language  of  the  address  derives 
a further  value  from  the  high  character  which  the 
state  of  Virginia  has  justly  acquired  by  its  uniform 
devotion  to  free  government,  and  by  a constancy 
and  zeal  in  maintaining  the  national  rights,  which 
no  sufferings  or  sacrifices  could  impair.  Nor  can  I 
be  insensible  to  the  consideration,  that  this  expres- 
sion of  kindness  and  approbation,  comes  at  the  close 
of  my  public  career,  through  a period  of  uncommon 
difficulties  and  embarrassments. 

A candid  review  of  the  entire  period,  of  which 
that  made  a part,  will  always  do  justice  to  the 
course  of  policy,  which,  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances not  likely  to  recur,  was  sanctioned  by  the 
national  voice,  and  pursued  by  the  national  coun- 
cils. The  review  v/ill  show  that  the  obstinate 
rivalship  of  powerful  nations  in  trampling  on  our 
dearest  rights  and  dearest  interests,  left  no  option 
but  between  resistance  and  degradation;  that  a love 
of  peace  and  a hope  of  justice,  selected  every  mode 
of  resistance  short  of  war,  in  preference  to  war; 
that  although  the  appeals  made  to  the  commercial 
interests  and  the  mutual  jealousies  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  was,  at  length, not  without  effect  in  pro- 
ducing a relinquishment  of  the  aggressive  system, 
even  by  the  power  against  which  war  was  declar- 
ed, and  before  the  declaration;  yet  the  relinquish 
ment  was  at  too  late  a day  to  prevent  the  war; 
that  it  is  strictly  true,  therefore,  that  this  last  re- 
sort was  not  made,  until  the  last  hope  had  been 
extinguished,  that  a prostration  of  the  national 
character  and  of  the  national  rights,  could  be 
otherwise  avoided.  It  is  on  record  also,  that  not  a 
moment  was  lost  after  the  sword  was  drawn  in  o- 
pening  the  way  to  reconciliation;  nor  an  opportunity 
permitted,  by  self  respect,  untried,  tili  it  was  at 
length  restored  to  the  scabbard  where  it  now  hap- 
pily remains. 

On  the  prosperous  condition  of  our  country,  which 
has  succeeded  a conflict,  rendered  peculiarly  se- 
vere, and  peculiarly  glorious,  by  contingent  events 
as  flattering  to  our  adversaries,  as  they  were  un- 
locked for  by  either  party,  I cordially  unite  in  your 
congratulations;  as  well  in  the  hope  that  all  the 
lessons  afforded  by  the  past,  may  contribute  to  the 
future  security  and  increase  of  the  blessings  we 
now  enjoy. 

Through  the  remaining  days  of  a life  hitherto 
employed,  with  little  intermi.ssion,  in  the  public 
service,  which  you  so  much  over  value,  my  heart 
will  cherish  the  affectionate  sentiments  which  the 
representatives  of  my  native  state  have  addressed 
me;  and  will  offer  its  fervent  prayers  for  the  pub- 
lic prosperi'y  and  individual  happiness  of  its  citi- 
zens. JAMES  MADISON. 
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iXj*Tlie  great  quantity  of  m.  tter  that  . as  in 
after  tlie  last  number  was  issued,  has  compelled  us 
to  HU  a portion  of  the  present  slieet  with  d^fert'cd 
articles;  but  not,  on  that  account,  less  needful  to 

be  inserted. The  Rkgxsteii,  at  times,  does  not 

contain  half  as  much  as  our  wishes  would  press  into 

its  pages wliicii  are,  tliat  every  thin^  that  can 

interest  an  enquiring  public  should  be  inserted  in 
it.  The  mess.ages  of  the  governors  of  several  states 
are  yet  lying  over,  as  well  as  the  speech  of  gov. 
Clinton  on  opening  the  session  of  ilui  legislature  of 
of  New-York — and  many  documents. 

We.  have  also  just  received  a copy  of  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  to  vhe 
bouse  of  representatives  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  inartials  that  were  held  in  the  Mediterranean 
for  the  trial  of  com.  Perry,  andcapt.  Heath,  of  the 
marine  corps — whose  differences,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  have  much  excited  the  public 
feeling. 

Banks  and  newspapers. — Our  progress  in  col- 
lecting lists  of  these,  is  slow.  The  Hartford 
“Times”  has  furnished  neat  accounts  of  each  of 
them  in  Connecticut,  and  we  have  the  official  list 
of  the  banks  in  Pennsylvmiia,  of  which,  however, 
the  nominul  capitals  are  not  stated.  We  should  be 
obliged  to  any  friend  at  Harrisburg  for  giving  us 
the  capitals  of  those  banks,  as  authorized  by  law. 


^^Contempt  of  the  House. 

The  late  famous  case  of  John  Jnderson  is 
known  to  every  body.  The  decision  upon  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  pleased  anybody;  and, 
Iiad  he  resisted  the  arrest  and  claimed  a re- 
lease by  habeas  corpus,  a very  unpleasant  co- 
lision  might  have  taken  place  between  the  le- 
gislative and  judicial  authorities. 

An  affair  of  ‘-contempt”  has  also  occurred 
in  \irginia.  The  legislature  raised  a commit- 
tee for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  certain 
reports  of  mal-practices  in  the  management  of 
the  funds  of  the  Farmers  bank  of  Virginia;  it 
being  insinuated  that  those  funds  were  used  by 
certain  directoi  s for  what  is  technicallv  call- 
ed ‘‘s/mriKg-,”  or  usury.  A Mr.  Carter  B. 
Page,  being  brought  before  the  committee,  re- 
fused to  answer  the  question,  “do  you  know 
that  any  director  of  the  Farmers  bank  has, 
within  the  last  year,  been  guilty  of  usury  or 
8having?”~-saying,  he  was  advised  that  he  was 
notboundto  answer  any  questions  which  called 
upon  him  to  disclose  information  touclnm*- any  ^ 
transaction  in  which  he  himselfbore  a parC  anil 
which  may  be  held  to  violate  any  part  of  the  law 
of  the  land,  ike.  The  committee  reported  the 
case  to  the  house— were  the  proceed  inr  s of  the 
legislature  to  be  arrested  by  an  individual?  A 
Fesolution  was  offered  to  put. Mr.  Page  in  the 
custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms;  this  produced 
a long  and  very  interesting  debate,  which  was 
resumed  and  continued  several  davs.  Firiallv.' 

VoL.  XIII. 26. 


it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Page’s  refusal  to  an- 
swer the  question  proposed  by  the  committee, 
was  not  a contempt  of  the  house;  and,  by  ano- 
ther resolution,  the  committee  was  discharged 
from  a further  consideration  of  the  subject 
that  had  been  teferred  to  it. 

A third  affair  of  “contempt”  has  happened 
in  Maryland.  The  house  of  delegates  took  it 
up  with  closed  doors,  but,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  being  removed,  it  appealed  tlmf  a 
resolution  had  been  carried  directing  th,e 
sergeant  at  arms  to  take  a certain  George 
Keatinge  into  his  custody,  for  having  pubiisli- 
ed  in  his  paper,  issued  at  Westminster,  in 
Frederick  county,  called  tlie  “Observer,”  an 
article  directed  to  the  -‘hon.  Janies  Nabb,  a 
delegate  to  the  general  assembly  from  Talbot,” 
said  to  be  of  a •'■malicious  and  scandalous  na- 
ture,” &c.  The  resolution  was  assented  to 
by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  2,7,  nays  26.  But  on 
tlie  following  day,  to  wit,  Saturday  last,  it  was 
agreed  that  as  the  said  George  Keatinge  lived 
at  too  great  a distance  from  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment to  be  brought  to  trial  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  ordered,  that  the  resolution  re- 
specting him  be  rescinded — ayes  34,  nays  2GI 

The  repeated  agitation  of  the  doctrine  of 
“contempts”  requires  some  specific  provisions 
respecting  it.  The  liberty  of  the  citizen  is 
not  to  be  spoi  ted  with  at  the  whim,  passion,  or 
caprice  of  a legislative  body — he  has  a right  to 
hiioiv  the  laic;  and,  then,  if  he  violates  it,  he 
ought  to  be  punished.  The  legislative  body 
should  be  protected  from  insuit,  but  it  seems 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  judges  in  ti>eir  own 
case;  and  it  is  better  to  liave  a licentious  press 
than  one  subjected  to  any  othcrreg’nUiiioii  than 
that  which  is  imposed  by  public  opinion.  Ti  uth 
is  not  a libel  in  Marvhmd:  but  an  eilitor  con- 
victed of  a “malicious  and  scandalous”  I'alse- 
hood,  maybe  punished  biflaic — not  by  privi- 
We  have  not  seen  the  article  that  gave 
rise  to  the  proceedings  in  our  legislature — but 
venture  to  say  that  those  proceedings  have 
given  it  a degree  of  importance  that  it  was  not 
entitled  to — as  is  generally  the  case  of  such 
wise  interferences. 

Duties  on  I.nports, 

To  insure  an  honest  payment  of  thedutk's 
upon  foreign  goods  imported,  is  one  of  (he 
most  important  subjects  that  at  piesent  offers 
itself  to  the  public  consideration.  AA'e  arc  not 
interested  by  it  as  a source  of  revenue  oid- ; 
but  because  the  violations  or  evasions  of  the. 
law,  seriou.sly  effect  the  mo.st  useful  and  most 
productive  classes  of  society  in  the  United 
States. 
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We  h.ave  two  interesting  articles  on  t)iis 
matter — both  coinmunicateGl;  one  otHbem  from 
a distant  place,  the  other  by  a merchant  of 
Baltimore,  which  it  is  intended  to  publish  in 
the  next  Registeu.  These  article  agree  in  abo- 
lishing the  ad  vaLor&ui  duties,  as  now  payable 
on  I'oreigii  invoices,  altogether;  and  instead  ot 
it  pi-opose  that  the  importer -shall  give  in  at 
the  custom-house  any  valuation  of  his  goods 
tliat  he  pleases,  for  the  calculation  of  dudes-— 
that  an  examination  shall  be  had  to  ascertain 
that  the  quantities  stated  are  correct — but  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  on  behalf  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  anti  of  themselves,  as  may  be  defined 
by  law,  or  any  other  person  in  case  that  they 
do  not  act  in  it,  shall  be  allowed  to  take  any  lot 
of  goods  so  invoiced,  on  paying  to  the  owner 
1 0 per  cent,  advance  on  his  own  valuation. 


Beaumarchais  Claim. 

Tl\e  following  brief  abstract  of  apparent 
facts  respecting  the  oft  demanded  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  Mr.  tie  Beaumarchais,  may  interest 
such  as  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  wade 
through,  or  those  who  cannot  obtain,  the  docu- 
ments. 

1.  It  seems  admitted  that  a balance  equal 
to  a million  of  ‘divres  tournois”  was  due  to 
Ml*,  de  Beaumarchais,  on  account  of  supplies 
of  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing  furnished 
the  United  States,  in  the  early  part  of  the  re- 
voliitioiia-  y war. 

2.  But  the  United  States  claim  a discount 
equal  to  that  sum,  on  the  presumption  that  it 
was  paid  immediately  to  Beaumarchais  by 
Louis  XVI.  through  his  minister  jl>C  Vergen- 
nes. 

A part  of  the  stores  furnished  by  Mr.  de 
Beauma  chais  was  supplied  from  the  king- s 
ware-houses  in  i776,  a considerable  time  be- 
fore any  treaty  or  public  understanding  exist- 
ed between  the  United  States  and  France— but 
sometime  previous  to  such  treaty,  sa^^  at  the 
point  of  time  when  B.  was  furnishing,  or 
about  to  furnish,  arms,  &c.  to  the  United 
fctates,  it  is  acknowledged  that  the  king  made 
a free  gift  to  them  of  three  millions  of  livres. 

Two  of  those  millions  have  been  accounted 
for.  What  became  of  the  third  million  is  un- 
certain. But  tl’.e  follow'ing  receipt  has  been 
found  among  the  papers  of  the  French  govern- 
ment— 

“I  have  received  from  Monsieur  du  Vergier, 
agreeably  to  the  order  transmitted  to  him  of  Mon- 
sieur the  count  of  Vergennes,  dated  the  5th  cur- 
rent, the  sum  of  one  million,  for  which  I will  ac- 
count to  the  said  sieur  count  de  Vergennes. 

“At  Paris,  this  10th  day  of  Ju  e,  1775. 

(Signed)  Cakott  de  Beaumarchais. 

“Good  for  one  million  oflivres  tournf)is.” 

The  United  States  presume  that  this  was 
the  missing  million  of  the  king’s  grant  of  three 
millions,  and  considerable  elforts  have  been 
fi  CQueatly  made  to  ascertain  the  fact,  botli 


before  and  since  the  French  revolution.  But 
the  French  authorities,  though  they  would  not 
tell  what  became  of  the  missing  million,  seem 
to  have  denied  any  connection  or  knowledge 
of  the  mercantile  tiansactions  of  Beaumar- 
chais with  tlie  United  States,  saying  that  that 
million  was  appropriated  to  secret  political 
purposes:  nor  would  they  explain  for  wnat  pur- 
pose the  million  of  livres  were  given  to  Beau- 
marchais. 

An  opinion  is  very  easily  entertained  that 
(to  cover  the  intrigues  of  the  French  court  at 
such  an  interesting  period,  when  its  future 
policy  would  have  been  determined  by  future 
events)  the  million  granted  to  Beaumarchais 
was  really  the  missing  million  of  the  grant  of 
the  king,  intended  as  part  pay  for  the  supplies 
that  he  had  furnished,  which  it  was  prudent  to 
be  considered  as  ignorant  of,  though  furnished 
from  the  king^s  stores — for  which,  perhaps, 
Beaumarchais  re&Wj  paid  the  persons  having 
charge  of  those  stores  at  the  time,  tliat  their 
receipts  might  be  produced  in  justification  of 
the  count  of  Versailles,  if  our  revolution  had 
been  abortive.  But  the  proof  of  this  seems 
to  rest  with  us;  and  the  plea  of  discount  is 
not  considered  as  tenable,  by  Messrs.  Rodney 
and  Pinkney.,  former  attorney-generals  of  the 
United  States. — Yet  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
late  Governeur  Morris,  (who,  as  minister  of 
the  i nited  States  in  Fiance,  investigated  the 
subject)  tliat  the  claim  had  no  foundation. 

The  amount  of  the  claim  anti  interest  upon 
it,  is  considerable.  The  livre  tournois  is  equal 
to  about  18|  cents. 


Bank  Anecdotes. 

SCENE — MARYLAND.  Time- —Jan.  9,  1818. 

Cashier.  Sir,  your  note  for  1400,  some  odd 
dollars,  is  due  to-day,  and  payment  is  ex- 
pected. 

Citizen.  The  note  is  due,  I acknowledge — 
but  I have  so  much  of  my  money  employed  in 
shaving  that  1 cannot  pay  it  at  present. 

Cashier.  Well-— when  can  you  pay,  and 
how  will  you  payit.^  We  are  disposed  to  ac- 
commodate you. 

Citizen.  I will  give  my  check,  payable  on 
the  9th  day  of  March  next,  for  the  amount, 
if  you  will  give  up  the  note. 

Cashier.  'Ve  are  so  willing  to  oblige  you, 
that  Wfc  agree  to  the  proposak  The  interest  for 
60  days  will  be  ^14  and  - — cents;  add  that 
to  the  sum  and  make  a check  for  the  whole. 

Citizen  I will  not  pay  any  interest. 

Cashier.  As  you  receive  interest  and  re- 
fuse to  pay  it — pay  the  note. 

Citizen.  I won’t.  It  is  my  will  to  accommo- 
date you  that  induces  me  to  agree  to  pay  the 
debt  in  sixty  days,  by  a check. 

Cashier.  Then,  sir,  partlon  me,  but  I must 
confess  my  belief  that  you  are  the  most  impu- 
dent man  1 ever  met  with. 
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Citizen.  That  is  false — T may  be  as  impu- 
dent as  you  are — for  this  day  you  did  the  ve- 
ry same  tiling  in  respect  to  certain  of  your  own 
notes,  and  for  the  precise  amount  of  mine. 

any  one  doubts  the  truth  of  the  facts  stat- 
ed in  the  preceding^,  let  him  apply  at  the  Mecha- 
nics bank  of  Baltimore  on  the  9th  day  of  Marcli, 
when  a cashier’s  check  for  the  amount  will  be  pre^ 
sented — and  paid,  if  the  money  has  been  deposited. 
ANOTHER  SCENE ‘^A  SPECIE  PAYING  B.VNK.”* 

Citizen.  Please  to  give  me  money  for  this 
five  dollar  note. 

Teller.  There  it  is — ( counting  out  fve 
pieces  of  paper.) 

Citizen.  I want  money — give  me  specie. 

Teller.  What  do  you  want  it  for? 

Citizen.  If  the  bank  cannot  pay  a debt  of 
five  dollars  to-day,  tell  me  when  it  will  be  con- 
venient, and  Pll  call  again. 

Teller.  (In  a pet)  There’s  five  dollars. 

Citizen.  Good  morning,  sir:  whenever  I 
want  five  dollars  I shall  make  it  a rule  to  call 
upon  you,  you  are  so  very  polite. 


Amendment  proposed. 

The  British  “Naval  Chronicle,”  had  for 
its  motto — 

*‘Tiie  winds  and  w’aves  are  Riutain’s  wide  domain, 
“And  not  a sail,  but  by  permission,  spreads.” 

This  motto  was  used  to  head  the  prize  listf^ 
in  the  Weekly  Register  during  the.late  war; 
in  which  we  captured  more  British  vessels 
than  they  had  lost  in  twenty  years  contests 
with  [sometimes]  almost  all  Europe. 

Since  that  war  the  modest  motto,  we  believe, 
has  been  stricken  from  the  ‘’^ffavalChronicle.’^'^ 
If  there  is  an  intention  to  resume  it,  we  would  1 
respectfully  propose  the  following  amendment: 
“The  winds  and  seas  are  Britain’s  wide  domain,”. 
But  star vessels  shall  their  canvas  spread 
Now,  this  would  be  friendly;  and  might 
save  the  British  people  from  the  rude  shocks 
that  they  often  feel  when  it  is  reported,  Hhe 
Americans  have  laid  the  keel  of  another  74!” 

I do  not  know  whether  my  amendment 
would  make  better  poetry  of  the  matter,  but 
it  will  better  comport  with  the  facts  that  must 
belong  to  the  case.  The  spirit  of  the  people, 
(and,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  tliere  is 
a growing  power  to  support  that  spirit)  says — 

“we  meet  at  Phillippi,”  unless 

We  are  grateful  to  heaven  for  having  lived 
beyond  the  age  of  impressment.  As  regards 
us,  “it  is  numbered  with  the  years  beyond  the 


provision  for  the  erection  of  two  adJition.al  build- 
ings for  the  accommodation  of  ilie  e.vecutive  de- 
partments of  the  government. 

The  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  this  subject  ' a.s  I’cferred,  shew 
that  the  public  oflices,  at  present  erected,  do  not 
afford  the  necessary  room,  though  many  private 
house.s  or  rooms  are  additionally  occupied.  It  is 
essentially  important  to  the  public  convenience  that 
this  evil  should  be  remedied. 

The  cost  of  the  additional  bulJings  proposed  is 
estimated  at  g90,380  50  cents,  each,  complete. — 
They  will  not  only  be  very  Large  and  very  safe  fire- 
proof buildings,  but  also  have  a respectable  appear- 
ance. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  public  buildings  tlius 
estimates  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  United 
States  within  the  city  of  WTsliington — preferring, 
as  he  says,  “to  be  under  rather  than  over  the  real 
estimate.”  The  Value  of  this  property  is  rapidly 
advancing. 

[5185  building  lots,  estimated  at 

(the  average  amount  of  former 
sales)  per  lot,  933,300  00 

541  acres  of  ground  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  Estimated 
at  the  same  r . e,  though  deemed  of 
much  greater  value,  would  aniomit 
to  740,000  CO 

Wharves  and  water  lots  in  the  city, 
and  free  stone  quarries  at  Aquia, 
about  40,000  00 


<51,/13,3U0  00 


General  Kosciusko* 

We.  seem  to  owe  an  apology  to  our  readers 
for  having  so  long  delayed  the  insertion  of 
Gen.  Harrisoids  very  handsome  tribute  of 
respeetto  the  memory  o(  Kosciusko — a man 
that  possessed  in  liimself  more  great  and  esti- 
mable qualities  than  belong  to  the  herd  of 
Bourbons  and  Giielphs. 

“It  is  a very  easy  tiling 
Indeed  to  make  a man  a king! 

But  since  the  race  of  kings  began, 

Ilow  bar  I to  make  a king  a man!” — pet.  piNo  iTt, 
The  following  extracts  of  a letter  from 
Kosciusko  to  the  late  John  Dickinson,  will 
be  read  with  great  satisfaction  by  those,  who 
have  admired  his  character: 

« j\^oTcmher,  1783. 

“I  liave  been  consiantly  on  the  wing  since  J lefc, 
vou,  my  mind  occupi/^d  l>y  oiqecis,  aiid  my  borlv 
.tired  by  the  fatigues  of  tvavellmg.  I congratulate 
you  on  t!ie  firitish  troops  having  e /acuated  A’rrj 

York But  DOW,  that  voM  are  pei  foctly  quiet, 

and  masters  of  your  own  abodes,  what  will  vou  do? 
iwl'.at  will  be  your  political  views.?  what  .vill  be  your 
will  VO*’ 


flood.”  ’Vhe  f reeman  strikes  his  bosom,  and  jriomestlc  conduct.?  how  fir  will  yo*’i*  reciprocal 
says,  like  PftwZ,  the  apostle,  take  heed  whdt  jealousies  extend?  who  will  have  po  .vers  to  stop 
do — I am  an  American  citizen.  ' the-.n?— That  public  spirit,  wide!)  disiinguish.ed  you 


Public  Property,  &c. 

AT  WA.SHIXGTOX  CITy! 


during  t!ie  cour.«>e  of  the  revolu  ion,  will  it  last  In’ig 
jagainsi  the  pro.sperity  ofcorfuuerce,  and  the  I'lX’U'V 
itliat  ever  attends  it,  and  ag.iin.-.t  the  inslnuj  i ms 
■of  enemies  that  would  div'dc  vou.? — I declare  oo  v 


In  our  last,  page  374,  was  inserted  a hill  making  'to  you,  tliat  I think  ilse-e  does  no  exist  a con  .trv 
'th.atcan  vie  with  you  "n  fiourishing  pr  lipec'.s.  I 


*By  “specie-payi  'g  bank,”  we  mean  a bank  tha.t  iknow  there  is  not  one  where  man  is  morTree,  ot'* 
pretends  to  a willingness,  and  affects  an  ability  to  \vhere  forttines  are  more  equal.  In  tr;ivdH'*ig  thro’ 
pchy  its  debts.  * 'the  remote  parts  of  vour  co ’.tlnent,  I learn  I;ow  to 
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co!T;r,are  tlie  lives  of  your  farmers  to  those  of  the 
paM-ia:chs.  It  is  there  that  misery  discovers  the 

gnlcien  age. And  a poor  European  finds  means 

in  settling  there  to  change  his  slavery  for  liberty. 
Ills  wanlsv  for  ease.  Scarcely  he  lives  two  years, 
but  his  ideas  enlarge,  he  becomes  man,  and  almost 
citizen — he  is  forced  to  quit  his  habitudes,  his  pre- 
judices, and  even  his  vices,  and  to  take  the  senti- 
ments and  virtues  of  his  neighbors.  Yes,  I have 
there  .seen  the  subjects  formerly  of  a bishop  think 

free!  ,•  on  religion,  and  heard  the  natives  of 

reason 

“’rhese  are  the  notions  I have  formed  of  your 
continent — If  you  have  the  goodness  to  relieve  me 
in  rny  doubts,  you  will  add  new  favors  to  your  for- 
mer kindness.  Jls  1 have  altvays  my  country  in  sight, 

1 go  begging  every  where  instructions,  not  for  my 
satisfdClion — but  to  be  able  to  fll  honorably  one  pay 
r.:y  task  of  citizen. 

‘‘Wiien  I think,  dear  sir,  that  with  three  millions 
of  people,  without  money,  you  have  shaken  off  the 
yoke  of  a people  like  and  have  acquired 

such  extensive  territory — and  that  Poland  has  suf- 
fered herself  to  be  robbed  of  five  millions  of  souls, 
and  a vast  country — I ask — what  can  be  the  reason 
of  Li'.i.s  difference.^ 

•‘But  Tjhilst  xve  wait  to  recover  our  rights  have  a 
care  <o  preserve  yours,  and  remember  always  the 
maxim  of  Cicero — “respublica  kes  est  populi — 
cum  autem  injustus  ipse  populus,  non  jam  viliosa, 
sed  omnhio  miUa  respublica  est  ” — 

“If  the  state  of  my  country  remains  always  the 
same,  I will  say  to  my  countrymen — come,  pass  over 
the  seas,  and  insure  to  your  children  liberty  and 
property.  If  my  countrymen  do  not  listen  to  me, 
I will  say  to  my  family — come.  If  my  family  re- 
fuse, I will  go  by  myself  and  die  free  with  you. 

“Yet,  diough  I shall  be  happy  to  see  you,  as 
tliat  supposition  is  founded  only  on  the  bad  fortune 
of  my  country,  may  you  never  see  again  your  friend.” 

The  following  were  the  observations  of  Mr.  Harri- 
son, on  introducing  the  motion  for  honoring  the 
memory  of  Kosciusko,  on  the  20th  ult 
I'he  public  papers  have  announced  an  event 
which  is  well  calculated  to  excite  the  sympathy  of 
evejy  American  bosom.  Kosciusko,  the  matryr  of 
liberty,  is  no  more!  We  are  informed  that  he  died 
at  Solevn-e,  in  France,  some  time  in  October  last. 

In  tracing  the  events  of  this  great  man’s  life,  we 
find  in  him  that  consistency  of  conduct  which  is  the 
more  to  be  admired  as  it  is  so  rarely  to  be  met  with. 
He  was  not  at  one  time  the  friend  of  mankind,  and 
at  another  tJie  instrument  of  their  oppression;  but 
he  preserved  throughout  his  wliole  career  those 
noble  principles  which  distinguished  him  in  its 
commencement — which  influenced  him  at  an  early 
period  of  hi.s  life  to  leave  his  country  and  his  friends, 
and  in  anotiier  hemisphere  to  fight  for  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

Kosciusko  was  born  and  educated  in  Poland,  of 
a -oble  and  distinguished  family — a country  where 
t)ie  distinctions  in  society  are  perhaps  carried  to 
greater  lengths  than  in  any  other. — His  Creator 
iiad,  liowcver,  endowed  him  with  a soul  capable  of 
rl.dng  above  the  narrow  prejudices  of  a cast,  and 
of  breaking  the  shackles  which  a vicious  education 
iiad  imposed  on  his  mind, 

Wlien  very  young,  he  was  informed  by  tlie  voice 
of  fume,  that  the  standard  of  liberty  hud  been 
(■reeled  in  America,  that  an  insulted  and  oppressed 
people  had  determined  to  be  free,  or  perisli  in  the 
j.Uempt.  His  i.rdent  and  generous  mind  caught, 
witli  enthusiasm,  the  holy  flame,  and  from  that 


moment  he  became  the  devoted  soldier  of  liberty. 

His  rank  in  llie  American  army  afforded  him  no 
opportunity  greatly  to  distinguish  himself.  But 
lie  was  remarked  thrcHighout  his  service,  for  all  the 
qualities  which  adorn  the  human  cliaracter.  His 
heroic  conduct  in  the  fifdd,  could  only  be  equalled 
by  his  moderation  and  affability  in  the  walks  of 
private  life.  He  was  idolized  by  the  soldiers  for 
his  bravery,  and  beloved  and  respected  by  the  offi- 
cers for  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  the  great 
qualities  of  his  mind. 

Contributing  greatly,  by  his  exertions,  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  independence  of  America,  he 
might  have  remained,  and  shared  the  blessings  it 
dispensed,  under  the  protection  of  a chief  who  lov- 
ed and  honored  him,  and  in  the  bosom  of  a grateful 
and  affectionate  people. 

Kosciusko,  had,  however,  other  views.  It  is  not 
known  that,  until  the  period  I am  speaking  of,  he 
had  formed  any  distinct  idea  of  what  could,  or  in- 
deed what  ought,  to  be  done  for  his  own.  But  in 
the  revolutionary  war  he  drank  deeply  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  produced  it.  In  his  conversations 
with  the  intelligent  men  of  our  country,  he  acquir- 
ed new  views  of  the  science  of  government  and  the 
rights  of  man.  He  had  seen  too  that  to  be  free  it 
was  only  necessary  that  a nation  should  will  it, 
and  to  be  happy  it  was  only  necessary  that  a nation 
should  be  free.  And  was  it  not  possible  to  pro- 
cure these  blessings  for  Poland.?  For  Poland,  the 
country  of  his  birth,  which  had  a claim  to  all  his 
efforts,  to  all  his  services.?  That  unhappy  nation 
groaned  under  a complication  of  evils  which  has 
scarcely  a parallel  in  history.  The  mass  of  the 
people  were  the  abject  slaves  of  the  nobles — the 
nobles,  torn  into  fac'ions,  were  alternately  the  in- 
struments and  the  victims  of  their  powerful  and 
ambitious  neighbors.  By  intrigue,  corruption,  and 
force,  some  of  its  fairest  provinces  had  been  sepa- 
rated from  the  republic,  and  the  people,  like  beasts, 
transferred  to  foreign  despots,  who  were  again 
watching  for  a favorable  moment  for  a second  dis- 
memberment. To  regenerate  a people  thus  debas- 
ed— to  obtain  for  a country  thus  circumstanced, 
the  blessings  of  liberty  and  independence,  w’as  a 
work  of  as  much  difi’iculty  as  danger.  But  to  a 
mind  like  Kosciusko’s  the  difficulty  and  danger 
of  an  enterprise  served  as  stimulants  to  undertake  it. 

The  annals  of  these  times  give  us  no  detailed 
account  of  the  progress  of  Kosciusko  in  accom- 
plishing his  great  work,  from  the  period  of  his  re- 
turn from  America  to  the  adoption  of  the  new  con- 
stitution of  Poland,  in  1791.  This  interval,  how- 
ever, of  apparent  inaction,  was  most  usefully  em- 
ployed to  illumine  the  mental  darkness  which  en- 
veloped his  countrymen.  To  stimulate  the  ignorant 
and  bigotted  peasantry  with  the  hope  of  future 
emancipation — to  teach  a proud  but  gallant  nobi- 
lity that  true  glory  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  paths 
of  duty  and  patriotism — interests  the  most  oppos- 
ed, prejudices  the  most  stubborn,  and  liabits  the 
most  inveterate,  were  reconciled,  dissipated,  and 
broken,  by  the  ascendancy  of  his  virtues  and  ex- 
ample. The  storm  which  he  had  foreseen,  and  for 
wliich  he  had  been  preparing,  at  lengtli  burst  upon 
Poland.  A feeble  and  unpopular  government  bent 
before  its  fury,  and  submitted  itself  to  the  Russian 
yoke  of  tlie  invader.  But  the  nation  disdained  to 
follow  its  example;  in  iheir  extremity  every  eye 
Was  turned  on  the  hero  wl)o  had  already  fought 
their  battles — the  sage  who  had  eiilig’htened  them, 
and  the  patriot  who  had  set  the  example  of  person- 
tal  sacrifices  to  accomplish  the  emancij:ation  of  the 
people. 
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Kosciusko  was  unanimously  appointed  generalis- 
simo of  Poland,  with  unlimited  powers,  until  the 
enemy  should  be  driven  from  the  country.  On  his 
virtue  the  nation  reposed  with  the  utmost  confi* 
der  ce;  and  it  is  some  consolation  to  reflect,  amidst 
the  general  depravity  of  mankind,  that  two  instan 
ces,  in  the  same  age,  have  occurred,  where  pow- 
ers of  this  kind  were  employed  solely  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  given. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  sir,  to  follow  the  Polish 
chief  throughout  the  career  of  victory,  which,  for 
a considerable  time  crowned  his  efibris  Guided  by 
his  talents,  and  led  by  Ins  valor,  his  undisciplined, 
illy  armed  militia  charged  with  effect  the  veteran 
Russian  and  Prussian:  the  mailed  cuirassiers  of 
tlie  great  Frederic,  for  the  first  lime,  broke  and  fled 
before  the  ligher  and  appropriate  cavalry  of  Poland. 
Hope  filled  the  breasts  of  ilie  patriots.  After  a 
long  night,  the  dawn  of  an  apparently  glorious  day 
broke  upen  Poland.  But  to  the  discerning  eye.  of 
Kosciusko,  the  light  which  it  shed  was  of  that 
sickly  and  portentous  appearance,  indicating  a 
storm  more  dreadful  than  that  which  he  had  re- 
sisted. 

He  prepared  to  meet  it  witli  firmness,  but  with 
means  entirely  inadequate.  To  the  advantages  of 
numbers,  of  tactics,  of  discipline,  .and  inexhausti- 
ble resources,  the  combined  despots  had  secured 
a faction  in  the  heart  of  Poland.  And  if  that  coun- 
try can  boast  of  having  produced  its  Washington, 
it  is  disgraced  also  by  giving  birth  to  a second 
Arnold  The  day  at  length  came  which  waste  de- 
cide the  fate  of  a nation  and  a hero.  Heaven,  for 
wise  purposes,  determined  that  it  should  be  the 
last  of  Polish  liberty.  It  w'as  decided,  indeed,  be- 
fore the  battle  commenced.  The  traitor  Poniski, 
who  covered  with  a detachment  the  advance  of  the 
Polish  army,  abandoned  his  position  to  the  enemy, 
and  retreated. 

Kosciusko  was  astonished,  but  not  dismayed. 
The  disposition  of  his  army  w ould  have  done  honor 
to  Hannibal.  The  succeeding  conflict  was  terrible. 
When  the  talents  of  the  general  could  no  longer 
direct  the  mingled  mass  of  combatants,  the  arm  of 
t'  e wai  rior  w'as  brought  to  the  aid  of  his  soldiers. 
He  performed  prodigies  of  valor.  The  fabled 
prowess  of  Ajax,  in  defending  the  Grecian  sliips, 
was  realized  by  the  Polish  hero.  Nor  was  he  bad- 
ly seconded  by  his  troops.  As  long  as  his  voice 
could  guide,  or  his  example  fire  their  valor,  they 
were  irresistible.  In  this  unequal  contest,  Kos- 
ciusko was  long  seen,  and  finally  lost  to  their  view. 

“Hope  for  a season  bade  the  world  farewell, 

“And  freedom  shriek’d  when  Kosciusko  fell.” 

He  fell  covered  w'ilh  wounds,  but  still  survived. 
A Cossac  would  have  pierced  his  breast,  when  an 
officer  interposed.  ‘Suffer  him  to  execute  his  pur- 
pose,* said  the  bleeding  hero,  ‘I  am  the  devoted 
soldier  of  my  country,  and  will  not  survive  its  li- 
b^’i’ties.*  The  name  of  Kosciusko  struck  to  the 
heart  of  the  Tartar,  like  that  of  Marius  upon  the 
Clmbrian  w’arrior.  The  uplified  weapon  dropped 
from  his  hand. 

Kosciusko  was  conveyed  to  the  dungeons  of  Pe- 
tersburgh — and,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  tlie  em- 
press Catharine,  she  made  him  the  object  of  her 
vengeance,  when  he  could  be  no  longer  the  object 
of  her  fears.  Her  more  generous  son  restored  him 
to  liberty.  The  remainder  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  virtuous  retirement.  Whilst  in  tliis  situa- 
tion in  France,  an  anecdote  is  related  of  him 
wliich  strongly  illustrates  the  command  wliich  his 
virtues  and  his  services  had  obtained  over  the 
minds  of  his  countrymeji. 


I:,  the  late  invasion  of  France,  some  P lis'i  iv^n- 
ments,  in  the  service  of  Russia,  passed  llirough 
the  village  in  which  he  lived.  Some  pill.igiug  of 
tlie  inhabitants  brought  Kosciucko  from  his  cot- 
tage. “When  I was  a Polish  soldier,”  said  he,  ad- 
dressing the  plunderers,  “tlie  property  of  the 
peaceful  citizen  was  respected.”  “ \nd  w’lio  art 
thou,”  said  an  officer,  “who  addresses  us  with  this 
tone  of  authority.?”  “I  am  Kosciusko.” — 'I'here 
w'as  magic  in  the  word.  It  ran  from  corps  ’oco.'  p.s. 
'riie  march  was  suspended.  They  g.»thercd  round 
liim,  and  gazed,  with  astonishment  and  awe,  upon 
tlie  mighty  ruin  he  presented.  “Could  it  indeed  be 
their  liero,”  whose  fume  was  idemified  with  that  of 
their  country.?  A tliou.sand  interesting  reflections 
burst  upon  tlieir  minds;  they  remembered  lti.s  pa- 
triotism, bis  devotion  to  liberty,  his  triumpli'-',  uiul 
his  glorious  fall.  Their  iron  he.Tis  wer  ’ .s.ifi orie>l, 
and  tlie  tear  of  sensibility  trickled  down  tlieir 
weather-beaten  fisces.  We  can  easily  conceive,  sir, 
vv'hat  would  be  the  feelings  of  the  hero  iiimself  in 
sucliascene.  His  great  heart  must  have  l eaved 
with  emotion,  to  find  himself  once  more  surr  uir.d- 
ed  by  the  companions  of  Iiis  glory;  andtliathe 
wovild  have  been  upon  the  point  of  saying  to 
them — 

“Behold  your  general,  come  once  more 

“To  lead  you  on  tolatirel’d  victory, 

“To  tame,  tofreedom.” 

The  delusion  could  have  lasted  but  for  a mo- 
ment. He  was  himself,  alas!  a miserable  cripple; 
and,  for  them!  they  were  no  longer  the  sn'ditrs  of 
liberty,  but  the  instruments  of  ambition  and  tyran- 
ny. OverwJielmed  with  grief  at  the  reflection,  he 
would  retire  to  liis  cottage,  to  mourn  afresh  over 
the  miseries  of  liis  country. 

Such  was  the  man,  sir,  for  whose  memory  I ask 
from  an  American  congress,  a slight  tribute  of  re- 
spect. Not,  sir,  to  perpetuate  his  fame— but  our 
gratitude.  His  fame  will  last  as  long  as  liberty  re- 
mains upon  the  earth;  as  long  as  a votary  offers  in- 
cense upon  her  altar,  tlie  name  of  Kosciusko  will 
be  invoked.  And  if,  by  the  common  consent  of 
the  world,  a temple  shall  be  erected  to  those  who 
have  rendered  most  service  to  mankind,  if  thv>  sta- 
tue of  our  great  countryman  shall  occupy  the  place 
of  the  “most  worthy,”  that  of  Kosciusko  will  be 
found  by  his  side,  and  the  wreath  of  laurel  will 
be  entwined  with  tlie  palm  of  virtue  to  adorn  his 
brow. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  22. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution, 

Resolved,  That  this  house,  entertaining  tlie  high- 
est  respect  for  the  memory  of  general  Kosciusko, 
his  services.  See.  the  members  thereof  will  testify 
the  same  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one 
month. 

After  some  debale,  Mr.  Harrison  withdrew  his 
resolution  altogether. 

[ The  short  debate  on  this  question  is  reserved, 
but  shall  certainly  be  given  at  a future  day,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  subject.  It  is  enough  now  to  stale,  mat 
the  merits  of  Kosciusko,  the  advocate  of  f'^eedurn, 
and  the  friend  of  man,  were  fully  admitted;  but,  it 
was  shewn,  that  no  such  respect  as  was  now'  j):-o]5o- 
sed  had  been  paid  to  any  of  the  departed  wortliles 
native  or  foreign,  who  liad  aided  in  the  achievement 
of  our  independence,  except  in  the  single  case  of 
general  Washi.notox,  whicli  wasadiniaed  to  be  au 
exception  to  all  general  rules.  Having  as  recently 
as  1810,  refused  a like  tribute  to  the  memory  o";‘ 
col.  JVilUnm  IVashin to ii,  o\i  \\\'i  decease,  was"  coo 
late  p.ow,  it  was  deemed,  to  commence  a new  s\^. 
tern  in  this  respect.]  Jut. 
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Legislature  of  Kentucky*  i 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate^ 

and  house  of  representatives. 

In  meetinjj  you  again,  it  is  with  sincere  pleasure 
iliave  to  congratulate  you  and  our  constituents  on 
the  flattering  prospect  of  our  public  affairs,  the  ra- 
pid progress  of  our  agriculture,  commerce  and  ma 
nufactiires,  and  the  general  improvement  of  our 
country.  We  are  assembled  under  a free  and  hap- 
py constitution  to  consult  for  the  common  good, 
to  redress  grievances,  to  remedy  defects  in  the  ex- 
isting laws,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best 
calculated  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the  common- 
wealth. Coming  from  every  part  of  the  state,  you 
must  be  better  acquainted  with  the  various  inte- 
rests of  the  community,  and  upon  your  superior 
wisdom  and  information,  I chiefly  rely  for  a due 
attention  to  the  wants  and  concerns  of  our  fellow- 
citizens. 

Pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  last  legislature, 

I enclosed  to  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen  James 
Madison,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  their 
•address  approbatory  of  his  public  services,  and 
private  worth,  and  received  his  answer  in  April 
last,  whicli  I have  now  the  honor  to  lay  before  you. 

Agreeably  to  another  resolution  passed  at  the 
last  session,  I opened  a correspondence  with  the 
g-overnors  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  touching  the  diffi- 
culties experienced  by  our  citizens  in  regaining 
their  slaves  who  escape  into  those  states,  and  am 
happy  to  inform  you,  that  their  answers  evince  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  their  respective  states  to 
remove  as  (Lr  as  practicable  every  cause  of  com- 
plaint, and  to  maintain  with  Kentucky  the  most 
friendly  relations.  A copy  of  the  correspondence 
with  each  state  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  resolution  respecting  an  armory,  I am  not 
yet  prepared  to  comply  with,  but  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  collect  information,  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  make  a full  communication  on  this  subject, 
on  some  future  day  of  your  present  session. 

The  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  penitentiary  are,  I un.. 
clerstand,  in  a prosperous  state,  but  the  report  of 
the  auditor  which  will  be  shortly  laid  before  you, will 
give  a satisfactory  view  of  its  concerns.  There  is 
on  hand  a considerable  quantity  of  raw  materials, 
and  mapufactured  articles.  Owing  to  the  tardi- 
ness of  the  sales,  the  keeper  has  been  obliged  to 
advance  money  for  the  purchase  of  materials,  for 
refunding  which,  immediate  provisions  ought  to  be 
made.  The  present  agent  with  my  advice  has  re- 
moved the  articles  manufactured  to  the  neighbor- 
ing towns  to  he  vended,  a meastjre  which  promises 
a speedy  reimbursement  of  monies  advanced  and 
^nuch  advantage  to  the  public.  The  condition  of 
v.he  building  demands  your  particular  and  immedi- 
ate attention.  It  is  believed  to  be  insecure,  and  to 
require  repair  and  enlargement.  I submit  to  your 
serious  consideration  whether  it  is  just  or  expedi- 
ent to  sentenpe  offenders  to  additional  confinement 
who  ar-e  tempted  by  the  state  of  the  building,  and 
negligence  of  the  guards  to  make  their  escape.— 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  secure  more  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  the  guards,  by  subjecting  them  to 
some  punishment  or  penalty  for  neglect  of  duty.— 
This  institution,  which  originated  in  a spirit  of  phi- 
lanthropy, and  a liberal,  and  enlightened  humani- 
ty, ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  or  neglected.  It 
has  too  long  received  the  approbation  of  not  only 
the  wise  and  benevolent  of  our  ov;n  state,  hut  of 
most  of  our  sister  states;  and  must  be  viewed  with 
a partial  and  benignant  eye,  wherever  the  life  of 
r^tionala  immortal  map  is  duly  estimated.  Itrrrst 


therefore  that  the.  legislature  will  repair,  improve, 
and  extend  the  building,  and  revise  the  regulations 
and  management  of  the  institution  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects the  reformation  of  ofi'enders,  one  of  tlie 
leading  objects  of  the  system.  Some  provision 
ought  to  be  made  for  furnishing  them  with  bible.s, 
and  books  of  morality,  and  for  giving  them  reli- 
gious and  moral  instruction.  I would  also  advise 
that  such  of  tho.se  unfortunate  victims  of  folly  anti 
vice, who  learn  good  trades,  and  conduct  themselves 
well,  should  be  entitled  upon  their  discharge  to  a 
small  compensation  out  of  the  profit  of  the  institu- 
tution  to  purchase  tools,  and  enable  them  to  com- 
menee  business.  Such  a provision  will  probably 
produce  both  industry  and  amendment.  But  little 
good  is  done  if  the  oftenclers  go  forth  into  t!ie 
world  unredeemed  in  any  degree  from  the  depra- 
vity for  which  they  were  cut  off  from  their  social 
state. 

I beg  leave  again  to  bring  into  view,  the  subject 
of  education,  one  of  the  first  importance  that  can 
engage  your  attention,  whether  we  regard  its  influ- 
ence on  human  happiness  or  the  permanency  of  our 
republican  system.  Colleges,  or  universities,  upon 
a large  scale  require  considerable  funds,  and  can- 
not be  numerous — 'I'he  Transylvania  university, 
which  had  its  origin  in  the  liberality  of  our  parent 
state,  will  soon,  it  is  believed,  hold  an  eminent 
rank  among  the  institutions  of  learning  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.  1 am  not  informed  whether  its  funds 
are  adequate  or  not,  but  think  it  would  be  wise  in 
the  legislature  to  extend  to  this  institution  every 
aid  necessiiry  to  place  it  on  the  most  respectable 
footing.-^Tt  is  hoped  and  expected  that  this  univer- 
sity, situated  in  one  of  the  most  healthy  and  de- 
lightful parts  of  the  United  States,  will  render  it 
not  only  unnecessary  for  the  youth  of  our  own  state 
to  be  sent  to  distant  colleges,  but  invite  the  young 
men  of  other  states  to  finish  their  education  here. 
There  are  considerations  in  favor  of  a good  system 
of  education,  which  strongly  address  themselves 
to  our  pride  as  a state.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  Kentucky  is  the  first  member  of  the  federal 
union  that  emerged  from  the  western  wilderness, 
and  that  she  now  holds  a very  high  standing  in  the 
national  government.  And  shall  it  be  said  that  she 
is  unfriendly  or  even  indifferent  to  learning.?  Let 
it  rather  be  our  boast  that  Kentucky  is  as  fam- 
ed for  science  and  the  arts,  as  for  the  valor  and  pa- 
triotism of  her  citizens. 

To  establish  a perfect  method  of  education,  has 
long  been  considered,  by  the  most  enligtened 
friends  of  mankind,  the  best  means  of  rendering  a 
people  free  and  happy.  I therefore  recommend  to 
you,  to  arrange  and  adopt  a plan  extensive,  diffu- 
sive, and  convenient  to  every  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. I would  advise  that  all  the  settled  parts 
of  the  state  be  divided  into  school  districts,  equal 
to  five  or  six  miles  square,  through  the  agency  of 
the  county  courts,  or  in  some  other  manner  to  be 
prescribed;  a school  to  be  establi.shed  in  each  dis- 
trict free  to  all  poor  children,  and  to  be  supported, 
if  not  entirely,  in  part,  at  the  public  expense. — 
We  have  many  good  schools,  but  nothing  short  of 
carrying  education  to  the  neighborhood  of  every 
man  in  the  state  can  satisfy  the  just  claims  of  the 
people,  or  fulfil  the  duty  of  the  government.  Few 
people  are  able  to  board  their  children  from  home, 
and  unless  schools  are  established  conveniently  to 
them,  thsir  education  will  be  neglected.  The  dis- 
tribution of  schools  in  every  neigiiborhood,  would 
be  attended  with  many  advantages;  they  will  not 
only  improve  the  mind  and  moral  habits  of  the 
youth,  but  will  give  more  permanency,  and  a more 
seUled  cbaractcj^  to  our  population.  They  will 
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diflTiise  much  useful  instruction  amonf^  all  classes  of  j itself  shall  be  altered  or  abolished.  By  our  consll- 
people,  andintroduce  a taste  for  learninji^  and  infor-  tution,  powers  of  goYerument  are  confided  to  the 
mation.  Tliey  will  develope  the  mental  riches  of  | several  departments,  or  bodies  of  rnagis’racy,  le- 
the  commonwealth.  The  experience  of  the  world  i gi.slaiive,  executive,  and  judicial,  all  deriving  tiicir 
has  proved,  that  genius  is  not  confined  to  any  par-  j authority  mediately  or  immediately  from  tiie  con- 
licu‘i.ir  order  of  men;  but  Providence,  in  bestow-  stilution,  and  intended  to  check  and  restrain  each 
ing  he  r choicest  gift,  intelligence,  as  if  to  mortify  I other  from  transcending  their  appropriate  lin  its. 
the  pride  and  vanity  of  those,  w'  o from  their  birtli  Onrs  is  not  a simple  democracy,  in  which  the  peo- 
and  fortuiie  would  exalt  themselves  above  their  , pie  exercise,  in  their  own  persons,  the  powers  of 
fellow  men,  deliglits  to  raise  up  the  brightest  or-  | administration;  their  numbers  and  di.spersed  s tna- 
naments  of  humanity  from  the  most  obscure  and  ! tion  render  it  impracticable;  but  a representative 
liunible  conditions  of  life  To  instruct  and  im- | government,  in  which  they  have  confided  to  men 
prove  the  rising  g-eneration,  is  among  the  first  du  jcliosen  by  themselves,  for  short  and  liinited  jicri- 
ties  of  every  American  statesman.  The  American  !ods. — The  senate,  by  their  age,  experience,  and 
peojilein  establishing  tlieir  independence,  and  re- 1 term  of  service,  is  made  a check  on  the  house  of 
publxan  form  of  government,  have  done  much;  i representatives,  and  the  executive  on  both;  the 
but  much  more  remains  to  be  done.  These  states  I two  houses  are  in  tarn  checks  upon  the  executive, 
are  but  recently  transplanted  from  the  nursery  of  j The  judiciai-y  is  in  some  respects  a clieck  upon 
freedom,  and  althougli  in  a thriving  and  promising!  the  legislative  and  executive  departments,  and  yet 
condition,  they  have  not  acquired  such  maturity  ! responsible  to  them  for  misconduct.  These  .several 
and  strength,  as  no  longer  to  need  the  care  and!  bodies  of  magi.stracy  are  so  many  pillars  or  corner 
skill  of  the  political  husb.andman.  To  give  sue*  j st^^nes  of  the  temple  of  freedom,  the  constitutional 
cess  to  this  experiment  of  freedom,  the  youth  of:  strength  and  independence  of  eacli  one  of  which 
our  country  should  be  qualified  to  understand  and  are  essential  to  its  preservation.  This  is  an  im- 
enjoy  its  blessings.  In  vain  have  our  ancestors  j provement  in  the  science  of  government,  which  ori- 
blecl;  in  vain  did  they  hazard  every  thing  upon  the  1 g’inated  in  the  most  profound  wisdom  and  know- 
issue  of  therevolutionary  contest;  in  vain  hss  our!  ledge  of  human  nature.  Every  man  wlio  will  exa- 
country  been  distingiiislied  by  the  most  sublimeimine  himself,  must  confess  that  he  is  often  led  by 
and  elevated  patriotism,  if  the  inestimable  boon  ( passion  and  prejudice  into  errors  the  most  gros.s 
which  they  achieved  is  to  be  lost  by  a neglect  ofl  and  extravagant;  we  acknowledge  too  tliat  nelgh- 


the  means  nece.ssary  to  its  preservation  and  pro- 
gress. While  the  utility  and  importance  of  edu- 
cation is  generally  admitted,  yet  either  because 
the  beneficial  effects  appear  remote  or  universal 


bourhoods,  coun  ies,  and  nations  are  li  ible  to  err 
for  a moment,  from  the  same  c.iuse.  If  every  i.m- 
pulse  of  any  community  was  to  be  carried  into  full 
effect,  there  would  be  in  suc’.i  a state,  neither  con- 


the  subject  does  not  seem  to  excite  that  lively  in  ' fidence  nor  safety.  And  hence,  the  seenrdy  afford- 
terest  and  zeal  whicli  are  usually  awakened  by  | cd  by  the  checks  and  balances  I have  mentioned; 
questions  of  a local  or  personal  character.  When  for  which  we  are  chieffy  indebted  to  the  wisdom 

and  patriotism  of  the  statesmen  of  our  own  country. 

The  distinguished  author  of  “Notes  on  the  State 
of  Virginia,”  in  speaking  on  the  subject  near  the 
close  of  our  revolutionary  contest,  says  “that  the 
concentrating  all  the  powers  of  government  into 
the  same  hands,  is  precisely  the  definition  of  de.s- 
potic  government,  and  that  173  despots  would 
be  as  oppressive  as  one — An  elective  despotism, 
says  this  enlightened  statesman,  was  not  the  go- 
vernment we  fought  for;  but  one  which  should' 
not  only  be  founded  on  free  principles,  but  in 
which  the  powers  of  government  should  be  so  di- 
vided- and  balanced  among  several  bodies  of  magis- 
tracy, as  that  no  one  could  transcend  their  limits, 
wiiboat  being  effectually  checked  and  restrained 
by  the  other.  These  checks  cannot  however  ope- 
rate as  restraints  upon  the  deliberate  sense  of  t!:<‘ 
people;  they  can  only  produce  a pause,  anil  give  tliem 


we  reflect  that  this  government  has  no  need  of  a 
standing  army  to  sustain  or  enforce  its  authority; 
but  for  its  efficiency,  essentially  reposes  on  the 
patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  how  obvious  is  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing a system  of  instruction  calculated  to  improve 
the  minds  and  moral  habits  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion.. 

Although  our  government,  in  its  form  and  struc- 
ture, is  a departure  from  a simple  democracy,  yet 
it  is  a government  of  the  people,  instituted  for  their 
benefit,  and  essentially  dependent  on  their  will. 
It  is  true  that  every  excitement  of  popular  feeling 
and  passivsn  is  not  to  be  considered  the  will  of  the 
community;  but  tiie  deliberate  sense  of  the  people 
cannot,  ought  not  to  be  resisted.  The  American 
statesmen,  who  have  formed  our  system  of  govern- 
ment, warned  by  the  fate  of  the  tumultuous  demo- 


cracies of  antiquity,  long  since  buried  beneath  the  {time  for  consideration;  but  if,  after  these  checks 


despotism  of  the  old  world,  have  wisely  construct- 
ed the  vessel  of  state  so  as  to  prevent  its  being 
driven  by  every  popular  blast  from  its  proper 
course,  by  interposing  checks  and  balances,  to  stay 
the  intemperance  and  rashness  of  the  moment,  and 


have,  with  firmness,  and  fidelity,  been  intersposed 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  the  peo- 
ple are  still  dissatisfied,  their  deliberate  will  legi- 
timately exercised,  must  and  ought  to  prevail. 
Fortunately  for  our  republic  there  is  reason  to  hojie, 


to  give  time  for  the  sober  reason  of  the  community  | that  a little  time  will  generally  be  sufficient  to  cor 
to  be  exercised.  To  protect  the  weak  against  the  ' rect  the  errors  to  which  we  are  liable.  WJien  we 
strong,  the  minority  ag.sinst  the  majority,  and  to  {reflect  how  much  the  very  existence  of  our  govern- 


secure  all  and  every  one  against  violence,  injustice 
and  oppression,  the  people  in  their  highest  sove- 
reign character  assembled  in  convention  for  that 
special  purpose,  have  by  a written  constitution  es- 
tablished certain  rules  and  principles,  and  erect- 
ed barriers  to  restr.dn  and  limit  their  own  powers, 
and  the  powers  of  all  those  appointed  under  its  au- 
thority; and  these  rules,  principles,  and  barrier-;, 
ktey  have  solemnly  pledged  their  faith  to  each 
other  to  observe  inviolable,  until  the  constitution 


ment  depends  on  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 
people,  and  for  how  many  ages  the  friends  of  free- 
dom, and  human  happiness  have  been  stniggli>.g 
to  devi.se  some  form  of  government  alike  secure 
against  tyranny  and  anarc.by,  how  indispensable  is 
it  to  diffuse  information,  and  qualify  those  wl;o  .are 
to  succeed  us,  to  understand  the  plan  and  p inci- 
ples  of  government,  furnished  us  by  our  revoiu- 
tionary  sages.  Without  intelligence  the  people 
never  can  be  safe  against  the  delusions  to  whirii 
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they  are  exposed  from  the  violence  of  party  spirit, 
and  the  urtsi  and  intrigues  of  designing  ambition. 
Deeming  this  subject  of  deep  interest,  in  every  re- 
srect  in  whicli  it  can  be  presented,  I would  suggest 
tiie  propriety  of  appropriating  a share  of  the  divi- 
dends on  bank  stock,  with  such  taxes  as  may  be 
imposed  on  banks  and  corporations,  with  the  lands 
stricken  off  to  the  state  and  forfeited,  togetlier 
witli  such  as  may  be  escheated  to  the  common- 
wealth, to  raise  and  constitute  a school  fund. 
'Miere  is  reason  to  believe  that  a large  quantity  of 
land,  the  property  of  the  commonwealth,  is  now 
held  by  ip.dividuals,  or  unsettled:  I would  therefore 
again  recommend  a revision  of  the  law  of  escheats, 
and  the  appointment  of  escheators.  It  is  probable 
tliat  in  some  instances  land  liable  to  escheat  is  held 
by  iiiftocent’ puicliasers:  in  such  cases  it  would  be 
ef[uitable  to  release  the  right  of  the  state  upon  rea- 
sonable terms. 

A slate  library  at  the  seat  of  government  would 
be  very  useful  and  convenient.  The  members  of 
the  legislature,  public  officers  and  judges,  who  at- 
tend the  courts  held  at  Frankfort,  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  dependent  on  the  private  libraries  ofgen- 
llernen  of  the  b-ir,  and  other  citizens — The  surplus 
reports  of  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  appeals  be- 
longing CO  the  commonwealth  might  be  sold  or 
exciiaiiged  for  books.  'I'liis  fund  with  a small  annual 
appropri  ition  would  probably  be  sufficient. 

I regret  the  necessity  of  once  more  pressing  on 
your  attention  the  anti-republican  and  highly  cri- 
minal practice  of  selling  offices,  which  is  becom- 
ing too  common  and  indeed  fashionable,  Shall  the 
public  offices  in  the  republic  of  Kentucky  be  an 
ai'ticle  of  sale  in  the  market,  or  the  reward  of 
qualifications  and  integrity.?  This  is  the  question 
to  be  decided.  If  t'nis  practice  is  sanctioned  or  even 
winkeJ  at,  it  will  prove  that  while  we  profess, 
that  the  road  to  public  station,  is  open  to  all,  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  that  they  are  in  fact  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  latter.  The  prevalence  of 
suc’i  praciices,  especially  if  countenanced,  is  evi- 
dence of  the  decline,  if  not  of  the  state,  of  the 
republican  purity  of  the  government.  I therefore 
recommend  a revision  of  the  laws  against  selling 
OiKces,  and  tlie  enaction  of  severe  penalties,  and 
effectual  provisions  to  suppress  this  pernicious  and 
illicit  traffic. 

The  use  of  steam  boats,  in  our  larger  rivers, 
seems  likely  to  give  a new  spring  to  the  agricul 
ture  and  commerce  of  the  western  country,  and  it 
is  believed  great  advantages  would  be  derived  from 
the  use  of  them  on  our  smaller  streams,  if  some 
^practicable  plan  could  be  adopted  to  remove  ob- 
atructions,  and  improve  them.  Whether  this  should 
be  done  at  the  public  expense,  or  by  inducements 
held  out  to  private  Individuals  or  companies  to  un- 
dertake it,  1 submit  to  your  better  judgment.  When 
it  is  considered  that  , most  of  our  fertile  lands  are 
distant  from  the  Ohio,  and  that  we  are  dependent 
on  our  smaller  rivers  for  the  transportation  of  the 
greater  part  of  our  surplus  productions  to  market, 
the  improvement  of  their  navigation  seems  to  de- 
mand the  serious  consideration  and  attention  of  the 
Ieg!.sUture.  The  state  of  our  public  roads,  so  im- 
portant in  facilitating  communication  between  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  and  carrying  our  pro- 
duce to  market,  merits  your  notice.  Experience 
has  proved  our  plan  for  improving  and  keeping 
them  in  repair  to  be  radically  wrong,  I would  sug- 
gestthe  expediency  of  keeping  them  in  repair  by 
levy  for  the  purpose,  allowing  each  individual  to 
pay  in  work  on  the  road  for  which  he  may  be  tax- 
ed. This  mode  has  succeeded  well  in  other  states 


where  it  has  been  tried.  Of  the  provisions  necessa- 
ry, and  proper  on  this  subject,  you  will  decide. 

I take  the  liberty  to  mention  for  your  considera- 
tion, the  expediency  of  taking  some  immediate 
step,  in  co  operation  with  the  general  government, 
to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  that  part  of  our 
territory  lying  west  of  the  Tennessee  river.  This 
tract  of  country  is  very  valuable,  and  important 
in  a commercial  view,  and  its  settlement  would 
add  much  to  the  wealth,  strength,  and  population 
of  the  state. 

I felicitate  you  and  my  fellow  citizens  generally 
on  the  liarmony  of  opinion  that  seems  to  pervade 
our  nation.  In  the  language  of  president  Monroe, 
discord  does  not  belong  to  our  system  of  equal 
rights,  and  equal  justice.  Every  honest  and  libe- 
ral man  must  rejoice  at  the  prospect  of  a political 
jubilee,  in  a deliverance  from  the  despotism  of  par- 
ty names  and  feads,  which  have  so  long  distract- 
ed the  public  councils,  and  poisoned  social  inter- 
course. “United  we  stand,  divided  we  fall’’  was 
the  motto  of  our  ancestors,  who  achieved  our  glo- 
rious revolution.  Let  us  remember  that  ours  is  the 
only  republic  on  the  globe,  and  that  a union  among 
ourselves  is  necessary  to  insure  success  to  our  sys- 
tem. Let  us  therefore  obliterate  party  spirit  and 
unite  our  efforts  to  give  strength  and  maturity  to 
our  republican  institutions. — That  we  sliould  oc- 
casionally divide  on  important  ques'.ions,  which 
frequently  occur,  is  to  be  expected.  Collisions  of 
opinion  is  often  useful  in  eliciting  truth,  by  able 
discussions  to  which  it  gives  rise.  The  American 
people  were  nearly  equally  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion of  adopting  or  rejecting  the  federal  constitu- 
tion: but  this  difference  of  opinion  was  not  made  a 
ground  for  eternal  proscription  or  party  division. 
Some  difference  of  opinion  occurred  with  regard 
to  the  national  bank,  the  navy,  and  many  other 
questions  which  have  since  arisen.  In  the  progress 
of  this  government,  new  and  important  measures 
often  produce  an  honest  difference  of  opinion, 
which  ought  to  be  tolerated  with  the  most  chari- 
table indulgence.  Most  of  these  subjects  have 
had  their  day,  and  if  we  take  a retrospect  of  the 
history  of  parties,  and  public  men,  in  the  United 
States,  and  test  them  by  public  sentiments  83  now 
settled,  all  will  be  f mnd  to  have  been  partly  right 
and  partly  wrong — None  can  claim  an  exemption 
from  error — And  shall  rational  men,  citizens  of  a 
free  state,  be  divided  by  the  mere  magic  of  un- 
meaning names  and  terms.?  A party  organized  un- 
der any  particular  name  merely  for  party  or  person- 
al objects  is  dangerous  in  our  republic,  and  its 
spirit  is  despotism.  In  order  to  preserve  the  ac. 
countability  of  public  men,  a fundamental  princi- 
ple of  a free  government,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
people  should  be  in  a situation  to  pass  an  impar- 
tial judgment  upon  public  measures,  and  the  con- 
duct of  public  men.  Influenced  by  considera- 
tions of  this  nature,  and  a spirit  of  conciliation,  I 
have  to  assure  you  of  my  cordial  co-operation,  in 
all  measures  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness, 
and  prosperity  of  our  common  country. 

In  closing  my  communication,  I invite  you  to 
join  me,  in  returning  thanks  to  the  Author  of  all 
good,  for  the  abundant  crops,  peace  and  happiness 
with  which  our  state  and  nation  are  blessed;  and 
let  us  implore  him  to  extend  his  kind  and  protect- 
ing care  to  our  soutliern  brethren  now  struggling 
for  freedom  and  independence.  As  republicans 
we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  their  cause.  I'hatthey 
ought  to  be  independent  of  the  powers  of  Europe, 
nature  herself  has  decreed.  From  the  school  of 
freedom  which  we  have  establishefl,  there  is  rca- 
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son  to  ’Ope  they  will  learn  to  institute  republican 
forms  of  government;  and  although  it  may  not  be 
necessary  or  expedient  for  us  to  participate  in 
tbeir  contests,  let  us  beseech  the  same  kind  Provi 
derce  tliat  watciied  over  us  in  times  of  diihculty 
and  trial,  to  crown  their  efforts  with  success. 

G.VRRIEL  SLAUGHTER 
Frankfort^  Dec.  2,  1817. 


Massachusetts  Claims. 

(Xj'The  folio vving  is  tlie  correspondence  called  for 
by  the  Hon  S v.huel  Uaxa,  in  the  senate  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, while  the  subject  of  compensation  to 
major  Peirce  for  his  late  tour  to  Washington 
was  under  consideration.  After  perusing  it,  the 
citizens  will  form  their  own  opinions  as  to  li.e 
probability  of  the  allowance  of  the  claim  now 
urged  by  Massachusetts  for  payment  of  the  mi 
litia  called  out  during  the  war,  but  withheld  from 
the  control  of  the  national  government. 

\^Boston  Patriot. 

Boston,  Sept.  7,  1814. 

Sir— The  troops  of  the  United  States,  which  at 
different  periods  were  stationed  on  the  sea-coast  of 
this  state,  have  been  afterwards  ordered  to  join  the 
army  on  tlie  western  frontier,  so  that  very  few  liave 
remained  in  the  state.  We  have  therefore  found 
it  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  last  and  present 
year,  to  call  out  small  bodies  of  the  militia  as 
gfiards  to  the  towns  most  exposed.  As  the  danger 
has  i^'creased,  tlie  number  of  detached  militia  has 
been  augmented,  and  I have  now  issued  he  enclos- 
ed general  order  for  the  protection  of  Boston  and 
the  towns  and  property  in  its  neighborhood,  and 
shall  immediately  issue  an  order  of  a similar  kind 
for  the  security  of  the  District  of  Maine. 

A few  weeks  since,  agreeably  to  the  request 
of  general  Dearborn,  I detached  eleven  hundred 
militia  for  three  months,  for  the  defence  of  ouy  sea- 
coast,  and  placed  them  under  his  command  as  su- 
perintendant  of  this  military  district;  but  such  ob- 
jections and  inconveniences  have  arisen  from  that 
measure,  that  it  cannot  now  be  repeated.  The  mi- 
litia called  out  on  this  occasion,  will  be  placed  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  a major-general  of 
the  militia. 

1 will  thank  you,  sir,  to  consult  with  the  presi- 
dent, and  inform  me  whether  the  expenses,  thus 
necessarily  incurred  for  our  protection,  will  be  ul- 
timately reimbursed  to  this  state  by  the  general 
government;  and  I shall  be  particularly  obliged  if 
you  will  favor  me  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  may 
be,  as  the  legislature  of  the  state  will  meet  on  the 
fifth  of  the  next  month. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Mr.  Secretary  Moniioe. 

Department  of  war,  17th  Sept.  1814. 
Sir — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excel- 
lency’s letter  of  the  7th  inst. 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  on  Baltimore,  and  the 
probable  eventual  attack  on  other  places,  with  the 
heavy  duties  incident  thereto,  pressing  on  this  de- 
partment, have  prevented  my  answering  it  at  an 
earlier  day. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  tc  your  excellency  for  me 
to  explain  the  views  and  principles  on  which  this 
government  has  acted,  in  regard  to  the  defence  of 
our  eastern  frontier. 

It  was  anticipated  soon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  that  while  it  lasted,  every  part  of  the 
union,  especially  the  sea-board,  would  be  exposed 


to  some  degree  of  danger,  gre^tf  r or  less  acco.  1- 
ing  to  the  spirit  with  which  the  war  might  be 
w^aged.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  make 
the  best  provision  against  that  danger,  which 
might  be  practicable,  and  it  was  proper  that  the 
provision  should  continue  while  the  cause  existed. 

The  arraigenent  of  the  United  States  into  mi- 
litary districts,  with  a certain  portion  of  the  regu- 
lar force,  artillery  and  infantry,  under  an  officer  of 
the  regular  army,  of  experience  and  high  r.mk,  in 
each  district  with  power  to  call  for  the  militia  as 
circumstances  might  require,  was  adopted,  with 
a view  to  afford  the  best  protection  to  every  part, 
that  circumstances  would  admit. 

It  was  presumed  that  the  establishment  of  a 
small  force  of  the  kind  stated,  constituting  the  first 
elements  of  an  army  in  each  district,  to  be  ;dded 
by  the  militia  in  case  of  emergency,  would  be  ade- 
quate to  its  defence.— Such  a force  of  infantry  and 
artillery  might  repel  small  predatory  parties,  and 
form  a rallying  point  for  the  militia,  at  the  more  ex- 
posed or  important  stations,  in  case  of  more  fonnid- 
able  invasion.  A regular  officer  of  experience 
stationed  in  the  district,  acting  under  the  authority 
and  pursuing  the  will  of  the  government,  might 
digest  plans  for  its  defence;  select  proper  points 
for  work.s,  and  superintend  the  erection  of  them; 
call  for  supplies  of  ordnance,  for  tents  and  camp 
equipage,  for  small  arms  and  other  munitions  of 
war;  call  for  the  militia;  and  dispose  of  the  whole 
force.  These  duties,  it  was  believed,  could  not  be 
performed  with  equal  advantage  by  the  officers  of 
the  militia,  who  being  ealled  into  service  for  short 
terms,  would  not  have  it  in  their  power,  however 
well  qualified  they  might  be  in  other  respects,  to 
digesi  pi  rns,  and  preserve  the  chain  of  connection 
and  system  in  the  whole  business,  which  seemed  to 
be  indispensable. 

On  great  consideration  this  arrangement  was 
deemed  the  most  eligible  that  could  be  adopted 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  Indeed 
none  other  occurred  that  could  be  placed  in  com- 
petition with  it.  In  this  mode  the  national  govern- 
ment acts  by  its  proper  organs,  over  whom  it  has 
control,  and  for  whose  engagements  it  is  respon- 
sible. 

The  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  a state 
government,  for  the  defence  of  a state,  must  be 
considered  as  its  own  measures,  not  those  of  the 
United  States,  The  expences  attending  them  are 
chargeable  to  tlie  state,  and  not  to  the  United 
States.  Your  excellency  will  perceive  that  a dif- 
ferent construction  would  lead  into  the  most  im- 
portant, and  as  is  believed,  into  the  most  pernicious 
consequences.  If  a state  could  call  out  the  militia 
and  subject  tlie  United  States  to  the  expense 
of  supporting  them,  at  its  pleasure,  the  national 
authority  would  cease  as  to  that  important  object, 
and  the  nation  be  charged  with  expenses,  in  the 
measures  producing  which,  the  national  gttvern- 
ment  had  no  agency,  and  over  which  it  co  ;'d  have 
no  control.  This,  however,  though  a serious  objec- 
tion to  such  a construction,  is  not  the  most  weigh- 
ty. By  taking  tlie  defence  of  the  state  into  its  own 
hands,  and  out  of  those  of  the  general  government 
a policy  is  introduced  on  the  tendency  which  I 
forbear  to  comment.  I shall  remark  Oi.iy  that  ifa 
close  union  of  the  states,  and  an  harmonious  co- 
operation, between  them  and  the  general  govern- 
ment, are  at  any  time  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  independence,  and  of  tliose  inesii. lia- 
ble liberties  wliich  were  achieved  by  tlie  vulor  and 
blood  of  our  ancestors,  that  period  may  be  consider- 
ed as  having  arrived. 
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It  follows  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  if 
the  force  which  has  been  put  into  service  by  your 
excellency  has  been  required  by  major  general 
Deai’born,  or  received  by  him,  and  put  under  his 
command,  that  the  expenses  attending  it  will  be 
defrayed  by  the  United  States.  It  follows  likewise 
as  a necessary  consequence,  that  if  this  force  has 
been  called  into  service  by  the  authority  of  the 
state,  independently  of  major  general  Dearborn, 
and  be  not  placed  under  him,  as  commander  ofthe 
district,  that  the  state  of  Massachusetts  is  charge- 
able with  the  expense  and  not  the  United  States. — 
Any  claim  which  the  state  may  have  to  reimburse- 
ment, must  be  judged  of  hereafter,  by  the  compe 
tent  authority,  on  a full  view  of  all  the  circumstan- 
ces attending  it.  It  is  a question  which  is  beyond 
' he  authority  of  the  executive. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  that  this  govern- 
ment has  no  other  alternative  than  to  adhere  to  a 
system  of  defence  which  was  adopted  on  great  con 
sidertion,  with  the  best  view  to  the  general  wel- 
fare, or  to  abandon  it,  and  with  it  a principle  held 
sacred,  thereby  shrinking  from  its  duty  at  a moment 
of  great  peril,  breaking  the  guards  deemed  neces- 
sary for  the  public  safety,  and  opening  the  door  to 
other  consequences  no  less  dangerous. 

By  these  remarks  it  is  not  intended  to  convey 
the  idea,  that  a militia  officer  of  superior  grade, 
regularly  called  into  service,  shall  not  command  an 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  of  inferior  grade,  when 
acting  together.  No  such  idea  is  entertained  by 
the  government.  The  militia  are  relied  on  essen- 
tially for  the  defence  of  the  country.  In  their 
hands  every  thing  is  safe.  It  is  the  object  of  the 
government  to  impose  on  them  no  burthens,  which 
it  may  be  possible  to  avoid;  and  to  protect  them  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
all  their  rights. 

The  various  points  which  are  attacked  and  me- 
naced by  the  enemy,  especially  in  this  quarter, 
W’hcre  they  are  waging,  in  considerable  force,  a pre- 
datory and  desolating  warfare,  make  it  difficult  to 
provide  immediately  for  ail  the  necessary  expendi- 
tures. Any  aid  which  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
may  afford  to  the  United  States  to  meet  these  ex- 
penditures, will  be  cheerfully  received,  and  applied 
to  the  payment  and  support  of  the  militia  of  that 
state  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be 
proper  that  the  money  thus  advanced  should  be  de- 
posited in  some  bank  in  Boston,  that  the  disburse- 
ment of  it  may  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  as  in  similar  cases 
elsewhere.  Credit  will  be  given  to  the  state  for 
such  advance  and  the  amount  be  considered  as  a 
loan  to  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Indian  News — Official. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  generalJMitchell,  agent  of  Lidian 
affairs^  to  the  governor  of  Georgia^  dated  Creek 
Agency,  8th  January,  1818. 

Sin — The  messenger  who  was  sent  below  to  pro- 
pose terms  of  peace  to  the  Seminoles,  has  returned; 
and  the.  enclosrd  is  the  substance  of  his  report, 
wliich  I received  by  express. 

The  friendly  chiefs  and  warriors  are  to  meet 
me  at  tliis  place  on  the  11th  instant,  and  I have 
great  hopes  that  our  differences  with  the  Seminoles 
can,  with  their  assistance,  be  adjusted. 

I understand  that  much  apprehension  prevails 
about  the  safety  with  wliich  travellers  can  pass 
through  the  nation.  It  is  my  opinion  there  is  not 


the  least  danger  in  travelling  the  road  from  fort 
Flawkins  to  the  Alabama,  by  this  place  and  fort 
Mitchell,  but  I would  not  advise  travellers  to  use 
the  road  from  fort  Perry  to  fort  Gaines;  or  indeed 
any  road  as  low  down  as  fore  Gaines,  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

I am,  with  high  respect  and  esteem,  ycur  ver.y 
obedient  servant, 

D B.  MITCHELL,  agent,  I.  A. 

Jiis  excel.  Wm.  Rabun,  Governor, 

'Falk  of  Tustennugee  TIopoie,  and  Hopoie  Ilaijo,  to 

the  agent  of  Indian  a jf< dr s for  the  Creek  nation. 

Fort  Mitchell,  Dec.  30,  1817. 

■My  friend — The  messenger  which  was  sent  to 
the  Mickasukies  has  returned  with  an  answer  to 
our  Talk.  The  Mickasukies  say  it  was  not  them 
that  began  the  war.  They  were  sitting  down  in 
peace,  and  the  white  people  came  on  them  in  the 
night  and  fired  on  them.  The  Mickasukies  are 
still  sitting  down  in  their  town  and  doir  g no  mis- 
chief, and  waiting  to  see  if  the  white  people  will 
make  peace  with  them.  The  people  that  shot  at 
the  boat  and  killed  all  the  white  people,  were  the 
old  Red  Sticks  from  the  Upper  towns,  them  that 
turned  hostilities  last  war.  The  man  that  was 
sent  to  the  Mickasukies  (Hopoie  Haijo)  with  a 
peace  talk,  met  the  Mickasukies  at  the  half  way 
ground  coming  with  a peace  talk  to  us.  Mr.  Ham- 
bley  and  Mr.  Doyle  were  taken  prisoners — Hopoie 
Haijo  saw  them.  Tustennugee  Chapco  has  gone 
to  relieve  them,  and  carry  them  to  the  fort  at  St. 
Marks. 

I have  sent  you  this  little  talk  now;  our  meeting 
that  you  appointed  will  soon  be,  and  then  every 
thing  will  be  made  strait.  We  hear  that  the  ar- 
my  has  crossed  at  Hartford.  The  Cheehaws  have 
received  two  letters  from  the  army,  and  they  had 
nomody  to  read  them,  and  they  don’t  know  the  con- 
tents—-and  wish  the  army  could  be  stopped  until 
our  meeting  is  over. 

(Signed)  Tustennugee  Hopoie. 

(Signed)  Hopoie  Haijo. 

General  Mitchell,  in  a letter  to  the  editors  of 
this  paper,  dated  the  9th  inst.  observes— “T!i ere 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  thing  new  in  this  quar- 

ter,  except  the  prospect  of  peace  witli  the  Semi- 
noles.” ( Georgia  Journal. 

From  the  army. 

An  express  arrived  at  the  executive  office  yes- 
terday, with  the  following  despatch  from  general 
Gaines: 

Head-Quarters, 

Hartford,  Georgia,  Jan.  8tk,  1818, 

Sir— I received  on  my  way  to  this  place  the  5th 
inst.  from  Ueut.  col.  Arbuckle,  reports  ofthe  state 
of  his  command  up  to  the  21st  December— by 
which  I learn  that  the  detachment  with  transports 
under  maj.  Muhlenburg  had  been  attacked  about 
thirty  miles  below  fort  Scott  by  a force  of  Indians 
and  blacks,  estimated  at  from  8 to  3200— that  the 
firing  had  continued  from  both  sides  of  the  river 
from  the  15th  to  the  19th  Dec.  and  that  our  loss 
amounted  to  2 killed  and  13  wounded— tlie  loss  of 
the  enemy  not  known.  The  vessels  were  so  forti- 
fied with  bulwarks  as  to  secure  our  troops  from 
the  enemy’s  shot,  except  when  carrying  out  the 
anchors  to  warp,  or  when  working  with  the  rig- 
ging. 

The  loss  of  a vessel  is  not  apprehended;  nor  will 
the  delay  be  likely  lo  produce  any  serious  conse- 
quences to  our  troops  above — their  supplies  being 
sufficient  for  sometime  beyond  the  period  at  which 
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others  I lia.ve  onlered,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
are 'Ml  the  way,  are  expected  to  arrive;  and  which 
will  be  taken  up  the  river  in  keel  boats,  secured 
agctinst  the  eneniy’s  shot. 

A smaM  work  conimanded  by  captain  M’Tntosli, 
12  mii*-s  above  fort  Sco't,  had  been  attacked  and 
suirounded  for  several  days,  by  a L>rge  party;  bi.t 
although  the  caDtain’s  force  amounted  to  no  more 
than  forty,  he  maint^ained  his  work  witliout  the 
loss  of  a man.  The  Indians  finding  themselves  un- 
able to  make  any  impression  upon  the  work  or 
garrison,  and  huviog  suffered  from  our  shot,  l etired. 
Caolain  M’Intosb’s  command  has  since  been  with- 
drav/n. 

A friendly  chief,  Wm.  Perryman,  having  raised  a 
co*v:!derablc  party  of  warriors  on  the  Chataiiochie, 
foi  Lhe  purpose  of  protecting  the  frieiwlly  traders 
below  ♦he  line,and  ofaiding  our  troops, was  u»  tacked 
by  the  hostile  party  and  is  suppoaed  to  have  fallen, 
with  Messrs.  Hambly  and  Doyle.  It  is  reported, 
that  most  of  tlie  party  wove  forced  ^perhaps  willing, 
iy)  to  join  the  enemy. 

I have  received  information  that  a party  of  In- 
dians entered  the  settlement  near  Trader’s  Hill  a 
few  dats  past,  killed  aavoman,  whose  name  I have 
not  learned,  and  took  off  some  three  or  four  ne 
groei.* 

I had  previously  ordered  a detachment  of  artille- 
ry, widi  two  companies  of  the  militia,  drawn  from 
maj.  gen.  Floyd’s  division,  to  take  a post  at  Trader’s 
Hill,  for  the  defence  of  that  settlement.  I have 
reason  to  believe  the  artillery  arrived  at  the  hill 
about  the  time  the  murder  was  committed,  and  the 
militia  soon  after,  and  that  the  Indians  were  pur- 
sued. 

The  residue  of  the  militia  taken  from  maj.  gen. 
Floyd’s  division  (five  companies)  are  ordered  to 
this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcing  gen. 
Glascock’s  command,  excepting  one  company, 
which  will  be  posted  near  the  Big  Bend  of  Ocmul- 
gee. 

The  detachment  under  brigadier  gen.  Glascock, 
delayed  by  rainy  weather,  bad  roads,  and  want  of 
punctuality  in  the  contractor’s  department,  will 
not  be  able  to  form  a junction  with  the  U.  Slates* 
troops  at  Fort  Scott  before  the  24th  of  the  present 
month;  and  as  a great  part  of  the  detachment  will 
probably  be  disposed  to  return  home  soon  after  the 
end  of  the  month,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  tlie 
time  will  be  too  limited  to  make  such  an  impres- 
sion upon  the  savages,  (which  one  decisive  victory 
would  effect)  as  to  put  an  end  to  the  war;  and  leave 
them  convinced,  that  their  future  safety  will  de- 
pend alone  upon  the  strict  observance  of  peace  on 
their  part. 

I have  therefore  to  request  the  favor  of  your  ex- 
cellency, to  furnish  an  additional  detachment  of 
militia,  to  consist  of  four  battalions  of  infantry, 
with  four  compinies  of  riflemen,  to  assemble  at 
this  place  on  the  first  of  the  next  month,  prepared 
fir  a three  month’s  tour  of  duty,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates. 

I shall  make  arrangements  for  the  necessary  sup- 
plies to  be  in  readiness  at  this  place  in  due  time, 
for  arming,  equipping,  and  subsisting  the  detach- 
m nt. 

I have  tht  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration 
and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EUMUNl>P.  GAINES, 

Maj . gen.  com’g. 

His  excel,  governor  Habun. 


* i'nis  does  not  accord  very  well  with  the  late 
pacific  professions  of  the  Indians — Editors  Joxirnal. 


(C/’We  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  go- 
vernor to  comply  with  the  above  requisition  as  far 
as  may  be  in  bis  power.  Four  companies  of  rifie- 
men  cannot  be  fiirnished,  because  it  is  believed 
tliere  are  not  so  many  in  the  state;  and  there  is  no 
likelihood,  at  this  inclement  season,  of  their  volun- 
teering. Form  the  defects  of  our  militia  laws,  with 
regard  to  the  election  of  officers,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  organize  the  infantry,  and  march  them  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous  by  the  first  of  next  month. — 
Tlie  troop?  called  for,  we  are  informed,  will  be  ta- 
ken from  Byne’s,  Bell’s  (of  Oglethorpe)  and  Glas- 
cock’s brigades.  [Geor^/u  Journal. 


CONGRESS. 

SEWATE. 

Januaru  29. — After  other  business,  the  senate 
proceeded,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  [irovide  for  the  surviv- 
ing officers,  soldiers,  &c.  of  the  revolution. 

Sir.  Xing  took  a comprehensive  view  of  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  the  bill,  stated  his  objections  to  the 
provision  it  proposed  for  seamen,  militia,  Sec.  and 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
and  the  committee  be  instructed  to  amend  the 
same,  so  as  to  confine  its  provisions  to  a grant  of 
half  pav  for  life  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
revolutionary  army  on  the  continental  establisli- 
ment,  who  served  for  three  years,  or  until  the  end 
of  the  war,  including  those  who  were  entitled,  un- 
der a resolve  of  congress,  to  half  pay  for  life;  the 
half  pay  to  be  so  granted,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
rank  according  to  which  the  accounts  of  the  re- 
spective officei'5  were  finally  settled. 

yiv. Barbour  followed,  and,  after  arguing  at  some 
length  to  shew  the  impossibilily  of  providing  for 
all  included  in  the  bill,  and  the  impracticability  of 
discriminating  between  the  different  classes  pro- 
vided for,  moved  an  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  bill. 

The  motion  was  not  decided  upon  when  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

January,  30.— -A  message  was  received  from  tlie 
IX'esident  of  the  United  States,  communicating  to 
the  senate,  in  compliance  with  their  request  of  the 
22d  instant,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war  re- 
lative to  the  manner  in  which  the  troops  now  ope- 
rating against  the  Seminole  Indians,  have  been  sub- 
sisted, whether  by  contract,  or  otherwise,  and  if 
they  have  been  regularly  furnished. 

[The  report  states,  that  the  troops  are  regularly 
subsisted  by  contract;  that  the  forces  now  operat- 
ing against  the  Seminole  Indians,  are  within  the 
district,  the  contract  for  which  commenced  on  the 
15ih  of  June  last;  that  the  depart  ment  of  war,  anti- 
cipating an  increased  demand  for  rations,  in  that 
quarter,  made  early  and  liberal  advances  of  monev 
to  tlie  contractor,  to  enable  Iiiin  t»  give  prompt 
obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  commanding 
general;  that  requisitions  were  made  for  deposits 
in  advance,  under  the  terms  of  the  contract,  at 
the  several  posts  on  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  and 
in  the  adjacent  tarritories;  that,  by  the  last  official 
reports  these  requisitions  were  not  complied  with, 
and  the  commandant  had  tieiailed  officers  to 
supply  the  deficiency  by  purchase;  that  the  con- 
tractor reports, . that  he  lias  sent  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  rations  to  Fort  Scott,  from  New  Orleans, 
and  that  they  were  shipped  on  the  5tii  uU.;  that 
this  supply  is  intended  to  be  conveyed  up  the  Apa- 
lachicola river,  and  it  is  believed  may  have  arrived 
at  its  destination  before  this  period,  in  which  event 
the  purchases  ordered  by  the  general  willceas- 


S92 


NILES’  REGISTER-^FEBRUARY  r,  1818-CONGRESS. 


Accom]ianying  the  report,  is  a correspondence,! 
shewing  the  extent  of  the  fiiilure,  and  the  evils  ap- 
prehended from  an  anticipated  one,  and  embracing 
all  the  information  possessed  by  the  war  department 
on  the  subject.] 

The  messi-.ge  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate, 
a statement  of  all  the  arms  and  accoutrements, 
wbich  have  been  manufactured  at  the  different  ar- 
mories of  the  United  States,  with  the  cost  of  each 
standj-and  the  number  delivered  to  each  state,  re- 
spectively, under  the  act  for  arming  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  the  militia. 

The  resolution  respecting  the  Massachusetts 
claims,  for  militia  services,  was  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next,  and 

The  senate  closed  its  doors  for  executive  busi- 
ness, until  about  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment. 

February  2 — The  resolution  for  appointing  a com- 
mittee on  the  Massachusetts  claims,  was  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Otis  further  postponed  to  this  day  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance were  discharged  from  the  further  conside- 
ration of  the  message  of  the  president,  respecting 
the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Caron  de  Beaumarchais 
and  it  was  referred  to  a select  committee,  consist- 
ing of  Messrs.  King,  Mason,  Campbell,  Barbour, 
and  Dagget. 

Mr.  Campbell  offered  instructions  from  the  legis- 
lature of  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  their  senators, 
to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
relative  to  the  compensation  of  members  of  con- 
gress; and  moved  that  they  be  received  and  read — 
but,  on  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  posponed  until  to-morraw. 

[This  is  a matter  on  which  the  practice  of  the  se- 
nate is  not  settled;  the  propriety  of  receiving  such 
instructions  formally  by  the  senate,  and  entering 
them  on  record,  having  been  a subject  of  con  testa- 
tion heretofore,  and  never  conclusively  decided.] 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mi- 
litary appropriation  bill,  and  agreed  thereto,  with 
several  amendments;  one  of  which  appropriates 
20,000  dollars  for  brevet  extra  pay  to  brevet  offi- 
cers on  separate  commands. 

[The  bill  in  the  other  house  contained  an  appro- 
priation of  35,000  for  the  same  object;  which  was 
there  struck  out  of  the  bill,  and  is  now  reinstated 
in  part  by  the  senate.] 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
time. 

Baggett  submitted  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing or  altering  the  law  passed  in  1812,  estab- 
lishing brevet  rank  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States, 

February  3. — The  military  appropriation  bill  was 
read  a third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Campbell  submitted  for  consideration  the 
follov/ing  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing by  law  the  salaries  of  Indian  agent  and 
assistant  agents. 

The  revolutionary  patriot  bill  was  postponed  to 
Thursday. 


HOUSE  OF  UEraESENTATlVKS. 

Friday,  Jan.  30. — The  speaker  communicated  to 
the  house,  the  report  of  the  commissioner  of  claims, 
on  the  facts  of  certain  cases  laid  before  him. 

Mr.  Ogle,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject was  referred,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of 
maj.  gen.  Arthur  St.  Clair;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  of  die 
secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting,  in  obedience 
to  a resolution  of  the  house,  copies  of  proceedings 
of  certain  naval  courts  martial,  by  which  capt.  Oli- 
ver H.  Perry,  and  capt.  John  Heath,  of  the  marines, 
were  tried. 

The  message  yesterday  received,  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe, 
was  read  as  follows. 

To  the  home  of  representatives  o f the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  of  the  22d  of  December  last,  re- 
questing information  relative  to  the  imprisonment 
and  detention  in  confinement,  of  Rmhard  W. 
Meade,  a citizen  of  the  United  States;  I no  v trans- 
mit to  the  house  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
state,  containing  the  information  requested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jan.  29,  1818. 

Department  of  state. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
23d  of  December  last,  requesting  the  president  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house,  any  information 
he  may  be  able  to  communicate,  relative  to  the  im- 
prisonment, and  detention  in  confinement  of  Rich- 
ard W.  Meade,  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  has 
the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  president  the  accom- 
panying papers,  received  at  the  department,  on 
that  subject;  with  a letter  addressed  to  the  minis- 
ter  of  Spain,  residing  here,  since  the  resolution 
of  the  house,  and  the  answer  received  from  him. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

MR.  AD  AMS  TO  MR.  ONIS. 

Don  Louis  de  Ouis,  envoy  extraordinary,  andminister 
plenipotentiary,  from  Spain. 

Department  of  state, 
WasJdngton,  26th  Dec.  1817. 

Sin — I am  directed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  invite  your  immediate  attention, 
and  to  urge  that  of  your  government,  to  the  case  of 
Richard  W Meade,  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  has  been  confined  since  the  2d  of  May,  1816, 
in  the  prison  Santa  Catalina,  at  Cadiz. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  represented  to  your  go- 
vernment by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Madrid,  that  the  imprisonment  of  this  person,  was 
under  a sentence  of  a tribunals  at  Cadiz,  condemn- 
ing him  pay  a second  time,  a sum  of  money,  which, 
by  virtue  of  a prior  decree  of  the  same  tribunal, 
he  had  already  paid  into  the  royal  treasury.  This 
fact  has  never  been  denied  or  contested  by  your 
government.  It  has  been  proved  to  them  by  the 
j attestations  and  certificates  of  their  own  officers. 

It  was  to  have  been  presumed  that,  upon  the  first 
moment  that  such  a fact  was  authentically  present- 
ed to  your  government,  an  order  would  instantly 
have  issued  from  it  for  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Meade 
from  Ills  imprisonment.  The  president  regrets 
that  after  so  many  and  such  urgent  representations 
in  Ills  behalf  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid,  it  should  yet  be  necessary  to  address 
this  call  upon  the  most  common  principle  of  jus- 
\ lice  to  you.  I am  instructed  by  him  to  say,  that 
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ia  renewiiij^  this  demand  for  Mr.  Meade’s  immedi- 
ate liberation,  he  confidently  expects  it  will  not  be 
in  vain. 

I pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
very  distini'uished  consideration. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 

MR.  OXIS  TO  MR  ADAMS. 
[tuanslation] 

The  chevalier  de  Onis,  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sin — I received  your  note  dated  the  26th  of 
this  month,  in  which,  by  order  of  the  president, 
you  communicate  to  me  what  appears  to  have  taken 
place  in  Spain  in  the  case  of  a law  suit  against 
Richard  W.  Meade,  a citizen  of  these  states,  in  or- 
der that  1 should  make  the  necessary  representa- 
tions on  this  subject  to  the  king  my  master,  ajid 
solicit  his  release  from  confinement. 

In  compliance  with  the  wislies  of  the  president, 
and  yours,  sir,  I shall,  with  great  pleasure,  make 
this  request  in  favor  of  Mr.  Meade,  although  F am 
not  informed  of  the  details  of  the  suit  instituted 
against  him,  nor  of  those  which  have  produced  his 
confinement. 

Confiding  in  the  just  intentions  of  the  king,  and 
his  high  consideration  for  the  United  States,  I must 
hope  that  his  majesty  will  attend  efficaciously  to 
this  request,  and  use  his  authority  in  having  jus- 
tice prompiiy  done  to  Mr.  Meade,  that  the  laws 
may  be  observed  with  the  strictest  impartiality, 
and  no  motive  or  pretext  left  to  doubt  of  the  IM 
MACQuiATE*  (accendra)  purity  which  has  ever 
been  acknowledged  as  the  particular  attribute  of 
the  Spanish  magistracy.  I renew  my  respects  to 
you,  sir,  and  pray  God  to  preserve  vou  many  vears. 

LULS  DE  OXIS. 

JFashingion  city,  Dec.  29,  1817. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  house 
such  information  as  he  may  possess,  (and  which 
may  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic interest)  relative  te  the  claims  of  the  merchants 
of  the  United  States,  for  their  property  seized 
and  confiscated  under  the  authority  of  the  king  of 
Naples. 

Mr.  Lo-wndes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  made  a report  on  the  petition  of  the  pew 
holders  of  the  monumental  church  in  Richmond, 
iinfavorable  thereto:  which  was  read. 

[This  petition  asks  for  the  remission  of  the 
amount  of  duties  which  have  become  payable  to 
the  treasury  on  the  importation  of  an  organ  for 
the  said  church  from  abroad.] 

Mr  Tyler  moved  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

This  produced  a lively  debate.  The  committee 
it  seems,  reported  against  the  petition  because 
such  an  organ  might  have  been  obtained  in  the 
United  States.  Finally,  the  motion  for  a reverse  of 
the  report  was  negatived,  and  the  report  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resvimed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  for  the  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves, 
and  the  question  having  been  announced  to  be  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill 


*It  is  not  our  custom  to  make  notes  on  official 
papers — but  “immaculate,”  as  applied  to  Ferdi- 
nand the  ungrateful — whose  follies  or  crimes  has 
made  iiim  t!ie  l.uig'.iing-stocic  or  subject  of  hate,  of 
tlie  world,  is  really  too  much  to  pass,  even  from  JJe 
Onis,  unmarked.  We  liuve,  therefore,  printed  it 
in  capitals.  Ed.  Reg. 


A debate  followed.  Mr.  ^Idarns,  of  Mass,  thought 
that  the  constitution  would  not  support  certain 
features  in  the  bill  in  favor  of  the  owners  of  slaves. 
Mr.  Jinderson,  of  Ky.  supported  the  bill,  and  re- 
plied to  the  objections  urged  against  it.  Mr  Liver- 
more, of  N.  H.  opposed  and  -Mr.  Mason,  of  Mass, 
defended  the  bill — Messrs. //oMiev,  RheaxtaX  Storrs 
spoke  on  the  same  side.  Mr  IVitman,  of  Mass, 
generally  approved  of  the  bill,  but  was  opposed  to 
ome  of  its  provisions.  Mr.  JVilliams,  of  Con.  tlien 
spoke  against  it — when 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  taken 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Anderson, Ken.  .'tnstin,  Baldwin.  Bassett, 
Eayly,  Bt-llinper,  Bloomfield,  Bryan,  Bnrwcll,  Campbi  II,  Cobb, 
Colston,  Cook,  Crawford,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards.  Ervin.S.C . 
Floyd,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Garnett,  Hall.  Del.  HaU.N.  C.  Hasbrouek, 
Heihert,  Herkimer,  Ho^^,  Holmes,  Mass.  Hubbanl,  Johnson,  Va. 
Jolinson,  Ken.  Lewis,  Little,  Lowndes,  .M  Lant,  M’Coy,  Marchand, 
Marr,  Mason,  Mass.  Mercer,  Middleton,  Moore,  Mumfbrd,  H.  Nelson, 
Nesbitt,  New,  Newton,  Og'ltn.  Owen,  Palmer.  Patterson,  PettT, 
Piirlall,  Pleasants,  Poindexter,  Quarles,  Reed,  Rin  a,  Ringgold,  R*- 
bercson,  Ken.  Robertson,  Lou.  Rugglcs,  Sampson,  .Settle.  Sloeumh, 
S.  Smith,  Bal.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Speed.  Spencer.  Stewart,  N.  C. 
Storrs,  Strother,  Stuart,  Tompkins.  Trimble.  Tucker,  S.  C,  Tyler, 
Walker,  N.  C.  Wiiliams,N,  C.  Wilson,  !>fass.— 84. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen.  Mass.  Allen,  Vt.  Anderson,  Pen. 
Ball,  Barber,  O Bateman,  Beecher,  Bennett,  Roden,  Boss,  Claggett, 
Comstock,  Crafts,  Culbreth,  Cushioaii,  Folger,  Fuller,  Gage,  Hale, 
Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hiester.  Hitdicock.  Hopkinson,  Hunt  r,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Ingham,  Irving,  N.Y.  Kinsey,' Klrtland,  Lawyer,  Li  vermorc, 
W.  Maclay,  Wm.  P.  Maclay,  Merrill,  Morton,  Murray.  Ogle,  Orr, 
Parrott,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Rice,  Rich,  Richards,  Savage,  Scudder, 
Sergeant,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Sherwood.  Silshee,  Spangler.  Strong, Tall- 
madge,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terry,  'I’ownsend,  Upbam,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover,  Whiteside,  Whitman,  Williams,  Con.  Williams,  N.Y.  WHkin, 
Wilson,  Pen.— 69. 

So  ihe  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence;  and  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

M nday,  Feb.  2.  A report  was  received  from  the 
secreiary  of  war,  in  compliajice  wiih  a resolution 
of  this  house,  upon  the  subject  of  land  warrants  is- 
sued and  extra  pay  allowed  since  the  third  of 
March  last,  under  the  act  granting  bounties  iry 
land,  &c.  to  certain  Canadian  volunteers. 

A letter  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasurv,  transmitting  two  statements,  the  first 
shewing  the  quantity  of  land  in  each  district  in 
which  the  public  lands  liave  been  exposed  to  sale, 
the  quantity  wliich  has  been  sold,  and  the  quantity 
which  remains  for  sale;  secondly,  the  emolument's 
of  the  receivers  and  registers  of  the  land  office  for 
four  years  preceeding  1st  October,  1817;  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lamls. 

Mr.  Bassett  submitted  to  the  house  a bill  for  or- 
ganizing and  classing  tlie  militia,  &c.  to  be  taken 
up  upon  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  du- 
ring this  .session  on  the  same  subject  by  Mr.  Har- 
riso7i\  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  by  a small  majority  resolved  it 
self  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  .Mr.  in 

the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  gen.  Arthur 
St.  Clair. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  a discussion  which  occu- 
pied the  committee  until  sun  set,  in  tlie  course  of 
w’lich  tiie  motives  of  the  asL  of  1810,  for  the  re- 
lief of  gen.  St.  Clair,  the  act  of  limitations,  the 
merits  of  the  petitioner,  the  ju.stice  of  his  claim  &,c. 
were  all  brought  into  view  as  well  as  the  proprie- 
ty of  various  amendments  offered  to  the  bill, 

A motion  made  by  Mr  Forsyth,  to  amend  the  bill 
by  directing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  tre:isu- 
ry  to  adjust  the  claim  of  gen.  St.  Clair,  and  allow 
:'im  the  principal  and  interest  of  v.'liatever  amount 
may  appear  to  be  due,  any  law  to  the  coiUr.'uw  nbt- 
vvithsianding,  was  under  co.nsideratiou,  when  the 
comniittee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again; 
after  w'iiich  the  house  adj-uirned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  3. — fre  m MassachmtUs, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  h*!S  seat. 
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The  house  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  arrearages  in  the  military  establishment  and  con- 
curred therein. 

Mr.  Willicmsy  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  commissioner  of  claims  on  the  claim  of 
Samuel  Hughes,  of  Maryland,  for  property  destroy- 
ed during  the  war,  reported  unfavorably  to  the 
claim,  on  the  ground  that  the  said  claim  does  not 
fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  9th  section  of  the 
claims*  law.  The  report  was  referred  to  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Williams  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  petition  of  Basil  Shaw  of  Tennessee,  who  prays 
compensation  for  a slave  killed,  whilst  in  his  em- 
ploy in  the  military  service,  by  a cannon  ball, 
before  New  Orleans,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of 
January;  which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  Annual 
military  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Forsyth  laid  upon  the  table  the  following 
resolution,  the  consideration  of  which  he  gave  no- 
tice he  should  move  for  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  authorized  by  its  charter  to  re- 
ceive as  pledge  or  security  for  loans  made  todndi- 
viduals  or  corporations,  transfers  of  public  debt 
made  to  the  bank,  or  to  any  offices  thereof,  and  if 
in  their  opinion  such  transfers  are  not  authorized 
by  the  act  of  incorporation,  to  report  to  the  house 
some  effectual  mode  of  preventing  them  from  being 
hereafter  made. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  for  consideration  the 
fbllowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  demand  made  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  the  liberation  of 
llichardW.  Meade,  a citizen  of  the  United  States, 
detained  in  confinement  in  the  castle  of  Santa  Ca- 
talina at  Cadiz,  ought  to  be  supported  and  enforced 
by  vesting  the  president  with  authority  to  make 
reprisals,  in  the  event  of  a failure  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  promptly  to  discharge  the  said  Meade. 

Mr.  Trimble  supported  his  motion  with  a brief 
but  spirited  speech.  Mr.  Forsyth  was  not  prepar- 
ed  to  express  a definite  opinion  on  the  subject—' 
he  wished  time  to  examine.  He  moved  that  the 
resolution  should  lie  on  tlie  table,  which  was  final- 
ly agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Loimdes,  after  briefly  explaining  the  liability 
®f  the  government  to  be  defrauded  of  its  revenue  by 
drawbacks  on  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  liquors 
from  the  absence  of  any  means  of  indentifying  them, 
except  the  marks  on  the  casks,  &c.  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  provision  by  law  for  allowing  foreign 
wines  and  distilled  spirits  to  be  deposited  in  the 
stores  of  the  government,  and  of  limiting  the  draw- 
back on  exportation  to  such  as  shall  have  been  so 
deposited. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed  tlie  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  and  again  went  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  gen.  A.  St.  Clair. 

The  debate  on  the  merits  of  this  c.i.se,  and  on  the 
propriety  of  Mr  Forsyth’s  amendment,  was  resum- 
ed and  continued  with  increased  ardor  and  usu- 
al eloquence,  until  after  four  o’clock,  when  the 
committee  rose,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chairman, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  The  house  adj’d. 


Wednesday,  Feb.  4- — The  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Forsyth,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  authorized  by  its  charter  to  re- 
ceive as  pledge  or  security  for  loans  made  to  indi- 
viduals or  corporations  transfers  of  public  debt 
made  to  the  bank,  or  to  any  officers  thereof,  and  if, 
in  their  opinion  such  transfers  are  not  authorized 
by  the  act  of  incorporation,  to  report  to  the  house 
some  effectual  mode  of  preventing  them  from  being 
hereafter  made. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  tiie  an- 
nual statement  of  miscellaneous  claims  paid  during 
the  year  1817;  of  contracts  made  at  the  treasury  in 
in  the  same  year  on  behalf- of  the  United  State.s; 
and  of  payments  by  collec  ors  in  1815  and  1816,  in 
relation  to  the  revenue  and  the  temporary  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Mr.  Loiundes,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  made  a report  on  the  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate to  the  bill  making  the  annual  appropriations 
for  the  military  establishment;  which  was  read  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  tliis  day. 

The  house,  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  sus- 
pended the  preceding  orders,  and  forthwith  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bas- 
sett in  the  chair,  on  the  said  report. 

The  first  amendment  made  by  the  senate  to  the 
bill,  was  the  insertion  of  a provision  appropriating 
^20,000  for  additional  pay,  rations,  he.  - o officei'S 
having  brevet  commissions,  when  comma,  ling  se- 
parate posts,  districts,  or  detachments,  r^q-iiring 
them  to  act  in  their  brevet  rank. 

This  amendment  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  recommended  to  the  house  to  disagree  to, 
and  on  this  question  the  debate  was  revived,  which 
had  engaged  the  house  when  the  bill  was  first  in- 
troduced— embracing  in  its  scope  the  expediency 
of  continuing  brevet  emolument,  the  propriety  of 
defeating  an  existing  law  by  refusing  the  appro- 
priations necessary  to  give  it  effect,  &c.  &c.  a view 
of  which  may  be  hereafter  presented.  The  gentle- 
men who  joined  in  the  discussion,  were  Messrs^ 
Lowndes,  jMercer,  Harrison,  Clay,  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Terry,  Hopkinson,  Storrs,  Colston  and  Forsytli 

The  question  was  finally  decided  against  the  se- 
nate’s amendment. 

The  committee  agreed  successively  to  the  other 
amendments  of  the  senate,  which  produced  no  de- 
bate, and  rose  and  reported  their  pjioceedings  to 
the  house. 

The  house  took  up  tlie  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  in  concurring  therewith  on  its 
disagreement  to  the  first  amendment  of  the  senate, 
the  question  was  decided  as  follows: 

For  the  senate's  amendment.— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Blount. 
Colston,  Cruger,  Forney,  Fuller,  Harrison,  Herkimer.  Ingham, 
Irving,  N.  Y.  Jones,  Kinsey,  Lewis,  Livermore,  Mercer,  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, Ogden,  Ogle,  Orr,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Peter,  Piruiall,  Poindexter, 
Robertson,  Lou.  Seybert,  Alex.  Smyth,  Spencer,  Stoois,  Terry, 
Williams,  N.  Y.  Wilson,  Mass.— 32. 

Against  the  amendment— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen,  Vt.  An- 
derson, Pa.  Anderson,  Ken.  Austin,  Barbour,  Va.  Bassett,  Bateman, 
Bayley,  Bellinger,  Bennett,  Bloomfield,  Boden,  Boss,  Bryan,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Campbell,  Claggett,  Claiborne,  Cobb,  Comstock,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Culbretb,  Cushman,  Desha,  Drake,  Earle,  Edwards,  Elli- 
cott,  Ervin,  S.  C.  Floyd,  Folger,  Forsyth,  Gage,  Garnett,  Hale, 
Hall,  Del.  Hall,  N.  C.  Hendricks,  Hta-bert,  Herrick,  Heister,  Hogg, 
Holmes,  Mass.  Holmes,  Con.  Hopliinson,  Hubbard,  Hunter,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Johnson,  Va.  Lawyer,  Linn,  Little,  Lowndes,  McLane,  W, 
Maclay,  W.  P.  Maclay,  M'Coy,  Marchand,  Merrill,  Mills,  Moore, 
Morton,  Mostly,  Murnford,  Murray,  Jer.Nelson,  H.  Nelson,  Nesbitt, 
New,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson,  Pawling,  Pitkin,  Porter,  Quarles. 
Reed,  Rhea,  Rice,  Ricli,  Richards,  Ringgold,  Robertson,,  Ken, 
Ruggles,  Sampson,  Savage,  Sawyer,  Senuder,  Sergeant,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Sherwood,  Silsbee,  Slocumb,  S.  Smith,  Balt.  Smith,  J.  S. 
Smith,  Southard,  SpangUr,  Speed,  Stewart,  N.  C.  Strong,  Strother , 
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Stuart, . Md.  Tallmadg.,Tarr.  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Towiiieiid,  Trim-  one  (Mid,  first  takinir  o:uh  atriiinst  an’.ulets  and 


ble.  Tucker,  Va.  Tiick(?r,  S.C.  Tyler,  UpLam,  'VValkt  r,  Ken  Wal 
la<?e.  Wendover,  Whitesicle,  Williams,  Con.  Williams, N.  C.  Wilkin, 
Wilson,  Pen<— 125. 

Tlie  retiiAiiider  of  tlie  report  was  then  agreed  to 
—and  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday^  Feb.  5. — The  house  was  almost  the 
whole  of  this  day  occupied  with  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  gen.  St.  Clair.  There  was  amendment  af- 
ter amendment,  and  when  the  blank  was  to  be  fill- 


sorcery!  If  the  appellee  be  so  far  vanqnihbed  that 
he  cannot  or  will  not  fight  aii}'  longer,  lie  shall  b’' 
adjudged  to  be  hanged  immediately:  and  then,  as 
well  as  if  he  be  killed  in  battle,  pr.ivider.ce  is  deen  - 
ed  to  have  determined  in  fav  ^r  of  the  truth,  .and 
his  blood  shall  be  attained.  r,ut  if  he  kills  the  ap- 
pellant, or  can  maintain  the  fight  from  sun-rising 
till  tlie  stars  appear  in  the  evening,  he  shall  be  ac- 


ed  up  for  his  monthly  pension — 80,  75,  70$^  were  j quitted.  So  also,  if  the  .appellant  becomes 


severally  proposed  and  rejected — 60  was  agreed 
upon  in  committee  of  the  whole,  but  50  was  mov- 
ed  for  in  the  house  and  lost;  60  was  carried  by  yeas 
and  nays — > eas  122,  nays  40,  and  after  several  other 
motions  about  it,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading  to  morrow. 

A message  was  received,  by  Mr.  secretary  Cutts, 
announcing  the  insisting  of  the  senate  on  their 
amendment  to  the  military  .appropriation  bill,  on 
the  subject  of  extra  allowance  to  brevet  officers  in 
certain  cases,  which  amendment  had  been  disagreed 
to  by  the  house  of  representatives. 


Foreiga  Articles. 

ENGLAND,  &C. 

A sleight-of  hand-man  attempting  to  play 


the 


creant,  and  pronounces  the  horrible  wou\  ci'uven, 
he  shall  lose  his /iVvernm  regem,  and  become  infam- 
ous; and  the  appellee  .«hall  recover  his  damagc.<, 
and  shall  be  forever  quit,  not  only  of  the  appeal, 
but  all  indictments  likewise  for  the  same  offence. 

This  case  may  probably  cause  the  repeal  of  such 
an  absurd  and  foolish  law. 

FRANCE. 

The  chamber  of  deputies  were  occupied  In  new. 
modeling  the  law  for  regulating  the  liberty  of  tlie 
press.  Complaints  have  been  made  to  the  Swiss  go- 
vernment of  the  freedom  of  their  press;  and,  no 
doubt,  it  will  be  also  regulated  there.  Switzerland 
was  the  last  phace  in  Europe  where  the  French 
exiles  expected  the  liberty  of  expressing  their  opi- 
nions—but  “legitimacy”  has  pursued  them  thither. 
It  is  stated  that  prince  Hardenburg,  the  Prussian 


trick  of  catching  a ball  fired  from  a pistol,  by  | ambassador,  has  presented  an  official  note,  com- 
.some  mistake  handed  a pistol  really  charged,  • plaining  of  a passage  in  his  majesty’s  speecli  at  the 

1 1-  ' opening  of  the  session,  and  the  address  of  tjiecham- 

ex- 


manner  ia  which  the  Prussian  minister  complains  of 
the  declaration  put  forth  respecting  the  treaties, 
and  his  demand  of  e.xplanation. 

According  to  the  last  census,  the  present  popu- 
of  France  is  29,045,099  inhabitants. 


which  being  fired  at  him  killed  him  instantly. 

The  average  price  of  wheat,  Nov.  29th  was  82s.jb‘er  of  deputies  in  reply  to  it.  This  official  has 
9d.  per  quarter,  which  being  2s.  9d.  over  tlie  Tnaxi-]  cited  a strong  sensation  in  Paris,  from  the  emphatic 

7m/m  by  whichHhe  admission  of  foreign  breadstuffs  i> 1 • /- 

is  regulated,  it  is  said  to  be  unquestionable  that  an 
order  of  council  will  be  issued  for  opening  the 
ports. 

About  20  of  the  persons  convicted  of  treason  jlati 
have  been  sent  to  Botany  Bay.  Fans,  December  4.— The  king,  on  the  proposition 

The  British  government  has  contracted  with  thelof  his  minister,  secretary  at  war,  h.as  accepted  the 
emperor  of  Austria  for  300,000  loads  of  timber  i offers  made  by  237  military  men, retired  on  pensions 
from  the  forests  of  Croatia  and  Dalmatia,  for  the  i in  the  several  dep.artments,  to  renounce  the  fifth  of 
use  of  the  navy,  to  be  received  in  part  payment  ofi  their  pensions,  which  had  been  detained  in  the  first 
the  Austrian  debt.  It  is  said  to  be  some  of  the  finest  j quarter  of  1814.  His  majestv  has  seen,  with  satis- 
naval  timber  in  the  world,  and  a contract  has  been  j faction,  their  anxiety  to  concur  i,i  the  relief  of  the 
made  with  two  merchants  for  the  conveyance  of  it  slate.  In  the  dep.ariment  of  the  Oise,  234  militarv 
from  Trieste  and  the  Dalmatian  ports  to  England,  men  have  made  a similar  resignation  in  favor  of  the 

Curious  larv  casa. — A certain  Abraliarn  I’hornton  ’ ' 
was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  young  woman  named 
Ashford,  of  which  he  was  acquitted,  though  proba- 
bly guilty.  The  brother  of  the  unfortunate  girl 
appealed,  and  in  this  case  tlie  old  custom  of  '*tnal  by 
battle'*  came  before  the  court.  The  prisoner  plead 
**not  guilty;  and  I am  ready  to  defend  the  same  roith 
my  body,'*  at  the  same  time  throwing  down  a gaunt- 
lett  or  glove.  Lord  Ellenborough  and  the  rest  of  the 
judges  seem  to  have  been  much  perplexed  with  the 
case;  but  when  the  counsel  for  Ashford  would  have 
set  aside  the  observance  of  an  obsolete  and  barba- 
rous custom,  saying,  that  the  murderer  of  the  sister 
•ught  not  to  be  allowed  to  prove  his  innocence  by 


royal  treasury. 

SV/1T7.EUT.AND. 

The  interesting,  thougli  servile  Swiss,  have,  .at 
the  instigation  of  France  anl  .Vuslrii,  taken 
measures  to  prevent  the  dissemination  of  “revo- 
tionary”  writings,  us  noticed  under  “France.” — 
Yet  the  Swiss  talk  of  their  liberty  and  glory  i:i 
their  Tell,  whose  arrow  reached 'the  heart  of  a 
tyrant. 

nr  SSI  A AND  SPAIN. 

The  facts  respecting  Uie  late  negociations  be- 
tween  Russia  and  Spain,  as  well  as  their  e.xtent  in 
ev(?ry  particular,  are  yet  profound  secrets.  It  i« 

. intimated  tliai  Ferdinand  onlv,  on  the  side  of  Spain, 
murdering  the  brother  also:  his  lordsiiip  said— is  acquainted  with  them.  It  is  hinted  that  tlie 
tjie  law  of  England,  and  lue  must  not  call  it  murder  **  \EnX\s\i  ambassador  at  Madrid  has  pressed  the 
Af  er  many  proceedings  of  a very  curious  character,  1 Spanish  government  as  to  the  reports  he  had 
the  case  was  postponed  to  the  next  term  to  be  Ik  id  heard  about  the  transfer  of  IMinorca,  &c.  m w!tid4 
in  the  present  month,  January.  the  minister,  Fizarro,  said,  in  replv,  there  was  nti 

It  appears  that  the  ast  trial  by  battle  that  was  foundation, 
waged  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  at  Westmin  1 spatn. 

sler  was  13  Eliz.  A.  D.  1571.  This  species  of  trial  | Cadiz  is  in  a most  deplorable  condition,  its  com- 
was  introduced  into  England  among  other  Norman  j merce  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  greate.st  nii::erv 
customs,  by  William  the  conqueror.  The  com- ! prevails  here,' and  in  the  island  where  caotaio.s  Jf 
batants  meet  bare-headed  and  b.;rc-footed— the  royal  men  of  war,  and  royal  brigadiers  lire  se.-n 
appellee  with  his  head  shaved,  the  appellor  as  begging  alms,  in  the  streets.  .Aurora. 
usual,  but  both  dressed  alike.  They  meet  at  sun  Faris,  28.  Tiie  Thoulouse  Jourmd  con- 

nse,  and  fight  with  staves  ef  one  lengUi,  herned  at  tains  the  following  notification.— “Vfe  are  auC.e 
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rized  to  state,  that  according  to  the  new  commu- 
nications which  have  taken  place,  between  the 
ministers  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  French 
ambassador  in  London,  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
English  government  no  longer  to  receive  in  their 
ports  any  Spanish  refugees  who  may  repair 
thither/* 

“SPAHISH  AMBRICA.’* 


A vessel,  prize  of  a Venezuela  privateer,  had 
also  arrived  at  that  port  in  distress — and  a survey 
being  had,  she  was  reported  to  the  government  as 
unfit  to  proceed  on  her  voyage:  on  which  permission 
was  given  to  sell  vessel  and  cargo  at  public  auction; 
and  the  proceeds  after  providing  for  the  support 
of  the  captain  and  his  crew,  were  directed  to  be 
retained  a year  and  a day,  to  allow  the  prize  mas- 


The  Buenos  Ayrean  government  brig  Aguila,  j ter  due  time  to  prove  the  Validity  of  the  capture, 
has  captured  the  Spanish  ship  Perla,  from  Cadiz  ' It  is  stated  that  the  United  States  sloop  of  war, 
for  Lima,  with  a cargo  valued  at  §350,000  and  Hornet  is  under  sailing  orders  for  Cape  Henry, 
sent  her  into  Coquimbo.  j (^  Hayti)  and  that  an  ambassador  will  proceed  in  her 

Several  privateers  were  fitting  out  at  Buenos  to  demand  from  the  king  of  Hayti  indemnification 
Ayres,  A prize  worth  §200,000  had  just  arrived,  for  sequestered  American  property. 

The  two  Portuguese  Indiamen,  worth  five  millions, 


had  been  given  up. 

The  JVational  Intelligencer  says — In  speaking  of 
the  reported  mediation  of  Great  Britain  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies — of  which  we  believe  there 
is  little  doubt — the  National  Advocate,  of  New- 
York,  iakes  this  view  of  the  subject; 

“Nearly  all  the  allied  powers  have  solicited  | our  Register  of  the  17th  ult.  page  3:39.  He  is  one 
Great  Britain,  the  only  efficient  nation,  to  interfere  of  the  vice  presidents.  The  president,  we  believe. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  is  in  ses- 
sion at  Washington.  All  the  judges  are  present. 

Error. — Gen.  Brown  is  not  the  president  of  the 
Jefferson  county  agricultural  society,  as  stated  in 


in  behalf  of  Spain;  this  has  been  refused,  and,  at 
length  they  have  consented  to  hecovne  ^^mediators.** 
This  determination  is  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  pati’iot  c^iuse,  as  it  prevents  the  British  from 
aiding  any  confederacy  against  them — and,  on  the 
contrary  places  that  government  in  a friendly  light. 
In  this  mediation,  Great  Britain  will  not  fail  to  im- 
prove their  commercial  relations,  and,  from  a closer 
examination  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived,  they  will 
keep  Spain  and  her  colonies  at  a respectable  dis- 
tance, an'd  in  the  event  of  independence,  will  claim 
from  the  patriots  the  reward  of  an  advantageous 
neutrality,  and  a profitable  mediation. 

The  following  intelligence,  decisive  of  the  fate 
of  the  unfortunate  Mixa,  is  translated  frorfi  the 
Mexican  gazettes,  received  in  Washington  city. 
From  the  Gazette  Extraordinary  of  Mexico ^ ofJ\''o‘ 
vember  1,  1817. 

SiLAO,  Oct.  27,  1817. 

Most  excellent  s^V— It  is  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sure I communicate  to  your  excellency  that  I have 
taken  prisoner  the  traitor  Mina,  together  with 
twenty-five  of  his  principal  partisans,  at  the  post 
of  Benadito,  appertaining  to  the  plantation  of  Fla- 
chiquera,  where  he  was  stationed  with  200  men. — 
Half  of  them  were  killed,  as  well  as  the  ringleader 
Moreno,  whose  h^ad  I caused  to  be  brought  to  this 
place,  where  1 have  just  arrived.  I will  send  itto 
general  don  Pasqual  Linan  as  soon  as  possible;  and 
I now  anticipate  this  information  to  your  excellen- 
on  amount  of  its  importance.  God  preserve  your 
excellency  many  years. 

FRANCISCO  ORRANTIA. 
Ills  excellency  the  vice  roy 

don  Juan  Jiuiz  de  Jipodaca. 

From  Vera  Cruz,  JVovember  7,  1817. 

Besides  the  capture  of  Mina,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  his  band,  1 have  to  communicate  to  you 
another  important  event;  namely,  that  the  ring- 
leader Bergaru  lias  just  delivered  himself  up,  with 
all  his  men,  to  the  royal  troops  at  Puente  del  Rey, 
by  availing  himself  of  the  Indulto  published  on  the 
occasion  of  the  queen  having  been  happily  deliver- 
ed of  a princess. 

UATTI. 

A Portuguese  vessel,  the  supercargo  and  mate 
being  dead,  and  the  captain  and  several  of  the 
crew  sick,  with  a cargo  of  slaves,  put  into  cape 
Henry-— where  she  was  immediately  seized  by 
the  Haytian  government,  and  the  slaves  were  set 
at  liberty. 


is  Chamount  de  Ray,  esq. 

Maryland.  A bill  has  passed  the  senate  7 to  4 
for  altering  the  constitution  so  as  to  provide  for 
the  election  of  governor  (not  by  the  people)  but  by 
counties,  in  the  manner  the  senate  is  chosen;  and  to 
abolish  the  council. 

A resolution  has  passed  the  house  of  delegates, 
authorizing  and  requiring  the  governor  to  open  a 
correspondence  immediately  with  the  executives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  to  remonstrate 
against  the  protection  given  in  those  states  to  run- 
away negroes,  by  which  serious  inconvenience  is 
experienced  by  the  owners  of  slaves. 

Indian  tvar.  Some  official  papers  relating  to  the 
war  With  the  Seminole  Indians  are  inserted  in  page 
390.  We  have  the  general  order  of  the  governor 
of  Georgia,  calling  out  eight  companies  of  militia, 
at  the  requisition  of  gen.  Gaines,  for  a tour  of  three 
months;  and  it  seems  from  a Knoxville  paper,  that 
gen.  Jackson  is  taking  measures,  by  direction  of 
the  president,  to  finish  this  war  immediately — 
calling  for  1000  mounted  Tennesesans.  That  they, 
added  to  Gaines*  force,  v/ill  soon  finish  it,  cannot 
be  doubted. 

Knoxville,  Jan.  20. — The  Arkansas  delegation  of 
Cherokee  Indians,  whicli  has  been  here  for  some 
days  past,  has  been  clothed  and  equipped  under 
the  superintendence  of  gov.  Mc-VIinn,  for  a visit  to 
Washington  city,  for  which  place  they  left  here  on 
the  16th  inst.  The  object  of  this  delegation,  we 
understand,  is  to  have  an  interview  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  a view  to  obtain  liis 
permission  to  establish  a separate  and  distinct  go- 
vernment for  themselves  in  the  Arkansas  country, 
and  to  dissolve  all  obligations  which  they  have  heite- 
tofore  been  under  to  the  Cl^erokees  who  reside  east 
of  the  Mississippi.  This  object,  should  it  be  ef- 
fected, will  promote  the  emigration  of  the  Chero- 
kees  and  hasten  the  extinguishment  of  their  claim 
to  the  country  in  which  they  now  reside.  This 
event  has  long  and  anxiously  been  looked  for,  and 
cannot  be  less  desirable  to  the  citizens  of  Tennes- 
see than  to  the  officers  of  the  general  government, 
whose  promptitude  and  zeal  in  carrying  the  treaty 
into  eii'ect  is  higlily  characteristic  of  the  rulers  of 
the  people. 

Gov.  Mc.Vlinn,  who  has  been  instructed  by  the 
president  of  the  United  Stales  to  superintend  the 
delivery  of  the  properly  stipulated  to  be  given  to 
the  Arkansas  emigrants,  will  leave  here,  we  under- 
stand, to-morrow  for  the  Cherokee  agency. 


NILB8’  WEEKLY  REGISTER 


SUPPLK.NJENTAKY  TO  NO.  24— N OLUMK  1— NEW  SKUIES. 


THE  PAST — THE  PRESEST — FOU  THE  FUTL’HK. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  BT  H.  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


Duties  on  Iiiipoits. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Sir — I have  just  read  the  twenty-four  ad- 
ditional regulations  proposed  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  for  the  protection  of  the  fair 
trader,  and  to  prevent  miuds  on  the  revenue; 
and  observe  that  many  of  them  are  bottomed 
upon  additional  oaths,  to  be  taken  either  in 
foreign  countries,  or  at  one  of  the  custom- 
houses here.  These  regulations  will,  1 fear, 
rather  tend  to  increase  the  evil,  than  to  eftect  a 
remedy.  Certain  traders  will  continue  to  dis- 
regard consulate  and  custom-house  oaths:  and 
foro-ed  documents,  or  as  they  were  politely 
called,  ^’simulated  papers,”  will  be  connived 
at  by  foreign  governments,  to  enable  their  sub- 
jects to  find  advantageous  markets  for  their 
commodities  in  other  countries.  Every  regu- 


are  correct  as  to  the  (juautity^  and  all  arlicles 
not  contained  in  the  inventories  be  forfeited, 
which  will  be  no  loss  to  the  importer,  as  he 
does  not  acknowledge  them  to  be  his.  If  such 
officers  of  government  are  of  opinion  that  the 
merchant  has  affixed  a price  below  the  real 
value, let  them  order  the  articles  undervalued, 
to  be  sold  at  auction,  after  due  notice;  and  let 
the  merchant  be  paid  his  valuation,  with  an 
addition  of  10  per  cent,  over  and  above,  and 
the  surplus  be  divided  in  certain  pioportions, 
between  the  officers  and  the  government,  if 
the  officers  do  not  take  articles,  which  in  the 
opinion  of  another  person  are  undtrvalucil, 
such  other  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  arti- 
cles, on  his  paying  the  valuation  and  duties, 
and  the  10  per  cent,  over  and  above. 

This  mode  of  procedure  will  make  it  the 
interest  of  the  importing  merchant  to  act  in  a 


lation  to  be  observed  bevond  sea,  and  everv  ...  , • i ^ -p  » /i* 

valuation  to  be  nmile  ami  proven  there,  vvill  •">;  'f  avalue 

only  give  an  additional  advantage  to  the  fo-  “ his  goods  above  their  real  worth,  he  w ill 
reign  speculator  over  the  regulir  American  I “hhged  to  pav  an  increased  duty  on  the 
importing  merchant.  The  foreigner  will  coii-|Jl.“^‘'^'^y?~‘^''^  if  below,  diev  iiiav  t.aken  from 
tiiiue  to  pav  less  duty,  and  the  revenue  andi^^l^^’  entitled  only  to  his  low 

tlie  American  manufacturer  will  continue  to  10  per  cent,  in  addition. 


suffer. 

The  whole  system,  of  adopting  the  valua- 
tions of  other  countries,  is  radically  wrong; 
and  to  have  as  many  prices  and  calculations 
of  duty,  for  the  same  kind  of  goods,  as  there 
are  invoices  arriving  from  foreign  places,  is  an 
absurdity  that  ought  not  to  be  continued.  The 
evil  arose  when  our  trade  was  confined  to  a 
few'  established  merchants  of  known  good 
character,  who  received  their  goods  from  otlier 
established  merchants  in  foreign  countries, 
whose  characters  were  also  known  and  re- 
spected; in  this  state  of  things  there  was  no 


He 

will  be  perfectly  safe  as  to  his  merchandize, 
for  he  can  always  retain  tlie  possession  of  it 
by  the  valuation  he  may  choose  to  affix  to  it; 
and  he  will  not  be  obliged,  as  is  sometimes  flie 
case  at  present, to  paj'  a higher  duty  in  |)ropor- 
tion  than  the  goods  are  leally  worth  at  the 
place  of  importation;  nor  will  the  secrets  of 
his  trade  be  divulged  by  the  exhibition  of 
invoices,  shewing  the  low  prices  of  certain  ar- 
ticles in  foreign  countries. 

I conceive  thattliis  system,  if  adoptetl,  will 
abolish  custom-house  oaths  and  perjuiics  on 
invoices,  and  will  destroy  the  advantage  whidi 


loss  or  inconvenience  from  the  system  adopted!*','®  fraudulent  trader  has  over  the  honest  mei  - 
— but  commerce  has  now  became  widelv  ex-|^^^^^^’  lawful  trade,  discou- 

tended,  and  characters  ofa  different  descrip- smiiggling,  increase  the  revenue,  and 
tion  are  concerned  in  trade,  to  the  great  detri-  manulacturer.  I there- 

ment  of  honest  merchants.  take  the  liberty,  through  the  medium  ot 

To  remedy  the  abuses  complained  of,  and 

for  the  promotion  of  morality  and  economy, members  ot  the  general  go- 

I propose  to  abolish  altogether  the  present  ^ p 

tern  pf^duties,  ad  valorem,  on  foreign  pricesj  ^ '’espectfully,  &c. 

The  following'  was  written  by  a nie>'chant  of  Baltimorey 
in  consequence  of  a general  enquiry  by  the  editor  of 
the  Rfgister,  as  to  die  best  means  of  preventing 


'ified  by  consulate  and  custom-house  oaths,!,, 
and  to  adopt  the  prices  current  at  the  places  of\  ‘ 
importation.  Let  everv  merchant  exhibit  an' 


pxact  inventory  of  every  article,  on  the  day  of'  frauds  on  the  revenue 
its  importation,  or  some  few  days  after;  "and 


let  him  affix  to  each  article  such  value  as  he 
may  choose,  and  let  the  duties  be  paid,  ad  va- 
lorem, on  each,  agreeably  to  such  valuation. 
Let  the  ai  tides  be  strictly  examined  by  offi- 
cers of  government,  to  see" that  tlie  inventori'^« 
Vji..  XUl, 27 


It  is  pleasant  to  observe  that  two  winters  on  this  sub- 
ject, living  nearly  200  miles  apart,  and  without  an y 
possibility  of  compiling  ideas,  have  agreed  on  tie 
great  principle  t'nat  should  be  adopted:  -which,  -we 
believe,  is  the  practice  in  England,  where  such 
things  are  most  carifidfc  i'a'iiined,:}:/!  beit  stidc 
stood. 
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That  the  master,  mate  or  owner,  consignee 
or  agent  of  every  vessel,  whether  i-egistered 
or  enrolled,  shall,  at  the  time  of  clearing  the 
same,  v/hether  for  a foreign  port  or  coastwise, 
severally  make  oath,  that  they  will  not  engage 
ov  be  concerned,  nor  aid,  facilitate  or  softer, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  of  their  crew,  pas- 
sengers, freigiiters  or  shippers,  or  any  person 
whatsoever,  in  embarking, receiving  transport- 
ing, discharging  or  removing,  into,  upon,  or 
Irom  on  board  of  said  vessel,  either  within  or 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  .-tates, 
any  goods  or  merchandize  whatever,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  states,  or  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  revenue: — and  that  if  it  shall 
C(»me  to  their  knowledge  that  any  such  fraud 
shall  be  committed  or  attempted  on  board  of 
said  vessel,  they  will,  witliout  delay,  give  in- 
fonnation  thereof  to  the  proper  authority. 

That  the  manifest  of  inward  cargo  shall 
state,  besides  the  general  report  of  the  cargo, 
what  part,  or  packages,  may  be  stowed  in  the 
cabin,  steerage,  forecastle,  or  other  places  out 
of  the  main  hold;  as  well  as  all  packages  of 
baggage  and  the  list  of  the  vessel’s  stores  re- 
maining:— and  this  manifest  to  be  delivered  to 
the  boarding  officer. 

lhat  tiie  master  of  every  vessel  be  required 
to  take,  at  the  time  of  signing  a bill  of  lading 
tor  goods  at  a foreign  port,  a detailed  invoice 
thereof  from  the  shipper;  and  that  he  shall,  on 
ar;  ival  at  the  port  of  entry  in  the  United  States, 
deliver  to  the  collector,  with  the  manifest  of 
the  cargo,  all  the  invoices  thereof;  and  make 
oath  that  they  are  the  very  original  ones  he 
received  and  have  undergone  no  alteration 
whatever. 

That  it  shall  be  obligatory  on  the  collector  to 
have  a part  of  the  number  of  packages  of  every 
invoice  opened,  and  the  contents  accurately 
examined  to  verify  the  invoice. 

That,  when  several  articles  of  different 
denominations  shall  be  included  in  the  same 
package,  subject  to  different  rates  of  duty,  the 
duty  on  the  whole  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  duty  on 
the  article  therein  most  heavily  imposed. 

That  in  case  of  ad  valorem  duties,  the  value 
of  the  goods  shall  be  estimated  at  what  may  be 
considered  the  real  value  or  price  at  the  port 
of  importation,  without  any  deduction  or  al- 
lowance whatever: 

AVith  the  original  invoice  the  importer, own- 
er or  consignee,  shall  declare  and  express  in 
his  entry  a valuation  of  the  goods,  according 
to  the  value  thereof  at  the  port  of  importation; 
and  if  the  collector  shall  believe  that  such  valu- 
ation is  less  than  the  true  value,  he  may  detain 
the  goods  in  the  custom-house  stores,  or  else- 
where, and  within  ten  dai/s  thereafter  take  full 
possession  of  said  goods,  for  the  United  States, 
by  paying  the  impoi  ter,  owner,  or  consignee 
as  aforesaid,  tlie  amount  of  valuation,  and  10 
per  cent,  additional  thereto,  without  any  other 


And,  on  the  sale  of  those  goods,  if  there  be 
any  surplus  above  the  value  before  ascertained 
and  paid  to  the  said  i\nporter,  one  half  thereof 
shall  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  collector  (and  his 
appraisers,)  and  the  other  half  for  the  United 
States. 

That  if  tlie  importer,  owner  or  consigne.e 
make  oath  that  he  has  no  invoice  and  cannot 
ascertain  the  value,  the  goods  shall  be  depo- 
sited in  the  custom-house  stores,  and  there  ap- 
praised according  to  the  real  value  thereof  at 
the  place  of  importation — and  be  subject  to 
double  the  rate  of  duty  per  tariff*. 

That  to  encourage  domestic  manufactures, 
no  debenture  shall  be  allowed  on  the  exporta- 
tion ol  the  following  description  of  foreign 
manufactures  **************' 


Manufactures. 

The  power  of  the  reasoning  of  the  following  me- 
morial has  induced  the  editor  to  postpone  some 
inferior  remarks  of  his  own  respecting  manufac- 
tures. He  recommends  it  to  the  attention  of 
every  one  of  his  readers — and  would  draw  the 
public  mind  to  a consideration  of  the  important 
fact  stated,  that  in  the  county  of  Oneida  the 
enormous  sum  of  600,000  dollars  is  invested  in 
manufacturing  establishments!  What  then  must 
be  the  value  of  such  establishments  in  the 
United  States?  How  will  our  boasted  b\isiness 
about  shipping  and  commerce  sink,  when  its  ca- 
pital is  compared  with  that  invested  in  manufac- 
tures!— 'I'his  great  national  interest  must  be  pro- 
tected. 

We  have  also  a copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  Dela- 
ware society  for  the  promotion  of  American  ma- 
nufactures— and  shall  insert  it  as  soon  as  we  can. 
We  are  informed,  that  the  manufactures  on  the 
Brandywine,  near  Wilmington,  now  paralized, 
have  disbursed  more  than  half  a million  of  dollars, 
annually,  “merely  in  wages  and  the  produce  of 
tlie  neighboring  country.” 

A memorial  presented  to  the  senate  of  the  United 
States,  January  7,  1818. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  in  congress 
assembled,  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Oneida,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  as 
well  manufacturers  as  others, 

RESPECTFULLr  SHEWETH: 

That  the  above  county  contains  a greater  number 
of  manufacturing  establishments,  of  cotloit  and 
woolen,  than  any  county  in  the  slate,  there  b»  ing 
invested  in  said  establishments  at  least  600,006 
dollars. 

That  although  the-  utmost  efforts  h.ave  been 
made  by  the  proprietors  to  sustain  tiiose  estab- 
lishments, their  efforts  have  proved  fruitless:  and 
more  than  three  fourths  of  the  factories  remain 
necessarily  closed,  some  of  the  proprietors  being 
wholly  ruined,  and  others  struggling  under  the 
greatest  embarrassments. 

In  this  alarming  situation,  we  beg  leave  to  make 
a last  appeal  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  - 
While  we  make  this  appeal,  the  present  crisis,  the 
extensive  embarrassments  in  most  of  the  great  de- 
partments of  industry,  as  well  as  the  peculiar 
difficulty  in  affording  immediate  relief  to  manufac- 
tures, are  fully  seen  and  appreciated.^  Yet  your 
petitioners  cannot  believe  that  the  legisUtiire  of 
the  union  will  remain  an  indifferent  spectator  of 
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the  wide  spread  ruin  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
look  on,  and  see  a great  branch  of  industry,  of  the 
utmost  importance  in  every  community,  prostrated 
under  circumstances  fatal  to  all  future  attempts 
at  revival,  wihout  a further  effort  for  relief.  We 
Would  not  magnify  the  subject,  vviiich  we  now 
present  to  congress,  beyond  its  just  merits,  when 
we  state  it  to  be  one  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
the  future  interest  and  welfare  of  the  United 
States. 

Before  we  proceed  further,  and  at  the  very 
tJireshold,  we  disclaim  all  legislative  patronage  or 
favor  to  any  particular  class  or  branch  of  industry 
at  the  expense  of  the  other  classes  in  the  commu- 
nity. We  ask  of  congress  the  adoption  of  no  mea- 
sure, for  the  relief  of  manufacturers,  which  is  not 
decincd  consistent  with  sound  national  policy  and 
the  best  interests  of  the  United  States  at  large. — 
But  if  a compliance  wit!)  our  prayers  be  the  dictate 
of  wisdom,  and  for  the  public  good;  if  our  applica- 
tion be  justified  by  the  examples  of  all  wise  and 
patriotic  states;  if  no  government  of  modern  Europe 
is  so  short  sighted,  or  regardless  of  its  duties,  as 
uol  to  constantly  watch  over,  and  yield  a steady  and 
protecting  support  to  the  manufacturers  of  the 
state,  we  humbly  hope  this  appeal  in  behalf  of 
American  manufactures  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 

That  clothing  for  our  citizens  in  peace,  and  our 
army  and  navy  in  war,  are  indispensable,  and  that 
the  necessary  supply  should  be  independent  of 
foreign  nations,  are  positions  that  will  be  contro- 
verted by  none.  The  last  war  afforded  most  la- 
mentable proof:  your  soldiers,  exposed  to  the 
inclemencies  of  a northern  climate,  were  at  timet 
f»und  fighting  in  their  ranks  almost  naked.  It 
will  not  escape  observation  that  national  collision 
and  hostility  are  most  likely  to  arise  with  that  na- 
tion from  whom  our  supplies  are  principally  deri- 
ved, and  that  the  operations  of  war  must  be  prose- 
cuted on  the  ocean;  hence  regular  supplies  being 
cut  off,  smuggling,  violatiorw  of  law,  with  all  the 
concomitant  evils  experienced  in  the  late  war,  are 
the  certain  consequences.  The  same  disgraceful 
scenes  are  to  be  acted  over  and  over  again,  to  the 
deep  reproach  of  the  country.  If  the  present  manu- 
factories are  suffered  to  fall,  the  government  will 
look  in  vain  for  means  to  avert  those  calamities. — 
Surrounded  with  many  embarrassments,  govern- 
ment, during  the  war,  saw  fit  to  encourage  manu 
facturlng  establishments;  and  those  who  embarked 
their  capital,  it  is  humbly  conceived,  were  war- 
ranted in  the  expectation  of  such  continuing  sup 
port  of  government  as  should  protect  their  interest 
against  that  foreign  rivalship  and  hostilty  which  is 
now  operating  to  their  ruin.  They  had  a right,  as 
they  conceive,  to  expect  this  from  what  govern- 
mentowed  to  itself  and  to  the  Independence  and 
best  interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  from  the 
example  of  other  nations  in  like  circumstances. 

In  reviewing  the  discussions  on  this  great  ques- 
tion, your  petitioners  feel  themselves  justified  in 
saying,  that  the  question  has  not  been  at  all  times 
fairly  met  on  its  true  merits.  We  liave  been  con- 
strained to  witness  alarm  sounded,  as  though  a new 
principle  w'as  to  be  introduced,  and  the  country 
now,  for  the  first  time,  taxed  for  the  mere  benefit 
of  manufactories.  What  can  be  more  untrue  and 
unjust.'*  We  need  not  remind  the  honorable  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  of  what  is.  known  to 
all,  that  from  the  first  establishment  of  the  govern- 
ment, special  regard  has  been  had,  in  laying  im- 
posts and  taxes,  to  the  protection  of  domestic  ma- 
nufactures, by  increasing  the  duties  on  imported  ar- 
ticle*>  coming  in  competition.  Again  the  tariff,  in 


protecting  manufactures,  has  been  represented  as 
taxing  the  farmer  and  planter  for  the  benefit  of  the 
manufacturer;  and  hence  attempts  have  been  made 
to  excite  popular  prejudice  against  the  latter.  We 
need  not  dwell  on  this  topic,  in  showing  how  )in- 
just  to  individuals  and  injurious  to  the  country  the 
charge  is.  As  it  respects  the  manufacturing  dis 
tricts  of  the  United  States,  their  is  no  distinct 
class  of  manufacturers,  nosep  ira’ion  of  the  m-nm- 
Factiirer  and  fanner:  it  is  the  farmer  himself  w!io 
is  the  nvinufacturer;  he  invests  his  money  In  manu- 
facturrig  stock.  With  the  exception  of  a few  f.ic 
tories,  in  or  near  the  great  towns,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  manufacturing  slock  will  be  found  in  the 
hand.s  of  the  farmer. 

Between  different  districts  or  states,  one  manu- 
facturing and  the  other  not,  a different  question 
arises,  which  resolves  itself  into  a mere  equality 
or  apportionment  of  taxes  on  the  different  parts  of 
the  union;  and  here  it  will  be  seen,  on  a view  of 
the  whole  system  of  impost  and  taxes,  that  no  in- 
justice  is  done,  as  the  manufacturing  districts  have, 
and  still  do,  contribute  their  full  proportion  to  the 
public  treasury.  Of  the  internal  taxes  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  they  have  paid  an  amount  greatly  be- 
yond the  numerical  standard  or  rule  of  apportion- 
ment prescribed  by  the  constitution.  The  fact  is 
not  here  mentioned  for  tlie  purpose  of  complaint, 
but  to  show  how  fallacious  it  is  to  select  the  duty 
on  a particular  article,  to  settle  the  quesiion  of 
equality  in  the  general  apportionment  of  taxes. — 
We  might  again  confidently  appeal  to  the  tariff  of 
imports,  and  ask  if  the  duty  is  not  greater  on  many 
other  articles  than  on  imported  cloths  (with  the 
exception  of  certain  coarse  and  almost  useless  cot- 
tons of  the  East  Indies.)  This  is  believed  to  be  the 
case  with  mojt  of  the  specific  duties,  and  eminent- 
ly so  in  some  instances.  Were  the  government  to 
proceed  much  farther  than  is  now  contemplated, 
and  bestow  premiums  for  the  encouragement  of 
p;0’ticular  branches  of  industry,  examples  to  justi- 
fy the  measure  would  be  found  in  the  wisest  and 
best  administered  governments.  While  the  provi- 
sion in  the  constitution,  prohibiting  any  duty  on  ex- 
ports^ favors  the  great  staple  productions  of  the 
south,  it  injures  the  domestic  manufacturer,  and 
is  subversive  of  the  great  principle  adopted  by 
most  nations  to  restrain  the  export  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial necessary  in  manufactures.  But  neither  of  this 
provision  do  your  petitioners  complain. 

We  hope  to  find  excuse  in  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  for  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress  the  following  principles  of  political  economy, 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  most  enlightened 
governments,  and  are  deemed  not  altogether  inap- 
plicable to  the  United  States: 

That  the  public  good  requires  of  government  to  re- 
strain^  by  duties^  the  importation  of  articles  which  may 
be  produced  at  home^  and  to  manufacture  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  raw  material  of  the  country. 

That  the  branches  of  industry  particularly  necessa- 
ry or  useful  to  the  independence  of  the  community 
ought  to  be  encouraged  by  government. 

That  the  most  disadvantageous  commerce  is  that 
which  exchanges  the  raw  material  for  manufactured 
goods. 

That  any  nation  who  should  open  its  ports  to  all  fo^ 
reign  importations^  without  a reciprocal  privilege, 
would  soon  he  ruined  by  the  balance  of  trade. 

The  policy  of  Great  Britain,  in  suiiport  of  which, 
no  wars,  however  bloody,  no  expense,  however 
enormous,  are  too  great  a sacrifice,  ought  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  United  States.  That  iiuti  m 
assumes  to  manufacture  fsr  (til  hut  will  re- 
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ceive  the  manvfactures  of  none.  So  tenacious,  so 
jealous  is  she  of  the  first  dawnings  of  manufactures 
elsewhere,  that  she  binds  even  the  hands  of  her 
own  colonists.  The  jealousy  of  parliament  was  ex- 
cited. nearly  a century  ago,  by  the  petty  hat  manu- 
factory of  Massachusetts;  and  an  act  of  parliament 
actually  passed,  in  the  reign  of  George  the  second, 
prohibiting  the  erection  of  furnaces,  in  British 
America,  for  slitting  iron. 

The  great  Chatham,  the  least  hostile  to  British 
America  of  British  ministers,  in  his  speech  in  the 
liouse  of  lords,  on  the  address  to  the  throne,  in 
1770,  expressed  liis  utmost  alarm  at  the  first  ef- 
forts at  manufactures  in  America. 

Mr,  Brovigham,  a distinguished  member  of  the 
Bri'ish  parliament,  recently  declared  in  his  place, 
that  it  was  well  worth  while,  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war,  to  incur  a loss  on  the  exportation  to  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  stifle  in  the  cradle  our 
ri=:ingmanufi.ctures.  It  is  in  vain  for  any  man  to  shut 
his  eyes  against  the  active  rivalship  and  persever- 
ing hostility  of  British  manufactures;  and  when 
the  capital,  the  deep  rooted  establishments,  the 
improved  machinery  and  the  skill  of  the  British 
manufacturer,  protected  as  he  always  is  by  the  go- 
vernment, are  considered,  it  ought  not  to  excite 
surprise  that  the  American  manufacturer,  without 
the  support  of  his  government,  is  found  unequal 
to  the  contest.  But  yielding  to  manufactories  rea- 
sonable support  in  their  infancy,  the  government 
will  at  no  distant  period,  find  them  able  to  defend 
themselves  against  foreign  competition  and  hostili- 
ty, and  at  the  same  time  make  ample  returns  to 
the  nation  for  its  protecting  kindness. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  former  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
of  sir  James  Stewart,  that  no  neio  manufactory  can 
be  established,  in  the  present  state  of  the  toorld,  -with' 
out  encouragement  from  government. 

It  cost  the  English  parliament  a struggle  of  forty 
years,  commencing  in  the  reign  of  Edward  third, 
to  get  the  better  of  the  established  manufactures 
of  Flanders.  It  is  believed  that  much  less  encou- 
ragement from  government  would  place  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  United  States  on  a secure  founda- 
tion. While  the  writers  of  that  nation  are  seen  to 
highly  commend  the  principle  of  Adam  Smith,  that 
industry  ought  to  be  lefc  to  pursue  its  ov/n  course, 
without  the  interference  of  the  legislature,  the  go- 
vernment has,  at  all  times,  and  under  every  vicis- 
situde, turned  a deaf  ear  to  the  lesson,  as  though 
it  were  intended  for  other  nations,  and  carried  le- 
gislative regulations  in  every  department  and  ave- 
nue of  industry.  The  British  statute  book  groans 
under  those  regulations.  The  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment has  proved  triumphant;  immeasurable 
wealth  flowed  in  upon  the  nation,  giving  it  a power 
ai'.d  control  over  other  nations  never  before  attain- 
v' d,  and  so  long  enjoyed  by  any  people  so  inconsi- 
derable in  numbers. 

But  let  no  one  imagine  that  a general  system  of 
manufactures  is  now  proposed  to  be  introduced 
juto  the  United  States.  We  would  be  understood 
as  limiting  our  views  to  the  manufactories  already 
established;  to  save  those,  which  have  not  already 
iallen,  from  the  vuin  which  threatens  them. 

After  all  that  the  present  manufactories  can  sup- 
ply there  will  remain  to  foreign  importation  an 
amount,  it  is  believed,  equal,  if  not  exceeding  the' 
means  of  the  country  to  pay  for.  That  importation,! 
let  it  be  remembered,  will  be  mostly  from  a coun-j 
try  which  shuts  her  ports  against  the  productions! 
of  the  United  States,  and  keep  them  so,  unless  the 
of  her  ciariufiicipries,  or  hanger  and  se-' 


dition  opens  them;  and  tlien  the  fatal  sw^pension  of- 
ten proves,  as  the  experience  of  the  ill-fated  ship- 
pers of  bread  stufls,  the  present  year,  will  attest,  a 
mere  decoy  to  ruin.  Lord  Sheffield,  in  the  year 
1783,  declared  that,  except  in  time  of  war,  tliere 
never  was  a market  for  American  wheat  in  Great 
Britain,  exceeding  three  or  four  years  in  the  whole. 

There  was  a time  when  the  balance  of  trade,  be- 
lieved in  both  countries  to  ba  generally  against  the 
United  States,  was,  in  some  degree  satisfied  or 
counter  balanced  by  a favorable  trade  with  tlie 
West  Indies;  but  a recent  change  of  policy  in  the 
British  councils  has  cut  off*  that  resource,  and  the 
parent  state  prefers  exposing  her  colonies  to  starv- 
ing, rather  than  open  her  ports  to  American  com- 
merce. 

It  is  obvious  how  much  that  government  presumes 
on  its  advantages  over  us,  on  the  predilection  of 
our  citizens  for  British  manufactures,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  liberal  purchases  in  the  south  of  the 
material  for  her  cotton  manufactures. 

We  hope  to  be  excused  in  repelling  the  unwar- 
rantable imputation  bestowed  on  manufactories  of 
woolen  and  cotton  as  being  injurious  to  the  health 
and  morals  of  the  community.  On  this  point  we  may 
content  ourselves  with  referring  to  the  healthful 
sites  of  our  factories,  the  spacious  work  rooms, (re- 
quired by  the  necessary  machinery,)  and  appeal  to 
every  man  who  has  visited  a factory,  for  testimony 
against  the  imputation.  What  is  the  experience 
on  the  subject?  Scotland  manufactures  not  only 
what  is  required  for  its  inhabitants,  but  about  five 
millions  of  dollars  annually  in  the  article  of  cotton 
alone,  for  exportation,  and  yet,  in  both  its  physi- 
cal and  moral  character,  that  nation  sustains  a high 
elevation.  We  look  in  vain  for  evidence  that  the 
arms  of  Scotchmen  have  been  withered  by  their 
manufactories,  nor  do  we  recollect  the  field  of  bat- 
tle in  Europe  where  the  arms  of  any  nation  were 
found  stronger  in  conflict 

To  swell  the  tide  of  prejudice  against  manufac- 
tures, it  is  said  that  unreasonable  prices  for  gaods 
were  demanded  at  the  period  of  the  late  war.  To 
reason  with  such  objections  would  be  a mere  waste 
oftime.  We  might  ask  what  merchant,  mechanic 
or  farmer,  in  any  age  or  country,  ever  forbore  to 
raise  his  prices  according  to  the  demand  in  the  mar- 
ket? It  enters  into  first  principles.  Did  the  importer 
treble  his  first  cost  on  his  cloths,  even  on  smuggled 
goods,  and  does  he  make  the  charge  of  extortion 
against  the  manufacturers?  The  war  unhinged 
every  thing,  and  changed  the  whole  order  of  socie- 
ty and  course  of  business. 

It  might  have  been  expected,  that  the  present 
fallen  condition  of  our  manufactures  would  have 
soothed  prejudice  and  disarmed  hostility.  With 
all  their  alleged  war  profits,  there  are  now  none 
so  poor.  Is  it  not  seen,  that  the  destruction  of 
the  present  manufactories  must  inevitably  pro- 
duce the  same  evils  of  extravagant  prices  in  the 
event  of  a future  war,  as  were  experienced  in  the 
last? 

As  to  the  imputed  effect  of  the  tariff,  in  enhanc- 
ing the  prices  of  imported  goods,  it  is  believed 
that  goods  were  never  so  low  as  under  the  ope- 
ration of  the  present  duties;  and,  so  far  as  com- 
petition between  domestic  and  foreign  goods  has 
contributed  to  this,  credit  is  justly  due  to  our  ma- 
nufacturers. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  entire  industry  of  the 
country  may  be  most  profitably  exerted  in  clear- 
ing and  cultivating  our  extended  vacant  lands.-— 
But  what  does  it  avail  the  farm.r,  when  neither  in 
the  nation  from  which  he  purchases  his  goods  or 
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elsewhere,  can  he  find  a mirket  for  his  abandanl 
crops.  Besides,  tlie  diversion  of  labor  from  agri- 
culture to  manufactures  is  scarcely  perceptible. 
Five  or  six  adults  with  the  aid  of  children  will 
manage  a cotton  manufactory  of  two  thousand 
spindles. 

From  the  gloomy  condition  of  our  manufacturers, 
the  mind,  turning  to  another  quarter,  is  cheered 
with  the  brightest  prospects  of  others.  In  the 
more  southern  states,  it  is  believed  that  the 
amount  received,  during  the  last  year,  from  the 
export  of  two  or  tliree  articles  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce only,  exceeds  forty  millions  of  dollars. 

An  appeal  is  4iade  to  the  equity,  to  the  patri- 
otism, of  the  southern  statesman:  his  aid  and  co- 
operation is  invoked  for  the  relief  of  the  suffer- 
ing manufacturers  of  the  northern  and  middle 
states. 

In  conclusion,  your  petitioners  humble  pray,  that 
provision  may  be  made  by  law,  for  making  the  pre- 
sent duties  on  imported  woolens  and  cottons  per- 
manent: for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  cotton 
goods  beyond  the  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  con- 
sumption or  use  in  the  United  States,  (according 
to  the  example  of  several  Kuropean  governments;) 
for  restraining  auction  sales  of  goods,  and  tor  the 
more  general  introduction  and  use  of  domestic 
goods  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 

October  1,  1817. 


British  sulijects  at  New- York. 

FROM  THE  COLUMBIAN. 

In  conformity  with  public  notice,  a meeting  of 
the  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  opposed 
to  the  '^political  address  of  condolence**  adopted  by 
some  **loyal  Bntish  sjibjects,**  for  the  purpose  of 
evincing  their  attachment  to  the  ‘^Illustrious  house 
of  Bruns-wick**  and  the  consequent  blessings  of  its 
virtuous  administration  of  the  constitution  of  king^ 
lords  and  commons,  was  held  at  Dooley’s  long 
room,  about  two  weeks  ago. 

A respectable  audience  of  between  2 and  300 
persons  attended;  Mr.  Thomas  Bryan  was  unani- 
mously called  to  the  chair. — After  he  had  concise- 
ly stated  the  object  of  the  meeting; 

Mr.  \Vm.  Clark  came  forward  and  observed,  that 
he  held  in  his  hand  the  copy  of  the  protest  which 
was  intended  for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting, 
but  before  he  proceeded  to  read  it,  he  thought  it 
necessary  that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  the 
“address  of  condolence”  which  had  been  acceded 
to  by  some  of  his  countrymen,  at  the  British  consu- 
late office;  he  here  read  the  address  as  follows: — 
“7’o  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent.** 

“We, his  majesty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  now 
resident  in  the  city  of  New-York,  beg  leave  to  ex- 
press our  most  sincere  and  most  hearty  sympathy 
in  the  recent  bereavment  of  the  royal  family;  but 
we  trust  that  Divine  Providence  will  enable  your 
royal  highness,  and  all  the  other  members  of  your 
illustrious  house,  to  see  his  hand  in  the  calamitous 
event,  and  that  the  loyalty,  spirit,  and  attachment 
of  the  British  people  will  enable  them  to  surmount 
this  as  they  have  surmounted  other  great  and  try- 
ing evils,  and  hand  down  to  the  latest  jjosterity, 
unimpaired,  that  constitution  of  king,  lords,  ami 
commons,  which  has  in  times  of  unexampled  ditfi- 
culty  and  danger,  proved  not  only  the  safe  guard 
of  the  British  people;  but  tiie  delivery  of  Europe, 
and  the  world;  ami  above  all,  we  trust  that  our  glo- 
rious constitution  (more  dear  to  us  by  absence  and 
experience)  will  continue  to  flourish  under  the  star 
of  Brunswick,  which  has  lighted  it  to  his  present 


pre-eminence  in  glory,  a glory  far  transcending 
that  of  any  nation  that  has  yet  appeared  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  world.” 

This  is  the  address  (said  Mr.  Clark)  which  h<s 
been  got  up  by  the  British  consid — who  has  called 
upon  all  “loyal  British  subjects”  to  come  forward 
and  sign;  and  truly  many  worthy  and  patriotic^pef- 
sons,  had  unsuspectedly  obeyed  the  call,  and  at- 
tached their  names  thereto,  without  having  any 
idea  that  it  contained  any  thing  but  mere  condolence 
(for  the  address  was  never  made  public)  who  af- 
terwards lamented  that  they  been  caught  in  this 
political  trap — he  himself  had  known  several  instan- 
ces of  the  kind — would  mention  one;  an  acquain- 
tance of  his,  who  had  signed  tlie  address,  subse- 
quently discovered  the  cheat,  and  in  order  to  make 
as  much  amends  as  possible  for  his  involvintary 
fault,  offered  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of  con- 
vening the  present  meeting,  (here  was  a cry  of 
name,  name  from  a person  in  the  room)  it  was  not 
necessary  to  name  the  individual  he  had  alluded 
to,  but  he  would  assure  that  incredulous  gentle- 
man, that  what  he  asserted  was  true;  the  person 
he  meant  wished  his  name  not  to  be  introduced,  as 
it  would  follow  he  was  easily  duped  by  the  artifices 
of  a man  in  office. 

Mr.  Savage  next  addressed  the  meeting,  and  stat- 
ed that  he  never  before  had  come  fdrward  publicly 
to  express  his  opinion,  and  he  trusted  that  his  first 
effort  would  be,  by  a British  audience,  treated 
with  that  candor  that  he  before  had  witnessed  to- 
wards others.  Before  any  decision  was  taken,  as 
to  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  protest,  he  wished 
to  make  a few  remarks.  lie  thought  it  incumbent 
on  every  Briton  to  do  his  utmost  to  prevent  the 
“loyal  address”  from  being  sent  to  England,  as  the 
general  act  of  the  British  inhabitants  ofJS’^ew  York. 
— Abortive  attempts  had  been  made  to  prevent 
this  meeting;  a correspondent  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers,  had  stigmatized  the  objects  of  this  assem 
bly  as  being  “brutal”and  had  hinted  at  tlie  propri  - 
ety of  the  interference  of  the  magistrates  to  pre- 
vent a meeting,  which  he  affected  to  suppose  wa.s 
for  the  purpose  of  exulting  in  the  death  of  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte;  but  this  was  foreign  to  the  purpo.se 
of  those  who  called  the  meeting.  No  man  would 
withhold  his  sympathy  at  the  melancholy  event  of 
the  death  of  the  princess,  and  had  the  framers  of 
the  “loyal  address,”  confined  themselves  simply  to 
this,  the  present  meeting  would  not  have  been 
called  together  to  oppose  them.  It  is  our  duty, 
under  existing  circumstances,  to  show  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  that  we  have  not  forgotten  th.ein; 
that  although  we  were  by  distresses  (which  have 
been  brought  upon  our  country  by  the  villainous 
oligarchy  who  misgoverned  it,)  Induced  to  leave 
our  dearest  connections  and  friend.s,  we  still  loved 
that  country,  whilst  we  haled  its  oppressors.  I 
must  now  propose  that  all  citizens  of  this  country 
will  withdraw,  as  this  meeting  ought  to  consist  of 
British  subjects,  (several  persons  then  witlidrew) 
— he  then  concluded  by  seconding  the  address. 

The  chairman  wislied  Mr.  Clark  to  read  the  pro- 
test, each  paragraph  to  be  put  separately  to  the 
vote,  which  he  did;  at  the  end  of  each  sentence  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  enth’isiastic  ai  phiuse  o ' 
the  assembly;  it  was  unanimously  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  five  non  contents)  agreed  to. 

i'UUTEST. 

We, 'the  undersigned  natives  of  Great  Britiiu;  and 
Ireland, at  present  residing  in  ihe  city  o.''  N ew-Vorl: 
in  tlie  name  of  the  above  meeting,  liave  seen  with 
a mixture  of  contempt  and  indignation,  an  “ad 
dre.ss  of  condolence”  to  the  prince  regent  of  Eng 
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land,  emanating  from  an  officer  of  that  government 
which  has  brought  our  country  to  bankruptcy  and 
wretchedness,  by  the  unjust  and  wicked  counsels 
of  the  members  of  what  ought  to  be  the  people’s 
guardian,  the  house  of  commons;  four  hundred  and 
eighty-  six  of  vvliom  are  returned  by  corrupt  influ- 
ence; upwards  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  of  what 
are  called  the  representatives  of  the  people^  are  sent 
to  that  “sink  of  corruption,”  by  seventy-one  peers 
oF  the  realm,  who  have  seats  in  what  is  insultingly 
styled  the  upper  hotise^  or  as  Fayette  ludicrously 
named  it,  the  “hereditary  house  of  lertslators.” 

We  assert  decidedly  and  unequivocally,  that  we 
are  ashamed  of  the  conduct  of  our  countrymen  who 
could  be  so  weak  or  so  base  as  to  agree  to,  and 
sign  an.address  of  condolence  to  the  regent  on  the 
death  of  his  daughter,  when  it  must  on  a moment’s 
consideration,  have  occurred  to  them  that  the 
father,  the  prince  regent  of  England,  has  endea- 
voured to  bastardize  the  late  princess  Charlotte  of 
Saxe  Coburg,  by  producing  persons  to  swear  that 
the  mother,  his  wife,  the  princess  of  Wales,  had 
been  guilty  of  adultry* — when  it  must  have  oc- 
curred to  that  portion  of  the  meeting  who  are  still 
Englishmen,  who  met  at  his  Britannic  majesty’s  con- 
sul’s  office  in  Broad  street  New-York,  where  the  ad- 
dress of  condolence  was  passed,  that  the  young  prin- 
cess made  her  escape  from  her  father’s  palace,  to  a- 
void  his  (the  prince  regent’s)  treatment,  and  those 
under  him,  to  her;  she  was  compelled  to  endure,  not 
only  the  company  of  a disagreeable  old  woman  who 
was  an  enemy  of  her  mother’s,buther  ill  usage  also; 
she  that  neverhad  been  out  alone,  and  never  walked 
the  streets  of  London  by  herself,  wisely  sought  her 
safety  by  flying  to  the  protection  of  an  injured  and 
innocent  mother:  this  she  did  by  going  into  the 
street  and  hiring  a hackney  coach  to  take  her  to 
Blackheath,  where  her  affectionate  mother  resided. 

Taking  as  we  ought  the  above  circumstances  in- 
to our  consideration,  we  highly  disapprove  of  vot- 
ing him  an  “address  of  condolence”  on  the  death 
of  a good  and  amiable  daughter,  that  he  the  re- 
gent had  so  cruelly  treated  while  alive. 

Because  we  cannot  on  the  present  occasion  avoid 
making  some  observations  on  what  the  adulatory, 
fawningandsycophantic  address  of  interested  men, 
amongst  whom  are  those  who  had  disowned  their 
country,  and  taken  a false  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
American  government,  say  of  the  “star  of  Bruns- 


*We  have  for  many  years  heard  it  stated  as  an 
acknordedged  fact,  and  never  knew  the  contrary  in- 
sinuated, that  the  prince  regent,  immediately  after 
the  consummation  of  his  marriage,  openly  and  pub- 
liclu  spoke  of  his  wife  as  if  she  then  -was  what  he 
afterwards  attempted  to  prove  her  to  be.  In  this 
attempt  he  failed— and  though  the  public  has  not 
thought  that  the  wife  was  altogether  faultless,  most 
persons  have  believed  she  was  “more  sinned 
against  than  sinning.”  The  matrimonial  connection 
existed  but  a very  short  time  between  the  parties. 
They  were  hardly  joined  before  it  was  resolved 
that  they  should  part. 

Taking  the  facts  that  are  known,  together  with 
those  that  are  so  confidently  stated,  and  consider- 
ing the  wliole  of  the  conduct  of  the  regent  towards 
his  wife  and  her  child,  it  is  not  easy  to  apprehend 
he  ever  believed  that  the  deceased  Charlotte 
Vva.i  really  liis  daughter,  though  reasons  of  state 
arising  i roru  the  strange  situation  of  the  “family,” 
Indviced  him  to  acknowledge  her  as  such:  nor  is  it 
possible  thac  that  daughter  could  have  respected 
loved  the  persecutor  of  an  affectionate  mother. 

Edv  Reo-. 


wick,”  which  has  lighted  it(England)  to  \X&  present 
prc-emmence  in  glory”  ! ! ! 

Because  we  cannot  see  the  glory  of  being  plung- 
ed in  debt  upwards  of  a thousand  millions  of 
pounds,  taking  from  the  people  foiUy  five  millions 
sterling  yearly  to  pay  its  interest — we  cannot  see 
that  it  is  GLORY,  when  four  millions  of  our  country 
men  are  paupers, occasioned  by  unjust,  unnecessary 
and  bloody  wars,  entered  into  by  the  Boroughmon- 
gers,  through  the  medium  of  the  king,  and  not  by 
the  people,  who  have  to  defray  the  expense,  to 
force  upon  a brave  nation  a family  they  abhorred; 
we  cannot  see  that  it  is  glory,  to  have  been  the 
cause  of  restoring  the  “beloved  .Ferdinand,”  and 
with  him  the  inquisition,  which  Napoleon  had  de- 
stroyed— we  cannot  see  that  it  is  glory,  to  keep  a 
magnanimous  and  conquered  foe,  a close  prisoner 
at  St.  Helena,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  for  no 
other  reason,  than,  that  we  have  the  power  to  do 
it — we  Cannot  see  that  it  is  glory,  for  the  people  of 
England  to  be  taxed  to  support  an  army  of  merce- 
naries, to  keep  on  the  throne  of  his  blood-stained 
ancestors,  Louis  the  eighteenth. 

Because  we  cannot  see  that  it  is  glory  which 
compels  so  many  of  our  countrymen  to  leave  their 
relations,  their  friends,  and  all  that  are  dear  to 
them,  to  leave  what  is  sacred  to  every  Briton,  his 
country — to  seek  in  the  cities  and  wilds  of  America 
that  protection,  liberty,  and  comfort,  which  is  not 
to  be  enjoyed  in  our  own  country.  We  cannot  see 
that  it  is  GLORY  for  such  men  as  Liverpool,Sidmouth, 
Castlereagh,  Canning,  and  others,  to  employ  spies 
and  informers  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  to  seduce 
the  innocent  and  then  betray  them,  as  has  been 
done  and  acknowledged  by  ministers  themselves, 
in  order  that  they  might  hold  their  usurped  and  un» 
merited  places,  pensions  and  sinecures,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  an  industrious,  though  starving  people.— 
We  cannot  see  that  it  is  glory  in  those  ministers* 
rewarding  their  spies  with  offices  as  consuls  at 
foreign  courts,  as  they  lately  have  the  miscreant 
Reynolds,  well  known  as  the  notorious  informer  in 
Ireland.  And  lastly,  we  cannot  see  the  glory  of 
that  system  under  the  “Star  of  Brunswick,”  which 
causes  men,  and  Englishmen,  to  be  put  up  by  auc- 
tion, on  a Saturday  evening,  the  same  as  the  black 
slaves  in  the  southern  states  of  this  country  and  the 
West  Indies. 

We  not  only  object  to  the  above  measures,  (sta- 
ted by  the  addressers  of  condolence  to  the  glory  of 
Great  Britain)  but  we  assert  that  a diflTerent  system 
ought  to  be  adopted;  a system  of  economy  similar 
to  the  one  used  in  this  happy  country,  where  from 
recent  experience  our  minds  are  impressed  with  the 
fullest  conviction  of  the  compatibility  of  strict  eco- 
nomy with  the  amplest  means  of  national  glory,  and 
of  the  perfect  consistency  of  a plain  and  well  regu- 
lated system  of  government,  with  a puare  dminis- 
tration  of  justice,  which  in  the  great  simplicity  of 
our  understandings,  we  take  to  be  the  honest  and 
successful  application  of  the  power  aod  resources 
of  a nation  to  its  own  real  interests. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  reply  to  an  observation  made  by 
one  of  the  “sotis  of  corruption,*^  who  recognised  him 
as  the  president  of  Spa  P'ields  meeting;  said,  that 
it  was  not  because  we  had  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
that  the  attachment  to  his  country  was  diminished; 
no!  what,  he  would  ask,  would  be  said  by  our  coun- 
trymen in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  when  they 
came  to  read  an  address,  in  which  sentiments  were 
expressed  as  emanating  from  persons,  who,  when 
in  their  own  country,  were  known  to  hold  opi- 
nions directly  opposite;  would  we  wish  our  coun- 
trymen to  suppose,  that  because  we  enjoyed 
perfect  freedom,  that  we  were  less  anxious  about 
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the  welfare  of  that  conuti’y  in  which  all  that  are 
dear  to  us  reside!*  N >!  Would  we  have  it  be  said, 
that  Britons  were  afraid  to  speak  their  sentiments 
fiere^  in  tliis  favored  land  when  they  Iiave  done  it 
boldly  in  their  own  country  in  defiance  of  the 
threats  of  petty  despots'  No!  he  knev/  they  would 
not! ! 

Mr,  Davies  said  he  had  to  propose  a congratula- 
tory address  to  the  Prince  Regent;  we  ought  to 
thank  him  for  the  many  brilliant  virtues  which  he 
possesed,and  the  good  moral  example  which  he  set 
to  his  majesty’s  subjects;  we  ought  to  thank  him 
for  his  example  of  fidelity  to  his  wife,  and  his  cru- 
elty to  his  daughter;  we  ought  to  express  our 
thanks  to  him  for  his  care  in  watching  over  our 
liberties,  and  destroying  our  freedom. 

On  a motion  made  by  Mr.  W.  Clark,  it  was  re- 
solved, That  the  protest  be  signed  by  the  chair- 
man and  the  committee,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf 
of  the  meeting. 

THOMAS  BRYAN,  Chairman. 

COMMITTEE 

Charles  Barker, 

H.  W.  Donnelly, 


William  Clark, 

John  Savage, 

Henry  Cobbett, 

George  Truman, 

Joseph  Boston, 

Edmund  Jermyn, 

James  Castigan, 

John  Binger, 

John  Houghton, 

James  Bowden, 

Besolvedt  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
given  to  Mr.  T.  Bryan,  for  his  able  conduct  and 
impartiality  in  the  chair. 

C.  BARKER,  Secretary. 


Wm.  Edgson, 
Thomas  Wakefield, 
Francis  Paris, 
Samuel  Prankish, 
Reuben  Cudlipp, 
Thomas  Sparshott, 
Charles  Bray. 


North  Carolina. 

Ttaleigh,  A*.  C.  Dec.  26.  Our  legislature  rose  on 
Wednesday  last,  after  passing  thirty  acts  of  a gene- 
ral nature,  and  seventy  of  private  import. 

The  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  1816, 
directing  certain  surveys  to  be  made  of  the  Albe- 
marle and  Croatan  and  Pamplico  Sounds,  were  con- 
tinoed  in  force  by  the  sessioji  just  closed,  and  the 
commissioners  are  requested  to  have  said  surveys 
made,  and  report  them  to  the  next  assembly. 

And  the  resolutions  directing  surveys  to  be  made 
of  the  Roanoake,  Tar,  Neuse,  Cape  Fear,  Yadkin 
and  Catawba  Rivers;  also  directing  surveys  to  be 
made  of  the  country  between  Rocky  river  and  the 
Catawba,  and  between  llie  Yadkin  and  Cape  Fear, 
with  a view  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of 
uniting  those  rivers  by  canals;  and  also  directing 
the  employment  @f  a principal  engineer  for  the 
state,  and  tne  purchase  of  charts  and  maps,  are 
continued  in  full  force,  and  Peter  Brotme,  John 
Hayivood,  Joseph  Sales,  IVilliam  Boylun,  and  A.  D. 
Murphey,  are  appointed  commissioners  for  carry- 
ing said  resolutions  into  effect;  and  they  have  pow- 
er to  employ  one  or  more  engineers  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Said  commissioners  are  also  requested  to  Itave 
surveyed  the  ground  betw'een  the  Roanoake  at  or 
near  Pl>  mouth,  and  Pungo  River,  in  order  to  as- 
certain whether  it  be  practicable  to  unite  tlie  said 
rivers  by  a canal,  and  the  probable  cost  of  sucii 
canal. 

Tnat  they  also  have  tlie  necessary  svirveys  made : 
to  ascertain  whether  it  be  pi-.icticable  to  u.iite  by 
cawals  the  waters  of  Roanoake  witii  those  of  Tar 
river  and  the  waters  of  Tar  river  vvic^  those  of  the 


Neuse  river;  and  to  have  such  other  surveys  made 
connected  with  the  main  objects  of  these  resolu- 
tions, as  in  tlieir  opinion  may  be  useful  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  legislature;  ami  that  they  repor 
to  the  next  general  assembly. 


Internal  Improvements. 

Mr.  Breck  offered,  in  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  18th  Dec.  the  following  resolution,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
State.s. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,!;!  gene- 
ral assembly  met,  that  our  senators  in  congress  be 
instructed,  and  our  members  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives be  requested,  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
have  a joint  resolution  passed,  recommending  the 
following  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states: 

|‘Congress  shall  have  pow'er  to  pass  laws  appro- 
priating money  for  public  education,  for  construct- 
ing roads  and  canals,  and  improving  the  navigation 
of  water  courses.  Provided  ho‘ioever.  That  no  road 
or  canal  shall  be  conducted  in  any  state,  nor  the 
navigation  of  its  waters  improved  without  the  con- 
sent of  such  state.  And  provided  also,  That  when- 
ever congress  shall  appropriate  money  to  these  ob- 
jects, the  amount  thereof  (except  for  public  edu- 
cation, which  is  left  to  the  discresion  of  congress,^ 
sha!l  be  distributed  among  the  several  states,  in  the 
ratio  of  representation  which  each  state  shall  have 
in  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. But  the  portion  of  any  state  with  its  own 
consent,  may  be  applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid 
in  any  ether  state.” 


Foreign  Articles. 

xapoleon  EOXAPAKTE. 

From  a London  paper  of  Dec.  4.— Las  Casas,  the 
private  secretary  of  Bonaparte,  stated  sometime 
ago  to  have  been  sent  from  St.  Helena,  arrived  in 
the  river  Thames  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  iu 
the  Brilliant,  merchantman.  Upon  his  arrival*  at 
Gravesend,  he  w as  taken  to  tl;e  alien  office  in  that 
town,  where  his  person  being  identified,  he  was 
forthwith  en;barked  in  another  vessel,  and  sent  off 
to  Dover;  w'hile  all  his  elf^cts,  trunks  and  papers, 
w'ere  left  on  board  the  Bi  iliiant,  no  doubt  to  under- 
go examination.  On  his  arrival  at  Dover  on  Satur- 
day night,  he  was  pul  on  board  the  Lord  Duncan 
packet,  for  Ostend! 

A person,  intimate  with  Las  Casas,  mentions  that 
he  acquainted  him,  that,  previous  to  his  leaving  St 
Helena,  his  baggage  was  strictly  exan)ined  by  order 
of  the  governor,  and  that  a packet,  containing  the 
history  of  Bonaparte,  w'ritten  by  Las  Casas,  at  the 
immetliate  desire  of  Bonaparte*  and  under  his  di- 
rection, w’as  taken  from  him.  He  made  pressing 
applications  that  it  might  be  returned,  wliich  the 
governor  pointedly  refused — at  length  it  was  agreed 
mat  this  most  extraordinary  document  should  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  gen.  Lowe,  and,  with  his 
sanction,  Las  Casas  affixed  his  seal,  that  the  packet 
should  not  be  opened  without  his  consent. 

Las  Casas  stales,  that  lie  knows  mo:-e  of  the  his- 
tory of  Bonaparte  than  any  other  person,  being  for 
a series  of  years  his  private  secretary — and  ko  no 
other  person  did  Bonaparte  ever  disclose  his  mind. 
Lae  (;asHS  is  a middie-aged  man;  his  son,  a youth 
of  12  or  13  years  of  age,  accomcanic.s  him. 
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It  is  said  that  the  British  government  has  signi- 
tied  its  intention  to  give  permission  to  any  of  the 
followers  of  Bonaparte  at  St.  Helena,  to  quit  that 
island,  who  may  apply  for  leave  so  to  do. 

The  Wa.shirigton  City  Gazette  says — “The  En- 
glish newspapers  contain  an  account  of  a smart 
shock  of  an  earthquake  at  St.  Helena.  Napoleon, 
we  are  told,  attempted  to  leave  his  residence  on 
the  occasion,  but  was  prevented,  it  is  said,  by  the 
sentinels;  who,  perhaps,  thought  the  earthquake  a 
mere  trick  of  Napoleon’s  to  effect  his  escape.” 

[It  is  right  enough  to  impute  an  earthquake  to 
French  influence.'**  A learned  justice  of  the  peace 
in  Delaware  once  said,  in  an  electioneering  ha- 
rangue, that  that  influence  had  affected  the  price 
of  shingles  in  the  swamps  of  Sussex  county,  and  had 
also  affected  the  crops  of  corn;  and,  believing^/m#, 
one  may  believe  any  thing.] 

LTJCIESr  BONAPARTE. 

The  report  about  the  escape  of  Lucien  Bonaparte 
is  not  confirmed.  An  article  from  Rome,  dated 
Nov.  8,  details  an  attempt  made  to  seize  his  per- 
son at  his  seat  near  Frascati,  by  robbers — in  which 
a relative  was  carried  off  in  his  stead.  The  object 
of  the  robbers  appears  to  have  been  to  obtain  a 
ransom  for  him,  as  they  demand  SOOO  crowns  for 
the  person  they  took,  and  will  kill  him  if  it  is  not 
paid.  The  band  is  commanded  by  a famous  fellow 
named  Baibone;  it  is  numerous,  and  defies  the 
authority  and  power  of  the  pope. 

ITALT. 

In  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum^  says  a late  London 
paper,  there  have  been  found  loaves  of  bread,  baked 
in  tlie  reign  of  Titus,  and  which  still  bear  the  ba- 
ker’s mark,  indicating  the  quality  of  the  flour, 
which  was  probably  prescribed  by  regulations  of 
the  police.  There  have  also  been  found  utensils  of 
bronze,  which  instead  of  being  lined  like  our  ours, 
are  well  silvered.  The  ancients  doubtless  preferred 
this  method  as  more  wholesome  and  more  durable. 

The  government  of  Parma  has  prohibited,  under 
the  severest  penalties,  every  person,  not  connected 
with  the  military  state,  to  wear  mustachios,  or  other 
military  insignia! 

GERMANY. 

Madam  Murat,  having  purchased  the  “lordship 
of  Orth,”  with  sovereignty  over  the  people,  &c.  her 
son  will  become  an  Austrian  nobleman! 

DENMARK. 

Accounts  from  Copenhagen  of  the  15th  ult.  state 
the  failure  of  two  of  the  first  houses  in  that  city. 
One  of  them  had  been  established  since  the  year 
1646.  The  failure  of  one  is  attributed  to  some  un- 
fortunate West  India  speculations,  and  of  the  other 
to  the  occurrences  in  Norway. 

PRUS.SIA. 

There  is  a rumor  at  Paris,  that  the  king  of  Prus- 
sia is  to  be  married  to  Miss  Dillon,  daughter  of  the 
French  ambassador  at  Dresden. 

RUSSIA. 

A Russian  force  is  stated  to  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  one  of  the  Sandwich  islands. 

Mosco-w,  Oct.  25.  The  following  statement  has 
been  laid  before  his  majesty,  resjiectlng  the  de- 
. struction  of  public  and  private  buildings  during  the 
French  invasion. 

Of  public  buildings  destined  for  divine  worship, 
there  were  358,  of  which  348  are  now  restored,  so 
as  to  be  fit  for  use. 

or  dwelling -houses,  there  were  at  that  time  2,567 
of  stone,  6,591  of  wood — in  all,  9,158.  On  the  ene- 
my’s retreat  there  remained  undamaged  of  stone, 
5'26,  of  wood,  2,100 — in  all,  2;626. 


Since  that  time  there  have  been  built  or  repaired 
3,137  of  stone,  and  5,561  of  wood — in  all  8,688. 

Of  booths  and  shops  there  were  6,324  of  stone, 
and  2,197  of  wood — in  all  8,521.  Of  these  there  re- 
mained undamaged,  989  of  stone,  and  379  of  wood 
—in  all  1,368. 

There  have  been  rebuilt  or  repaired  5,102  of 
stone,  and  447  of  wood— in  all  5,549. 

The  population  of  Moscow  consists  of  197,482 
male  inhabitant3,and  114,518  females— in  all  312,000 
souls. 

POLAND. 

Craco-iVy  !N'ov.  4.  The  labors  ofthe  commission- 
ers of  the  three  allied  courts,  for  marking  the 
boundaries  of  our  republic  [-lohat  I'epublicx]  have 
been  so  far  completed,  that  the  territory  of  Cracow 
is  marked  out  by  posts,  on  which  are  placed  the 
arms  of  the  republic,  and  those  of  the  neighboring- 
frontier  powers. 

JAVA. 

A party  of  Dutch  troops,  sailors,  &c.  landed  at 
Saparona,  in  Java,  to  chastise  the  natives — and 
were  nearly  all  killed  by  them. 

BAUBAIIT  POWEHS. 

Russia,  continues,  it  is  said,  to  urge  the  other 
powers  to  form  a league  for  the  total  suppression 
of  the  piracies  of  the  Barbary  states. 

The  Algerine  squadron  have  lately  captured 
Dutch,  Russian,  and  Swedish  vessels. 

The  bey  of  Tripoli  has  consented  to  receive  a 
man  of  science  and  literature  at  his  court.  Joseph 
Nitchie,  esq.  now  private  secretary  of  sir  Charles, 
Stewart,  is  selected  as  highly  qualified.  He  will 
be  appointed  British  consul  at  Tripoli,  and  travel 
with  the  caravan  to  Tombuctoo. 

London,  JVov.  28. — The  plague  having  horribly 
depopulated  Algiers,  the  new  dey  has  commanded 
that  all  the  unmarried  men,  above  20  years  of  age, 
should  be  conducted  to  the  public  place  and  amply 
gratifled  with  the  bastinado,  to  give  them  a desire 
for  wedlock.  This  is  the  prelude  of  a new  empire 
of  woman,  which  is  about  to  be  established  among 
the  barbarians;  and  it  must  be  said  that  the  educa- 
tion of  the  young  men  has  commenced  even  before 
marriage. 

WEST  INDIES. 

2,559, 422/5s.  of  sugar  were  exported  from  Bar- 
badoes  to  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1817,  up 
to  the  25th  of  Sept.  last. 

BUJTISil  AMERICA. 

The  citizens  of  Boston  contributed  ^7,500  for 
the  relief  of  the  suflerers  by  the  late  fires  at  St. 
John’s,  N.  F. — those  of  New  York  ^5,482;  of  Phila- 
delphia ^1,207.  Tlie  money  was  invested  in  such 
articles  as  it  was  believed  would  be  most  useful  to 
the  sufferers,  and  shipped  immediately.  The  Bos- 
ton Insurance  office  underwrote  the  risk  gratis. 
This  is  as  it  should  be. 

Among  the  exports  from  Lower  Canada,  during 
the  year  1817,  were  109,071  cvvt.  Ashes;  145,660 
bushels  wheat;  38,047  bbls  flour;  10,477  bushels 
flaxseed;  350,000  skins,  furs;  36,023  pieces  masts, 
spars  and  other  timber;  1,897,446  pieces  staves  and 
heading;  and  1,955  bbls,  pork.  Among  the  imports 
were  1,125,848  gallons  rum;  44,660  gallons  brandy; 
12,646  gallons  gin;  225,000  gallons  wine;  2,310,967 
lbs.  Muscovado,  and  609,170  lbs.  refined  sugu-; 
35,995  lbs.  coflee;  254,248  lbs,  tea;  186,247  minots 
salt;  376,6341bs.  leaf  tobacco,  and  merchandize 
paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  6^  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  Z672,876 

Tlie  number  of  vessels  v/liich  entered  was  332, 
of  77,115  tons,  and  with  3,629  men.  Cleared,  334 
^vessels,  76,559  tons,  3,950  men. 
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PUIXTED  AXD  PUBLISHED  BF  H,  KILKS,  AT  ^5  PER  AMSU.M,  PAFABLE  J -X  ADVANCE. 


Tiie  i Ui  ness  of  tiiis  sheet  has  been  much  flerai  g- 
ed  by  tlie  pf)it/>o't:tinent  of  a long  editorial  article  in 
type,  to  see  wliat  tlie  events  of  the  coming  week 
may  bring  forth.  'I’lie  tiling  has  been,  by  some  u-'.- 
knowu  means,  buzzed  among  tiie  citizens,  so  as  to 
render  this  note  neces.sary;  ami  those  interested  are 
assured  that  it  is  ref ^rmaiion  only  which  can  keep 
back  the  truth,  though  a great  bubble  should  hurst 
by  telling  it. 

(Jj^The  next  number  of  tlie  Weekly  Register 
will  complete  the  13th  vol.  or  the  1st  of  the  new 
series — and  then  it  will  be  expected  that  all  who 
neglected  the  advance  payment  in  September  last, 
tvill  settle  up — it  being  the  regular  period  as  ori- 
ginally proposed  and  agreed  to,  between  the  editor 
and  his  subscribers,  for  that  most  important  purpose. 
And,  wlit-n  that  period  arrives  those  wlio  yet  re- 
main 2,  3,  4,  5 or,  some,  6 years  indebted  on  our 
book.s,  from  tlie  impossibility  that  has  exis  ed  in 
determining  the  real  state  of  certain  accounts,  by 
reason  of  the  imperfect  returns  received  from  some 
of  our  agents—must  expect  to  liave  their  papers 
discontinued,  if,  in  the  interim,  their  accounts  are 
not  closed,  of  wliich  they  liave  been  notified. 

But,  as  a small  tribute  of  respect  to  the  many 
who  liave  truly  supported  the  Weekly  Register, 
and  to  slievv  to  all  that  we  are  willing  to  exert  our 
selves  to  deserve  support  as  it  is  afforded,  we  i.ssue 
an  extra  sheet,  as  a supplement  to  the  last  numlier, 
to  dispose  of  several  interesting  articles.  Such  a 
supplement  causes  an  immediate  cost  of  sixty  do\- 
Iar.s,  merely  for  paper  and  tvorkaianship;  yet  w’e 
most  sincerely  regret  that  we  cannot  pnbii.sli  them 
oftener  than  we  do.  “The  spirit  is  willing”  but  the 
means  are  weak. 

(Xj^  riiough  there  are  many  subjects  more  really 
important  before  the  public  consideration,  there  is 
not,  perhaps,  any  thing  that  more  iniercs.sll  than 
the  dispute  between  captain  Perry,  of  the  nav}, 
and  captain  7/enl/i,  late  of  the  marine  corps.  'I'o 
assist  a just  determination,  we  have  copied  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  as  introducto- 
ry to  Ids  motion  for  .an  enquiry,  and  followed  it  by 
the  documents  funiisiied  at  the  request  of  the  house 
of  representatives;  so  arranged  at  tlie  end  of  the 
present  number  us  to  be  couciuded  at  ilie  com- 
mencement of  the  next,  and  prevent  a break  when 
the  v'olume  is  bound. 

The  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  mentions  the 
receipt  of  a letter  “concerning  the  late  disturbances 
in  the  Mediierruneaii  fleet.”  No  particulars  are 
given,  and  the  editor  at  present  declines  to  com- 
municate them.  We  suppose  they  have  some  con- 
nection with  the  affair  between  capts.  Perrv  and 
Heath. 


Americaa  Cotton. 

Ihis  very  valuable  product  of  agriculture, 
and  great  staple  tor  export  from  the  United 
States,  is  about  to  undergo  a large  dirninution 
in  price,  or  encounter  a most  formidable  re- 
duction as  to  \i?^  European  consumption. 

England  was  our  chief  market  for  and  still 
requires  a vast  quantity  (roin  us;  bat  whether 
the  demand,  except  at  very  lov/  prices,  in- 
VijL.  XI II, 


deed,  will  last  longer  than  two  or  three  years 
more,  is  very  doubtful. 

Cotton  can  be  raised  in  India  cheaper  than 
we  can  raise  it;  and,  in  the  present  state  of 
commerce,  the  carriag'e  of  it  lias  a very  small 
effect  oil  its  price.  The  culture  in  India  is 
extending,  and  can  be  extended  to  any  »le- 
inaiid  for  the  material — from  the  vast  popula- 
tion whose  labor  may  be  directed  to  it. 

it  is  only  about  three  years  since  the  trade 
of  the  East  Indies  was  thrown  open  to  the  Bi  i- 
tish  merchants,  generally;  and  the  import  of 
cotton,  of  no  consideration  with  the  lords  of 
India  in  London,  has  requited  the  expend  itui  e 
and  risk  of  private  individuals  better  tlian, 
perhaps,  any  other  trade  that  they  can  employ 
their  vessels  in,  in  time  of  peace. 

What  is  the  consequence?  Three  j'earsago 
no  cotton  (comparatively  speaking)  was  im- 
ported from  India — but  last  year  nincty-thou- 
sand  bales  were  received  in  England;  the  pre- 
sent year  may  give  an  import  of  150,000;  the 
next  of  250,000; — the  next,  a quantity  sufii- 
cient  to  exclude  all  American  cottons,  except 
sea-islands,  from  the  British  market,  unless  at 
exceedingly  low  prices.  The  increase  cf  s'nips, 
since  the  ‘dVee  trade  to  India,”  has  been  at 
the  average  of  60  ships  of  400  tons  each,  per 
annum.  Calculate  the  amount  that  the  pro- 
bable number  of  vessels  now  engaged  in  the 
trade  will  carry. 

‘‘A  wise  man  foreseeth  the  evil.”  Our  plan- 
ters have  been  told  of  this  over  and  over  and 
over  again;  and  it  has  been  made  known  to 
them  “as  though  an  angel  spoke  it,”  that  tliey 
must  rely  upon  a domestic  consumption  to 
insure  to  them  a liberal  and  just  price  fot  their 
article.  But,  engulphed  in  the  love  of  foreign 
trade,  because  at  this  moment  they  are  mak- 
ing money  faster  than  they  know  what  to 
do  with  it,  they  enjoy  the  present  and  care 
nothing  for  i\\o  future.  If  tiiey  can  make  mo- 
ney enough,  in  tiie  three  years  that  are  to  conic 
to  support  theniselves  and  those  dependent 
upon  them  their  lifetimes,  it  is  well:  but  tliey 
ought  to  pause  a little  to  enquire  about  it. 

In  the  decay  of  this  branch  of  the  national 
indu.stpy,  in  consequence  of  tlie  low  price  of 
the  article,  through  tlie  revolutions  of  com- 
merce, it  can  easily  liappen,  in  less  th.an  ten 
years,  tliat  we  ourselves  may  import  cotton 
from  India  to  supply  our  domestic  wants.- — • 
^Stranger  things  than  this  have  liappened  in  the 
trade  of  the  world. 

Wh-at  will  the  -{icople  then  think  of  the 
warning  voice  that  told  them — the  interests  of 
agriciiltutre  and  m-amifacfUT'es  hi  tlie  CiTif^d 
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States  arc  Inseparable;  neglect  the  latter,  and 
tlie  former  will  not,  cft?2 not,. supply  our  desires. 

} et  us  take  care  of  the  ‘‘home  market” — 
it  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  depended  upon; 
it  is  the  stay  and'  support  of  national  prospe- 
nty— It  is  the.  ark  of  safety. 

Bank  Anecdotes . 

■^rena~-ne  ighhoring.  Time — before  a latecoiivt. 

rresidenL  of  a hank.  Well,  Mr.  Clerk,  we 
shall  give  you  a fine  harvest  next  court;  we 
have  nearly  one  hundred  writs  to  issue. 

Clerk  of  the  court,  (rubbing  his  hands) — 
Thiithi  good  news — but  what  are  all-  these 
writs  for? 

Freudent.  O,  they  are  against  persons  in- 
debted to  the bank,  who  have  let  their 

■notes  lie  ovei-. 

Clerk.  Well,  w'ell — that’s  right.  But  how 
is  it  that  some'  persons  do  not  issue  writs 
‘against  you,  seeing  that  you  suffer  your  notes 
to  lie  over  every  day,  and  have  done  so  for 
seve:  al  years? 

Fresident.  They  dare  not.  Wc  would  ruin 
any  man  tliat  should  attempt  to  make  us  pay 
him  his  money  against  our  consent. 

Clerk.  hen  vou  are  above  the  law? 

Fresident.  'Fo  be  sure — the  law  is  only 
made  for  tlie  government  of  the  vulgar,  such 
as  fanners  and  mechanics — nor  has  it  any 
thing  to  with  them,  if  they  are  hank  directors. 

Clerk.  That’s  lucky;  or  you  would  be  war 
ranted  or  sued  one  hundred'  times  every  day. 

iCT"  The  fact,  by  way  of  explanation. — A 

bank  at , which  does  not  pay  its  debts 

and  which  has  not  paid  them  for  several  years, 
lately  instituted  almost  100  suits  against  indi- 
viduals indebted  to  it — and  the  people  suffer 
tile  wreck  of  prope»’ty,  thereby  occasioned, 
with  the  meekness  of  slaves!  Such  things  have 
liappened  in  most  country  places  and  small 
toiviis  where  banks  have  been  established. — 
Thousands  of  farme>  s,  who  lived  happily  and 
v/ere  prosperous,  before  the  introduction  of 
those  institutions, — coming  into  contact  with 
them,  have  been  beggared  and  driven  from 
tlieir  farms. 


Legislature  of  New- York. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate  and  of  the  assembly. 

Among- the  important  duties  enjoined  upon  the 
executive  by  the  constitution,  he  is  required  to 
recommend  such  subjects  to  the  consideration  of 
t!>e  le^gislaUire,  as  shall  appear  to  him  to  concern 
tl'.e  g'God  govei-nment,  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
t^iis  state.  O'^  this  occasion  I feel  a peculiar  grati- 
hcjlion  in  tiie  performance  of  tins  duty,  from  a 
persuasion  that  I address  myself  to  a legislature 
competent  to  distinguish,  and  anxious  to  promote 
the  true  interests  of  our  country. 

As  agriculture  is  the  source  of  our  subsistence, 
tlie  basis  of  our  strength,  and  the  foundation  of 
our  prosperity,  it  is  pleasing  to  observe  the  public 
atten.tion  awakened  to  its  importance,  and  associa- 


tions springing  up  in  several  counties  to  cherish 
its  interests.  Having  received  but  a small  portimv 
of  direct  encouragement  from  government,  it  has 
been  left  to  its  own  energies;  and  supported  by 
a fertile  soil,  cherished  by  a benign  climate, 
cultivated  by  industry,  and  protected  by  liberty, 
it  has  diffused  its  bounties  over  the  countr)', 
and  has  relieved  the  wants  of  the  old  world. — 
Reiving  hitherto  almost  exclusively  on  the  fer- 
tility of  our  soil  and  the  extent  of  our  posses- 
sions, we  have  not  adopted  those  improvements 
which  the  experience  of  modern  times  has  indicat- 
ed. And  it  has  not  been  sufficiently  understood 
that  agriculture  is  a science,  as  well  as  an  art;  that 
it  demands  the  labor  of  the  mind  as  well  as  of  the 
hands;  and  that  its  successful  cultivation  is  inti- 
,mateiy  allied’  with  the  most  profound  investiga- 
tion of  philosophy,  and  the  most  elaborate  exertions 
of  the  human  mind. 

If  not  the  exclusive  duty,  it  is  certainly  the  pe- 
culiar province  of  the  state  governments  to  super- 
intend and  advance  the  interests  of  agriculture. — 
To  this  end,  it  is  advisable  to  constitute  a board, 
composed  of  the  most  experienced  and  best  inform- 
ed agriculturalists,  and  to  render  it  their  duty  to 
diffuse  agricultural  knowledge;  to  correspond  with 
the  county  societies,  to  communicate  to  them  ben- 
eficial discoveries  and  improvements;  to  introduce 
useful  seeds,  plants,  trees  and  animals,  implements 
of  husbandry,  and  labor-saving  machines;  to  explore 
the  minerals  of  the  country,  and  to  publish  period- 
ically, the  most  valuable  observations  and  treatises 
on  husbandry,  horticulture  and  rural  economy. — 
The  county  societies  ought  to  be  enabled  to  dis- 
tribute adequate  premiums;  and  a professorship  of 
agriculture  connected  with  the  board  or  attached 
to  the  university,  might  also  be  constituted,  em- 
bracing the  kindred  sciences  of  chemistry  and 
geology,  mineralogy, botany,  and  the  other  depart- 
ments of  natural  history.  By  w'hich  means  a com- 
plete course  of  agricultural  education  would  be 
taught,  developing  the  principles  of  the  science, 
illustrating  the  practice  of  the  art,  and  restoring 
this  first  and  best  pursuit  of  man  to  that  intellec- 
tual rank  which  it  ought  to  occupy  in  the  scale  of 
human  estimation. 

Good  markets  for  agricultural  productions  are 
the  vital  incentive  to  agricultural  industry:  and 
nothing  tends  more  directly  to  the  promotion  of 
these,  than  the  establishment  of  cheap  and  easy 
modes  of  transportation,  and  the  erection  of  flou- 
rishing villages,  towns  and  cities  under  the  auspices 
of  commerce,  trade  and  manufactures.  As  foreign 
markets  are  always  fluctuating  in  their  prices,  and 
uncertain  as  to  their  exigencies,  we  must  rely  princi- 
pally on  our  own  internal  consumption  for  the  staple 
and  permanent  support  of  agriculture.  But  this  can 
only  be  effected  by  the  excitement  of  other  kinds 
of  industry,  and  the  creation  of  a great  manufac- 
turing interest.  Every  friend  of  this  country  must 
contemplate  with  regret  the  prostration  of  our 
manufdctories.  The  excessive  importation  of  fo- 
reign fabrics  M'as  the  signal  of  ruin  to  institutions 
founded  by  enterprising  industry,  reared  by  bene- 
ficial skill  and  identified  with  the  general  wel- 
fare. The  raw  materials  of  iron,  wollen  and  cotton 
manufactures  are  abundant,  and  those  for  the  minor 
and  auxiliary  ones  can  in  most  cases  be  procured 
at  home  with  equal  facility.  Nothing  is  wanting 
to  destroy  foreign  competition  but  the  steady  pro- 
tection of  the  government  and  the  public  spirit  of 
the  country.  High  duties  and  prohibitory  provi- 
sions applied  to  foreign  productions,  afford  the 
most  efficient  encouragement  to  our  manufactures 
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and  t'.cse  measures  appertain  to  ttie  legitimate  | Near  sixty  miles  of  the  western  eanal  have  been 
fiinction.s  of  the  national  government.  But  much  ' — ft-  tra  k*.  iv’.rhm  the  nresent 

may  be  done  by  the  state  government  by  liberal 
accommodations,  by  judicious  exemptions  and  by 


But  much  ! contracted  for  to  be  finished  within  the  present 
year,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  whole  of  the  north- 
ern canal  will  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner 
before  the  ensuing  spring. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  season,  the  in- 
experience of  the  contractors,  and  the  late  corn- 
citizen  who  adopts  the  fabrics  of  other  nations,  ; mencement  of  operations,  it  is  understood  that 


the  ".  hole  weight  of  its  influence,  and  much  more 
may  be  accomp’ished  by  the  public  spirit  of  the 
community.  *'  ' ‘ 

would  seriously  consider  dmt  he  is  not  only  pay-  j work  to  the  extent  of  15  mil^s  has  already  been 
ing  taxes  for  the  supnort  of  foreign  governments,  i done  on  the  western  canal.  And  it  is  confidently 
blit  that  he  participates  in  undermining  one  of  the  | believed  that  the  aggregate  expense  will  be  witiim 
main  pillars  of  our  productive  industry,  he  would  I the  estimates  of  the  commissioners.  The  enhance- 
imitate  the  honorable  preference  which  you  have  ! ment  of  the  profits  of  agnculuire;  the  excitement 
thisday  evinced  in  favor  of  American  manufactures  |of  manufacturing  industry;  the  activity  of  internal 
The  internal  trade  of  a country  is  equally  essen- 1 trade;  the  benefits  of  lucrative  traffic;  the  inter- 
tial  to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture,  of  manufac- ! change  of  valuable  commodities;  the  commerce  ot 
tures  and  of  commerce;  for  embracing  the  interests  | fertile,  remote  and  wide-spread  regions,  and  the 
of  all,  it  extends  its  enlivening  influence  to  every approximation  of  the  most  distant  parts  of  the 
important  department  of  human  industry.  But  it  j union  by  tlie  facility  and  rapidity  of  communicatiou 
can  never  be  advantageously  nor  extensively  pur- 1 that  will  result  from  the  completion  of  these  stu- 
sued  and  cultivated  without  easy  and  rapid  com-ipendous  works,  will  spread  the  blessing.,  of  plenty 
munications  bv  water  courses,  roads  and  canals,  and  opulence  to  an  immeasurable  extent.  The  re- 
and  it  is  among  the  fir.st  duties  of  government  to  ; sources  of  the  state  are  fully  adequate  without  ex- 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  commodities,  by  j traneous  aid:  and  when  we  consider  that  every  por- 
opening  and  ameliorating  all  the  channels  of  bene-jtion  of  the  nation  will  feel  the  animating  spirit  and 
ficial  intei^course;  for  in  peace  or  in  war  it  is  equal- 1 vivifying  influence  of  these  great  works;  that  they 
ly  essential  to  our  cardinal  interests.  will  receive  the  benedictions  of  posterity  and  com- 

The  removal  of  the  obstructions  to  the  naviga-  mand  the  approbation  of  the  civilized  world,  we  are 


tion  of  our  principal  river,  has  heretofore  occupied 
the  attention  and  received  the  assistance  of  the 
state.  These  impediments  being  principally  occa-, 
sioned  by  alluvial  depositions  and  existing  only  at 
the  head  of  the  navigation,  can  be  easily  removed, 
if  a proper  plan  be  adopted.  But  instead  of  one 
concentrated  effort,  embracing  the  whole  object 
and  under  the  co;.trol  of  one  board,  several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  at  different  points  and  un- 
der  different  commissioners.  And  as  they  were 
confined  to  the  improvements  of  particular  parts, 
their  efforts  have  not  been  attended  with  complete 
success.  The  unexpended  appropriations,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  has  already  been  done,  will  go  fiir  to- 
wards accomplishing  this  impor’^ant  work.  And  it 
is  a subject  worthy  of  your  particular  attention 
and  of  your  munificent  interposition. 

The  immense  capital  expended  in  turnpike  roads 
has  been  very  conducive  to  the  promotion  of  inland 
trade.  But  the  statutes  prescribing  the  mode  of 


required  to  persevere  by  every  dictate  of  interest,^ 
by  every  sentiment  of  honor,  by  every  injunction  of 
patriotism,  and  by  every  consideration  which  ought 
to  influence  the  councils  and  govern  the  conduct  of 
a free,  high-minded,  enlightened  and  magnanimous 
people. 

In  1815,  an  act  was  passed  for  incorporating  .a 
company  for  opening  the  navigation  between  the 
head  waters  of  the  Seneca  lake  and  the  Cliemung 
river.  And  in  March  last  a law  was  enacted  by 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  view  and  examine 
the  route  of  a contemplated  canal  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  Seneca  lake  and  floga  river,  and  to 
report  on  the  practicability,  importance  and  proba- 
ble expense  of  making  and  completing  it.  In  pur- 
suance of  which,  commissioners  have  been  appoint- 
ed, have  made  the  requisite  examlnalions,  and  have 
probably  performed  the  other  duties  assigned  to 
them.  Although  the  obvious  tendency  of  this  pro- 


constructing  them,  of  inspecting  them  before  thei  ject  is  to  facilicate  the  transportation  of  commodi- 


proprietors  are  authorized  to  receive  toll,  and  of 
coercing  their  repair,  are  not  sufficiently  circum- 
spect in  their  provisions  nor  energetic  in  their  en- 
forcements. The  inspectors  appointed  to  pronounce 
on  the  completion  of  roads  are  sometimes  selected 
with  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  their  qualifications, 
and  without  any  information  as  to  their  connexion 
with  the  proprietors  of  the  roads  to  be  examined, and 
their  proceedings  are  conducted  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  Oath,  and  are  not  restrained  by  any  declar- 
ed penalties.  The  statutes  providing  for  keeping 
, their  roads  in  good  order,  have  been  in  a state  of  in- 
execution in  most  of  the  counties  in  consequence  of 
the  new  appointment  of  commissioners.  And  it  is 
not  made  the  special  duly  of  the  ministerial  officers 
of  justice  to  complain  when  tliese  communications 
are  not  maintained  in  a good  state.  Owing  to  this 
combination  of  unpropltlous  circumstances,  the 
condition  of  these  roads  i->  a subject  of  general  and  ^ 

well  founded  complaint,  and  calls  loudly  for  the!  that  all  our  common  schools  should  be  supplier 
acious  correctives.  witli  ' e.icliers  of  this  description.  As  this  sy.steu 


ties  from  this  to  neighboring  states,  yet  from  a 
full  persuasion  that  the  prosperity  of  our  country 
will  be  best  advanced  by  multiplying  the  mirke'.s 
for  our  productions,  and  by  intimate  and  beneficial 
connexions  between  the  different  members  of  the 
confederacy,  I consider  it  our  incumbent  duty  to 
overlook  local  considerations  and  geographical 
distinctions,  and  to  aftbrd  our  cordial  co-operation 
The  fund  appropriated  to  common  schools  con 
sists  of  about  one  million  of  dollars,  and  eighty 
thousand  acres  of  land.  The  income  for  distribu- 
tion this  year  is  60,000  dollars,  ll.iving  participat- 
ed in  the  first  establishment  of  the  Lancasterian 
system  in  this  country,  having  carefully  observed 
its  progress,  :ind  witiiessed  its  benefits,  I can  co  ifi- 


dently  recommend  it  as  an  invaluable  improve 
meet,  which  by  a wonderful  combination  of  econk) 
my  in  expense  and  rapidity  of  instruction,  has  ere 
ated  a new  era  in  education — and  I am  desiroir 


application  of  efficacious  correctives 

I congratulate  you  upon  the  auspicious  com- 
mencement and  successful  progress  of  the  contem- 
plated water  communications  between  the  great 
western  and  northern  lakes  and  the  Ajti*ntig  qcsaii- 


operates  with  the  same  efficacy  in  education,  tha 
labor-saving  machinery  does  in  the  useful  arts,  I 
will  be  readily  perceived  that  it  is  peculiarly  adap 
ed  to  this  country. 
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For  if  by  its  means  one  teacher  can  perform  the 
functions  of  ten,  and  if  a pupil  can  learn  in  one 
week  as  much  as  !ie  would  in  one  month  in  llie 
common  way,  it  is  evide)»t  that  more  wealth,  more 
labor,  more  time  and  more  industry  can  be  devoted 
to  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life  without  inter, 
fering  with  the  dispensation  ofknowledge.  Where- 
•ever  it  has  been  attempted,  it  has  succeeded,  and 
several  parts  of  the  state  have  experienced  its  be- 
nefits. Competent  teachers  can  be  educated  for 
this  express  purpose,  and  in  sufficient  number  to 
supjjly  ail  our  Ciiinmon  schools,  by  sending  intelli 
gent  ycuMg  men  to  tlie  Lancastcrian  seminaries  in 
New  Vork,  v,iierethey  will  be  instructed  gratuitous 
*y,:uid  wiiere  in  the  course  of  a few  months  they  will 
require  sufilclent  knowledge  of  the  system.  Appro- 
{n  iations  for  this  purpose  by  the  several  common 
schools  out  of  tlieir  portion  of  the  general  fund, 
under  tlie  direction  of  the  superintendant,  will  de- 
'i’ay  the  small  expense  attending  the  attainment  of 
this  important  object. 

The  flourishing  condition  of  our  higher  semina* 
ries  of  education  is  a pleasing  demonstration  of  the 
increasing  progress  of  mental  improvement,  and  a 
powerful  incentive  to  liberal  dispensations  of  pub- 
lic patronage.  Under  the  auspices  of  learned  and 
enlightened  instructors,  our  colleges  are  constant- 
ly increasing  in  students,  and  extending  in  useful 
nesi;  and  tlie  intermediate  semin-aries  between  the 
conunon  schools  and  colleges,  have  also  greatly 
(idl'tised  the  blessings  of  education.  Funds  to 
the  amount  of  750,000  dollars  have  been  granted 
to  the  three  coUege.s,  and  about  100,000  dollars 
1.)  tlie  thirty  eight  incorporated  academies.  While 
this  liberality  of  patronage  reflects  honor  on  the 
slate,  it  cartnot  be  too  forcibly  inculcated  nor  too 
generally  understood,  that  in  promoting  the  great 
i uerests  of  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation  there 
Can  be  no  prodigality  in  the  application  of  the  pub- 
li : treasure. 

I'he  colleges  of  physicians  and  surgeons  are 
eminently  deserving  of  public  consideration. — 
'I'ne  increase  of  the  institution  in  New  York  in  the 
number  of  its  students,  in  the  amplitude  of  its  ac- 
commodations, and  in  the  respectability  of  its  cha- 
racter, has  kept  pace-  with  the  science  and  celebri 
ty  of  its  professors.  And  the  recent  addition  of 
distinguisiied  teachers  to  the  establishment  in 
T‘\tir{itid,  piace.s  it  On  high  ground,  and  in  the 
Tviad  to  pro.sperity  and  usefulness. — The  appro- 
]!riaiions  to  medical  education  do  not  exceed 
60,(JbO  dollars,  a sum  by  no  means  commensurate 
V. iUi  the  importance  of  the  object.  Every  well 
e{:u.'a’.ed  physician  become.^  not  only  a conserva- 
t'  r of  liealth,  but  a missionary  of  science.  Where- 
i ever  he  establishes  himself  he  will  convey  and 
oomnuinicHle  useful  knowledge.  Two  hundred  of 
t our  youth  annualiy  dispersed  over  the  CGUiury,  in- 
1 simcted  in  medical  knowledge  and  its  cognate 
1 sciences,  will  in  the  course  of  a few  years  effect 
I an  augmentation  of  the  slate  of  general  informa- 
tion equally  honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  com- 
mu;  i.\.  And  no  measure  can  be  more  conducive 
tithe  prosperity  of  our  medical  institutions,  to 
the  respeciablliiy  of  the  profession,  and  to  the  pre- 
.scrvalion  of  tlie  public  health,  than  a law  render- 
ing an  attendance  upon  lectures  in  the  university 
a. I indispensable  passport  to  medical  practice. 

\ The  principal  societies  devoted  to  literature, 

! science  and  the  arts  in  tlie  city  of  Mew  York,  have 
by  the  liberal  patronage  of  tlie  municipal  authori- 
ties hec-n  collected  in  a spacious  and  accommodat- 
j i;iir  edifice  under  the  denomination  of  the  New 
f York  has liM! lion.  These  asso.ciaiions  are  forming 


extensive  and  invaluable  collections  of  the  works 
of  the  fine  arts;  of  our  animal,  vegetable  and  mine- 
ral productions;  and  of  books  and  manuscripts  illus- 
trating our  civil,  ecclesiastical  and  natural  history, 
our  geograpliy,  antiquities  and  statistics.  Tliey 
are  also  zealously  engaged  in  exploring  the  exteiv- 
sive  field  of  natural  science;  in  developing  tlie 
principles  of  political  philosoph}^  and  in  exalting 
the  literature  of  our  country.  Whenever  such  in- 
stitutions appear,  they  are  entitled  to  the  coun 
tenance  of  goveimment,  for  there  will  ever  be  an 
intimate  and  immutable  alliance  between  their  ad- 
vancement and  the  glory  and  prosperity  of  the 
state. 

The  state  of  our  finances,  demands  your  mature 
consideration.  It  appears  that  the  funds  of  the 
state  amount  ^4,500  000 

And  that  the  debts  of  the  state 
amount  to  2,710,082  5G 


composed  of  the  following  spccifica- 
cations: 

Stock  bearing?  per  cent,  interest,  §1,106,397  50 
Stock  bearing  6 per  cent,  interest,  777, OOS  00 

Debt  to  the  bank  of  New-York,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  6 per  cent.  826,685  00 

2,710,082  50 

It  further  appears  that  the  sum  total 
of  expenditures  for  fortifications, 
arsenals,  magazines,  ordnance, 
arms,  ammunition  and  other  war- 
like stores;  for  the  pay  of  militia, 
sea-fencibles,  and  volunteers,  is  §846,350  83 
That  the  amount  of  direct  taxes  of 
the  national  government,  assumed 
and  paid  by  this  state,  is,  1,113,126  2S 

Making  in  the  whole  §1,9.59,477  06,  of  debt 
incurred  by  the  state,  in  consequence  of  its  patri- 
otic exertions  for  the  public  defence,  and  for  the 
payment  of  which  a tax  of  two  mills  on  a dollar 
has  been  imposed. 

It  will  be  observed  that  we  pay  a war  interest  of 
7 per  cent,  for  a considerable  part  of  this  debt. — 
As  the  stock  is  redeemable,  it  will  be  easy  to  pay 
it  off  by  a new  loan  at  six  per  cent.  It  will  be  ad- 
visable to  dispose  of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  and 
to  apply  the  avails  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt.— 
These  proceeds,  together  with  §226,000  of  the  re- 
venue of  last  year,  and  a new  lo«'^n  of  1,100,000 
dollars  at  six  per  cent,  will  extinguish  tlie  whole 
of  the  present  stock  in  May  or  Jnne  next,  and  leave 
about  150,000  dollars  applicable  to  extraordinary- 
purposes.  The  canal  stock  is  not  included  in  this 
statement,  because  the  finances  of  this  work  are  to 
be  kept  distinct  from  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the 
state. 

If  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  our  debt  would 
( be  reduced  to  1,900,000  dollars. 

I also  recommend  the  reduction  of  the  tax  to  half 
its  present  amount.  The  annual  revenue  wilV  still 
be  about  500,000;  and  as  our  permament  expenses^ 
including  the  interests  of  the  public  debt,  will  not 
exceed  440,000  dollars,  there  will  remain  a surplus 
of  60,000  dollars  applicable  to  extraordinary  ob- 
jects, This  sum  may  be  encreased  to  upwards  of 
100,000  by  financial  improvements.  The  funds  of 
the  state  will  be  augmented  by  the  payment  of  the 
debt  clue  from  the  United  States,  which  has  not 
yet  been  adjusted;  and  great  and  useful  accessions 
may  be  made  in  other  respects.  The  imposition 
of  auction  duties  in  lieu  of  those  of  the  United 
States,  lately  withdrawn,  will  protect  our  regular 
traders,  afford  some  relief  to  our  nianufactorieSf 
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and  enlarge  the  fund  for  internal  improvement.— 
The  revenue  from  escheats,  properly  collected, 
would  be  considerable,  and  a much  greater  sum 
may  be  raised  annually  by  the  lotteries  already  au- 
thorised by  law.  And  it  may  be  proper  to  observe 
that  our  financial  operations  may  be  facilitated  by 
the  establishment  of  an  office  for  the  transfer  of 
st-'rk  in  the  city  of  New-York,  which  can  be  done 
without  any  expense. 

This  view  of  our  finances  is  certainly  encourag- 
ing. It  shews  that  our  debt  may  be  greatly  reduc- 
ed; that  our  taxes  may  be  diminished  one  half, 
that  all  our  contemplated  improvements  may  be  ex- 
ecuted, and  that  a great  fund  will  still  remain  for 
all  the  beneficial  objects  of  society. 

The  public  lands  have  not  been  comprehended 
in  this  exposition  of  our  resources.  Including  the 
town  lots,  the  islands  and  our  rights  of  pre-emp- 
tion, together  w'ith  the  detached  parcels  and  large 
tracts,  I consider  them  fully  equivalent  in  value  to 
the  whole  debt  against  the  state.  The  immense 
fund  appropriated  to  schools  and  academies,  has 
also  been  kept  out  of  view,  because  I deem  it  a 
sacred  provision  for  the  education  of  the  present 
and  all  future  generations,  which  ought  never  to 
be  disturbed,  diverted  or  impaired. 

With  respect  to  the  debt  which  will  be  incurred 
in  the  prosecution  of  internal  improvements,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  light  tolls  on  our  own 
commodities,  and  higher  transit  duties  on  foreign 
productions,  will  in  a few  years  not  only  accumu- 
late a fund  for  its  extir.guishment,  but  be  a proli- 
fic source  of  revenue  for  the  general  purposes  of 
government.  And  tins  subject  may  in  other  respects 
form  the  basis  of  important  arrangements  in  our 
system  of  political  economy.  It  may  be  rendered 
a powerful  instrument  for  encouraging  our  own  ma 
nufactures,  and  for  restraining  the  pernicious  use 
of  foreign  commodities. 

The  best  systems  of  finance  are,  liowever,  vain 
and  illusory,  without  the  practice  of  economy. — 
Parsimony  ought  to  be  avoided  as  well  as  profusion, 
but  all  governments  are  too  prone  to  give  into 
wasteful  extravagance.  Appropriations  of  public 
money  should  be  cau'  iously  made,  and  its  expendi- 
tures carefully  watched.  The  accountability  of 
public  agents  should  be  enforced,  and  the  ordinary 
forms  of  legislation  ought  never  to  be  varied,  un- 
less in  extreme  cases.  With  the  observance  of 
these  salutary  precautions;  with  the  application  of 
a well  regulated  ecoimmy,  and  the  adoption  of  pro- 
per and  judicious  retrenchments,  1 feel  a thorough 
persuasion  that  the  flourishing  condition  of  our  fi- 
nances may  be  completely  restored;  that  all  our  im- 
provements maybe  sucessfully  executed;  and  that 
this  state,  rich  in  her  resources,  public  spirited  in 
her  objects,  wise  in  her  deliberations,  and  deter 
mined  in  her  purposes,  may  attain  unprecedented 
prosperity. 

Although  the  cultivation  of  the  blessings  of 
peace  is  most  congenial  with  the  spirit  of  our  go- 
vernment, the  precepts  of  religion  and  the  maxims 
of  sound  policy,  yet  the  seeds  of  war  and  contro- 
versy are  planted  too  deeply  in  the  constitution  of 
human  nature  for  us  to  expect  an  exemption  from 
the  common  fate  of  nations;  and  the  experience  of 
the  United  States  utterly  forbids  the  hope.  Since 
our  existence  as  a nation,  besides  the  war  of  the 
^•evolution  and  contests  witli  the  savages  of  this 
continent  and  the  barbarians  of  Africa,  we  liave 
been  engaged  in  hostilities  with  France  and  Great 
Britain.  We  are  in  the  neigl)boil)ood  of  British 
and  Spanish  provinces.  Our  enterprising  spirit  of 
migration  and  commerce  will  bring  us  in  contact 


with  the  trading  and  colonial  establishments  of 
Russia.  The  West-lndia  islands,  owned  by  difTe. 
ent  sovereigns,  may  in  the  course  of  time  be  a 
fruitful  source  of  controversy;  and  our  extensive 
commerce  will  of  en  render  it  necessary  to  vindi- 
cate our  neutral  rights  against  the  aggressions  of 
the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe.  Even  at  tliis 
present  period,  the  patriotic  struggle  of  the  people 
of  Spanish  America  for  emancipation  from  the  re- 
straints of  commercial  monopoly,  and  the  shackles 
of  colonial  subjection,  may  compromlt  our  jui- 
cific  relations,  \\ffiatever  may  be  the  cause,  the 
lime  must  arrive  when  it  will  become  nece.ssary  t o 
appeal  to  the  sword,  and  this  apjieal  ought  never 
to  be  made  without  finding  us  in  a slate  of  ample 
preparation. 

Permit  me  then  to  recommend  to  your  attention 
the  revision  and  amelioration  of  our  militia  system. 

The  statutes  relative  to  the  militia  were  not  re- 
vised in  1812,  and  it  is  now  necessary  to  combine 
them  into  one  law;  to  reconcile  their  different  lu  o- 
visions,  and  to  engraft  such  amendments  as  expe- 
rience has  shown  to  be  proper.  It  is  believed  that 
essential  improvements  may  be  made  in  the  organi- 
zation, dress  and  discipline  of  the  militia;  in  the 
imposition,  collection  and  disposition  of  fines;  in 
the  promotion  of  military  instruction,  and  in  the 
encouragement  of  meritorious  service  or  distin- 
guished skill.  In  consequence  of  some  of  the  im- 
perfect state  of  some  of  tl»e  returns,  the  precise 
number  of  our  enrolled  militia  cannot  be  a-icer- 
tained,  but  it  may  be  safely  estimated  at  120,000 
men.  This  immense  physical  force  properly  orga- 
nized, arranged,  armed  and  directed,  may  defy  the 
eflbrts  of  any  enemy.  But  it  ought  not  to  be  con- 
cealed, that  not  one  third  of  our  militia  is  armed 
and  equipped;  and  that  too  in  a very  imperfect 
manner.  This  state  does  not  own  more  than  twen- 
ty thousand  stand  of  arms.  The  act  of  congre.'-s 
of  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body 
of  the  militia,  however  well  intended,  is  totally 
inadequate  to  the  object.  Our  militia  incrCvases 
more  rapidly  than  the  supply,  and  even  if  our  po- 
pulation were  stationary,  it  would  take  near  half  a 
century  before  ample  provisions  could  be  derived 
from  that  source. 

The  constitution  of  the  state  ordains  that  the 
militia  at  all  times,  as  "’ell  in  peace  as  in  war, 
shall  be  armed  and  disciplined,  and  in  readines.s 
for  service,  and  that  a proper  magazine  of  warlike 
stores  proportionate  to  the  number  of  inhabitants, 
shall  forever  at  the  expense  of  the  state  and  by  acts 
of  the  legislature,  be  established,  maintained,  and 
continued,  in  every  county.  Although  it  has  not 
been  practicable  to  comply  with  these  injunctions 
in  their  strict  sense  and  to  tlieir  full  extent,  yet  it 
is  certainly  our  duty  as  well  from  reverence  for  the 
constitution,  as  from  regard  for  the  public  safety, 
to  replenish  our  arsenals  and  magazines,  and  to 
give  our  physical  force  all  the  advantages  of  ener- 
getic arrangement  and  complete  equipment. 

The  system  of  criminal  jurisprudence  which  was 
adopted  in  1796,  has  not  realized  the  cxpectatiuii.s 
of  benevolence.  Tlie  expenses  of  this  establish- 
ment to  the  first  day  of  the  present  mouth,  amount 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  §976,157  44,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  principal  items: 

For  erecting  the  prison,  incUiding  the 

site,  ‘ ^ _ 243,346  00 

For  Uie  support  of  the  institution,  ex- 
clusive of  the  compensation  of  the 

officers  and  guard,  374,846  70 

For  the  saUries  of  the  officers  of  the 

prison,  exclusive  of  the  gu.ir.l,  2.55,3?!  4'' 
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For  pay  of  the  guurd,  ir.cluding  their 

arms,  clothing,  &c.  134j660  16 

For  transportation  of  convicts  to  th§ 

state  prison,  since  1812  inclusive, 

being  before  that  year  paid  by  the 

agent  of  the  prison,  67,930  15 

976,157  44 

The  efficacy  of  this  system  in  reforming  offend 
crs,  has  not  stood  the  test  of  experiment;  and  as 
it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  accurate  accounts  of 
the  convictions  under  the  old  system,  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  state  with  certainty,  whether  crimes 
have  increased  under  the  new,  because  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a fair  result,  it  is  necessary  to  compare 
the  convictions  and  the  population  under  the  ope- 
ration of  both  codes;  but  I am  induced  to  believe 
that  in  this  momentous  respect,  it  has  not  answer- 
ed our  wishes.  It  is  with  inexpressible  regret  that 
I am  compelled  by  an  imperious  sense  of  duty,  to 
make  this  communication.  J have  done  it  not  with 
a view  of  re-introducing  sanguinary  punishments, 
which  are  as  abhorrent  to  my  feelings  as  they  are 
to  the  policy  of  good  government,  but  to  attract 
your  attention  to  this  important  subject,  and  to 
solicit  the  full  exertion  of  your  faculties  in  its  in- 
vestigation. I am  persuaded  that  the  penitentiary 
system  has  not  been  subjected  to  a fair  experiment, 
and  that  under  a proper  arrangement,  and  a virtu- 
ous and  able  administration,  it  will  answer  all  the 
ends  of  criminal  justice,  without  imposing  any 
great  burden  on  the  state. 

It  is  reasonable  to  impute  our  disappointment  in 
a considerable  degree  to  the  incompetency  of  the 
means  provided  for  executing  the  system  on  an  ex 
tensive  scale.  The  want  of  room  has  been  hostile 
to  discipline,  injurious  to  industry,  and  productive 
of  heavy  expenses;  and  when  the  state  undertook 
to  carry  on  extensive  manufacturing  operations, 
jt  became  liable  to  losses,  in  every  stage  of  their 
progress  from  the  purchase  of  the  raw  material  to 
the  sale  of  the  wrought  article.  The  injudicious 
organization  of  the  board  of  superintendence;  the 
repealed  changes  in  that  body,  and  the  unavoida- 
ble frequency  of  pardons  have  also  produced  detri- 
mental effects.  But  making  ample  allowance  for 
all  these  disadvantages  and  comparing  our  peniten- 
tiary with  those  of  other  states,  I cannot  resist  the 
impression  that  there  has  been  some  radical  error 
in  the  general  management.  I behoves  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  to  institute  a solemn  en- 
quiry; to  ascci  taiu  the  causes  of  the  failure,  and 
to  apply  the  appropriate  remedies. 

The  efficacy  of  the  penitentiary  system  might  be 
signally  promoted  by  the  erection  of  solitary  cells 
jn  the  several  counties  for  the  punishment  of  all  of 
fenders  below  the  degree  of  grand  larceny,  and  by 
doubling  tho  value  of  the  property  stolen  in  order 
to  constitute  that  crime.  Solitary  confinement  is, 
next  to  death,  the  most  appalling  punishment  which 
can  be  inflicted  on  a human  being;  and  the  e:tpense 
of  erecting  these  prisons  and  of  maintaining  the 
convicts  will  be  very  inconsiderable,  when  compar- 
ed with  the  importance  of  the  object.  Under  our 
present  code,  the  pardoning  power  has  been  fre- 
quently exercised  in  a salutary  manner  by  prescrib- 
ing as  a condition  that  the  convict  to  w’ho’m  mercy 
is  extended,  shall  depart  from  the  state  and  never 
return.  This  is  in  substance  the  punishment  of  ba- 
nishment, and  it  would  be  well  to  fortify  the  cffi 
cacy  of  such  pardons,  by  imposing  severe  penalties 
for  their  violation. 

As  connected  generally  with  this  subject,  it  is 
proper  to  mention  that  the  dispensation  of  criminal 


justice  is  attended  with  heavy,  and  it  is  beli  ed, 
with  unnecessary  expense;  and  that,  great  benefits 
might  probably  arise  from  some  improvements  in 
the  system,  and  from  a new  arrangement  of  the 
court  of  exchequer. 

In  the  case  of  creditors  and  debtors  our  law  has 
departed  from  its  general  policy,  and  has  authoris- 
ed the  former  to  wield  the  power  of  punishment 
by  the  imprisonment  of  the  latter  for  a default  in 
the  payment  of  debts,  without  considering  whe- 
ther the  failure  be  imputable  to  misfortune  or  to 
fraud.  Within  a few  years  this  code  has  been  re- 
laxed, and  the  debtor  has  been  liberated  from  close 
incarceration,  and  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  ex- 
tensive limits  on  giving  security  that  he  will  not 
depart  from  them.  The  consequence  is  that  it  en- 
tangles, and  holds  only  the  poor  and  the  forlorn, 
while  those  favored  with  friends  or  opulence 
escape  from  its  severity.  If  the  legislature  shall 
consider  it  expedient  to  change  the  present  system 
and  exempt  the  unfortunate  debtor  from  the  pe- 
nalties of  imprisonment,  rigorous  provisions  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  the  punishment  of  fraud,  and  the 
rights  of  creditors  should  be  fortified  by  the  ter- 
rors of  criminal  punishment.  But  if  it  shall  be 
deemed  unadvisable  to  proceed  to  that  extent,  the 
poor  debtor  confined  witliin  the  walls  of  a prison, 
ought  at  least  to  be  supported  by  his  unrelenting 
creditor,  and  the  repetition  of  scenes  at  which  hu- 
manity shudders  ought  no  longer  to  disgrace  our 
country. 

Our  statues  relating  to  the  poor  are  borrowed 
from  the  English  system.  And  the  experience  of 
that  country  as  well  as  our  own,  shews  that  pauper- 
ism increases  with  the  augmentation  of  the  funds 
applied  to  its  relief.  This  evil  has  proceeded  to 
such  an  alarming  extent  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
that  the  burdens  of  heavy  taxation  which  it  has  im- 
posed, menace  a diminution  of  the  population  of 
that  city,  and  a depreciation  of  its  real  property. 
The  consequences  will  be  very  injurious  to  the 
whole  state;  for  the  decay  of  our  great  market  will 
be  felt  in  every  department  of  productive  labor. 
Under  the  present  system  thefruits  ofindustry  are 
appropriated  to  the  wants  of  idleness;  a laborious 
poor  man  is  taxed  for  the  support  of  an  idle  beg- 
gar; and  the  vice  of  mendicity,  no  longer  consider- 
ed degrading,  infects  a considerable  portion  of  our 
population  in  large  towns.  I am  persuaded  that 
the  sooner  a radical  reform  takes  place,  the  bet- 
ter. The  evil  is  contagious,  and  a prompt  extir- 
pation can  alone  prevent  its  pernicious  extension. 
The  inducement  to  pauperism  may  be  destroyed 
by  rendering  it  a greater  evil  to  live  by  charity 
than  by  industry:  its  mischiefs  may  be  mitigated 
by  diminishing  the  expenses  of  our  charitable  es- 
tablishments and  by  adopting  a system  of  coercive 
labor:  and  its  causes  may  be  removed  by  prevent- 
ing intemperance  and  extravagance,  and  by  intel- 
lectual, moral  and  religious  cultivation.  It  is  the 
decree  of  heaven  that  our  lives  should  be  spent  in 
useful  or  active  employment.  “In  the  sm  eat  of  thy 
face  shall  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  unto  the 
ground,”  was  the  declaration  of  the  Almighty  to 
our  first  parent;  and  a course  of  blind  indiscrimi- 
nating  prodigal  benevolence  defeats  its  own  object, 
by  attempting  to  counteract  the  laws  of  our  nature, 
aiid  the  designs  of  Providence. — Charity  is  an  ex- 
alted virtue,  but  it  ought  to  be  f ounded  on  rea  son 
and  regulated  by  wisdom — While  we  must  consider 
as  worthy  of  all  praise  and  patronage  religious  and 
moral  socielies,  Sunday,  free,  and  charity  schools, 
houses  of  industry,  orphan  asylums,  saving  banks, 
land  all  other  establishments,  which  prevent  or  ai- 
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leviate  the  evils  of  pauperism,  by  inspiring  nidus 
try,  dispensing  employment  and  inculcating  econo- 
my; by  improving  the  mind,  cultivating  tlie  heart 
and  elevating  the  character,  we  are  t^quajly  bound 
to  discourage  those  institutions  v.diicli  furnisli  the 
aliment^  of  mendicity  by  removing  the  incentives 
to  labor,  and  administering  to  the  blandishments  of 
sensuality. 

The  Indians  in  our  territory  are  experiencing  the 
fate  of  all  savage  and  barbarous  tribes  in  the  yicini 
ty  of  civilized  nations,  and  are  constantly  deterio 
rating  in  character  and  diminisliing  in  number;  and 
before  the  expiration  of  half  a century  tliere  is  a 
strong  probability  that  they  will  entirely  disappear. 
'I'heir  reservations  amount  to  about  250,000  acres 
of  excellent  land,  but  as  the  greater  part  is  within 
the  cession  to  Massachusetts,  the  state  has  but 
little  interest  in  the  in-e-empiion.  It  is  understood 
that  the  western  Indians  are  desirous  that  ours 
■should  emigrate  to  an  extensive  territory  remote 
from  white  population,  and  which  will  be  granted 
to  them  gratuitously.  As  this  will  preserve  them 
from  rapid  destruction,  as  it  is  in  strict  unison 
with  the  prescriptions  of  humanity,  and  will  not 
interfere  with  the  blessings  of  religious  instruc- 
tion; and  as  their  places  will  be  supplied  by  indus- 
trious and  useful  settlers,  who  will  augment  our 
population  and  resources,  it  is  presumed  that  there 
-can  be  no  reasonable  objections  to  their  removal. 

This,  however,  ought  to  be  free  and  voluntary  on 
their  part,  and  whenever  it  takes  place,  it  is  our 
•duty  to  see  that  they  receive  an  ample  compensa- 
tion for  their  territory.  At  the  present  time  they 
are  frequently  injured  and  defrauded  by  intrusions 
upon  their  lands,  and  some  of  the  most  valuable 
domains  of  the  state  are  subjected  to  similar detri 
ment.  It  is  very  desirable  that  our  laws  should 
provide  adequate  remedies  in  these  cases,  and  that 
they  should  be  rigorously  enforced. 

The  evils  arising  from  the  disordered  state  of 
our  currency,  have  been  aggravated  by  the  banking 
ojierations  of  individuals,  and  the  unauthorised 
emission  of  small  notes  by  corporations.  They  re- 
quire the  immediate  and  correcting  interposition 
of  the  legislature.  I also  submit  it  to  your  serious 
consideration,  whether  the  incorporation  of  banks 
in  places  where  they  are  not  required  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  commerce,  trade  or  manufactures,  ought 
to  be  countenanced.  Such  institutions  having  but 
few  deposits  of  money,  must  rely  for  their  profits 
principally  upon  the  circulation  of  their  notes,  and 
they  are  tlierefore  tempted  to  extend  it  beyond 
their  faculties.  These  bills  are  diffused  either  in 
the  shape  of  loans,  or  by  appointing  confidential 
.agents  to  exchange  them  for  those  of  other  estab- 
lishments. But  tiie  former  mode  beii^g  conducive 
to  profit,  is  at  first  generally  adopted,  and  in  the 
early  stages  of  their  operations,  discounts  are  li- 
berally dispensed.  This  produces  an  apparent  ac- 
tivity of  business  and  the  indications  of  prosperity. 
But  it  is  all  fictitious  and  deceptive,  resembling  the 
hectic  heat  of  consuming  disease,  not  the  genial 
warmth  of  substantial  health.  A re-action  soon 
takes  place.  Their  bills  are  in  turn  collected  by 
rival  institutions,  or  pass  to  die  banks  of  the  great 
cities,  and  payment  being  required,  the  only  re- 
source left  is  to  call  in  their  debts,  and  exact  par- 
tial or  total  returns  of  their  loans.  ^iHie  continual 
struggle  between  conflicting  establi^.ments  to  col- 
lect each  other’s  notes,  occasions  constant  appre- 
hension. The  sphere  of  tlieir  operations  is  narrow- 
ed. Every  new  bank  contracts  the  area  of  their 
paper  circulation;  and  after  subjecTuig  the  commu- 
(liiUes  within  their  respective  spheres  of  operation 


■ ) the  perniciou'-  icissitudes  of  loans  at  on  period 
profusely  granted,  and  at  .another  parsimnni  nisl . 
withheld,  they  finally  settle  down  ln‘o  .slate  of 
torpid  inaction,  and  become  mere  conduits  of  ac- 
commodation to  a few  individuals.  'I  lie  legisla- 
ture are  then  solicited  to  apply  a remedy  by  the  in- 
corpoTation  of  other  banks,  whereas  every  new  one 
of  this  description,  unless  attended  by  peculiar 
circumstances,  paralizes  a portion  of  capital  and 
augments  the  general  distress. 

The  banisliment  of  metalic  money,  the  loss  ot 
commercial  confidence,  the  exliibition  of  fictitious 
capital,  the  increase  of  civil  prosecutions,  the  mul- 
tiplication of  crimes,  the  injurious  enhancement  of 
prices,  and  the  dangerous  e.xtenslon  of  credit,  are 
among  the  mischiefs  which  flow  from  this  state  of 
things.  And  it  is  worthy  of  serious  enrjuirv , whether 
a much  greater  augmentation  of  such  ins' itu' ions 
may  not  in  course  of  time  produce  an  explosion 
that  will  denjolish  tlie  whole  system.  The  sUjov 
and  periodical  returns  of  hu.sbandry  being  i:  com- 
petent  to  the  exigencies  of  banking  establishments, 
the  agricultural  interest  is  the  principal  sufl'ere  ’ 
by  these  proceedings.  And  it  is  v.  itli  deep  rtgre. 
that  I feel  constrained  to  mention  that  some  prac 
titioners  of  the  law,  regardless  of  tlie  high  respec- 
tability of  their  profession,  have  added  to  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  country  by  buying  up  notes  in  order 
to  obtain  exhorbitant  premiums  and  the  costs  of 
pi-osecutioR.  The  fall  of  the  maiinfactuti  ig  inter 
ests,  the  excessive  consumption  of  foreign  com- 
modities, and  the  introduction  of  wide-spreading 
luxury  and  wide- wasting  extravagance',  have  had  a 
most  pernicious  effect  on  the  public  welfare. 

But  I felicitate  you  on  the  prospect  of  better 
times.  The  blessings  of  Heaven  have  visited  the 
labors  of  the  husbandman  dindng  the  last  year, 
and  the  products  of  another  seastm  will  in  all  pro- 
bability create  a balance  in  f.ivor  of  the  country. 
Public  attention  is  awakened  to  the  encoiii’agement 
of  the  useful  arts,  and  to  the  diffusion  of  the  lights 
of  religion  and  knowledge,  and  we  are,  I hope, 
returning  to  these  habits  of  economy  and  those 
observances  of  republican  simplicity,  which  are 
demanded  by  the  voice  of  patriotism,  and  the 
genius  of  our  government.  And  When  we  compare 
our  actual  and  prospective  state  with  that  of  other 
nations,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  grateful  to 
Divine  Providence  for  the  exalted  destinies  of  our 
country. 

1 shall  now  lay  before  you  a letter  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  the  contemplat- 
ed canal  between  the  Seneca  Lake  and  one  of  the 
branches  of  tlie  Susquehannah  river;  a communica- 
tion from  the  secretary  of  state  enclosing  a repre- 
sentation of  the  minister  of  Great  Britain  respect- 
ing the  statute  of  the  -state  “to  amend  an  act  emit 
led  an  act  relative  to  the  pilots  ef  the  port  of  A . 
York”;  a request  from  the  engineer  of  the  \ ' 
States  who  superintends  the  erection  of  the  im 
portant  works  at  Rouse’s ’Point  on  lake  Champlain., 
for  further  cessions  of  soil  and  j<iri3dlcii.)i^;  cei  - 
tain  proceedings  of  the  states  of  Kentucky,  New 
Jer.sey  and  Connecticut,  respecting  amendmenis  to 
the  national  constitution,  and  sundry  papers  rela- 
tive to  the  demand  of  this  state  against  the  United 
States.  All  these  subjects  will  require  your  atten 
tion  in  the  -course  of  the  session,  but  the  last,  from 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  ougiit  to  be  imme- 
diately considered. 

I should  do  i’.ijustice  to  my  feelings,  were  T no:, 
to  express  my  grateful  and  re.-^pectful  sense  oT  th 
confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  people  of  ibi.. 
state. —Conscimis  that  louglitto  be  judged  bv  u. 
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conduct  and  not  by  my  professions,  I shall  wave 
the  usual  expressions  on  these  occasions,  and  shall 
only  declare  that  in  the  proper  performance  ofmy 
official  duties  1 rely  upon  the  cordial  concurrence 
of  the  co-ordinate  authorities,  and  the  magnani- 
mous support  of  the  people.  And  I humbly  im- 
plore the  blessings  of  Almighty  God  upon  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  our  high  responsibilities,  and  upon 
our  zealous  co-operation  with  the  national  and 
state  governments,  in  all  wise  and  patriotic  mea- 
sures to  promote  the  happiness,  to  advance  the 
honor  and  to  perpetuate  the  freedom  of  the  Ame- 
rican people.  DE  WITT  CLINTON. 

Albany,  January  2f,  1818. 


Indian  News. 

From  the  Georgia  Joitrnal,  Extra, 

[OFFICIAI..] 

Copy  of  a letter  from  maj.  gen.  Gaines  to  the  governor 
of  this  state^  received  last  night  by  express. 

HKAl)-Q.X7AUTEaS, 

Hartford,  Geo.  January  23, 1818. 

Sin — By  a letter  just  now  received  from  briga- 
dier general  Glascock,  I am  informed,  that  a party 
of  Indians  concealed  in  the  swamp  of  Cedar  creek, 

7 miles  east  of  Flint  river,  yesterday  morning,  fired 
upon  and  killed  Mr.  1'hos.  Leigh,  assistant  wag- 
gon master,  and  Samuel  Lofters,  of  captain  Avary’s 
company  of  Georgia  militia.  The  wa^on  master 
had  been  sent  out  with  a small  party  ^ men  and  a 
drove  of  pack-horses,  laden  with  provisions;  which, 
by  a prompt  and  jvidicious  arrangement  on  the  part 
of  mfjor  Heard,  were  secured,  with  the  residua  of 
the  party  and  horses.  Gen.  Glascock  immediately 
ordered  out  a detachment  under  major  Morgan,  in 
pursuit  of  the  Indians. 

By  a letter  from  col.  Arbuckleof  the  18lh  inst.  I 
learn,  that  the  Indians  were  to  assemble  near  the 
mouth  of  Flint  river,  on  the  2 1st.  for  the  purpose 
of  concerting  measures  for  the  destruction  of  the 
inhabitants  on  the  Chatahoochie,  and  the  redtiction 
of  Fort  Scott.  The  latter  they  calculate  upon 
starving  out.  Fort  Gaines  it  was  apprehended 
would  be  attacked.  One  of  the  inhabitants  (Mr. 
Weaver)  had  been  killed  near  the  fort;  a house  hud 
been  burnt,  and  some  property  destroyed. 

The  detachment  and  vessels  under  maj.  Muhlen- 
bufg  witli  military  stores  arrived  at  Fort  Scott 
witliout  any  material  loss,  other  than  that  mention- 
ed in  my  last,  although  incessantly  annoyed  by  a 
very  large  force  from  each  shore,  from  the  15th  to 
the  25th  of  December.  A supply  of  provision  or- 
dered in  November  last,  had  not  reached  the  Ap- 
palachicola  at  the  date  of  col.  Arhuckle’s  letter, 
(die  18th  inst.)  The  troops  were  then  without 
meat,  but  had  engaged  nearly  one  month’s  supply 
upon  the  Chattahoochie,  part  of  which  left  Fort 
Gaines  under  a strong  guard  on  the  16th.  The 
supply  of  flour  at  Fort  Scott  is  sufficient  allowing 
full  ration?  of  that  article  for  the  troops  there,  uadi 
tlie  middle  of  next  month;  and  the  arrival  of  sixty 
thousand  rations  from  New-Orleans  is  daily  expect- 
ed; and  even  should  tliis  supply  fail,  I have  not  a 
doubt  of  having  a competent  supply  sent  down  the 
Flint  and  Chattahoochie,  in  lime  to  prevent  the 
troops  from  suffering. 

1 h;ive  been  thus  particular  in  communicating  to 
your  excellency  the  state  of  our  supplies,  as  well 
as  tiie  movements  of  the  enemy,  from  an  impres- 
sion, that  a knowledge  of  these  .subjects  would  be 
acceptable  to  you,  an.d  beneficial  to  the  state  over 
u'iiicii  you  preside— as  well  as  from  a wisli  to  draw 
ircm  fi-ce  ccmn.-pn’catkTS  of  yopr  views 


wishes  upon  whatever  relates  to  the  public  service, 
connected  witli  my  command. 

I have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  with  equal  sur- 
prize and  indignation,  the  attenipts  that  have  been 
made  to  lull  the  public  mind  into  a belief,  that  the 
hostile  Indians  desire  peace,  and  are  willing  to  lay 
down  their  arms!  Sir,  there  will  be  no  peace  until 
those  Indians  are  severely  chastised. 

The  cliiefs  were  required  to  surrender  xhe  offen- 
ders! Is  was  deliberately  resolved  in  a large  coun- 
cil of  the  Seminoles  and  “Red  Sticks”  at  .\Iickasu- 
kee,  that  the  offenders  should  neither  be  punished 
nor  surrendered. 

Some  of  their  chiefs  have  truimpliantly  asserted, 
that  we  cannot  beat  them! — that  we  never  have 
beaten  them,  except  when  we  liad  **red  people  to 
help  usF  It  is  not  extraordinary  they  should  en- 
tertain these  opinions — ilieyknow  little  or  notliing 
of  tlie  strength  or  resources  of  our  country — and 
whatever  information  th.ey  have  derived  from  their 
white  friends  (British  officers  and  tr  aders)  could 
have  no  tendency  to  give  them  favorable  impres- 
sions towards  us.  'i'hey  must  be  beaten  before  tve  can 
reasonably  ca'cidate  upon  peace. 

It  is  well  kno^vn  tliat  seven  of  our  citizens  were 
killed  by  those  Indians  in  the  tvvo  years  immediate- 
ly succeeding  the  late  war  with  England.  Theif 
chiefs  admitted  this,  and  that  am.ong  the  number 
was  a woman  and  two  children  (Mrs.  Garrett  of 
this  state.) 

The  principal  chief,  Chapichimico,  in  notifying 
the  warriors  of  the  resolution  of  the  chiefs  in  coun- 
cil, added  that,  “the  clay  never  should  corae  when 
he  would  give  up  or  punish  a red  man  for  killing  a 
Whiteman.”  These  facts  have  been  communicaied 
to  me  by  Indians,  and  though  interpreters  who  I 
believe  to  be  men  of  truth — nor  have  I a doubt  but 
these  facts  were  well  known  to  those  philantlii’opic 
writers  of  Peace.,  who  have  had  the  sagacity  to  dis- 
cover,  that  hostilities  were  commenced  by  the 
troops  under  my  command,  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber last — and  that  we  are  the  aggressors. 

It  is  not  an  act  of  war,  according  to  this  doctrine, 
to  massacre  and  scalp  seven  unoflending  persons, 
among  them  a woman  and  her  infants!  Wiiat  num- 
ber then,  I would  ask,  the  massacre  ofwhich  would 
constitute  an  act  of  war.?  Sir,  my  own  humble  im- 
pressions upon  this  subject  are,  that  tlie  wanton 
massacre  of  an  infant  not  yet  able  to  lisp  the  enviable 
declaration  of  “/  am  asi  American  citizeyxf  sliould 
be  as  promptly  avenged,  as  if  fif  y,  or  fifty  thousand 
citizens  had  been  thus  massacred.  When  reparu  ton 
is  refused  by  the  nation  (whether  red  or  white,  civi- 
lized or  savage)  to  whom  the  offenders  belong — 
the  nation  itself  becomes  accountable,  and  should 
be  chastised  for  the  outrage. 

I have  little  confidence  in  the  expectation  of  ob- 
taining any  considerable  aid  from  the  friendly  In- 
dians; even  should  they  join  me,  the  loss  of  '.iieir 
chiefs  may  induce  them  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  warriors  under  Perryman,  and  go  over  to  the 
enemj'^;  and  I owe  it  to  myself  and  to  the  public 
service  to  apprize  you  of  the  existence  of  a spirit 
of  opposition,  lending  to  counteract  my  efforts, 
having  recently  manifested  itself  in  what  is  deem- 
ed to  be  the  friendly  part  of  the  Creek  Nation; 
originating  as  I have  reason  to  believe,  with  some 
eyil  disposed  white  persons,  actually  engaged  in 
smuggling  negroes  into  the  United  Stales  from 
East  Florida.  A considerable  number,  as  I am 
credibly  informed  and  believe,  have  been  taken 
to  the  immediate  vimnity  of  Ihe  Creek  Agency. 
It  rests  with  the  agent  to  detect  or  explain  this 
jpparent  violation  of  law.  Tire  movement  of  the 
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troops' and  the  active  and  general  hostility  of  the  [ for  sale,  to  be  held  to  labor,  which  was  passed  to 
Jndi.ms  near  the  Florida  line,  will  have  a strong  ! a second  reading. 

tendency  to  render  this  abominable  traffic  difticult  j Feb.  10. — A good  deal  of  preparatory  business 
and  perilous;  hence  I expect  to  be  honored  with  j was  transacted  this  day  and  shall  be  noticed  as  it 


the  ill  will  of  every  one  engager,  in  it 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resp-’ctfullv,  vour 
obedient  servant,  EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Maj.Gen.  commanding. 

His  exccUcncy  Jf  'm.  Kubun. 

Office  of  the  Georgia  Journal^ 
AJilledgeville,  Jan.  30. 

An  express  from  gen.  Gaines  to  the  executive, 
reached  here  this  morning,  with  the  following  un- 
pleasant intelligence. 

Head  qiu li  ters,  Hartford,  Ga.  Jan.  28,  1818. 

Sir — 1 have  just  now  received  a letter  from  Wm. 
Harris,  esq.  of  Telfair,  containing  the  painful  intel- 
ligence of  the  massacre  of  Mr.  Daniel  Dikes  and 
his  family,  by  a party  of  Indians,  on  the  Satilla, 


progresses. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mil- 
ford  (Connecticut)  Marble  company,  praying  the 
imposition  of  a duty  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
wrought  marble. 

Mr.  Lacoefe  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Phi- 
ladelphia  society  for  the  promotion  of  .American 
manufactures;  praying  further  protection  to  domes- 
tic manufactures. 

Mr.  Rnggles  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  conjmittee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  by  law  to  compel  a more  prompt 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  pay-masters  and 
40  miles  from  Telfiir  courthouse.  Mr.  Hirris  quarter-masters  of  the  late  army, 
adds,  that  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  some!  Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Barbour  intro- 
other  families  have  fallen  near  the  residence  of  .Mr.  | duced,  by  leave,  a bill  to  promote  the  progress  of 
Dikes.  I have  ordered  a detachment  of  cavalry  to  | the  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  all  tlie  acts  hereto- 
that  frontier,  to  pursue  the  Indians  as  far  as  practi-  jfore  made  for  that  purpose;  which  was  read  and 
cable.  .passed  to  a second  reading. 

A detachment  of  col.  Wimberly’s  regiment  of  | Feb.  11. — A message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
infantry  will  be  sent  down  the  Flint  on  the  Indian  isident  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe, 
side,  towards  the  Big  Bend,  with  orders  to  recon- 1 transmitting  copies  of  the  reports,  in  relation  to 
noitre  the  country,  and  arrestor  attack  any  parties  the  surveys  and  examinations  made  by  naval  offi- 
found  in  that  quarter.  - --  - - nr>  . 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 


obedient  servant,  EDMOND  P.  GAINES, 

Major-general  commanding. 

IBs  excellency  Wm.  Rabun. 

d;j=*General  Jackson  left  Nashville  on  the  22nd 
inst.  for  Fort  Scott,  to  take  command  of  the  army 
against  the  Seminoles.  The  1000  mounted  volun- 
teers from  Tennessee  were  to  rendezvous  at  Fay- 
etteville on  the  31st  uU.  'I  he  general  was  accom- 
panied by  a handsome  company  of  young  men, 
promptly  equipped,  as  his  guard. 


CONGRESS. 

SENATE. 

February  6. — IMr.  Williatvs,  of  Miss,  submitted 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  reservation  of  such 
tracts  of  land  within  the  several  land  districts  of 
the  United  States,  as  may  in  the  opinion  of  the 
president  be  suitable  sites  for  the  laying  out  and 
establishing  towns;  and  for  the  sales  of  the  lots 
therein.  [.Adopted  next  day.] 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the  laws  relative 

to  the  promulgation  of  the  acts  of  congress. 

[.Adopted  next  day  ] 

The  request  of  the  other  house  for  a conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes,  respecting  brevet  extra 
pay,  having  been  announced — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  senate  agreed  to 
the  proposed  conference,  :^ppointed,  as  managers 
on  their  part,  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Ten.  and  Bar- 
bour,- and 

The  senate  w’ent  into  the  consideration  of  the  ex- 
ecutive busii»es9;  after  which 

The  senate  adjourned  to  Monda)’. 

Feb.  y. — Mr.  Goldsborough,  from  the  committee 


cers,  in  co  operation  with  officers  of  the  corps  of 
engineer.s. 

^ The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion made  yesterday,  respecting  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  the  paymasters  and  quartermas- 
ters  of  the  late  army,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  resolution  to  instruct  the  committee  of 
claims  to  enquire  into  the  e.xpediency  of  providing 
for  the  examination  and  allowance  of  moneys  paid 
by  the  state  of  Massachusetts  fur  the  supplies  and 
services  of  the  militia  of  that  stale,  employed  dur- 
ing the  late  war  in  the  common  defence,  so  far  as 
tli£  same  may  be  clue,  on  principles  of  v quity  and 
justice,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to,  tvithoiit  de- 
bate. 

Feb.  12.  After  a good  deal  of  other  business— 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  managers  on  tlie  part  of 
the  senate,  of  the  conference  upon  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  houses  on  the  senate’s  amend- 
ment to  the  military  appropriation  bill,  made  are- 
port  embracing  a detail  of  tlie  proceedings  of  the 
conference,  anci  of  llieir  inability  to  agree  on  tlie 
subject  ; which  report  was  read. 

HOUSE  OF  KEPIIKSESTATIYES. 

Friday,  February  6.— Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  elections,  made  a report,  accompanied  by 
sundry  documents,  amongst  which  is  a letter  from 
Mr.  Mumford  to  the  committee,  on  the  case  of 
George  Mumford,  a member  of  this  house  from 
North-Caroiina,  whose  right  to  a seat  has  been  ques- 
tioned,  because  he  had  not,  previously  to  attending 
the  house,  resigned  the  office  of  princip-il  assessor 
in  his  district.  The  report  concludes,on  the  ground 
that  the  duties  and  compensation  of  the  office  (and 
of  course  the  office  itself)  had  expired,  that  Geo. 
Mumford  is  entitled  to  a seat  in  the  house.  The 
report  was  read  and  committed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  stating  that  the  report  to  this 
house  from  the  war  department,  dated  on  the  20tli 
of  February  last,  contains  ail  the  information  to  be 
found  in  that  department,  in  relation  to  ‘the  claims 
of  the  state  of  .Massachusetts,  for  the  expenses  of 


to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a bill  calling  out  the  militia  of  tliat  state  during  the  late 
regulating  the  transportation  of  persons  of  color  ■ war,  and  the  reasons  why  they  have  not  been  si- 
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lowed;’  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth^  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  be 
requested  (if  in  his  opinion  not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interest)  to  lay  before  this  house  the 
correspondence  with  the  government  of  Spain,  to 
which  the  letter*  of  Geo.  W.  Erving,  the  American 
minister  near  that  court,  of  the  26th  October,  1S16, 
communicated  with  his  message  of  the  29th  Jan. 
2818.  refers,  and  any  subsequent  correspondence 
between  the  two  governments  on  the  same  subject. 

And  a committee  was  appointed  to  lay  the  said 
resolution  before  the  president. 

The  house  took  up  the  senate’s  message,  insist- 
ing on  tlieir  amendment  to  the  military  appropria- 
tion bill,  (respecting  brevet  pay)  and  agreed  to 
insist  on  its  disagreement  thereto;  and  to  ask  of 
tlie  senate  a conference  thereon:  to  manage  which 
conference  on  the  part  of  this  house,  Messrs.  Lovm- 
<lesy  Smithy  of  Md.  and  Pitkin  were  appointed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  maj.  gen.  Ar- 
thur St,  Clair,  was  read  a third  time,  passed  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Mondayy  February  9. — Several  reports  were  re- 
ceived from  committees,  of  no  general  importance. 

Mr.  JVe-iston  reported  a bill  “to  increase  the  du- 
ties on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  iron  in  pigs,  castings, 
nails  and  allum;  and  to  disallow  the  drawback  ol 


*The  following  is  the  letter  referred  to: 

MB.  EKVIJrG  TO  MB.  CEVALIOS. 

Madkid,  Oct.  25th,  1816. 

To  his  excellency  Don  Pedro  CevalloSy  first  secretary 
of  state y &c. 

Sir — By  your  excellency’s  note  of  the  17th  Inst, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  Sept.  26th,  respecting  the  pro- 
clamation blockade  of  gen.  Morillo,  and  the  rava- 
ges on  the  American  commerce,  which  are  com- 
mitting under  it,  I am  told  that  his  majesty  has 
ordered  that  information  shall  be  taken  C se  pida 
informe J of  the  tribunal  of  admiralty. 

TliHt  gen,.  Morillo  has  issued  such  a proclama- 
tion as  I have  described  in  my  note  of  Sept,  26th, 
is  a fact  of  universal  notoriety;  your  excellency  has 
had  before  you  long  since,  the  correspondence  be- 
tween t'ae  American  secretary  of  state  and  Mr. 
Onis  on  the  subject,  and  I have  transmitted  to  you 
a copy  of  tlie  letter  of  Don  Francisco  Montalvo, 
viceroy  of  Santa  Fe,  to  the  American  commission- 
er,Mv.*  Hughes, in  which  the  existence  of  the  block- 
ade is  admitted,  and  in  which  the  American  go- 
vernment is  referred  for  redress  to  his  Catholic 
majesty.  It  was,  therefore,  that,  by  the  orders  of 
my  government,  I wro.te  to  you  on  the  subject. 
With  the  fact  which  I have  above  stated  before  to 
you,  I am  wholly  at  a loss  to  imagine  what  kind  of 
information  the  tribunal  of  admiralty  can  afford, 
which  may  regulate  the  decision  of  his  majesty  on 
the  subject. 

The  tribunal  cannot  deny  the  existence  of  the 
proclamation;  it  cannot  show  that  the  proclamation 
AS  legal;  it  cannot  deny  that  American  vessels  have 
been  laketi  under  the  proclamation;  it  cannot  con- 
test the  right  of  the  American  government  to  de- 
mand the  restitution  of  such  vessels. 

In  fine,  sir,  it  is  my  duty  to  assure  you,  that  any 
demur  or  delay  in  affording  the  satisfaction  de- 
manded, in  a case  of  this  principal  importance, 
cannot  but  be  very  sensibly  felt  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States. 

I renew  lo  you  assurances  of  the  very  distinguish- 
iconsideration  with  which  I am  yours,  &c. 

G.  W.  FRYING. 


duties  on  the  exportation  of  gun  powder.  [The 
duties  to  be  substituted  for  those  now  existing  are, 
on  iron  pigs,  50  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron 
castings,  75  cents  per  hundred  weiglit;  on  nails  four 
cents  per  pound;  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  except- 
ing iron  manufactured  by  rolling,  one  dollar  per 
Imndred  weight;  and  on  allum,  two  dollars  per 
hundred  weight.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund, 
(the  president  of  the  senate,  the  chief-justice  of  the 
U.  States,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
attorney  general.)  [The  amount  of  the  public  debt 
on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1818,  stands  at  §99,004, 800  51  ] 

[Both  houses  of  congress  adjourned  at  very  early 
hour  this  day — “probably,”  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer obsei'ves,  “on  account  of  the  excessive 
cold.” 

Tuesdagy  February  10. — Mr.  Simkins,  from  S.  C. 
appeared  yesterday,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkinsoriy  it  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
directed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Smyth  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
“concerning  half-pay  pensions,  &c.  and  for  other 
purposes.” 

After  many  amendments,  the  details  having  been 
gone  through,  the  committee  rose,  reported  the 
bill  to  the  house,  which  then  adjourned. 

[The  National  Intelligencer,  of  Wednesday,  ob- 
serves—“The  bill  reported  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  West-In- 
dia  islands  and  possessions  in  North  America,  was 
worthy  of  more  particular  notice,  than  from  its 
technical  title  of  “a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
regulating  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  &c.”  we 
gave  to  it.  It  is  a literal  transcript,  we  believe,  of 
the  bill  reported  by  the  same  committee  at  the  last 
session;  which  was  ably  debated,  but  was  laid  over 
as  deserving  more  mature  consideration.  Few  sub- 
jects of  the  present  session  are  likely  to  excite 
more  interest  than  this  bill  for  countervailing  the 
British  colonial  policy;  if  we  except,  perhaps,  the 
bill  for  establishing  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy, which  seems  to  be  loudly  demanded  from 
all  sections  of  the  country.] 

Wednesday,  Feb.  11. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Mills, 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  were  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting  from 
duty  the  articles  of  Sicilian  sumac  and  merino  wool, 
imported  into  the  United  Stales. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  concerning  half-p.  y 
pensions,  &c.  and  agreed,  successively,  to  all  the 
amendments  thereto  reported  by  the  committee. 

After  several  proposed  amendments  and  much 
debate, — The  question  v/as  then  taken  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Ken.  Barbejr,  Ohio,  Beecher,  Bellin- 
ger, Bloomfield,  Bryan,  Butler,  Campbell,  Colston,  Comstock, 
Cruger,  Culbreth,  Earle,  Eilicoit,  Erving,  S.  C.  Floyd,  .Foraey, 
Fuller,  Gage,  Harrison,  Hendricks,  Herkimer,  Hitchcock,  Holmes, 
Mass.  Hunter,  Irving,  N.  Y.  Johnson,  Ken.  Kiiisey,  Lawyer,  Little; 
Marr,  Mason,  Mass.  Mercer,  Merrill,  Mosely,  Murray,  T.  M.  Nel- 
son, New,  Ogle,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Patterson,  Pindall, Porter,  Quarles, 
Reed,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Lou.  Silsbee,  Simpkins,  Smith,  Balt. 
Southard,  Spencer,  Stuart,  Md.  Tallmadge,  Trimble,  Tucker,  S.  C.. 
Walker,  N.  C.  Walker,  Ken.  Wallace,  Wendorei,  Wliitcsid?; 
Whitman,  Williams  N.  Y.  Wilkin— f>?. 
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NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Allen,  Vt.  13ali,  opinion,  WOUM  (lispraCC  the  most  desnolic  ITO- 
Barhour,  Va.  Usteman,  Bayley,  Bennett,  Blount,  Boss,  Burwell,  v»rnmpnt  in  Mo  acVo/1  o.......  • 

ClaibornV,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cuslnnan.  Dariington,  Desha.  Drake,  V.  mment  in  the  world.  He  asked  if  tl^  Superior 
Edwards,  Folger,  Forsyth,  Garnett  Hale,  Hall,  Del.  Hall,  N.  C.  otticers  of  ths  army  and  navy  had  uot  sufficient  (lis- 
psbrouek,  Hogg,  Holmes,  Con.  Hopkinson,  Hundingdon,  Kirt  tlie' inferior  officers  i.n  the  honors, 

tend,  Linn,  Li  vt'nnore.LowndfS,  McLane,  W.  Maclay,  Wa  P.  Mac-  , . , 4 4*  j • -i  ^ 

lay,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Moore,  Morton,  Mumfonl.  Jer.  N Ison,  in  tne  emolujnents  OI  their  Station,  and  ill  the 

Ogden,  Orr,  Owen,  Pitkin,  Poindexter,  Rhea,  Rich.  Uieliards,  rewards  and  gratitude  of  the  public.^  When,  for- 

of  xelf.re.pect  and  of  their  cU.iy  to  the  pub- 
Storrs,  Strong,  Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrill,  Terry,  Tompkins,  Town-  1|C,  they  should  commit  crimes,  Wliy  should  a dlS- 
seiid,  Tucker,  Va.  Tyler,  Uphani,  Westerlo,  Williams,  Conn,  tinctioii  still  be  made  betwe.en  them  and  their  in- 
Williams,  N.C  Wilson,  Penn.— 79.  - - 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Storrsy  under  a belief  that  the  bill  had  been 
rejected  from  a dislike  to  the  3d  section,  or  some 
other  feature,  and  tliat,  divested  of  the  objectiona- 
ble provisions,  tlie  bill  would  pass,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  just  taken,  tliat  the  bill  might  be 
modified  and  rendered  .accep  ible  to  the  house. 

This  motion  after  some  discussion,  was  negativ 
ed — ayes  53,  noes  86;  and  the  house  adjourned 
Thursday,  February  12. — After  other  business — 

Mr.  Loivudesy  from  the  committee  of  conft-rence  on 
the  disagreeing  voies  of  the  two  houses,  on  thai 
part  of  ihe  general  military  nnproprialiori  bill  whic’ 
respects  extri,  pay  to  ofiicrrs  of  brevet  rank  when 
on  separate  service,  maile  a detailed  report,  stating 
the  views  of  the  committee  of  iliis  tiouse,  adverse 
to  that  appropriation,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
the  conferees,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  sustained 
their  preference  of  it.  It  appears  the  committees 
of  the  two  bouses  parted  without  being  able  to  come 


feriors?  In  this  country,  he  understood,  that  all 
men  committing  crimes,  equally  violate  the  laws 
and  ought  therefore  to  stand  on  thC'Same  fooling. 
I'he  only  difference  between  them  should  be  this; 
that  stronger  testimony  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
jury,  be  required  to  convict  a man  of  a fair,  high 
and  honorable  character,  than  one  of  a different 
description.  Will  you,  said  Mr.  J.  make  the  dis- 
tinction that  one  officer  shall  be  punished  hy  death 
for  an  offence,  which,  in  another  i.s  punishable  by 
a simple  reprimand.?  Look  at  the  law  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  nayy.  You  will  find  that  the  infe- 
rior  who  commits  an  assault  on  a superior  officer, 
forfeits  his  life!  Why  punish  him  more  seve  ely 
than  for  a like  offence  you  would  any  other  ci  izen 
of  the  United  States.?  If  any  other  citizen  com- 
mits an  assault,  even  on  this  officer,  what  is  his 
punishment.?  If  it  be  within  a stale,  he  is  liable  to 
an  indictment,  and  to  a fine  .and  imprisonment, 
light  in  proportion  to  the  lightness  of  his  offence; 

^ ^ 1 . • • he  is  also  liable  to  an  action  for  damaires  bv  the 

to  an  agreement,  each  retaining  its  own  cpmiori.  i j ‘'’.v  uic 

at..  T X- .1  ^ » xf  / / parly  miured,  where  the  damages  given  are  nro- 

After  the  re.iding  of  the  report,  Mr.  Lo-wndes,  F .-  ■,  . .i  - • ■ ? 

i-  .1  ..  I ° • A 1 x-  .i  u-  . .portioned  to  the  iniury  received.  ^Vhv  should  so 

remarking  tliut  the  vievv.s  taken  of  the  subiect  o\  . , ,.  ..  ^ . ...  ^ / smuuiu  so 

f>,p  r..nr!pr„l  ......nni  'mportant  a distmctio..  m tius  respcct  be  made  be- 


the  committee  rendered  unnecessary  the  attempt  n-  i 3 a .'i  • i 1 ,, 

to  eiucidaie  h by  anv  farther  remarks  from  him.  r"«" A*  '“<1 

..If,  move  ! tl, at  this  house  do  ar/Aere  to  its  disa-  years  ago  and  as  perhaps  the  atten- 

e^raent  of  the  amendment  of  ti.e  senate  which  .'on  “Ambers  had  not  been  panmulaH^^ 

eposes  an  appropnation  for  the  brevet  eK.ra  pay.  *" 

Mr.  jl/erter,  suggesting  that  the  length  of  the  ° 

- ’ ■ ’ ■ ' “Art.  14.  No  officer  or  private  in  the  navy  shall 

disobey  the  lawful  orders  of  his  superior  officer, 
or  strike  him,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  raise  any 
weapon  against  him,  while  in  the  execution  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  on  pain  of  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  a court  martial  shall  inflict.” 

“Art.  20.  No  commanding  officer  shall,  of  his 


report  was  such  as  to  prevent  a due  comprehen-j 
sion  of  the  force  and  scope  of  its  reasoning  by 
hearing  it  once  read,  therefore  moved  that  the 
report  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Trimble’s  motion,  relative  to  Mr.  Meade,  was 
referred  to  a select  committee.  . _ . 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  called  up  his  resolutions,  discharge  a commissioned  or 

submitted  early  in  the  session  respecting  military  I officer,  nor  strike  nor  punish  him  othe 
affairs — see  page  254.  They  w’ere  all  rejected  ex 


war. 

punish  him  otherwise 
jthat  by  suspension  or  confinement,  &.c.  Any  com- 


cept  fhe  4th  and  6ih.  The'former  was  laid  over,  j manding officer  offending  lierein  shad  be  punished 
and  tue  latter  was  agreed  to  by  a large  majority.—  ^ " 

There  W'as  mud,  discussion,  and  the  house  ad 


journed  at  a late  hour. 


Capt.  Perry  and  Capt.  Heath. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan.  22,  1818. — .Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va. 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to  the  house  a 
proposition  for  amending  the  act  of  18u0,  establish- 
ing rules  for  the  government  of  the  navy.  Hebeg-  __  

ged  leave  to  premise  that  he  was  a friend  to  the  and  the  equality  of  rights  In'tliis  country 
navy;  that  he  considered  it  a most  important  por-  i.  _ i . .•>  rv. 

tion  of  the  military  defence  of  the  country— and  an 


at  the  discretion  of  a court  martial.” 

I presume,  said  Mr.  J.  no  question  to  be  more 
clear,  than  tliat  no  court  can  impose  the  penalty  of 
death,  unless  the  power  to  punish  by  death  be  ex- 
pressly given.  How  incompatible  is  such  a distinc- 
tion, as  is  contained  in  these  clauses  with  the  ge- 
nius  and  spirit  of  our  government!  What  a libel 
on  the  principles  of  freedom  and  eq'iality  every 
where  claimed  in  the  United  States!  To  what  rf- 
dicule  would  it  subject  the  inferior  officer  who 
shoulel  boast  of  the  declaration  of  independence 
and  the  equality  of  rights  In  tliis  country.  I ask 
if  the  discrimiiLition  be  just.?  If  the  offences  com- 
mitted by  the  superior  officers  be  not  the  most 


establishment  which,  of  a size  and  force  proper  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  the  service.?— the  most 


tioned  to  our  resources,  and  under  wholesome  and 
just  regulations,  he  believed  would  always  be  found 
(sf  the  most  essential  service,  as  well  in  defensive 
as  in  offensive  operations.  But,  his  attention  hav- 
ing  been  called  by  recent  circumstances  to  the  act 
to  which  he  had  referred,  he  was,  on  mature  deli- 
beration, fully  convinced,  tliat  the  act  ought  to  be 
amended.  He  had  seen,  he  said,  a distinction 
made  by  the  provisions  of  tliat  act  between  the  su- 
perior and  inferior  officers  of  the  navy,  which,  in 


calculated  to  produce  demoralizing  and  bad  effects 
by  their  example?  I have  no  question  ihal  all  evil 
and  bad  examples  set  by  men  high  in  office,  and  in 
the  confidence  of  the  country,  descend  on  society 
w’ith  the  accumulated  force  of  gravity.  Yet  whilst 
tlie  same  act,  if  performed  by  an  obscure  subaltern, 
would  be  ridiculed  uiid  condemned— if  [lerformed 
by  some  distinguished  and  popular  favorite,  it 
would,  if  not  openly  apiiroved,  at  least  find  many 
apologists.  The  true  policy  of  this  government  is 
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^.o  afford  equal  protection  to  all;  to  deal  out  equal 
and  exemplary  punishments  against  all  offenders, 
ir  any  distinction  be  made,  I would  punish  witli 
most  severity  the  man  high  in  office,  the  popular 
idol,  who  should  become  forgetful  of  his  duties  and 
obligations  to  society.  There  is  little  danger  that 
the  rights  of  the  superior  in  the  navy  will  be  vio- 
lated, his  person  attacked,  or  his  feelings  insulted, 
by  those  under  his  command.  Experience,  and  re- 
cent occurrences,  prove  to  us,  that  that  the  subal- 
■ tern  omcer  is  in  a very  different  situation.  I allude 
to  a recent  occurrence  on  the  Mediterranean  sta- 
tion. It  has  been  published  to  the  world,  and,  so 
far  as  I am  informed,  never  contradicted,  that, 
v/hilst  on  that  station,  a most  distinguished  naval 
omcer,  captain  Perry,  did  so  far  forget  his  own 
dignity  as  to  order  in  his  presence  captain  Heath, 
of  the  marine  corps,  and  first  load  him  with  the 
most  vulgar  and  abusive  epithets,  and  then  proceed 
to  inflict"  blows  on  his  person — and  immediately 
order  him  under  an  arrest.  Can  such  conduct  be 
tolferated  in  this  country?  I-hope,  I trust  not.  But 
captain  Perry  has  submitted  to,  and  received  the 
sentence  of  a court  martial.  I will  not  at  present 
i-peak  of  the  proceedings  of  that  court.  I am  not 
possessed  of  the  facts  in  a way  to  authorize  me.  If 
the  present  resolution  should  be  adopted,  it  is  my 
intention  to  call  for  the  proceedings  of  that  court. 
.Sir,  if  congress  do  not  interpose  its  aid  to  prevent 
the  recurrenceof  similar  abuses  in  that  department, 
1 shall  consider  the  sun  of  glory  vdiich  had  risen 
with  such  unusual  splendor  on  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  as  shorn  forever  of  his  beams.  What 
man  of  honor,  under  existing  circumstances,  with 
the  present  law,  tvould  either  enter  your  navy  him- 
self, or  permit  his  son  to  do  so?  I would  as  soon 
become  the  miserable  slave,  who  licks  the  dust 
from  the  foot  of  despotism,  as  to  enter,  with  the 
commission  of  a subaltern  officer,  in  the  navy  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  existing  law,  under  the 
command  of  a proud,  sxipercilious,  and  tyrannical 
commander.  I believe  that  no  acts  of  distinguished 
valor,  and  great  importance  to  society,  were  ever 
performed  except  by  those  who  possess  strong 
passions.  Passions  are  the  winds  which  fan  the 
sacred  flame  of  human  genius.  When  regulated 
and  properly  directed,  they  raise  the  owner 
of  that  rare  gift  to  the  most  sublime  heights 
of  glory  and  renown.  But,  when  irregular  and  un- 
restrained, they  as  frequently  precipitate  the  pos- 
sessor of  the  most  brilliant  genius  into  the  gulf  of 
ruin  and  destruction.  It  is  the  province  and  the 
duty  of  the  legi.slature,  by  salutary  laws,  to  curb 
and  restrain  the  wild,  irregular,  and  pernicious 
sallies  of  human  passion.  No  man,  said  Mr.  J.  de- 
served more  of  his  country  for  his  gallantry  than 
captain  Perry,  the  hero  of  Lake  Erie— he  who  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  shed  the  brightest  beam  on  this 
nation  by  which  its  course  was  lighted.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  ,T.  I siiould  despise  myself,  if  I possessed  a 
heart  so  cold  as  not  to  participate  in  the  general 
feelings  of  respect,  gratitude,  and  admiration  for 
the  man  who,  by  his  prowess,  achieved  such  unfad- 
ing glory  to  the  nation.  But  the  most  radiant  beam 
which  ever  played  about  the  head  of  the  hero  may 
be  obscured,  and  the  most  blooming  laurels  may 
become  tarnished  by  subsequent  acts  of  tyranny 
and  oppression.  Who  can  beiiold,  without  the 
deepest  regret,  and  without  being  ready  to  drop  a 
tear  for  the  iraiiiy  of  poor  human  nature,  the  hero, 
surrounded  by  the  trophies  of  military  fame  and  re- 
nown, basking  in  the  sunshine  of  popular  favor,  en- 
;Oying  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  own  nation, 
and  coniniauding  the  respect  and  applause  of  fo- 


reign nations— stooping  from  his  elevation,  forget- 
ful of  his  ow’n  dignity  and  theprinciples  of  justice, 
bringing  before  him  a subaltern  officer — first  be- 
stowing on  him  vulgar  and  scurrilous  abuse,  and 
then  violating  his  person  by  blows!  Sir,  the  Ame- 
rican flag,  v/herever  it  waves,  whether  it  floats  to 
the  soft,  voluptuous,  and  demoralizing  air  of  the 
Mediterranean,  or  glitters  in  the  northern  blast, 
should  afford  protection,  complete  and  ample  pro- 
tection to  every  citizen  who  sails  under  it,  from  the 
common  sailor  who  stands  before  the  mast,  to  the 
proud  commodore  who  commands  the  squadron. 

I hope  the  resolution  will  be  adopted.  I am 
influenced  by  no  other  consider.ation  than  a regard 
to  justice,  and  a just  regard  fsr  the  true  and  last- 
ing prosperity  of  the  navy.  To  all  the  parties, 
capt.  Heath,  capt.’Perry  and  com.  Chauncey,  I am 
a perfect  stranger. 

Mr.  J.  then  handed  to  the  chair  the  following 
resolution; 

JResolvedy  That  the  committee  for  the  department 
of  the  navy,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  amending  the  act  entitled  “An  act 
for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,”  approved  April  23,  1800,  which  imposes 
the  penalty  of  death  on  an  officer  or  private  in  the 
navy,  who  shall  disobey  the  lawful  orders  of  his 
superior  officer,  or  strike  him,  or  draw,  or  offer  to 
draw,  or  raise  any  weapon  against  him,  while  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  to  make 
the  punishment,  in  case  of  an  officer,  a forfeiture 
of  his  warrant  or  commission,  and  dismission  from 
the  service  ; and  in  the  case  of  a private,  dismis- 
sion from  the  service;  and  so  to  amend  the  said  act 
as  to  subject  the  superior  officer  who  shall  strike, 
or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  raise  any  weapon 
against  his  inferior  officer,  to  a forfeiture  of  his 
commission,  and  dismission  from  the  service. — 
And  further,  to  provide  that  no  officer  dismissed 
from  the  service  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  either  of  the  cases  above  enumerated,  shall  be 
re-instated  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Oliio,  said  he  had  alw'ays  made 
it  a rule  to  vote  for  enquiry  into  any  subject,  when 
proposed  by  a member.  In  consistency  with 
that  rule,  he  should  vote  for  this  motion;  but  he 
thought  it  proper  to  say,  that  the  resolution  con- 
tained principles  which  he  could  never  sanction  in 
the  shape  of  law,  and  on  whicli  therefore  he  re- 
served to  himself  the  right  to  decide,  when  the 
question  should  in  that  shape  come  before  the 
house. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  referring  the  subject  generally  to  the  committee 
for  enquiry,  without  specifying  any  particular 
amendment  to  the  laws  for  the  government  of  the 
navy. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution,  by  striking  out  the  first  part  of  it,  so  as 
to  confine  the  enquiry  to  that  part  of  the  act  re- 
ferred  to  whi7.h  relates  to  the  punishment  of  a su- 
perior officer  for  misconduct  to  an  inferior.  He 
could  not  think  it  necessary  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion, since  to  amend  the  laws  as  therein  proposed 
would  have  a tendency  to  destroy  subordination: 
at  the  same  time,  however,  he  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  as  to  the  necessity  ofproviding 
for  the  punishment  of  a superior  officer  who  so 
far  forgets  the  respect  due  to  his  country  and  to 
his  station,  as  to  treat  his  inferior  with  contumely 
and  violence.  With  respect  to  the  circumstances 
that  had  given  rise  to  this  motion,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
knew  no  more  than  any  ether  member  of  this  house. 
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Tlie  case  referred  to,  as  he  and  others  had  seen  it 
stated,  appeared  to  be  an  extraordinary  one;  but, 
he  said,  he  had  fahvays  reserved  to  himself  the 
rififht  to  form  an  opinion  on  such  transactions  when 
all  the  circumstances  should  be  before  him,  and ! 
not  on  the  ex  parte  statement  of  any  of  the  parties  j 
concerned.  ! 

Mr  Johnson  said  he  hoped  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  his  motion  would  not  be  adopted,  for,  if 
his  whole  proposition  should  be  incorporated  into 
the  existing^  acts  it  would  not  even  produce  an 
equality  of  punishment.  Under  the  present  law, 
for  an  assault  of  an  inferior  on  a superior  officer, 
courts  martial  were  authorized  to  award  the  sen- 
tence of  death;  whilst,  reversing  the  facts,  the  j 
offender  was  liable  to  no  other  punishment  than 
dismission  from  the  service.  Why,  he  asked,  this 
difference.?  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  no  doubt  thousands 
of  instances  might  be  found,  in  w'hich  the  hearts 
of  the  inferior  officers  were  actuated  by  as  patrio- 
tic and  honorable  sentiments  as  that  of  the  supe- 
rior officer,  who  struts  on  the  quarter-deck  with 
his  pair  of  epaul^tes.  Was  there  any  reason  why 
a disvinction  should  be  made,  in  our  laws,  between 
persons  who  commit  crimes  of  the  same  grade.? 
When  on  the  land  our  penal  laws  were  so  amelio- 
rated as  to  punish  even  murder  in  the  second  de- 
gree, with  imprisonment  in  a jail  or  penitentiary — 
(such  was  the  case  in  Virginia,  and  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  in  other  slates) — why  puni.sh  an  officer  in 
your  service  by  deatli  for  a mere  assault.?  Rut  it 
was  said  that  an  equalization  of  punishment  for 
these  offences,  would  produce  insubordination. 
He  conceived  not;  for,  even  if  the  laws  were 
amended  as  he  proposed,  the  inferior  officer  com- 
mitting the  offence,  would  be  liable  to  be  dismis- 
sed from  the  service.  If  a superior  officer  should 
conjmit  a like  offence,  with  the  stronger  induce- 
ments of  palriolism  and  respect  for  the  laws  which 
belong  to  higher  station  and  maturerage  to  refrain 
from  it,  no  higher  punishment  would  await  him. 
Mr.  J.  repeated,  that  he  trusted  the  amendment 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Pleas'ants,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  before  the 
amendment  had  been  moved  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  he 
was  about  to  object  to  the  resolution  on  the  ground 
of  the  specific  direction  it  contained  to  the  com 
mittee  as  to  the  particular  points  to  be  enquired 
into.  He  thought  the  subject  a proper  one  for 
enquiry,  as  respected  the  duty  of  the  house  and 
the  interest  of  the  nation  He  would  not  give  any 
opinion  on  the  transaction  adverted  to  as  having 
occurred  in  the  Mediterranean,  because  he  had 
seen  but  one  side  of  the  question,  to  which  indeed 
much  respect  was  due,  and  the  more  as  no  reply 
had  been  made  to  it.  Tliat  statement,  he  very 
much  regretted  to  say%  did  set  the  conduct  of  the 
officer  who  had  stood  so  high  in  his  esteem,  in  a 
point  of  view  which  he  had  regarded  with  pain. 
His  objection  to  the  enquiry  was  to  its  limited 
nature,  when,  it  appeared  to  him,  the  whole  law, 
or  the  several  laws  on  the  subject,  should  be  open 
to  the  investigation  of  the  committee.  The  com- 
mittee would  then  enquire  whether  abuses  had 
been  committed  and  direct  their  attention  to  the 
means  of  preventing  them  for  the  future.  He 
should  vote  against  the  present  amendment,  and 
if  it  was  negatived,  should  propose  an  amendment 
fora  general  enquiry. 

Mr.  Foroythf  witiidrew  his  motion,  with  llie  inti 
mation  that  he  should  not  have  made  it,  h.ad  he 
been  apprized  that  the  chairman  of  the  naval  com- 
mittee, (Mr.  Pleasants)  meant  to  make  any  motion 
on  the  subject.  \ 


Mr.  Pleasants  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion before  the  house,  so  as  to  read  as  follows.- 
*'Rcsolved,  That  the  committee  on  navr.1  affair.s 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  alterations  are  proper  to  be  made  in  the  seve- 
ral laws  for  the  government  of  the  navy.” 

-Mr.  Johnson  said,  as  his  object  was  accomplished 
in  drawing  the  attention  of  the  house  and  of  the 
committee  to  tlie  particular  point  wliich  he  wished 
to  see  investigated,  he  would  accept  the  proposed 
amendment  as  a modification  of  his  own  motion. 

And,  iluis  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

^ Mr.  JoJnison  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, the  adoption  of  which  he  thought  followed 
as  a necessary  consequence  of  that  just  agreed  to. 

*'ResolveiI,  That  the  .secretary  of  the  nnvy  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  house  the  proceedings  of 
a certain  court  martial,  ordered  by  commodore 
Isaac  Chauncey,  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  for 
the  trial  of  captain  Oliver  H.  Perry,  also,  tlie  pro- 
ceedings of  a court  martial,  on  the  same  station, 
ordered  by  the  same  officer,  for  the  trial  of  captain 
John  Heath,  of  the  marine  corps.” 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  oppositior.* 

Letter  from  the  secretarx  or  the  xavx,  traxs- 

WITTING,  IX  OBEDIEXCE  TO  A RESOLUTION  OF  THK 
HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATITF.S,  OP  THE  TWENTX-SE- 
COXD  IXSTAXT,  COPIES  OF  THE  PllOCEEUIXGS  OF  THE 
COURT  MARTIAL  ORDERED  RX  COMMODORE  ISAAC 
CHAUXCEA',  OX  THE  MEDITEURAXEAX  STATIOX,  FOR 
THE  TRIAL  OF  CAPTAIX  OHVEll  U.  PERRY:  ALSO,  FOR 
TRE  TRIAL  OF  CAPTAIX  JOHX  HEATH  OF  THE  MAUIXE 
CORPS.  JANUARY  30,  1818,  READ,  AND  OilDEUEU 
TO  LIE  OX  THE  TABLE. 

J^'avu  Pepartmentf  January  29,  1818. 
SIR — In  obedience  to  the  resolution  ofiihe  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  22d  instant,  1 liave  the  ho- 
nor to  tranmit,  herewith,  copies  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  court  martial,  ordered  by  commodore  Isaac 
Chuuncey,  onthe  2dediterranean  station,  for  the  trial 
of  captain  Oliver  H.  Perry;  and  also,  of  the  proceed- 
ings  of  the  court  martial,  on  the  same  station,  or- 
dered by  the  same  officer,  for  the  trial  of  capt.  John 
Heath,  of  the  marine  corps. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Witli  the  highest  respect,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  CROWNIXSIIIRLD. 
The  hem.  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Charges  and  specifications  preferred  by  John  Heathy 
Captain  in  the  JMarine  Corps  of  the  United  Statesy 
and  commanding  a guard  on  board  the  United  States 
Frigate  Javo^  against  Oliver  If.  Perry.  Esq.  Cap- 
tain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  canimand' 
ing  said  ship. 

Charge  1st.  Ungentlcmanly  and  unofficer  like 
conduct. 

Specification.  In  tliat,  on  the  night  of  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eiglit  imndred  and  sixteen,  in  con- 
tempt of,  and  in  direct  violation  of  tlie  laws  for  the 
better  government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
Oliver  H.  Perry,  Esq.  a Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  command  of  the  United 
States’ frigate  Java,  did,  in  the  cabin  of. said  frigate, 
while  laying  in  the  harbor  of  Messina,  then  and 
there  without  cause  or  jirovocatioii,  make  use  of 
most  abusive  and  unwarrantable  language,  to  John 
Heath,  a captain  in  the  marine  corps  of  the  United 
States,  and  commanding  a detaclunent  on  board  tiic 
United  States’  Frigate  aforesaid,  in  v.'ords  to  wit, 
that  be,  the  said  John  Heath,  was  a “damned  rase: . 
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and  scoundrel,  and  had  not  acted  like  a gentleman,” 
or  words  to  that  effect. 

Charge  Oppression  and  cruelty.  ^ 

Specification.  In  that,  on  the  night  of  the  eigh- 
teenth of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  Oliver  H.  Per- 
ry, Esq.  a captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  command  of  the  United  States’  frig-ate  Java, 
did,  in  the  cabin  of  said  frigate  Java,  while  laying 
in  the  harbor  of  Messina,  then  and  there,  without 


plied,  “very  well  sir;”  captain  Perry  said  don’‘  re- 
peat those  words  again,  or  I will  knock  you  down{ 
captain  Perry  repeated  these  words  two  or  three 
times,  in  an  attitude  with  his  arm  extended,  and 
shaking  eitlier  his  finger  or  his  fist,  I do  not  know 
which,  at  Captain  Heath.  Captain  Heath  again  re- 
plied, “very  well  sir;”  upon  whicli  Perry  struck  him. 
1 then  got  in  between  them,  and  capt.  Perry  called  for 
his  sword,  but  it  was  not  given  to  him  that  I percei- 
ved; he  then  orclered  me  to  take  him  below  and  put 


cause  or  provocation,  violently  strike  John  Heath,  a , him  in  irons  and  place  a sentry  over  him;  during 
captain  in  the  marine  corps  of  the  United  States,  | the  time  I was  in  the  cabin,  I lieard  captain  Perry 
and  commanding  a detachment  on  board  of  the  U. : make  use  of  the  word  puppy,  to  captain  Heath.  I 


States’  frigate  aforesaid,  being  in  contempt  of,  and 
in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
for  the  better  government  of  the  Navy. 

(Signed)  JOHN  HEATH, 


Witnesses — Lieutenant  P.  G.  Howie, 
Mr.  Anderson, 

Corporal  Philpot. 

John  Coleman. 

Capt.  John  Heath. 


took  captain  Heath  as  far  as  the  hatch  leading  to 
the  ward-room;  1 then  returned  and  asked  captain 
Perry  if  I should  put  him  in  irons;  he  told  me 
no  I need  not,  but  to  put  him  in  his  state  room 
Captain  Marines,  j and  place  a sentry  over  him;  wliich  order  I obeyed. 


^vjuni 

bled 


Hies  of  the  proceedings  of  a court  martial,  a.wem-lto  the  sentry  who  was  placed  over  captain 
d 011  board  the  United  States*  frigate  Java,  I he  told  me  I might  remove  the  sentrv,  but 


I He  then  sent  for  me  and  observed,  it  was  not  pro- 
i bable  that  the  business  would  stop  there,  and  request- 
! ed  me  to  notice  the  circumstances  on  paper  as  they 
j had  occurred,  which  I did  the  next  morning.  On 
I leaving  the  cabin,  I asked  what  order  I should  give 

Heath; 


might 


to  con- 


in  the  harbor  of  Port  Mahon,  upon  the  lOth  day  of  |fine  him  to  his  state-room:  the  next  morning  captain 


Members. 


■ January,  1817,  for  the  trial  of  Oliver  If.  Perry. 

~Esq.  a captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

PllESENT. 

Captain  John  Shaw,  President 
William  M.  Crane 
John  O.  Creighton 
.John  Downes  | 

Tliomas  Gamble  J 

Robert  S.  Kearney,  Judge  Advocate. 

All  parties  admitted,  read  the  order  of  Isaac 
Chauncey,  Esq.  commodore  and  commander  in  chief 
of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean sea,  dated  Port  Mahon,  January  10th, 
1817,  directed  to  Jolin  Shaw,  Esq.  a captain  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.  Captain  Perry  appeared 
in  court,  and  being  asked,  made  no  objection^  to 
tlie  members  of  the  court.  The  members  andjudge 
advocate  duly  sworn:  the  annexed  charges  and  spe- 
cifications were  read.  Captain  Perry  being  desired 
to  plead  to  the  foregoing  charges  and  specifications, 
pleaded  not  guilty;  whereupon  the  court  proceeded 
to  trial. 

The  following  witnesses  were  duly  sworn  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution,  viz.  Lieutenant  Howie,  lieu- 
tenant M’Call  and  corporal  Philpot,  all  of  the  Java; 
all  the  witnesses  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  except 
lieutenant  Howie,  who  was  retained  for  examina- 
tion. 

Lieutenant  Howie.  I was  in  the  w'ard-room  on 
- the  evening  of  tlie  day  specified  in  the  charge,  and 
was  laying  in  my  cot  directly  under  the  cabin.  I 
iieard  loud  talking  between  some  persons  in  the  ca- 
bin, and  overheard  captain  Perry  say  he  wanted  me. 
I hastened  out  of  bed,  and  as  soon  as  I got  my  clothes 
on,  went  into  the  cabin;  I there  discovered  captain 
Perry  and  captain  Heath  in  conversation;  they  were 
standing  by  the  after  gun  in  the  forward  cabin-  as  I 
opened  the  door,  I heard  captain  Heath  say  some- 
thing about  feelings;  I believe  captain  Perry  order- 
ed him  to  keep  silence,  but  will  not  be  very  positive 
about  that;  as  soon  as  captain  Perry  saw  me,  he 
said,  sir,  I have  arrested  this  man,  (alluding  to  cap- 
tain Heath,)  you  will  take  charge  of  him,  and  I 
have  a great  mind  to  put  him  in  irons.  He  has  not 
only  dared  to  write  me  an  insulting  letter,  but  he  has 
insulted  me  in  my  cabin:  he  then  addressed  himself 
to  captain  Heath  and  said,  I would  serve  you  right 
if  I did  put  you  hi  irons;  to  which  captain  Heath  re- 


Perry told  me  I might  allow  him  the  use  of  the  ward 
room.  Lieutenant  Howie  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Lieutenant  M‘Call’s  testimony  declares  none  of 
these  circumstances  came  under  my  observation.  I 
w'as  in  bed  at  the  time. 

Witness  guestionpd  by  prosecutor. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  captain  Perry  order- 
me  in  irons? 

Ansiver.  I did  not. 

Corporal  Philpot’s  testimony.  I was  on  guard  on 
the  night  referred  to  in  the  charge.  I was  sitting 
outside  the  cabin  door  on  one  of  the  match  tubs; 
captain  Heath  passed  and  went  into  the  cabin;  the 
door  was  left  on  ajar;  I heard  captain  Perry  address 
captain  Heath  and  say,  how  dare  you  have  the  assur- 
ance to  write  me;  some  reply  was  made  by  captain 
Heath;2  T overheard  the  word  feelings;  captain 
Perry  said  if  3'ou  repeat  those  words  again  I will 
knock  you  down;  he  then  called  for  the  officer  of  the 
marines,  and  before  he  arrived  he  called  for  his 
sword;  when  the  officer  of  the  marines  arrived  cap- 
tain Perry  ordered  him  to  take  captain  Heath  and 
put  him  in  irons;  lieutenant  Howie  then  led  .captain 
Heath  out  of  the  cabin,  returned  and  asked  captain 
Perry  if  he  should  put  captain  Heath  in  irons;  captain 
Perry  said  no,  put  him  in  his  state  room  and  place 
a sentry  over  him.  Lieutenant  Howie  ordered  me 
to  have  a sentry  in  readiness  to  place  over  captain 
Heath,  which  I attended  to.  In  about  fifteen  mi- 
nutes lieu  tenant  Howie  returned  to  the  ward  room, 
and  ordered  me  to  withdraw  the  sentry,  wliich  1 
did. 

The  witness  ordered  to  withdraw. 

John  Coleman,  duly  sworn  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  states  as  follows:  I was  on  post,  at  the 

cabin  door,  the  night  referred  to.  I heard  captain 
Perry  send  for  captain  Heath;  captain  Heath  passed 
me,  and  went  into  the  cabin;  the  first  thing  which  I 
heai-d,  was  captain  Perry  asking  for  his  sword;  he 
then  called  for  the  marine  officer,  to  put  some  one 
in  double  irons.  I did  not  know  who  was  meant  ai 
the  time,  nor  until  I saw  lieutenant  Howie,  lead  cap- 
tain Heath  out  of  the  cabin.  Lieutenant  Howl^ 
then  stepped  back  and  asked  captain  Perry,  if  h< 
should  put  captain  Heath  in  irons;  he  said  no,  pu 
him  in  his  state  room,  and  place  a sentry  over  him 

Question.  By  the  court.  Did  you  see  the  pai 
ties  referred  to.^ 
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Ansiver.  S'o.  I did  not. 

Tlie  witness  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Captain  Jolin  Heath,  was  duly  sworn,  states  as 
•follows:  On  the  evening'  of  the  16th  September, 

while  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Messina,  I was  ordered 
below,  by  captain  Perry,  from  the  quarter  deck  of 
the  ship  without  a knowledge  of  the  cause;  with 
these  \vords  or  to  this  effect,  “you  may  go  below 
sir,  I have  no  fin-ther  use  for  your  services  on  board 
this  ship.”  I remained  below,  for  two  days,  under 
feelings  the  ?most  mortifying.  At  length  being  no 
longer  able  to  bear  the  indignity  wliich  I conceived 
attached  to  the  manner  of  sending  me  below',  I re- 
solved to  apply  immedhitely  to  captain  Perry,  for 
arrest  and  charges,  as  I felt  anxious  to  know'^  the 
cause  of  my  suspension  from  duty.  With  this  view 
I addressed  captain  Perry,  as  I thought  a respectful 
letter,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  September,  re- 
questing my  arrest  and  charges,  at  the  same  time 
stating  my  ignorance  of  the  cause  of  his  treatment 
to  me.  Captain  Perry  received  my  letter  on  tiie 
sanrte  evening,  I think,  about  11  o’clock.  After  his 
return  on  board,  he  sent  for  me  in  the  cabin,  and  on 
approaching  him,  I was  received  in  a manner  I did 


sw'ord,  but  I do  not  recollect  exactly  at  what  period* 
He  ordered  lieutenant  How'le  to  take  me  below  and 
confine  me  to  my  state  room,  and  place  a sentrv 
over  me;  the  sentry  was  placed  in  ths  w'aj-d  room, 
but  removed  shortly  afterwards. 

There  being  no  other  witnesses  to  examine,  in  the 
case,  c.aptain  Perry  submitted  to  the  consideration 
ofthe  court,  two  letters,  which  are  hereunto  annex- 
ed, and  which  are  copies  from  originals,  together 
with  an  address,  which  is  also  annexed. 

The  court  was  then  cleared,  and  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  read  over  by  the  judge  advocate,  and  tlic 
following  sentence  pronounced. 

Sentence.  The  court  having  maturely  weiglied 
and  considered  the  whole  matter,  are  of  opinion,  tltat 
the  prisoner  is  guilty,  in  part,,  of  the  first  charge  and 
specification,  in  that  he  used  improper  language. 
The  court  also  find  the  prisoner  guilty,  in  partj  of 
the  second  charge  and  specification,  iii  that  lie  dki 
strike  captain  Heath,  ’llie  court  doth,  therefore, 
from  all  thechcumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  con- 
sideratio-n  of  the  honorable  overtures  made  to  capt, 
Heath,  for.a  reconciliation,  only  adjudge  the  pri- 
soner to  receive  a private  reprimand,  from  the  com- 


not  expect— his  language  was  harsh  and  irritating,  , zander  in  chief,  and  he  is  hereby  sentenced  accord- 
giving  nie  an  angry  look,  and  in  an  angiy  tone  of  ingly.  The  court  adjourned  sine  die. 


voice,  said,  how  dare  you  to  write  me  this  insolent 
letter. 

I was  much  surprised  at  captain  Perry’.s  manner, 
as  I was  unconscious  of  having  offended  him;  T re- 
plied, as  nearly  as  I recollect,  that,  I was  sorry  tliat 
he  should  construe  tlie  letter  into  disrespect  or  in- 
solence, as  none  was  intended,  that  it  was  merely 
a request  for  my  arrest  and  charges . Captain  Perry 
then  said,  “you  damned  rascal  you  have  insulted 
me,  it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  arrested  you,  but 
I will  now  work  you  for  it,”  or  words  to  that  effect; 
I immediately  replied,  captain  Perry  you  must  re- 
collect I have  the  feelings  of  a gentleman — hold  a 
commission  as  well  as  yourself,  and  will  have  re- 
dress for  this  language.  Captain  Perry  observed, 
that  I had  not  acted  like  a gentleman.  I replied 


(Signed)  JOHN  SHAW,  2^ resident. 

WM.  M.CllAXE,  ^ 

JN.  ORDE  CREIGHTO.V, 
JOHN  DOWNS, 

THOS.  GAMBLE. 

Roueht  S.  Kearket,  J.  A 
United  States*  Ship  WasUnj^ton, 

Port  .Mahon y llthJamiaryy  1817. 

Approved. 

(Signed)  T.  CHAUNCEY, 

Commodore  and  commander  in  cldef  . 

United  States'  Ship  Java, 

19th  of  September^.  1316. 

Sir-  -In  order  to  prevent  all  mistakes,  we  iiave 
tliouglit  it  adviseable  to  re[)eut  to  you  in  writiiig  tlFe 
■“very  well  sir.”  Says  he,  do  you  know  to  whom  j prompt  and  voluntary  proposal  of  captain  Perrv, 
you  are  speaking;  my  reply  was,  yes  sir,  I am  speak- ' tliat  he  regrets  he  sliould  have  been  so  much  excit^'i 
ing  to  captain  Perry.  Captain  Perry  then  continued  as  to  offer  you  pei’sonal  violence,  and  that  he  will 
‘ ^ ■'  ‘ 1 ^ make  you  an  honorable  and  personal  apologv,  suc’i 

as  will  1)6  proper  for  you  to  receive  and  him  to  make. 

For  the  above  reasons  we  request  your  answer  in 
writing. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient,  servants, 

W.  CRANE, 

J.  M.ICPHEUSGA. 
Capt.  John  Heathy  JSInrine  Corps. 


his  abusive  language,  the  precise  words  I do  not  re. 
collect,  except  those  of  rascal  and  scoundrel,  which 
were  repeated;  I replied,  “very  well  &ir,”  and  was 
preparing  to  leave  the  cabin,  when  he  said,  stop  sir, 
you  shan’t  go  yet,  you  ha^’e  insulted  me  in  my  ca- 
bin, and  I liave  a great  mind  to  put  you  in  irons. 

Being  unused  to  such  language,  and  not  in  a situa- 
tion to  have  immediate  redress,  and  finding  captain 
Perry  became  more  and  more  irritated,  and  appre- 
hensive of  the  consequences,  ] made  another  effort 
to  withdraw';  he,  however,  ordered  me  to  remain, 
and  called  for  lieutenant  Howie,  of  marines.  Cap- 
tain Perry  and  myself  were  at  this  time  in  the  for- 
w'ard  cabin;  lieutenant  Howie  entered,  and  captain 
Perry  turned  tow'ards  him,  and  said,  I have  arrested 
this  man,  (alluding  to  me,)  you  will  take  charge  of  j 
him,  he  has  not  only  dared  to  write  me  an  insolent  j tr}',  which  may  be  imputed  to  me  in  my  liaving  of- 
letter,  but  has  also  insulted  me,  in  my  cabin,  and  I fere<l  personal  v’rdenceto  tlie  capUiln  of  the  marine 
have  a great  mind  to  put  him  in  irons.  I replied,  guard  of  this  sliip,  i trust  will  he  in  a great  measure 
“very  w' ell  sir.”  Captain  Perry  now  advanced  to- ' extenuated  by  the  consideration  that,,  although  I do 
wards  me,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  witli  loot  absolutely  defend  this  mode  of  redress,  yet  I 
his  fist  clenched,  saying,  “if you  repeat  those  words  insist  the  consequences  w’ere  produced  by  a sufficient 


(Copy.)  United  States'  Ship  Java,  Tanis  Bav, 
October  MMQ,. 

Sin — I am  under  the  painfiil  necessity  of  inform- 
ing you  of  a circumstance,  and  of  d-etalling  to  yot.'. 
the  causes  which  led  to  an  event  of  a very  unplea- 
sant nature.. 

The  apparent  violation  of  tlie  law's  of  my  coijn- 


agaln,  1 will  knock  you  down;”  seeing  captain  Perry 
advancing  tow'ards  me,  in  tliis  manneiv  I immediate- 
ly replied,  captain  Perry  don’t  strike  me;  I think  it 
was  near!}'  at  the  same  instant,  I received  a blow 
from  him;  I drew  back  to  defend  myself,  and  lieu- 
tenant How'le  rushed  in  between  us.  During  the 
time  I was  in  the  cabin,  captain  Perry  called  tor  lus 


provocation, 

The  general  deportment  of  c.iptain  ,-leatii  towards 
me,  so  contrary  to  the  usual  address  of  niy  officers, 
and  moreover,  his  marked  insolence  to  me  in  many 
instances,  induced  me  to  believe,  that  ids  conduct 
proceeded  from  a premeditated  detenninatiou  toin- 
,sult  me  on  every  occasion. 
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His  palpable  ne,^lect  of  duty  on  several  important 
emergencies,  together  with  the  usual  indolence  and 
inattention  to  the  calls  of  his  office,  made  it  a desira- 
ble object  with  me  to  solicit  his  removal  the  first 
convenient  opportunity,  not  only  to  obtain  a more 
active  and  vigilant  officer,  but  to  save  him  the  rigo- 
rous severity  of  a court  martial. 

I will  now,  sir,  narrate  to  you,  the  circumstances 
which  liavethus  conpelled  me  to  address  you. 

On  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  September  last, 
while  this  ship  lay  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Mes- 
sina, two  of  her  marines  deserted,  by  jumping  over- 
board and  swimming  on  shore.  Informed  of  the  fact 
captain  Heath,  as  their  commanding  officer,  was 
immediately  sent  for  and  acquainted  therewith,  but 
be  refused  to  go  on  deck,  alleging  as  a reason  there- 
for, the  subterfuge  of  indisposition.  I then  repeated 
the  order  for  him  to  come  on  deck,  and  muster  the 
marines.  This  duty  he  executed  in  so  careless  and 
indifferent  a manner,  and  at  the  same  time  neglect- 
ing to  report  to  me  until  called  by  me,  and  request- 
ed so  to  do,  that  (conscious  that  such  an  occasion 
ought  to  animate  the  most  careless  and  inattentive 
officer,  to  decision  and  promptitude,)  I was  induced 
from  such  a manifest  neglect  of  duty,  to  say  to  him, 
“that  he  might  go  below,  and  should  do  no  more  duty 
on  board  the  Java.’* 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  September,  he  address- 
ed to  me  a letter,  written  by  himself,  which  he 
caused  to  be  laid  on  the  table  in  the  cabin,  and 
which  I received  at  a very  late  hour.  This  letter 
being  couched  in  language  which  I deemed  indeco- 
rous and  disrespectful,  I sent  for  him  and  demanded 
why  he  thus  addressed  me,  and  particularly  why  he 
had  selected  a time  so  obviously  improper.  He  im- 
mediately assumed  a manner  so  higldy  irritating  and 
contemptuous,  that  I believed  it  my  duty  to  arrest 
him,  (after  having  expressed  to  him  my  indignation 
at  such  conduct)  and  for  this  purpose  sent  for  the 
2d.  marine  officer,  at  the  same  time  ordering  him  to 
be  silent.  In  utter  disregard  of  this  order,  though 
repeatedly  warned  of  the  consequences  of  his  diso- 
hcvdience,  he  persevered  in  the  same  irritating  tone 
and  manner,  until  at  length,  after  reiterating  attempts 
10  effect  his  silence,  I gave  him  a blow.  Frequent 
outrage  added  to  frequent  insidt,  provoked  this  dis- 
agreeable consequence. 

Mortified,  that  I should  so  far  forget  myself  as  to 
raise  my  arm  against  any  officer  holding  a commis- 
sion in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  however 
improper  his  conduct  might  have  been,  and  however 
just  the  cause,  I immediately,  in  conformity  to  this 
principle,  offered  to  make  such  an  apology  as  should 
be  proper  for  both:  this  proposal  was  refused,  which 
precluded  the  necessity  of  any  further  overtures. — 
The  offer  was  consonant  to  the  views  of  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  officers  of  the  squadron,  after 
their  being  made  fully  acquainted  with  every  parti- 
cular. 

From  my  having  been  educated  in  the  strictest 
discipline  of  the  navy,  in  which,  respect  and  obedi- 
ence to  a superior  was  instilled  into  my  mind  as  a 
fundamental  and  leading  principle;  and  from  a natu- 
ral disposition  to  chastise  insolence  and  imperti- 
nence, immediately  when  offered  me,  even  in  private 
life,  must  be  inferred  the  burst  of  indignant  feel- 
ing, which  prompted  me  to  inflict  personal  satisfac- 
tion on  an  officer  w'ho  thus  daringly  outraged  the 
vital  interests  of  the  service  in  rny  own  person. 

I have  thus  gone  through  this  unpleasant  recital 
with  as  much  candor  and  conciseness  as  possible. — 
I might  indeed  detail  to  you  other  acts  of  delin- 
quency in  this  officer,  but  I will  not  further  weary 
you  With  the  circumstances  of  tlti^  imfortimate 


affair,  but  confine  myself,  to  the  r^uest,  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  order  a court  of  inquiry  or  court 
martial,  as  you  may  see  fit,  to  examine  into  tl)e 
causes  w’nich  led  to  this  seeming  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  the  navy. 

After  eighteen  years  of  important  and  arffiious 
services  in  the  cause  of  my  country,  it  can  hardly  be 
imagined  that  I have  any  disposition  to  infringe 
that  discipline  which  is  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
the  navy;  and  to  prevent  any  intention  being  falsely 
ascribed  to  me,  I beg  you  will  give  immediu.te  at- 
tention to  this  request,  that  the  navy,  as  well  as  my 
country,  shall  be  satisfied  of  the  ilitegrity  of  mv 
motives. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  O.  It.  PERRY 

To  Isaac  Chauncey,  Esq.  commodore 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  na- 
val forces  of  tJve  United  States  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

Mr.  President, 

Gentlemen  of  the  Court — 

I shall  confine  myself  to  a few  brief  remarks  on 
the  subject  which  has  brought  me  before  this  honor- 
able court,  begging  leave  to  refer  them  to  my  letter 
to  the  commodore  in  chief,  requesting  this  court 
martial  for  a detail  of  circumstances,  trusting,  that 
a character  gained  in  a long  and  hmiorable  service 
is  safe  in  the  possession  of  gentlemen  of  your  rank 
and  professional  respectability. 

I am  deprived  of  a most  important  witness  in  my* 
favour  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Anderson,  who  was 
present  at  the  commencement  of  this  affair:  (the 
time  the  conduct  of  the  prosecutor  was  most  offen- 
sive:) it  is  my  good  fortune,  however,  that  several  of 
the  members  of  this  court  have  frequently  heard  him 
express  his  opinion  of  the  provoking  and  insulting 
conduct  of  capt.  Heath,  particularly  on  his  entrance 
into  my  cabin;  this  cannot  fail  to  have  its  weight  on 
the  minds  of  the  court,  as  from  the  peculiar  situation 
of  a, captain,  (and  such  was  mine)  he  may  be  insult- 
ed when  alone  in  his  cabin,  while  his  prosecutor  shall 
have  the  advantage  of  corporals  and  privates  stati- 
oned at  his  door,  to  distort  and'mangle  circumstan- 
ces and  language  imperfectly  seen  or  heard.  Al- 
though I had  be"en  so  Iiighly  insulted  by  captain 
Heath,  not  only  on  this  occasion,  but  on  others,  yet 
as  1 had  raised  my  hand  against  him  while  holding 
a commission,  I immediately  from  that  consideration, 
offered  him  prompt  and  honorable  atonement,  as 
will  appear  by  the  paper  signed  by  capt.  Crane 
and  lieutenant  Maepherson,  which  they  deemed  suf- 
ficient, and  earnestly  recommended  to  his  accep- 
tance, but  notwitlistanding,  this  officer  had  before 
suffered  a blow,  and  for  wliich  he  was  content  to 
receive  moderate  satisfaction,  yet  this  was  too  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  to  give  his  commander  (who 
had  so  frequently  overlooked  his  offences)  trouble, 
to  let  pass.  I must  appeal  to  the  knowledge  the 
president  and  members  of  this  respectable  court 
have  of  my  general  character  for  a refutation  of 
these  charges,  and  I ask  if  it  is  possible  that  I could 
in  mere  wantonness,  commit  an  act  of  violence. 
No,  gentlemen,  it  was  the  outrageous  conduct  of  this 
officer  that  produced  the  consequences  that  resulted.. 
1 will  therefore  leave  my  case  in  your  hands,  with 
perfect  confidence  in  your  justice  and  liberal  con- 
struction of  the  delicate  situation  in  whi;h  I am, 
and  was  then  placed,  with  one  more  remark,  viz. 
the  evident  contradiction  of  . the  testimony  and  a 
misrepresentation  of  a part  thereof. 
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The  close  of  the  Volume. 

The  13th  volume,  or  1st  ot  the  new  series 
of  the  Weekly  Register,  is  herewith  closed. 
The  title  and  index  for  it  may  be  expected 
with  the  first  number  of  the  next  volume. 

The  indispensable  obligation  to  conclude 
the  proceedings  on  the  cases  of  captains  Perry 
and  Heath,  and  to  get  into  the  number  other 
articles  that  belonged  to  the  period  of  the  vo- 
lume, leaves  us  no  room  for  any  thing  of  our 
own, except  to  assure  our  readers  that  we  close 
it  under  a grateful  sense  of  the  unparalleled 
increase  of  support  which  this  work  has  re- 
ceived within  the  last  six  months,  and  to  ex- 
press our  determination  to  enter  upon  the  new 
volume  with  the  best  endeavors  to  deserve  its 
continuance — and  m which,  so  bir  as  ability 
is  afforded,  several  subjects  of  peat  import- 
ance are  intended  to  be  treated  on — especi- 
ally the  demoralizing  and  pernicious  business 
of  hanking;  which  we  seriously  believe  is  the 
Pandora/ s box  that  is  to  fill  the  republic  with 
all  sorts  of  moral  and  political  diseases. 

At  this  proper  period  for  it,  the  editor  en- 
treats his  distant  subscribers  carefully  to  ex- 
amine how  matters  stand  between  him  and 
them — and  that,  if  any  thing  should  be  due,  it 
may  be  immediately  remitted  by  mail,  at  the 
editor’s  cost  and  risk,  if  the  subscriber  pleases 
so  to  send  it.  Regularity  of  payment  is  the  ‘‘es- 
sential oil”  that  keeps  the  press  running,  and 
the  only  way  in  which  its  independence  and 
usefulness  can  be  preserved;  it  is  the  grand 
excitement  of  industry,  and  stimulus  to  libe- 
rality— and  enables  an  editor  to  disregard 
any  reasonable  expense  in  furnishing  accepta- 
ble matter  to  his  customers. 


JMimUes  of  the  proceedings  of  a general  court  martial 
assembled  and  held  on  board  the  United  States’  fri- 
; gate  Java,  in  the  harbor  of  Port  Mahon,  upon  the 
o\st  day  of  December,  1816,  and  held  everyday 
after-wards  f Sunday  excepted J until  the  9th  day 
of  January,  1817,  inclusive. 

Present. 

' Captain  John  Shaw,  president.  William  M. 
Crar.  , John  O,  Creighton,  John  Downes,  Major 
John  Hall,  (marine  corps)  Captain  George  W. 
Rodgers,  Thomas  Gamble,  H,  B.  Rreckeiiridge, 
]M.  C.  illiam  Hall,  M.  C.  Doctor  II.  S.  Kearney, 
judge  advocate. 

All  persons  admitted,  read  the  order  of  Isaac 
ChauRcey,  esq.  commodore  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Mediterranean  sea,  dated  the  30lh  day  of 
December,  1816,  directed  to  captain  John  Shaw, 
at  Port  Mahon,  for  the  trial  of  such  prisoners  as 
shall  be  brought  before  them. 

Capt.  John  Heath,  of  the  marine  corps,  appear- 
d in  court,  and  being  asked,  declared  he  had  no 
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objeetjon  to  the  members  of  tlie  court.  The  mem- 
ber.s of  the  court  and  the  judge  advocate  were 
then  duly  sworn.  The  following  charges  and  spe- 
cifications were  then  read. 

Charges  and  the  specif  cations  of  charges  exhibited 
by  Oliver  H Perry,  esq.  captain  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  commander  of  the  United  States 
frigate  Java,  against  captain  John  Heath,  command- 
ing the  guard  of  marines  attached  to  said  ship. 
Charge  \st.  Disrespectful,  insolent,  and  con- 
temptuous conduct  to  me,  his  superior  officer. 

Specification  Isi.  That  he  did,  on  or  about  the 
22d  of  July,  1816,  on  board  the  U.  States  [frigate] 
Java,  then  standing  into  the  bay  of  Naples,  on 
being  asked  by  me  “why  a certain  marine  was  suf- 
fered to  appear  on  deck  in  so  filthy  and  dirty  a 
dress?”  reply  to  me  in  an  insolent,  disrespectful, 
and  contemptuous  manner. 

Specification  2d.  That  he  did,  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  tlie  18th  of  September,  1816,  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Java,  then  at  an  anchor  in  die 
hai'bor  of  Messina,  cause  a letter  written  by  him- 
self, and  couched  in  language  liighly  improper  to 
be  used  towards  his  commanding  officer,  to  be 
left  on  my  table  in  the  cabin  of  said  ship. 

Specification  2d.  That  he  did  when  sent  for  into 
tlie  said  cabin,  on  beir.g  asked  why  he  took  such  a 
lime  to  write  me  a letter  of  that  kind,  assume  a 
deportment  towards  me  highly  provoking  and  di.s- 
respectful.  The  aforesaid  charge  and  specifica- 
tions being  in  violation  of  a part  of  the  15th  arti- 
cle and  a part  of  the  13th  article  of  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States. 

Charge  2d.  Neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike 
conduct. 

Spesification  1st.  That  on  or  about  t];e  evening 
of  the  16th  of  September,  1816,  on  board  the  Unit- 
ed  States’  ship  Java,  then  at  anchor  in  the  harbor 
of  Messina,  he,  the  said  captain  John  Heath,  did, 
on  two  marines  jumping  overboard  to  swim  fi  om 
the  ship,  neglect  to  come  on  deck,  although  called 
and  informed  of  thi.s  circumstance,  alleging  as  a 
reason  therefor  the  subtertugeof  his  being  sick. 

Specification  2d.  That  he  did  when  ordered  bv 
meat  said  time  and  place  to  come  on  deck  anil 
muster  the  marines,  execute  that  duty  in  a care-, 
less  and  iadifierent  manner,  and  when  the  marines' 
were  mustered,  did  neglect  to  report  to  me  until 
called  and  directed  so  to  do. 

Specification  2d.  That  he  did  neglect,  on  the 
desertion  of  said  marines  from  the  sliip,  to  take 
those  immediate  steps  for  their  recovery,  that 
become  him  as  commanding  oflicer  of  the  detach- 
ment to  which  they  belonged,  and  were  required 
by  the  urgency  of  the  case.  This  charge  and  spe- 
cification being  in  violation  of  a part  of  the  ,20th 
article  and  the  28lh  article  of  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  better  government  of  tlie  navy  of  tlie  Unit- 
ed  States, 

Charge  2d-  Disobedience  of  orders. 

Specification.  That  he  did,  at  the  time  and  place 
referred  to  in  the  3d  specification  of  the  1st  charge, 
though  repeatedly  ordered  to  be  silent,  continue 
to  !-'pc:.k,  although  warned  of  the  consequences, 
and  in  tlie  same  indecorous  and  contemptuous  man.- 
ner  as  therein  alleged,  thereby  violatiug  a part -of 
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the  14th  article  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
bet!  er  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

(Signed)  O.H.PKKUY. 

{/■.  State':'  ship  Java,  .Qlqiers  Hay,  lAth  Oct.  1816. 

Captain  Heath  being  desired  to  plead  to  the 
foregoing  charges,  pleaded  “not  guilty:”  where- 
upon the  court  proceeded  to  trial, 

I'be  following  witnesses  were  duly  sworn  on  the 
n:irt  of  the  prosecution,  to  wit,  lieut.  Joseph  Mac- 
pherson,  lieut . Kdw;-rd  K.  M‘CalI,  and  lieut.  Park. 
Cl,  JIov  le,  all  of  the  frigate  Java.  The  two  latter 
witnesses  were  directed  to  withdraw,  and  the  court 
prcceeded  to  the  examination  of  lieut.  Maepherson, 
who  states  as  follows: 

1 recollect,  on  standing  into  the  Bay  of  Naples, 
captain  Perry  sent  or  called  to  captain  Heath,  and 
spoke  aboMt  a marine  who  wa?  on  deck  very  dirty. 
Captain  Heath  replied  tlie  marines  were  in  want  of 
clothing,  or  they  had  no  clothes. 

D'iiness  qitestioiicrl  by  the  court. 

Qvestion.  Was  captain  Heath’s  reply  to  captain 
Perry,  w'hen  he  asked  W'hy  the  marine  was  suffer- 
ed to  come  on  deck  dirty,  disrespectful  and  inso- 
lent, or  otherwis'^  unbecoming.^ 

Ans-ii'tr.  His  manner  of  reply  to  captain  Perry 
was,  I thought,  very  disrespectful. 

Question.  What  did  captain  Heath  say;  will  you 
describe  his  manner.? 

AnsTjer.  When  he  came  up  to  captain  Perry  he 
had  his  hands  in  his  pockets  and  his  hat  a little  on 
one  side  of  his  head,  with  a swagger.  It  was  this 
circumstance  which  attracted  my  notice,  I heard 
him  make  some  remark  about  the  marine,  clothing, 
but  do  not  distinctly  recollect  what  it  was. 

Question.  What  notice  did  captain  Perry  take  of 
captain  Heath’s  conduct  at  the  time,  and  did  he 
appe.’.rto  feel  it  as  an  indignity? 

Ans-u'er.  Captain  Perry  told  captain  Heath  if  he 
did  [iiot]  take  better  care  of  the  marines  he  should 
get  somebody  that  would.  Captain  Perry  then 
leant  over  the  hammock  cloths,  evidently  to  re- 
.strain  the  feelings  excited  by  captain  Heath’s  man- 
ner. 

Question.  Is  not  captain  Heath  in  the  habit  of 
wearing  his  baton  one  side  and  his  hands  in  his 
pockets? 

Ans-iocr.  I should  say  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
wearing  his  hat  a little  on  one  side,  as  well  as  my 
recollection  serves  rrie,  1 cannot  say  that  I have 
ohsei  ved  that  he  has  the  habit  of  carrying  his 
hands  in  his  pockets.  j 

Question.  Is  it  usual  for  captain  Heath  when  ad- 
dressing captain  Perry  on  duty,  to  keep  his  hands 
in  his  pockets? 

Answer.  No,  I.  never  saw  it. 

The  witness  states  in  relation  to  the  second  spe- 
cification of  tjje  first  cl.'arge,  that  he  knows  nothing 
in  relation  thereto;  his  information  being  altogether 
hearsay.  His  knowledge  of  the  third  specification 
is  also  derived  entirely  from  hearsay.  This  wit- 
aes.s  knows  nothing  in  relation  to  the  second  and 
third  charges  and  specifications. 

ThfiviHiess  questioned  by  the  prosecutor. 

Question.  Lieutenant  AH Pherson  has  stated  that 
I told  captain  Heath  that  if  he  did  not  pay  more 
atte  ntion  to  the  marines,  1 would  get  somebody  else 
that  w-  uid.  Had  not  captain  Heath  previously 
said  ‘ o rr  e,  that  if  the  marines  were  dirty  he  could 
not  help  it? 

Answer.  I recollect  that  captain  Heath  used  that 
reply  to  captain  Perry. 

Question.  AVasthe  marine,  although  in  w.  rn  out 
cloths,  clean  in  compliance  with  the  orders  that 
had  been  issued?  Answer.  No. 


Witness  questioned  by  the  prisoner. 

Question.  Have  you  not  frequently  lold  me  that 
you  did  not  believe  I intended  any  disrespect  to 
captain  Perry  that  day? 

Ansuer.  1 recollect  on  going  into  the  ward  room 
to  liave  made  some  remark  which  led  to  the  sub- 
ject. You  protested  solemnly  that  it  was  not  your 
intention  to  offer  any  disrespect  to  captain  Perry: 

I then  said  I believed  you  did  not,  and  added  that 
I thought  you  shewed  too  much  dignity  on  the  oc- 
casion. 1 have  had  frequent  conversations  with 
c.'iplain  Heath,  and  he  has  always  made  the  same 
protestations,  which  I was  bound  to  believe. 

Question.  Did  you  never  tell  me  that  you  thought 
at  times  there  was  something  unpleasant  in  my 
manners,  and  havie  I not  as  often  repeated  that  if 
so  I was  unconscious  of  it  and  regretted  it  extreme- 
ly? 

Answer.  Yes,  I have  made  that  observation  to 
captain  Heath,  and  he  has  often  remarked  that  he 
regretted  that  his  manner  at  times  was  unpleasant. 

Question.  Have  I not  frequently  expressed  to  you 
that  nothing  was  further  from  my  intention  than 
treating  captain  Perry  with  disrespect? 

Answer.  I have  heard  captain  Heath  say  so. 

Question.  Have  you  not  frequently  heard  me  say 
that  I used  every  exertion  to  please  captain  Perry 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty? 

Answer.  I have  heard  captain  Heath  say  that 
there  was  no  man  in  the  navy  he  would  sooner 
please  than  captain  Perry;  that  he  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly what  had  happened.  I heard  him  say  so 
since  his  arrest.  Captain  Heath  has  always  spoken 
in  favor  of  captain  Perry  as  have  all  the  officers  of 
the  ship, 

I'he  witness  withdrew. 

Lieutenant  M‘Call  of  the  Java,  states  as  follow’s; 
He  knows  nothing  in  relation  to  the  first  charge; 
states  in  relation  to  the  second,  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  two  marines  had  jumped  overboard.  I 
sent  down  to  captain  Heath  to  come  on  deck;  he 
sent  me  word  he  was  unwell,  and  requested  me  to 
call  on  lieutenant  Howie.  I heard  lieutenant  Howie 
engaged  in  turning  out  the  marines  to  muster  them. 
After  relieving  lieutenant  Turner,  who  went  in  a 
boat  in  pursuit  of  the  deserters,  I sent  down  to 
inform  captain  Perry  of  the  circumstance.  When 
he  came  on  deck  he  asked  for  the  commanding 
marine  officer.  I then  sent  down  for  captain  Heath 
in  captain  Perry’s  name.  Captain  Heath  then  came 
on  deck.  I heard  him  hurrying  the  sergeant,  who 
might  have  been  rather  slow  in  executing  his  doty. 
Captain  Perry  then  called  captain  Meath  to  him. — 
'I'heir  conversation  was  so  low  that  I overheard 
nothing. 

Witness  questioned  by  the  court. 

Queston.  Did  captain  Ilearti  neglect  his  duty, 
and  was  his  conduct  unofficerlike? 

Answer.  I cannot  say  with  certainty  whether  he 
did  or  did  not. 

Question.  At  what  time  in  the  evening  did  this 
occurrence  lake  place? 

Answer.  About  eight  or  lialf-past  eight. 

Question.  Did  captain  Heath  do  his  utmost  to  re- 
cover the  men,  or  make  a.y  exertions  to  effect  it? 

Answer.  I believe  he  made  none. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  captain  Heath 
was  on  the  sick  list  at  the  lime  the  men  deserted.? 

Answer.''!  do  not  know;  he  came  from  shore,  said 
he  v as  unwell,  and  turned  in. 

Question.  Had  captain  Heath  been  absent  from 
the  ship  that  day,  and  did  you  know  of  his  being 
indisposed? 

Answer,  He  had  been-absent  from  the  ship.  I 
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difl  not  know  that  he  was  unwell  until  he  mention- 
ed . 

Question.  How  often  had  capt.  Heath  been  called, 
and  how  long-  was  it  before  he  appeared  on  deck? 

^ins~^ver  Only  twice  to  my  knowledj^e.  I suppose 
it  was  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  before  he  appear- 
ed on  deck. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  nature  of  his  indis- 
position? 

Jinsiuer.  No. 

Question.  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  captain 
Heaili,  from  indisposition,  was  unable  to  attend  to 
his  duly  earlier? 

,‘lnswer.  I think  he  mip^ht  have  got  up  sooner. 

Question,  H.is  captain  Heath  generally  paid  pro- 
per attention  to  the  marines  under  his  command? 

^iusTver.  I believe  he  has. 

Question.  Did  captain  Heath  receive  an  order  to 
pursue  the  men,  and  was  there  a boat  at  his  di.spo- 
sal  for  tlie  purpose? 

Answer.  There  were  boats  for  the  purpose;  but 
I do  not  know  that  captain  Heath  received  such  an 
order. 

The  prosecutor  declined  asking  the  witness  any 
question. 

]^ltness  questioned  by  the  prisoner. 

You  have  stated  to  the  court,  that  you  believe  I 
made  no  exertions  to  recover  the  marines  who  had 
jumped  overboard.  After  I had  ascertained  who 
were  absent,  what  exertions  do  you  suppose  could 
have  been  made  on  my  part  to  recover  them  with- 
out orders  from  my  commanding  officer? 

Answer.  1 presume  you  could  have  made  none 
■without  orders  from  captain  Perry. 

Question.  By  the  court 

Was  captain  Heath  active  or  dilatory  in  muster- 
ing the  marines? 

Answer.  I heard  captain  Heath  hurrying  the  ser- 
geant. 1 heard  him  tliree  or  four  times  tell  him  to 
bear  a hand. 

Question.  Was  captain  Health  prompt  and  active 
on  the  occasion? 

Answer.  Not  very. 

Question.  By  the  prosecutor — 

Did  captain  Heath  attend  to  the  marines  until  di 
reeled  so  to  do  by  me? 

Answer.  1 believe  not.  The  witness  knows  no- 
thing in  relation  to  the  third  charge  and  specifica- 
tion. 

The  witness  withdrew. 

Lieutenant  Howie,  of  marines,  examined.  Knows 
nothing  in  relation  to  the  1st  specification  of  the 
1st  cliarge.  States  in  relation  to  the'2nd  specifi- 
cation, that  when  he  was  called  into  the  cabin,  he 
was  shown  by  captain  Perry  the  letter  referred  to; 
that  he  is  not  competent  to  decide  on  its  merits; 
presumes  it  will  be  laid  before  the  court,  who  will 
be  better  able  to  judge.  Tlie  witness  was  not  pre 
sent  at  the  \ime  referred  to  in  the  3d  specification 
of  the  1st  charge. 

Question.  By  the  court — 

Do  you  know  whether  the  condnCt  of  captain 
Heath  was  highly  disrespectful  and  provoking  to- 
wards captain  Perry? 

Answer.  1 do  not. 

The  witness  states,  in  relation  to  the  .second 
charge,  as  follo-svs: 

On  tlie  16’.!)  of  September,  captain  Heath  went 
on  shore  and  returned  on  board  In  the  evening;  he 
complained  of  being  unwell,  and  after  some  short 
time  retired  to  his  sL.te  room.  Lieutenant  i-’or- 
rest,  who  was  on  deck,  sent  below  to  infor.n  me, 
that  two  marines  had  jumped  overboard  from  the 
.?hip.  1 hastened  on  de^k,  and  meeting  one  of  the 


marines,  1 sent  him  below  to  the  sergeant  tolnirry 
the  marines  on  deck  for  a mtister.  Captain  f*erry 
appeared  on  deck  and  inq-iired  where  capt.  Heath 
was.  I told  him  he  w.as  below  and  unwell.  He  in- 
quired what  the  matter  was.  I replied  1 could  not 
inform  him.  I went  on  tlie  birtli  deck,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  sergeant,  got  ail  the  marines 
on  deck.  When  1 returned  this  time,  T found  rafP  ' ~ ' 
tain  Heath  was  on  deck  in  conversation  with  c.ap- 
lain  Perry.  All  I heard  captain  Perry  say  was, 
“go,  sir,  i.nd  muster  the  men,  and  report  to  me 
who  are  absent.”  While  captain  Heath  was  mus- 
tering the  men,  captain  Perry  asked  him,  “if  lie 
meant  to  be  all  night  a!>out  it.”  As  soon  as  cap- 
tain Heath  found  out  w'ho  the  absent  men  were,  he 
raported  tbero.  After  captain  Meath  bad  reported 
to  captain  Perry,  he  looked  at  him  for  some  time, 
and  s lid,  “go  below,  sir,  I have  no  further  use  fi>r 
your  service.s.” 

Question.  By  the  court — 

Do  you  know  that  captain  Heath  was  indisposed.^ 

Answer.  I only  know  it  from  his  coming  on  board 
earlier  ih.^n  usual,  and  his  saying  so. 

Question.  HoW'  long  was  it  after  you  told  captain 
Pea-ry  that  captain  Heath  complained  of  l)eing  un- 
well before  he  appeared  on  deck? 

Answer.  In  a few  minutes;  in  a very  short  time, 
for  a man  who  was  in  bed  and  had  to  dress  himself. 

Question.  "Was  the  conduct  of  caiAain  Heath 
prompt  and  active  on  this  occasion,  or  ollierwise? 

Ans'ioer.  He  turried  out,  I suppose,  as  soon  as  he 
could,  and  he  hurried  the  sergeants  in  their  duty. 

Question.  Did  captain  Heath  make  any  efforts  to 
muster  the  marines  and  ascertain  who  was  absent 
before  captain  Perry  directed  him  to  d>>  so? 

Answer.  Tlie  marines  were  got  on  deck  nea'  ly 
as  soon  as  captaiti  Heath  got  there.  He  wms  in 
conversation  with  captain  Perry  when  I came  up. 

Question.  Did  cap;ain  Heath  make  those  exer- 
tions that  the  occasion  called  for? 

Answer.  .\s  far  as  was  in  his  power,  I suppose, 
he  did.  There  was  no  delay  in  getting  the  marines 
on  deck.  I had  them  on  deck  as  soon  as  captain 
Heath  got  there. 

Question.  ^Vas  captain  Heath  so  much  indispos- 
ed, as,  in  your  opinion,  to  be  incapable  of  attending 
to  his  duty? 

Answer.  It  might  h.ave  been  an  inconvenience  to 
him  to  attend  to  duty,  notwithstanding  he  did  so. 

Question.  You  have  stated  tiuit  captain  Ileith, 
ate  supper  after  he  came  on  boiu*d,  did  he  eat  hear- 
tily? 

An,s~wer.  I did  not  observe  what  he  ate. 

Question.  Did  captain  Heath  report  his  case  to 
the  surgeon? 

jinswer.  I do  not  know.  1 do  not  know  whetlier 
he  was  on  hoard. 

The  witness  states,  in  relation  to  the  third 
charge,  tliat  when  he  entered  the  cabin  cajitain 
Perry  said  to  him,  “.sir,  1 have  arrested  tliis  man; 
he  has  not  only  dared  to  write  me  an  insulting  let- 
ter, but  be  has  insulted  me  in  my  cabin.”  The 
only  words  I heard  from  captain  Heath,  were  about 
feelings.  Captain  Perry  ordered  liim  to  keep  si- 
lence, or  lie  would  put  him  In  irons.  C»ptain  Heatli 
said  vei-y  well.  C.ipt.im  I’erry  then  told  liim  if  he 
repeated  those  words  again  he  would  knock  him 
do.vn.  Captain  Heath  again  reiiTud  very  w dl;  up- 
on whicli  captain  Perry  struck  liign.  He  then  or- 
dered me  to  take  him  out  and  put  him  in  irons.  I 
conducted  c.iptain  Heatli  out  of  tiie  cdii'^,  return- 
ed and  asked  captain  Perry  if  I should  put  him  i)» 
irons.  Ho  told  me  to  conliiv_‘  him  to  his  room  and 
ptu  a sentry  over  him. 
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tfitiiess  questioned  by  the  court. 

Questimi.  Were  captain  Heath’s  language  and 
inanner  respectful  or  disrespectful  to  captain  Perry 
at  the  time  specified? 

.dns-iver.  I did  not  conceive  them  disrespectful. 
The  only  words  1 heard  him  say,  were  “very  well.” 
His  gestures  T did  not  observe. 

Question.  Were  those  words  uttered  in  a con- 
temptuous manner? 

Jhis-wer.  1 did  not  conceive  that  they  were. 

The  court  adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
morning,  10  o’clock. 

W ednesday  ntor7iing‘,  January  Isf,  1817. 

The  court  i^et  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pre- 
sent, the  president,  members,  and  judge  advocate. 

Lieutenant  Howie’s  examination  continued. — 
The  presecutor  declined  questioning  the  witness. 
'['lie  ivitncss  questioned  by  the  prisoner. 

Question.  Wlien  you  was  first  apprised  of  the 
two  marines  having  deserted  from  the  ship  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th  September,  did  you  not  know 
that  I had  retired  to  bed  and  believe  me  to  have 
b?en  unwell^ 

Answer.  I believed  you  to  be  unwell  from  your 
retirifig,  and  from  your  saying  so. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  orders  or  instruc- 
tions from  me  to  muster  the  marines  to  discover 
who  were  missing,  and  to  take  proper  steps  to  re- 
cover them? 

Answer.  I received  orders  from  captain  Heath 
through  a midshipman  to  muster  the  marines  and 
a-scertain  v ho  were  missing,  and  to  attend  to  the 
duly,  that  he  himself  was  unwell.  I received  no 
order  which  related  to  the  recovery  of  the  men. 

Question.  After  I came  on  deck,  and  had  the  ma- 
rines mustered  and  reported  to  captain  Perry,  do 
you  believe  that  1 had  it  in  my  power  to  have  made 
any  further  exertions  for  their  recovery? 

Answer.  No,  I do  not  think  you  had. 

Question.  Was  I careless  and  indifferent  in  mus- 
tering the  marines  after  I came  on  deck  on  the  even- 
ing of  ilie  16th  Septemberi* 

Answer.  I did  not  perceive  that  you  were  care- 
less about  it.  After  you  were  done  with  captain 
Ferry  you  spoke  to  and  hurried  the  sergeant. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  from 
my  general  character  and  conduct  on  bo-.rd  this 
vessel  tliat  1 would  descend  to  a falsehood  or  sub- 
terfuge in  order  to  evade  my  duty? 

Answer.  Not  the  least. 

Question.  From  the  observations  which  you  made 
in  the  cabin  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  September, 
when  1 was  in  conversatiou  with  captain  Perry,  do 
3'ou  not  think  that  my  language  and  deportment 
tuw'urds  him  were  extremely  forbearing  and  mild? 

Answer.  I should  suppose  it  was  mild. 

The  witness  withdrawn. 

lloetor  Parsons,  surgeon  of  the  Java,  duly  sworn. 

Question.  Was  captain  Heath  &n  the  sick  list  on 
the  evening  of  the  loth  September,  or  did  he  re- 
port himself  to  you  at  that  time? 

Answer.  He  was  not  on  the  sick  list  on  that  even- 
ing. He  complained  to  me  Oii  the  following  morn- 
ing of  a slight  indisposition.  He  did  not  report 
Mmself  to  me  on  the  evening  of  the  16lh  Septem- 
ber. 

Witness  questioned  by  prisoner. 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  this  ship  early  in 
the  evening  of  the  16th  September. 

Answer.  I do  not  recollect  being  out  of  the  ship 
on  that  evening. 

Question.  Have  I ever  endeavored  to  evade  my 
duty  by  feigning  indisposition,  or  alleging  as  an 
excuse,  the  subterfuge  of  being  sick? 


Answer.  I do  not  recollect  that  captain  Heath 
ever  feigned  indisposition.  He  was  always  actual- 
ly indisposed  when  he  applied  for  my  assistance. 

Question.  Uo  not  causes  of  indisposition  often 
occur  which  disqualify  a man  for  the  exercise  of 
duty,  when  there  is  no  symptom  apparent  to  a per- 
son unacquainted  with  medicine? 

Answer.  Such  cases  do  occur. 

Qnestio?i.  Could  he  then  form  an  opinion  of  the 
existence  of  such  indisposition? 

Aiiswer.  He  could  not. 

The  witness  withdrawn. 

Lieut.  M'Pherson  examined  by  the  prisoner. 
Question.  You  are  the  executive  officer  of  this 
ship,  did  you  convey  to  me  the  order  which  you 
received  from  captain  Perry  when  going  into  Na- 
ples on  the  22d  July,  for  the  ship’s  crew  to  be 
cleaned? 

Answer.  The  order  was  promulgated  throughout 
the  ship  in  the  usual  manner.  I cannot  recollect 
whether  or  not  captain  Heath  was  especially  noii- 
fred  of  it. 

Question.  You  say  that  my  manner  of  replying  to^ 
captain  Perry  relative  to  the  dirty  appearance  of 
the  marine,  was  disrespectful;  was  it  also  contemp- 
tuous or  insulting? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  captain  Perry,  after  this  occur- 
rence on  the  quarfier  deck,  ever  speak  to  you  of 
the  disrespectful,  contemptuous,  and  insulting  re- 
ply lie  had  received  from  me,  and  if  so,  how  long 
after. 

Answer.  Three  or  four  days  afterwards,  captain 
Perry  mentioned  to  me  that  his  feelings  had  be^n 
very  much  excited  at  the  manner  in  which  captain 
Heath  replied  to  him  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

Question.  Did  captain  Perry  notice  my  reply  to 
him  at  the  time  in  any  manner,  either  by  arrest, 
suspension  from  duty,  reprimand  or  otherwise?  ^ 
Answer.  He  did  not  arrest  or  suspend  captain 
Heath,  but  told  him  if  he  did  not  pay  more  atten- 
tion  to  the  marines,  he  would  get  somebody  that 
would. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  under  the 
command  of  capt.  Perry. 

Answer.  I served  under  capt.  Perry  in  1808,  at 
New  York,  and  also  on  lake  Ontario,  and  have 
been  his  first  lieutenant  for  the  last  fourteen  or 
fifeeen  months. 

Question.  From  the  knowledge  you  have  of 
capt.  Capt.  Perry’s  character,  and  his  rules  and 
system  of  discipline,  do  you  think  he  would  suf- 
fer any  officer  under  his  command  to  treat  him 
in  a disrespectful,  insolent  and  contemptuous  man- 
ner, without  an  immediate  arrest  or  suspension 
from  duty,  or  otherwise  notice  it? 

Answer.  I have  never  known  an  instance  but 
the  present. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  from 
my  general  character  and  conduct  on  board  this 
ship,  that  I would  descend  to  a falsehood  or  sub- 
terfuge, in  order  to  evade  my  duty? 

Answer.  I liave  no  reason  to  believe  you  would. 
The  witness  withdrawn. 

Lieut.  M’Call  re-examined  by  the  prisoner. 
Question.  Were  you  on  the  quarter  deck  of 
this  ship  on  the  22d  of  July  when  I replied  to  capt. 
Perry  relative  to  a certain  marine  who  was  dirty 
in  his  appearance? 

Answer.  I might  have  been  but  I do  not  recol- 
lect the  circumstance. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  my  complaint  of 
indisposition  on  the  evening  of  the  I6th  September, 
wiien  sent  for  in  consequence  of  the  desertion,  of 
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the  two  marines,  was  a subterfuge  or  an  excuse  to 
evade  my  duty? 

,9nswer.  No. 

Question.  When  I came  on  deck  1 hurried  the 
sergeants  in  mustering  the  marines,  did  you  at  the 
time  think  I performed  that  duty  in  a careless,  in- 
different manner? 

Anstoer.  He  hurried  the  sergeant  very  often,  he 
appeared  very  an;iious  to  get  through,  in  order  to 
make  his  report. 

Question.  After  I had  mustered  the  marines, 
and  reported  them  to  capt  Perry,  did  you  hear 
capt.  Perry  say  to  me  t)iat  he  Imd  no  further  use 
for  my  services  on  board  that  ship,  and  order  me 
below? 

Ansii^er.  Captain  Heath  was  called  by  captain 
Perry.  Some  conversation  took  place  between 
them  which  I did  not  liear.  Captain  Heath  then 
went  below,  and  I concluded  he  was  suspended.  • 

The  witness  withdrawn. 

Midshipman  Buchanan,  of  the  Java,  duly  sworn 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner: 

States  he  tvas  on  deck  the  night  the  two  ma- 
rines jumped  overboard.  He  was  sent  below  to  in- 
form captain  Heath  of  it.  Captaio  Heath  observed 
to  him  that  he  was  unwell,  and  to  give  his  compli- 
ments to  lieulenant and  request  him  to  let 

lieutenant  Howie  know  the  circumstance. 

Question.  From  my  manner  of  speaking  to  you 
did  you  not  think  me  indisposed? 

Answer.  I only  thought  so  from  yo,ur  telling  me 
so.  You  spoke  in  a low  tone  of  voice. 

- The  witness  withdrawn. 

Midshipman  Overton,  of  the  Java,  duly  sworn. 

Questioned  by  the  prisoner. 

Question.  When  you  came  to  my  state  room  on 
the  evening  of  the  16ih  of  September,  to  Inform  me 
that  captain  Perry  w'ished  to  see  me  on  deck,  was 
I not  making  every  exertion  to  obey  the  summons? 

Answer.  Yes. 

The  witness  withdrawn. 

Corporal  Philpotand  John  Coleman,  belonging  to 
the  Java,  duly  sworn  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner. 

Corporal  Philpot  questioned  by  the  prisoner. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  thing  that  took 
place  in  the  cabin  of  the  frigate  Java,  between  cap- 
tain Perry  and  myselt"  on  the  evening  of  the  18th 
of  September  last? 

Answer.  I was  corporal  of  the  guard  on  the  even- 
ing referred  to.  1 was  sitting  outside  of  the  cabin 
door,  on  a match  tub.  Captain  Heath  passed  me 
, and  went  into  the  cabin.  I heard  captain  Perry  say 
to  captain  Heath,  how  dare  you,  sir,  have  the  assur- 
ance to  write  me  such  a letter.  Captain  Heath  re- 
plied to  him  and  I he;ird  him  use  the  word  feelings. 
Captain  Perry  said,  if  you  repeat  that  again,  I will 
knock  you  down.  He  called  for  his  sword,  and 
for  the  officer  of  marines,  to  take  captain  Heath 
and  put  him  in  irons.  Lieutenant  Howie  appear- 
ed, and  led  captain  Heath  by  the  arm  out  of  the 
cabin,  and  took  him  to  liis  state  room.  Lieutenant 
Howie  returned,  and  enquired  of  captain  Perry  if 
he  should  put  captain  Heath  in  ijons;  he  told  him 
no,  but  to  put  him  in  Ids  state  room,  under  charge 
of  a sentry.  1 had  a sentry  in  waiting’,  and  when 
lieutenant  Howde  returned,  1 was  ordered  by  him  to 
withdraw  him,  which  order  T obeyed.  I 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  thing  disrespectful,  | 
insolent  or  contemptuous  in  my  conduct  towards! 
captain  Perry,  that  evening?  1 

Answer.  I was  not  present  during  their  conver-1 
salion,  and  captain  Me.alh  spoke  so  low,  that  1 
could  not  understand  what  be  said. 


Witness  questioned  by  the  court. 

Question.  Where  did  this  conversation  take 
place;  in  the  forward  or  after  cabin? 

Answer.  In  the  forward  cabin. 

Question.  How  long  was  captain  Heath  in  the 
cabin? 

Answer.  About  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 

Question.  Was  the  door  open  on  shut? 

Answer.  The  door  was  on  a jar,  it  wanted  two 
or  three  inches  of  being  shut. 

Question.  Did  captain  Perry  call  for  Ids  sword 
before  Mr.  Howie  came  in,  or  was  it  after? 

Answer.  Before  Mr.  Howie  came  in. 

The  witness  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

John  Coleman  examined  as  follows,  by  the  pris- 
oner: 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  tiling  that  took  place 
in  the  cabin  of  the  frigate  Java,  between  captain 
Perry  and  myself,  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of 
September  last? 

Answer.  I remember  captain  Perry  sending  for 
captain  Heath.  After  captain  lieath  came  in»o  t!ie 
cabin,  I heard  captain  Perry  call  for  his  sword. 

I did  not  know  what  it  was  for,  at  that  time.  Then 
he  called  for  the  marine  officer,  as  far  as  I could 
understand,  to  put  captain  Heath  in  double  ifon.s. 
Then  lieutenant  Howell  (Howie)  led  captain  Heath 
out  of  the  cabin  door.  Lieutenant  Howell  stepped 
back,  and  asked  captain  Perry  if  he  should  put 
captain  Heath  in  iroi*.  Captain  Perry  said  no:  put 
him  in  his  room,  and  place  a sentry  over  him. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  thing  disrespectful, 
insolent,  or  contemptuous  in  my  conduct  towards 
captain  Perry  that  evening? 

Answer.  No;  I did  not. 

Witness  questioned  by  the  court. 

Question.  Was  the  cabin  door  shut  or  open? 

Answer.  The  cabin  door  was  nearly  shut. 

Question  Are  you  sure  it  was  double  irons.’’ 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  Did  you  distinctly  hear  captain  Perry 
order  captain  Heath  in  irons? 

Answer.  I heard  captain  Perr}’- order  some  per- 
son put  in  irons.  I did  v.ot  know  who  it  was  at 
that  time. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  captain  Heath 
said  to  captain  Perry,  to  cause  his  being  ordered 
in  irons. 

Answer.  No;  I did  not. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  ship  were  you 
when  this  took  place? 

Answer.  I was  on  post,  at  the  cabin  door. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  person  in  the 
cabin  besides  captain  Perry  and  captain  Heath,  at 
the  time  you  heard  somebody  ordered  to  be  put  in 
irons? 

Answer.  Tliere  was  another  person  besides:  he 
came  on  board  with  the  captain,  that  night. 

The  witness  withdrew. 

FiVidence  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  closed. 

The  court  adjourned,  to  rpeet  on  Thursday 
morning,  10  o’clock. 

Thursday  morning,  January  2,  1817. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pre- 
sent, the  presluent,  members,  and  judge  advocate. 

Captain  Perry  being  called  upon  to  give  his  evi- 
dence in  the  case,  addressed  the  court  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport: 

Permit  me,  gentlemen  of  tlie  court,  before  I 
commence  my  testimony,  to  observe,  that  I have 
1 been  upwards  of  eighteen  years  in  the  service,  and 
ithis  is  the  first  time  1 have  ever  stood  before  a 
I court  martial  as  a prosecutor,  and  captain  Heath 
U’s  the  first  marine  officsr  wjUi  whom  I ever  had 
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any  difficulty.  Amongst  that  class  of  officers  there 
are  many,  who,  from  a long  acquaintance,  I enter- 
tain a sincere  respect  for,  and  it  is  with  extreme 
regret  that  I have  been  compelled  to  bring  charges 
against  one  of  the  corps.  How  much  I have  look- 
ed oyer  in  the  conduct  of  captain  Heath,  he  well 
knows.  Whenever  he  has  acted  improperly,  he 
has  only  received  friendly  admonitioti,  and  until 
the  evening  of  the  18th  of  September,  respectful 
and  kind  treatment. 

Captain  Perry  was  then  duly  sworn,  and  stated 
as  follows:  On  standing  into  the  bay  of  Naples,  at 

time  referred  to,  h\  the  charge,  I observed  a 
marine  come  on  the  quarter  deck,  in  a very  dirty 
(condition,  although  an  order  had  been  issued  be- 
fore, that  every  person  should  be  particularly  clean 
in  their  dress.  I sent  for  captain  Heath  or  called 
to  'nm,  I do  not  recollect  which,  and  pointed  lo  the 
marine;  captain  Heath  approached  ine  in  a manner 
which  I thought  indecorus,  and  unbecoming.  I 
told  him,  that  a man  in  the  dress  and  condition  of 
tiie  marine,  was  a disgrace  to  the  ship,  and  I be- 
lieve I said  to  the  corps.  He  replied,  he  had  re- 
ported a want  of  clothing,  and  if  the  marines  were 
not  clean,  he  could  not  help  it.  I then  told  him  if 
he  could  not,  I would  find  some  one  that  wotild. 
I leant  over  the  hammock  cloths,  to  suppress  the 
feelings  occisionecl  by  the  conduct  of  captain 
Heath,  On  captain  Heath  sending  me  the  letter 
which  is  now  oefore  the  court,  and  of  wliich,  Icom- 
pl  ii.  , I -sent  for  him  to  come  into  the  after  cabin;  I 
mere  y asked  him  the  occasion  of  his  sending  me 
such  a letter.  11?  a sumed  at  once  a manner  which 
was  irri  ating,  in  the  highest  degree,  both  in  person 
and  in  looks,  shaking  his  hekd  at  me;  this  had  the 
cffict  which  might  have  been  expected,  and  I ex- 
pressed my  indignation  in  warm  terms.  After 
some  further  conversation,  I ordered  him  to  be  si- 
lent, and  se^it  for  the  second  marine  officer.  Cap- 
lain  Heath  paid  no  attention  to  my  orders.  Previ 
DU3  to  this  I asked  him  if  he  was  aware  to  whom 
he  was  speaking,  and  where  he  was.  He  replied, 
in  an  insulting  tone,  and  throwing  himself  back, 
with  a contemptuous  smile,  said  he  presumed  be 
was  speaking  to  captain  Periy,and  was  in  the  Java’s 
cabin,  or  words  to  that  effect.  I arrested,  and 
repeatedly  ordered  him  to  be  silent.  He  continu- 
ed to  reply  until  he  was  taken  out  of  the  cabin,  and 
all  my  efforts  to  make  him  keep  silence,  were  inef- 
fectual. 

When  the  marines  jumped  overboard  and  after 
I had  got  on  deck,  I asked  for  captain  Heath;  to 
ray  surprise  he  was  not  on  deck.  I was  told  he 
was  sick;  it  was  the  first  lime  1 had  heard  of  his 
being  so.  I enquired  repeatedly  the  nature  of  his 
indisposition.  No  one  could  tell.  I then  ordered 
him  on  deck.  When  he  made  his  appearance  there, 
he  said  nothing  about  his  indisposition;  nor  did 
1 find  hjs  name  on  the  sick  report  of  the  surgeon 
the  next  day;  neither  have  I heard  since,  that  lie 
re^ll)'  was  indisposed.  I directed  him  to  muster 
the  marines.  After  a lapse  of  some  time,  being 
extremely  anxious  to  know  the  number  of  men 
who  had  deserted,  I sent  for  him,  and  demanded 
why  lie  was  so  dilatoryj  he  replied,  the  marines 
were  mustered;  I asked  why  he  had  not  reported; 
he  s^id  he  did  npt  yet  know  how  many  were  gone. 
After  some  further  delay,.  I at  length  obtained  a 
report;  not  however  in  the  siiort  time  stated  by  lieu- 
tenant Howl.e.  It  was  IVom  fif  een  to  twenty  minutes, 
at  least,  after  1 got  on  deck,  and  after  I had  given 
the  order  to  muster  the  mrirines,  that  I obtained 
the  report;  a length  of  time  which  I deemed  alto- 
gether unnecesii^ry. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  letter  referred  to 
in  the  foregoing  testimony: 

U.  S.  frigate  Java,  JMvssinu,  Idth  Sept.  181C. 

Sin— On  tlie  evening  of  the  16th  instant,  1 was 
ordered  below  by  you  from  the  quarter  deck  of  this 
ship,  with  these  words,  or  to  thi.s  effect:  “I  have  no 
further  use  for  your  services  on  board  this  ship.” 

I have  waited  until  this  moment  to  know  why  1 
have  been  thus  treated,  and,  being  ignorant  of  the 
cause,  request  my  arrest  and  charges. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  HE.\TH,  capt.  marines, 
Capt.  0.  H.  Perry^  commanding  V.  S F Java. 

Capt.  Perry  questioned  by  the  court. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  forward  or  after  cabin 
that  this  conversation  with  captain  Heath  took 
place? 

Ans-wer.  A part  in  tlie  forward  and  a part  in  the 
after  cabin. 

Question.  When  captain  Heath  replied  that  he 
was  speaking  to  captain  Perry,  See.  &c.  did  he 
smile? 

Anstver.  Yes.  He  had  a sardonic  grin  on  his  face 
and  a contemptuous  look. 

Question.  Was  any  other  person  in  the  cabin  at 
the  time? 

Answer.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  consul  at  Tunis,  Was 
present.  He  is  a very  material  witness  in  the  case, 
and  I regret  very  much  that  I cannot  have  the  be- 
nefit of  his  te.stimony. 

The  witness  questioned  by  the  prisoner. 

Question.  Wliat  were  the  precise  words  which  I 
used  in  reply  to  you  relative  to  the  dirty  appear- 
ance of  the  marine  alluded  to  in  the  first  specifi- 
cation of  the  first  charge,  and  which  you  say  was 
insolent,  disrespectful  and  contemptuous. 

Answer.  I do  not  recollect  the  precise  words. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  arrest  or  suspend  me 
at  the  lime,  conceiving,  as  you  did,  that  my  con- 
duct merited  it? 

Captain  Perry  objected  answering  this  question 
and  submitted  it  to  the  court.  The  court  was  then 
cleared,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  question  was 
an  improper  one,  and  the  witness  not  bound  to 
answer  it.  The  parties  were  then  admitted,  and  the 
determination  of  the  court  made  known.  Captain 
Perry  explained  that  he  only  objected  to  the  ques- 
tion from  a sense  of  its  inutility  in  the  case.  He 
would  now,  however,  give  a voluntary  answer  to 
the  question,  in  order  to  remove  any  impressions, 
if  such  there  were,  that  he  was  influence^  by  any 
other  motive  than  that  whicli  he  had  already  stated. 
He  gave  the  following  answer:  “That  it  was  from 
a reluctance  to  suspend  or  arrest  any  officer  when 
there  was  a possibility  to  avoid  it.”  The  prisoner 
prayed  the  court  to  record  the  proceedings  in  this 
case,  liicli  the  court  hereby  grant. 

Question.  Did  you  not,  qn  the  quarter-deck  of  this 
ship,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  September,  when 
I came  to  you  by  your  orders,  tell  me  I had  been 
sent  for  several  times,  and  that  I had  sent  you  word 
1 was  sick,  and  did  I not,  on  that  occasion,  reply 
to  you  that  I was  unwell,  and  had  been  so  all  day? 

Ansxver.  1 have  no  recollection  of  your  telling  me 
you  were  sick. 

Question.  Did  not  lieut.  Howie  inform  you  before 
I came  on  deck,  that  1 was  unwell? 

Ansxver.  He  did  so. 

Question.  Was  not  lieut.  Howie  attending  to 
sending  up  from  below  and  mustering  the  marines 
when  you  sent  for  me  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of 
September? 

Ansxver.  I believe  he  was,  I directed  him  so  to  do 

(Question.  What  reason  have  you  to  suppose  tba 
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my  complaint  of  indisposition,  on  being  sent  for 
from  deck,  was  a subterfuge  or  an  excuse  to  evade 
my  duty? 

Anstver.  I supposed  that  an  active  officer,  on  such 
an  occasion,  even  if  he  Was  a little  indisposed,ought 
to  have  come  on  deck. 

Qnestim.  Have  you  any  reason  to  question  my 
veracity? 

I must  have  had  some  reason  from  the 
the  circumstance  of  your  not  appearing  on  the  sick 
list.  This  is  the  universal  custom  of  t!ie  service 
and  of  this  ship,  and  I am  entitled  to  tlie  services 
of  all  my  men  and  officers  who  are  not  so  reported 

Question.  Would  it  have  been  proper  for  me  to 
have  ordered  a boat  and  sent  officers  and  men  in 
pursuit  of  the  deserters  without  your  orders? 

Ansioer.  Certainly  not.  You  must  first  obtain  per- 
mission from  myself  or  from  the  executive  officer. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  not  jirevent  my  taking  any 
further  steps  than  I did  to  secure  the  deserters,  by 
telling  me  you  had  no  further  use  for  my  services 
on  ijoard,  and  ordering  me  below? 

Ans~oer  Certainly.  You  were  suspended  and  sent 
below,  and  could  not,  of  course,  take  any  further 
steps. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  to  be  understood 
by  the  words  in  the  third  specification  of  the  first 
charge — “why  he,  (captain  Heath)  took  such  a time 
to  write  to  me  a letter  of  that  kind?” 

Answer.  What  I meant  by  that  was  your  sending 
me  the  letter  at  night.  I think  it  was  about  eleven 
o’clock.  This,  I consider,  a very  improper  time  to 
be  addressed  on  business  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Do  you  know  at  what  time  I sent  you 
tliis  letter? 

Answer.  I found  the  letter  in  my  cabin,  on  my 
table,  when  I returned  on  board.  I had  left  the  ship 
about  an  hour  before. 

Question.  What  do  you  perceive  in  the  letter  I 
addressed  to  you,  requesting  an  investigation  of  my 
conduct,  to  be  either  improper  or  reprehensible? 

Answer.  I have  already  expressed  my  entire  dls- 
approbitiou  of  the  letter.  It  is  before  the  court, 
for  them  to  judge  of. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  ever.-  officer, 
when  laboring  under  a suspension  from  duty,  and 
conscious  himself  that  he  is  injured,  has  a right  to 
request  an  investigation  of  his  conduct? 

Answer.  At  a suitable  lime. 

Question.  What  was  the  language  you  addressed 
to  me  on  approaching  you  in  your  cabin,  on  the 
night  of  the  18th  of  September? 

Answer.  I addressed  myself  to  you  with  some 
degree  of  warmth,  but  respectfully.  I enquired 
why  you  chose  such  a time  to  write  me  a letter  of 
that  description. 

Captain  Perry  not  being  bound  to  answer  the  fore- 
going question,  the  reply  which  he  has  given  to  it 
is  a voluntary  one,  and  the  court  direct  that  it  shall 
be  so  noted. 

Question..  After  you  .spoke  to  me  concerning  the 
letter  I wrote  to  you  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of 
September,  did  I not  reply  to  you  in  this  manner, 
or  to  this  effect;  that  I wa.s  very  sorry  you  had 
construed  the  letter  into  insolence,  as  it  was  very 
far  from  my  intention  to  insult  you,  my  object  be- 
ing to  obtain  arrest  and  charges? 

Answer.  At  some  period  of  the  conversation  you 
assured  me  it  was  not  your  intention  to  insult  me, 
but  your  conduct  was  so  much  at  variance  with  your 
assurances,  that  I paid  no  attention  to  them. 

Question.  On  finding  you  mucii  irritated  in  your 
cabin,  on  the  evening  referred  to,  did  I not  attempt  j 
to  leave  the  cabin,  when  you  ordered  me  to  remain?  | 


Answer.  Yes:  he  did  so,  but  I told  him  to  remain 
that  I was  not  yet  done  with  liim.  I then  sent  fir 
the  second  marine  officer,  and  arrested  cHpt.iin 
Heath. 

Question.  Did  I not  report  to  you  on  the  evening 
of  the  16th  of  September,  the  marines  who  were 
absent,  and  was  not  my  report  made  in  a very  re- 
spectful aud  explicit  manner? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Tlie  evidence  for  and  against  tlie  prosecution 
bei:ig  here  closed,  captain  Heath  moved  tlie  court 
to  allow  liim  until  Saturd.oy,  morning,  11  o’clock, 
t©  prepare  his  defence,  which  was  granted  accord- 
ingly. 

The  court  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, 11  o’clock. 

Fndny  morning,  January  3,  1817. 

The  court  met  and  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Satur- 
day morning,  11  o’clock. 

Saturday  morning,  January  A-,  1817- 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pre- 
sent, the  president,  members,  and  judge  advocate. 
Captain  Heath  appeared  in  court,  ami  being  called 
upon,  addressed  the  court,  a copy  of  which  address 
is  hereunto  annexed. 

Tlie  court  was  then  ordered  to  be  cleared,  and 
the  wliole  of  the  evidence  read  over  by  the  judge 
advocate,  and  the  follo;vl!ig  sentence  pronouuceJ. 

SKNTKNCE. 

The  court,  after  mature  deliberation  on  the  te.s- 
tlmony  adduced,  and  having  weighed  and  consider- 
ed the  whole  matter,  together  with  what  the  pri- 
soner bad  to  offer  in  his  defence,  agree  that  the 
charges  are  in  part  proven.  The  court  doth,  in 
conformity  thereto,  find  tlie  prisoner  guilty  of  the 
first  charge,  and  guilty  of  the  first  .and  third  spe- 
cification of  said  charge.  The  court  also  find  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  the  second  specification  of  the 
first  charge,  so  far  as  it  accuses  the  prisoner  with 
writing  and  sending  the  letter,  but  acquit  him  of 
using  language  therein  highly  improper  to  be  used 
to  his  commanding  officer. 

The  court  acquit  the  prisoner  of  the  second 
charge,  and  of  all  the  specifications  annexed  there- 
to, and  find  him  guilty  of  the  third  charge,  and  the 
specification  to  said  charge.  The  court  doih,  there- 
fore, from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  adjudge 
the  prisoner  to  receive  a private  reprimand  from 
the  president  of  the  court,  and  he  is  hereby  sen- 
tenced accordingly. 

(Signed)  JOHxV  SHAW,  President. 

WILLIAM  CR^NF, 

JOHN  ORDE  CREIGHTON, 

JOHN  DOWNES, 

JOHN  HALL, 

GEORGE  W.  RODGERS, 

THOMAS  GAM  RLE, 

H.  M.  BRECREN  RIDGE,  capt.  M.  €, 
WILLI  A. VI  HALL. 

R.  S.  KiiAUNEr,  J.  A. 
United  States*  ship  Washington, 

Port  Mahon,  lOth  .Tanuary,  1817. 

(Approved.) 

(Signed)  I.  CHAUNCEY, 

Commodore  and  commander  in  chief. 

Mr  President  and  members  of  this  honorable  court, 

I little  expected,  on  leaving  my  native  country, 
that  T should  be  arraigned  before  a public  tribunal. 
Rut  it  appeu’s  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be  thus 
conspicuous.  ’ I will  not  waste  the  time  of  this 

I court  in  needless  declamation  or  unnecess  u-v  di- 
gressions; but  shall  aim  at  the  vindicati.n  of  my 
character  and  conduct;  to  rescue  which,  from  tlie 
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imputation  of  a charge,  I submit  to  your  conside- 
ration a few  remarks. 

I shall  proceed  to  notice  the  first  specification 
to  the  first  charge,  of  disrespectful,  insolent  and 
contemptuous  conduct.  It  appears,  from  the  evi- 
dence which  the  witness  has  stated  in  this  case  to 
the  court,  that  he  thought  my  conduct  disrespect 
ful  to  captain  Perry;  yet  it  also  appears,  whenques 
tioned  by  rae,  that  he  does  not  believe  I intend- 
ed any  disrespect  to  captain  Perry.  My  manner 
of  disrespect  is  also  described  by  having  my  baton 
one  side  of  my  hea  1,  and  my  hands  in  my  pockets. 
It  really  did  not  occur  to  me  before,  th.at  being 
in  this  particular  situation  (us  described  by  the 
witness)  was  intended  to  convey  disrespect,  or 
considered  as  a mark  of  insolence  or  contempt;  if 
so,  I have  been  frequently  guilty  of  the  same 
thing  I have  frequently,  Mr.  President,  been 
in  such  a situation,  and  without  a knowledge  of  it 
at  the  time:  yet  the  witness  does  not  inform  this 
court,  that  as  soon  as  I Was  called  by  captain  Per- 
ry, that  I placed  my  hat  and  my  hands  in  the  situ- 
ation he  described:  my  manner  of  approaching  cap- 
tain Perry,  too,  is  not  unnoticed:  it  is  represented 
as  i)eing  in  a kind  of  swagger.  I confess,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, I have  not  the  advantage  of  some  men,  as 
regards  the  attitude  of  walking.  It  may  be  also 
true,  that  I am  not  remarkable  for  walking  in  a 
handsome  manner;  I have  probably  not  paid  that 
attention  to  this  particular  as  others  have.  Every 
circumstance  which  the  witness  has  stated,  may 
have  occurred,  and  yet  by  no  means  intended  as 
disrespect:,  insolence  or  contempt  to  captain  Perry. 
As  I have  before  observed,  the  witness  has  stated 
to  the  court,  that  when  questioned  by  me  as  to  the 
circumstance,  he  did  not  believe  I intended  any 
disrespect  to  captain  Perry,  yet  he  observes,  he 
was  bound  to  believe  me,  from  me  solemnly  assert- 
ing that  I did  not.  I do  not  recollect  of  ever  pledg- 


dcnce  ofthe  witness  is  however  before  this  honor 
able  court,  and  they  will  judge  how  far  it  will  af 
feet  me. 

I have  a faint  recollection  of  the  circumstances, 
as  the  first  specification  states  to  have  occurred  on 
tlie  22d  July.  I remember,  however,  captain  Per- 
ry’s calling  or  sending  for  me  on  the  quarter  deck, 
and  pointing  out  to  me  a marine  who  was  badly  at- 
tired. I confess,  I was  much  mortified  to  see  the 
situation  of  the  marine,  particularly  as  I had  al- 
ways endeavored  to  make  the  detachment  appear 
as  respectable  as  possible.  I mentioned  to  captain 
Perry  the  situation  of  the  guard  as  respected  clotli- 
ing,  that  I had  addressed  him  before  on  the  same 
subject,  and  could  not  help  it,  or  words  to  that  ef- 
fect. I observed  this,  I thought,  to  captain  Perry, 
in  my  usual  manner  when  I addressed  him,  which 
I have  ever  deemed  respectful  and  polite. 

Captain  Perry,  from  his  manner,  was  evidently 
much  incensed,  but  1 presumed  it  was  more  at  the 
appearance  of  the  marine,  than  any  thing  else;  for 
I can  assure  this  honorable  court,  that  so  far  from 
intending  to  treat  captain  Perry  with  disrespect  on 
the  occasion,  I was  astonished  to  find  it  a charge 
against  me. 

Captain  Perry  has  been  pleased  to  state  to  this 
court,  in  answer  to  my  question,  “why  he  did  not 
arrest  or  suspend  me  at  the  time,”  that  it  was  from 
an  indisposition  to  arrest  or  suspend  any  officer 
where  there  was  a probabiii.y  to  avoid  it.  Does  it 
not  appear  then,  that  captain  Perry  overlooked  my 
conduct  on  that  day.?  It  was  passed  over.  I was 
punishedj  inasmuch  as  I received  a reprimand. — 


Wliy  tJien,  let  me  ask  this  honorable  court,  is  this 
circumstance  produced  against  me  as  a charge, 
under  the  arrest  of  the  I8ih  September.?  I beg 
that  ihe  court  will  take  this  under  their  serious 
consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  second  specification  of  the 
first  charge,  I have  to  Kibserve,  that  the  letter,  as 
therein  expressexl  to  be  written,  has  been  produced 
to  this  court,  and  will  be  left  to  its  wise  .’etermi- 
nation  to  judge  how  far  it  may  be  deemed  insolent 
and  disrespectful.  But  I hope  this  court  will  take 
into  consideration  the  circumstances  unde-  which 
it  was  written.  I was  ordered  below  on  the  16th 
September  without  knowing  the  cause.  I remain- 
ed below  for  two  days,  under  feelings  the  most 
mortifying — I felt  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  ind  ig- 
nity  which  I conceived  In  the  manner  attached  in 
sending  me  below.  The  wise  and  salutary  laws  of 
our  country  provide  for  the  punishment  of  offen- 
ders in  any  situation,  and  also  afford  redress  to 
the  injured.  Had  I neglected  my  duty,  or  acted 
in  any  manner  unbecoming  the  officer  and  gentle- 
man, I will  ask  this  honorable  court  if  the  proper 
mode  of  proceeding  was  not  by  a court  martial. 

Under  those  feelings  of  mortification,  which  I 
have  alre.ady  observed  to  the  court,  I wrote  the  let- 
ter which  is  stated  in  the  second  specification  of 
the  first  charge. 

The  third  specification  I shall  duly  notice.  We 
come  now  to  the  charge  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  its 
several  specifications.  I am  charged,  in  the  first 
instance,  with  having  screened  myself  from  duty 
on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  September,  under  the 
subterfuge  of  being  sick.  As  this  charge,  it  appears, 
has  attracted  no  little  attention  of  the  court,  it  may 
not  be  amiss  to  dwell  a little  on  it.  1 am  accused 
of  resorting  to  the  subterfuge  of  sickness,  in  order 
to  evade  the  exercise  of  my  duty.  In  the  first  place 
I shall  observe,  that  in  the  numerous  catalogue  of 
diseases  by  which  we  are  occasionally  afflicted, 
many  often  occur  where  it  is  entirely  impossible 
for  the  most  sagacious  physician  to  detect  the  na- 
ture and  extent,  by  any  external  signs.  They  may 
elude  the  most  subtle  tact  of  medical  art.  For  the 
truth  of  this  fact  I appeal  to  the  testimonyof  all  me- 
dical men.  These  cases,  of  indisposition,  too,  may  be 
so  sudden  and  severe,  asto  disqualify  us  immediately 
for  the  exercise  of  duty.  But  it  is  asserted  that  the 
commanding  officer  is  not  bound  to  believe  any  man 
unfit  for  duty  until  he  is  reported  so  by  the  sur- 
geon. But  is  the  surgeon  bound  to  report  every  case 
of  sickness,  immediately  on  his  knowledge  of  it, 
without  an  order  to  this  effect  from  the  captain? 
This  will  not  be  found  to  be  the  case,  in  any  of  the 
existing  customs  or  regulations  of  the  navy.  The 
surgeon  is  ordered  to  make  his  report  of  sick  at 
certain  specified  times,  and  never  recurs  to  his 
commanding  officer  to  inform  him  of  every  indivi- 
dual case,  immediately  as  it  may  happen  to  be  pre- 
sented to  him.  It  follows  then  from  the  above 
facts,  that  in  the  case  of  sickness,  the  testimony 
of  the  sick  man  must  ultimately  be  admitted  as 
complete  and  sufficient  evidence  for  its  existence 
that  the  report  of  such  indisposition  is  always  re- 
gulated by  order  of  the  captain  himself.  If  then, 
the  circumstance  of  sickness  be  received  as  a sa- 
tisfactory plea  for  incapacity  of  duty,  the  charge 
here  exhibited  in  this  specification,  even  if  exa- 
mined by  the  most  rigid  mode  of  reasoning,  in  such, 
cases,  is  entirely  invalidated.  But  I trust  I am  not 
here  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  appealing  before 
this  court,  to  the  rigid  decrees  of  law,  even  sup- 
posing that  they  did  not  in  this  instance,  operate 
in  my  favor.  No,  I feel  conscious  of  bearing  such 
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a reputation  amon^  my  fellow  men,  as  to  defy  the 
malicious  attacks  of  any  one.  1 trust  it  will  ap- 
pear to  this  honorable  court,  that  the  evidence  is 
perfectly  satisfactory  in  my  behalf. 

As  to  the  second  and  third  specifications  under 
the  charge  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  unofficer-like 
conduct,  I shall  pass  them  unnoticed.  The  evi- 
dence relative  to  those  specifications,  is  before  this 
court,  which  will  judge  how  far  my  conduct  is  re- 
prehensible. 

The  last  charge  of  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
the  third  specification  of  the  first  charge,  present 
themselves  to  view.  My  prosecutor  has  stated  to 
this  honorable  court,  that  when  I approached  him 
in  his  cabi’i,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  Septem- 
ber, that  1 assumed  at  once  a maimer  vvhicli  was 
irritating  in  the  highest  degree.  He  does  not  in- 
form this  court  the  language  I received  on  ap- 
proaching him  in  his  cabin.  Suppose  we  admit  for 
a moment,  that  Udid  assume  such  a manner,  (but 
which  1 do  not  admit)  is  there  a being  in  existence, 
possessing  nice  and  honorable  feelings,  could  tame 
ly  submit  to  be  abused  with  impunity?  On  ap- 
proaching captain  Perry,  I received  harsh  and  im- 
proper language,  I felt  conscious  that  I did  not 
deserve  such  treatment;  I was  thunderstruck  for  a 
moment;  I was  at  a loss  to  know  whether  the  scene 
before  me  was  re.al  or  imaginary.  I found  captain 
Perry  much  irritated;  1 used  gentle  language  to 
appease  him;  I found  my  efforts  ineffectual;  I in- 
formed captain  Perry  I possessed  the  feelings  of  a 
gentleman,  held  a commission  as  well  as  himself 
and  should  have  redress  for  such  langr«^.t?^-  1 
temp  ted  to  leave  the  rabin,  but  was  ordered  to 
remain.  Figure  to  yourselves,  Mr,  president,  and 
members  of  this  court,  my  peculiar  situation  on 
that  evening.  I was  arraigned  before  my  com- 
manding officer  In  his  cabin;  1 received  harsh  and 
irritative  language;  I was  ordered  to  be  silent,  and 
not  to  leave  the  cabin.  Is  it  possible  that  my  feel- 
ings could  have  been  restrained  on  the  occasion? 
My  indignation  was,  no  doubt,  expressed  in  my 
countenance.  I might  have  assumed  a deportment 
observed  to  this  honorable  court,  by  my  prosecu- 
tor; but  was  it  without  cause?  Show  me  the  being 
in  existence,  who  regards  his  honor  and  reputation, 
who  would  have  acted  with  less  appearance  of  re- 
sentment. A wanton  and  outrageous  attack  is 
made  on  me,  and  I am  debarred  by  the  exertion 
of  an  arbitrary  power,  the  privilege  of  self-defence, 
which  is  guaranteed  to  us  all  by  the  laws  of  God. 
My  character,  which  is  dearer  to  me  than  life,  as- 
saulted, and  every  weapon  of  defence  interdicted. 
Can  this  be  suffered?  Nature  herself  revolts  at  it; 
she  will  not  endure  that  all  the  finest  and  noblest 
feelings,  the  sublimest  portion  of  her  ethereal 
spirit  be  thus  rudely  violated.  The  ground  of 
honor  is  consecrated,  it  is  impaled  by  barriers 
which  the  hand  of  tyranny  must  not  invade. 

Mr.  president,  I am  about  to  submit  my  cause  to 
this  honorable  court.  A few  words  and  I have 
done.  My  replication  to  the  charges  and  specifi- 
cations in  question,  has  been  drawn  up  in  a hurry. 
I have  not  replied  to  tliem  as  I could  wish,  but  my 
sentiments  are  conveyed.  It  ^ sufficient.  From 
the  evidence  which  has  been  adduced  before  this 
court,  I trust  it  will  appear  that  I am  not  guilty 
of  any  one  charge  or  specification  alleged  against 
me.  If  my  manner  has  been  construed  into  con- 
tempt, and  my  words  misrepresented,  I regret  it, 
because  such  was  not  intended;  and  it  has  already 
been  stated  to  this  court,  that  it  is  believed  I never 
intended  any  disrepeetto  captain  Perry. 


Whatever,  then,  may  be  the  determination  of 
this  court  from  the  proud  consciou.sness  of  my  in- 
nocence, I filiall  derive  consolation. 

(Signed)  JOHN  IIFATH, 

Cdptain  .yTarinec. 


Increase  of  tlie  Navy. 

OFFICIAL  RLl’OR'F, 

Cmmissionei  s*  Office^  Junuary  20,  1818. 

Sin — The  board  of  navy  commissioners  have 
been  honored  with  your  communication  of  the  9lh 
instant,  enclosing  a copy  of  a resolution  of  the  ho- 
norable the  senate,  ancl  requiring  of  them  all  the 
information  within  their  knowledge,  in  relation  to 
the  objects  of  that  resolution. 

In  obedience  to  this  call,  they  make  the  follow- 
ing report,  and  accompany  it  with  a detailed  state- 
ment, marked  A,  which  they  trust  will  be  found  to 
meet  fully  your  views  of  the  information  required. 

Of  the  proceedings  which  have  been  had  under 
the  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  the 
exhibit  will  show: 

That  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the 
live  oak  frames,  cut  to  moulds,  of  eight  line  of  ^ 
battle  ships,  and  eight  frigates;  that  the  frame  of  * 
one  line  of  battle  sliip  and  one  frigate,  is  now  cut- 
ting from  Blackbeard  Island,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  board,  from  timber  belonging  to  the 
United  States;  that  one  line  of  battle  ship  is  now 
building  from  promiscuous  timber,  collected  at 
tills  navy  yard,  and  that  there  is  also  promiscuous 
live  oak  for  framing  a frigate,  collected  and  col- 
lecting at  this  yard,  which  make  the  frames  often 
line  of  battle  ships  and  ten  frigates. 

Of  the  contracts,  however,  it  has  been  ascertain- 
ed that  one  which  embraced  the  quantity  of  live 
oak  required  for  the  frames  of  one  line  of  battle 
sliip  and  two  frigates,  will  not  be  executed;  and 
doubts  are  entertained  whether  another  of  the  con- 
tracts, which  is  for  the  frames  of  two  ships  of  the 
line  and  two  frigates,  will  be  executed.  Hence  the 
commissioners  can  only  state,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  that  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
frames  of  seven  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates. 

Of  the  copper  arul  lead  required  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  ships  authorized,  when  the  quantity 
contracted  for  shall  be  delivered,  (and  nearly  all 
has  been  delivered,)  we  shall  have  a sufficiency  for 
all  the  ships  of  the  line  authorized  and  for  ten  fri- 
gates. 

Of  white  o.ak  and  pine,  it  will  be  perceived  that 
we  have  contracted  for,  and  otherwise  provided,  as 
follows: 

A sufficient  quantity  of  oak  plank  for  seven  ships 
of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and  nearly  all  the  pine 
plank  required  for  seven  ships  of  the  line  and  four 
frigates. 

Beams  for  five  ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates. 
Ledges,  long  combings,  and  ranging  limber  for 
seven  ships  of  the  line  and  five  frigates. 

Knees  for  six  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates 

Mast  stuff  for  three  ships  of  the  line  and  two  fri- 
gates; and  we  have  also  engaged,  and  have  now  de- 
livering, the  keels  and  keelson  pieces  for  five  ships 
of  the  line  and  one  frigate. 

Of  cannon,  carronades,  round  and  grape-shot, 
we  have  contracted  for  the  quantity  required  for 
two  ships  of  the  line. 

Ofiron,  w-e  have  engaged,  and  have  now  on  hand, 
nearly  all  that  is  required  for  four  ships  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  steam  batteries,  autbo- 
[rizedby  the  law  for  the  “gradual  increase  of  the 
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navy,”  the  commissioners  have  engaged  one  steam 
engine  of  one  hundred  horse  power. 

The  commissioners  liave  also  established  an 
anchor  shop  at  this  navy  yard,  where  all  the  anchors 
required  will  be  made.  They  are  also  making  at 
this  yard  iron  cables. 

One  ship  of  the  line  is  ordered  to  be  laid  down 
at  each  of  the  following  navy  yards,  viz: 
Portsmouth,  Boston, 

New-York,  Pliiladelphia, 

Washington,  Norfolk, 

Preparations  are  also  making  in  each  of  these 
yards,  and  materials  to  a considerable  extent  have 
been  collected. 

or  the  ships  ordered  to  be  laid  down,  those  at 
New  York,  Norfolk,  and  Washington,  have  been 
put  on  the  stocks,  and  are  progressing;  those  at 
the  otijer  points  named,  will  be  laid  down  as  soon 
as  circumstances  will  admit. 

The  ships  now  building  under  the  act  for  *‘the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy, ^ are  regular  two-deck 
sliips,  and  unless  guns  be  mounted  on  their  gang- 
way, whicli  is  not  usual,  they  will  mount  the  same 
number  of  guns  with  our  present  seventy-fours. — 
Hitherto  no  ship  having  but  two  decks,  has  rated 
higher  than  an  eighty;  and  ws  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  the  ships  now  building,  are  of  inferior  capaci- 
ty to  some  ships  of  other  nations  having  but  two 
decks. 

The  payment  of  moneys  not  coming  within  the 
province  of  the  board,  they  can  offer  no  affinitive 
information  upon  that  subject.  Upon  this  branch 
of  the  enquiry  they  can  only  afford  information  as 
to  tlie  probable  amount  of  the  contracts  made  by 
them.  As  to  the  payments  made  upon  these  con- 
tracts, and  upon  the  purchases  of  the  respective 
navy  agents,  as  also  the  payments  to  the  superin- 
tendants  of  timber,  moulding,  the  carpenters  and 
laborers  employed  in  procuring  timber,  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  ships,  and  in  the  preparatory  ar- 
rangements in  the  different  navy  yards,  and  for, 
the  transportation  of  timber,  it  is  presumed  that 
the  auditor  of  navy  accounts  can  afford  precise  in- 
fsnvuation. 

On  tlie  subject  of  advances  upon  contracts,  the 
board  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  in  two  instances 
only,  namely,  those  for  cannon,  carronades,  and 
slmt,  have  they  stipulated  to  make  advances.  In 
these  cases  they  agreed  to  depart  from  their  gene- 
ral rule  upon  the  subject,  with  a view  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  ordnance  of  the  navy,  which,  hav- 
ing been  found  extremely  defective,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  make  a series  of  experiments,  which 
subjected  the  contractors  to  considerable  expense. 

The  navy  commissioners  would  here  respectful 
ly  observe,  that  their  attention  has  been  engaged, 
since  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  in  procuring, 
within  the  shortest  period  possible,  the  live  oak 
timber  necessary  in  the  construction  of  the  ships 
a'  th  r zed  by  that  act.  They  found  in  the  outset 
much  difSculty  in  forming  contracts  for  this  arti- 
cle; the  live  oak  growing  only  in  places  remote 
from  our  navy  yards,  and  where  it  can  be  got  o.ut 
only  in  certain  months  in  the  year,  interposed  in- 
surmountable diffcullies  to  its  being  immediately 
procured:  no  contractor  would  engage  to  deliver 
the  frame  of  a frigate  in  less  than  two  seasons. — 
One  cutting  season  only  having  elapsed  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  w'ill  show 
why  a greater  quantity  of  this  timber  has  not  at 
this  time  been  delivered. 

The  commissioners  now  entertain  no  doubt  of 
being  able  to  procure  all  the  live  oak  required  for 
the  ships  authorized,  as  well  as  every  other  mate- 


rial necessary  in  their  construction;  and  if  it  should 
be  the  wish  of  the  executive,  to  launch  them  with- 
in the  period  contemplated  by  the  law,  and  for  the 
sum  appropriated. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JONH  RODGERS. 

President  of  the  navy  board. 
The  hon.  B.  W.  Crowiinskield, 
secretary  of  the  navy. 

0:;j^To  the  foregoing  is  attached  minute  details 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  navy  commissioners.  The 
live  oak  timber  contracted  for,  in  the  whole  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  §462,463  43; — the  copper,  1,608,835 
pounds  §491,922  60; — cannon,  carronades  and 
shot,  §113,496; — oak  and  pine  plank,  beams,  &c. 
&c.  a great  quantity,  estimated  to  cost  §201,878  19; 
— American  canvas  to  cost  §49,700; — lead  and 
iron,  large  quantities.  The  steam  engine,  of  100 
horse  power,  is  contracted  for,  at  §30,000,  exclu- 
sive of  the  boilers. 


Foreign  Articles. 

EUUOVK,  GBNKKALLY. 

The  coasts  of  France,  England,  &c.  were  visited 
with  dreadful  gales  of  wind  in  December.  Lloyd^s 
lists  from  tlie  ninth  to  the  twenty-third  of  that 
month  gives  the  names  of  nearly  200  vessels 
wrecked!  Many  lives  were  lost,  several  of  the  ves- 
sels being  transports. 

ENGLAND,  &.C. 

There  havct>««an  considerable  fluctuations  in  the 
British  stocks — but  consola  were  at  82-  One  of 
the  causes  of  the  fluctuation  is  said  to  be  in  the 
differences  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  whence 
it  would  make  “it  necessaiy  for  England  at  least 
to  go  to  the  expense  of  preparation  in  ordet  to  pre- 
vent a war.” 

The  dreadful  fever  that  we  have  frequently  spok- 
en of  as  raging  in  several  parts  of  Ireland,  instead 
of  affording  a prospept  of  diminution,  appears  to 
be  gaining  a more  extensive  ground.  It  is  consi- 
dered contagious. 

We  lately  noticed  an  account  of  an  immense 
estate  left  to  a youth  in  England,  by  a stranger,  and 
a person  unknown— we  have  also  read  ten  columns 
of  matter,  perhaps,  about  a girl  named  M‘Avoy 
that  pretended  to  see  through  the  ends  of  her  fin- 
gers; and  could,  completely  blindfolded,  tell  the 
hour  by  a watch  on  feeling  the  outside  of  the 
glass! — These  things  are  were  Carabooings. 

FKA?rCE. 

The  French  government  seems  very  anxious  to 
raise  an  army  of  150,000  men  besides  guards,  &c. 
It  is  impossible  that  the  present  generation  can  feel 
easy  under  the  present  yoke,  and  patiently  submit 
to  the  dictates  of  foreigners. 

NETHERLANDS. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  has  failed  in  another 
action  against  a printer  at  Brussels,  for  a libel,  and 
been  condemned  to  pay  all  the  costs  attending 
the  prosecution. 

AirSTRIA. 

The  imperial  family  has  returned  V>  Vienna,  after 
a four  months  tour  through  the  Austrian  states.  A 
match  between  the  crown  prince  of  Aiistria  and  a 
princess  of  Bavaria  is  spoken  of. 

SWEDEN. 

Paper  currency  in  1802,  14  millions— -in  1817, 
30  millions. 

JIUSSTA. 

The  whole  east  and  north  east  part  of  Siberia, 
and  Kamschatka  we.  w infested  with  a great  num- 
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ber  of  bears,  rendered  desperate  for  the  want  of 
food.  Somelinnes  they  had  killed  and  devoured 
each  other,  and  many  were  found  that  had  perish 
ed  with  lm.i,^er.  In  several  settlements  they  had 
killed  between  2 and  300  of  them — they  never 
were  known  to  have  been  so  savage  and  blood- 
thirsty. '1  lie  cause  of  these  things  is  attributed  to 
tlie  want  offish  for  two  years  past  in  the  neighbor- 
ing seas. 

EAST  INniF.S. 

Moderate.  The  M.diratlas  have  been  compelled 
lo  cede  to  the  East  India  company  a territory  pro- 
ducing a revenue  of  a million  and  a half. 

c^rsA. 

The  importation  of  opium,  “dirt  for  smoking,”  is 
prohibited  in  the  “celestial  empire”  of  China. — 
The  merchants  of  Canton  have  given  notice  that 
they  will  not  become  securities  for  any  ships  thai 
bring  if. 

SPANISH  AMERICA. 

Death  of  general  jVlina. — If  any  doubt  has  hereto- 
fore existed  respecting  the  fate  of  the  patriot  ge- 
neral Mina,  the  question  is  now  put  at  rt.*'  by  the 
subjoined  documents,  translated  from  our  late  Spa 
nish  papers,  'fhe  blood-thirsty  myrmidons  of  Fer- 
dinand have  at  length  succeeded  in  destroying  one 
of  the  bravest  and  most  enterprizing  assertors  of 
independence;  and  that  their  “adored  master”  may 
be  w'ell  ausured  of  the  fact,  his  ea:ce//e?icy  the  vice 
roy  has  caused  to  be  published,  minu'e  certificates 
of  all  the  BUTCHERS  engaged  in  the  laudable  wort 
of  murdering  a great  man — a hero — at  wtose  name 
they' of  en  trembled. — Cb^’  t^ston  City  Gazette. 
Translated  for  the  City  Gazette,  from  tlie  Havana! 
Commercial  Daily  Advertiser,  of  the  24th  of  Ja- ' 
nuary,  1818. 

Mexico,  December  15. 
Punishment  of  the  traitor  X AVI  HR  MIJWl. 
Official  report,  by  don  Pacuel  de  Linan,  field 
marshal. 

Most  excellent  sir — I have  the  honor  to  forward 
to  your  excellency,  the  documents  proving  the  ex- 
ecudon,  and  the  inquest  held  by  a person  of  the 
faculty,  on  the  body  of  the  traitor  Xavier  Mina, 
which  took  place  on  the  11th  inst.  pursuant  to  the 
order  issued  by  your  excellency,  on  the  3d,  after 
having  performed  your  instructions  therein  recelv 
ed,  relative  to  drawing  from  him,  answers  to  all  the 
que.Ations  put  by  your  excellency,  and  after  he  re- 
ceived the  Christian  assistance. 

In  conjunction  with  all  the  officers  under  my 
command,  I tender  you  our  sincere  acknowledge- 
ments, for  the  thanks  that  your  excellency  has 
been  pleased  to  give  us,  in  the  name  of  the  king 
our  lord,  for  the  capture  of  the  rebel. 

May  God  preserve  your  excellency  many  years. 

General  orders  on  the  hill  of  Bellaco,  17th  of 
November,  1817.  i 

PASCUEL  DE  LINAN. 

To  tlie  most  excellent  vice  roy,  j 

Don  John  Ruiz  de  Apodaca.  1 

We,  don  Francis  Romeo,  lieut.  colonel,  command- 
ing the  regiment  of  the  line  infantry  of  New-Sjiain; 
don  Joseph  Martin,  commanding  the  1st  American 
battalion;  don  Joseph  PoUedo  Lorenzana,  of  the 
same  rank  and  corps;  as  also,  don  Joaquin  Sanchez 
Jiadajoz,  don  Joseph  Maria  Quintero,  commanding* 
the  1st  battallion  of  ZHragoza;  and  don  Joseph  Fer 
nandez  Cohos,  and  don  Joaquin  Gata,  both  brevet 
captains,  belonging  to  the  line  infantry  regiment 
of  Ferdinand  ATl;~Do  certify,  that  on  the  lltli 
'November  inst.  at  4o’cl‘.>ck,  P.  M.  the  traitor  Xa- 
vifn*Mina,  was  shot  on  the  top  of  tlie  hill  Bellaco, 


where  the  general  quarters  ■ f ihe  division  under 
the  command  of  don  Pascuel  de  Linan,  field  mar- 
shal, are  actually  stationed  in  obedience  to  the  su- 
perior order  of  the  tliird  inst  issued  by  his  e.xcel- 
lency  don  John  Ruiz  De  .\podaca,  viceroy;  and 
having  been  directed  b}  said  order,  lo  wit’iess  the 
performance,  we  did  so;  and  in  order  ili^i  it  may 
so  appear,  we  hereunto  set  our  signatures  at  the 
same  spot  of  Bellaco,  on  Hit  14th  November,  1817. 

Francis  Romeo. 

Joseph  Martin. 

Joseph  Maiia  Quintero  Caetro', 

Joaquin  Sanchez  Hadajoz. 

Joseph  Poledoy  Lorenzana. 

Joseph  Fernandez  y Cohos. 

Joaquin  Guta. 

I,  Don  Manuel  Falcon,  surgeon  of  the  1st  Ame- 
rican batt.alion,  do  certifv,  that  at  6 o’clock  P.  M. 
of  iliis  day,  I was  called  upon  to  inspect  the  corpse 
of  the  traitor  Xavier  Mina,  M'hich  had  been  shot 
two  hours  before;  wherein  I found  a wound  suffi- 
ciently- large  in  the  head,  at  the  occipital  bone, 
which  was  entirely  fractured,  as  the  balls  which 
made  said  breach  went  out  through  the  moutli,  de- 
stroying both  jaws;  also,  another  wound  in  the  shoul- 
der, inflicted  by  ilie  same  weapons,  whereby  the 
breast  was  perforated;  w'hich  wounds  are  recipro* 
cally  mortal,  as  the  corpse  exhibited. 

I declare  this  to  be  the  truth;  certifying  it  at  the 
top  of  Bellaco,  this  iJth  November,  1817. 

.MANUEL  FALCON. 

I,  Don.  .Toseph  Anthony  adjutant  ni.qor 

of  the  1st  American  infantry  regiment,  actually 
charged  with  the  duties  thereof,  it  being  acciden. 
tally  under  the  command  of  Don  John  Rafols,  ser- 
j geant  major;  do  certify,  that  the  signaHire  which 
1 anpears  in  the  preceeding  certificate  is  that  which 
! Don  Manuel  Falcon,  as.sociate  surgeon  to  the  regi- 
! raent,  did  always,  and  does  aciUaliy  write.  And  in 
I order  that  it  may  so  appear  whenever  required,  I 
I sign  these  presents,  widi  the  approbation  of  my 
I commander,  on  the  top  of  Bellaco,  November  17, 
jl817.  JOSEPH  ANTHONY  BENAVIDES. 

I FLORIDA. 

Some  of  the  forces  that  were  under  Aury  bad 
left  Amelia,  on  the  24th  uit.  destination  unknown. 

I The  commodore  still  remained,  but  was  expected 
I soon  to  sail  in  his  brig,  the  Mexican  Congress,  for- 
I merly  the  Calypso,  of  Baltimore.  He  had  been  ar- 
I rested  and  held  to  answer,  by  civil  process,  for 
i several  debts. 

AVe  see  an  article  fiom  a Jamaica  paper  on  the 
' value  of  Florida.  The  attention  of  the  British  go- 
vernment is  invited  to  it  that  the  . Jmericuns  may 
be  prevented  from  forming  a durable  navy — saying 
that  all  the  live  oak  timber  we  had  collected  was 
destroyed  by  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  and  that  we 
have  only  a few  scattered  trees  standing,  “sufficient 
perhaps  to  build  a frigate.”  This  shews  “how  Uie 
I wind  blows.”  We  have  not  a very  great  suppiy  of  live 
oak,  but  the  frames  of  seven  74’s  and  six  frigates 
are  contracted  for,  from  “scattering  trees.” 

I The  Savannah  Republican,  speaking  of  tlie  same 

article,  says— “Our  fleet,  we  know,  is  not  an  emp- 
ty phanLom  that,  hatmis  the  terrified  imagination  of 
John  Bull,  but  a scourge  which  the  Rider  of  all 
' nations  has  created  to  punish  the  t\!ant  and  de- 
[spoiler  of  tlie  seas.  We  are  not  therefore  surprised 
jthat  lie  should  view  its  increase  with  fearful  fbr- 
fbadings  of  the  future  sorrow  it  is  to  occasion  him, 
j and  tliat  he  sli^d  adopt  every  measure  calcubred 
I to  avoid  the  caning  blow.  But  into  tlie  hands  of 
j whomsoever  the  Fioridas  may  fall,  our  navy  will  be 
[ very  little  aifected  by  the  event.  Not  to  speak  ol 
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the  immense  forests  of  live-oak  spread  over  the 
coast  of  Louisiana  and  that  part  of  West  Florida 
in  our  possession,  enough  of  that  valuable  timber 
may  be  obtained  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  to 
build  a sufficient  number  of  American  ships  to 
chase  the  English  fleet  from  the  ocean  and  capture 
it  i\i  the  best  defended  harbors  of  the  British  em- 
pire.” 


CONGRESS. 

The  following  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  wjis  received  on  the  10th  inst. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

As  the  house  appropriated  for  the  president  of 
the  United  States  will  be  finished  this  year,  it  is 
thought  to  merit  the  attention  of  congress  ih  what 
manner  it  should  be  furnished,  and  what  measures 
ought  to  be  adopted  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
furniture  in  future.  All  the  public  furniture  provided 
before  18^4,  having  been  destroyed  with  the  public 
btiilding  in  that  year,  and  little  afterwards  procur- 
ed, owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  appropriation, 
it  has  become  necessary  to  provide  almost  every 
article  requisite  for  such  an  establishment;  whence, 
the  sum  to  be  expended  will  be  mush  greater 
than  at  any  former  period.  The  furniture,  in  its 
kind  and  extent,  is  thought  to  be  an  object  not  less 
deserving  attention  than  the  building  for  which  it 
is  intended.  Both  being  national  objects, 
seem  to  have  an  equal  claim  to  legislative  sanction. 
The  disbursement  of  the  public  money,  too, 
ought,  it  is_^*presumed,  to  be  provided  for  in  like 
manner  be  provided  for  by  law.  The  person  who 
may  happen  to  be  placed  by  the  suffrage  of  his  fel- 
low  citizens,  in  this  high  trust,  having  no  personal 
interest  in  these  concerns,  should  be  exempted 
from  undue  responsibility  respecting  them. 

For  a building  so  extensive,  intended  for  a pur- 
pose exclusively  national,  in  which,  in  the  furniture 
provided  for  it,  a mingled  regard  is  due  to  the 
simplicity  and  purity  of  our  institutions,  and  to  the 
character  of  the  people  who  are  represented  in  it, 
the  sum  already  appropriated  has  proved  altogeth- 
er inadequate.  The  present  is,  therefore,  a pro- 
per time  for  congress  to  take  the  subject  intocon- 
sideratic-;,  with  a view  to  all  the  objects  claiming 
attention,  and  to  regulate  it  by  law.  On  a know- 
ledge of  the  furniture  procured,  and  the  sum  ex 
pended  for  Tt,  a just  estimate  may  be  formed,  re- 
garding the  extent  of  the  building,  of  what  will 
still  be  wanting  to  furnish  tl\e  house.  Many  of  the 
articles  being  of  a durable  nature,  may  be  handed 
down  through  a long  series  of  service;  and  being 
of  great  value,  such  as  plate,  ought  not  to  be  left 
altogether,  and  at  all  times,  to  the  care  of  servants 
alone.  It  seems  to  be  adviseable  that  A public 
agent  should  be  charged  with  it  during  the  occa- 
sional absences  of  the  president  and  have  authority 
to  transfer  it  from  one  president  to  another,  and 
likewise  to  make  reports  of  occasional  deficiencies, 
as  the  basis  on  which  further  provision  should  be 
made. 

It  may  also  merit  consideration,  whether  it  may 
raot  be  proper  to  commit  the  care  of  the  public 
buildings,  particularly  the  president’s  house  and 
the  capilol,.  with  the  grounds  belonging  to  them, 
'ncltuling  likewise  the  furniture  of  the  latter,  in  a 
more  especial  manner,  to  a public  agent.  Hither- 

o the  charge  of  this  valuable  property  seems  to 
have  been  connected  with  the  structure  of  the 
Duildings,  and  committed  to  those  employed  in  it. 


This  guard  will  necess.arily  cease  w’hcn  the  build- 
ings are  finished,  at  which  time  the  interest  in 
them  will  b s proportionably  avigmented.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  this  trust  is,  in  a certain  degree  at 
least,  incidental  to  the  other  duties  of  tlie  super- 
intendant  of  the  public  buildings,  but  it  may  me- 
rit consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  proper  to 
charge  him  with  it  more  explicitly,  and  to  give  him 
authority  to  employ  one  or  trmre  persons  under  him, 
for  these  purposes.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington^  Feb.  10,  1818. 

The  message  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  whom  is  referred  the  bill 
to  provide  for  erecting  additional  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  several  executive  departments. 

SESTATE, 

Feb.  13.  The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  fur- 
ther extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants;  the  bill  to  authorize  cer- 
tain purchasers  of  public  lands  to  withdraw  their 
entries  and  transfer  the  monies  paid  thereon;  and 
the  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Richard  M.  Johnson;  were 
successively  read  the  third  lime,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  house  of  representatives. 

Feb.  16.  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  New- York  Irish  emigrant  association,  pray- 
ing that  a portion  of  unsold  lands  (in  the  Illinois 
territory)  may  be  granted  to  trustees,  on  an  ex- 
tended term  of  credit,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
settled  by  emigrants  from  Ireland. 

Lacock  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  dry 
good  traacx-a  nn aster-tailors  of  Philadelphia, 
representing  certain  grievances  and  evils  under 
which  their  business  labors,  from  various  causes, 
from  which  they  pray  relief:  and  also  praying  that 
additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  imported  rea- 
dy made  clothes,  and  means  devised  to  prevent  the 
illegal  introduction  thereof. 

Feb.  IT.  After  other  business — 

Considerable  discussion  again  took  place  and  se- 
veral amendments  were  proposed.  Nothing  im- 
portant decided. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a bill  authorizing  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  establish  two  naval  depots  and 
dock-yards,  at  such  fit  places  as  he  shall  designate, 

and  appropriating dollars  for  the  object;  which 

was  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

A message  having  been  received  from  the  house 
of  representatives  announcing  their  determination 
to  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  senate’s 
amendment  to  the  military  appropriation  bill — 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  that  the  senate  recede  from 
said  amendment;  v^hich  motion  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  this  amendment  was  accordingly  withdrawn, 
and  the  secretary  ordered  to  inform  the  house  of 
representatives  thereof. 

The  senate  then  occupied  a considerable  time.on 
the  bill  providing  for  the  surviving  revolutionary 
soldiers;  but  adjourned  without  coming  to  any  im- 
portant decision. 

Feb.  18.  Mr.  Crittenden,  from  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary,  reported  the  bill  from  the  house 
of  representatives,  to  provide  for  the  recovery  of 
fugitive  slaves,  &c.  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  finance,  on  the  enquiry  referred  to  them, 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty  on  salt, 
and  in  concurrence  with  that  report,  it  was 
I Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  repeal  the 
'law  imposing  a duty  on  salt. 
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Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
changing  the  mode  of  supplying  the  troops  of  the 
United  Slates  by  contract,  and  substituting  one 
cheaper  and  more  efficient,  by  subjecting  the  par- 
ties undertaking  that  duty  to  military  law,  in  case 
of  delinquency. 

Tlie  senate,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
surviving  revolutionary  patriots,  and  made  some 
progress  therein. 

(I^The  vice  president  of  the  United  States  and 
president  of  the  senate,  having  heretofore  been 
prevented  by  indisposition,  arrived  in  Washington 
cky  this  day. 

HOUSE  OF  HEPnESEKTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  13.  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ky.  from  the 
committee  on  military  affairs,  reported  a bill  re- 
pealing so  much  of  the  act  of  July  6,  1812,  as  al- 
lows extra  pay  and  emoluments  to  brevet  rank; 
which  was  read,  and  (after  some  conversation  on 
the  course  it  should  take,  and  after  once  deciding 
against  a commitment,  but  whicli  decision  subse- 
quently was  reconsidered  and  reversed)  was  com- 
mitted to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J".  S.  A,  the  secretary  of  the 

treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the  house  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  tons  of  bar  iron,  iron 
in  pigs,  and  cast  and  rolled  iron,  that  has  been  im- 
ported into  the  U.  States  a'nnually,  and  from  what 
countries,  from  the  first  of  May,  1812,  to  the  first 
of  May,  1817,  and  if  any,  what  quantity  has  been 
exported  during  the  same  period. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following 
motion  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  that  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  bouse  of  representatives,  his  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  office  of 
claims  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  9th  of 
April  next. 

After  some  remarks  the  resolution,  as  stated, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harrison  rose,  according  to  notice  yesterday 
given,  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill  to  extend  half- 
pay pensions  for  five  years,  to  the  widows  of  sol- 
diers who  died  in  the  public  service  during  the 
late  war,  &c. 

The  leave  asked  was  given,  by  a vote  of  55  to  52, 
and  a committee  appointed  to  prepare  a bill  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  conferees 
on  the  part  of  this  house,  on  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  houses;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lorondes,  the  house  resolved 
to  adhere  to  its  disagreement  to  said  amendment. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the. 
resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  RoOertso?i,  of 
Louisiana,  to  insti’uct  the  military  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  educating  at  the 
military  school  of  the  United  States  the  spns  of  all 
officers,  non  commissioned  oSicer.s,  or  privates, 
W’ho  have  fallen  in  fighting  for  their  country. 

After  disposing  of  several  propositions  to  amend 
the  resolution,  and  some  discussion  of  its  objects, 

A substitute  was  offered  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  Pa.  as 
as  follows,  which,  after  being  amended,  by  expung- 
ing the  words  in  Italic,  was  agreed  to: 

That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing 
in  a bill  embracing  the  following  firiaciples,  viz. 
Tliat  in  all  applications  hereafter,  for  tlie  admis- 
sion of  cadets  into  the  military  academy  of  West 


Point,  a preference  shall  be  given  to  the  sons  o^the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers, 
who  were  killed  in  battle,  or  died  in  the  service  of 
the  Unit’ d States,  in  the  late  war,  giving  a prefitr- 
ence  to  those  least  able  to  educate  themselves,  and 
best  qualified  for  the  military  profession,  and  to  be 
distributed  as  equally  as  practicable  throughout  the 
several  states  and  territories,  according  to  the  ratio  of 
representation. 

In  this  shape  the  resolution  was  adopted  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkinson, 
resolved  itself  iiHo  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr, 
Smith  of  Md.  in  the  cliair,  on  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  tlie 
U.  States. 

The  reading  of  this  hill  (which  contains  fifty 
four  printed  folio  pages)  occupied  the  remainder 
of  the  sitting;  after  the  reading  was  finished; 

The  committee  rose,  obtained  leave  to  sit  again, 
and 

The  house  adjobrned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Feb.  16. — Mr.  U'illiams,  of  N.  C.made 
a supplementary  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Ireland,  which  had,  on  his  motion,  been  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  claims. 

This  report  adduces  as  further  testimony  against 
the  claim  of  John  Ireland,  a letter  addressed  by 
com.  Barney  to  a member  of  the  house,  denying 
the  fact  that  the  destruction  of  the  house  for  whicli 
compensation  is  claimed,  was  attributable  to  the 
occupation  thereof  by  the  flotilla-men  under  his 
command,  &g. 

On  thi.^  report  some  little  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Stuart  questioned  the  force  of  this  sort 
of  epistolary  declaration,  in  contradiction  to  tlie 
opposing  evidence  of  several  persons  on  oath;  and 
-Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  questioned  the  correctness  of 
a particular  part  of  the  report.  To  both  of  these 
gentlemen  Mr.  Williatns  of  N.  C.  replied. 

The  report  was  ultimately  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

j On  motion  of  Mr.  Bloomfield,  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations  were  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  e.stablishing  the  residence  of  .a 
consul  at  Mogadore,  in  the  empire  of  Morocco. 

[Mr.  B.  assigned  as  a reason  for  this  motion'the 
advantages  which  would  result  from  a consuljite 
there,  &c.  and  particularly  from  the  opportunity 
it  would  afford  of  redeeming  from  captivity  our 
ship-wrecked  mariners  and  other  citizens',  who 
might  be  unfortunate  enough  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Arabs,  &c. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bloomfield  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  bankrupt  law, 

xMr.  Hopkinson  rose,  and  in  an  elaborate  .speech, 
the  delivery  of  which  occupied  from  1 until  near  -i 
o’clock,  spoke  in  support  of  the  measure;  when 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  17- — On  motion  of  Mr.  Comstock, 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  were  instructed 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  by  law  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  Catlnuhne  Low,  who.^Kice  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war,  lias  lost  her  husband,  two  sons 
and  a son-in-law,  in  tiie  military  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  is  in  indigent  circumstances  ■ 
Executive  messages. 

A message  was  received  from  tlie  president,  en- 
closing a report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  tr.ins- 
mitting  to  him  the  remainder  of  the  cor:-espondeiice 
between  our  minister  in  Spain-,  and  the  Sn'anish 


4^4' 


NILES’  REGISTER  FEBRUAR^Y  ISIS-CONGRESS. 


govern  nent,  touching  Morlllo’s  blockade  of  the 
southern  coast.  The  documents  are  not  of  much 
importance,  but  shall  be  published  at  an  early  day. 

The  following  message  was  also  received  from 
the  president,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe, 
his  secretary: 

To  the  senate  and  house  o f representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Washington-,  Feb.  12,  1818. 

I lay  before  congress  copies  of  two  communica- 
tions received  at  the  department  of  state,  from  the 
• minister  of  Great  Britain,  and  submit  to  their  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  making  such  legisla- 
tive provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  a compli- 
ance with  the  representations  contained  in  them. 

By  the  express  terms  of  that  compact,  it  was, 
when  ratified  by  the  two  governments,  to  be  in 
force  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  day  of  its 
^isnature.  The  revocation  of  all  the  discriminat- 
ing dutic-3  became  therefore  the  obligations  of  both 
the  governments  yj"o>n  that  day^  and  it  is  con- 
ceived that  every  individual  who  has  been  required 
to  pay,  and  has  paid,  any  of  the  extra  duties  re- 
voked by  tlie  convention,  has  a just  and  lawful 
claim  upon  the  respecjtive  governments  for  its  re- 
turn. From  various  accidents,  it  has  happened  that, 
boJi  here  and  in  Great  Britain,  the  cessation  of 
the  extra  duties  has  been  fixed  to  commence  at  dif- 
ferent times.  It  is  desirable  that  congress  should 
pass  an  act  providing  for  the  return  of  all  the  ex- 
tra diities  incompatible  -with  the  terms  of  the  conven- 
tion which  have  been  levied  upon  British  vessels  or 
merchandize  of  the  U.  States,  in  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  since  that  day.  It  is  not  doubted  that  the 
British  government  will  comply  with  this  requisi- 
tion, and  that  the  act  sugges^d  may  be  passed  by 
congress  with  full  confidence  that  the  reciprocal 
measure  will  receive  the  sanction  of  the  British 
parliament.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  Bagoti  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiaryy  to  Mr.  Monroe^  secretary  of  state. 

Washington,  Nov.  18th,  1816. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to 
one  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  United  States* 
congress,  passed  on  the27th  of  Aprillast,  entitled 
“an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  import  and  ton- 
nage,” which  appears  to  have  originated  in  some 
misapprehension  of  the  real  nature  of  one  of  the 
principal  manufactories  of  Great  Britain,  and  which 
has  had  an  operation  not  only  very  prejudicial  to 
the  British  manufacturer,  but  contrary,  as  it  should 
seem,  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  2d  article  of 
the  commercial  treaty. 

By  the  2d  article  of  the  commercial  treaty  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  it  is 
stipulated  “tiiat  no  higher  duties  shall  be  imposed 
“on  the  importation  of  any  articles  the  growth, 
“produce,  or  manufacture,  of  his  Britannic  majes- 
*‘ty*s  territories,  in  Europe,  than  are  or  shall  be 
“payable  on  the  like  articles,  being  the  growth, 
“produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  other  foreign 
“countries.** 

By  the  act  of  the  United  States,  to  wdiich  I have 
referred,  it  is  among  other  things,  enacted  in  the 
6tli  section,  that,  upon  importation  into  the  United 
Stales,  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  except  iron  manufac- 
tured by  rolling,  shall  pay  a duty  of  45  cents  per 
cwt.  and  that  in  bar.s  and  bolts,  when  manufaciur- 
ed  by  rolling,  and  anchors,  it  shall  pay  a duty  of 
150  cents  per  cwt. 

It  was  probably  not  known  that  the  bar  and  bolt 
iron,  mauufaciuvcd  in  Great  Britain,  is  in  the  last 
process  rolled,  whereas  the  same  article,  both  in 


Sweden  and  in  Russia,  instead  of  being  rolled,  is, 
in  the  same  process,  hammered,  but  when  the  iron 
is  manufactured  into  bar  or  b^lt,  whether  by  rolling 
or  hammering,  it  is  in  precisely  the  same  progress 
of  manufacture,  and  is  in  every  respect  applicnble 
to  the  same  purposes  of  use  and  ulterior  manufac- 
ture, and  consequently  is,  to  all  intents,  a “like 
article.”  But,  by  the  inequality  of  the  duties 
which  have  been  imposed,  it  seems  to  have.been 
imagined,  that  rolled  bar  and  bolt  iron  is  in  a stage 
of  manufacture  beyond  tliat  of  hammered  iron,  and 
you  will  observe  tiiat  this  supposition  is  strength- 
ened by  the  circumstance  of  its  being  classed  with 
anchors,  which  are  in  a state  of  complete  and  finish- 
ed manufacture,  and  are  worth  35^.  per  ton  in  the 
British  market,  whilst  bar  and  bolt  iron  is  only 
worth  IIZ.  per  ton. 

It  is  to  be  assumed  that  whenever  duties  are  im- 
posed on  any  foreign  article,  in  a graduated  scale 
proportioned  to  its  manufactured  state,  it  is  intend- 
ed that  the  duty  sliould  he  regulated  by  that  slate 
alone,  and  not  by  the  process  of  which  it  is  brought 
to  that  state. 

Iron,  in  a certain  state  of  manufacture,  is  to  be 
charged  with  a certain  duty;  the  means  of  bring- 
ing it  to  that  state,  whether  by  hammering  or  rol- 
ling, is  not  to  be  had  in  consideration;  for,  if  it 
were,  the  effect  would  be  to  force  each  nation  to 
use  exactly  the  same  process,  and,  what  certainly 
never  could  have  been  intended,  to  check  and 
punish  the  application  of  ingenuity  and  improve- 
ment. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  the  bar  and  bolt  iron 
manufactured  m Great  Britain  is,  according  to  the 
true  spirit  and  intent  of  the  2d  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  commerce,  in  every  respecie  a “like  article**^ 
with  diat  manufactured  in  Sweden  and  Russia,  it  is 
hoped  that  such  measures  will  be  taken  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  as  will  allow  of 
its  admission  to  importation  at  the  same  rate  of 
duty,  and  will  place  the  British  manufacturer  in 
that  state  of  equality,  in  respect  to  foreign  nations, 
as  may  accord  with  the  undoubted  intention  of 
the  late  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two 
cjumhes. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consi- 
deration, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
CHARLES  BAGOT. 

Mr.  Bagot,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, to  Mr.  Mams,  secretary  of  state. 

Washington,  December  8th,  1817. 

Sir — In  my  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  depart- 
ment of  state  of  the  9th  of  July,  1816,  I had  the 
honor  to  point  out  the  difference  of  the  periods 
at  which  effect  had  been  given,  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, to  the  convention  of  the  3d  of  Jily,  1815, 
and  to  request  that  all  discriminating  duties  of  a 
nature  similar  to  those  described  in  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent*s  order  in  council  of 
the  17th  of  August,  1315,  which  might  have  been 
levied  between  the  date  of  that  order,  and  the  22d 
of  the  following  December,  upon  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  British  built  ships  might 
be  refunded. 

No  mention  having  been  made  in  his  royal  high- 
ness*s  order  in  council  of  alien  tonnage  duties, 
they  were  not  adverted  to  in  the  application  wliich 
I had  the  honor  to  make;  bui  as  it  was  known  that 
they  had  in  fact  been  remitted  by  Great  Britain, 
the  American  legislature,  in  strict  observance  of 
the  spirit  and  i.*tenliou  of  the  convention,  included 
them  in  the  act  passed  on  the  3d  of  last  March, 
authorising  the  secretary  of  the,  treasury  to  cause: 
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repavrne.its  to  be  made  of  certain  alien  duties.—  j Mr.  Mills,  Mr.  Storrs,  and  Mr.  Williams  of  Con. 
By  this  act  however,  it  was  only  provided,  that  the  j delivered  speeches  of  considerable  length  in  favor 

alien  tonnage  duty  levied  upon  British  ships  in  i of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  TwcA'er  of  Va.  against  it;  when 

American  ports  subsequently  to  the  17th  of  Au-  ! The  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  ob- 
gust,  1815,  siionld  be  refunded;  whereas  the  same  | tained  leave  to  sit  ag.dn. 

duties  levied  -upon  American  ships  in  British  ports,  I In  the  senate,  Feb.  ly.  The  vice  president  of  the 
were  remitted  from  the  date  of  the  signatures  of  , United  States  took  his  seat.  Much  debate  was 

the  convention.  1 bad  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  gen.  St.  Clair; — 

In  order,  therefore,  that  hi.s  majesty’s  subjects  nothing  decided. 

may  partake  of  die  full  benefit  of  the  reciprocity  | ' ^ 

intended  by  the  convention,  I have  the  honor  to  re-  ^ CIIRON ICLE. 

quest,  that  remission  may  also  be  made  ot  the  > Maryland  claims.  I'he  edi’or  of  the  Wkf.klt 
amount  of  the  alien  tonnage  duties  which  may  i with  the  public  at  large,  believed  that  a 

have  been  levied  upon  British  sl.ips  in  the  ports  of : purt  of  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Maryland  - gainst 


the  United  States  between  the  3d  of  July  and  the 
17th  of  August,  1815. 

I have  the  lionor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conside- 
ration, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
CHAllLES  BAGOT. 

The  message  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means. 

Uniform  bankrupt  hviu. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  incommit- 


ihe  United  States,  for  military  services  during  the 
late  war,  were  of  the  same  character  as  those  of 
Massachusetts,  as  having  been  caused  by  the  op- 
pugnation  of  our  executive  to  that  of  the  general 
government;  and  we  were  justified  in  tliis  belief 
by  certain  silly  anti-national  proceedings  of  the 
legi.slature.  But  on  Monday  last  the  edi’or  had 
the  pleasure  of  a short*%nd  very  interesting  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Kerr,  who  had  then  just  re- 


tee  of  the  whole  on  ilte  bill  to  establish  an  uni-  'turned  from  Washington,  whither  he  was  sent  as 
form  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  {agent  of  the  state  to  have  those  claims  adjiusted. 
States.  j He  stated,  that  there  bad  not  been  any  such  op- 

Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  jpugnation  as  had  been  suppo.sed;  but  that  the  ex- 
of  the  bill,  and  supported  the  motion  by  a speech  i ecutive  of  this  state  had  always  submitted  itself 
of  considerable  length.  j to  that  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  accounts, 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mass,  followed,  in  a speech  ofjw’hich  had  not  been  settled,  were  caused  by  the 
about  the  same  extent,  on  the  same  side  of  the : calling  out  of  the  militia  to  defend  the  shores  of 
question.  the  Cnesapeake  against  the  assailants  of  the  ene- 

Mr.  Pindall  next  took  the  floor;  and  had  spoken  j'myj  by  their  /oca/  officers — the  opportunity  to  ap- 
fbr  an  hour  and  a half  on  the  same  side  of  the  qnes- j prize  the  governor  of  emergencies,  owing  to  our 
tion;  when,  having  given  way  for  a motion  to  that  j peculiar  situation,  being,  in  many  cases,  denied; 


effect 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  18. — Mr.  Hugh  JVelson,  from  the 


and  that  these  tilings  being  duly  considered,  it  was 
concluded  that  t'.iose  claims  ought  to  be  p.aid  and 
they  w ill  be  paid  as  soon  as  the  vouchers  shall  have 
undergone  the  needful  examination, 

A'ew-York  claims,  &c.  Gen.  Lamb,  deputed  by 


committee  on  the  judiciary,  reported  a bill  for  the  the  governor  of  New  York  for  tlie  purpose,  has  ef- 
more  convenient  organization  of  the  courts  ofthelfected  a final  adjustment  with  the  war  depart- 
United  States,  and  lor  the  appointment  of  cir- 1 ment  for  ordnance,  arms  and  oilier  military  stores 
cuit  judges.  [Providing  that  the  judges  of  the  ; furnished  by  New  York  to  the  general  governmeiif 
supreme  court  shall,  from  and  after  April  next,  ] during  the  late  war.  This  adjustment,  it  is  under- 
cease to  perform  the  duties  of  circuit  judges;  | stood,  restores  to  the  state,  upwards  of  tliirly 
that  the  supreme  court  shall  consist  permanently  j pieces  of  cannon,  and  twelve  thousand  stand  of 
of  one  cliief  justice  and  four  associate  justice.s,  j arms,  and  other  military  stores,  exceeding  two 
wfienever  vacancies  shall  reduce  it  to  that  number;  j hundred  thousand  dollars  in  value, 
that  this  court  shall  be  liolden  in  May  and  Decern-  j Exports  of  the  United  States  Tlie  amount  of  the 
her,  annually;  that  there  be  appointed  eight  circuit  j exports  of-ihe  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
judges,  to  hold  circuit  courts  twice  a year  in  the  j Sept.  39,  1817,  was  of  the  value  of  §87,671,595 

several  districts,  in  conjunction  with  the  district  j vi.z.  domestic  article.*  68,3l3,oUO;  foreign 

judges,  &.C.]  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  commit-  1 19,358,069.  1 he  usual  tables  shall  be  inserted  as 

ted.  soon  as  we  can  find  room  for  them. 


The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr  Bloomfeld  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  /'/;idn//having  concluded  his  remarks  against 
the  bill,  Mr,  Seigeant  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Met.  deli- 
vered able  arguments  in  favor  of  it,  the  former  at 
greater  length. 

And  the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again;  which  Mr.  liassett  in  vain 
obje«ted  to  granting,  the  leave  being  accorded  by 
a large  majori.y. 

And  the  iioiise  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  19.  After  much  business  of  no 
present  importance — 

Tiie  house  iiaving  again  resolved  itself  into  a 


Internal  taxes.  We  have  also  a large  volume  re- 
lating to  the  int.rnal  dii'. ies  and  direct  tax,  of 
which  a satisfactory  abstract  shall  be  made  as  soon 
as  possible,  for  tlie  use  of  our  readers. 

A famous  c'nief,  col.  iliehard  Brovxi,  head,  man 
of  the  Cherokees,  lately  died  in  Tennessee,  on  his 
way  to  Washington  city,  on  the  business  of  his 
tribe.  Ke  was  a gallant  warrior  and  an  honest 
man,  much  relied  upon  in  war  and  in  peace  by  his 
people,  ile  licaded  tlie  Cherokees  who  served  un- 
der gen.  .l.ickson  in  the  Creek  war,  and  had  the 
enlii  e confidence  of  the  general,  lie  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  Horse  Snoe. 

'I'he  new  bridge  over  the  Snsquehaimah,  at  Lew- 
Lburg,  is  highly  spoken  of.  From  the  face  of  the 


committee  of  the  wliole,  Mr.  Liverwort  in  the  ghair,  1 tsvo  abutments  it  is  1171  feet  6 inches  long.  It  cost 
on  the  bill  to  e.stabUshan  uniform  system  of  bank- i §55,000.  'Fhe  contract  was  made  on  the  4Ui  of 
ruptcy,  ; July,  1815,  and  was  finished  in  18.17. 
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A branch  of  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States  is  to 
be  established  at  the  city  of  Albast,  in  New  York. 

Official  information  has  been  received  that  major 
general  Jackson  has  removed  the  head  quarters  of 
the  south  division  of  the  army  to  Fort  Scott,  near 
the  confines  of  Georgia. 

The  legislature  of  New  York  has,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Meigs,  passed  a resolution  to  remove  the  re- 
mains of  the  gallant  general  Montgomery,  who  fell 
at  Quebec,  and  which  lie  buried  near  the  spot 
where  he  received  his  mortal  wound,  undistin- 
guished by  any  monument. 

A committee  was  appointed  to  provide  the  means 
of  removing  those  remains  to  St,  Paul’s  church  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  to  be  deposited  near  the 
monument  erected  in  that  church  to  his  memory. 

WEALTH  OF  LOUISIANA.  In  inserting  the  article 
headed  ‘‘Wealth  of  Louisiana,”  page  314,  a note 
that  we  intended  to  have  added,  by  way  of  expla- 
nation, was  accidentally  omitted,  and  not  observed 
until  now.  Sugar  land,  by  the  Milledgeville  paper, 
is  said  to  sell  as  high  as  5000  dollars  per  acre — 
which  is  to  be  understood  as  an  acre  front,  running 
back  the  same  width  several  acres,  generally  forty. 

Commerce  of  Virginia. — The  following  is  the 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  import  and 
tonnage  paid  at  the  three  principal  sea-ports  of 
Virginia,  for  the  years  1815  and  1816 — 


Norfolk, 

Petersburg, 

Kichmond, 


1815. 
§574,254  94 
285,528  66 
328,728  35 


1816. 
§662,568  41 
302,915  44 
262,544  05 


§1,183,511  95  1,228,027  90 

Manufactures. — An  English  traveller  in  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  who,  in  the  accustomed  spirit  of  his 
countrymen,  has  attempted  to  demonstrate  the  ne- 
cessity of  “putting  the  Americans  down,”  seems 
to  have  discovered  the  greatest  cause  of  alarm  in 
the  extension  of  our  manufactures. — “This  he  con- 
siders as  an  era  of  a systematic  contest,  which  must 
inevitably  endanger  the  safety  of  one  or  the  tother 
of  the  two  nations.” 

Hunting.  A party  of  thirteen  persons  turned  out 
in  Chatauque  couty.  New  York,  for  a hunt,  and  in 
two  days  killed— 1 bear,  17  deer,  102  racoons,  242 
squirrels,  1 skunk  and  16  rabbits,  besides  consider- 
able small  game. 

Naval  court.  Washington  City,  Feb.  7. — A court 
of  enquiry  having  been  called  to  enquire  into,  the 
loss  of  the  United  States’  brig  Boxer,  under  the 
command  of  lieutenant  commandant  John  Porter, 
tlie  following  opinion  of  the  court  is  promulgated, 
having  been  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

After  mature  deliberation  upon  the  evidence  ad- 
duced, the  court  are  of  opinion  that  the  loss  of  the 
U.  S.  late  brig  the  Boxer,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
strength  of  the  current  setting  on  shore,  and  the 
lightness  of  the  wind;  that  her  going  to  pieces  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  decayed  state  of  her  tim- 
bers: and  that  her  officers  and  crew  made  every 
possible  exertion  in  their  difficult  situation.  The 
court  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  no  blame  can 
be  attached  to  lieutenant  commandant  John  Por- 
ter, or  to  either  his  officers  oi-  crew,  in  conse: 
quence  of  the  loss  of  the  said  brig. 

The  court  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, the  16th  of  January,  1818,  at  ten  o’clock. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  The 
foregoing  minutes  were  read  and  approved,  and 
the  court  adjourned,  sine  die^ 

R.  T.  SPENCE,  President. 

G.  M.  Dallas,  judge  advocate. 

Approved,  B.  W.  CROWINSHIELD. 


Letters  from  New  Orleans  announce  tliat  Htnry 
Johnson  is  elected  a senator  in  congress  from  Lou- 
isiana, vice  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  deceased. 

Franklin  74 — By  a recent  arrival  in  the  Chesa- 
peake, letters  have  been  yesterday  received  from 
on  board  the  Franklin,  74,  commodore  Stewart, 
from  East  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  which  is  in  sight 
of  Portsmouth  harbor,  stating  her  arrival  there  o« 
the  15th  December,  after  a prosperous  voyage  of 
only  twenty-one  days  from  Cape  Henry  light  house, 
(bad  weather  and  severe  gales  of  wind  from  the 
north  and  north  east,  during  the  first  week  of  De- 
cember, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;)  and  a 
subsequent  date  from  Southampton,  states  her  ar- 
rival at  Portsmouth,  and  her  being  constantly  vi- 
sited by  numbers  of  the  curious  gentry  from  the 
neighborhood — all  ranks  of  naval  and  military  offi- 
cers— the  builders  and  artizans  of  the  royal  docks,; 
&c.  &c.  all  of  them  speaking  in  commendation  of 
her  exterior  appearance  and  her  justly  distinguish- 
ed roomy  accommodations  within;  some,  however, 
saying  she  was  a ninety  gun,  or  first  rate,  in  dis- 
guise! J\tat.  Int. 

The  London  Star,  of  December  17,  speaking  of 
the  arrival  of  the  U.  States’  ship  Franklin,  says — 
“Some  may  feel  a little  sore  at  the  political  pro- 
gress of  our  quondam  colonists,  in  thus  being  able 
to  send  out  ships  of  such  a class,  bearing  an  inde- 
pendent flag,  and  carrying  an  ambassador  to  their 
former  parent.  But  such  a feeling  is  unworthy  of 
a great  nation.  May  the  period  be  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  liaYe  to  hail  the  arrival  of  an  ambas- 
sador from  the  Spanish  colonies  of  America,  in 
circumstances  of  as  honorable  a state  as  those  in 
which  we  are  now  pleased  to  behold  the  ambassa- 
dor from  our  own  former  colonies,  come  among  us 
as  the  representative  of  a distinct  and  independent 
people!” 

Indian  war.— Gen.  Glascock’s  brigade  of  Geor- 
gia militia,  from  the  delays  that  attended  their  or- 
ganization and  march,  &c.  merely  reached  the 
neighborhood  where  their  seiwices  were  expected 
to  be  wanted,  and  then  returned— their  tour  of  du- 
ty being  out.  Thus  all  the  expense  of  this  brigade 
and  the  harrassing  of  the  people  it  occasioned, 
have  produced  no  possible  good  whatever.  Another 
brigade  had  been  previously  called  out  to  replace 
Glascock’s;  but  it  is  believed  that  before  it  can 
reach  the  scene  of  action  its  time  will  also  have 
expired!  We  have  a hope  that  Jackson  and  his 
mounted  Tennesseans  will  close  this  tedious  and 
wasteful  little  war  with  the  Seminoles;  who  are 
committing  many  murders  on  the  Georgia  frontier. 
It  is  understood  that  the  pursuit  of  them  will  not 
be  limitted  by  the  Florida  line. 

War  with  the  Seminoles. —The  volunteers  from 
Tennessee  will  deserve  the  high  character  which 
that  state  so  justly  earned  during  the  late  \yar, — 
They  were  rushing  to  the  concentration  point  — 
Gen.  Jackson  has  issued  a spirited  address  to  them, 
which  we  have  not  time  to  copy  in  this  sheet.  He 
has  proceeded  to  head  quarters,  and  left  tiiern  to 
follow  him  under  col.  A.  P.  Hayne,  well  known  to 
his  country,  and  deserving  its  confidence.  A com- 
pany of  Kentucky  volunteers,  from  Kusselville,  has 
marched  to  join  gen.  Jackson. 

Bust  of  president  Adams.  A resolution  has  passed 
the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  requesting  John 
Adams,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  to  con- 
sent that  a model  of  tus  bust  be  taken  for  the -pur- 
pose of  being  sculptured  in  marble,  and  placed  in 
one  of  the  public  halls  of  the  state  house. ^ The 
bust  is  to  be  formed  of  American  marble,  if  any 
can  be  found  of  suitable  quality. 


END  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  VOLUME. 


